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Preface

This oral history of George Burditt’s service in the Illinois House of Representatives is a
product of the Tllinois Legislative Research Unit’s General Assembly Oral Iistory
Program. The oral history technique adds a distinctive new dimension to the unit's statu-
tory responsibility for performing research and eollecting information concerning the govern-
ment of the state.

George Burditt was born in Chicago September 21, 1922, When he was two years old, Mr.
Burditt’s family moved to L.a Grange, Illinois. The story of his early life is typical of child-
hood and youth experiences in suburban Chicago. Growing up during the Depression, he
was drawn toward the Republican party by a growing concern, fostered by his father, that
big government was not a good thing.

After graduation from Harvard, Mr. Burditt served in the air corps during World War
II. Upon returning from the war, he attended Harvard Law School, graduating in 1948, He
returned to Chicago to practice law, and in 1969 established his own law firm of Burditt
and Caulkins.

Mr. Burditt entered politics after settling with his family in the village of Western Springs,
Illinois in 1952. Immediately an active participani in community affairs, he soon extended
his horizons. He served as chairman of the Cook County Young Republicans, president of
the Lyons Township Republican Club and vice-chairman of the Illinois Citizens for
Eisenhower in 1952, The following year he became chairman of the Legislative Reapportion-
ment Committee of the Illinois Committee on Constitutional Revision. In 1964 he was
elected to the legislature in the state-wide at-large election. He continued to serve in the
legislature until 1973.

Mr. Burditt’s major legislative achievements were in the fields of public aid, health, welfare
and safety, environmental protection, education, revenue and transportation. His memoir,
while focusing on such legislation, also recounts other political and personal subjects.

Following his legislative career, Mr. Burditt ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. Senate in
1974. That same year he was elected Lyons Township committeeman. Mr. Burditt also has
been president of the Chicago Bar Association, chairman of the United States-South Africa
Leader Exchange Program, president of the Metropolitan Bar Leaders Caucus and president
of the Law Club of Chicago.

Readers of this oral history should bear in mind that it is a transeript of the spoken
word. Its informal, conversational style represents a deliberate attempt to encourage candor
and tap the narrator’s memory. However, persons interested in listening to the tapes should




. - i
understand that editorial considerations produced a text that differs somewhat from the
original recordings. Both the recordings and this transcript should be regarded as a pri-
mary historical source, as no effort was made to correct or challenge the narrator.

Neither the Illinois Legislative Research Unit nor Sangamon State University is responsible
for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed therein; these are for the
rceader to judge.

The tape recorded interviews were conducted by Horace Waggoner during the summer and
fall of 1983. Mr. Waggoner was born in 1924 in Waggoner, a small farm-service community
in central Illinois. At age 18, he enlisted for military service in World War II and, as a
U. 8. Air Foree commissioned officer, continued o serve until 1973. Upon leaving service,
he resumed his formal education, achieving a masters degree in history at Sangamon State
University in 1975. He was associated with the Sangamon State University Oral History
Office from 1976 until his death in 1987.

Julie Allen transcribed the tapes and, after the transcriptions were edited by Mr. Waggoner
and reviewed by Mr. Burditt, prepared the typescript. Florence Hardin compiled the
index. Timothy Jones prepared the preface and table of contents. The Chicago Tribune
provided valuable assistance in the pre-interview research.

This oral history may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be reproduced in whole

or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, without written permission from the Illi-
nois Legislative Research Unit, 222 South College, Springfield, Illinois, 62704.
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Volume 1

GEORGE BURDITT

SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE 1

Q: T'll need a couple of vital statistics. When were you born sir?
A: September 21, 1922
Q: And where were you born?
A: In Chicago.
Q: What part of Chicago.
A: St. Anthony’s Hospital, which is on the West Side. I'm guessing — it’s maybe something
like . . . twenty or thirty hundred west and right next to the Burlington Railroad
tracks. The Buarlington train goes right by it.
| Q: What suburb would that be?
A: It's in town, it’s in Chicago.
Q: Oh it’s in Chicago itself? I see.
A: In the city.
Q: So you are actually a native Chicagoan then?
A: T was born here but my folks moved to — we lived in Jackson Park at the time when
I was born. And we lived there for a couple of years and then moved — my folks moved
to La Grange when 1 was two.
Q: Isee. What was your father’s name?
A: George. I'm Junior.
Q: I see. And his middle name was what?

A: Miller.

Q: George Miller?
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A: Yes. Which was his mother’s maiden name.

Q: Let’s go back into the hearsay era and could you talk a little bit about your family
background? Where the old country was and when they came to the United States and that
sort, of thing.

A: Sure. Let me start with the Burditts, the Burditt side of the family. My wife and one
of my cousins on the other side of my family have recently traced the Burditt family back
five generations further than we knew about. My dad was born in Cooperstown, New York
and lived there all through his boyhood. Ile went to work in a lawyer’s office right out of
high school, and read the law, as they said in those days, and took the bar exam right out
of that law firm. And never went to either college or law school. I'm very proud of the
fact that two lawyers who do not know each other, one in Chicago and one in New York,
both told me my dad was the finest lawyer they’d ever known. So college and law school
don’t really make much difference.

Q: Isee. Yessir. (chuckles)

A: His father’s name was William Dean Burditt. He lived in Cooperstown his whole
life. William Dean Burditt, I think, didn’t have any outside occupation. He mainly looked
after the estates and holdings of his father, Luther Ingalls Burditt, who was quite an
entrepreneur. He was a farmer and builder and had a lot of real estate in and around
Cooperstown.

We were back there one time when our kids were rather little and my son and I went over
to the Baseball Hall of Fame, which is of course in Cooperstown. And Barbara took the
three girls over to the county library and looked up the Burditt history and she found an
article on Luther Burditt which said that he was elected to the New York state legislature
as a Democrat right after the Civil War. And of course there weren’t very many Demoecrats
in upstate New York. I don’t know how he got elected but he did. And the article said
he was best known during his service in the legislature for sponsorship of a bill to create
the — T believe it was the Buffalo and Albany Railroad. You know they were building rail-
roads and they needed state sponsorship and he was the chief sponsor of that bill to create
the railroad. Then there was a new paragraph in the article and it said, “Immediately after
serving one term in the New York state legislature Mr. Burditt resigned and became presi-
dent of the Buffalo and Albany Railroad.”

Q: Oh! So that was his legislative intent!
A: I guess it’s possible. (laughter)
Q Welll - ' ¥

A: His father was Wigglesworth Burditt who I think came from Boston. And I don’t know
where Luther Ingalls Burditt was born, whether he was born in Boston and he moved to
Cooperstown or whether Wigglesworth did. I rather think that Luther probably moved
there. That was as far back as we knew ahout the Burditt family until recently when my
wife and one of my cousins who was kind of a professional in tracing geneology traced it
back five more generations and we now have all those records. Those five generations were
all in Malden, Massachusetts. They came from England in the middle of the seventeenth
century. I don't know — 1650’s, something like that, the first Burditts came over to
Malden. They sometimes spelled their name Burden. You sometimes see it both ways,
Burden/Burditt, in some of those old records, which my wife has now looked up also at the
Newberry Library.

Q: Do you know what part of England they came from? Has that been . . .

T L P T S B T T P s SN A R P




A: No I don’t know. But that’s on the docket for us to check into one of these days. We
don’t know where they came from.

Q: So you think you might go to England and hunt around over there?

A: Well we did a touch of that when we were over there on the other side of the family
last year. And they said the place you've got to go is the Mormon records in Salt Lake
City, they’re the best. But we might — you know, there’s still parish records and things
like thal in England that we might be able to — if we can get a lead, we don’t have any
leads right now.

Q: Well the Mormons might be able to do that. They have quite a collection.

A: Yes they really do, yes.

Q: As a matter of fact, they may have records from England there. They collect from all
over the world as I understand.

A: Yes they do.

Q: So on that side of the family then you've traced back to the seventeenth century then?

A: Seventeenth century yes.

Q: Do you know anything about the family in Malden? Have you visited there to . . .
(taping stopped for telephone conversation, then resu__med)

Q: How about Revolutionary War service? Did you run across any . . .

A: Yes. My dad’s older sister applied for a membership in the DAR [Daughters of the

American Revolution] one time many years ago through her mother’s side of the family and

was turned down so she traced it through her father’s side of the family and was

admitted. They were about equal I expeet but, you know, the records were a little

different. It might have been vice versa, I don’t know. She got through on both sides of

the family really. We've got some records on that if it’s relevant for the project I would

be glad to . . .

Q: No, not particularly. I was just wondering if there was an older one, or something of
the family that . . .

A: Yes. There was a fellow by the name of Angus Wood. Let’s see Angus Wood . . . I
think was Wigglesworth Burditt’s father-in-law. And I think he was maybe in the Civil
War. And then there were several other people with different names who were . . .

Q: This would have been the Civil War?

A: Revolutionary War, Revolutionary War, yes. Revolutionary War in the Boston
area. They were all in the Boston area in the eighteenth century. Bul they’d been there
for a hundred years then because they came in the 1650’s and by the 1750’s they would have
been around for a while.

Q: Do you have an indication that they weren’t on the Tory side at least?

A: No they were — no, no, they were all on the Revolutionary side.

Q: How about the War of 18127 any notable participation in that from the family?






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































