
Preface 

This marrusffipt is the p- of tape-recorded interviews Colnducted 
by Sandra AmJ3ruster for the O r a l  History Office on Wr i l  5, 1982. 
Eqaret  Ibder transcribed the taps and FYancie Staggs edited the 
transcript. 

Mrs. Mabel Callarman has been a nmber of Christ Church s h  comhg 
t o  Springfield as a yaung wife. Her husband was originally frcn 
Sprhqf ield, but he was not Episcopalian. Mr. Callannan supported his 
wife's rmhrship in the church, and erzcouraged her in all the work 
she contributed over the years. -.and her husband raised a huge 
garden and had many f ru i t  trees which they shared with Jerry Wallace, 
rector of Christ Chu&~,  and f i c h  were the basis of her famous 
vegetable soup. Christ Ckurch has been willed her recipe for the soup 
which is served each year at the mumtry Cuphard. 

Readers of the oral history memoir &auld bsar im mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor sought to preserYe the informal, comersational style that is 
inherent in such h i s t o r i a  saurces. Sangam~n State University is not 
rspmible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views 
qmssed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may bs read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reprodtuced in  whole or in pa r t  by any means, electronic or rrachanical, 
without pmission in  writing frmn the Oral History Office, Sangarnon 
state University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 
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Mabel Callwman, IBcahr 29, 1982, Springfield, Illinois. 

Q: Mrs. Callerman were you born in Springfield? 

A: NO, I was born in Mhmesh.  

What city? 

A: It was no city, it was Springfield -ip. 

Q: Is that in northern MinneMlta? 

A: No, it's in the southem prprt of Minxaesota. 

Q: Haw did you did ym get to c m ~  to Sprirqfield, Illinois? 

A: We w e d  to Minneapolis frwn this tuwnship. My folks moved to 
 poli is, and there I met my husbard, and do you want to knaw how I 
lnet him? 

Q: Yes. 

A: My girlfriend and I w e r e  out for a walk, and he and his pal were 
out mlking. In those days there were no cars so walking to get w 
ice cream soda and stuff like that was all that we had for fun unless 
we went to a shm. They were a d n g  one way up University Avenue, and 
we were going the other. I had my little nephew with ms that was 
three years old. My g i r l f r i d  in- me to my husband was 
boarding at their hause. They asked us if we wanted to go for a walk. 
So, of course, we said, !@Yes. Ebt I ?id, 'Well 1'11 have to take 
Archie haw fht.It So, I staked down .the street holding Archiels 
hand. He was three years old, and my husbad who I had just rnet  took. 
ahold of his other hand, and we walked dam the street. His friend 
says, I1And a little child shall lead them. And £ram then on we 
dated. 

Q: Haw old were you? 

A: I was almost nineteen. Then in October my folks w e d  to Florida, 
and held ask& re to marry him. I wantel to go to Florida so I said, 
I1No, but we did write. So in February here canes Bert, and he was 
there three days before he asked me to mamy him again. I thought, 
I1Oh, dear, he does want me now.l1 We were married the 3rd of July. 

Q: What year was that? 

I... -. - 
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Q: lZlM YOU came back here to Springfield. How did you get here to 
Springfield, Illinois? 

A: This was =Is home. We had a son that was born in Florida, and 
he had malaria fwer. I had him to so many doctors, but they couldn't 
break the fever. one doctor told me that we would nwer  break that 
fwer until we changed climates. So, his folks lived here, and we 
mme to Springfield. W e  didn't stay here but just a few months, and 
then went back to Minneapolis. My h u s h d  couldn't stard the weather 
up there. He a u g h t  cold in his eyes all the the. So, he said, "If 
you'll m e  back to Springfield, why Ill1 let you go hame every year." 
So I did, a r d  I went hare wwy yexr to see ny folks. We ame to this 
house, ard this was the house that his folks lived in. 

Q: This one was? 

A: This one was, and I 've lived here for 67 years. Of course, it 
wasn't like it is nuw, but this was the hause. 

Q: Did yau live with his parents when yau first came? 

A: No, just for the three months, atd then we went to Minneapolis. 
When we came back, they let us have the house. I had already bought 
same furniture up in m p l i s  to go into housekeeping up there, so 
we had tha t  shipped here. This is where we lived all aur married 
life. 

Q: Isn't that nice? Mcst people don't have that stability, do they? 
How did you happen to get to Christ Church? 

A: Well, I was looking for an ~ p i w  Church ad Qrist Church was 
downtown. So I thought, well, that's the easiest to go to so that's 
where I went. That w a s  in 1915, and I've been there ever since. 

A: Y e s .  

Q: You will smn have been there 70 years, won't you? 

A: Mr. [~illim] B y  says that I'm the oldest mwJxr of the church, 
not in years but in life of menber&ip. 

Q: In terms of life of e p ?  

A: Yes. 

A: Y e s ,  and A l i c e  Feltenstein said that she went  there with her 
grandmother, but her folks w e d  to St. Johnts. There was a little 
St. John's out on 5th and North Grand and that's where Alice 
and her foIks went. E k T t  they were married in Christ Church, her 
husband and her. 



Q: So you've knm just abut everybdy who's been a marker of Christ 
Churdl, don't you? 

A: Well, all the older mesnbers, but they are all gone. -st all 
the old members are gone, and the newer m a b r s  I don't Imcrw. 

Q: Wrt yau have older people that are still active? 

A: Yes, I hm it. For all these years, I haventthen too well and 
s a m e t k  I would go and sametimes I wouldn't. But I did do a lot of 
workdownat the churchthroughthe forties andthe fifties. 

Q: HUW many children did you have? 

A: Four, one bay and three girls. 

Q: And what are their names? 

A: Wayne is my boy. Ijsrraine, Iucille, Doris. 

Q: Were they a11 baptized in the Episcopal church? 

A: Well, Wayne was baptized up in S t .  Paul's, but they've all been 
confirmed in kist Church. 

Q: Do all of them still go to Christ Church? 

A: No, just Lorraine. When Doris was married, Reverend Jacobs was 
our minister. He was on vacation, so they had the minister or rector 
fm St. Paul's marry them. He told them that Warren couldn't tab 
ccamra;mion unless he was -firmed. I didn't know this at that the, 
but I lnww different than that now because if you're baptized, you can 
take cmnrraulion. 

Q: Right. 

A: CansequerCcly they went dcrwn t o  the PrwQbrian church. So we 
lost all of the family we would have had. If he could have taken 
cammion, why, we would have had their whole family. 

Q: Now, whose family is still active there? 

Q: Lorralnels girls and Lorraine is the one that sarq in the choir. 

A: Yes, and Qlarlene, one of QLarlenets daughtem, Beth, goes t o  
Surday Sdxx,1. Wrt the little boy, I don't but he was 
reprhmded far--sa~thirg or *-by one of his teachers-and we 
could never get h i m  to go back. His mts, his fa- is Rmnan 
Catholic, and they didn't mahe him go back. 

Q: N w  Judy Lmbr t  is your granddaughter, right? 

A: Yes. 
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Q: Ami w h i c h  one of y a y  girls is her mOthBr? Lorraine is Judy's 
mother? 

A: Oh, yes, 

Q: And then Lonainefs children go thare too, don't they? And w h a t  
are their names? Is it Craig? 

A: Craig and Geoqe hoth went there, though George is in St. M s  
naw, and Qaig is ul college down in Florida. Vickie is the youngest 
child. 

Q: You told rrie a minute ago you had four children and how m y  grand 
children? 

Q: And h m  many great-grand children? 

A: F o w h e n  g m d  d.lildrm and twenty-seven grea.t-grand children. 
Shelley is Judy's other daughter, and Judy's children have all been 
baptized and confirmed in clhrist church. 

Q: You told me when I talked to you before that you were  such g c d  
friends with J a q  Wallace? 

Q: Tell me spoa of the things you remenhr abwt J-. 

A: Jerry liked ny haw ktter than any hcaue in the parish. I think 
it w a s  because we had a big yarcl, and we had a lot of fruit and cherry 
trees and different things. His boys--he didn't have m y  girls,  and 
it waa all boys--& the boy: just loved to climb trees and pick 
cherries and stuff. But he was a mrYderj3.d person though. 

Q: He w a s  here twenty-five years? He was a very good friend. D i d  
you lnww his wife, too? 

A: Yes. 

a: What was her name? 

A: Oh, I should knaw it, but I can't mmnbr. 

Q: That's okay. H m  many boys did he have? 

Q: Were they the ages of your children? 

A: Just ewctly the ages of my children, as my girls. In fact, 
Billie his youngest, and Doris, no, it wasn't Bris it was Lucille, 
were born just about the - time and were baptized at the sam the, 
andtheywereconfirmedat*sametime. 



Q: Was it under Jerry Wallace that you started makirg the soup? 

A: No, that was  -under Reverend Jacobs. 

Q: Were you active in the wanen's organizations when Jerry was here? 
was there anything like . . . 
A: No, I had no transportation and to go in on the streetcar, we had 
to go dam there to mother street or w a l k  up to Capitol or w a l k  up to 
14th Street to catch a streetcar. I w m t  to &urch because my husband 
took me, but I wasn't active in arrything at that t b .  

A: Oh, yes. One thing that the church warm did--well, we called it 
the auxiliary then, ard they had their every mwber canvas. They did 
all the dusting an3 the silver and the candelabras, ard we would 
invite the bishop, arrl it was a regular banquet when we had our annual 
rfleetm. 

Q: Haw did you happen to start making the soup? 

A: I was elected as &innan for the bazaar luncheon. We had a lot 
of vegetables here, and I mqht saw meat, and I made the soup. It 
didn't cost anything and I told the ladies and I said, ItYou don't haw 
how to ma)re money, you can't spend money to make mney. They said, 
IWell, what do you m e d n ? I 1  I says, lWell, everyone has got to donate 
things. It They said, do ycu want us to donate?'@ I said, ''1 want 
all the sandwich breads and all the mkes and pies d~nated.~ One of 
them said# W e  will do and they've bm doing it ever since. 

Q: Ard they do it just exactly that way. 
Jremabr? 

what year was it, do you 

A: N o t  exactly, but it was h the middle forties. 

Q: In the middle forties. I wondered huw long they had been doing 
it? 

A: Oh, theytve been doing it longer than that but . . . 
Q: oh, they had smeething before that? 

A: Yes, they had luncheons and bazaars, you knaw, but it was me who 
s- the soup. 

Q: I didn't realize they had even had it before then? 

A: Oh, yes, they did. 

Q: Who were same of the people you remember E m  when you first went 
into the c h r n ?  

A: The Hatch's. Since I 've been sick this last time, my memory is 
getting so terrible I just hate it. 



Q: Was G m t h a  Ieinicke there? 

A: Yes. Well, you see I w a s  sick up in St .  Paul visiting ny sister. 
I w a s  sick up them and had an operation. She came & I met her. 
She was so nice. 

A: Who's? 

Q: Mrs. Imphier, the one that was there when you first went, would 
that have been ~i t sy  Beardlsqreat -. Now Bitsy is a 
mnphier, I know that. 

A: Well, I just couldn't say, I don't kncrw, and then there was  the 
Holbrrxks. 

Q: What w e r e  they like? 

A: Well, there were just M r .  and M r s .  Holbrwk. They had no 
children. M r s .  Holbrmk did an awful lot for the church, but she was 
a busybodty. When we had the church refurbished she put in a l l  the 
l ights that we have nm, and she had all the brass cleaned and 
polished. Mrs. Hatch put in the organ, or the Hatch's put in the 
organ. Mrs. Palmer, well that was later, the mmdos that we have 
now, Mrs. Palmer put in. 

Q: Do you rmember who was the priest ---when you did all that 
refurbishing? 

A: Y e s ,  I thhk  it w a s  Reverend Jambs. I know it was because that's 
haw we happened to lose a good family there. The people didn't have 
any d.lildren, but they helped a lot in the church. 

Q: Do you mmrbr P a m 1  Hatch? 

A: Y e s .  

A: I mmber that he was very stern. He was president of the First 
National Bank, 

Q: So you've never held an office in the auxiliary or anything like 
that? 

A: No, I've never had an office, but I've been a chairman of 
different thirgs. Well, I was luxbeon chairman for twelve years. 
Everytime they elected a new president, they got me to be luncheon 
chairman. I put on scrme grand lunches, toa. 

Q: Oh, I've heard you did. Was it just a once a year thing, being 
the luncheon -innan? 
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A: It was for the bazaar. No, it wasn't just a one thing. I put on 
the luncheon for smeral things. But like I said before, the annual 
meting, and crme time I made fourteen . . . 

A: Yes. 

Q: That's a lot of cooking. Did you have chickens and raise your own 
eggs, too? 

A: I had chicken and eggs, too. I did a lot of work. I tmk  mre of 
them, and we didn't have refrigeration like they have tcday. It was 
iceboxes. 

Q: Did you have one stored in every neighbor's refrigerator for miles 
around? 

A: No, I made them all in one day so we didn't have to store it. 

Q: That's a lot of -king. Yau didn't have an electric mixer 
either, did you? 

A: No, I had my hand. Oh, as I say, I've done lots and lots of work 
for that church. They just don't realize h m  much work that I've done 
for it. 

Q: People just don't do that kind of work anymore. 

A: I put on lunches all the the, and I'd put on such WO- 
lunches for them. One t h  a man came back and said, Who's the 
ccmk?I1 Of course, they a l l  pointed at m. He says, ltHaw do you make 
those potatoes?'1 I had potatoes there, you bm. I would just put 
them on and mash them and put them back. 

Q: Oh, twice baked? 

A: Y e s ,  and he says, Wcrw did you make those potatoes? Those were 
thebest potatoes I wertasted." 

Q: Kind of made your day worthwhile, didn't it? 

A: I said, I1That1s the cook's secret.I1 

A: No. 

Q: Do you m m b e r  the Bcmmer Davis Club? 

A: I ramher it, but I never did cook for it. 

Q: I haw Mrs. Sclhoening said, "It seems like they sort of forgotten 
her, she used to work so hard for things and . . . II 
A: Well, m. Sch- used to work for me. 
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Q: Was she a pretty lady? 

A: Yes, I don't huw how she is nuw. 

Q: She still has the most beautiful skin and eyes, and &he's so full 
of it. She's pretty blind, but her eyes still snap when she gets to 
talkhg. Especially about Mrs. IXcbr George Palmer. Was M r s .  Palrner 
a character? 

A: No, I didn't think so. 

Q: I guess they just clashed. 

A: Well, yes. I liked Mrs. P a w .  Of course, she was one of the 
workers. 

Q: She worked hard, too? 

A: No, didn't work out, but she helm in other ways. I liked 
Mrs. Pa ln re r , and i t s eemdl ikewhanweused to t ake tums~erv~ the  
coffee, and she couldn't get  anybody to serve the coffee, she'd came 
to me. She'd say, '!Mrs. Callemran, I can't get m y k d y  to serve that 
coffee, will you serve it? You are always here. So alrrmst every 
SwadayIhadtoservethecoffeeandmakeit .  

Q: So they had lib coffee and doughnuts like they still do? 

A: No, we didn't have any doughnuts. This was just coffee, and I 
didn't have to wash any dishes. We had a wonderful janitor a t  that 
time. If there was a big dinner, I used to pay h i m  for washing the 
dishes, otherwise he had t o  wash the dishes. 

A: No. 

Q: Was that the black janitor? 

A: No. He and his wife were sick at the same t h .  They both had-- 
w h a t  Is  that terrible disease? 

Q: Cancer? 

A: Cancer, they both had cancer. The Hatch girl, oh what was her 
name? 

Q: There was Cornelia. 

A: Cornelia Hat&. Oh, she paid for all their bills. I don't know 
whether it was their doctor bill or their hospital bill. It was so 
wonderful, the thing that she did for them. She was a quiet person 
and she didn't have much t o  say, but she was a wonderful pwson. I 
don't know haw she was with other people, but I wasn't with her very 
much. I saw her after church, and I would speak and that would be 
a b u t  it. 
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Q: Were the people friendly w h a  you first went there? 

A: No, I was there a long t i m e  before 1 knew anyme. 

Q: When did it start kca&q a friendly church? Qn you pinpoint 
any specific the, or was it very gradual? 

Q: Who was the minister then? 

A: I think it w a s  Rev- J a w .  Reverend Jacabs was there eight 
years, I think. Nm, I'm not sure a b u t  that. I'm not sure about 
eight years. 

Q: He was there twenty-five years? 

Q: Oh,   ill Jacobs. H e  w a s  fourtea years. I think it was 
l q e r  than pmple realized. 

A: You knw, Habey said that he thought that merend J a m  has been 
back here two or three times. Habey told someone that maybe he would 
make his hame here because I've w e r  seen him. 

Q: He's talking about it. I don't think he's retired yet. But he 
would like to cume back to Springfield to live. 

A: Well, scnne people didn't like him, but I thought he was grand. I 
tell you why I thought he was grad. husand wasn't a n m i b r  of the 
church although whatever money I wanted to give to the church, my 
husband let rn give it. When they built our Sunday School, my he 
wanted to know what I wanted to pledge, and he let n~ have what I 
wantsd to pledge. 

W son had heart tmuble and my daughter-in-law had mcer .  She wouLd 
go hcnre, and when she would go hame, held try to do for her. She 
would want to go upstairs, and he would carry her upstairs, and then 
she'd want down, and he'd carry her back down. She died the 2nd of 
mth, and he died the 26th. He was buried on his birthday, the 29th. 
It was so sad. 

Q: Oh yes. HCYW old was he? 

A: Forty-six. 

Q: Oh, just a yaung man. 

A: She was forty-two, and he was forty-six. Here he is. (shows 
pi-) 

Q: Hclw old was he in that picture? 




























