Preface

This mamuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted
by Sardra Armbruster for the Oral History Office on April 5, 1982.
Margaret Reeder transcribed the tapes and Francie Staggs edited the
transcript.

Mrs. Mabel Callarman has been a member of Christ Church since coming
to Springfield as a yourg wife. Her husband was originally from
springfield, but he was not Episcopalian. Mr. Callarman supported his
wife's membership in the church, amd encouraged her in all the work
she contributed over the years. She and her husband raised a huge
garden and had many fruit trees which they shared with Jerry Wallace,
rector of Christ Church, and which were the basis of her famous
vegetable soup., Christ Church has been willed her recipe for the soup
which is served each year at the Country Cupboard.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
irherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243,
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Mabel Callerman, December 29, 1982, Springfield, Illinois.
Sandra Armbruster, Interviewer.

Mrs. Callerman were you born in Springfield?

No, I was born in Minnesota.

what city?

It was no city, it was Springfield Township.

Is that in northern Minnesota?

No, it's in the southern part of Minnesota.

How did you did you get to come to Springfield, Illinois?

R Qe 2 Qo ®r Qo 2o

We moved to Minneapolis from this township. My folks moved to
MJ.nneapol:Ls, and there I met my husband, and do you want to know how I
met him?

Q: Yes.

A: My girlfriend and I were out for a walk, and he and his pal were
out walking. In those days there were no cars so walking to get an
ice cream soda and stuff like that was all that we had for fun unless
we went to a show. They were coming one way up University Avenue, and
we were going the other. I had my little nephew with me that was
three years old. My girlfriend introduced me to my husband who was
boarding at their house. They asked us 1fwewantedtogo for a walk.
So, of course, we said, "Yes." But I s(an.d "Well I'1l have to take
Archie home first." So, I started down the street holding Archie's
hand. He was three years old, and my husband who I had just met took
ahold of his other hand, and we walked down the street. His friend
says, "And a little child shall lead them." And from then on we
dated.

Q: How old were you?

A: I was almost nineteen. Then in Octcber my folks moved to Florida,
and he'd asked me to marry him. I wanted to go to Florida so I said,
"No," but we did write. So in February here comes Bert, and he was
there three days before he asked me to marry him again. I thought,
"Oh, dear, he does want me now." We were married the 3rd of July.

Q: What year was that?

A: 1911.
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Q: Then you came back here to Springfield. How did you get here to
Springfield, Illinois?

A: This was Bert's home. We had a son that was born in Florida, and
he had malaria fever. I had him to so many doctors, but they couldn't
break the fever. One doctor told me that we would never break that
fever until we changed climates. So, his folks lived here, and we
came to Springfield. We didn't stay here but just a few months, and
then went back to Minneapolis. My husband couldn't stand the weather
up there. He caught cold in his eyes all the time. So, he said, "If
you'll move back to Springfield, why I'll let you go home every year."
So I did, and I went home every year to see my folks. We came to this
house, and this wag the house that his folks lived in.

Q: This one was?

A: This one was, and I've lived here for 67 years. Of course, it
wasn't like it is now, but this was the house.

Q: Did you live with his parents when you first came?

A: No, just for the three months, and then we went to Minneapolis.
When we came back, they let us have the house. I had already bought
some furniture up in Minneapolis to go into housekeeping up there, so
wi had that shipped here. This is where we lived all ocur married
life.

Q: Isn't that nice? Most people don't have that stability, do they?
How did you happen to get to Christ Church?

A: Well, T was looking for an Episcopal Church and Christ Church was
downtown. So I thought, well, that's the easiest to go to so that's
where I went. That was in 1915, and I've been there ever since.

Q: 19157

A: Yes,

Q: You will soon have been there 70 years, won't you?

A: Mr. [William] Day says that I'm the oldest member of the church,
not in years but in life of membership.

Q: In terms of life of membership?
A: Yes,

Q: Yes, because Mrs. Schoening was grown up when she started going
tllEIe. °

A: Yes, and Alice Feltenstein said that she went there with her
grandmother, but her folks moved to St. John's. There was a little
St. John's Church out on 5th and North Grand and that's where Alice
and her folks went. But they were married in Christ Church, her
husband and her.
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Q: So you've known just about everybody who's been a member of Christ
Church, don't you?

A: Well, all the older members, but they are all gone. Almost all
the old members are gone, and the newer members I don't know.

Q: But you have older people that are still active?
A: Yes, I know it. For all these years, I haven't been too well and
sometimes T would go and sometimes I wouldn't. But I did do a lot of
work down at the church through the forties and the fifties.
Q: How many children did you have?
A: Four, ocne boy ard three girls.
Q: And what are their names?
Wayne is my boy. Lorraine, Iucille, Doris.
Q: Were they all baptized in the Episcopal church?

A: Well, Wayne was baptized up in St. Paul's, but they've all been
nfirmed in Christ church.

Q: Do all of them still go to Christ Church?

A: No, just Iorraine. When Doris was married, Reverend Jacobs was
our minister. He was on vacation, so they had the minister or rector
from St. Paul's marry them. He told them that Warren couldn't take
cammunion unless he was confirmed. I didn't know this at that time,
but I know different than that now because if you're baptized, you can
take commnion.

Q: Right.

A: Consequently they went down to the Presbyterian church. So we
lost all of the family we would have had. If he could have taken
cammunion, why, we would have had their whole family.

Now, whose family is still active there?

lorraine's.

2 ¥ Q

Lorraine's girls and Lorraine is the one that sang in the choir.

A: Yes, and Charlene, one of Charlene's daughters, Beth, goes to
Sunday School. But the little boy, I don't know but he was
reprimanded for--something or other—by one of his teachers--and we
could never get him to go back. His parents, his father is Roman
Catholic, and they didn't make him go back.

Q: Now Judy Lambert is your granddaughter, right?
A: Yes,
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Q: And vwhich one of your girls is her mother? ILorraine is Judy's
mother?

A: Oh, yes.

Q: And then Iorraine's children go there too, don't they? And what
are their names? Is it Craig?

A: Craig and George both went there, though George is in St. Louis
now, and Craig is in college down in Florida. Vickie is the youngest
child.

Q: You told me a minute ago you had four children and how many grand
children?

A: Twenty-seven.

Q: And how many great—-grand children?

A: TFourteen grand children and twenty-seven great-grand children.
Shelley is Judy's other daughter and Judy's children have all been
baptized and confirmed in Christ Church.

Q: You told me when I talked to you before that you were such good
friends with Jerry Wallace?

A: I was!
Q: Tell me same of the things you remember about Jerry.

A: Jerry liked my home better than any home in the parish. I think
ltmsbecausewehadablgyard and we had a lot of frultandmerw
trees and different things. His boys~-he didn't have any girls, and
it was all boys--and the boys just loved to climb trees and pick
cherries and stuff. But he was a wonderful person though.

Q: He was here twenty-five years? He was a very good friend. Did
you know his wife, too?

A: Yes.,

Q: What was her name?

A: Oh, T should know it, but I can't remember,

Q: That's okay. How many boys did he have?

A: He had three boys.

Q: Were they the ages of your children?

A: Just exactly the ages of my children, as my girls. In fact,

Billie his youngest, and Doris, no, it wasn't Doris it was Iuc:Llle,
were born just about the same time and were baptized at the same time,
and they were confirmed at the same time.
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Q: Was it under Jerry Wallace that you started making the soup?
A: No, that wags under Reverend Jacobs.

Q: Were you active in the women's organizations when Jerry was here?
Was there anything like . . .

A: No, I had no transportation and to go in on the streetcar, we had
to go down there to another street or walk up to Capitol or walk up to
14th Street to catch a streetcar. I went to church because my husband
took me, but I wasn't active in anything at that time.

Q: Did they have the women's groups then?

A: ©Oh, yes. One thing that the church women did—-—well, we called it
the auxiliary then, and they had their every member canvas. They did
all the dusting and the silver and the candelabras, and we would
invite the bishop, and it was a regular banquet when we had our annual
meetings.

Q: How did you happen to start making the soup?

A: T was elected as chairman for the bazaar luncheon. We had a lot
of vegetables here, and I bought some meat, and T made the soup. It
didn't cost anything and I told the ladies and I said, "You don't know
how to make money, you can't spend money to make money." They said,
"Well, what do you mean?" I says, "Well, everyone has got to donate
things." They said, "What do you want us to donate?" I said, "I want
all the sandwich breads and all the cakes and pies donated." One of
them said, "We will do it," and they've been doing it ever since.

Q: 2And they do it just exactly that way. What year was it, do you
remember?

A: Not exactly, but it was in the middle forties.

Q: In the middle forties. I wondered how long they had been doing
it?

A: Oh, they've been doing it longer than that but . . .
Q: ©Oh, they had something before that?

A: Yes, they had luncheons and bazaars, you know, but it was me who
started the soup.

Q: I didn't realize they had even had it before then?
A: ©h, yes, they did.

Q: Who were some of the pecple you remember from when you first went
into the church?

A: The Hatch's. Since I've been sick this last time, my memory is
getting so terrible I just hate it.
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Q: Was Grardma Ieinicke there?

A: Yes. Well, you see I was sick up in St. Paul visiting my sister.
Iwassickuptherearxihadanoperatlon She came and I met her.
She was so nice,

Q: Would that be Bitsy Beard's great grandmother?
A: Who's?

Q: Mrs. Ianphler, the one that was there when you first went, would
that have been Bitsy Beard's great grandmother. Now Bitsy is a
Ianphier, I know that.

A: Well, I just couldn't say, I don't know, and then there was the
Holbrooks.

Q: What were they like?

A: Well, there were just Mr. and Mrs. Holbrook. They had no
children Mrs. Holbrook did an awful lot for the church, but she was

. When we had the church refurbished she put in all the
lights that we have now, and she had all the brass cleaned ard
polished. Mrs. Hatch put in the organ, or the Hatch's put in the
organ. Mrs. Palmer, well that was later, the reredos that we have
now, Mrs. Palmer put in.

Q: Do you remember who was the priest then——when you did all that
refurbishing?

A: Yes, I think it was Reverend Jacobs. I know it was because that's
how we happened to lose a good fa:mlly there. The people didn't have
any children, but they helped a lot in the church.

Q: Do you remember Pascal Hatch?

A: Yes,

Q: What do you remember about him?

A: 1 remember that he was very stern. He was president of the First
National Bank.

Q: So you've never held an office in the auxiliary or anything like
that?

A: No, I've never had an office, but I've been a chairman of
different things. Well, I was luncheon chairman for twelve years,
Everytime they elected a new president, they got me to be luncheon
chairman, I put on some grand lunches, too.

Q: ©Oh, I've heard you did. Was it just a once a year thing, being
the luncheon chairman?
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A: It was for the bazaar. No, it wasn't just a one thing. I put on
the luncheon for several things. But like I said before, the annual
meeting, and one time I made fourteen . . .

Q: All from scratch, too?

A: Yes.

Q: That's a lot of cooking. Did you have chickens and raise your own
eggs, too?

A: T had chicken and egys, too. I did a lot of work. I took care of
them, and we didn't have refrigeration like they have today. It was
iceboxes.

Q: Did you have one stored in every neighbor's refrigerator for miles
around?

A: No, I made them all in one day so we didn't have to store it.

Q: That's a lot of cooking. You didn't have an electric mixer
either, did you?

A: No, T had my hand. ©Oh, as I say, I've done lots and lots of work
for that church. They just don'‘t realize how much work that I've done
for it.

Q: People just don't do that kind of work anymore.

A: T put on lunches all the time, and I'd put on such worderful
lunches for them. One time a man came back and said, "Wwho's the
cook?" Of course, they all pointed at me. He says, "How do you make
those potatoes?" T had potatoes there, you know. I would just put
them on and mash them and put them back.

Q: ©Oh, twice baked?

A: Yes, and he says, "How did you make those potatoes? Those were
the best potatoes I ever tasted."

Q: Kind of made your day worthwhile, didn't it?
A: I said, "That's the cook's secret."

Did you cook for the men's luncheons then?
A: No.
Q: Do you remember the Boomer Davis Club?
A: I remember it, but I never did cock for it.

Q: I know Mrs, Schoening said, "It seems like they sort of forgotten
her, she used to work so hard for things and . . ."

A: Well, Mrs. Schoening used to work for me.
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Q: Was she a pretty lady?
A: Yes, I don't know how she is now.

Q: She still has the most beautiful skin and eyes, ard she's so full
of it. She's pretty blind, but her eyes still snap when she gets to
talking. Especially about Mrs, Doctor George Palmer. Was Mrs. Palmer
a character?

A: No, I didn't think so.
Q: I guess they just clashed.

A: Well, yes., I liked Mrs. Palmer. Of course, she was one of the
workers.

Q: She worked hard, too?

A: No, she didn't work out, but she helped in other ways. I liked
Mrs. Palmer, and it seemed like when we used to take turns serving the
coffee, and she couldn't get anybody to serve the coffee, she'd come
to me. She'd say, "Mrs. Callerman, I can't get anybody to serve that
coffee, will you serve it? You are always here." So almost every
Sunday I had to serve the coffee and make it.

Q: So they had like coffee and doughnuts like they still do?

A: No, we didn't have any doughnuts. This was just coffee, and I
didn't have to wash any dishes. We had a wonderful janitor at that
time. If there was a big dimmer, I used to pay him for washing the
dishes, otherwise he had to wash the dishes.

Q: Do you remember his hame?
A: No.

Q: Was that the black janitor?
A:

No. He and his wife were sick at the same time. They both had--~
what's that terrible disease?

Q: Cancer?

A: Cancer, they both had cancer. The Hatch girl, oh what was her
name?

Q: 'There was Cornelia.

A: Cornelia Hatch. O©Oh, she paid for all their bills. I don't know
whether it was their doctor bill or their hospital bill. It was so
wonderful, the thing that she did for them. She was a cuiet person
andshedldn'thavemchtosay, but she was a worderful person. I
don't know how she was with other people, but I wasn't with her very
much. I saw her after church, and I would speak and that would be
about it.
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Q: Were the pecple friendly when you first went there?
A: No. I was there a long time before I knew anyone.

Q: when did it start becoming a friendly church? Can you pinpoint
any specific time, or was it very gqradual?

A: I think it finally began when we had our suppers and things like
that. That was when it became friendly.

Q: Who was the minister then?

A: I think it was Reverend Jacobs. Reverend Jacobs was there eight
years, I think. Now, I'm not sure about that. I'm not sure about
eight years.

Q: He was there twenty-five years?
A: Jaccobs?

Q: ©Oh, Bill Jacobs. He was there fourteen years. I think it was
longer than people realized.

A: You know, Hobey said that he thought that Reverend Jacobs has been
back here two or three times. Hobey told someone that maybe he would
make his home here because I've never seen him,

Q: He's talking about it. I don't think he's retired yet. But he
would like to come back to Springfield to live.

A: Well, some people didn't like him, but I thought he was grand. I
tell you why I thought he was grand. My husand wasn't a member of the
church although whatever money I wanted to give to the church, my
husband let me give it. When they built ocur Sunday School, why he
wanted to know what I wanted to pledge, and he let me have what I
wanted to pledge.

My son had heart trouble and my daughter-in-law had cancer. She would
go hame, and when she would go hame, he'd try to do for her. She
would want to go upstairs, and he would carry her upstairs, and then
she'd want down, and he'd carry her back down. She died the 2nd of
month, and he died the 26th. He was buried on his birthday, the 29th.
It was so sad.

Q: Oh yes. How old was he?

A: Forty-six.

Q: Oh, just a young man.

A: She was forty-two, and he was forty-six. Here he is. (shows
picture)

Q¢ How old was he in that picture?
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A: Well, he was in his forties. I can never understand how he got
into the service or how he was drafted because he had five children,
buthewasdraftedam‘lhadtogo. He never got home when the rest of

them got home in July. He was stationed in France, and he didn't get
home until January.

Q: What branch of service was he in?

A: Army. But they had a tough -job.

Q: What did he do?

A: If someone was shot, he had to go out and treat that person.

Q: A medic.

A: A medic, and that was a dangerous job.

Q: Were his children grown when he and his wife died?

A: Well, they were. But the youngest son, it's telling on him now,
even now. He lost his home and his father and mother all in one week.
He was too young.

Q: How old was he?

A: He was in his teens. I forget just how old he was.

Q: Did he come to live with you then?

A: No, he went with his brother. One of his brothers who was
married, and then he married and moved out. I think he went to the
army, but I'm not sure about that. He would get such terrible
depressed feelings so bad and even have to go the hospital to be
treated. Ikrmitwasbecausehewasjusttooyoungtolose
everything at one time. I know one time T said samething or other
after my husband died about selling out, and he says, "Why don't you
go and get in an apartment?" They thought there was too much work
here for me. I've got two acres, and I've got all that grass to cut.
I done it by pushing the lawrmower back and forth. I couldn't get an
electric mower down that far, and they thought it was too much work
for me. Well, by the time I got it all done, then I had to start
doing it over, and there's so much to do.

Q: Your children helped you?
A: No, they were all married.
Q: Do they help you keep it mowed now?

A: No, I pay for it to be mowed. You know what happened to me this
last week? Well, someone came in and stole both of my riding
lawrnmowers. I had just bought a new one.

Q: Did your insurance take care of it for you?








































