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ROBERT L. BURHANS 
ILLINOIS HOUSE OF REPRESENTAIVES, 1949- 1965 



Preface 

This oral history of Robert L. Burhans' service in the Illinois House of Representatives is 
a product of the Illinois Legislative Research Unit's General Assembly Oral History 
Program. The oral history technique adds a distinctive new dimension to the unit's statu- 
tory responsibility for performing research and collecting information concerning the govern- 
ment of the state. 

Robert L. Burhans was born in Peoria, Illinois, in 1916. The story of his youth is illustrative 
of life in a midwestern city during the post-World War I era. In 1935, after two years a t  
Bradley University, he entered the University of Michigan, continuing there through grad- 
uation from law school in 1939. 

As World War I1 approached, Mr. Burhans went to Washington, D. C., where he first worked 
for the Office of Price Administration, then for the War Production Board. In 1943, he 
received a direct commission as ensign in the U. S. Navy. After training for duty as a com- 
munications and radar officer, he served in that  capacity with the Atlantic Fleet until war's 
end. 

Before Mr. Burhans left service, his father, Dr. L. A. Burhans, encouraged him to run for 
the Illinois House of Representatives on the Republican ticket. Discharged from service 
shortly before the 1946 primary elections, Mr. Burhans ran an aggressive, if brief, campaign, 
losing by the barest margin. The good showing encouraged him to run again a t  the next 
election in 1948. This time he won and served in the house until 1965, when he left the 
legislature to make an unsuccessful bid for election to the appellate court. 

Mr. Burhans' major legislative achievements were in the field of the judiciary. His memoir, 
while focusing on such legislation, also recounts personal and political subjects. Following 
his legislative career, he concentrated on his law practice but found time to serve on such 
public bodies as  the Illinois Citizens Reapportionment Committee, Illinois Judicial Advisory 
Commission, Peoria Public Library Board and the local Peoria draft board. 

Readers of this oral history should bear in mind that i t  is a transcript of the spoken 
word. Its informal, conversational style represents a deliberate attempt to encourage candor 
and to tap the narrator's memory. However, persons interested in listening to the tapes 
should understand that  editorial considerations produced a text that differs somewhat from 
the original recordings. Both the recordings and this transcript should be regarded as a 
primary historical source, as no effort was made to correct or challenge the narrator. 

Neither the Illinois Legislative Research Unit nor Sangamon State University is responsible 
for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed therein; these are for the 
reader to judge. 



The tape recorded interviews were conducted by Cullorn Davis between the fall of 1980 and 
the spring of 1982. Dr. Davis grew up in central Illinois where he returned for a PhD in 
history a t  the University of Illinois after his undergraduate education a t  Princeton 
University. A specialist in American Studies and modern United States history, he taught 
at Indiana University before coming to Sangamon State University where he is professor 
of history and director of the Oral History Office. H e  is active in the oral history profession, 
various historical organizations, civic activities and Democratic politics. He is married and 
the father of three children. 

Betty Lewis transcribed the tapes. After the transcripts were edited by Horace Waggoner, 
Barbara Guzouskis prepared the typescript. Florence Hardin compiled the index. The 
Chicago Tribune and Peoria Journal-Star provided valuable assistance in the research effort. 

This oral history may be read, quoted and cited freely. I t  may not be reproduced in whole 
or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, without written permission from the Illi- 
nois Legislative Research Unit, 222 S. College, 3rd Floor, Suite A, Springfield, Illinois, 62704. 
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Robert L. Burhans 
SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE I 

Q: Mr. Burhans, let's begin with the beginning and ask you to tell me the facts of your birth 
and early family life. 

A: I was born in Peoria, Illinois, on September 19, 1916. My father was Dr. L. A. Burhans 
who came here to practice in 1910 as  a graduate of the medical school of Northwestern 
University. My mother's maiden name was Lucas, Eda Lucas. She came from an old 
Peoria family. The firm that  her grandfather founded is still in business here today. Her 
grandfather was Adam Lucas. I think he fled the conscription in Germany and came here 
a s  a trained engineer with some degree of education and wealth and he founded a steel and 
ironworks which still exists. 

I was born in my parents' home a t  1101 Frye Avenue, Peoria, Illinois. I attended the Glen 
Oak Grade School until I think the year 1927. 

Q: Let me interrupt there if I may for a moment and ask you what you remember about 
the neighborhood of your youth on Frye Avenue. 

A: My father was a doctor, and they were much rarer in those days. We lived in a nice 
house. There was a streetcar line that  ran along Frye Avenue, and across the street from 
us was the Hoerr Grocery Store, then run by Chris Hoerr, Sr. The Hoerr's lived next door 
to it. Chris Hoerr, Sr. and his children, Phil and others, lived in the same block. The Chris 
Hoerr family had become the owners of the Chris Hoerr Company which is a huge concern 
today. 

Q: Is i t  a wholesale grocery? 

A: Wholesale grocery and I imagine i t  sells more groceries than anyone in central Illinois, 
it's a huge thing. 

Now you were talking about the neighborhood. Middle-class people around there. Across 
the street from us on Central Avenue there was a carpenter who lived there. Just  ordinary 
people. We weren't too far  from Glen Oak Park. At tha t  time Prospect Road was known 
as  Pacific Avenue. We went to the park. Frye Avenue extended down to Abingdon Hill, 
and tha t  is there today. There was a bowling alley on the corner about two blocks from 
our house, I wasn't suppose to go there. They sold popsicles and other things, but I wasn't 

suppose to  go there. 



The Glen Oaks School, which I attended a s  a child, was about three blocks from my house 
along Frye Avenue down on the corner of Wisconsin and Frye. Walked to school, and 
walked back. I can remember a t  first my mother and father were concerned about me and 
then had kind of a sitter walk me to school and back, 

Q: Did your father practice medicine a t  home or did he 

A: No my father . . . a t  the time of my birth, was 44 years old. He had graduated from 
Northwestern Medical School in 1908 and he came here in about 1910. Think he and my 
mother were married in 1914. My father's office a t  the time of my birth was in the Central 
Bank Building, now not functioning. My father had been a captain in the Medical Corps, 
the United States Army, which somewhat nettled my mother. (chuckles) He felt every 
need, a s  he's told me, to respond to the need for physicians in World War I. When he 
returned from service, he established his office a t  609 Central Bank Building. And that  con- 
tinued to be occupied a s  the office from about the time I was born until my brother, who 
joined him in practice, and my cousin, who joined him in practice - and i t  finally died off 
about eight years ago. My father maintained his office a t  that  address in Central Bank 
Building. I remember i t  very well. 

Q: Do you have any special memories of his medical practice. Did you ever visit the 
office . . . 

A: Oh yes I have . . . my father was an exceptional man. He became a doctor only because 
he very much wanted to be a doctor, he had to work his way through high school. He 
became a county superintendent of - well first he went to a teachers college in Michigan 
and he taught school in Ionia County, Michigan. He became a county superintendent of 
schools, and through his holding of that  office, and his saving, he was able to attend the 
University of Michigan Medical School. And later, Northwestern University Medical 
School. Father was born in 1872, he graduated in 1908, so he would have been thirty-six 
- then he interned so probably he was around thirty-nine or forty when he started to prac- 
tice medicine in Peoria. 

Now, you asked me about his early practice, he was a general practitioner, I guess they call 
them family physicians today. And I was born to their marriage when he was forty-four 
and when my brother was born two and one-half years later he was forty-seven. He took 
us with him when he made his rounds of calls, house calls, because he was happy to have 
two boys a t  a somewhat advanced stage in life. 

We always had two automobiles. Physicians were the first people to use automobiles. They 
weren't heated, weren't very comfortable. My dad would take my brother, who also became 
a doctor, and me with him on house calls. And we would make the rounds with him after 
supper when he made his house calls. 

My father kept evening office hours. I think how hard he worked. His office hours 
were . . . I forget what they were during the days but he went to the office three nights 
a week, and worked on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. He'd take us down there with 
him, my brother and I. At  that  time I remember my father was receiving two dollars an 
office call and three dollars a house call. 

He  had an ordinary practice, he delivered baby's a t  home. Hospitalization, cheap a s  i t  was 
then, was beyond the reach of most people truly. 

Wasn't awfully comfortable riding around with him. I guess i t  made my brother want to 
become an MD, and made me want - made me want not to become an MD. Was a simp1er 
time. People, would come to see my father and I s azhe i r  anguish and distress, because 
they had someone sick in the house. There were times patients would be brought to our 
house in an emergency situation. People who were injured, there were no facilities at the 



hospital. And i t  was kind of an  alarming thing for me a s  a child that  people would appear 
a t  the door - someone had been injured, would be bleeding and so forth, and my father 
took care of them there. Pretty alarming to me. 

It's hard to believe, in light of today's readily available facilities for treatment a t  hospitals 
and elsewhere, how close was the relationship between patient and physician. My father 
truly loved to practice medicine, and I think my whole family life was very much subordinate 
to the fact that  my father was a physician. There were few of them. Doctors were rela- 
tively rare then - not rare but . . . I would say the prestige of a doctor, a t  the time I was 
a child, was much higher than today. 

I was proud of my father. I was proud of the work he did, taking his medical skills to people's 
houses. We were never frivolous about answering the phone. I a s  a child, and my brother 
also, learned to answer the phone, "Dr. Burhan's residence," i t  was because that's the way 
lots of calls came in and we were disciplined early in life to respond in that  fashion. 

Q: Would you care to reflect on your father and his influence on your life and your interests, 
and your values? Or would you rather not? 

A: I have a difficult time talking about my father. 

Q: Alright. 

A: No I don't mind going on with it. He was such an exceptional man to me tha t  I think 
he made my life, and my brother's. My mother for her day was a well-educated 
woman. She graduated from what was the academy a t  Bradley, she went two years to 
college. But my father was a man of attainment. He set high goals for my brother and 
for me, and he expected us to live up to them. There was no compromise. He was an 
authoritarian figure. (chuckles) And since he was so much older than the average parent 
of a child - he was forty-four when I was born. But I had the absolute utmost respect 
for my father. And I think if i t  had not been for the values he gave me, and the absolute 
assurance that  he was behind me, and my brother a s  well, neither my brother or I would 
of had successful professional careers, or pursued education to the graduate degrees. I - 
I - I - my voice shows that  I am moved by the memory of my father. 

Q: That's very understandable, very touching. 

A: He gave me a great deal. 

Q: I can see that. Would you care to talk about your mother and her i: nfluence? 

A: I would be very happy to. My mother's people were German people, as  I told you her 
grandfather had come from Germany to establish that  firm of A. Lucas & Son. Her father 
worked in that  firm. And he married my grandmother Lucas, maiden name was quite 
German, Bohlander, and they lived on North Jefferson Avenue, near Abingdon Street. The 
house is now gone. I t  was a nice street in those times. 

Mother attended college a t  Bradley. And she did kind of an  unusual thing then, after she 
finished college she went to work a s  an  office worker a t  the old Avery Company. Which 
was not fa r  from - i t  was in Averyville, which is the north end of Peoria today. And she 
worked there I think until she married my father. She moved into a home my father owned 
on Frye Avenue upon her marriage. 

My mother is alive today, she's eighty-eight years old. I stopped to see her on my way home 
this evening. And she's been a very gifted woman. She really subordinated her life to the 
fact tha t  my father was an MD. Strangely - this may seem strange to relate, but my 
father's name was Dr. L. A. Burhans, which stood for Levi Alden Burhans, and he disliked 



both of the names. And sometimes she would call him Lee, but mostly 
Doctor. (laughter) "Well, Doctor." 

And she was active in the school things tha t  mother's are. We are members of the First 
Federated Church, which is a federation of the old First Congregational Church and the 
Second Presbyterian Church, and they had a women's guild there. My mother was active 
in tha t  and the charitable activities of it. She was on the board and was the treasurer of 
a home for the aged here, now consolidated I think into the Proctor Home, the Mary M. 
Hotchkiss Geyer Home, which was located on the corner of Armstrong and Knoxville. When 
she was treasurer of that,  she brought professional investment advisors into it, and during 
the period of time she was treasurer, the assets of the home, which were available for care 
of the aged, tripled. She . . . I think is probably now the oldest living member of the 
Peoria Medical Auxiliary of which she was president. Mother has always I would say done 
her part  in community activities and I think to some extent has had some influence on me. 

Q: In your youth a t  family dinners, what sort of things were likely to be the subject of 
discussion? medical practice, politics or . . . 

Q: Well the . . . when we lived on Frye Avenue, and I lived there until, oh, I was about 
ten or eleven years old, Grandmother Lucas lived with us. And our evening meals waited 
until my father came home from his practice. And I would say just current events were 
discussed. And we later moved to our home on Bigelow. And a s  we grew older, why, I 
think my brother and I participated a little more in the conversations but I think we were 
pretty subordinate to the conversation of the adults a t  the table, we weren't expected to 
contribute much. (chuckles) And we probably listened a great deal. I think it's true. 

Q: You've mentioned your brother, I don't have his name. 

A: My brother was Dr. Donald Lucas Burhans. 

Q: He was younger than you? 

A: Yes two - he was born in 1919 on March 26th. And . . . you want me to tell me a 
little more about him? 

Q: You might, yes. 

A: Well, just simply that,  he . . . went to the same schools I did, first the Glen Oak School 
and then the White School and Peoria High School. And he went to Wabash 
College. Graduated from Wabash in the class of 1941. And then went to the University 
of Cincinnati Medical School, and graduated there. Did a tour of navy service - twice, once 
during World War I1 and then later during the Korean Conflict, and then he practiced in 
association with my father and my cousin Dr. Ernest C. Burhans in the Central Bank 
Building. And, after Dr. Ernest's death, he continued to practice there until his death about 
eight years ago. He married a Joliet girl, whose maiden name was Lyon, Bobette Lyon. Do 
you happen to know them? 

Q: No I don't, but I recognize the name, yes. 

A: Her parents lived down the street here where Henry Slane lives now. 

Q: During World War I there was as you know some strong and unfair feeling about 
German-Americans. Do you recall ever hearing in your home about your own family - 
particularly your mother's side of the family - resenting tha t  prejudice? 

A: My father . . . my - I'll change the approach to that  question. 



Q: Okay, 

A: My mother's people were German-speaking and continued to be bilingual up until - and 
my mother was. They - and this is hearsay of course, but they felt that  they had come 
to the United States, and this was very much their country and there was no pro-German 
feeling on my mother's side during that  conflict. Now there were relatives going back 
several generations in Germany on my mother's side, but I think my father was kind of 
a - I guess today they'd call him a chauvinist. He was a patriot, he didn't need to join 
the army as  a medical officer. And my father felt strongly that  the Germans were wrong 
and I have just a feeling that  there was some uneasiness in my mother's life because her 
husband was in the United States Army a s  a medical officer and in the war against 
Germany. I think there was some uncomfortableness about that,  but there was not any kind 
of pro-German feeling. 

Now Peoria was a German town. Really it's real growth came in the period of time when 
Germans fled the conscriptions in Europe, and very many of the old names in Peoria are 
quite German, coming here in the 1850's as my grandfather Lucas did, on up to the 
1870's. And I think there were some kind of uncomfortable times along that. 

Q: That's my impression too. That's an interesting story. You've told me very interesting- 
ly about your mother's and your father's influence on your formative years. Can you think 
of any other formative influences, whether teachers or religious people or any other influ- 
ences, on your life up through high school? 

A: (pause) I had a strange experience, my father had been an  educator, as I told you he 
was a teacher and a county superintendent of schools, and he was a gifted teacher and a 
brave man. And he suffered a period of illness when I was about four or five years old. Let 
me see, I think there was a flu epidemic or something, wasn't there? in 1919 or 1920 or 
something. And my father was home a great deal a t  that  time and I guess I was sort of 
a challenge to him and . . . I could read before I went to kindergarten - and so he taught 
me. And I don't think i t  was a specially wise thing to do, because when I went to kindergar- 
ten, there was no particular thing for me to do that  I hadn't already learned to do, and 
I'm told, and I seem to remember, that  I was a disciplinary problem, because all the things 
they were doing didn't seem to be very challenging to me. And I was taken out of school 
by my father and I didn't return to school until I was in the second grade. And then I 
advanced kind of rapidly for a little while. I got out of grade school when I was twelve. 

And . . . you know you've asked me to talk about some memorable teachers, there was 
a . . . my second-grade teacher was Mrs. Harold - Dr. Harold Vonachen. Pete Vonachen's 
mother, do you know who I mean? 

Q: Yes I do. 

A: Miss Bernice, Bernice Vonachen and she's died just this last year. She seemed to kind 
of challenge me. 

In the early grades of school there weren't many challenges but when I went to the White 
School there was an eighth-grade teacher named Miss Laura Werking, and I do not know 
how to spell Werking, and I remember that  she was little and ugly, but she was a 
disciplinarian. And she was a good teacher. 

Then I went to the Central High School, and I took four years of Latin which is a strange 
kind of thing to talk about today. There was an exceptional teacher of Latin there whose 
name was Miss Florence Cutright. I believe I still have some values from the Latin that  
I took a t  the Peoria High School. In the knowledge of the source of some of the words 
in our English language. She was an  exceptional teacher. 



There was another teacher there who interested me very much and I think stimulated me 
to be a little more scholastic. I was very young to be in high school a t  twelve years of 
age, and . . . maybe less mature than other kids of my age. There was a man named Y. 
A. Heghin who was a teacher of history and political science. He was of Armenian descent 
and he experienced some troubles in his life, but he really believed in the United States of 
America. He was an  inspiring teacher, and did provide me some interest in governmental 
affairs. I think he was an  outstanding person. And I think all of those who came in contact 
with him a t  the Peoria Central High School would have thought so. He stressed excellence 
in scholarship, and made me think. I would say that  he stimulated me to be a superior 
student a s  i t  later turned out. 

Strange footnote to this thing, when I was in high school an English teacher appeared there 
and his name was Hudson R. Sours. He had been graduated from Yale University, and he 
later became a senator - do you know that,  or not? 

Q: Yes I do, yes. 

A: And he was a young man and he taught English in the high school. And he, while not 
a lot older than I am, provided me some intellectual stimulation. I was surprised several 
years ago, before his death, he came over to my office one day and he said, "I think you 
ought to have this." And he produced a term paper tha t  I had written for him. Think 
of this some thirty or forty years later. And my subject was corruption in municipal 
government. (chuckles) And I think it's still in my office somewhere. My secretaries 
thought i t  was kind of a remarkable paper for some kid in high school. (laughter) I think 
those are the teachers that,  in the Peoria school system, that  I thought were most significant. 

Q: Now you were in high school during the years of the great depression. Can you think 
of any ways in which the Depression affected your family and your life? 

A: I graduated from grade school in 1929, and I graduated from high school in 1933. We 
lived on Bigelow Street in a large house of four bedrooms, two bathrooms. We had a live-in 
maid. (pause) Our next door neighbors were the Paul Herschels, of the Herschel Manufac- 
turing Company. I don't think I was even aware tha t  a depression took place. By saying 
the way we lived tha t  sounds rather ostentatious today because not many people have four- 
bedroom houses and live-in maids, but you could probably hire a maid in those days for 
three dollars or four dollars a week and her keep. 

One thing I do remember about was when Roosevelt was elected the hanks were closed and 
people were short on money. My father, who was a doctor, was frequently paid in cash and 
when he'd make his house calls he would be paid three dollars and then he'd bring i t  home 
and we had a safe a t  our home. And I do remember tha t  when people were hard up my 
father had some money in his safe tha t  was undeposited in the bank, and he financed people 
tha t  really just needed money because their money was frozen in the bank. 

I don't mean to sound as if I floated above it, everyone lived rather simply in those 
days. The children of - hmmm, what should I say? Your family background, would i t  
be the same? People who lived in lovely homes on Moss Avenue and High Street which 
were then among the most distinguished addresses in town, the Heidrichs, the Wheelers, 
the Allens, the Wahlfelds, many other names, all their children attended the public high 
schools. And all lived pretty much the same. I don't think I was really very conscious of 
any real hardship among the people I associated with. Now my father complained because 
his two dollar and three dollar charges for office and house calls were being discharged in 
bankruptcy, and I'm sure we were much shorter on cash in our household, but i t  didn't seem 
to affect the living very much. I don't know any other way . . . 

SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE 2 



A: You know I'm going to pick up a little about the Depression. 

Q: Alright. 

A: We accepted a s  routine in our household - which I now understand was a relatively 
privileged one, my father was a professional man. We owned a farm, and we owned our 
home and had other properties tha t  we owned. But there was in our home an atmosphere 
of frugality, without parsimony, in that  we - socks were darned. (laughter) Shirt collars 
were turned. I think there were little economies practiced then tha t  would be spurned 
today. And I think those went on during that  depression period. 

Maybe I'm getting ahead of it, but my father sent two boys to college and medical 
school. He was not a wealthy man I'm sure compared to others, but he sent two boys to 
college and medical school. I started college in 1933 and graduated from law school in 1939, 
six years. My brother was four years behind me, and he graduated from college in 1941, 
and medical school in perhaps 1943 or 1944 under the accelerated program due to the 
war. And this wasn't easy to do in those days on a doctor's earnings. 

It's hard to believe when so many people go to college today, through student loans and 
higher degree of affluence, that  if one thousand children had started in grade school when 
I did, perhaps only 1 or 2 percent would ever graduate from college and obtain professional 
degrees. I didn't realize how privileged I was to be able to do that. Because I had friends 
in high school whose father's were doctors and old families here and they routinely went 
away to school. For instance Bill Rutherford was in high school with me, his father was 
a doctor. Dr. Henry Wilson. Willis Wahlfeld of the Wahlfeld Lumber Company. I guess 
i t  wasn't until much later in life tha t  I realized tha t  I'd come through the Depression pretty 
well unscathed and tha t  I was much more fortunate than other children who couldn't go 
on to college. 

Q: You apparently then had assumed all along that  you would go to  college, a t  least that. 
was an  assumption in your family I take it? 

A: There was no alternative. My father expected us, my brother and I, to attend college 
and become professional men. He really expected both of us to become MD's. And my 
mother was of the same mind. And, i t  never occurred to either of us that  there was any- 
thing to do but to attend college and medical school and law school, and perform. 

Q: You attended Bradley, is tha t  correct? 

A: I went to Bradley. I was sixteen when I got out of high school, and a very young 
sixteen. My parents didn't think I was ready to go away to college and I'm not so sure 
but what there was some element of a cost of my education involved in that,  and I went 
one year to Bradley. Bradley a t  tha t  time was a very small freshwater college, with a very 
restrictive atmosphere. I was living a t  home with my parents of course and after the first 
year there I decided I would not go back because I thought i t  wasn't the place for me. Now 
that  may sound badly, i t  isn't. I have friends that  attended a t  the same time and went 
through the college and men that  have become lawyers and doctors and people of significant 
attainment who graduated from Bradley. But I didn't want to go there anymore after one 
year because I thought i t  was an  illiberal restrictive atmosphere. Maybe I was childish, 
but I knew I wasn't going to go there anymore after the first year and i t  wasn't because 
I had failed to do well in college. 

I joined a little fraternity there called the Alpha Pi Fraternity. Had a house on Bradley 
Avenue near University, and my - I don't know what you call i t  now, but my own mentor 
or pledge father or whatever they called it, was F. B. Bourland, who really is a very bright 
man. He later became head of the First Federal, which is our largest loan association. Bill 
is a gifted intellectual fellow and under that  system there he was responsible for me 



performing. His sister Betty and I had been in the same class a t  high school. I didn't know 
then how bright he was, but a s  I recall my first year a t  Bradley I got substantially all 
A's. Because my father had told me. "This is it, now you star t  to work and get good 
grades." And Bill had that  kind of grades too and I think i t  was a stimulus to me to per- 
form academically. But it wasn't hard to do really. So I went there one year. 

Q: Then what? 

A: Well . . . my . . . I knew I wasn't going back to Bradley, and I thought that  the proper 
place for me to go was to either Princeton or Williams College. And I took the college 
boards and was accepted by them - and with no assurance that  my parents would send 
me. I had a dear friend a t  tha t  time whose father was a prominent lawyer here, Hiram 
Todd, and Mrs. Todd, her son Jim and I were dear friends, they lived on Crescent Avenue 
and Jim was going to the Asheville School for Boys, which was kind of a fancy thing like 
Andover or Exeter or something - perhaps not quite in that  high a cut, but she told me 
if I wanted to go to Princeton, she'd lend me the money to do it. I went home and told 
my father that  and I said, "I'm not going back to Bradley, and Mrs. Todd will send me to 
Princeton, lend me the money." But he was indignant. And he said, "Why you don't have 
to do that." He said, "I'll send you, but," he said, "it will be hard." And I said, "Well 
another place I'd like to go would be the University of Michigan a t  Ann Arbor." Because 
he had attended the University of Michigan. My Uncle George had been a regent of the 
University of Michigan. And my cousins, Dr. Ernest Burhans and Dr. Robert Burhans, had 
gone there. So i t  wound up that  I went to Michigan. And my father paid my way and Mrs. 
Todd did not. (chuckles) 

Q: So this was probably around 1935 you went to Ann Arbor. 

A: Yes i t  would have been 1935. Did I say I went one year to Bradley? I think I went 
two years. One or two, I'm not sure. 

Q: I'd be interested in your description of your years a s  an undergraduate a t  the University 
of Michigan. 

A: The University of Michigan is to my mind, then and now, one of the great universities 
of this country. I knew I wanted to go to law school when I went there and i t  was generally 
considered tha t  i t  was one of the maybe six great law schools in the country and may still 
be for all I know. I also was conscious of the fact that  my dad was eking his way through 
the Depression a s  a family doctor, and I wanted to go through law school on what they call 
the combined curriculum. At that  time you could go through, if your grades were suffi- 
ciently good and I don't recall the degree tha t  was required - if you could perform well 
enough through three years of college, then you could enter law school a t  the end of your 
junior year and become a freshman in law school for what normally would have been your 
senior year in the liberal a r t s  college. And so I had had good grades from Bradley and I 
was determined to keep them up on attending the University of Michigan. When I went 
there there was a prime objective of achievement in grades so that  I could get into law 
school. 

At  that  time the University of Illinois, and I'm guessing a t  this, was perhaps twenty to 
twenty-three thousand, and Ann Arbor with all of its professional colleges was a smaller 
place than the University of Illinois but perhaps not markedly so. Not fa r  from netroit, 
forty or fifty miles, and I suppose the liberal a r t s  college had about eleven thousand, twelve 
thousand people in it. I t  was pretty big time compared to Bradley with four hundred or 
five hundred. 

And there was a highly-organized social life. I think i t  doesn't exist today, but fraternities 
and sororities were tremendously important. Maybe they peaked out probably shortly after 
I was there and became less important. And I . . . was recommended apparently for - well 



not apparently, you are. If somebody would write in and say that,  "Bob Burhans is coming 
to Ann Arbor, look him over for my fraternity . . ." 

Well I was afraid tha t  the fraternity life would interfere with my studies and I declined 
some of those invitations. And I got up there, first time I'd been away from home for a 
long time and they didn't permit first-year students to live in fraternity houses. I was living 
in a very barren little rooming house on State Street and, boy, I sure wish I hadn't turned 
down all those opportunities to be rushed for fraternities. 

Well fortunately for me I did receive some invitations and I joined a fraternity there, the 
Alpha Delta Phi. I t  made me feel that  I belonged. We held ourselves in our fraternity 
group to be among the most superior groups there. In general i t  was a group of children 
of very well-to-do parents. I suppose the bulk of them with more money than my parents 
had but we all lived a t  about the same level, I think $50 a month or $60 a month for your 
room and board or something like that. And we were right across from the main campus 
of the university, near the Michigan Union and I had a feeling of self confidence. I belonged 
to this group and I got along well in the college in my studies. 

There were very distinguished people there on the faculty of Ann Arbor. I majored in 
English literature and composition whatever that  was. There were teachers that  were later 
all pirated away to Harvard and some of the Ivy League schools. I received an excellent 
education in the undergraduate school a t  Ann Arbor, but because they didn't accept some 
of my credits from Bradley I had to go to the summer school the year before I entered law 
school in order to get a sufficient number of credits to entitle me to go to law school a t  
the end of my junior year of college. 

A little footnote on that,  my . . . friend, a member of the Alpha Delta Phi there with me, 
was a fellow from Taylorville, Illinois, named Dick Hershey. Does name mean anything to 
you? 

Q: No i t  doesn't. 

A: Well Dick Hershey is a lawyer down there, now. I haven't kept in touch with him but 
Dick's father, Harry Hershey, was the director of insurance during. the Depression. And 
Dick was a rabid Democrat, and his father was a very powerful Democrat in the state. 

Q: Yes I've heard that,  yes. 

A: And Hershey's were well-to-do people from Taylorville - sounds kind of funny but they 
were old family and owned coal mines and everything. And Dick and I were a t  the opposite 
poles of political opinion. He was a strong Democrat and his father was a successful and 
strong Democrat and I had no use for a - my father was Republican, and we teased each 
other a lot - well Dick and I roomed together. His father and mother came up and they 
would take us out to dinner and so forth. 

Harry Hershey, who was a swell guy, wonderful man, ran for governor against Dwight Green 
in 1940. I had just started to practice law then and I was asked to be - oh it's a traditional 
thing for a young lawyer to get involved in politics, i t  gets their names known, for better 
or  worse, and I was'asked to assist in the Green campaign. Incidentally I think that's the 
year Wendell Willkie ran for president. And of course how could I be helping to elect a 
Republican against Mr. Hershey who had been so kind to me and who was nice, and of course 
I declined to do that.  Incidentally that's the year I think Bob Morgan, now a federal judge, 
ran for mayor and was elected, right? I worked for Morgan and Willkie but not for Green. 

And then a little strange coincidence. When I was in the legislature, Dick's father, Harry 
Hershey, had then been elected to the Supreme Court. And when I became the head of the 
Judiciary Committee and the - what did they - Council on the Judicial Administration, 



I don't know - Mr. Hershey was on the Supreme Court, and I would go over to the Supreme 
Court Building and meet with the justices about matters of legislation, and i t  was kind of 
a source of pleasure to me tha t  he could reminisce with me about knowing me from college 
days. 

The campus a t  Ann Arbor was a conservative campus. And we didn't . . . I'm surprised 
when I think about it, how they controlled - I don't know whether they controlled - but 
I think there was a selective policy of taking out-of-state students that  tended to eliminate 
radical people from the east coast of the United States and more particularly New York 
City. 

Q: Is  that  right! 

A: I really think that's true. 

Q: Was that  kind of common knowledge on the campus. 

A: I think so. 

Q: That eastern radicals were not welcome. Was i t  anti-Semitic in any way? 

A: I think so. 

Q: I see. That's interesting. 

A: I think so. Of course any state university is going to get all kinds of people, but I think 
the University of Michigan of course first favored residents of the state of Michigan, then 
I think they had a selective policy to eliminate radical Jewish people. And I remember being 
on the campus when . . . wasn't too aware of i t  - they got rid of people. 

Q: Students who were active . 

A: Dissenters. 

Q: Is  that  right. 

A: Yes. Dick Hershey and I worked on the newspaper, the Michigan Daily, and we were 
kind of in touch with things. He had entered college ahead of me, because he went from 
Taylorville, and entered Ann Arbor as  a freshman. I came there later on. And he was 
an editor of the Michigan Daily and I'd go over and help him put out the paper. And 1 
wrote a little for the paper. I don't think my memory fails me when I think there must 
have been a university policy of conservatism and moderation and - I don't know whether 
I'd say authoritarianism. Maybe I just had tha t  idea because of the particular milieu of 
the relatively privileged fraternity groups that  I was living in. 

Jerry Ford was a t  Ann Arbor. I think he was a Deke and there was a close relationship 
between our fraternity group. And, I'm not sure whether I remember seeing him play 
football or not. But I do remember him coming back to Ann Arbor and we'd have football 
lunches and he'd be a t  our house, and we'd be a t  the Deke house. 

We had another colorful one a t  Ann Arbor, he was older than I am, he's now on the Supreme 
Court of Michigan, 6. Mennen Williams, Soapy Williams. He married a girl that  I knew 
very well, Dan Quirk's daughter from Ypsilanti, Michigan. He was around there. 

I would say that  the bulk of the people that  I knew in college were because of this fraternity 
life. Was kind of a stratified thing. There were children going to college then from old 



furniture families in Grand Rapids and automobile families in Grosse Pointe and Birming- 
ham, Michigan. And maybe part of my view of i t  was where I was living and where I was 
associated. 

Q: Could be. Do you recall any of the issues involved in those - for example was the paci- 
fist movement active on the Ann Arbor campus in the mid-1930's? 

A: I can not recall such a thing. 

Q: How about the Communist Party . . . 

A: Communist, yes. There were, but difficult to identify a s  Communist. I couldn't 
identify . . . and I don't think I was insensitive to the - I think I was bright enough to 
know about some of the differences in political philosophy. But to identify a Red influence 
a t  Ann Arbor would have been very difficult, and I rather believe that,  as  I've suggested, 
tha t  there was the attempt not to have i t  come on campus and if i t  arrived, get i t  out. 

The president of the university a t  that  time was Alexander Ruthman, a conservative and 
distinguished man, and . . . we were not allowed to have cars on campus. There was not 
drinking, there was - that  is entirely wrong, but they had a law that  you could not serve 
mixed drinks in Ann Arbor, cocktails, and you couldn't stand up a t  a bar. The drinking was 
largely confined to beer at various student hangouts. And the other thing was that  they had 
state liquor stores and students could purchase bottles of liquor and take them to places 
where they had bands and what they call set-ups, mixes for a drink, and you took a bottle 
there and I suppose students everywhere have always been drinkers, or they experimented 
with it. I don't know how we got on that  but we were talking about the general atmosphere 
of the campus. 

Q: I want to go back to something you mentioned earlier. You said that  when you went to 
Michigan you already knew you were going to go to law school. When did you decide that  
you were going to go to law school? 

A: (pause) Probably sometime in grade school. Without even knowing what a lawyer was 
about. (laughter) I'll explain tha t  a little. I think my mother started the whole thing. In 
that  when she punished me, I always tried to argue with her, put her in the wrong for pun- 
ishing me. I think she would tell this to you if you would go speak to her in her home 
today. And she said, "The way you argue with me, you ought to be a lawyer." 

That was in grade school and then I had this friend, Jim Todd, whose father Hiram Todd 
was an  extremely successful lawyer here. To give you an  idea of what i t  was . . . Todd's 
lived over on Crescent Avenue, which was a very nice street in those days, in a big huge 
house and had a couple of live-in maids and a black driver, and Mr. Todd, oh, I would say 
he was a senior counsel for the Central National Bank which was then a good bank and 
he was a t  one time president of Keystone. He was a t  one time president of A.B.C. which 
was the Altorfer Brothers washing machine. He was president of Hart-Carter - as  I look 
back a t  i t  he was probably a better businessman than he was a lawyer. He was of a most 
strikingly vigorous handsome appearance. Someone later told me tha t  Hiram Todd had a 
face like an affidavit. (chuckles) He dressed well in a conservative style and wore English- 
made shoes. And we had a twelve-cylinder, seven-passenger Cadillac with a black driver 
when we'd go up north and so forth. And Mrs. Todd was active in the Amateur Musical 
Society. I'd be there when they'd have visiting artists. I remember meeting Rachmaninoff 
in their home. Jascha Heifetz, Fritz Kreisler, others. And they . . . well they were 
impressive to me. 

And I thought that  if I would be a lawyer I would be more like Mr. Todd who lived a much 
more stylish life than my parents did. And my father was driving Hupmobiles and Buicks 
and Reos instead of Cadillacs and Pierce-Arrows. I don't know that  tha t  was entirely that  



superficial but Todd's had an  elevated place in the society of a relatively smaller town. The 
Heidrich family is well known in Peoria, a s  you know, and he was counsel to the 
Heidrich's. He impressed me, never in any aggressive or overt way, with the fact that  the 
practice of law could lead to some material comforts and advantages and was a relatively 
prestigious occupation. I didn't see a lot of lawyers, I only saw him, and I didn't know there 
were other kinds as  well. (chuckles) 

But I think of the Todd's . . . I lived in their summer home with them a t  Douglas Lake, 
Michigan, for five or six successive summers. And because their son Jim was the only boy 
in the family, his sisters were older, they wanted me to have - we were very friendly. And 
I would say tha t  my association with Jim Todd and his parents strongly influenced me a t  
an early age, or confirmed a desire, to be a lawyer. 

SESSION 2, TAPE 2, SIDE 1 

Q: Mr. Burhans, I'd like to begin the story this evening with your matriculation in law school 
a t  the University of Michigan. I'd be interested in any strong rccollections you have of those 
years in law school. 

A: I had attended the undergraduate school a t  the University of Michigan, and a t  the end 
of my third year of college I was admitted to the law school on what was then a program 
which permitted one to complete a college and law school in a six-year period rather than 
a seven-year period. 1 entered the law school in the fall of 1936, a t  Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. They have one of the finest physical plants and facilities for study of law perhaps 
in the United States. Are you familiar with it? 

Q: Yes I am. 

A: And then you know that there's a vast quadrangle there, approximately two blocks 
square, which contained dormitories, dining hali, for the students who lived in what was 
known as  The Law Club. And i t  was on perhaps parts of three sides of that  large 
block. Then the law teaching building, faculty offices, on one corner of it. And then we 
had the wonderful University of Michigan law library on one side. 

The experience of living in The Law Club was a good one. I t  brought together men really 
from all over the Urited States. I suppose i t  may have been a preponderance of people who 
originated in Michigan or attended the University of Michigan but there were people there 
from many states in the union and indeed from foreign countries. And the experience of 
living in a dormitory, eating a t  a dining hall, with these men was a broadening experience. 

Michigan then had, and now has, a reputation for excellence. No use putting some numbers 
down to say where i t  ranks but it had an excellent and stimulating faculty and the environ- 
ment was conducive to competition. I t  took a lot of work to stay in law school. And even 
more work, for most of us a t  least, to achieve any grades of any consequence. Was much 
more low key than "The Paper Chase" that  I've seen on TV and some of the professorial 
mcthods were interesting and unique a s  was Professor Kingsf eld. 

Oh some of the things I remember. I think in December of 1936 was a very big thing. Isn't 
that  when Edward VIII abdicated? 

Q: I believe you're right. 

A:  And there was quite a bit of talk about it. Most of us had radios in our rooms, and 
then a t  the time Time magazine was popular, photo magazine as you know. I t  was one thing 
I remember. 



I remember being in law school when - I think towards the end of my freshman year, that  
would perhaps be in 1937 - when the shocking tragedy of the dirigible took place in New 
Jersey, fell to the ground, burned. Was that  the Hindenburg? 

Q: The Hindenburg. 

A: I thought so. I remember one time when I was in law school a little thing . . . maybe 
- I'm just trying to place it. Do you remember - you do not remember but you've read 
of the time when Orson Welles broadcast a vivid radio drama based upon a H. G. Wells 
War of the Worlds and was taken quite literally true and created a sort of a hysteria in 
the United States, particularly the eastern seaboard. 

As we moved on into 1938 and 1939, the latter being the year in which I graduated, we saw 
in movie newsreels and Time magazine the rising dogs of war in Europe. Watched Cham- 
berlain to Munich, come back, "Peace in Our Time," and i t  wasn't of course. I only mention 
that  to locate my education in point of some relation to world events that  are well known. 

Q: Let me pursue tha t  a moment. Do you recall any discussions by your professors or your 
colleagues of the proposal by President Roosevelt to, so-called, "pack" the Supreme 
Court. That came in 1937 and I'm just wondering whether that  was a subject of discussion? 

A: (pause) Really don't remember a great deal about it. We all knew who the nine old 
men were. I was aware of that  but I have no significant memories that  there was a great 
deal of discussion or tha t  we felt strongly about i t  one way or another. 

Q: Another question then. With the approach of war, or the threat of war, was that  a 
subject of conversation among the students in law school? 

A: Sure was. (pause) I don't know when i t  was. Well I can place it. Hitler had a s  I recall 
first taken over the Saar area. And then there was the question of the Sudeten Germans, 
in Austria I recall. 

Q: Or Czechoslovakia. 

A: Or Czechoslovakia. I remember the murder of Chancellor Dolfuss. We had probably 
some feeling that  this was something that  we might become involved in. I would say that  
at tha t  time the local sentiment of the student body and indeed of the nation was that  i t  
was somebody elses war, and we didn't want to be a part of it. Matter of fact I had had 
a very good liberal education and i t  was pretty shocking to me that  men were over there 
killing each other you know. Didn't really associate myself with that  possibility a t  
all. Seemed a s  if we would not be in i t  but you had a kind of nagging feeling that  i t  was 
something very important. And perhaps seemed more important to me then than i t  does 
now in retrospect. 

Q: What about any favorite courses or  professors in law school? Do any stand out in your 
memory? 

A: Well I think every one who studies law has the most vivid recollections of their freshman 
year. And I think the system has now changed. We entered law school as  freshman. And 
we were not admitted unless we had a superior, most of us, record of scholastic achievement, 
grades in short. At  tha t  time you went the whole year, whole freshman year, and you took 
your exams a t  the end of the freshman year, in late May or early June, and your whole 
year's work was laid on the line a t  one time in those exams. And even people who had 
reason to  believe they were very good students had no assurance of where they were going 
to come out on the thing, where they stood, until sometime in the summer vacation when 
you got your grades and either realized you'd made i t  or not. 



The first year's courses soon were very fundamental. Criminal law was taught to us, and 
that  was a short course the first semester, we took an exam in tha t  a t  the end of the first 
semester. The rest of the courses ran through the entire year. Such a s  contracts, Professor 
Grismore who was not liked or disliked - he was caricatured - he was an unusual 
person. And then there was real property, personal property. They all seemed to be men 
of skill in teaching and personal standing. Nothing very inspiring about any of them as I 
recall. 

The more interesting courses came in the later years of law school when you could take some 
electives. There were some requirements, but there were some electives and people that  
taught these courses, the professors, were interesting. Conflicts of law was always consid- 
ered a superbly difficult subject. I t  was Professor Yntema, Dutch name, whose method of 
teaching was so elusive and diffuse tha t  you wondered whether you were going to do well 
in it. Another subject, which we commonly called equity, was taught by a Professor Durfee, 
who really had great personal charm and was a brilliant teacher. Jack Dawson was teach- 
ing equity - I later worked for him in Washington D. C. - and then he went on and finished 
his career a t  Harvard. 

All of them impressed me. I remember Professor Tracy who gave me the most - I didn't 
know i t  a t  the time but i t  was the most practical advice I received from any professor in 
law school. He had been a successful lawyer in Chicago, a t  least had the reputation of being 
so. He had a rather fatherly country way about him, taught evidence. And the great gem 
of wisdom imparted to me by him was - we were taught by the case method, you look a t  
books and you try to draw principles and find a case the the facts of which, or the facts 
and principles and decisions of which, matched you problem. But he said, "Well, the first 
thing you do, you look a t  the statutes. See what the state has said. And it's a statutory 
law about your problem." And that  was a wonderful piece of advice and I've never forgotten 
i t  and I adhere to i t  today. 

Might mention tha t  there was, in my freshman year, a professor in what was known as  
pleading, Professor Edson R. Sunderland, who was an authority recognized across the 
nation. And he was a brilliant teacher. He was a great success. He was a consultant to 
many states who were adopting what was known then a s  code pleading. This may be boring 
to you but I'll simplify i t  in this way tha t  pleading is a method of stating a case and bringing 
i t  to issue before the court, whether bench or jury trial. And there was common law pleading 
which was quite intricate, i t  involved historic forms which had come down through the writs 
in early English times. And i t  really was an  artificial language for stating a legal claim 
or defeating it. And code pleading was to bring the presentation matters in court into a 
modern form of language. I t  was a simplification of things in it. I t  really advanced the 
cause of litigants and justice because people who were not skilled in this archaic form of 
pleading got trapped and their clients lost or won maybe on technicalities. And code plead- 
ing is now in every state of course. 

But he was a consultant to the state of Illinois and I think he was the substantial author 
of the first draft of our Civil Practice Act which took affect in 1933. And was a consultant 
to the Supreme Court in connection with federal pleading. He was somebody. 

Nice guy too. We had no intimate contact with professors in any way. Our entering-class 
was large enough - I think the entire law school a t  that  time would have been about four 
hundred - I think there were 113 in my graduating class. Seems small by today's standard 
and yet a t  tha t  time i t  was a big law school. But they arbitrarily broke the freshman class 
up into sections - alphabetically, people A through L are in one section and those through 
from there to the end of the alphabet were in another. And indeed we wouldn't know a 
lot of people in our own class, except for the fact tha t  those of us who lived in The Law 
Club did have reason to know each other. 

But the professors were removed. The closest association I had with any of them, there 
were two professors, one was a professor Louis S h e s  who wrote a definitive work on future 



interest, which is a really intricate subject, more of an intellectual exercise than 
anything. I t  is of little consequence in modern law. Having regard of future estates and 
land. I worked for him and he would give me a list of cases to get in the library and I 
would digest them and make abstracts of them and turn them over to him. He was a white 
man. 

My most intimate association was with the dean of the law school, who was Dean Henry 
M. Bates. He taught constitutional law. He happened to be a fraternity brother of mine, 
in the college fraternity I belonged to. And both my roommate and I made good grades 
the first year, went on the Law Review, and he took an  interest in us. He was proud of 
being a member of our college fraternity and he took an interest in us because we were 
meeting what he thought were some satisfactory performances a s  students in the law school. 
He was my teacher of constitutional law which was undergoing a great change a t  that  
time. Very dignified man. But shy, and quite warm. 

Q: So were you guest in his home ever? 

A: Yes I was a guest in his home and he came to our fraternity functions and I'd go in 
to his office, but he was interested in us because we a s  members of his fraternity hadn't 
let him down. (laughter) 

Q: As you look back on those years, were they very happy years for you? 

A: (pause) I think so. Didn't have a lot of money to spend. I t  was an  expensive school 
to go to in the Middle West, but i t  was absurdly cheap by any standards that  you would 
think of today. I liked my time in law school very much and they were happy years. I 
was with people I liked, I could do what I liked, and the living quarters were 
excellent. Everybody gripes about the food a s  many people always do. But I could go down 
to the intramural building and play squash and swim and had a lot of time - didn't have 
much - when I say a lot of time I don't think I did much except go to classes and 
study. Didn't have much money to have dates. Drink some beer. Talk a lot with other 
fellows in law school. They were nice times and the men I knew then some of them I know 
very well today. I went back to my fortieth reunion a year ago. Not last fall but the pre- 
ceding fall. And the fellows tha t  seemed to me to be leaders in my law school had in general 
turned out to be very successful in practice and were leaders and good guys, and fellows 
tha t  were dull were still dull. 

I might say that  there was one phase of my . . . make i t  sound kind of dumb, you know 
you go to movies, you go play squash after you study, and drink a little. But the University 
of Michigan had an auditorium, you'd call it, with exceptionally brilliant acoustic qualities, 
i t  was called Hill Auditorium. And there was offered to the students something called Star  
Course and they brought symphony orchestras, the Boston Symphony, the Philadelphia Sym- 
phony, i t  was really a dazzingly array of talent that  they brought to the campus. At a very 
low price - I don't recall what i t  was. And 1 always took Star  Course. And I attended 
those concerts, met a lot of - not a lot but some of my friends did. 

I was on a spring day sitting on the steps of the law library and a strange collection of 
people came walking by. They were strange-looking people. They asked me what the build- 
ing was. They were foreign and I recognized them as  members of the Metropolitan Opera, 
who were appearing there on Star  Course. Took them through the law library, a wonderful 
looking building, and I remember the great tenor Giovanni Martinelli was there and the 
great Wagnerian soprano Kirsten Flagstad. And they were interested to find that  I always 
had listened to the, oh, broadcast tha t  took place on Saturday afternoon from the Metropol- 
itan Opera - I don't know whether they still do or not, I think Texaco sponsored them. 

Q: Yes, I think they still do or at least . . . 



A: Is  tha t  right. You could send away and you could get a program and I spent some Satur- 
day afternoons listening to opera and studying. Those are some of the things I remember. 

Q: Okay. What were your ambitions a t  that  point? Do you recall? 

A: I don't think I had any particular ambition a t  tha t  point. I think maybe - I don't know 
whether I told you in the earlier interview tha t  for some reason I early made a decision 
to become a lawyer. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And I knew that  was what you had to do to become a lawyer. And I had no particular 
ambition other than to graduate and see what happened. 

While I was there - you know that's another point in time now that  I think about i t  but 
we had a lot of talk a t  the tables in The Law Club. They originated the sit-down strike a t  
that  time, and in the Detroit - we were near to Detroit of course - and as I recall Frank 
Murphy was then the governor of Michigan. Strange sort of Irish person who later went 
to the Supreme Court, for no reason identifiable with his legal abilities. And I remember 
him coming into law school, florid flamboyant fellow, I remember he wound up some oration 
to us, who were students, in his Irish way, he talked about "moving into the dew and honey 
of the brighter morrow." Wow! (laughter) And we all thought he was kind of ridiculous. 
Not - well some of us didn't. 

Q: You graduated in 1939. What was your overall academic performance? 

A: I was on the Law Review the first year, which meant I had an average better than "B," 
and just a little better than " B  to tell you the truth. And I wanted to make Coif which 
was the honorary society. I didn't think I could work for the Law Review and plug for Coif, 
so I dropped off the Law Review which is kind of a heresy, not very good. And I tried very 
hard and I didn't make Coif. I think they elected thirteen men to i t  and I think I was the 
fourteenth man in my class. My final year of law school I had all "A's." And I had "A's" 
in difficult subjects like future interests. Constitutional law I wouldn't say was difficult but 
conflicts of law, future interests, a number of things and I became steadily a better - I 
don't know whether I was a better student but I got better grades the longer I went to school. 
I'm sure I was the youngest man in my class, and I think I was handicapped in scholastic 
achievement by some immaturity. Didn't make much difference anyway. I was a superior 
student but I did not make the Order of the Coif. 

Q: Well with a law degree you then had to think about the bar and a career, and do you 
want to tell me what led to those decisions in 1939. 

A: Well, really nothing very much. Those were other tough times. Big law offices weren't 
prospering. You wanted to go to the big city, Chicago, New York, other places, if you didn't 
have a place set out for you, pretty well had to have made Coif. I didn't. I might say tha t  
my grades in college were Phi Beta Kappa grades but because I went into law school my 
senior year I did not get a key for that. But my last year in college I had all "A's", and 
I do know that 1 was a good student. I didn't collect any evidence in form of little badges 
of gold. 

But there wasn't much opportunity for you to go to the big city. So 1 just came back here 
to Peoria, and thought I'd s ta r t  looking around for some place to hire me. I think I rather 
felt that  Mr. Todd's firm might hire me because I'd been in his home and his son had been 
my friend, and he was senior partner in a pretty good-sized law firm. I was disappointed 
I didn't make i t  there. And I might say that  I took a cram course a s  it's called, because 
the Illinois Bar Association had some questions dealing with Illinois law and I'd gone to 
law school that  prepared people to go take the bar association anywhere in the nation. But 



there weren't the nuances of little oh, statutory things, so I took a cram course at, 
Champaign. 

We took our examinations a t  the University of Chicago. Essay-type questions all. We were 
coming home from kind of a blast pretty late in the morning and going to get on the train 
to go to Chicago the next day, Ed Shady and I. He'd gone to the cram course with mc 
a t  Champaign. So we were driving going home, why, we heard the startling news that  
Germany was marching into Poland on the very - well i t  was the day . . . well they were 
what? some five hours ahead of us or something like that. 

Q: Five or six. 

A: And so they were going into Poland. We heard that  news as we came home. Course we 
went up to the exam full of the feeling that  war was pretty imminent. But 1 had no design 
or plan to enter the law business, only a hope. 

Q: So you took and passed the bar. 

A: Yes. 

Q: The early fall of 1939. 

A: Yes, September of 1939. Then I came back and started to try to find a place to 
work. Was very difficult. And i t  was a hard experience. I'd been a good student, I just 
didn't have any particular pull or in. And didn't know really how to get a job, just went 
around and tried various places. Pretty discouraging. They were hiring lawyers a t  that  
time in Peoria, if you could get hired, for fifty dollars to sixty dollars a month. I t  was a 
real comedown, from this good atmosphere of the University of Michigan Law School - i t  
was really an  eloquent surrounding - and find out you were really not very much useful 
or very much desired. And that  was not alone my experience, i t  was the experience of other 
lawyers of that  time who got out. 

I really don't know how it all came about, but . . . oh yes I think I do. One summer I'd 
gone over to a firm of lawyers in the Commercial Bank Building which was then headed 
by - the principles in i t  were Mr. J. T. Hunter, Richard Cavanaugh, and Gene McLaughlin 
- I was kind of a boy, 1 sat  in the library and ran errands and did things. My pay was 
nominal. My most serious responsibility was to buy Mr. Hunter his fresh cigars every morn- 
ing across the street. But Mr. McLaughlin was very kind to me. And he was an excellent 
draftsman, excellent lawyer. Well next to that  was an office of Gerald Page, who was the 
general counsel for the Commercial Bank. Read a book on Mr. Page, he was a really re- 
markable man. And I had come to know him through working, L call i t  working, in that  
law office. At  that  time, Chase Scully was sitting in the library with me, and Mac 
Fredrich. I think maybe Mac had an  office. (laughter) But Mr. Page said to come with 
him and he'd give me some space and stenographic help and he'd see if he could get me 
some business. Or I could do some things tha t  he didn't want to do. That's how I got 
started in the law business. 

Q: So you joined . . . 

A: No pay. 

Q: Just  whatever business he would send you. 

A: Yes, living a t  home. 1 don't have a very vivid recollection of what I did hut I didn't 
have a lot to do. 



I t  was just a discouraging time so I decided to improve my mind by reading. I had always 
liked mathematics and pursued mathematics, texts in mathematics, and improved my 
mind. That  continued for a while. 

I might say I had a very active social life here in Peoria a t  that  time. Without much money, 
but I could get along. I had a new car. Borrowed the money from my mother for it. I 
ultimately paid her back. And I think she perhaps helped me to boost my moral. I can 
see why nobody was very anxious to hire me. I was a very young, twenty-two when I started 
to practice law. And I really probably looked even younger than my years. We had an active 
social bunch. 

The war was coming on and heightening up you know and there was a draft and one of 
my early things to do was go over to the courthouse and help in the draft  registration and 
advise people, there was a committee of that.  We were tuning up for the war. Let me set! 
if I could recall this sequence of events. 

SESSION 2, TAPE 2, SIDE 2 

Q: You were talking about a sequence of events. 

A: Well, I ultimately went to Washington, D.C., to work for the OPA [Ofice of Price Admin- 
istration], and I believe - I really cannot recall this with precision - but I went there 
because I had a call from Professor Dawson, who had been one of my teachers of equity. I 
admired him very much and he had taken a job with the OPA, and I really believe that  
i t  was after Pearl Harbor tha t  I went there, not before. I went there. He was assistant, 
general counsel of the Office of Price Administration for rent control. And the head of it 
was a Robert Wales who came from Chicago, brilliant man, he had been a clerk to Judge 
[Oliver Wendell] Ilolmes, and I was a . . . well i t  just appealed to me I wanted to do it. 
And I went to Washington, D.C., and I was offered a job. I think maybe about February 
I went there to work. 

Q: The pay was attractive inducement? 

A: No i t  was not. Strangely enough I'd succeeded in the law business without - well I 
perhaps would say because I had no overhead but - and my fees were all mine. I made 
about thirteen hundred dollars or there abouts the first year I practiced 
law. (chuckles) And tha t  was as  well a s  the guys in the city were doing. Perhaps by dint 
of some luck and maybe getting one case tha t  maybe payed three hundred dollars or five 
hundred dollars or something like that. Had a brand new car, played golf all the time. Just 
had a good time. 

But I had registered for the draft and I didn't know when I was going to come up. I t  was 
pretty hard to settle down to the fact that  I was going to have a continued steady progress 
from starting practice in Peoria till the time I retired there, i t  was pretty evident the war 
was going to interrupt it. And then my law school roommate, Jack Ewell, was down there 
in Washington, D. C., he was working for Struve Hensel who was general counsel for the 
Department of the Navy and I had the anticipation of seeing him. There was kind of a 
migration towards Washington of young lawyers a t  tha t  time. Some went into the FBI, but 
there was a kind of migration of lawyers to these burgeoning wartime agencies. And other 
young men too who didn't immediately go into the service. 

I really was charmed with the fact of living in Washington under those conditions. And 
I don't recall what my starting pay was, was very low, I would say something in the neigh- 
borhood of $2,600 a year. That seems absurd in the light of what we know happens 
now. When I left I was earning $7,400 a year which was a lot of money. That's when I 
went into the navy. At that  time men tha t  were assistant attorney generals of the IJnited 



States down at the Jusblce Uepurtrnent, career people, were ear rmg twelve or lirrrteen thou- 
sand dollars a year - had some sections with many lawyers under them. So pay wasn't 
the inducement. I got along well in the work there. And . . . was an interesting experience. 

Q: As you look back on that  experience in Washington of about two years, is there anything 
about your experience there that  in retrospect exerted an  important influence on your later 
career? 

A: Well I . . . one of my chores was that  I had to go up to Capitol Hill to carry messages 
signed by maybe the administrative head of the rent section who later became quite a famous 
man. He was an intimate of the White House, his name was Paul Porter. He was the 
administrative side of rent control. Rent control was a controvcrsial subject. Man of great 
charm from Kentucky originally, White House crony. And he later became a member of the 
prestigious law firm of Arnold, Fortas, and Porter. Thurmond Arnold who wrote some 
rather iconoclastic stuff about the law a t  tha t  time. 

Q: That's one of the best known law firms in Washington. 

A: I would assume i t  still is. Covington would be another one and then, oh, Wilmer, Bram- 
ble, Cutler, and so forth. Of course law firms were then legion in Washington and were 
by any standards - of course you know how that  has gone. Some congressman, some senator, 
would write something, and demand a reply. Well, might s tar t  out, be assigned to somebody 
that  had a desk for tha t  particular region where the senator or congressman came from, 
write a letter, t ry to deal with it. And I remember every letter was written with something 
like seven copies and no matter what i t  was. And then there would be a green sheet and 
they'd stamp i t  - everything was reviewed, reviewed, reviewed until finally somebody signed 
i t  after i t  had been battered back and forth and redrafted. Then you went up on the Hill 
and delivered in person to these fellows, congressmen and senators. 

I got in and out of various senatorial and representative offices, had some opportunity to 
sit  around and see the uninspiring side of Congress in session. I was close to 
government. Our office was several places in Washington. We were first in a World War 
I temporary building, then we were moved up on the Connecticut Avenue, near the Mayflow- 
er, above K Street, between there and Du Pont Circle. And of course there was a great 
parade of . . . there - what do you say? movers and shakers. I saw Bernard Baruch, had 
his office in the same building we were in, and JeRers I think was his name, he was a presi- 
dent of one of the big transcontinental railroads like Southern Pacific. And of course the 
British had a purchasing mission in Washington and if you ever wanted to see military class 
and style i t  was a British officer with red tabs on his lapel. I saw Field Marshall Sir John 
Dill there. And we'd lunch a t  the Mayflower. And the Willard Hotel, you know that's a 
famous place. Rut then we later moved down into - well what they call Foggy Bottom, 
a t  the foot of Capitol Hill, near the Social Security Building. I t  wasn't much of a jump 
of about six or  eight blocks up to the Capitol Building. I'd go up there. And I had some 
interest in the government from tha t  time on I'd say. 

Q: In other words if I understand what you're saying there was a certain glamour and excite- 
ment to Washington in those days that  appealed to you. 

A: Oh, i t  surely did. I liked it, and I liked i t  a s  a place to live. Well it's just a . . . I 
had rather a limited experience from the Middle West and you saw important people, you 
could recognize them. I t  was an exciting time. 

Q: Do you remember any particular congressmen whose paths you crossed? 

A: (pause) Well I had acquaintance with then Representative leader Senator Dirksen from 
this state. Little favors. And I don't have a precise recollection of very many of them. I 
don't think I was very awed by them. I thought a lot of them were pretty common people 



even then. I remember there was a Senator Phillips from Oklahoma, exceedingly dull speaker 
that  I saw talking to an empty senate chamber one day. Almost empty. Ii I'm not mistaken 
Warren Magnuson, could tha t  be possible, who just was retired by popular acclaim in his 
home state, I think maybe he was then there. I don't have vivid memories of any person- 
ages. 

I remember attending parties in Washington. I remember talking to General Wheeler, who 
was in charge of the selective service system, a t  gatherings. Sumner Welles, I saw him fre- 
quently. 

I lived above Du Pont Circle on the upstairs floor of a townhouse where a lady whose - 
1 don't guess her sons were away, they were younger than I am, I think they were away 
a t  college and she made room for us. There were three of us lived up there in this third 
floor of this classic row townhouse. I could walk back and forth to work, i t  had a good 
bus system. 

But I ramble. Returning, no one who particularly impressed me while I was there. There 
was no one I either wanted to particularly dislike or wanted to emulate. 

Q: I believe I read that  in addition or after working for OPA also worked for the War 
Production Board. 

A: Very briefly. 

Q: I see. 

A: 1 got over there and there was a John Lord O'Brien who was the head of it. There was 
really an  interim. I went back to OPA then. I didn't like the War Production Board, I went 
back, i t  was very brief. 

Q: Why don't we move to the military . . . 

A: Alright. 

Q: . . . phase of your career then. 

A: Leon Henderson was an exciting man a s  the head of the OPA, and he left, don't know 
why. The chief counsel was a bright guy named Dave Ginzberg, incidently working there 
a t  that  time I worked for the OPA. Richard Nixon was there in the ten~porary building and 
he left. Sol Linowitz who later became the head of IBM and is very much someone. 

Q: Didn't Galbraith work there too, John Kenneth Galbraith? 

A: I remember seeing his name but I have no recollection of seeing him. He was working 
there that  is true, and I probably wouldn't have remembered if you hadn't mentioned 
it. Ren Heineman, who became a identified with - which was it? the Burlington . . . 

Q: I think so. 

A: . . . in Chicago. Greatly successful. These were men older than I. 

Q: Now were you actually acquainted with Linowitz or Nixon, or Ginzberg? 

A: (pause) Knew them to say hello to. And I was down the ladder from fellows like 
Linowitz and IIeineman, and Nixon was something of a contemporary. He was working in 
another wing of the same building. Pretty much knew your own bunch, that's it. And they 
did have some pretty talented men there. One of them was kind of a deskmate of mine, Phil 



Loomis, later became general counsel for the Securities and Exchange Commission. Really 
bright man. And there were some interesting lawyers. They were mostly men that  had, 
a s  far  as  I could tell then, good scholastic backgrounds and good credentials. 

You started to ask about going into the military. Well some place along the line, Senator 
Prentiss Brown became the head of the OPA and began to slant our stuff on a more political 
basis rather than - and 1 really began to kind of gag a t  i t  and there was some fellows 
leaving for the war and I felt out of it. I'd been deferred by my own draft board herc 
because of this thing, and I think I felt a little - oh, had some guilt feelings about it. And 
so I decided I wanted to go into the navy. And I wanted to get out ~f the OPA. I didn't 
like what was going on, I can't recall specific reasons why, and maybe it was just time to 
move on and participate in something bigger. So they had a - well they called it an omcc 
of procurement station and instead of procuring women for officers they procured officers 
for the navy. Was a t  1330 G Street and I went up there and they decided ultimately to 
give me a direct commission a s  an ensign. 

They would require a release from my work, and I went back to get their release and Tom 
Emerson was then the general counsel for the OPA. He had been professor a t  Yale, little 
guy, and he wasn't going to release me. I was essential. Well that  seemed kind of absurd 
to me. So I had my commission whenever I wanted to get i t  so I just went back to my 
desk and quit working. And everybody knew why I was doing it, I wanted to get out of 
there. (laughter) 

I was called in. My people were around me in my own outfit, that  was Bob Wales and Jack 
Llawson were the head of that. I think their only problem was that  if I didn't work we 
didn't get things done but they understood my motives. So I was called back into Tom 
Emerson's office and said he'd have to take charges against me under the Civil Service 
Commission. I said I didn't think that  was material, if I wanted to go into the navy, why, 
I thought I had a right to do that.  And I ultimately prevailed. Tom Emerson later i t  
turned out was a member of the Ware Cell in Washington, D.C., which included Alger Hiss, 
Harry Dexter White and others, leftist group. 

Q: You called them the what Cell? 

A: Ware, W-A-R-E, now I don't know why i t  was called that. 

Q: I never heard of that. 

A: Well I think you'll find I've not misnamed that. 

Q: I'm sure you haven't. 

A: Then I sat  around and sat  around waiting to be called to duty. I went back to work 
then just, "Well okay, I'm going to leave when they call me." And I waited and waited 
and nothing happened. So I had a friend tha t  was over in the Bureau of Personnel in the 
navy and I went over there, said, "Say, I have this commission and my effective work a s  
a government lawyer is pretty well concluded, and I'd like to get going some place." "Oh," 
he said, "that's fine. Where do you want to go?" And I said, "Well, what are my 
options?" And this was what they call indoctrination training you know and there werc 
several and one of them - I don't recall where all of them - one was in Arizona - and 
a t  any rate one of the options which I could take up a t  an earlier date. And I'm sure there 
were problems of scheduling you know people into these indoctrination schools, were taking 
a lot of men then. And about the earliest I could get in one was one a t  Princeton, New 
Jers?y, so I opted for that. I t  was not too far  from Washington, D. C., and I'd never been 
to Princeton. Although I'd been to Yale I thought, "Well, that's fine, that's where I'll go." I 
went there in September of - as I recall now, somewhere thereabouts - of shall I say 
1942. Would i t  have been 1943? might have been. 



Q: My records shows - says 1943 was when . 

A: I think that  would be right then. 

Q: And how long were you a t  Princeton? 

A: Two months. 

Q: For intensive indoctrination? 

A: Well really tcaching you to become a naval officer. You went there in a uniform. I'd 
been given a uniform allowance and I spent i t  a t  one of Washington's fine stores, Lewis and 
Thomas, and I had to figure out how to get in my uniform. And soon as I got in there 
they got me out of my uniform and put me in a bunch of fatigues and we spent a couple 
of months walking around in file, never done that  before, and going to classes. And then 
I was in a old building there, Brown Hall. Are you familiar with . . . 

Q: Yes I went to Princeton. 

A: Oh did you. 

Q: Yes. 

A: Brown Hall still survived? 

Q: Yes. 

A:  Well, maybe common arrangement in Brown Hall was that  there be a study room and 
bedrooms on either side of it. And we had the two-bed rooms full and I think we had about 
six men in one of those, maybe a couple of bunks in the study room, i t  was pretty 
crowded. And we ate over in the - there's some mess facility there. 

Q: Commons? Was that  what i t  was called? 

A: Oh yes, I guess so. Rather handsome gothic type structure. Pretty tightly-controlled 
situation forces indoctrination. Exercise, learning to fire our guns and all of the . . . oh 
a lot of dumb things. But essentials, deemed so. Learn the Morse code, be able to do signal 
flags, read them and flashing lights and, oh, courses on naval leadership, gunnery, navigation 
which I enjoyed. All kinds of things because this was sort of a generalities thing about 
the navy. 

And then after completing an indoctrination course there were - within some limits, I think 
you had some choices - but what you wanted to specialize in. But you went where they 
sent you. We went from there to various more-specialized kind of things like - oh, death 
sentence was to be a gunnery officer on some freighter going over or you could get into a 
- we were all line officers, and tha t  is suppose to be fighting ships and PT's and, oh, patrol 
boats and submarine chasers and destroyer escorts and . . . where you went from there i t  
just was kind of openers for you. 

And that's what we learned. And from there I went to school a t  an interesting place called 
Fort Schuyler, which was outside the Bronx in New York on Long Island Sound. I t  had 
been a fort in the revolutionary days protecting New York City and there was a place called 
Throg's Neck and I was there for a while. And when a t  Princeton and also a t  Throg's Neck 
we got into New York a lot. Could wear our good uniforms on the weekends but not while 
we were working, we had khaki's. And Ernie King, Admiral Ernest King, had this idea 
of a stupid grey uniform for the new navy with black stars and black stripes. You know 
the navy blues were a pretty nice looking uniform. 



Got into New York and New York made everyone welcome. Going into an Officers Service 
Club in the Commodore Hotel, guest tickets for Broadway shows and put up a t  any of the 
fine New York clubs, the Athletic Club or anything, if you wanted to, on the weekend. Go 
to opera if you wanted to, or just drink and hell around. 

And I was there for a while. Then I went down to Miami to the sub-chassr training 
school. Lived in the Columbus Hotel there for a while. Attended that  school. 

And then I went to a school which was to be my final station before joining a ship, and 
that  was a t  Fort Lauderdale in a huge hotel. And we were becoming more and more special- 
ized. And I was a t  that  place in - that  would have been somewhere around June of 1944 
I suspect, July - well it'd be June of 1944 when the invasion of Europe took place. And 
I had not gotten off these or onto a ship yet. 

Q: What specialty were you training for? 

A: Communications and radar officer. 

Q: I see. 

A: That was the bulk of the training a t  Fort  Lauderdale a t  that  time. I was then assigned 
to a destroyer escort, the U.S.S. DURIK. And I went to her, I can't really recall when I 
joined her, I think perhaps in - I can't recall now whether i t  was the Brooklyn Navy Yard 
or Boston. She'd made one trip across before I joined her. And we were on convoy duty 
in the Atlantic. I went on a s  a relatively junior officer and stayed there for the bulk of 
my naval career. I rose through various things to become a - well I was assistant commu- 
nicator and radar plot officer. And then I became communications officer. Had a stint as  
gunnery officer . . . you do all sorts of stuff on a small ship and as people leave and you 
get a little more seniority. Was a constant . . . people moving off to other ships and filling 
up the holes and somebody coming in a t  the bottom of the officer group. 

And I stayed with tha t  ship and was indeed with her . . . 1 remember being on her, we 
- I don't really recall anymore how many times I crossed the Atlantic, I think i t  was about 
eight round trips taking convoys over. We didn't go in that  northern run that  went up 
through Newfoundland and then in Ireland and - forget what the port was in Ireland and, 
oh, on through the Baltic and - Murmansk Run so to speak. Wc were taking convoys of 
oilers and merchant ships across to the Mediterranean area and we would take them to what 
they called the CHOP line - Change of Operational Procedures - someplace and then other 
escorts would pick them up and take them through the Suez Canal, on to India and those 
places. 

T got ashore in North Africa a number of times, Sicily, Italy. And once I was in the Azores. 
Two of us with a seagoing tug picked up a destroyer tha t  had the rear end blown off of 
i t  and brought i t  back to the States. 

I was on the ship when Roosevelt died and, oh, they assembled us all out on the fantail. 
Whatever navy protocol demanded. I thought i t  was kind of dumb to have us stand out 
on the fantail there when we were all sitting ducks for a sonic torpedo. 

Then I was in Oran when the war came to an end in Europe. And then we came back to 
the United States, and were being fitted out to go - in the Brooklyn Navy Yard again - 
to go to  the Pacific and I came home on leave. We had orders to go to the Pacific and join 
- I don't recall the details of i t  and maybe I never knew. 

And I was here in Peoria when the fact of the dropping of the atomic bomb was announced, 
a s  a matter of fact I remember some of the people I was with, and then the end of the 
war seemed to be somewhat imminent. And when I got on the train and went back to New 



York, by the time I got to New York the Japanese surrender was all - not yet accomplished 
but was a certainty. 

So, we joined the ship, we didn't get fitted out for the Pacific and, oh, wc went down to 
Savannah, Georgia, or Mayport, Florida, or someplace and finally I was detached from the 
ship and sent to the west coast. The navy then discovered they needed my talents as  a 
lawyer and I was sent to the separation center at San Pedro, which is near Long Reach, 
,and is basically the port for the city of Los Angeles. And I served there until I was relcased 
from service. 

Q: Did you see any action in those Atlantic crossings? 

A: No. The convoys that  we escorted were under attack. I saw ships go up in flame in 
the night. We lost, ships. We had submarine scares. We had submarine activity. We 
dropped depth charges. 1 never saw a shot fired a t  me in anger. In the Mediterranean we 
came under attack by a very small contingent of airplanes that  were strafing us. We took 
some holes and took no injuries. 

Q: Happy tale. 

A: Yup. People got awful scared though, I'll tell you that.  

Q: I believe it. 

A: And 1 was very fortunate. I neither got seasick or scared. I really - I stood long 
watches because other guys couldn't sometimes. I was the top watch-stander. You know 
what that  means? 

Q: No. 

A: I t  means - well, periods of duty are called watches in the navy. And a Lop watch- 
stander is an officer who on his watch is a t  the con and controlling the movements of his 
ship. 

Q: Basically in command in so far  a s  that  watch is concerned. 

A: That is right. And subordinate to no one. But of course you had to report anything 
to the captain who was someplace aboard. Was a part of the duty of a top watch-stander 
to carry out the orders for his watch, the program. And to report on things where there 
was any question of doubt to some one higher authority or captain or executive officer, usu- 
ally the captain. I t  was a good experience. I liked the navy. We had some very tumultu- 
ous passages, Atlantic could be fierce a t  times. 

Q: As you look hack on that  experience, what significance does i t  have in you life do you 
think? 

A: Well two things. I shouldn't say two things, we'll see how many. I had limited access 
to intelligence reports as  a communication officer. I was certain that  from what  I'd wen 
of the politicians tha t  t,hey'd fouled up the whole detail, and I rather made up my mind 
that  if I ~ n t  nut of the navy and qot a chance to say anything ahout puhlir mattrm i would 
do it. Anc19wr tEing was that  it vcry much broadened my experience with the human raw. 
hecause tha t  was the broadest spectrum of people that  I'd ever lived amidst. I mran t h ~ y  
wwe from all OVPY the country, from every ethnic background. 

Tbe military service helped me a great deal to hold my own with anybody that T ran into, 
and i t  taught me some values cf discipline. I find that  in later life some of t h ~  things I 
: :irv i'7r ::I. *l*r{' i>f V ~ I ~ . S P  4ternd simplistic a t  the tirnl~, naval leadership ~ I - P Y Z  ~ * . i ~ ~ t ' E j ~  -~Fid 



lessons for conduct of affairs in life. One of them, in particular, was a little simple thing 
they said, "Loyalty down, loyalty up," in other words you are true to your men, take care 
of them, represent their interest, they will be true to you. Another littic. ditty t h a ~  went 
through my mind that  I've never forgotten, i t  was an ironic lit,tlr jingle. I t  was of particular 
value to an o fhe r  of the deck, standing a t  top watch when things can happm in a hurry 
and maybe you damage a ship, cause harm to your own ship or crew members or somebody 
else. "When in trouble, when in doubt; run in circles, rave and shout." And of course that 
meant to me that  when things got tough you better . . . 

SESSION 2, TAPE 3, SIDE 1 

Q: You mentioned, Mr. Burhans, some important lessons about human nature and behavior 
under stress that  you learned from that  naval experience. I'd like to go back to the first 
point you made, which was as  I understood it you discovered what a rotten job some of the 
politicians were doing. You mean in the war effort? 

A: Yes. I had seen much in Washington tha t  inspired me with their efforts. I don't recall 
anything specifically bad. I was inherently a Republican, and I suppose I looked with critical 
eyes upon some of the Democratic efforts to run the war. One of the things that  offended 
me was - and a little t r o ~ b l c  over it - heros that  werr building the ships and so 
forth. Wrll t h y  were grltting paid great sum? of mae: j  t c  ~..ork on ships and wr? were I 
think a s  a naval ensign - I don't know, you really car?  judge what you got paid, because 
your salary is one thing but you had your allowances for ~lnifurm and quarters and 3 don't 
know what all it was, i t  was really much more than i t  soundcd you know. But then these 
blrds would come on board and steal. Go to sleep in the bunks instead of to work when 
on your shift. And they were all protected by  he unions and the alliance with thc 
polilicians. 

1 can't recall specifira":; thht !!lore wew !E,ings that 1 tlivugki?~-~re being dofir wreng except 
I guess having see,: a iiLLle i d  :+ i17 W~shin,rton, I thwrr'ht E . ~ 1 1 1  do 35 wrl; A ?  any  d l h ~ m  
and I kind of had gLced : ; c ~ ~ ~  - 1 v+ns .,lder they.. I'd b t w  twenty-two when I got c~rt 
of law school and -- !ti!'. set-, I t u n e d  in-enty-ttrw - I gut wt in 1946 ;~borat thirty yearb 
old. I nda  oickr h n  m x c  J! the ~ R c e l a  were of the same ~ d n k .  .4nd 1 bad a 1 4  lrlore 

ccrf idenc~ in rnysclf ihan I'd had earlier. I indicated to you that  I was quite young whec 
I got out of law schoiil. I rrd!y had a !ot more confidence in myselr', my sbility tct dt~i1 
with people. 

Q: You are really saying in a sense you had come of age. 

A: I matured a lot under the navy environment. Another thing 1 thought I learned about 
it was you carry out orders and you live by the book. It's the best way and anytime you 
deviate from them, you're setting immature judgern~nt against someone elspc! Thore W ~ Q  

a p l i cv  of nonfraternization between officws and enlisted mer.  And living in close q u a r t ~ m  
I thought that  was for the best. I became to believe tha t  you have to maintain a position 
of superiority t o  give orders and fraternization 1 think d ~ s t r o g s  that  J don't mtnn supP- 
riority of one man over another, it's just simply rank. I beliew in it. 

Q: One newspaper account of your career mentioned your disenchantment with the civilian 
prosecution of the war, we've talked about that. Jt also mentioned another. motive of yours 
to enter politics, that you developed while you were in the service, being what you were learn- 
ing, perhaps from the family, about corrupt politics back in Peoria during the war. Do you 
recall any feelings or  experiences of that  nature? 

A: (pause) I cannot say that  I was motivated to enter political life to clean i t  up or to 
give i t  a touch of class. And yet I don't think I ever - well I have a generally good opinion 
of myself, I don't think I was ever tha t  arrogant. 



As to my military experience, I thoroughly enjoyed the sea. I met ci broad spectrum of 
men. And I never looked back, once I left it. There's only one man thnt I've really kept 
in touch with - I'm in touch with him now - who was a part of my naval life. The rest 
have all vanished. Occasionally I get a call from someone who comes through town, I had 
one a couple of years ago. 

Our ship was not a particularly happy ship. The captain was later court-martialed for 
theft. And he knew nothing about the morale of a ship. I basically recognized his rank 
but I did not recognize his superiority a s  an individual, and there were many of us who 
had reason to do so. 

I t  was a great experience and once i t  was through i t  was behind me. 

SESSION 3, TAPE 4, SIDE 1 

Q: I'd like to bring the story back to Peoria now, Mr. Burhans, a t  the close of the war, and 
perhaps we should take up the resumption of your law career first then get into politics. 
I presume you returned here to practice law. 

A: Well i t  went the other way really. (laughter) After 1 was separated from my ship on 
the east coast, and the war was over, I was assigned to the U. S. Naval Separation Center 
a t  San Pedro, California. I was there, along with other people who had legal training, to 
give legal advice to men being separated from the navy a s  enlisted men. Had an office for 
that  purpose. 

Q: What kind of legal problems were these? 

A: Oh, some men had family problems a s  a result of being gone. Some of them wantcd 
to revoke powers of attorney, know what rights they had under some of the enactments far 
the benefits of veterans. One of the things that  we did in tha t  office was to advise Mexicans 
who had been in the United States and drafted that  they could become U. S. citizens as  
result of their service. I don't know - drafted or somehow they got into the navy. And 
then we would make arrangements for the naturalization of these individuals, and take them 
to Los Angeles where there was a immigration office and see that  they were made citizens. 

Q: These were all civil law matters? 

A: Yes almost entirely, yes. We were fairly busy. They were rather simple problems that  
we dealt with, but they were important to the people we talked to. 

I sort of commuted between San Pedro and La Mesa, California, when I had forty-eight or 
seventy-two hours leave. My wife's parents had a home there. Sometime early in 1946 my 
father called me, and in some excitement, and he said, "Bobby, I'd like to persuade you to 
run for the Illinois General Assembly," and he says, "If you'll do it, I'll get your petitions 
out and get them filed." I'd discussed with him when I'd been home on leave that, well, 
if I ever got a chance to have my say about some public affairs I would do it. And he'd 
been a county - I think I may have told you that  he had himself been a county superintend- 
ent of schools before he went to the medical school, and so he had a little fascination with 
political life. I t  would be honest to say that  he thought running for the legislature might 
be helpful to me in reestablishing myself in Peoria. Was quite a common thing, and may 
still be for all I know, but perhaps less so, for young lawyers to run for political office. They 
could make their presence known e.lhically by advertising and so forth. In any event he 
did file my petitions and sent an affidavit of candidacy to me to sign. And I was still in 
the navy. 



Then I returned home. The election was sometime in April. I got back shortly before that,  
perhaps i t  was only two or three weeks to go. And I started campaigning in my uniform 
before I'd gotten my civilian clothes together. They'd been put away for a while. And then 
as I switched into civilian clothes I attended meetings and began to be a candidate. 

There were two incumbent representatives from this district, which a s  I recall was then the 
18th Representative District, I'm not sure about that. There were two servicemen that  
ran. And the incumbents were a man named Leo Crowley - of whom I can say nothing 
good, nor could indeed anyone else - and, in there a long time, Gus Grebe. And then I ran 
and there was a air force veteran named Jack Ekstrum who ran. 

Q: This would be the Republican primary. 

A: All in Republican primary. And the net result of i t  was that  the incumbents were 
reelected and Ekstrum and I pretty much split up the vote. There were a lot of veterans 
tha t  were running a t  tha t  time for all kinds of office. But I came so very near to winning 
tha t  first i t  was announced tha t  I had won and when they made the canvas of the votes 
i t  developed I had lost by, oh, perhaps a one hundred, one hundred fifty votes or so. I was 
urged to contest the election but I really didn't want to. I thought that  would be a hard 
loser, mistake may have been an honest one, and I didn't bother to do so. 

Q: The newspaper accounts of you in that first kind of an abbreviated effort a t  election said 
that you ran extremely well in an aggressive campaign. Now obviously you didn't campaign 
very long, just several weeks. 

A: Well I did campaign aggressively. I found people anxious to help me In a - oh, in a 
very minor kind of way by today's scales, and even by those. And there was a reform move- 
ment on in Peoria a t  that  time. Carl Triebel had been elected mayor, and he was supported 
in this effort by a number of very wholesome business men. I think the forces that  did 
not like reform had some epithet for them, something like the "Secret Sixteen" or something 
like that. But they were men who did give me support. I had some money of my own, 
my father had some money, my cousin, Dr. Ernest Burhans, had some money, and I didn't 
really need any help from anyone. I think I financed my own campaign. 

I t  was a very difficult thing to do. The avenues of campaigning then were pretty much con- 
fined to things like, oh, you had some cards printed - seems primitive today - then you 
might have some posters of some size that  you could tack on telephone poles and put in 
store windows, and some newspaper advertising. I always believed very much in newspaper 
advertising. I thought it was the most effective devise. Radio, some. But this all was not 
awfully costly. I can't remember what i t  cost, perhaps something less than $2,000. 

But a lot of the campaigning was going to meetings of political clubs, and these were little 
small things. At that  time there were probably some proportion of the people that  attended 
these clubs tha t  were truly ardent partisans. The slate of candidates would all attend of 
course. And they would call upon you to speak and you'd have a very short time to make 
a pitch. And then you would hope tha t  you would say something which would appear in 
the newspapers so you'd get into the newspaper column. And of course we had then both 
the Peoria Star and the Peoria Journal, and that  was pretty much it. 

I had a call from Harry Neumiller, who had his own business here then. His brother, Louis 
Neumiller, who was then, then or  later, the president or chairman of the board of Caterpillar 
Tractor Company. And Harry was active in reform politics. Called me over to talk to me, 
he had an  office in his own company, and he wanted to know what I was about and what 
I was like and then he offered me some money to help me and no claims. I was rather 
apprehensive about i t  and I said, "Well, 1 think I can finance my own campaign. And I do 
appreciate what you're saying, but I feel a little uncomfortable about this. And I think I 



will go it on my own. Thank you, no. Thank you, but no thanks." And that  was the way 
i t  was. 

Gambling was, had been during the war, rather prominent in Peoria. Money could he 
obtained from, oh, places that  had gambling, was almost pushed a t  you. I was not a child 
then, I was twenty-nine then, and I had some fair experiences a s  an adult prior to that  and 
I knew I didn't want to get involved with that. So I didn't. 

Q: Mr. Neumiller you suspected of being associated with . . . 

A: Not a t  all. No I'm talking about - no. Would you be interested in the "Secret Sixteen," 
the kind of people they were? 

Q: Yes. Yes I think that  would be interesting. 

A: Wonderful people. Edgar Rill was then the head of the largest radio station in town. 0. 
P. Westervelt, a leading lawyer of great probity. George Lulhy, president of the Commercial 
Bank. Louis Neumiller. I never really knew who they all were. But thcy really wcre men 
that  were trying to clean up politics in Peoria. And if I thought a little more about i t  I 
might have hetter recall. They - that  fact that  they wcre Secret Sixteen and perhaps that  
is the reason I didn't know. 

Harry Neumiller told me that  if he contributed to a campaign he didn't want anybody to 
he responsible to anybody else tha t  might have sent money to him. And he also said that  
if anybody tells you that  they contributed to your campaign, they want something for 
themselves. "You tell them to go to hell and you tell me who i t  was." 

I don't know who all of the persons were they niay have supported, but I do know they were 
very active in establishing good people, a t  least in my view, on the school board, in the city 
council which had some deserved reputation for banality, and as mayor. St,ate's attorney 
was an important office. 

I don't know all and I didn't even care to. Well I took nothing from them the first time 
I ran. 

Q: Were you approached by any of the less savory . . . 

A: Oh yes, sure. As a matter of fact I'd been gone a while and T really did not know any 
of these people except by reputation. I1 was easy enough t,o detect those approaches. I don't 
mean by this to sound particularly virtuous or pure, it's that  I had my own ideas and I 
could afford to have them. 

Q: Might be good a t  this point for you to characterize the ltepuhlican party in Peoria County, 
say of the city of Peoria at that  time. You've talked about the Secret Sixteen who were 
not very political people but they were prominent public-spirited citizens, hut . . . 

A: I feel they were. Peoria Star, which I later represented as a lawyer, had a columnist 
and editor named Gorner Bath, who wrote well and a fine mind, and the publisher was then 
Claude Stonc, Claude U. Stone, who had been a Democratic congressman, Master in Chancery 
and, oh, was deeply interested in politics. Most unusual man. And i t  was the, shall I say, 
the somewhat routine practice of the Star and Bath and Stonc to cast aspersions upon the 
Secret Sixteen as trying to become some sort of invisible government. I1 was kind of inter- 
esting. 

Now, the Republican party in Peoria a t  that  time was then the dominant party. And I do 
not - oh yes I think I can recall, a t  that  time the county chairman was a lawyer named 
Victor P. Michel. And he was a self-made man, largely criminal law. Quite outgoing and 



with a kind of reputation that  successful criminal lawyers have, namely that  they had money 
and were successful because they were able to consort or associate with thieves profitably 
and . . . a t  any rate Vic was the county chairman, he was Republican. 

As I recall the first time I ran - that's ihe first time I ran unsuccessfully as  they say - 
was the time Harry Truman had his surprlre victory over Tom Dewey. First the Democrats 
had dominated national politics through t:ie Roosevelt four terms, one of which was com- 
pleted by Truman. Truman ran on his own and I remember one of the slogans was, in Peoria 
County, "Had enough? Vote Republican." 

Q: What kind of a man was Michel a s  chairmar! of the Republican organization? 

:. (pause) I think probably brighter and wanting less out of being county chairman than 
.?\any that  came later. He had some wealth, and he didn't seek anything politically. Some 
people who became county chairman during the time I was running for the legislature were 
rewarded with patronage jobs, and in order to cement their power would pass out patronage 
jobs to people who had helped them do the day-to-day work of the party. Party politics 
tend, strangely enough in my observation then and so long a s  I was a t  all associated with 
party politics, to attract people who - some of them surely altruistically but many of them 
because i t  was some avenue of upward ascent or recognition which was open, top people with- 
out education and other things. I think tha t  has been observed by some others. I've read 
that  politics offered a way to ascend in society for those who did not have special education 
'or jobs. I think that's true. I think that's particularly true in large cities, New York, 
Chicago, but in some diminished measure here in our river city. 

I had what was a rather small budget. I believe that  Harry Neumiller suggested to me that  
Fred randis  at the Logan Printing Company, prominent concern here, if I were going to 
have a, 3h, a 1it:le brochure or something like tha t  printed, he would design it. Fred was 
interested in this reform movement. 

Another thing I did and I did this as  long a s  I ran, i t  was kind of fun. I t  was hard to 
do at, first and never was entirely easy . . . a t  that  time and indeed i t  was a bettcr time 
thaz  now. As far  a s  representation was concerned, Peoria County was a single senatorial 
district, was geographically identifiable. From that  identifiable unit there was elected one 
senator and three representatives. I say i t  was better because people in Peoria County knew 
who their representatives and who their senator was and the senators and representatives 
from Peoria County also knew who their constituents were. Now after - I don't know was 
i t  Brown - the Supreme Court case that  was one man and one vote . . . 

Q: I t  was Baker vs Carr I believe. 

A: Okay, Baker vs &. Brown was the . . . 

Q: Segregation. 

A: Segregation decision. They started the difficult task of apportionment and Peoria County 
was fragmented. I suppose all other counties were fragmented except those of low 
population. And people remote from Peoria County, having no real interest in this county, 
now - and this would be true for other areas - now are elected f om representative dis- 
tricts that  string across three or  four counties. We had an iden~ifiable economic interest 
here to represent in those days. 

Well, I would make a little tour of the county, and T had some cards to hand out and I'd 
get into my automobile, and go up to Chillicothe. Walk along the streets, walk in stores 
and introduce myself to proprietors. Went into saluons. And asked if I could put my card 
in the window. I had some cards perhaps 14 by 11 '/z or so. And there were some little 



newspapers in the county, out a t  Elmwood and Chillicothe, and one a t  Glasford and I stopped 
in to talk to them and - oh, to place some ads in those papers. 

That was difficult to do, because you might receive a rebuff. You might hit someone that's 
Democrat, turned away rather summarily, a little deflating but . . . I soon came to realize 
this was a part of the game. I'd go over Elmwood and come back maybe via IIanna, oh, 
can't recall the routes. I'd make one swing up towards the northern part and come back 
then, sometimes I'd go down the river towards Glasford, Mapleton and get up that  way, 
Princeville. And that  was one thing I did. 

I don't know how I learned to do this, maybe i t  was just somewhat instinctive, I sought 
out various members of the county board that  were elected - was a rather large county 
board, different from the rural counties - and sought to enlist them in my behalf. Made 
calls on them. Didn't have much of a law business then. I was just starting my law busi- 
ness and had time to do it. 

My wife and I'd go out and nail these things on strategically located telephone poles telling 
people who I was. 

I'm not sure as  I talk to you that  T did all of that  the first time a s  effectively a s  I later 
did but I did most of those things the first time to some degree and then a little bcttcr 
later on I think. 

Q: So you had a narrow defeat in 1946. 

A: Yes I was announced the winner. And I knew I'd win again if I ever ran. Ekstrum, 
Ekstrum and I, he was convinced that  he was the winner, and wanted me to leave because 
he said we'd split the vote and leave the veterans' cause high and dry, and the two incum- 
bents would get in. He ran a rather captivating portrait of himself with a set of air force 
- a littlc hat  and some earphones on. Which I thought was carrying i t  a little far. And 
1 by the same token assured him that  he was not going to go anyplace, that  I would get 
the most votes, and I would win if anyone did but a s  i t  turned out we were both defeated. 

I might say that  my mother's people, who had been here a long time and were extremely 
conservative - I had some maiden aunts tha t  spoke to me rather sharply about the fact 
that,  "Well, what was I doing becoming a politician, none of our family had ever done any- 
thing like that." And politicians didn't have a very good reputation then. 1 thought that  
i t  seemed to improve for a while but I think politicians' bad reputations were not then a s  
much deserved a s  they are now. (laughter) As I observe the continual offenses of 
homosexuals in government and Abscam and so forth and so on. Thc now-a-day self 
interest. The party politician's always been kind of an American joke you know. 

Q: Was i t  a concern to you of the relative unworthiness of a political career? 

A: No, I did not believe that  I thought it was not worthwhile. I thought that  as  I looked 
around me I thought I had a s  much to bring to it as anyhody else. That may sound - 
well, what I thought. And I thought I had something to give it. And I wanted to do it. I 
did not consider it unworthy. I had some rather - well I told you I think perhaps that  
i t  was a very maturing experience for me to deal with enlisted men and officers in the navy 
from a broad spectrum of origins and places in the IJnited States, was also an eye-opening 
proposition to enter what was a fairly rough and tumble sort of game trying to get elected 
to a public office. 

Q: Having been defeated in the spring of 1946, then what did you do? 

A: Well I started to practice law. I really couldn't find a job again and so I started to prac- 
tice by myself. And started in half of a littlc office in the First National Rank 



Building. Mr. Page had died while I was gone and I was doing my own typing. I had the 
assurance that  if I didn't make a t  least $100 a month that  the veterans benefits would make 
that  up for me, the difference between a $100 a month and what I'd made. And I think there 
were two months that  they helped me when I started. (chuckles) 

And then things began to go fairly well and I - better than I thought. I was self-sufficient 
in a relatively short time. At not a very high level of - well I lived fairly well, I had some 
money. I'd made money in Washington, D. C., I'd invested well, and I believe I received 
a small inheritance from an aunt  somewhere along there, which I didn't spend because I 
thought I might need it, i t  was not large even in those days. 

But just practiced law and generally we did what young people did. And continued along 
tha t  way until the next time came around which was in 1948. And then I ran 
successfully. I think I was pretty well marked a s  a winner. And I did win. Pretty re- 
soundingly. 

A: During the very beginning of that  campaign, in fact in January of 1948, local newspaper 
reported the rumor that  you were circulating petitions for a congressional seat. 

Q: That was never true. That was - well I say - you can't say i t  was never true, it's 
just not so. I think a t  that  time Dirksen had retired from Congress with a reputed eye 
ailment and there were a number of people who sought the office. There was a Reverend 
Parks from Bartonville, Harold Velde who had been a judge in Pekin, and so forth. I never 
wanted to be in a congressional office and I had a very good reason for it. I felt that  I 
would lose my identity a s  a lawyer, and I thought I had the capacity to be a successful 
one. And if I were to go away from here I would abandon an excellent legal education, 
the opportunity to be self-sufficient and self-supporting a s  a lawyer. I was approached so 
to do, and was not for me. I'm interested - I'm surprised you knew that. 

Q: Well there was little note in the paper 

SESSION 3, TAPE 4, SIDE 2 

Q: So you entered the primary in 1948 and the incumbents a s  you already said were Leo 
Crowley and August Grebe, the Republicans, and I believe James Carrigan, Democrat. Does 
that  sound right to you? 

A: Correct. Jim had been elected, I don't know whether he had been elected in 1946 or 1944, 
he had been the Democratic county chairman before that  and had been in the courthouse 
a s  the county auditor. You could be a county auditor then with almost no ability to 
audit. (laughter) All you had to do was get the votes. That's not - that's not depreci- 
ating Carrigan as an  individual a t  all, it's just a passing comment. 

Q: I'd be interested in your commenting on each of those individuals to the extent you wish 
to. What about Crowley for example, he had been in the house for some eighteen years 
according to my notes. 

A: Well there is nothing good I can say about the man. And, since his daughter and his 
wife are now dead, I have no compunction about saying that  he had a reputation for taking 
money. He had earned his tenure in the house some many years before by passing a bill 
which removed the privilege of the city of Peoria to impose a wheel tax upon it's citizens, 
and this was very much appreciated and he ran comfortably on this reputation of having 
done something for the citizens. 

Pay was very low a t  tha t  time, and indeed if you had no other source of income it's difficult 
to see how one could live in any respectable manner. As I recall the salary was $2,500 or 






















































































































































































