
Preface 

!this mnuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted 
by John Khoepfle in S-, 1957. Margaret Reeder trammibed the 
tape and Dr.  noepfle edited and reviewed the lxmsmipt. This Euad 
other interviews in a series on s-ts and Mand rivers were 
prcducd under the auspices of the Public Library of Cincinnati and 
Hamilton County, Ohio and Sangamon State University, Spring£ield, 
Illinois. 

In this m i r  Ira Carcq?bell discusses his family an3 working at the 
Howard S h i m  building boats. 

John Xhoepfle w a s  born in C i n c h t i  in 1923. H e  obtained his Ph.D. 
i n  literature f m  Saint Louis University in  1967. Dr.  noepfle is 
presently a professor of English at  Sangamon S t a t e  University. He was 
nanaed Illinois Author of the Year in Ochber, 1986. John and his wife 
%have one daughter and three sons. 

mhg 1953-1955 while working as p m l u w o r  of an educational 
television station, WCEPTV, Cincinnati, Dr. Kmepfle praposed a 
project on steamboats and inland rivers. These rivw memoirs a m  a 
result of the resead~ collected during 1954-1960. 

Readers of the oral  history mmir should bear in m h l  that it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that the intenriewer, narrator and 
editor sought t o  preserve the informal, comersatimd style that is 
inherent in such historical -. S m g m m  State University Evld 
the hxblic Library of C i n c i n n a t i  and Hamilton Ccrunty, Ohio are not 
mipmible for the factual accuracy of the mir ,  nor for views 
qressed therein; these are for the reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
rep- in whole or in part: by any means, electmnic or mechanical, 
without permission in writing froan either the Oral History Office, 
S- State University, Springfield, I l lhis,  62794-9243 or the 
Curator of Rare E h h  and special collections of the public Library of 
Cincinnati and Hamil- county, W o ,  45202-2071. 



John Rmpfle,  Interviewer. 

Q: Itm blkbq t o  Nr. Ira -1 wbo is eighty-five ard who has 
been cvn Shanty boats and trading,bcats and worked in the Howard 
S h i w  a t  Jef f e r s m i l l e  . 
A: Forty yelm. 

All right, Mr. 

A: I ~ ~ r k s d i n t h e H c r w a r d s h i ~ ~ t h e t h I w a s f ~ y m  
old until I was f if ty years old. My first experience in the shim 
was driving drift bolts, d the bolt, for instance the d r i f t  bolt was  
half inch. We bored the hole swm-sixteenth, that gives the chance 
of drifting the boat, mkhg the boat rrmch stroryger, thm the bolt was 
punched in a certain distance, far amugh t o  put a washer on the 
inside d ad that was my job worm with my grandfather i n  the 
shipyard. Later on I qrwd up to be a man and done planking. When 
they was buildhg a certain boat, the H a m d  S h i w  I'm of, 
the arpentem w i t h  their fo ram would set up what we milled me keel 
box, lay the keel, set up the frames, put the ribbcms a. Rihbom are 
long pieces of oak that separates the frames of the boat the proper 
distance apart. Then when they got that all done it was t h  to s b r t  
to plank the boat. The foreman of that gang was  W i l l i a m  Allen who 
lived in Jeffersollville, Indiana, my hame too, was one of the m o s t  
successful men we died the boss plankes. Sametime the planking gang 
would only consist of four men besides Mr. Allen, sametimes six, 
according to the s i z e  of the boat. Sguathes eight wfsen the boat got 
big and the timbers would get big W heavy. I have helped and the 
gang that I tmrksd with put big oak M .that w d d  measure f a r  
inches in thickness, and twen-Q-two inches wide  and fifty-tcm 
feet l o n g w b i ~ w e n t  onthebottcan. 

Q: Is that so? 

A: Yes, fifty and fiw-two. The four h c h  plank, we would use 
little boring bits t o  bore the holes for the spikes to go i n  through 
the plank, than they were driven by sledges, by mauls, s p h  muls we 
called them. When the bcrttam m far W, the spikes was eight 
inches, an a thme in& it was six h&es, two in&es battcan thidmess 
would be faur orpcssible five inches etc. I ramberwell of having 
to plank the Cincinnati Paw died the C i t y  of Ir;ruisville in  
sixteen days. To the best of my recollectbn the City of Imisvi l le  
was twa hun3red and ten foat long, bu i l t  a t  Howard Shipyard I don't 
rambx the year. I could have fcrund saw of that stuff if I'd knm 
you were c d r q .  Then the City of C i n c h t i  was built there and the 
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last time I saw anythhg of the City of Lmisville and the City of 
Cincinnati was m the w h m €  a t  Cincinnati after weld had a very bgh 
river and there they both laid, sunk, on the 1- there on the dry 
ground they were dismantled and dme away with. The City of 
Lmisville w a s  a famus boat and so was The Chirmati. 

Q: I know, a tFwrderful boat. 

A: Directly after that they used a b t  &led the John W. Mzbbard, 
naw l e t ' s  see. (pause) The Ijlcindawasbuilt a t  There 
never wa. a boat lxlilt by the s h i m  for%Z?i;mcimati 
Pam Ccanparry boat. A l l  the Cincinnati Packet Camparry boats w e r e  
built ammd C i n c h t i ,  Marietta, Ohio, arrl Pittslxlrgh. When they 
decided t o  build The C i t y  of Lnzlisville, they cmz t o  Captain Ed 
Haward and had him to build The City of Irruisville, The City of 
Cincinnati, The L u c ~  and a rnanber of other boats the Cincinnati 
Packet Ccnrrpany had. D r i f t  bolting, and then my grandfather said to me 
one day, "Ira, you had better go down.'' The Hawards started quite a 
s t e e l b o a t I s u i l ~ a r d m y ~ a t h e r a d t v i s e d m e t o g o ~ w h e r e t h e y  
were building the steel boats d 1- that business because i n  a 
short while they'd be no vlFooden boats built. So I w m t  dawn and w a s  a 
blackErmith helper, finally got to be drivbq rivets by hand, thm it 
f e l l  torry lo t  to bend a lot  of the big steel plates t o  f i t  the m d e l  
bcrw of the boat, I had quite an awful time getting started. It took 
methree, t t rMdahalfdaystogetmfi rs tbentsheie t inshape 
that it wmld f i t  ths boat. I wwld hear my f r i d  Mr. Ogle say, 
W.sten at that fellow, whistling and singLng.l1 This jab w a s  out of 
theordinaryfor j u s t a m t o t a k e a h o l d .  Becausetheuthermthat 
folluwed that  part of the jab had gme Eurd l e f t  and the hss had 
suggested that I a d  * m y  hand. So I did. The f i r s t  olae I bent 
it took me three days and a half. Then we had an old gentleman by the 
name of John Worful that planted sheets to the boat. I said to 
the boys whcm I didn't think it m d  just exactly f i t ,  Thrw it out 
in the yard, Uncle John w i l l  put it up.'' So U n c l e  John did put it up. 
and as I cxm ramkerf I ' m  the d y  man that namr was a sheet called 
ba& for alterations. After I'd bart that bad one, I bent ten in 
elwen days. 

Q: wcolaerffir. Nww aa-y did these f i t  an the boat? 

A: W e l l  here's a big steamboat up there with all  the frame work up, 
you 3cncrw what that is? 

A: T h e  width ard the laqth. Then the mld loft  would give y m  the 
pattam. That sheet W d  be let's say four feet wide, ten or twelve 
f & l a n g a n d t h e n y c x x t d M t o b e n d i t b g o a r a v l d W m p a r t  
of that boat so it txnild f i t  every frame. Now in installing t h e  
sheets, this man Jahn W o r f u l ,  he had a lot of patience and that's w h a t  
it took. If o m  of those w e n t  out there and it didn't e ~ 2 ~ c t l y  
fit, Mr.  Worful would make it f i t ,  p t  saane bolts in you lmm and bore 
a hole here, pull that part up and then my3x held have to bore a hole 
safeplace else until he got it up. It was quite a jab to bend them 
and make them to  f i t  perfect. N a v  there was  me felluw, I think he's 
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still living, his name was Gmm, he w a s  a little older than me, he 
was the best I wer saw. In my e x p r i m  d the men before me would 
use the sledge but M r .  Green found a big mallet was better than 
the sledge and the f la t te r  because wanetires in us* the sledge or 
the flatter you would bruise the plate, But the & wouldn't bruise 
it, then you'd have your tenplates, l i t t l e  raund pieces you knuw am3 
you'd try it on and ea& frarrre has its different shape and ycxl have to 
bend it so far t o  f i t  one here and back here is mother one and you 
have to mrk with it u n t i l  it w i l l  carre ararnd t o  that krplate etc. 
until  yuu get t o  the end. 

Q: N w  what was the tenplate exactly? 

A: A tenplate is the pattern. W e  called them tearrplaa. Tarplates 
are made by sclme g o d  med.lanic in the mld loft. The mld loft is 
where the boat starts. N m  I don't ramnbm nu& abaut the men who 
laid the boat off before I got m h d  up in that lxlt the present man 
that laid the boat on the floor in l i fe  size. Ncrw you take a boat two 
hundred feet or three hundred feet. They go in the mold loft, that's 
a great big long rocon, oh myh fifty foot wide d txm hundred and 
fifty feet long. Nice tongue and groove floor then he lays his 
center line called a baseline and then a l l  of these bnds and these 
cmmks is laid dam on the floor. Nclw I wer gat that far, the 
reism I didnl t was  nry education. Mathematics cclmes in there quite a 
lot. So they lay the boat dam. They lay orre side. N m  there's only 
me side of a boat laid dam. If they build a hundred -1 bclw 
boats, they lay one side dawn, then merse. Y o u  have the pattern for 
all that one side. There they rwersd on the ather side, lef t  and 
right. Then the bevel, where you cum arcrwnd the baw of the boat 
every frame has differenrt bwels, ard y m  tab a bwrd, they give you 
that in the mold loft. It's a larrg bard about f a r  inches wide of 
soft pine and wery bwel that that frame has to  have, that 's  forward 
bodty, or .the a m  bocty, that board has that bevel on there for #l, 
#2, #20, #40, etc. All thmqh the boat. rZlen they m h  tenrplates. 
A template-if I was going to take the shape of that door, I 'd  
twostripslmgenoqhtogotothetap, areacmssthebattcrm, and 
one across the top and maybe me in the middle for stiffness. That 
would be the size of my door and I 'd saxi it to the 1- or sane 
place and theytd make a t  door t o  fit that Implate, and it w i l l  f i t  
that apace right there. Now that's what a template is. Well I can 
safely say that I dme emqthhg but lay the boat down m the floor 
a t  the Hcrward Shipyards in the forty years I put that there. I had an 
uncle by the mm of Bar)xxlr, he worked a t  ?3mard Shipyard quite a 
while, then he conceived the idea to build a big shanty boat and go in 
t h e r a g & ~ ~ b u s ~ .  HisfirstboatIthinkmsfiftyfoot 
long, he cclme a l o q  hare after mking a trip dcJwn w e ' l l  say t o  Cairo 
andametomyhause. ~ m o t h e r w a s a w i d m ~ a ~ ~ I t h e r e w a s t ~ ~  
of us there, Wins. And begged and beqged for rmst a week for her to 
le tmegowi thhimmit .  ~cal ledthemshantyboatsthemdays ,  
ncrw i t ts 611 houseboats. Arrd he bcnaght rags and imn, and bne,  
barrels, whiskey barrels, coal oil hmels. He hqht most anythhg 
i n  that line. They was a different price, the price of rags. Ncrw is 
this what you want? The price of rags, dirty rags w a s  forty cents a 
humkd, clean white rags was forty-five cmts a hurrdred, good wool 
was six cents a yxxud. 
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Q: N m  can you set about the year this was? 

A: My f h t  trip was in 84 (1884) , I was f- years old. My 
f i r s t  t r i p  frcxn Cairo, Illinois to lkmphis, Tennessee. (pause) 
So on that t r i p  we went to Maphis, Tennessee and there the river 
raised so high that it floated a lo t  of 1- out of the 1- yard. 
I caught it and built me a f l a t  boat to  bring back hcnne and in the 
ernpty tuw, we w e r e  towed back to Lmsiville by the tawboat Alice 
E!rcxm. The captain of the boat was Babby Bcrwls. When the -ice 
Ekowncameto~sandmherretumbackUkbcleJirnBarbaur 
prevailed on the mptain of the A l i a  Brcrwn to brbq him hck and his 
hauseboat ard his crmd to Irwisville. They made a deal, in those 
days it cost Wle Jim seventy-five dollars for the Alice Ekmn to t m  
that howebwat, known in thm days as shanty boat to LaPxisville. A t  
that t h  the captain of the boat would get  any of mt nrmey mt he 
could pick up a tclwm a sharYty boat fram one landing to its other 
destination. 

Q: Ncw did they push them ahead of their bat? 

A: Yes, tm&d them. On our way up wmt  fine u n t i l  ke got  
apposite Osceola and there w a s  a miserable stom mrre up and tore rxlr 
fleet a l l  apart. By that the I had my l i t t l e  f l a t  boat ful l  of 
Pittsburgh t m  boat coal t o  bring hcane to make the f h  for ny mther 
a n d m y  brother. But the stom got so fierce that it u p e t  ny little 
b o a t a n d a l l ~ w a l w t m t t o t h e b a t . t c s n o f  theriver. Thecaptainof 
W ~ t a n d m y U h c l e J h ~ ~ s b i ~ t e n e d o u t a n d w e w e n t  
m up the river. W e  1- a t  Rduah, nut a t  Cairo, Illinois so the 
eng- OOUld clean the boilers of the Alice Brawn. While laying 
there, they had dropped us off, out of the way to a lamling a t  Cairo, 
Illinois. There was bra yamg m that decided that they wanted t o  go 
to shore t o  get sawhin~ possible cigars or tobacco as they went 
around the stem of the A l i c e  Emwn, the engineer not Icncrwing that 
t h e y w r e p a s s i r q b h h i h i s ~ ,  s t a r t e d h i s ~ u p a n d t u m e d  
b t h  the skiff arrd the bays, aut of the boat into the river. T h a  
there was me hearing these holler, %ave rrut, save mettt and as 
they passed our shanty boat I t d c  a 1- l h ,  hardy lh, and 
thrclwled it to me of the bays and he grabbed it and we pulled him in 
m the boat. The other buy I hollered a t  him to catch a piece of 
d r i f t  that w a s  near him and wanebody W d  caw and get him before he 
gottmfaraway. Wepvlledthebcryupontheboatandbpthimthere 
and the yawl  off of the Alice n w m t  dmn to the mth of the 
Mississippi River, them they picked him up and b-t him back hame 
O n t h e t c m b a t .  W e l l t h m ~ g o t ~ i ~ t e r a e d a u t a n d t h e y  
g o t t h e b o i l e r s c l e ~ l n a r r d ~ w a s r e a d y a t r d w e s t a r t e d u p f r a m  
Cairo on the Ohio River* 

Every year Wle Jim, a habit whit31 was necessary to coal tar the roof 
ofhishousebat. MednyAunt:Amietalkedhimoutof tarringthe 
roof untilwegotharnehrtweCOUI.dnwtgetbimtostap. Hetmkthe 
wash boiler and filled it abut half full of coal tar and set it on 
the stove and left re and a strange man to  watch it. He deper&d of 
course on me muse I t d  had the aprience. The f i r s t  thjng you kncw 
the tar which does all the th ,  when it begins to ge t  hot it begins 
to get a black smoke, This strange man that, Uncle Jim picked him and 
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his wife up a t  Mertphis t o  brbq them to roolisville, grabbed the boiler 
ad pulled it off of the stave and tar  was red hot and prd all over 
t h e b o a t a n d s e t t h e b o a t a f b a n d w e a l l h a d t o r u n t o g e t o n t h e  
-t t o  save aur lives. It set the Aliae Rmwn afire but the crw 
got the hoses out and stclpped the fire and cut our boat loose and l e t  
it drift dawn the river, and the ap t a in  of the boat took us on t o  
Lnuisville and to our hums in Jeffersrrnville apposite Irxzisville 
where we lived. Uncle Jim got  a skiff floating dcwn the river with a 
man in it, and went t o  the hull of the boat, the cabin burned al l  off 
and on this boat w e  had five thmsard gun caps, a fifty keg pcxmd of 
pcrwder and a half a hmel of coal tar. It spread all over the place 
and burned the whole cabin off the boat and Uncle Jim saved the hul l  
with scane help frmn the man in  the skiff a t  Pickel and we went on up 
hare t o  ~ s v i l l e ,  Xmbcky. Uncle Jim got the next t m b a t  that 
care up to  tuw him back to Louisville whme he could rebuild the boat 
and g u t  on a new cabin and start back inlm the rags and iron business. 

Then I didn't see anymore of Uncle Jim until  the next spr- when he 
would cum hare, him and his family and his boys. He had a son 
Clw & Jim. He went an then and mde a couple of more trip and 
~ h e r e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ r a y m Y t h e r t o a l l u w m ; t o l M k e ~ t r i p w i t h  
him. The rsext t r i p  I mde w i t h  him w a s  f r m  Lmisville, to 
Paducah, Kentuw. Then I was q u i t e  a bay and was humsick ard they 
s e n t : m e h a m t o n ' y ~ a n d b m t h e r .  SothenhewerrtmtoNew 
Orl- and cam back, or made a q l e  mre trips and cum back to my 
rnrrther, prevailed that I bmld make anuther t r ip  with him and that 
time I must bring nry gradfather W i l l i a m  Ehfbm, the father of James 
A. Earbur.  Me axd Grardpa c a w t  the steamboat Ohio whi& w a s  with 
the Cincinnati ard Menphis Pad& at  that t h  an-d went to Golconda, 
Illinios arrl rrret Uncle Jim, zamt Annie and the two bcrys and then m 
~ o u t a n d ~ m a u r j a u r n e y t o ~ , A r ~ w h i c h i s o n  
the Mississippi R i v e r  forty or fifty m i l e s  beluw G m i l l e .  Nuw that 
ends my t r ip  with them. N w  there's sare more stuff I amid give ycru 
about these two boys of his. 

Q: Well we got into the priaes and thm I cut yau off. Cauld yau 
tell m a l i t t l e  bi t  more abmt that? The price of iron etc. 

A: I didn't give you that. Ycw didn't get the price of iron, then, 
as I understand you. In buying rags, irm, bones and anythhg in that 
class, bane ls f  coal oil  barrels, oil  harrals, the cmmn rags w y  
forty cents a hundred pxd, clean rags at that time was forty-flve 
centsapund. 

a: A hundred plmds? 

A: A pcsmds, yes. Old stuve plates was forty oaks a 
hundred, good- *was sixtyoents ahunlred. 

Q: I b-t a l i t t l e  mre? 

A: yes, f think. (pause) ami copper was amsiderable higher 
priced which would be about sixty or stwen&-five amts a m. Coal 
oi l  hmels w a s  worth a dollar and a quarter. Whim barrels was a 
dollar a half. 
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A: Oh yes, oak. Regular o l d t h  mden barrels, no h at that 
t h .  Whmever Uncle Jim got the hausaboat loaded with all that he 
could -, his shippirug pints wmld be froan Padmah, Ken- or 
Cairo, ~l l ino i s .  Then I%iqhis, Temesee ard of course w h ~  he got 
d m  m the 1- Mississimi R i e r ,  Vicksbuxy muld be his place to 
dispse of his -0. 

Q: Now he would just go fram landing to landirvg I guess to pick it up 
and dispose of it in the cities? 

A: Oh, no, the boat was big enough that he could carry, the last hat 
he had could carry tcx, full cargcxs of stuff, boxcars, nuw mind you 
boxcars were only --eight feet at  that the, mybe thirty, naw 
they are sixty 1-guess.- 

l3d of Side One, Tape One 

A: Then this bcry C l y d e  of Uncle Jim's married the girl ,  Jennie Hobbs, 
is still with him,  d he married Jenny H c b b ,  and they started cut 
forthmselves. Hebuiltaboatabcrutahundredfeetlorqandnamed 
it a* a very pmpxms famrer. The narre of the pmqemus sugar 
plantation awner was W i l l i a m  ICyle. He had the hull built and had the 
cabin built, but no machinery. By that time him and CE1ptain q l e  gut 
got very well acquainted and same more of the planters. Captah  Kyle 

him in the cwnrersatianwhat he praposed t o  do with the boat. 
Young BarbcRlr, Clyde, wts then an -hew on the Morgan Line Sugar 
Towboat Cmnparry. He told Captain Icy le ,  K-Y-GE, that he h e d  
raise money enmgh of be- an engineer he was going to 
Jeff-ille, Indim to Brothers to  have a set of machinery 
built for this boat, the W i l l i a m  +- W i l l i a m  Kyle told him to mset 
him the next mrning in Frankl Lmisiana-wetre now in Fmnklin, 
Lcdsiam--d he would t a b  him to the bank and see i f  he could raise 
t h e ~ t o b e z y t h e m a ~ w h i c h w a ~ i ~ - s e v e n h u n d r e d d o l l a r s .  
Y ~ B a r b a u r l l l a t C a p t a i n ~ l e t h e n e x t m o r d n g a r d ~ t o t h e b a n k  
a n d t o l d ~ w h a t h e ~ t o d o f o r t h i s ~ r r r a n B a r S x r u r a n d  
they wanted to ]Enclw who was going on Barbaurts nate. He said, 'We 
dontt neednonote. We'regoingto lendhimtherroraeyand Itrnsure 
he' l l  pay it backtt Barkm was a hustler, so they lent him five 
hundred dollars, mty-sevm hundred dollars, and he cclme back to 
~~~~~ille ami Contracted for the madiheq for this little 
twbmt-Sweeney built it, and shim the raachinwy and Captain 
Kyle's bank that he was asswiated w i t h  paid for the mchinery & 
Barbcrur got started. He aftevwards built a srrrall l i t t l e  boat. 
(pause) Well, then after building the W i l l i a m  Kyle and being very 
successful, then he built  the other l i t t l e  -t which at present I 
foryet the  me, then he built a bigger taw)x>at and named it after his 
wife, J d e  -. And then he used them boats arxl mcney rolled in 
tohim, O h h e w a s a ~ g e t t e r , ~ ~ t b h a v e s e e n ~ .  Years 
l a t e r h e w a s ~ s u m e s e f u l  (ard-hewasaboyhemrMatthe 
Howard S h i m  for ny -ather and father iT1 the drift bolting 
business. H i s s o u l d e s h w a s t o g o b a c k t o t h e ~ ~ ~ w h e r e  
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he had mrked me time as a poor bay aml have a good big tmboat 
built, which he mired after his wife, J d e  Ebrbar. 

Q: Nclw a l l  these tcrwboats - in the mthern trade? 

A: All of them, everyme of them arxA this l i t t l e  place &led Bayou 
Teche. I don't know yau knm it or not but all of them l i t t l e  
bayous weld call rivers bayuu, B - A - Y e .  Well the Jennie Barbaur w a s  
built at Hcrward S h i w  at  the time for wenteen thouax3 dollars, 
wauldbeahundredthausandncrw, W h e n i t c a m e t h t o g & a c r e w  
together t o  taks the boat duwn the Ohio and Mississimi into Grand 
Lzlke, upFbdRiverintoGrandLake, thmughGrandLakeirkobayout0 
this river called a bayou. It was nry job to hunt the crew. He would 
cane t o  v is i t  us ever once h awhile in cmstructim of this new 
m t a n d I w r r u l d m i t e a r d l e t h m b t h e b o a t w a s  
progressing, hcrw the machinery was cmiq along. !the machinery was 
built by the firm in New ALbarry by the nam of Charles A. Hedgewald, 
H-E-mE-W-A-lrD, I beliwe, Charles m d ,  stemnboats, they 
built all the M machinery for a length. I for the 
pilot a young man &led Mitchell Smith. One day I was a t  hcrrtlle 
walking through spring Street ami a man clmne alaq and said, '%a, 
who's going t o  take the boat durn to New Orleans?" Vaptain Mitchell 
Smith.I1 This man said, I1Aah, he can% take tbat boat d a m  there, he 
a in l t  been down the river for three years.11 Well then I recamdd 
IW. B i l l i e  Hinds as the engineer; .the deck hand a r ~ I  fireman were Mr. 
FmkDeptford. (pause) 

Q: A l l  right, who was he again? 

A: FrankDeptfodandwmpwasthedeckhandandthef*.  
T h e n ~ d a y w e ~ ~ a t t h e b o a t a n d n r y c a u s i n ~ u p t o a c c e p t  
the boat, she being finished, ard mnbd to knuw where my pilot was. 
I said, l l H e l l l  be here." Wxt he never up. I noticed everyday 
during those days that I was with him that thereld be a very old 
gentl-, poarly dressed, vmild came to that boat elmyday. Well 
whn we was discussirrg the pilut, my pilot that I mcammxM mo 
didnl t shm up, I ask my musin Steve Ehrbr  who that old gentlenun 
was that am there eveqday. He said, I 1 I r a ,  that ls  Captain Jim 
Fell. l1 He  was abcRzt --five p a r s  old I guess. I said, Why 
don't yc#2 give it to him?" Barber says, l l I t m  going to  give it to 
him." Well th@ t h  came, Captain Fell ocane, I rrret him, aur wok was 
Charles IMm and his wife Hm. IXurn, I - a kind of a cub pilot. In 
t i m e s  when Uie river wxld get very bad, the old captain a d  say, 
IWell by ,  I'll taka her nm. 'Ihe river was get t iq  pretty bad. W e  
had a great big m d n g  &air and a big mien blanket that weld put 
araurdl us, This t b  was in Octcber, and weld set in that chair and 
sleep. Getting back &fore this, Captain Barbour and Captain Pel1 on 
the road dcrwn the river gcrt into a big discussion as to h m  they 
would get  into Red River. Captain Pel1 spoke up and said, I1A Friday 
night. 'I My cousin laugh& a t  him arfi said, I 1 O h  you can% do 
that.I1 He said, "If yau give me Ira,'' thatls my name, llCaqhll to  
help ms, I'll put her in the muth of the F&d River a Friday Night.I1 

cousin B r b u r  laughed a t  him but he turned arcslxnd to me and said, 
I 1 I r a ,  you stay with the captahtW Then my jab w a s  t o  stay with the 
captain and pilot the boat as far as it wae safe for IIE to handle it. 




