
PREFACE 

This  manuscr ipt  i s  a complete  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a t a p e  recorded 
i n t e r v i e w  conducted August 29,  1978 by Horace Q. Wagganer f o r  t h e  
Oral H i s t o r y  O f f i c e .  T h i s  i s  one of a series of i n t e r v i e w s  conducted 
i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Old Shawneetown Rank P r o j e c t .  Memories of a 
Bank a n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  and documentary i n v e n t o r y  a t  Old Shawneetown 
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was pub l i shed  i n  1979 by t h e  Ora l  H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  Sangamon S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y .  Linda Jetter t r a n s c r i b e d  t h e  t a p e  and Horace Waggoner 
e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

M r .  Caldwel l  was born  i n  Omaha, I l l i n o i s ,  on January  22 ,  1902. H e  
moved t o  Shawneetown i n  1923. H i s  pr imary memories of t h e  bank a r e  
from having helped p a i n t  t h e  i n s i d e  a t  one t i m e  and from p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  t h e  c i t y  government which h e l d  e l e c t i o n s  and opera ted  a Justice 
of the Peace o f f i c e  i n  t h e  basement i n  t h e  1920's and 1930 's .  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should  b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  n a r r a t o r  
and e d i t o r  sought  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n f o r m a l ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e  
t h a t  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e s .  Sangamon S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  is  n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy  of t h e  memoir, 
n o r  f o r  views expressed t h e r e i n ;  these are f o r  the r e a d e r  t o  judge.  

The manuscr ipt  may be r e a d ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  be  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical ,  
w i t h o u t  pe rmiss ion  i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



Fred Caldwel l ,  August 29 ,  1978, Shawneetown, I l l i n o i s .  

Horace Q.  Waggoner, I n t e r v i e w e r .  

A. Read i t  t h e r e .  ( p o i n t s  t o  Xerox copy of newspaper p i c t u r e ,  w i t h  t i t l e  
and c a p t i o n ,  which h e  has handed t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r )  

Q. (Reading t i t l e  above photograph)  " ~ e r c h a n t ' s  Shawneetown B a s e b a l l  
Team." (Reads c a p t i o n  t o  h i m s e l f )  Max G a l t .  Yes. 

A. Now, my b r o t h e r ,  you s e e ,  h e  was born i n  Omaha. At Omaha. H i s  
f a t h e r  w a s  depo t  a g e n t  t h e r e .  

Q.  Oh, I see. Yes. 

A .  A n d  h e  wore g r e a t ,  l o n g  h a i r .  P l a i t s .  H i s  mother p l a i t e d  h i s  h a i r  
u n t i l  h e  w a s  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  y e a r s  o l d .  

Q. Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  And h e  g radua ted  from t h e  e i g h t h  g r a d e  w i t h  my o ldes t - -  
my o l d e s t  b r o t h e r  i s  deceased--And t h e y  went ,  him and t h i s  D r .  Bryant  
t h a t  was o u t  h e r e ,  and t h e r e  i s  j u s t  o m ,  I t h i n k ,  j u s t  one a l i v i n g ,  
t h a t  was w i t h  them back i n  Omaha, t h a t  was w i t h  them, you s e e .  

Q .  Oh, I s e e .  Wel l ,  and this--Now, may 1 t a k e  t h i s  and r e t u r n  i t  t o  
you. 

A. I f  y o u ' l l  r e t u r n  i t .  Yes, s i r .  

Q.  A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  I ' l l  do t h a t .  

A 
A .  A n d  make a p i c t u r e  of i t .  Hubert  --Now, Hubert--You know Huber t?  

Q. Wel l ,  I 've met him. 

A .  He's  g o t  a machine and h e  can make t h a t  f i n e .  

Q.  I see .  A 1 1  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

A. He can do i t .  H e ' l l  do i t ,  you s e e .  

Q.  Very good. 

A. Hubert  w i l l  do t h a t  f o r  you. 

Jr 
Hubert Combs--caretaker a t  Shawneetown S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  S i t e .  I E D ]  
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Q. Yes, sir .  

A .  Now, t h e n ,  start t a l k i n g .  

Q .  Were you born i n  Shawneetown, s i r ?  

A.  I was born a t  Omaha. 

Q. I n  Omaha, Nebraska. 

A .  Omaha, I l l i n o i s .  

Q.  Oh, I l l i n o i s !  I see. 

A.  North p a r t  of t h e  county.  

Q.  I s e e .  Yes. And w h a t ' s  your  b i r t h d a t e ,  s i r ?  

A.  1902.  January  t h e  22nd. 

Q. I s e e .  Y e s .  When d i d  you move t o  Shawneetown? 

A. I n  1926, b u t  1 worked--My f a t h e r  was s e c t i o n  foreman. Worked a long  
t h i s  B & O [ B a l t i m o r e  and Ohio] R a i l r o a d ,  worked f o r t y - f i v e  y e a r s .  L i s t e n  
t o  me. F o r t y - f i v e  y e a r s ,  s i x  days  a  week, no coffee-break!  Four th  o f  
J u l y  was h i s  b i r t h d a y .  And Decora t ion  Day, t h e  F o u r t h  of J u l y  and 
Chris tmas w a s  t h e  t h r e e  days  t h e y  g o t  o f f  and t h e y  worked s i x t y  minu tes ,  
an  hour  w i t h o u t  a  c o f f e e b r e a k  and h e  never  
y e a r s  and t h e  most money h e  e v e r  g o t  was a 

Q.  A month. 

missed a day i n  f o r t y - f i v e  
hundred and t h i r t y  d o l l a r s .  

A.  T h a t ' s  r i g h t  and had n i n e  c h i l d r e n .  E i g h t " s t r a i g h t  boys and my 
s i s t e r - -and  t h i s  g i r l  came a long  i n  1923  and t h a t ' s  when I worked f o r  
the-- laying heavy s tee l ,  you s e e .  He l a i d  heavy s t e e l  from h e r e ,  from 
Shawneetown, t o  Edgewood up on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  F l o r a  on t h e  branch 
l i n e  of t h e  B & 0 .  

Q. I see. Yes, sir .  

A.  Three o r  f o u r  of us  boys worked, you s e e .  He'd work u s  h a r d e r  t h a n  
h e  would you. 

Q .  Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q.  So, you worked w i t h  him on t h e  r a i l r a a d .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. When d i d  you s tar t  working on t h e  r a i l r o a d ?  

A .  Oh, t h a t  was i n  . . . i n  . . . 1923.  When they  b u i l t  t h i s  [ S t a t e  
Route] t h i r t e e n .  You know what a man t o l d  me? 7: went i n t o  h i s  s t o r e  
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down t h e r e  and t h e y  would--And t h e n ,  M i s t e r ,  t h e r e  was s i x  h o t e l s  t h e r e .  

Q. I n  Old Shawneetown? 

A. There  w a s  s i x  and t h e y  was f u l l  t o  c a p a c i t y ,  e v e r y  n i g h t .  And t h i s  
man, by t h e  name of Louis  Goetzman, h e  s a y s ,  "Caldwell ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you 
what p r o g r e s s  w i l l  do. I t ' l l  k i l l  and i t ' l l  make, b u t , "  h e  s a y s ,  " t h i s  
t h i r t e e n  w i l l  k i l l  Shawneetown." 

Q.  Oh. And i t  d i d ,  

A. And i t  d i d .  

Q. I n  what way? 

A. Well  . . . When they  b u i l t  t h e  highway and t h e  b r i d g e  a c r o s s ,  they  
went t o  d i f f e r e n t  towns and e v e r y t h i n g .  See,  t h i s  B & 0 would cone i n  
of a  n i g h t .  It l e f t  F l o r a  and come through Omaha and come a l l  t h e  way 
down and l a y  o v e r  u n t i l  morning. And then ,  t h e r e  would be  one meet-- 
They'd meet a t  Omaha. Two of  them. One a  coming--You could  go each way. 

Well ,  i f  you were i n  Shawneetown, say  you wanted t o  go t o  Omaha o r  F l o r a ,  
why, you cou ld  c a t c h  t h a t  morning t r a i n  and come back on t h e  n i g h t  t r a i n  
and i t  would l a y  over  t h e r e .  A l l  r i g h t ,  t h e y  brought  t h e s e  drummers and 
t h e  man rode  the--had a s tagecoach  and h e ' d  go down t h e r e  w i t h  two h o r s e s  
and h e ' d  h a u l  you t o  t h e  R i v e r s i d e  [Hote l ]  o r  any of t h e s e  h o t e l s  f o r  a 
dime o r  f i f t e e n  c e n t s  and b r i n g  your  t r u n k s  and t h i n g s .  Had a d r a y  and 
o t h e r  h o r s e s  t o  d r a y ,  you s e e ,  and h a u l  them, you see, and t h e s e  drummers 
and a l l .  

And h e  said--And t h e r e  was t h r e e  of t h e s e  b r o t h e r s ,  you s e e ,  and t h e y  was 
businessmen and e v e r y t h i n g .  Now, h e  s a i d ,  "Caldwell--"That was t h e  
Rivers ide . "  T h i s  Ray Blades  t h a t  p layed w i t h  t h e  C a r d i n a l s  w a s  born i n  
Shawneetown. H i s  f a t h e r ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  r u n  t h a t  R i v e r s i d e  H o t e l  and h e  
went t o  s c h o o l  i n  Shawneetown. 

Q. And h i s  name was Blades?  

A. Ray Blades .  

Q .  Ray Blades .  Yes. 

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q. You say  t h e r e  were s i x  h o t e l s  i n  . . . 
A. There  w e r e  s i x  h o t e l s .  

Q. How many banks were there there a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A .  Two. 

Q .  There  were two banks .  

A. Two. 
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Q. Which ones  were t h o s e ?  

A .  That was The F i r s t  N a t i o n a l ,  t h e  one t h a t  s t a n d s  there--The one t h a t  
y o u ' r e  working on now and t h e  one up a t  the--See, The N a t i o n a l  Bank, I 
b e l i e v e  t h e y  c a l l e d  i t .  But anyhow, t h e  two--A b r o t h e r  and sister 
embezzled i t ,  you see. 

Q. Oh? 

A. And they  s e n t  them t o  t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y .  

Q. Oh, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. O l l i n g e r .  

Q.  O l l i n g e r ?  

A .  And Hugh McKel l igo t t .  Hugh McKel l igo t t  was a--She was t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  
o r  C a s h i e r ,  and h e  was her  b r o t h e r  and t h e y  s e n t  them t o  t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y .  
And t h e y  o p e r a t e d  t h a t  bank and t h e  man--My daddy was a Mason and a n  Odd 
Fel low and my b r o t h e r  had g o t  h i s  bonus. From World War I ,  M i s t e r ,  and 
h e  had h i s  money i n  t h e r e .  Wel l ,  t h i s  h e r e  Topsy Boyd was county 
t r e a s u r e r  and owned l a n d  up h e r e  a t  Omaha. H i s  son  s t i l l  owns i t .  He 's  
deceased.  And he came t o  my Dad. He s a i d ,  "Dan, I ' m  your f r i e n d .  I ' m  
going t o  t e l l  you something.  And you'd b e t t e r  l i s t e n  t o  me." S a i d ,  
11 Now t h e r e ' s  seven  o r  e i g h t  of them--" and s h e  had a  son.  Every y e a r ,  
he 'd  buy a new automobi le .  And they  drank--Oh, i t  was immensely, how 
t h e y  drank.  J u s t  a l l  t h e  t ime,  you know. S a i d ,  "They're spending more 
t h a n  t h e y ' r e  t a k i n g  i n  and somebody's going t o  pay t h e i r  f r e i g h t . "  And 
s a y s ,  "Go t e l l  your  son t o  draw h i s  money o u t  of t h e r e .  I ' v e  done drawn 
mine." And i n  t h i r t y  days--My daddy d i d n ' t  do i t .  He wouldn ' t  do it-- 
and i t  was a  y e a r  b e f o r e  he  got--before h e  g o t  h i s  money. 

Q. What was your  f a t h e r ' s  name? 

A.  Danie l .  

Q. Dan ie l?  

A. Yes. 

Q .  Now, t h a t  bank was l o c a t e d  where? 

A. I t ' s  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  down t h e r e  now. 

Q. Oh, i t  i s ?  

A .  I t ' s  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g .  People  l i v e s  i n  i t .  Why t h e y  d o n ' t  fix it  up 
and e v e r y t h i n g ,  I d o n ' t  know. But i t ' s  made o u t  of s t o n e  and e v e r y t h i n g  
and i t ' s  two s t o r y ,  s e e .  P l a c e  upsta i rs- -A s t a i r w a y  t o  go up i n  i t ,  you 
see. 

Q. I n  t h e  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank, t h e  b i g  one,  were you e v e r  i n s i d e  t h a t  
bank? 
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A.  I was i n s i d e  i t .  My u n c l e  was a p a i n t e r .  I he lped  him p a i n t .  

I was i n  t h e r e  and I worked i n  e l e c t i o n s ,  you see. A f e l l o w  by t h e  
name of Smyth, r u n  one of t h e s e  h o t e l s ,  w e l l ,  h e  was p o l i c e  m a g i s t r a t e  
and on t h e  e l e c t i o n s ,  you s e e .  We'd go i n  t h e r e  and had f o u r  o r  f i v e  
of u s ,  you know, and h e  p a i d  u s  f o r  g e t t i n g  out--I'm a p r e t t y  good 
p o l i t i c i a n .  I was alderman h e r e  f o r  s i x t e e n  y e a r s .  Right  h e r e  i n  t h i s  
ward. And I b e a t  f a t h e r  and I b e a t  son.  Yes, I have.  And I b e a t  some 
of t h e  l e a d i n g  ones  h e r e  i n  Shawneetown. 

I ' m  76 y e a r s  o l d  and t h e  p r i e s t  up h e r e  and George Scheer ,  owns I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
H a r v e s t e r  o v e r  t h e r e  a t  H a r r i s b u r g  and a t  Ridgway, they  want me t o  r u n  t h i s  
t ime,  b u t  I ' m  t o o  o l d  t o  g e t  o u t  e l e c t i o n e e r i n g ,  and make t h e  wa lk ing ,  you 
know, and e v e r y t h i n g .  

Q .  1 see, y e s ,  s i r .  Where i n  t h e  bank d i d  you conduct t h a t  b u s i n e s s ?  

A. Well, i n  Mr.--you s e e ,  my b u s i n e s s  w a s ,  I went i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  my 
b u s i n e s s  was I was runn ing  t h e  Caldwel l  t r e e ,  you s e e .  Family t r e e .  
And t h i s  h e r e  C h a r l i e  Roedel was a n  a t t o r n e y .  Wel l ,  he m a r r i e s  a  
Caldwel l .  T h i s  John--he married--John Caldwel l .  

Our f o l k s  o r i g i n a t e d  from I r e l a n d .  And I wanted t o  see i f  t h e y  could  
b e  any r e l a t i o n  t h e r e ,  you s e e .  Anytime I s e e  a  Ca ldwel l ,  t h e n  1 go 
t o  t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s  and t r y  t o  f ind--get  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  I can  from 
them, you see. 

I o r d e r e d  a  book and t h i s  down-below-town h e r e ,  all b u t  o u t  i n  the  B o w l e s v i l l e  
Township, was my f a t h e r ' s - - s h e  was my f a t h e r ' s  a u n t  and h e r  name w a s  Rebecca 
Bowles. And t h e y  owned a l l  t h a t  l a n d  down i n  t h e r e ,  and e v e r y t h i n g ,  you s e e .  
She was a m i l l i o n a i r e  and was b l i n d  and my d a d ' s  b r o t h e r ,  h e  w a s  21  t o  2 2  
y e a r s  o l d  a t  Omaha and t h e n ,  t h e y  would s h i p  c h i c k e n s ,  l i v e ,  i n  c a r s  t o  
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  New York. A l l  r i g h t ,  John Wilson a t  Omaha, h e  sends  two 
c a r l o a d s  of ch ickens  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and my u n c l e  went a long  t o  feed  them 
and w a t e r  t h e n  and t a k e  c a r e  of them, you s e e .  And h e  cou ld  of went and 
s e e n  h e r ,  s e e ,  and she might have l e f t  us  something,  you s e e .  

Q.  I see. Well ,  i n  t h e  bank--you say  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  were h e l d  i n  t h e  
bank? 

A. Yes. Yes. That  was t h e  c i t y - - t h a t  was t h e  town h a l l  t h e r e ,  you s e e .  

Q.  I s e e .  What room were t h e  e l e c t i o n s  h e l d  i n ?  

A.  Well, d o w n s t a i r s  t h e r e ,  on t h e  s idewalk  t h e r e ,  as you go e a s t .  

Q. I s e e .  On t h e  s i d e  of t h e  bank. 

A.  On t h e  s i d e  of t h e  bank t h e r e .  

Q. So i t  would have been , . . 
A. And t h e r e  w a s  one great  b i g  room and t h e n  t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  room 
i n  behind t h e r e ,  s e e .  
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But on back where Roede l ' s  was, you had t o  go up t h e s e  s t e p s ,  you see. 
T h e r e ' s  a s t a i r w a y ,  s t e p s  t h e r e ,  you s e e .  And you go up t h e r e  and you 
t u r n  t o  your  r i g h t .  And i n  t h i s  hal lway t h e r e ,  t h i s  i s  where t h i s  f l i g h t  
of s t a i r s  went up.  I c a l l e d  Edna Hubele up h e r e  t h e  o t h e r  day.  I asked 
h e r .  I knowed h e r ,  you see. She mar r ied  a f e l l o w  by t h e  name of P e a r l  
Hubbard. And I s a i d ,  " ~ d n a ,  I ' m  Boy Caldwel l ."    hat's my name, everybody 
knows m e  by Boy. I d i d n ' t  have a  name t i l l  I was 40 y e a r s  o l d .  

Q. Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t .  

A. No, they  d i d n ' t  g i v e  i t .  Now, I was i n  t h e  army and g o t  d i s c h a r g e d  
and had t o  go out--and went o u t  i n  Washington t o  g e t  me a job  w i t h  Hanford 
up t h e r e  where t h e y  make t h e  a tomic bomb. 

Now, I had knowed t h a t  I ' d  need a  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  and I went up t h e r e  and 
V i c t o r  P i e r c e ,  h e  was from E q u a l i t y ,  and h e  was t h e  c i r c u i t  c l e r k ,  you 
s e e ,  And h e  s a i d ,  " M r .  Ca ldwel l ,  you a i n ' t  g o t  no name. You was born , "  
he  g i v e  my daddy 's  name, "LaVinne Blackard Ca ldwel l ,  D a n i e l  Ca ldwel l ,  
Harry Caldwel l ,  John Posey Caldwel l  and J u l e  Ca ldwel l ,  and h e r e  you a r e ,  
g i v e s  a d o c t o r ' s  name, D r .  Bowling." One o f  t h e s e  boys on h e r e  i s  h i s  
son t h a t ' s  on t h i s  b a l l  team. ( r e f e r s  t o  p i c t u r e  of 1916 b a l l  team on 
s t e p s  of t h e  bank) D r .  Bowling brought  me i n t o  t h i s  world .  But s a i d ,  
"They d i d n ' t  give--they f a i l e d  t o  g i v e  you a name." H e  s a i d ,  "Now, you 
can name y o u r s e l f  any t h i n g  you want t o  . I 1  "Well," I s a i d ,  "it would m e s s  
my army r e c o r d s  up," you see. I t o l d  them my name was Fred.  Z thought  
my name was Fred b u t  I d i d n ' t  have no name. There  i t  was on t h e  books. 

But s i n c e ,  1 wished I ' d  have named i t  Boy Fred ,  you s e e ,  because  everybody 
i n  t h e  county knows me as Boy. You'd come i n  Shawneetown h e r e ,  a i n ' t  v e r y  
many t h a t  you'd s a y ,  "Well, I know James Ca ldwel l ,  Samuel Caldwel l ."  I 
g o t  a b r o t h e r  h e r e ,  my youngest  b r o t h e r ,  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  Army 24 y e a r s .  He 
i s  up t h e r e  on Denton Avenue. And my o t h e r  b r o t h e r ,  James, I ' m  9 y e a r s  
o l d e r  t h a n  him. H e  l i v e s  up h e r e  on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  g rade  s c h o o l .  He's  
a mason and he  goes  t o  t h e  b i g  B a p t i s t  church up t h e r e .  

Q .  So you were a c t u a l l y  named by t h e  Army, then?  

A.  Yes. (chuck les )  

Q. I s e e .  Yes, s ir .  ( l a u g h s )  

A. Named by t h e  Army. 

Q .  On t h e  s i d e  of t h e  bank t h e r e ,  t h e r e  a r e  two d o o r s  on t h a t  f i r s t  
l e v e l  where t h e  e l e c t i o n s  were h e l d .  Which one of t h o s e  doors  d i d  you 
do i n  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n s ?  

A. The f i r s t  one.  

Q. The one c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  f r o n t .  

A. Y e s .  

Q.  What k i n d  of door was t h a t ?  Was i t  a  wooden door ,  do you r e c a l l ?  
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A .  Yes, i t  was a b i g  wooden door .  

Q. Wooden door .  

A .  Grea t  b i g  wooden door ,  y e s .  

Q. When were t h e  e l e c t i o n s  h e l d  t h e r e ,  i n  what y e a r s ?  

A .  W e l l ,  in--they had e l e c t i o n s  t h e r e  every--c i ty  e l e c t i o n s ,  t h e y  
e l e c t e d  then--see now, we e l e c t  h e r e  now--but t h e y  s t i l l  do down t h e r e  
f o u r  y e a r s ,  b u t  h e r e ,  we e lec t  e v e r y t h i n g  h e r e  every  two y e a r s .  C l e r k ,  
t r e a s u r e r ,  s h e r i f f ,  I mean mayor, and e v e r y t h i n g ,  aldermen, you know. 
S i x  a ldermen,  and e v e r y t h i n g .  C i t y  c l e r k  and t h e  t r e a s u r e r  and every- 
t h i n g .  And come t h i s  A p r i l ,  you s e e ,  w e ' l l  have t o  f i l e  i n  February ,  
you see, t o  g e t  on t h e  b a l l e t .  

Q. Yes, sir .  Yes, sir .  Yes, t h a t ' s  coming up now, i s n ' t  i t ?  

A .  Yes, i t ' s  coming up. But now, you s e e ,  t h e y  had a l i t t l e  squabble  
h e r e .  You s e e ,  when t h i s  moved and e v e r y t h i n g .  T h i s  r i g h t  over  h e r e  
on t h i s  n e x t  s t r e e t  t h a t  goes  through t h e r e ,  w e l l ,  t h a t  was t h e  o l d  
o r i g i n a l  road.  The f i r s t  t ime  I e v e r  went t o  Shawneetown i n  a c a r ,  I 
went i n  a Model T ,  and went down through t h e r e  and o v e r  t h e  h i l l  by 
Logsdon's t h e r e ,  you s e e .  That [Route] 13 wasn ' t  t h e r e ,  you s e e .  That 
was t h e  r e g u l a r  road ,  you s e e .  And when t h e y  moved i t ,  you see--when 
I was f i r s t  e l e c t e d ,  a f e l l o w ,  h e  was--he moves away from h e r e .  Name 
of Murray. Run t h e  t e n  c e n t  s t o r e  up h e r e .  And t h e y  e l e c t e d  t h e n  f o r  
4 y e a r s .  And I r u n  f o r  t h e  2 y e a r s  . . . 
Q.  Oh, I s e e .  The r e s t  o f  t h e  term. 

A. The rest of term. 

Q.  Yes, s i r .  

A. And t h e n ,  see, from t h e  levee--from t h e  e a s t  l e v e e  down t h e r e  t o  
t h e  g rade  s c h o o l ,  t h a t  was one.  P e t e  Clayton and J o e  Chamberlain was 
t h e  aldermans t h e r e .  And from t h e r e  up h e r e  t o  t h e  c i t y  m a l l ,  where 
t h e  mayor's o f f i c e  i s  now, t h a t  was two. 

Q. Y e s ,  sir. 

A. And from t h e r e  up t o  where D r .  S n e l l ' s  o f f i c e  i s ,  was t h r e e .  But 
now t h e n ,  you see--then t h e y  broke t h a t  annex. That  was a l l  t h a t  h e l d  
t h a t ,  t h i s  l i t t l e  s t r i p  of ground through t h a t  road ,  s e e .  

Q. I s e e .  

A. But t h e y  t o o k  i t  t o  c o u r t  and i t  wouldn ' t  ho ld  w a t e r ,  see. And 
t h e y  broke t h e  annex, you s e e .  

Q. I see.  

A .  But ,  you s e e ,  t h i s  town i s  c o n t r o l l e d  l i k e  t h a t ,  you s e e .  Yes. 
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Q. When you set: up f o r  the  e l e c t i o n s  there i n  t he  bank, how d i d  you 
ar range  i t?  Were t h e r e  t a b l e s  down t h e r e  t h a t  you used? 

A, Sure. Yes. Had g r e a t  b i g  t ab l e s .  Ci ty  aldermen sa t  around the  
t a b l e  t h e r e  and every th ing  e l s e .  And then  on t h e  e l e c t i o n  day, they 
had t h e i r  booths i n  t h e r e ,  you see. Had c u r t a i n s ,  made of i r o n ,  take 
down, you know. Screwed toge the r ,  you s e e ,  q u i t e  a b i t  of i ron .  And 
t h e s e  c u r t a i n s  made i n  t he re ,  s ee ,  and then  they'd t ake  them down, you 
see. And then they 'd s t o r e  them, you see. 

Q. These were kind of l i k e  . . . 
A. General e l e c t i o n s  and the  c i t y  e l e c t i o n s  and t h e  S t a t e  e l e c t i o n s ,  
you see.  

Q. Now on t h e  windows, you say i t  was i r o n  s h u t t e r s ,  then? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. And you removed them, when you wanted t o  open i t  up? 

A. Yes. Now, a c r o s s  t h a t  f r o n t  t h e r e  . . . i n  1923, t h e r e  was an i r o n  
fence  a c r o s s  t he  s t e p s  t h e r e ,  And you had t o  open the  g a t e  t o  go up on 
t h e  s t e p s  t o  go i n  there .  

Q. Oh, I see. On t h e  f r o n t  of t he  bank? 

A. On the  f r o n t  of t h e  bank, down a t  t he  bottom of t he  s t eps .  It w a s  
i r o n ,  a  l i t t l e  i r o n  fence there .  Stood about t h a t  high o r  more, you 
see. And i t  was b e a u t i f u l .  Why they ever  destroyed i t ,  I don' t  know. 

Q, I see.  Was t h e r e  a  fence along the  s i d e ?  When you went i n t o  t h e  
s i d e ,  d i d  you have t o  go through a fence? 

A. Yes. No, you d i d n ' t  have t o  go through a fence  on t h e  s i d e .  

Q. Oh, T see.  There was no fence  t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q. I wonder how they heated t h a t  bank? Do you remember a furnace? 

A. They heated i t  wi th  c o a l  stoves t o  s t a r t  with.  And then,  they got  
a  s toke r .  They had a what you c a l l  a s t o k e r ,  you see.  

Q. That fed a furnace?  

A. Yes, j u s t  a big ,  l i k e  a c o a l  s t o k e r  was--that used ground c o a l ,  you 
know. 
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Q. I see.  And t h e  furnace,  then, was i n  t he  basement, was i t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. What part of t h e  basement? Do you remember? 

A. Well, back i n  behind where I ' m  t e l l i n g  you there .  About--in there 
by Smyth's o f f i c e ,  i n  there .  

Q. Underneath t h e  hallway? 

A. Underneath t h e  h a l l ,  yes ,  

Q. Where d i d  they s t o r e  t h e i r  coa l  f o r  t h a t  s t o k e r ?  

A, W e l l ,  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  there .  

Q. What p a r t  of the bu i ld ing ,  do you remember? 

A. I don ' t  know. No ,  I don' t .  

Q. Toward t h e  back, maybe? 

A. Yes, i t  was toward t h e  back there .  Yes. I was a11  over  i t  and 
helped p a i n t  i t .  My uncle  he was a  p a i n t e r  and I was a jackleg.  He 
helped me and e v e r y ~ h i n g .  

Q. What's a  jack leg ,  s i r ?  

A. A jackleg.  I said I was j u s t  a jackleg, 

Q. oh, I see. I see. Yes, sir. 

A, You've heard the  s t o r y  about t he  f e l l ow t h a t  come along and he 
says ,  "Are you a  b r i c k  mason?" He s a i d ,  "No, I ' m  a b r i c k  mason's 
son, bu t  I ' l l  l a y  the  b r i c k  t i l l  t h e  b r i c k  mason g e t s  here." ( l augh te r )  

Q. Yes, sir. S i r ,  when they  brought t he  coal t o  t h e  bank, how did  they 
ge t  i t  i n t o  t h e  basement? Was t h e r e  a chute f o r  t h a t  o r  d id  they b r i n g  
i t  i n  t h e  door o r  . . . 
A. They had a chute, yes. The man t h a t  hauled t h e  coal ,  he had t o  
c a r r y  t h e  chute ,  you see.  

Q. I see.  Did he s t i c k  i t  i n  t h a t  back door under t h e  , . . 
A. Yes, he s t i c k e d  i t  i n  t he  window, I believe, In  t h e  window and run 
i t  i n  there. H e  scooped i t  i n  the re ,  you see.  
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Q. So, t h e r e  would have t o  be  a window, then ,  that: went i n t o  t h e  hack 
hal lway,  you suppose? 

A. Well,  I can  t e l l  you a  f e l l o w  t h a t - - t h e r e ' s  a one-armed guy here .  
H i s  daddy 's  deceascd ,  And he, back then ,  they  hau led  c o a l  and every-  
t h i n g .  T h i s  f e l l o w ' s  name i s  B i l l  S h e l l .  

Q. B i l l  S h e l l .  

A. H i s  daddy worked him l i k e  a dog. And he d i e d  o u t  h e r e  a t  t h e  B & W, 
Went i n  t o  pay f o r  a l o a d  o f  coal  and d i e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  dropped o f  a 
h e a r t  a t t a c k .  

Q. Oh, f o r  heaven ' s  sake. 

A. Y e s .  But t h i s  boy, t h i s  boy scooped c o a l  and--didn't send him t o  
school .  ~ i d n ' t  g e t  no e d u c a t i o n ,  n o t h i n g  else, see. And then ,  when 
h i s  daddy d i e d  and e v e r y t h i n g ,  h e  g o t  a job  i n  a c o a l  mine. And t h e n ,  
c o a l  f e l l  on him and t h e y  had t o  amputate  h i s  arm. But he  was a 
worthy. But h e  can  t e l l  you t h a t ,  he h a u l e d  c o a l .  He can t e l l  you 
more abou t  where t h e y  unloaded the c o a l ,  and a n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  because  
h e  unloaded i t  there. 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. H e  unloaded it t h e r e .  

Q. Now, what kind of e l e c t r i c i t y  d i d  t h e y  have f o r  l i g h t  i n  t h e  basement 
t h e r e ?  

A. Well, t h e y  had--they had back,  way on back t h e r e ,  t h e y  had c i t y .  The 
city had a Delco sys tem and e v e r y t h i n g .  See,  t h e y  had a l i g h t  p l a n t ,  i n  
t h e  old--in down by t h e  B & 0 [balt imore and Ohio ~ a i l r o a d J  depot .  When 
we come t o  Shawneetown . . . T mean they 'd  done--they'd d i s p o s e d  of it :  . . . 
before--we d i d n ' t  move t i l l  1926. But I come--I worked and s t a r t e d  i n  1923 
when t h e y  b u i l t  t h i s  llroute-1 13 h e r e .  Old 13 w a s  b u i l t  i n  1923. And a  
f e l l o w  from Omaha, by t h e  name of Fred French, r u n  t h e  e l e v a t o r  a t  Omaha 
and later he moved away and moved t o  F a i r f i e l d ,  

Q. Do you remember where the l i g h t s  were d o w n s t a i r s  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  room 
there? 

A, Well, t h e r e  was j u s t ,  j u s t  a d r o p  l i g h t ,  j u s t  hanging down from t h e  
c e i l i n g .  

Q. J u s t  a r e g u l a r  bulb .  

A. J u s t  a r e g u l a r  bulb .  Yes. 
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Q. Did you have t o  p u l l  a s t r i n g  t o  l i g h t  i t ?  

A .  Yes. Righ t .  

Q. I s e e .  

A. P u l l e d  a s t r i n g ,  yes.  And up i n  t h e  bank, 

Q .  Do you remember a n y t h i n g  e l s e  about  t h e  basement t h e r e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  
rooms? What were t h e y  used f o r ?  

A.  Oh, w e l l ,  t h e y  were j u s t  used f o r  s t o r a g e .  Not any th ing .  Wasn't 
nobody l i v e d  i n  them and e v e r y t h i n g .  But now, t h i s  h e r e  Edna Hubbard up 
h e r e ,  Hubele i s  h e r  name now; b u t  s h e  t o l d  m e  through t h e  f l o o d  s h e  
s tayed  t h e r e .  She cou ld  t e l l  you--you been t o  see h e r ?  

Q. I w i l l ,  I ' m  schedu led  t o  see h e r  l a t e r  t h i s  week. 

A. Well. Wel l ,  s h e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  was--someone was coming t o  see her .  
I asked h e r ,  I s a i d ,  "Now, I ' m  Boy Caldwel l .  You know me." She s a i d ,  
"Yes." And I s a i d ,  "When d i d  you--you m a r r i e d  C a r r o l l  Hubbard--when d i d  
you come t o  Shawneetown?" She was born i n  E q u a l i t y .  She was a Mil lspaugh.  
She m a r r i e d  P e a r l  Hubbard, and s h e  r u n  t h e  c l e a n i n g  and t h e  p r e s s i n g ,  and 
they d e l i v e r e d  t h e  P o s t  Dispa tch  and E v a n s v i l l e  paper  and a l l ,  you s e e ,  
She c leaned  and a l t e r e d  c l o t h e s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  you s e e ,  But s h e  
t o l d  me t h a t  s h e  had been s i n c e  1915. 

Q.  I s e e .  1915. 

Q. You say  you had p a i n t e d  through t h e  b u i l d i n g ?  Had you p a f n t e d  i n s i d e ?  

A. Y e s .  Yes. I p a i n t e d ,  he lped  p a i n t ,  a l l  t h e  rooms i n  t h e r e  and 
e v e r y t h i n g ,  w i t h  my u n c l e  and e v e r y t h i n g .  

Q.  I s e e .  When you go up t h e  f r o n t  s t e p s  by t h e  p i l l a r s ,  t h e r e  a r e  
two l a r g e  d o o r s ,  one i n  t h e  c e n t e r  more o r  l e s s ,  and one o v e r  t o  t h e  
r i g h t .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. When you go i n  t h a t  r i g h t  one,  t h e r e  used t o  be  a  s t a i r w a y  t h e r e .  
Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  s t a i r w a y  a t  a l l ?  

A.  Yes, I remember i t .  

Q.  The s t a i r w a y  t h e r e ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. Kind of a curved s t a i r w a y  t h a t  went t o  t h e  second f l o o r ?  

A. Y e s .  Yes. 
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Q. Could you d e s c r i b e  t h a t ?  Do you remember what i t  looked l i k e ?  

A. It went around. L ike  t h a t .  J u s t  about  24 i n c h e s  wide o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. About 24 i n c h e s  wide? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What k ind of r a i l i n g  d i d  i t  have? 

A. W e l l ,  i t  j u s t  had--had a c a r p e t ,  t h e  b e s t  I cou ld  remember of i t .  
I b e l i e v e  i t  was a s t e e l .  

Q .  A  s t ee l  r a i l i n g .  

A .  Yes. 

Q. What c o l o r  was t h e  c a r p e t ,  do you remember? 

A. It was a brown. 

Q. A brown c a r p e t .  And t h e  s t a i r  i t s e l f  was wooden, I guess .  

A .  Y e s .  And it had a b a n n i s t e r  on t h e r e .  Had a  b a n n i s t e r  a l o n g  s i d e  
of i t .  

Q.  Was i t  wooden? 

A. Y e s ,  i t  was wood. Yes. 

Q.  I s e e .  And do you remember a n y t h i n g  abou t  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  r a i l i n g ,  
t h e  spokes ,  o r  whatever  you c a l l  them i n  i t ,  t h a t  h o l d  i t  up? 

A .  No. 

Q. Did you have o c c a s i o n  t o  p a i n t  t h a t  s t a i r ?  

A .  Y e s ,  we p a i n t e d  a l l  of i t ,  s t a i r w a y  and e v e r y t h i n g .  

Q. What c o l o r  d i d  you u s e ?  Do you remember? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. Seems t o  me l i k e  i t  was . . . p i n k .  

Q .  A  p ink?  

A.  Pink ,  y e s .  

Q. About what year would that have been? 

A .  Oh, t h a t  was . . . t h a t  was around 1925  o r  1926 .  

Q.  Do you remember, when you went u p s t a i r s  and went i n t o  t h e  rooms 
on t h e  front of  t h e  bank t h e r e ,  do you have any i d e a  what t h e y  were  
used f o r  a t  t h a t  t ime? 
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A. No. 

Q. Were they  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s ?  

A. They had l o t s  o f  books and r e c o r d s  and t h i n g s  t h e y  k e p t  up t h e r e  
and such as t h a t .  

Q. So i t  might have been a n  o f f i c e  o r  . . . 
A, Yes, 1 d o n ' t  remember anybody, i n  my day ,  what t i m e  I was t h e r e ,  
I d o n ' t  e v e r  remember anybody l i v i n g  up t h e r e .  

Q.  I s e e .  

A. The r e a s o n  Mrs. Hubbard was t h e r e ,  t h e  f l o o d ,  you s e e ,  was o v e r  
e v e r y t h i n g .  And a few of them s t a y e d  i n  t h e  R i v e r s i d e  and i n  t h e  bank 
and i n  one o r  two of them o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  down t h e r e ,  a l l  through t h e  
f l o o d ,  you s e e .  

I l e f t  t h e r e  t h e  2 1 s t  day o f  J a n u a r y ,  i n  1937,  and moved up t o  t h e  h i l l s .  
A good Samaritan--and my w i f e  and two l i t t l e  g i r l s - -and  t h e y  had a l i t t l e  
t r a i l e r  and t h e y  had a  l i t t l e  s t o v e  i n  t h e r e ,  a l i t t l e  l aundry  s t o v e  and 
an  o i l s t o v e t o  cook on and e v e r y t h i n g .  He l e t  us  move i n  t h e r e  and we 
s t a y e d  t h e r e .  

Q. I s e e .  

A. And we'd have t o  come over  h e r e .  I had a  d o l l a r .  I had one d o l l a r  
b e l i e v e  me. I had one d o l l a r  and when t h e  f l o o d  went down, I s t i l l  had 
t h e  d o l l a r .  We come o v e r  h e r e  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  over  h e r e ,  my b r o t h e r  up 
t h e r e  can t e l l  you, t h e r e  was 5 o r  6 women g i v i n g  b i r t h  t o  b a b i e s  o v e r  
t h e r e .  And t h e  house ,  you cou ld  s t a n d  up and s l e e p ,  i t  was s o  crowded. 

Q. Was t h a t  h e r e  i n  New Town, you mean? 

A.  Yes. That f l o o d .  And t h e  f e l l o w  who r u n  t h e  l i t t l e  s t o r e  moved h i s  
s t u f f  o u t  h e r e ,  o v e r  what they  c a l l e d  The G r i l l ,  t h a t  was t h e  schoolhouse 
t h a t  s a t  o v e r  h e r e .  The B i r d  s c h o o l .  

Q.  I see. 

A. The Bi rd  school .  And i t ' s  o v e r  t h e r e ,  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  o v e r  t h e s e ,  
a c r o s s  from t h e  r a i l r o a d  t h e r e  by t h e  lumberyard.  You can g e t  t o  t h e  
B i r d  school .  That  was t h e  Bi rd  s c h o o l  t h a t  Helen McKel l igo t t  went t o .  
Her fa the r - -her  f a t h e r  was a m i l l i o n a i r e .  

Q .  Oh? 

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q. Yes, I--I b e l i e v e  I ' m  going t o  i n t e r v i e w  h e r ,  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  a s  a 
m a t t e r  of f a c t .  You s a y  you p a i n t e d  a l l  t h e  rooms i n  t h e  bank? 

A.  Yes, we p a i n t e d  i t  a l l .  We p a i n t e d  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e r e .  
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Q. U p s t a i r s ,  i n  t h e  rooms, do you r e c a l l  what c o l o r s  you p a i n t e d  up 
t h e r e ?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t .  But we used a whole l o t  o f  w h i t e  and p i n k  p a i n t ,  I 
know that. 

Q. Were t h e  w a l l s  wa l lpapered  i n  t h o s e  u p s t a i r s  rooms? 

A. They was p l a s t e r e d ,  you s e e .  

Q. P l a s t e r .  Yes. 

A. They was p l a s t e r e d  and,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  they--seems t o  me l i k e  
t h e r e  w a s  some of them papered.  But ,  you s e e ,  my u n c l e  he  was a  
paperhanger  and a p a i n t e r  t o o  and a good one.  And h e  was from Mayfie ld ,  
Kentucky. 

Q.  Mayfie ld .  

A. I mean Madisonv i l l e .  Madisonv i l l e .  

Q .  And what was h i s  name? 

A .  P e a r l  Wil l iams.  He's  g o t  a son.  He 's  g o t  a son  t h a t  l i v e s  i n  
Har r i sburg .  H i s  o l d e s t  son.  And h e ' s  a n  i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t o r  and a good 
one. He done a l l  t h i s  work up h e r e  a t  t h e  bank. The bank t h e r e  can g i v e  
you h i s  name. 

Q.  A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

A. H e  done a l l  t h e  p a i n t i n g  i n  t h e r e  and h i s  daddy--He can t e l l  you 
abou t  i t .  H e  was j u s t  a g r e a t  b i g  boy t h e n ,  you see. Back i n  t h e n ,  
h e  was a b i g  boy, you know. But h e  done a l l  t h i s  work up t h e r e  and h e ' s  
good. And h e ' s  a  Veteran.  

Q. What d i d  t h e  lobby l o o k  l i k e ,  of t h e  bank t h e r e ?  Was i t  i n  o p e r a t i o n  
i n  the  t w e n t i e s ?  

A, Y e s ,  Lord,  t h e  lobby o u t  i n  f r o n t  t h e r e ,  my God. It was good and,  
i f  you wanted t o  borrow some money, why, t h e y ' d  t a k e  you around t o  t h e  
r i g h t  t h e r e ,  you s e e ,  and they  had a l i t t l e  o f f i c e .  You go i n  t o  t h e  
door t h e r e  and j u s t  walk up t h e r e ,  s e e .  And around t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  
around t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  you go through a door  around t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  s e e .  
On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e .  

Q. Yes. 

A .  And you'd go i n  t h e r e  and t h e n  you'd s e t  and t e l l  them your  b u s i n e s s  
o r  any th ing .  

Q. There  a r e  two rooms behind t h e  lobby.  Was i t  one o f  t h e s e  rooms 
where you went f o r  a  Loan? 

A .  Yes. 
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Q.  Which o f  t h o s e  two rooms? Would i t  be  t h e  one toward t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ?  

A.  No, on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e .  That  was where i t  was. See ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  
n o r t h .  ( p o i n t s  i n  n o r t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n )  

Q. Yes, sir .  

A. And an t h e  s o u t h ,  down there--You s e e ,  Shawneetown is  cop ied  from-- 
S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s  i s  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  o l d  town. The d i v i d i n g  l i n e .  
S p r i n g f i e l d ,  t h e  s t r e e t s  i s  a  hundred f e e t  from walk t o  walk,  and--same 
as t h e  o l d  town. And c r o s s  a l l e y s .  A t  S p r i n g f i e l d .  It was cop ied  
a f t e r  t h e  Old Shawnee. See t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  l i n e s ,  h e r e ,  a l l  o u t  t h e r e ,  
way on down i n  t h e r e ,  a m i l e  o r  two, a l l  l o t s ,  c i t y  l o t s  and e v e r y t h i n g  

Q. Yes, sir. I ' ve  s e e n  t h e  p l o t .  

A. There  s t i l l  i n  t h e r e .  A f e l l o w  by t h e  name of A 1  Bead, w e  bought 
eggs  from him, l i v e s  down h e r e .  And h e ' s  g o t  a whole--bought a whole 
l o t  of l a n d  and h e  s a i d  h e  had t h e  a w f u l e s t  t ime  t h e r e  e v e r  was o f  
g e t t i n g  an  a b s t r a c t  deed t o  t h a t .  Cause i t  was i n  l o t s .  It was surveyed,  
you s e e .  

And s e e ,  I was a rodman when they  b u i l t  t h i s  b r i d g e  down h e r e .  I worked 
1 3  months on t h e  road a s  a rodman. Fel low by t h e  name of  Ed Laughton. 
He w a s  e n g i n e e r .  And h e  t o l d  m e ,  h e  s a i d ,  "Fred,  Shawneetown was . . . 
was . . . I t  I f  t h e y  j u s t  had s e n s e  enough t h e n ,  s e e ,  b u t  t o  b u i l d  i t  on 
t h e  h i l l ,  you s e e .  And t h e n  b u i l d  a  c a n a l ,  s e e .  I f  t h e y ' d  have p u t  i t  
back up h e r e  on t h e  h i l l s  and t h e n  r u n  a c a n a l  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  

Q.  Then t h e y  wouldn ' t  have had t o  worry abou t  t h e  w a t e r .  

A .  Then we would have been i n  compet i t ion  w i t h  Chicago, you see. 

Q. Y e s ,  sir. 

A. See,  Chicago come down and they  wanted t o  borrow money. And t h e y  
went up t h e r e  and they  was t o o  far  away and wouldn ' t  amount t o  no th ing .  
It was t o o  Ear from t h e  r i v e r .  Now, my grandfather--now, t h a t  down t h e r e  
a t  t h a t  o l d  bank--See, when t h a t  o l d  bank was b u i l t ,  t h e r e  t h e r e  wasn ' t  
no l e v e e  t h e r e  t h e n .  T h a t ' s  whole coun t ry .  My g r a n d f a t h e r  owned Round-- 
what t h e y  c a l l e d  Round Pond up t h e r e ,  t r a d e d  i t  f o r  a She t land  pony. 

Q.  Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t .  

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Traded i t  f o r  a S h e t l a n d  pony. Stood i n  w a t e r .  A l l  i n  t h e r e  around 
Omaha i n  t h e  thicket. Cal led  it t h e  Shawnee Thicket. Stood t h e  y e a r  
round. Wasn't no d r a i n a g e ,  you s e e .  No d r a i n a g e .  And t h a t ' s  what they  
thought  when they  b u i l t  t h a t  bank down t h e r e  and e v e r y t h i n g  and p u t  
Shawneetown t h e r e ,  you s e e .  They n e v e r  dreamed about  e v e r  t h e  . . . 
Q. Water coming up. 
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A. Being--You'd thought--They was smar t  peop le ,  them. L a f a y e t t e  was 
t h e r e ,  you s e e .  But why--You'd have thought ,  w e l l  now, t h e y ' d  o f  thought ,  
w e l l ,  sometime o r  a n o t h e r ,  t h e y  w a s  going t o  d redge  o r  d i t c h  o r  something.  
And t h a t ' s  go ing  t o  put--bring t h e  w a t e r  i n ,  you s e e .  And every  f l o o d  
t h e r e ' s  been,  you s e e ,  h a s  been b i g g e r .  We've g o t  houses--See t h a t  house 
r i g h t  o v e r  t h e r e ?  

Q ,  Yes, s i r .  

A. That house  r i g h t  o v e r  t h e r e .  

Q .  R igh t  s t r a i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ?  

A. Y e s ,  C a r r o l l  P o r t e r ,  h e ' s  t h e  mayor--he was t h e  mayor i n  Shawncetown. 
H i s  daddy b u i l t  t h a t .  And h e  s a i d  h e ' d  buy i t .  I t ' s  made o u t  of n o t h i n g  
b u t  p o p l a r  and oak. And i t ' s  went through t h r e e  f l o o d s .  

Q. Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t .  C l e a r  up h e r e  t h e r e ' s  been t h a t  much w a t e r ,  then?  

A. R igh t .  The w a t e r  g o t  r i g h t  down t o  h e r e .  I n  t h i s  s t r e e t  o v e r  h e r e .  
And o v e r  h e r e  where--on t h i s  s ide  o v e r  i n  t h e s e .  And i f  come a n o t h e r  1937, 
g e t  i n  every  house  o v e r  t h e r e .  

Q. Well ,  my goodness.  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I ' v e  s e e n  i t  
f l o o d s ,  you could  r u n  a dog boa 

r i g h t  
t .  R i  

back h e r e ,  come up, r i g h t  h e r e  a t  t h e  

Q.  Could you d e s c r i b e  what t h e  lobby 

up t h e  s t r e e t  t h e r e .  Downpour 
g h t  o v e r  h e r e ,  my ne ighbor  r i g h t  

bottom of t h e  porch.  R igh t  down t h e r e .  

looked l i k e  of t h e  bank down t h e r e ?  

A. Well, i t ' s  j u s t  an o v a l  shape,  around.  See t h e y  had a f e n c e  r i g h t - -  
wa l led  up,  you s e e .  L ike  you go t o  each one ,  you know, t h e  . . . 

Q. The t e l l e r s  t h e r e ?  

A .  The t e l l e r s ,  y e s ,  you s e e .  

Q .  What was t h e  t o p  of c o u n t e r  made o f ?  

A. Well ,  i t  was marble.  

Q. It was marble .  The whole t h i n g  was marble?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  Did t h e y  s t a n d  behind a cage of some s o r t ?  

A .  Yes. They stood--you s e e ,  t h e y  had a l i t t l e  w h i r l  t h i n g  t h e r e ,  
you s e e .  

Q. I s e e .  How h i g h  d i d  t h a t  cage go? Did i t  r u n  a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  
c e i l i n g ?  














































