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Preface 

This oral history of George Burditt's service in the Illinois House of Representatives is a 
product or t.hc Illinois Legislative Research IJnit's General Assembly Oral Ilistory 
Program. The oral history technique adds a distinctive new dimension to the unit's statu- 
tory rcsponsibility for performing research and collecting information concerning the govern- 
ment of the state. 

George Burditt was born in Chicago September 21, 1922. When he was two years old, Mr. 
Hurditt's family moved to La Grange, Illinois. The story of his early life is typical of child- 
hood and youth experiences in suburban Chicago. Growing up during the Ilepression, he 
was drawn toward the Republican party by a growing concern, fostered by his father, that  
big government was not a good thing. 

After graduation from Harvard, Mr. Burditt served in the air corps during World War 
11. Upon returning from the war, he attended IIarvard Law School, graduating in 1948. He 
returned to Chicago to practice law, and in 1969 established his own law firm of Uurditt 
and Caulkins. 

Mr. Burditt entered politics after settling with his family in the village of Western Springs, 
Illinois in 1952. Imm~dia t~r ly  an active participant in community affairs, he soon extended 
his horizons. IIe served as chairman of the Cook County Young Republicans, president of 
the Lyons Township Republican Club and vice-chairman of the Illinois Citizens for 
Eisenhower in 1952. The following year he became chairman of the Legislative Reapportion- 
ment Committee of the Illinois Committee on Constitutional Revision. In 1964 he was 
elected to the legislature in the state-wide at-large election. He continued to serve in the 
legislature until 1973. 

Mr. Burditt's major legislative achievements were in the fields of public aid, health, welfare 
and safety, environmental protection, cducation, revenue and transportation. His memoir, 
while focusing on such legislation, also recounts other political and personal subjects. 

Following his legislative career, Mr. Rurditt ran unsuccessfully for the US.  Srnate in 
1974. That same year he was elected Lyons Township committeeman. Mr. Burditt also has 
been president of the Chicago Bar Association, chairman of the United States-South Africa 
Lcader Exchange Program, president of the Metropolitan Bar Leaders Caucus and prcsidcnt 
of the Law Club of Chicago. 

Readers of this oral history should bear in mind that  i t  is a transcript of the spoken 
word. I ts  informal, conversational style represents a deliberate attempt to encourage candor 
and tap the narrator's memory. However, persons interested in listening to the tapes should 



I 

understand tha t  editorial considerations produced a text that differs somewhat from the 
original recordings. Koth the recordings and this transcript should be regarded as  a pri- 
mary historical source, as  no effort was nlade to correct or challengr the narrator.  

Neither the Illinois 1,egislative Research Unit nor Sangamon State University is responsible 
for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed therein; these a re  for the 
rcader to  judge. 

The tape recorded interviews were conducted by Horace Waggoner during the summer and 
fall of 1983. Mr. Waggoner was born in 1924 in Wag~one r ,  a small farm-service community 
in central Illinois. At  age 18, he cnlistrd for military servicc in World War I1 and, as a 
U. S. Air Force com~nissioned officer, continurd to  serve until 1973. Upon leaving service, 
he resumed his formal education, achieving a masters degree in history a t  Sangamon State 
TJniversity in 1975. He was associated with the Sangamon State TJniv~rsity Oral IIistory 
Ofice from 1976 until his death in 1987. 

Julie Allen transcribed the tapes and, after the  transcriptions were edited by Mr. Waggoner 
and reviewed by Mr. Burditt, prepared the typescript. Ir'lorenw Hardin compiled the 
index. Timothy Jones prepared the prrface and table of contents, The Chicago Tribune 
provided valuable assistance in the pre-interview research. 

This oral history may be read, quoted and cited freely. I t  may not be reproduced in whole 
or  in par t  by any means, elcctronic or mechanical, without written permission from the Illi- 
nois 1,egislative Research Unit, 222 South College, Springfield, Illinois, 62704. 

! 
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Volume I 

GEORGE BURDITT 
SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE 1 

Q: 1'11 need a couplc of vital statistics. When were you born sir? 

A: September 21,1922. 

Q: And where were you born? 

A: In Chicago. 

Q: What part  of Chic.ago. 

A: St. Anthony's IIospital, which is on the West Side. I'm guessing - it's maybe something 
like . . . twcnty or thirty hundred west and right next to thc Burling.l,on Kailroad 
tracks. The Rurlington train goes right by it. 

Q: What suburb would that  be'! 

A: It's in town, it's i n  Chicago. 

Q: Oh it's in Chirago itself? I see. 

A: In the city. 

Q: So you are actually a native Chicagoan then? 

A: I was born here but my folks moved to - we lived in Jackson Park at the time when 
I was born. And we lived there for a couple of years and then movcd - my folks movcd 
to La Grange when 1 was two. 

Q: I see. What was your father's name? 

A: George. I'm Junior. 

Q: I see. And his middle name was what? 

A: Miller. 

Q: George Miller? 

. -. . -. -. 
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A: Yes. Which was his mother's maiden name. 

Q: Let's go back into the hearsay era and could you talk a little bit about your family 
background? Where the old country was and when they came to the United States and that  
sort of thing. 

A: Sure. Let me s ta r t  with the Burditts, the Burditt side of the family. My wife and one 
of my cousins on the other side of my family have recently traced the Burditt family back 
five generations further than we knew about. My dad was born in Cooperstown, New York 
and lived there all through his boyhood. 1Ie went to work in a lawyer's office right out of 
high school, and read the law, a s  they said in those days, and took the bar exam right out 
of that  law firm. And never went to either college or  law school. I'm very proud of the 
fact that  two lawyers who do not know each other, one in Chicago and one in New York, 
both told me my dad was the finest lawyer they'd ever known. So college and law school 
don't really make much difference. 

Q: I see. Yes sir. (chuckles) 

A: His father's name was William Dean Burditt. He  lived in Cooperstown his whole 
life. William nean Burditt, I think, didn't have any outside occupation. He mainly looked 
after  the estates and holdings of his father, Luther Ingalls Burditt, who was quite an 
entrepreneur. He was a farmer and builder and had a lot of real estate in and around 
Cooperstown. 

We were back there one time when our kids were rather  little and my son and I went over 
to the Baseball Hall of Fame, which is of course in Cooperstown. And Rarbara took the 
three girls over to the county library and looked up the Burditt history and she found an 
article on Luther Burditt which said that  he was elected to the New York state legislature 
a s  a Democrat right after the Civil War. And of course there weren't very many Democrats 
in upstate New York. I don't know how he got elected but he did. And the article said 
he was best known during his service in the legislature for sponsorship of a bill to create 
the - T believe i t  was the Buffalo and Albany Railroad. You know they were building rail- 
roads and they needed state sponsorship and he was the chief sponsor of that  bill to create 
the railroad. Then there was a new paragraph in the article and i t  said, "Immcdiately after 
serving one term in the New York state legislature Mr. Burditt resigned and became presi- 
dent of the Buffalo and Albany Railroad.'' 

Q: Oh! So tha t  was his legislative intent! 

A: I guess it's possible. (laughter) 

Q: Well! # 

A: His father was Wigglesworth Burditt who I think came from Boston. And I don't know 
where Luther Ingalls Burditt was horn, whether he was born in Iloston and he moved to 
Cooperstown or whether Wigglesworth did. I rather think that  Luther probably moved 
there. That was as  far  back as we knew about the Burditt family until recently when my 
wife and one of my cousins who was kind of a professional in tracing g~nrology traced i t  
back five more generations and we now have all those records. Those fivc gencratjons were 
all in Malden, Massachusetts. They came from England in the middle of the seventeenth 
century. I don't know - 1650's' something like that,  the first Burditts came over to 
Malden. They sometimes spelled their name Burden. You sometimes see i t  both ways, 
Rurden/Burditt, in some of those old records, which my wife has now looked up also a t  the 
Newberry Library. 

Q: Do you know what part  of England they came from? Has  that  been . . . 



A: No I don't know. But that's on the docket for us to check into one of these days. We 
don't, know whcre they came from. 

Q: So you think you might go to England and hunt around over there? 

A: Well we did a touch of tha t  when we were over there on the other side of the family 
last year. And they said the place you've got to go is the Mormon records in Salt Lake 
City, they're the best. But we might - you know, there's still parish records and things 
like that in England that  we might be able to - if we can get a lead, we don't have any 
leads right now. 

Q: Well thc Mormons might be able to do that.  They have quite a collection. 

A: Yes they really do, yes. 

Q: As a matter of fact, they may have records from England there. They collect from all 
over the world a s  I understand. 

A: Yes they do. 

Q: So on tha t  side of the family then you've traced back to the seventeenth century then? 

A: Seventeenth century yes. 

Q: Do you know anything about the family in Malden? Have you visited there to . . . 

(taping stopped for telephone conversation, then resumed) 

Q: How about Revolutionary War service? Did you run across any . . . 

A: Yes. My dad's older sister applied for a membership in the DAR [Daughters of the 
American Revolution] one time many years ago through her mother's side of the family and 
was turned down so she traced i t  through her father's side of the family and was 
admitted. Thcy were about equal I expect but, you know, the records were a little 
diffcrcnt. I t  might have been vice versa, I don't know. She got through on both sides of 
thc family really. We've got some records on that  if it's relevant for the project I would 
be glad to . . . 

Q: No, not particularly. I was just wondering if there was an older one, or  something of 
thc family that  . . . 

A: Yes. There was a fellow by the name of Angus Wood. Let's see Angus Wood . . . I 
think was Wigglesworth Burditt's father-in-law. And I think he was maybe in the Civil 
War. And then there were several other people with different names who were . . . 

Q: This would have been the Civil War? 

A: Revolutionary War, Revolutionary War, yes. Revolutionary War in the Roston 
area. They were all in the Boston area in the eighteenth century. But they'd been there 
for a hundred years then bccause they came in the 1650's and by the 1750's they would have 
heen around for a while. 

Q: Do you have an indication tha t  they weren't on the Tory side a t  least? 

A: No they were - no, no, they were all on the Revolutionary side. 

Q: How about the War of 1812? any notable participation in that  from the family? 



A: No. I don't - I don't know ahout any other wars. I don't know about the War of 1812 
or the . . . the Civil War, or Mexican War. 

Q: Alright sir. How about the Malden area? Have you visited i t  to look a t  the old family 
homestrads and that  sort of thing? 

A: No we haven't. We just found out about this last year. And Malden is now part of 
Boston a s  I understand it. 

Q: I see. 

A: Quite changed! I t  wouldn't be anything like i t  was in the little rural community that  
was isolated. But i t  would be fun - we'll do i t  - we just haven't gotten around to it. 

Q: You don't know of any relatives tha t  are still living in tha t  area? 

A: No. The only Burditts we know of moved with my dad's family, moved to Cooperstown 
and that's all we'd really know. 

Q: And why did they move to Cooperstown? 

A: I don't know anything about the reasons. I just know names. And I don't know profes- 
sions particularly. You know I guess everybody was laboring in the seventeenth century 
when they came over here. The records I've seen - which have bcen sparse, you know 
they're birth and death records and marriage records, things like that. Rut they haven't 
really told us a whole lot about . . . 

Q: Did your father ever indicate why he came to Chicago? 

A: My mother's mother and father lived here. And my dad was practicing law in New York 
and they came out just before I was born. Her mother and father were here, her whole 
family was here. She had . . . two brothers who were here and four or five sisters, all of 
whom lived in the Chicago area. Well three or four of them lived in the Chicago area. 

Q: What was your mother's name? 

A: Her maiden name was Hardie. Her name was Flora Winifred Hardie. 

Q: And what about her family background? 

A: She was born in Hoboken, New Jersey, where her folks were just really passing 
through. Her father and mother were both Srottish. Her father was born in Edinburgh 
and her mother was horn in Glasgow. IIer father was a mechanical engineer of some 
note. Hc was either the mechanical engineer or the assistant mechanical engineer or some- 
thing like that  of the Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893. He was also an inventor 
of some note. He invented a compressed air streetcar. And i t  ran in Rome, New York, 
for a while and i t  ran in - I think i t  ran in Chicago for a while. 

He was a very interesting old Scot. He died when I was two so I didn't ever really know 
him. But he wrote an autobiography which I now have in my hand. It's typewritten a s  
you can see. A n d  it's falling apart,  hut it is over fifty 8 % x 14 single spaced, margin-to- 
margin pages of typing. And very interesting. It just traces his life - very - not - as  
distinguished from oral history, that's written history. It's very probably much more inter- 
esting than this one will be. 

Q: Well! (laughter) And let's see now - I hope I'm not lost here - tha t  was Angus Wood? 



A: No, no, Augus Wood was on the other side. Angus Wood was Wigglesworth Burditt's 
father-in-law. This is Robert Hardie, is his name. This is my mother's side we're talking 
about now. 

Q: I see. 

A: My grandfather on my mother's side was Robert Hardie and his wife's name was Mary 
Annc Watt IIardie. Robert Hardie's father was Peter Hardir, who worked for a railroad 
in Edinburgh. Peter's wife's name was Anna Hardie and Pcter and Anna moved right after 
my grandfather was born to a little place called Green Hill Junction, which is a juncthn 
on the railrmd just right near Falkirk, which is, as  I recall, maybe thirty or forty miles 
west of Edinhurgh. And they lived there for a while and then my grandfather, a t  a rela- 
tively young age, was apprenticed to a foundry I think. And worked in the engineering field, 
had a great mechanical bent. 

Q: Now this was the one that  came to Chirago and manapd the . . . 

A: Came to Chicago yes. He was a t  the World's Fair in Chicago. And that  was his chair 
a s  a matterh of fact (points to chair by window). 

Q: Oh by the window? 

A: It's a wooden chair which is, I think, the only very comfortable wooden chair I've ever 
sat  in and I have a picture of him sitting in that  chair which . . . 

Q: That's quite a design on it. Is  there anything significant in the - I guess it's a lion's 
head, is i t  not? 

A: Yes i t  - I think i t  is and to the best of my knowledge there's no significance. The pic- 
ture of him sitting in tha t  chair was taken probably in 1923 or 1924, so it's about sixty years 
old. 

Q: Oh this is when the chair is new that  he was in it? 

A: I guess. I t  doesn't look much older now. (chuckles) And it's a very heavy solid chair. 

Q: It's a beautiful chair. Well let's see. This is a little unusual. I think this is the first 
of the families of the various people I've talked with that  has come directly from 
Scotland. Most of them had come through the northern Ireland routc, the Scotch-Irish sort 
of thing. 

A: Oh is tha t  right. No they came directly here. But they came very late. You see, they 
came in the late nineteenth ccntury. They came over, I think - as  a matter of fact, I'm 
not sure . . . yes, my grandmother must have b ~ c n  here when my grandfather was working 
a t  the World's Fair. I don't know that  they lived in Chicago a t  tha t  time. Let's see, my 
mother was born in about 1884 or 1883 or 1885 or somewhere along in there. And a t  that  
time they lived in Hohoken just for a very short period of time. Then they moved to Rome, 
New York. And I think most of my mother's early years were spent in Rome. 

Q: Is  Rome near Cooperstown? 

A: Very near Cooperstown. As a matter of fact, my dad's older sister, the one who tried 
to trace her history back, lived in Rome. They (lid riot know each other in Rome. There's 
no ronnection hetween them. They didn't meet in Rome. My mother was a professional 
musirian. And I'm sure you'll excuse my prejudict hut she had an absolutely beautiful 
voice. She got a s  fa r  a s  her own private concert in Carnegie IIall, which is, you know, a 



pretty good step. She was probably headed for an operatic career, but I shortstopped that 
- or my dad did. 

Q: Oh? (chuckles) Did she do much singing after that  then? 

A: Yes. She sang in churches a s  long a s  I can remember. She directed the Episcopal choir 
in Hinsdale, Illinois. And gave concerts and sang a t  weddings and funerals and was respon- 
sible for my love of music I'm sure. Although I don't have any abilit,y. 

Q: Where did she get her training for . . . 

A: She went to  a school in New York called the Masters' School of Music, And studied 
under some pretty well-known teachers and was very deeply involvcd in the musical world 
in New York. 

Q: And where did your father go to school? Did he go on to college? 

A: No he went right out of high school into the law firm. 

Q: So all his training was just from the reading as you did in those days. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Where did your mother and father meet? 

A: They met in New York. My father was married a t  the time. I gather somkwhat unhap- 
pily married. In any event my mother was successful in persuading him to marry her, or 
vice versa. I've heard her say many times tha t  i t  was love a t  first sight. Her favorite song 
was that  one from South Pacific, "Some Enchanted Evening," the line, ". . . across a crowded 
room." She said, "That's exactly what happened to your father and me." 

Q: I'll he darned. Did she say anything about where they had met? 

A: I t  was in New York and I don't know where. Mothcr was singing in and around New 
York, she was a classical singer only. And my dad was practicing law in New York. They 
were married in 1918. They moved out here I think right shortly after that. And they had 
one child who was born, I think, in 1920 or 1921 maybe and died a t  birth. And then I was 
born in 192". 

Q: There were no children by the first marriage then? 

A: No. 

Q: Let's see now, did your father give any indication - and I think this is a repeat question 
- as  to why he came to Chicago then? 

A: No I think i t  was his new marriage and job change and everything else. 
' 

Q: What did he do when he came here? Did he join a law firm in this area? 

A: Yes he went to work with - I think his first job was with George I. Haight, who was 
a very well-known lawyer in Chicago. He did that  for a few years. And then the first recol- 
lection I have, my dad was in partnership with a Inan hy the namP of Harry Newby. Newby 
and Rurditt was the name of the firm. Harry Newby was a county romrnissioner in Cook 
County and did miscellaneous - they'd just do - a small general law practicc firm. 

Q: And you say this was in the Jackson Park area? 



A: We lived there, but my dad's office was downtown. My dad's office was 208 S. La Salle 
a s  long a s  1 can remember. 

Q: Oh is that  right? 

A: And we were just there till I was two. And then we moved to La Grange. And my 
dad commuted from La Grange from then on. 

Q: So you have no real recollection of your birthplace then I guess. 

A: Not a t  all. The first place I remember living is the house in La Grange where we lived 
until I was five. And then we moved across the tracks to this - the first house was 1144 
Arlington Avenue. And then we moved to 53 South Spring. 

Q: Which was the "right side of the track"? the first or the second? 

A: Six of one . . . they were really the same. Each one's a block from the 
track. (chuckles) So, there really wasn't any difference. 

Q: What a re  some of your recollections of tha t  period then in that  home until you were about 
five, that  is pre-school age experiences? 

A: If I may before tha t  - let me do some other family things, could I? 

Q: Oh sure. 

A: That  wouldn't be out of order? because I left out my dad's mother's side of the 
family. Their name was Miller. My grandmother's maiden name was Miller and there was 
a whole series of George Millers. There was a George A. Miller and a George B. Miller 
and a George Hazelius Miller. And they were all ministers, they were all preachers. At  
a place called Hartwick Seminary, which is a town and a seminary just south of 
Cooperstown. And one of them - I think maybe i t  was George IIazelius Miller was the 
founder of the seminary and then his son and his grandson both carricd on running the 
seminary and living in that  same general area. I've got a book of sermons of one of the 
George Miller's a t  home. 

Q: Of what faith was that,  do you recall? 

A: (pause) I don't remember - i t  was Protestant. It was - i t  was kind of an  
evangelical. I t  wasn't one of the basic Presbyterian or Congregationalist or one of those. I 
think it was - I'm embarrassed - I don't know. I think i t  was an evangelical faith of 
some kind. 

Q: Did this reflect in your father's attitude toward religion in any way? 

A: His first wife was Catholic. His  sister and her husband, who lived in Rome, were dedi- 
cated Christian Scientists. He  was a practitioner; they were both - no I guess he was a 
practitioner and reader. And my mother and dad raised me a s  a Presbyterian singing in 
the Episcopal choir. So I guess the answer to your question is no, i t  didn't. (chuckles) My 
mother was a very strong Scotch Presbyterian. 

Q: Let's see now, we talked - now I keep getting mixed up when I get in these genealogical 
things. We talked about your mother's father's lines. 

A: Yes. 

Q: What about the other side? Do yo11 have much knowledge of that  side of the family? 



A: No I don't. I can tell you what I know. Mary Ann Watt was born in Glasgow. We 
were back in England the summer before last, and Scotland. And we had some addresses 
from early mail. We looked a t  the - we went to see the place where my grandmother and 
grandfather separately lived before they were married in Edinburgh. One - I think the 
place where my grandfather lived - now is a Chinese laundry. And tho place where my 
grandmother lived is in a little cul de sac area, a little circular area, with buildings all 
around i t  which are in beautiful condition, all occupied by professionals, lawyers, dentists, 
accountants, things like this. And we found the specific number which we had from prior 
mail. And I've got pictures of both Chinese laundry and this now very nice little enclave 
of an area that's where my grandmother lived. Rut that's about the extent of it. 

Q: And you found no relatives in tha t  area, other than . . . 

A: No we went to the records of the geneological records place in Edinburgh and also the 
British Museum in London and they both told us, "Go home to Salt Lake City." 

Q: Oh I see. 

A: They said, "The records there are infinitely better than ours." It's really kind of like 
looking - thcy'll say, "We have records of each parish. What parish did your grandfather 
live in?" Well unless you know the parish and about the year, it's a needle-in-the-haystack 
land. 

Q: So the records a re  there but they're rather difficult to get to unless . . . 

A: Yes I expect they are. If you knew what parish church to look for, what little rhurrh 
to go to out in the country, you might find it if they hadn't been burncd up in a fire some 
time in the last two or three hundred years. But there's somebody - let me think for a 
second - there's somebody in our family - i t  must he on thc Burditt side - yes, I 
remember. One of the Burditt's somewhere along the line was married to somebody by the 
name of Tracy. And there was a d'Tracy with William the Conqueror when he landed in 
Normandy in 1066. So then that  is probably the same line. There's a lot of gaps. There's 
a big gap in there, but the name is the same. And apparently that  line goes off into France 
but in the eleventh century or twelfth century. 

Q: And you haven't gotten any more of a clue back that  fa r  yet? 

A: No. Some day we may do it, my cousin may. 

Q: Well you never know when you're going to run into somebody who has the record alrcady. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Well then with your family now in your second home, what do you remember about the 
family life in that  second home? 

A: Well, okay, let me - I don't remember anything a t  all about Jackson Park. We moved 
to 1144 . . . I think that's the address, I may have that  mixed up with an earlier address 
t ha t  my folks lived in in Austin. But i t  was next to the corner house just before Edgewood 
on the north side of the street on Arlington in Ida Grange. It's a wooden frame house, a 
very nice little old house. I t  was really kind of old - I guess i t  was stucco - I guess i t  
was a stucco house. There was a young boy next door about my agt  whose name was noody 
Carter, Ronald Carter, and he and I played from the age of two till the age of five. I had 
a dog, Teddy, which was my constant companion, a little Highland Terrier, whose favorite 
hobby was riding in the side car of the policeman. The police would come around, he was 
such a cute little dog, they would take him for a ride in the sidecar which I remember. 



Q: Were you with him in the sidecar? 

A: No I was never allowed to go. They just took the dog for the damned ride. 

Q: Oh? (chuckles) 

A: Oh I remember having red fire engines. I had one that  the axle kept breaking on. My 
' dad kept coming home with new axles every couple of weeks. 

Q: Was this large enough for you to ride in you mean? 

A: Yes. They were the ones where you'd turn - you know. 

Q: I see. 

A: And I had a tricycle and in those early - one of my uncles lived in Livingston, Montana, 
one of my mother's brothers, and we used to go out to see him every once i n  a while. We 
went out there when I was two. I don't remember this but my mother and I took the train 
out. And she peeked in a t  me one time to see if I had gone to sleep in the berth and I 
was lying thcrc holding my eyes open because I didn't want to go to slccp. 

Q: You wanted to see what was going on. 

A: Yes. I don't remember those trips. They ended before I remember. We subsequently 
went back and of course 1 remember all of those. But not when I was a little kid. 

Q: Was this a single-family dwelling where you lived? 

A: Yes. Typical residential home in the suburbs. I don't remember how many bedrooms 
i t  had, probably thrce bedrooms. Just  a little typical two-story house with an attic and a 
basement. 

Q: Yes. Was it a fenced-in lawn? 

A: No. No the houses in that  block are probably on . . . oh sixty or seventy-five foot lots, 
probably sevent,y-five foot lots, probably sixty foot lots, maybe fifty. Driveway down the side 
and a garage in hack, separate garage in back. I don't know when those houses would have 
been built but we moved there in 1924 and i t  wasn't a new house then. I t  was probably 
built around the turn of the century or . . . 

Q: Was there an alleyway behind or was that  . . . 

A: (pause) I don't remember if there was an alley in tha t  block. I don't think there is 
though. I think i t  just backs up on the house next door on the . . . 

Q: Did your dad have a garden out back a t  tha t  time? 

A: My dad was never a great gardener. Neither was mother. Oh, we'd have a few little 
tomatoes and things like that  but i t  wasn't big enough so there was a big yard to cut or 
anything. I t  was the second house from the corner, i t  was next t,o the corner. No big deals 
a s  far  a s  gardens or anything like tha t  are concerncd. 

Q: Had you brothers and sisters by tha t  time? 

A: No I'm an only child. 

Q: You're the only child. 



A: Yes. And of course I don't really rememher a lot about tha t  house because we moved 
out of there when I was five. I just, you know, have spots - and having heard stories it's 
kind of hard to remember whether I actually remember i t  or just remember the retelling 
of it. 

Q: Yes. What about the community itself? What do you recall of tha t?  Were there stores 
nearby tha t  you went to? 

A: La Grange is a typical bedroom suburb. Arlington is an  east-west street that's about 
a block from the railroad track. And my dad walked to the train every morning. I t  was 
mayhe a three-block walk to the train down to the Stone Avenue station. And right a t  the 
Stone Avenue station there were some stores. There was a grocery store and a drug store 
and I don't really remember when those went in. I don't remember if they were there when 
I was a little kid. I expect probably they were. There was probably a little corner drug- 
store and a corner grocery store there and a hardware and things like that  in that  neighbor- 
hood. In La Grange the business distrirt is centered along the railroad track. I t  runs east 
and west along the railroad track. 

SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE 2 

Q: Was the church close by tha t  you attended a t  that  time? 

A: The churrh was on the other side of the tracks. We went to the Presbyterian church 
in La Grange, which is on the other side of the tracks. It's maybe - oh, i t  was six or 
eight or ten blocks, something like that. I don't really remember going to Sunday school 
before I was five. My mother sang in the Presbyterian church in Oak Park. They had a 
professional quartet in tha t  church. And an organist who was supposed to be one of the 
better ones in Chicago. I remember I was always turned off because my mother sang not 
only in the morning service but also had to go back for an evening service, and 1 didn't 
want her to leave me on Sunday nights. I was very uncomfortable with that.  Of course 
they never left me alone. Dad would stay with me or dad would take mother over and have 
a babysitter I guess. Maybe sometimes I went. I don't remember going a t  night but 1 was 
pretty little. I might not remember. 

Q: A t  tha t  age were there other members of the family living nearby? uncles and 
aunts'? You had one in Montana, an  uncle. 

A: One uncle was in Montana who was a dentist. But he always said he wanted to drill 
for oil instead of drill teeth. 

Q: Oh is that  right? 

A: And he had a ranch. 

Q: What was his name? 

A: His name was Jack Hardie. 

(pause) My mother had another brother, Robert Hardie, same name as  her father. Robert 
Hardie was a doctor in Chirago, who delivered me. They lived in Austin. My mother had 
another sister, Annc Hardie - Anne McIntosh Hardie - who was a teacher in the Chicago 
school system. She taught a t  Marshall High School I know, coached the debate team there, 
and had a couple of people on tha t  debate team who subsequently becamc fairly well known 
in Chicago politics. One was Aldcrman Becker. And the other one was Herb Geislcr, who 
ended up in the legislature, he and I ended up in the 1cg.islature a t  the same time. We called 
Aunt Anne, "Nanna." 
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Q: Oh? 

A: And Nanna ended up a s  the principal - during the Depression years - as  the principal 
of two grammar schools in Chicago. They were doubling up, and she was paid in 
script. They had no money. She lived with us. I don't remember whether she lived with 
us on Arlington or not. She probably did. I just don't remember. I think she lived with 
her father and mother until they died in 1924, which was when we moved to La 
Grange. And I don't remember whether she lived with us there or not. But she did live 
with us a t  53 South Spring, a t  the second house we had in La Grange. 

My mother had another sister who was married to Doctor James MacDonald, who lived in 
Aurora. Her name was Aunt Glady. But that  wasn't her right name. Her right name 
was . . . oh that's terrible, I can't remember, I always called her Aunt Glady. 

She had another sister, Aunt Dollie, whose name was Madeline. Aunt Dollie was married 
to Charles Welford. They lived for a while in Tuckahoe, New York, and then in Toronto, 
Canada. Charlie was with Addressograph-Multigraph. 

My mother had another sister - oh, one younger sister whose name was Alice Funk, married 
to Herbert Funk. And they lived in Chicago part  of the time and in La Grange. They lived 
in La Grange when we were on the other side of the tracks. But they lived a t  404 N. Wyola. 

Since I had no brothers or  sisters we were fairly close to those people because they all had 
children. Uncle Jack in Montana had five kids . . . three of whom are still living. Unrle 
Bob, the doctor, had three children, none of whom is still living. They were all older than 
I was. I was next to the youngest of about fifteen or eighteen cousins. Aunt Dollie, the 
one in Toronto, had one daughter who is still living, whose husband was a Presbyterian 
minister who baptized a couple of our kids. IIis name was John Rates. Aunt Glady, the 
one in Aurora, had a son and a daughter. Jim MacDonald, my cousin, is about seven or 
eight years older than I am and lived with us for a while, through my high school 
years. And he was more like a brother to me than anybody else. 

Q: What was the occasion for his staying there? 

A: His father contracted Parkinson's disease, and he was a surgeon. And of course with 
the shaking hands he could do absolutely nothing. He was totally incapacitated for his 
profcssion. And Aunt Glady opened a candy store i n  Aurora and she was quite an enterpris- 
ing lady, a beautiful woman, Aunt Glady, and she died. And she predeceased "Uncle Honey, 
which of course nobody expected. And Jim didn't have any place to live, and he was through 
high school, couldn't afford to go to college and so he moved in with us whilc hc was working 
in Chicago. And he worked for some brokers, Harris, IJpham . . . I don't remember who 
else. A great guy, a very dear friend. I think Jim is maybe nine years older than I. When 
I was a little kid he used to come to all my birthday parties and tell us stories about L)ia- 
mond Dick and Hank the Hawkeye and, oh, he was just great. Ht: was our hero when we 
were little kids you know. When we were seven, you know, he was sixteen and he was - 
boy, he was really the big kid you know, and a dear friend. 

7 

Q: You've talked of your mother's brothers and sisters. How about your father? were any 
of those in this area? 

A: No my dad had a brother and Iwo sisters. My dad was significantly the youngest. I 
don't know which of the other three were the oldest. He had a brother whose name was 
Byron. Byron had four kids. I think maybe two boys and two girls. . . maybe three boys 
and a girl. And Byron disappeared, totally disappeared, without a trace, leaving' four little 
kids. 

Q: I'll be darned. 



A: The year my dad died - my dad died in . , . 1944, in - May 1, 1944, and Byron had 
surfaced just before that. He wrote to my dad and said, "I'm your long lost prodigal brother 
returned home." And my dad didn't believe in the prodigal son story and was a littlr chilly 
to Byron, never saw him. My dad thought he might be an imposter, didn't know anything 
about him. But he came to my dad's funeral. And I saw him and i t  was pcr f~ct ly  clear 
he was a Burditt. IIe looked - oh, I look somewhat like him - we look kind of like those 
Millers, all those George Millers, long deep lines in our face here, and tall. And that's the 
only time I ever saw Byron, never had any other contact with him. 

My dad had two sisters, Jesse Randolph, who married Raymond Randolph, who lived in 
Chicago. They never had any chiIdr.cn. And we saw them periodically, not very 
oftcn. And another sister, Maude Barnes, married to Merton Barnes. They lived in Rome, 
New York, and we saw them regularly. They were the Christian Scientists. Uncle Mert 
died and Aunt Maude - my Aunt Maude had really raised my father in many ways. She 
was eleven years older than my dad. And my dad weighed fourteen pounds and eleven 
ounces when he was born, which is a fairly good-sized baby, and his mother was never really 
quite the same after tha t  I gathered. And Aunt Maude really kind of raised him, and never 
had any children of her own. And then when my dad died, I kind of inherited that  mother- 
child relationship with Aunt Maude. After Uncle Mert died she stayed in Rome for a while, 
but then she came to La Grange. She was in a nursing home in La Grange for the last 
several years of her life. But she also had no children so we were very close to her too. 

Q: Well now, with those that  lived in the Chicago area, did you have frequent Sunday dinners 
and lhat  sort of thing where thc family got together? 

A: Yes. Yes quite often. The ones who lived in La Grange on my mother's side, my 
mother's younger sister, had two daughters and one's a few years older than I am, one's 
a few years younger than I am. And we saw them fairly often. We went out to Aurora 
to see my cousin Jim MacDonald and his mother and dad out there. I can rcmemhcr driving 
out there a lot of times. They had an electric car which was a great thing to ride around 
in. And Aunt Jesse, my dad's sister who lived in Chicago, we saw them, not every Sunday 
by a long shot but within frequent intervals. 

Q: Let's see now, you moved at the age of five across the railroad tracks then. Were you 
in any way tlisappointcd with that  move or did you look forward to i t  or do you recall any 
emotion a t  all regarding tha t  change a t  that  time'! 

A: I don't remember any negative emotions about it. I tend not to have too many negative 
emotions about life, anyway I didn't have one on that. I t  was a new house. We had the 
excitement of moving into a new house. 

Q: Did your father have the new house built? 

A: No. He rented it. 

Q: Oh I see. 

A: He rented i t  . . . probably in September, 1927, because I had a couple of weeks of kinder- 
gartcn at the Ogden School on the north side of the tracks. But then we moved and I started 
out again right in Cossitt School, in the kindergarten a t  Cossitt School on the south side 
of the tracks. And I think my dad probably had a year-to-year lease or a two-year lease 
because I know in September, 1929, he signed a five-year lease on thc house a t  some enormous 
exhorbitant rent. My recollection is $140.00 a month, which in those days was just terrible 
and of course a month later came the crash. And there was no money. And I remember 
i t  was always hand-to-mouth when I was a kid. We didn't have money, weren't able to save 
anything and lawyers were always the last ones paid and we lived in a rented house all 



Q: So you had another year of kindergarten? 

A: No, no I didn't. My mother said no. She wasn't going to do it. My mother felt vindi- 
cated eight years later when I got the American Legion award in that  class and was first 
in my class in high school. So she did right, she didn't make me take i t  over 
again. (chuckles) 

Q: What about your discipline in the home? Which was the disciplinarian, the father or  
the mother? 

A: They really worked pretty well together a s  a tram. I t  wasn't a matter of, "I'll tell your 
father when he comes home." I can only remember being spanked once or twice and I think 

through that. As a matter of fact my folks never bought a house, never owned a 
house. They rented throughout. 

Q: What about your kindergarten experiences? Do you recall any particular traumatic 
situation? 

A: Oh yes. Oh yes. Yes I remember several things about it. One is tha t  - and clearly 
the most important - the cutest little girl I ever saw in my life was in that  kindergarten 
class, the second one a t  Cossitt School. Her name was Barbara Stenger. I moped around 
the house for two years worried about not seeing this little girl except in school and my 
mother finally said, "Well, Bunks," which was my nirkname when I was a little kid, "why 
don't you rall her up and invite her to go to a movie." So I did and we had our first date 
in second grade. And her mother and her best friend went with us. I remember I paid 
for her tirkct and my ticket to the movie in La Grange but her mother paid for herself 
and Jane. Then we didn't do any more dating in grammar school. In second grade it's a 
little unusual to date. I had another girl in seventh grade. But Barbara and I went to 
the eighth grade dance together. And we were good friends but we didn't date a t  all in 
high school. We dated other people, both of us. 

When I was in the air corps I went steady with another girl from my junior year in high 
school all the way through college - the rest of high school and college and part way 
through the air corps and I used to fly up to see this girl to see her when I could. And 
I flew up one weekend and we double dated with Uarbara Stenger and another very good 
friend of mine by the name of Bob Neimann. They were dates while I was dating the other 
girl, whose name was Lucille Lahiff. And I decided after going steady with Lucille for about 
five years that  Barhara Stenger, my first choice from kindergarten, was better so I flew up 
the next week to see Barbara and we are now - we've been rnarried now for thirty-seven 
years. We were marricd February 17, 1945. So that's thirty-eight years. Geez! See time 
flies when you're having fun, I only thought i t  was thirty-seven. 

That's one memorable event of kindergarten. The rest of kindergarten was all had. I hated 
the damned naps you had to take. I was so skinny when I was a kid, I was really bony 
and I hated to lie down on tha t  rug. I didn't want to take a nap anyway and to lie down 
on that  uncomfortable rug on the hard floor I just didn't like. I couldn't tie my 
show. Finally somebody got me to switch hands tying shoes and I learned i t  right away, 
hut I had a terrible time tying my shoes, and everybody else could tie his shoes and I felt, 
you know, very insecure. They had a jungle gym that  you could climb around on and I was 
scared to death of the damned jungle gym. We had a kindergarten orchestra and obviously 
I should have been the director of the orchestra. But instead of making me the director 
Mrs. Zack, the teacher, made me play the cymbals in the back row of the orchestra. And 
to add insult to in jury  the guy she ~ i c k e d  td head the orchestra was Dickie Lodge who was 
a real cute little boy who also liked Barbara Stenger, and that  added insult to injury, so 
I was just mightily unhappy in kindergarten. And i t  culminated when Mrs. Zack told my 
mother a t  the end of the year that  she really thought I had not developed a s  I should and 
I should take kindergarten over again. (chuckles) 



by my mother. I don't remember my dad ever spanking me. But discipline wasn't an enor- 
mous problem. 

You know, my mother was a great activist, she was always into things and getting me into 
things. For example, later on halfway through grammar school, somewhere along sixth 
grade or so, my mother got me into stamp collecting. My older cousin Jim was a stamp 
collector and my older cousin Jean was a stamp collector so my mother got me stamp 
collecting. And there was a fellow who lived a couple of houses down the street who was 
- looking back on it now I realize he was probably an alcoholic but he had a stamp collection 
and I used to get my twenty-five cents allowance on Saturday and I'd go down and buy 
stamps from this old gentleman. You know a t  a penny apiece or two cents apiece or what- 
ever. 

Out of that  my mother organized the group called the Junior Philatelists of La Grange which 
was all of my buddies and I formed a stamp club in La Grange. And my mothcr. gave us 
this fancy name and sent out a news release to the local paper about i t  which carried a 
news release about the formation of the Junior Philatelists of La Grange. We met a t  our 
house once every week, every Wednesday afternoon or something and traded stamps. As 
1 recall there were six or eight or ten boys in it. My mother never had a daughter so pretty 
soon she organized the girls' auxiliary of the Junior Philatelists of La Grange and the girls, 
including Barbara, came over and traded stamps for a while. That was one of the things 
my mother got me into. 

Then in seventh grade my mother, and of course with my dad's support but my mother was 
the motivator, decided that  we ought to have more exposure to classical music and the gentil- 
ities of life. So she organized a music club with five boys and five girls who met a t  our 
house every Sunday evening, five or six o'clock or something like that. And everybody came 
separately, ~ ~ a r e n t s  dropped us off I believe, or dropped the other kids off. Thcn thc boys 
drew straws to see which girl would be their date for the night really. And mother always 
had a buffet laid out in the dining room and the boys would serve the girls. 

And then after we'd all eaten we would then each do our musical thing. Bobby James played 
the flute and Bob Haeger and another, Johnny Smith, and I sang in a trio and 1,ucia 
Llrwellyn played the violin and Barbara played the piano and - my now wife played the 
piano - and Lhrothy Meissner played the piano and Mary Ann Redel played the 
piano. Mary Ann Redel was the girl I was then i n  love with and was dating when 1 could, 
but you know, kind of secretly. And there was - oh, Buddy Burgess played the cornet and 
every night - the trumpet - and every night we started out singing, "God of our Fathers 
Whose Almight Hand," and Bud would give the great flourish, you know, the great trumpet 
flourish a t  the beginning of that  one. We did tha t  all through seventh grade and then a t  
eighth grade the other mothers, I guess, had a guilty conscience so they offered to divide 
i t  up and from the eighth grade we went to other homes, moving around on Sunday nights. 
We also brought a couple of other people into the - I think there were six maybe or - 
I know A1 Cook who played the accordian came in. A1 was a real good friend of ours. My 
mother never quite approved of the accordian but she let A1 into our club. (chuckles) 

Q: Was he Irish or Italian? 

A: No no no. He - I don't - they were . . . I don't know what the Cooks were. His dad 
worked for Sears. 

Q: Now you said you were a singer. Did you play any instrument.? 

A: Oh I forgot, yes, I played the piano. I took piano lessons for years. Never could play 
worth a darn. I got attracted to Rachmaninoff's "C: Sharp Minor Prelude," and I used to 
fight my way through tha t  thing. Every Sunday night I'd play the darned thing hcmnse 
I couldn't play anything else. And I played i t  very poorly. 



Q: Did you enjoy that? Were you . . . 

A: No. I never liked the piano a t  all. I t  was a perpetual fight. My mother had to make 
me sit  down and practice. One of the fellows in our club, whose name was Johnny Klutz 
and his stepfather adopted him so he became John Smith that  year, loved to play the piano 
and John used to come over - they didn't have a piano in their apartment, his dad was 
a pilot for American Airlines - I'm not sure - he's a pilot with one of them airlines. And 
John used to come over to our house and play the piano which also kind of infuriated me 
because I didn't - you know, I didn't - "Why did anybody want to do this'!" you know, 
especially a friend of mine. 

Q: I see. (chuckles) Did anything come of this group? Were there any that  became then 
professional musicians in any way? 

A: No. I don't think there are any - nobody did. I t  was just a hobby for all of us but 
out of it, you know, we learned a lot about music and some of the social graces and i t  was 
a - we all - we see several of the people who were in that,  we see them fairly often or 
a t  high school reunions or a t  things like that,  and we always talk about it, laugh about what 
we were doing. 

Q: Did this include any trips to the opera or the Orchestra Hall or . . . 

A: Not a s  a group tha t  I recall but when I was in high school my folks bought me a season 
tickct to the opera. And I used to go in alone and sit in the hack half of the top gallery 
where I think the tickets were fifty cents. And I did that  for a whole year and out of tha t  
developed kind of a love of opera which I still have. When I was in high school a few years 
later my cousin, Jim Macnonald, was living with us and Jim knew somebody who got us 
in as  supernumeraries a t  the opera. So Jim and I were a couple of operas. 

Q: Oh? 

A: Spear carriers. We were in "Carmen" and . . . I don't remember - we were in another 
one too, we were in two of them, I don't remember what the other one was. But I vividly 
rernrmber the "Carmen," the humorous things that  happened during "Carmen," i t  was really 
funny. And of course . . . 

Q: Humorous things - you mean tha t  weren't supposed to have happened or . . . 

A: Oh yes, when you're up close - there's one scene in which Carmen - there's a ramp 
that  comes down into the middle of the stage, i t  comes right down the front of the stage 
but a t  the back of the stage i t  goes up a t  right angles into the wings. And the lady who 
was singing Carmen was an enormous, you know, classical heavy set - of those days the 
coloratura sopranos were all - you know, contraltos, everybody was great big people. And 
this lady, this Carmen, had to come tripping lightly on her toes down that  ramp and make 
a right angle turn to come out on the stage. Well they knew if they ever got tha t  hulk 
going down that ramp she'd never make the turn. So they had two huge guys, one on each 
side of her, helping her down as  she came around there and kind of - of course we were 
close and so we could see the smile on her face but the corner of her eyes looking a s  to 
whether she was going to make this corner down a t  the bottom. 

And another 
ried in a big 
empty. The 

time, there's one scene, the smugglers scene in "Carmen" where Jim and I car- 
box of some kind, and we put the box down after struggling with it. I t  was 
box was a big box but i t  weighed maybe two pounds, a great big thing. And 

wc struggled over and put i t  down and one of the fat  Italian tenors in the chorus came over 
and he just picked the box up and moved i t  over about ten feet, after all our acting you 
know. 



Q: I see. (laughter) Well! That kind of blew the scene. 

A: Blew - yes blew our cover. (chuckles) 

Q: When did you first s ta r t  going to the opera? Do you remember the - your first occasion 
a t  thf opera? 

A: I don't remember my first occasion a t  the opera, but my folks had some very good friends 
whose name was Marble, Manton and Dorothy Marhle. And they had two children, one of 
whom's name is Ken Marble who's a couple of years older than I am and Ken and 1 are 
now still very close friends. And Ken and I met a t  the opera, in utero, or a t  least I was 
in utero a t  the opera. And so my folks were taking me out before I was even born. And 
I guess I don't remember going to the opera before I was in high school. I might have gone 
when I was in grammar school once or twice, but I remember really mainly going in on 
- I guess i t  was maybe Thursday or Friday night. I played basketball all the way through, 
so i t  couldn't have been the night we were playing basketball in high school, but i t  was . . . 

Q: What about the symphony orchestra - did you attend i t  a s  often? 

A: No. 

Q: Apparently not. 

A: No. I don't really remember going to the symphony when I was a kid. I loved classical 
music and had, oh, Wagner and Beethoven and some of the other things that I just 
played. As a matter of fact, when 1 was in high school I played cvrry night - to get myself 
psyched up for a basketball game, I'd play the prelude to the third a r t  of "Lohengrin." 

Q: Well! (chuckles) 

SESSION I, TAPE 2, SIDE 1 

Q: Let's see, we went from your first experiences in band which was the cymbal I guess in 
kindergarten on up. 

A: That's the total extent of my hand ~ x p ~ r i e n c e .  

Q: So you never played an  instrument in the band a t  all. 

A: The only instrument I ever studied was the piano. And I hated i t  so damned much I 
didn't have to do i t  very long. 

Q: And it's difficult to march with too. 

A: Yes. (chuckles) I sang in the Episcopal choir for many years when 1 was a kid. I proh- 
ably started out singing in the Episcopal choir . . . oh, I suppose in fourth or fifth grade 
in La Grange and sang all the way through grammar school and I guess maybe part way 
through high school in the Episcoptil church in La Grange. And then when I was in college 
my mother was directing the Episcopal choir in IIinsdale and I used to sing in her choir 
in Hinsdale when I came home, when I was home for summers or vacations and so on. 

Q: You evidently enjoyed singing. 

A: Yes I loved to sing. I still love to sing. I don't get to do i t  now but I love to sing. I 
love to harmonize. 



Q: I believe you said that,  in your group a t  least, you had a trio tha t  sang together. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you sing a t  occasions? Did you go out to . . . 

A: Every once in a while we'd sing a t  something yes. We'd sing trios like "Lift Thine Eyes" 
which is from - is i t  from the "Elijah?" I think it's one of Handel's. It's a classic trio 
and these three little boys sang tha t  around different places. Usually it's every Sunday i t  
seems to me we sang it. (chuckles) 

Q: Well, did your mother give you training in singing? Did she guide you on . . . 
A: Not formally. I mean she never stood me up before the piano and had me do exercises, 
that  kind of thing. But she would show me how to breath and do things like that.  Since 
she was a professional and had been through Master's School of Music she knew that  very 
well and gave me - I guess so subtly I didn't know I was getting instructed. And I don't 
purport to have a professional voice. I don't. I just love to sing . . . and harmonize. 

Q: Let's see now. When you went to school then, entered the first grade, what school did 
you go to? 

A: Cossettes School, I started yes. It was three blocks from where we lived and I went all 
the way through grammar school there. 

Q: Did you go home for lunch from . . . 

A: I went home for lunch yes. I t  was easily walkable. Most of the kids went home for 
lunch. Barbara went home for lunch every day and she lived maybe eight blocks from the 
school. 

Q: What do you remcmber of the teachers in grade school? Were there any that  stand out 
that  . . . 

A: Well yes we're - of course having continued to live in tha t  same town and since Barbara 
and I both had the same teachers all the way through, we were in the same homeroom all 
the way through grammar school, we'd talk about them quite a lot. Mrs. Zack was our kin- 
dergarten teacher. Z-A . . . maybe i t  was 2-A-C-K, I don't remember. I guess i t  was 
Z-A-C-K. Well I don't know. I never - since I didn't like kindergarten a t  all I don't have 
the fondest recollections of Miss Zack. She and I apparently had a personality 
conflict. Coursc she liked me so much she wanted to do i t  over again then. 

Our first grade teacher was Mrs. Swift who was a kindly old lady who retired - an old 
lady about my age now. Kind of a middle-aged lady. We have a picture of our first grade 
class with Mrs. Swift and with all of the people and we were looking a t  i t  one time this 
last year trying to identify - we identified about half of the kids I guess. 

Q: How many would there be in such a picture? 

A: Oh eighteen, twenty, something like that. Our second grade teacher - well I don't - 
I think maybe Miss Lessig was our second grade teacher, nice lady. Third grade - I'm not 
sure. Miss Freese was probably fourth grade. Miss Lewis was fifth or sixth grade. And 
then we kind of - I don't remember who our homeroom teachers were - we had some - 
Mrs. Chenoweth was one. 

The teacher I suppose in grade school who had the most influence on all of us was a lady 
by the name of Nell Hashagen. Mrs. Hashagen had no children of her own . . . and no 



husband tha t  I knew of. I don't know whether they were divorced or he died or what, but 
we were Nell Hashagen's kids. And she sponsored our seventh and eighth grade basketball 
teams. She wasn't our coach. We had another coach. The gym teacher was our 
coach. But Mrs. Hashagen adopted all of us and got us our shirts died purple so that  we'd 
all have purple shirts, tha t  kind of thing. Just  a great lady, you know, just looked after 
all of us. 

Our librarian was Mrs. Bilger, whose husband - she and her husband lived in the same 
building tha t  my mother lived in later on after my dad died. Many years later. There was 
another librarian by the name of Miss Zimmerman who befriended us and who was very 
helpful and you know in kind of educating us in the literary world. 

There was a dramatics teacher by the name of - something like Miss Gulbrandsen, G-U-L- 
B-R-A-N-D-S-E-N, something like that,  that  may not be quite right, who coached the school 
play every year. I remember she made me the court jester one year and I could just horse 
around on the stage, and i t  was - I really had more fun. I piled a bunch of hats on my 
head I remember one scene. I'd never done i t  before until the day of the play. We were 
on and I started piling all these hats  on my head. I don't know where I got them. But 
she was in stitches. I remember this lady - our coach who was supposed to be watching 
what we were doing - was laughing so hard behind the stage, you know, behind the curtain 
she couldn't - she wasn't doing anything. (chuckles) 

Q: So you were involved with dramatics then in grade school'! 

A: Just  a school play and I never did anything beyond that. I never went out for dramatics 
in high school. 

Q: What about legitimate stage in grade school and high school years? Did you attend 
much? do you recall any? 

A: I don't remember any in grammar school. We used to go - our French teacher in high 
school used to take us in to some French plays. And I don't rcmomber going to legitimate 
theater much. We were - you know, those were Lkpression years. Let's see in 1929 a t  
the time of the crash I was seven, so I was in second grade. So all through those early 
1930's those were my grammar school years and there was just no money around. Nobody 
had any money. I guess you don't quite remember that  but boy, i t  was . . . 

Q: I'm only two years behind you. 

A: Are you? (chuckles) Well those were not - where were you raised? 

Q: In the country, on a farm those years. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Well, no, we were in the village I m e s s  still, in the early years. 

A: In Illinois? 

Q: Waggoner, Illinois. 

A: Oh yes, yes, that's right. I forgot you told me that. 

Q: Well let's see then, most of your activity during those years would have been in the com- 
munity other than perhaps the opera which came a little bit later I guess. 

A: Yes. Very much isolated to La Grange yes. But my mother really import,ed some things 
like the stamp club and the music club, And we took great vacations whon I was a kid. We 



rented a cottage a t  . . . well my first vacation I remember was a t  Berrien Springs which 
is just around the border in Michigan. Somebody was up there - I don't remcmber who 
i t  was - I think maybe my Aunt Alice, Mrs. Funk, had a place up there or had some friends 
who were there or something. Then we rented a cottage for a couple of weeks for several 
summers a t  Twin Lake, Michigan, which was right near Muskegon and I remember being 
up there sort of. 

I remember one time I caught a fish, a big bass, all alone on the boat. I was probably seven 
or eight. And I was rowing out in the lake and I caught this bass and the hook was in 
so far  - I wouldn't touch the fish. I still don't like to touch fish. (chuckles) And I 
dragged tha t  poor fish all the way up on the beach until somebody came and saved the poor 
fish you know. I mean - by tha t  time he was long dead. 

We did tha t  for a few years and then we rented a cottage a t  Long Beach, Indiana, which 
is right near Michigan City. And we used to have great times up there. A lot of my friends 
would come up and we'd play Capture the Flag around the dunes. There was one - kind 
of a strip mine. I don't know what i t  was, i t  was kind of like strip mine rows you know, 
and i t  was great for Capture the Flag because i t  was eroded a lot and there was just - 
you know, you could hide everywhere and we had more fun playing around there and on 
the beach. And we played tennis. I learned how to play golf up there such a s  i t  was you 
know and i t  was just a great place for kids in the summertime. 

And we also had some really good trips. We used to go back to Rome and see my aunt  
and uncle - and Cooperstown. We went out to Montana to see my uncle. In seventh grade 
my mother and dad and I drove all the way to the west coast and went out to California 
and saw everything. And a s  a matter of fact I kept a diary of tha t  trip and wrote i t  up 
with pictures. And I still have tha t  diary of that  trip. We stopped a t  the Petrified 
Forest. I got a picture of my dad standing next to a petrified tree and the caption I wrote 
under it in the seventh grade was, "Petrified Tree and My Dad, left to  right." 

Q: I see. (chuckles) 

A: And corny stuff like that. I t  was bound up and I turned tha t  in a s  a paper in seventh 
- in eighth grade I guess. That  was my, you know, my term paper. 

Q: Well! (chuckles) Now tha t  - let's see, you went through where? New Mexico o r  Ari- 
zona? 

A: Well i t  was one of the two. Let's see, Petrified Forest, Arizona, I think it is, yes. 

Q: So you must have gone by the Grand Canyon then? 

A: Yes. We drove - we drove down Route 66, you know, we went out Route 66. And m y  
dad and I rode the mule down into the Grand Canyon. 

Q: Oh you did? 

A: Which is a great experience, you know, I was in seventh grade and . . . 

Q: Do you remember the sensation you had going down on the mule? Were you frightened 
o r . .  . 

A; Wait a minute. I'm not sure . . . no I don't think i t  was - we also went out my sopho- 
more year in high school and I think i t  was my sophomore year tha t  we went down - my 
sophomore year we went down on the mule in Grand Canyon. And yes, you know, it's an  
exhilarating thing to ride the mule down tha t  trail. It's really exciting. We went all the 
way down to the Phantom Ranch which was down a t  the bottom. And then back 
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up. There's another one that  goes all the way across and comes up on the north rim but 
we went down from the south rim and went back up the south rim. 

The most exciting thing tha t  happened was when we passed another mule t rain coming up, 
the procedure is that  one mule train stops and the other one goes by. And the one - it's 
a narrow trail - and you know, it's a sheer drop on one side and the mule train that  stops 
goes to the outside and stops and then the other mule train that's passing goes to the 
inside. We were going down so we were stopped on the outside. And the mules were 
coming by us on the inside. And a mule got opposite me and he kicked a t  my mule and 
either he kicked my foot out of the stirrup or scared me to death! I don't know 
which. (chuckles) Looking down two thousand feet and these mules getting into a tangle, 
I wasn't interested in tha t  operation. 

Q: Well. Well apparently your father was doing sufficiently well then tha t  you could take 
these trips during that  period of time. 

A: Yes my folks had - when my dad was in New York they had quite a lot of money. They 
always had servants. As a matter of fact two servants for a lot of the time in New 
York. And when we were in La Grange, 53 South Spring, we had a live-in maid nearly 
all the time, a high school girl who - a girl from - the one who was there most of the 
time lived in Bryant, Illinois. Her dad was a miner, her brother was. And her name was 
Louise Tomic. And Louise went through high school while she was living with us and help- 
ing my mvther - really doing most of the housework and some of the cooking and so on. I 
don't remember what Louise was paid. I t  was something like ten dollars a week which was 
the going rate for a live-in servant in those days, And my mother was making a little bit 
more than tha t  singing in the Presbyterian choir. Only because my mother sang in the choir 
could we afford to have a live-in maid. We had no money. We were not a wealthy family 
a t  all. My dad never had enough money to make a down payment on the house. 

But my folks always lived very well. They were both to the manor born. They were both 
very well-educated people. And my mother knew as much about Shakespeare as  just about 
anybody I've ever known in my life, perpetually quoting Shakespeare. She had a whole 
bunch of little Sheakespearian quotes like, "Stand not upon the order of your going, but go 
a t  once." People stand on one foot and the other waiting to leave you know. Or, "Send 
Ariel for it." When you're trying to remember something and you can't remember, she'd 
say, "Just send Ariel for it." Ariel is a character in one of the Shakespearian plays and 
I'm embarrassed to say 1 don't even remember which one. Maybe "Midsummer Night's 
Dream?" No thjit's not it. But Ariel is the guy they would always - they'd send Ariel 
out on it, he was a messenger they'd send out. And so she'd say, "Send Ariel for it." She 
had a whole bunch of little quotes from Shakespeare tha t  I grew up on, not knowing Shake- 
speare from Adam's off ox, but you know they were things that  she said around the house 
all the time. 

Q: You didn't become absorbed then in Shakespeare? 

A: No I really never did except these quotations now of course have great meaning to 
me. And I still use them. (chuckles) 

Q: Apparently then there must have been considerable reading in the home. Did you have 
a study with a considerable number of books? 

A: No. No, none of our houses were big enough for a study. Let me see if I can remember 
what  i t  was - the configuration of our house in La Grange. There was a living room down 
the south side of the house with a downstairs back porch tha t  was screened in and storm 
winclows in the wintertime hut  really too cold for much in the wintertime. And the left 
side of the house had the dining room and the kitchen. And there was a hall down the 
middle. But there was no study a t  all. IJpstairs there were one, two, three, 1 think four 



bedrooms upstairs, and a sleeping porch. And I slept out in the sleeping porch most of the 
time. My dad and I slept out in the sleeping porch for most of - all winter long I'd sleep 
on the sleeping porch and my mother made big robes for us with a hood on them and you 
could pull your feet inside and I don't know what the theory was, but maybe my uncle, who 
was a doctor, said, "Let them sleep in the cold." So I slept out there and my dad slept 
out there. I think there were two or three beds out there, my cousin slept out there with 
me when we were in high school. And finally I came in the house somewhere along the 
line and had one of the four bedrooms. 

Q: Did you have a collection of books tha t  you collected over the years? 

A: No. I've never been a very avid reader. I've always had a lot to - I've always been 
busy. But not really an  active reader. I was always with a couple of other fellows. We 
invented a lot of Kames for example. A fellow by the name of Ned Munger who is a profes- 
sor a t  Cal Tech [California Institute of Technology], he's the one I mentioned the oral history 
thing to the other day. IIe lived a couple of doors away from us. Ned's father was the 
financial editor of thc Daily News, and a very inquiring mother. And his mother and my 
mother I think kind of conspired to get us doing things. 

And Ned and I invented games together. We had more fun playing games. We had a game 
we played, that  we invented, on a map of the world which is full of logistics, navies and 
everything else. And tha t  must have been about eighth grade 1 suppose we did that.  And 
then we had another game, a war game, that  we played - these were both war games - 
on our living room floor with lead soldiers and cannons and checkers or crokinoll pieces or 
something, we'd shoot across and we'd t ry  to knock out the enemy nests and you know we'd 
keep our living room locked up like that  for days on end you know. Our folks were very 
tolerant. (chuckles) 

Ned Munger incidentally is a professor a t  Cal Tech and has just written a book called 
Touched by Africa. And he's got on the cover of i t  the names of all the people that  he's 
written about in here. I t  includes some very well-known people, the whole Leakey 
Foundation. And Ned is - I think he's executive director of the Leakey Foundation. 

Q: That's the anthropologist. 

A: Yes. Yes, yes, and their names are over in the anthropology part  of Africa on the 
map. And one of the names he has on here is Burdjtt. And Allen Payton is one of the 
ones down hew in South Africa. These are  all people tha t  he knew a t  some time during 
his life. 

Q: Now is tha t  you? 

A: Well when I got it, I thought, "I didn't know Ned had another friend by the name of 
Burditt." And so I opened the book and as i t  turns out (shows copy of the book) this is 
another copy - chapter one is about me. 

Q: Oh is tha t  right? Well! 

A: So I'm not only participating in oral history but now I'm in written history. The title 
of the chapter is "Runks" which was my nickname. 

Q: Oh I see. From 1937 to the present. So he met you in 1937 then? 

A: Well he says that. Actually we were fifteen in 1937 and I knew him long before tha t  
because we lived just a half-block apart. I don't know how he happened to pick 1937 because 
I think - well a t  age fifteen, that's about the first time you have any significant . . . 



Q: I asked about your reading - I see G-8 and his Fighting Aces - that's really G-8 and 
his Battle Aces - I used to read tha t  I recall. 

A: Oh? Oh is that  right, yes, oh yes. And you know I don't think I thought about that  
until I saw i t  again in this book. 

Q: Is that  right? 

A: But Ned had those G-8 magazines. They were so great with the zeppelins flying around 
in and out of the clouds and G-8 was . . . 

Q: Going behind the lines and all! 

A: Oh yes. (chuckles) Oh yes, yes, those were great. 

Q: Were you interested much in World War I and that  type of thing? 

A: Oh you know, I guess like any kids, sure. Ten years after you know. The G-8 things 
and you know I suppose like - not inordinate, it never occurred to me to make a career 
of the military or anything like that.  And I wasn't very big on parades and stuff. But 
you know we just . . . 

Q: How about Boy Scouts? Did you join the Boy Scouts a s  you went along? 

A: Yes. Yes, I don't - you're going to have a hard time to name an  organization that  I 
didn't join as  a boy. The Presbyterian church started - I was in the Cub Scout troop in 
the Presbyterian church. My Scoutmaster was a fellow by the name of Pierce, who had 
a little boy who was younger than we were by maybe six or eight or ten years. And one 
time when I was in the air corps - I was instructing a t  Stuttgart, I was a t  twin-engine 
advance a t  Stuttgart, Arkansas - and Captain Pierce was stationed a t  Pine Bluff. There 
was an ammunition depot or something a t  Pine Bluff'. Do you know what that  was? do you 
remember what tha t  was a t  Pine Bluff? 

Q: I don't recall. 

A: There was some kind of an ammunition - some kind of a supply depot or 
something. And he was over there. And I knew he was there so I flew over one time from 
Stuttgart to see him, and his little boy was there. Now I was probably twenty-one and he 
was probably twelve or something like that. And I took him up - I don't think I took 
him up. That was clearly not permitted to take a civilian up in an airplane but I took him 
onto the plane and showed him - we played like we were flying around you know. And 
he might even have been a little younger than that. And about ten years later - he must  
have been about that  age - about ten years later after the war, after law school and after 
we were out of the first house we lived in, the doorbell rang one time and I went to the 
door and here was this young man, Captain Pierce's son, a B-50 pilot . . . 

Q: Oh really? 

A: . . . and he just came over to see me to tell me what I had done to him by climbing 
him on that  airplane that  day. 

Q: I'll be darned. You never know. 

A: But we were great games players. Gosh, we'd play - as I said - I mentioned some 
of the war games but we played cards all the time. My mot.her and dad were both very 
good cardplayers. They played a lot of bridge, and pinochle. They taught me how to play 
pinochle when I was a little kid. 



Q: Did they have regular weekly pinochle or bridge games? 

A: Bridge games. Yes my mother and dad were in a duplicate bridge club and indoctrinated 
me into tha t  when I was in high school where I got - I guess maybe in high school and 
certainly in college when I came home I filled in to thcir - I would fill - they'd let me 
play when I'd go you know - they'd sit  out for a round and then I could play with them. 

Q: Did you enjoy that? 

A: Oh yes I absolutely love cards. And learned how to play bridge then and a s  a matter 
of fact later on another guy and I won the Harvard bridge tournament which we had 
organized. I t  was a little embarrassing. I'll tell you about that  when we get to the college 
days. We also played a lot of miscellaneous things. We were not permitted to play cards 
on Sunday. 

Q: Oh! 

A: Scotch Presbyterians don't play cards on Sunday. Looking back on it, I don't think i t  
made a heck of a lot of difference whether we were playing cards or playing Mahjong, which 
we played regularly on Sunday, or something else, because they're just a bunch of gambling 
games and everything else. And I rather suspect i t  was because my folks wanted me to 
learn these other games. 

Q: I see. (chuckles) 

A: Maybe not, maybe not. But in any event we played, oh, checkers and chess. They 
checked me out on chess real early. A lot of games I remember. 

Q: What about Monopoly? 

A: Oh yes. Gosh yes. My cousin, Jim, got a game called Finance which came out before 
Monopoly. It's very much the same game, a little bit simpler, but wc played Finance when 
Jim was living with us when I was - maybe my freshman year in high school, something 
like that,  and played it all the time. We even got so we liked i t  in preference to some other 
games. Finance is a good two-handed game. And i t  was before the days of gin 
rummy. We weren't playing gin in those days. 

Q: How about dancing? Did you get involved with formal dancing in any way? 

A: When I was in seventh and eighth grades my mother and dad decided they had enough 
money to send me either to dancing school or to piano lessons. My recollection is those 
lessons cost a dollar a week. And we could only afford one of them. So you know I wanted 
dancing and I got piano. 

Q: I see. (chuckles) Was there much social dancing, parties in the area where you did 
dancing and that  sort of thing? 

A: Well of course not very much in grammar school and we didn't dance a t  the music 
club. I don't remember that we ever did. But there was in high school of course. You 
had a lot of dances, sorority dances and things like that  in high school. 

Q: You say you joined a number of organizations. Were there church organizations that  
you belonged to? 

A: Yes there was a High-Y and then I went into the Roy Scouts. You know, it's kind of 
- I've always been an overachiever. God, you know, if there's something there, I've got 



to go do it. And I got all three of the - I don't remember what the ranks now are in 
Cub Scouts, Wolf and Bear and Lion - yes I do remember. 

Q: And Webelos I believe. 

A: Yes that's right. And there were Arrows and I remember I got the Arrows . . . 

Q: Order of the Arrow? 

A: No I think they were kind of like a second round or so - for extra credit or something. I 
don't remember what they were, but you get them and I remember tha t  you'd get the picture 
of the wolf and then you'd get an  arrow. I t  seems to me there was an arrow or something 
tha t  hung down from it. And then I went into Boy Scouts and I ended up with about sixteen 
merit badges. But there was one merit badge I couldn't get, I couldn't do it. I don't rernrni- 
ber what i t  was, i t  was . . . some particular thing. I couldn't do situps or something that  
you had to do for the athletics merit badge or something. 1 don't remember what i t  
was. So I never got my Eagle but I was within four or five merit badges of it. You'd think 
I would have gone on, a little uncharacteristic of me not to go on. But there was some 
real impediment to i t  tha t  I just . . . 

Q: Did you travel much with the Boy Scouts to summer camp and that  sort of thing? 

A: I went to Camp Delavan I think just one summer. But we - you know, my family went 
away. Maybe I went two summers. I went to Boys State a couple of years when I was 
in high school, which was a very interesting experience. I went down one year and didn't 
know what was going on and went down the next year and was elected . . . state - gosh, 
I don't know - state treasurer or secretary of state, one of the state offices, which was - 
tha t  was really kind of fun. 

Q: What about - going back a little bit now - or not necessarily going hack, hut with your 
unclcs, were there any of those tha t  were particularly involved with politics or active in poli- 
tics? 

A: (pause) No. I don't think anybody in the family ever did anything in politics. My 
mother and dad didn't do anything in politics. My great-grandfather, Luther Ingalls 
Burditt, was in the New York legislature, but I think he's the only one, thc, only one I can 
think of off the top of my head who really ever did anything in politics. 

Q: So there was no member of the family tha t  you knew of that  . . . 

A: No my Uncle Boh was a doctor and was busy doctoring, Uncle Jack was a dentist who 
wanted to look for oil and have a ranch out in Montana and a super guy, just a great guy, 
finally opened up a bar and roadhouse just north of Yellowstone, down south of 
Livingston. Just a super guy and Uncle Charlie worked for . . . he was a salesman I think, 
a marketing guy for Addressograph-Multi~raph. And my dad was a lawyer and never did 
anything in politics. I think my mother and dad were - I know they were Democrats until 
Roosevelt - the time of Roosevelt's second term. I think they voted for Roosevelt his first 
term and then switched, a t  least my dad did. I'm not sure my mother ever really 
switched. My mother thought Franklin Roosevelt was quite a guy. My mother was very 
impressed with gentility and he was a real gentleman. And she thought Eleanor Roosevelt 
was a great lady too. 

Q: You were a little young then but did you have any impression as to why your father 
might have changed? Did he ever . . . 

A: Yes, like most people when they get older they get a little more sensible and he thought 
i t  was time to be Republican. 



Q: I see. Yes sir. (chuckles) 

A: Well he - dad, I think he was concerned ahout big government. Really the basic reasons 
that  I'm a Republican. His experience with Roosevelt was leading us into a social direction 
with which he did not agree, where the people who work had to take care of the people 
that  didn't work. Now that's a gross oversimplification. But there was YOU know that  feel- 
ing, a lot of people had tha t  feeling during the depression years. Everybody was struggling 
and nobody had any money - but you know a lot of the people who weren't working obvi- 
ously wanted to work but couldn't. But I think that  general philosophy of government doing 
things was contrary to my dad's thinking. 
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Q: I'd like to stick with the 1930's if we could, more or less, getting started here a t  least. 

A: Sure. 

Q: First of all I'd like to ask a bit more about your father. You have characterized your 
father a s  being a rather retiring sort - or that's the impression I've gotten. Is that  a cor- 
rect impression? 

A: I don't - no I don't think so - and I can see how you would get tha t  impression because 
I talked so much about my mother yesterday. But, no, my father was a very strong 
guy. He was a very articulate lawyer. Ht: was very knowledgeable in a numbcr of areas 
other than the law and - no, I certainly wouldn't characterize him as  retiring. The only 
reason I'm hesitating a t  all on that  is tha t  my mother's family, the Hardie family, were 
as  enormous extroverts as  you can possibly imagine. And almost anybody getting into tha t  
group would look like he was retiring. My dad held his own in tha t  group far  better than 
anybody could possibly handle it. (chuckles) Because he was not retiring a t  all. He was 
a very strong guy and was the kind tha t  would really tend to dominate rather than retire. 

Q: You say there were a number of subjects tha t  he was quite knowledgeable in. Did he 
discuss any particular areas with you. 

A: Really I was - I was a little kid then. And we talked about sports a lot hut my dad 
died when I was I guess nineteen. And I was really racing to get through school and I 
just - one of the regrets of my life is tha t  I really never had time to discuss enough things 
with my dad. Particularly the law. Here he was a - as  I said yesterday two lawyers told 
me he was the best lawyer they ever knew and I didn't bencfit from that  a t  all. I never 
got to know him and never was able to discuss the law with him because I was in the air  
corps when he died. So . . . 

Q: What type of law was he involved with? 

A: He was a general practitioner but - he was in private practice. He did a lot of trial 
work and business law and in those days lawyers tended to be more general practitioners 
than spcrialists. He had a case one time against a cornpany called the Lawrence Warehouse 
Systems, which is a field warehousing company, and a t  the end of tha t  case Lawrence offered 
him a job. And he went with Lawrence eventually, I guess maybe went with them as gen- 
eral counsel, and endcd up a s  vice-president in charge of operations which was an  operational 
job, and was also gcneral counsel. He traveled quite a lot with the company and had a 
very fine relationship with the company. Rut that  was the only other job he had in Chirago 
and he had that  job for the last - oh 1 would guess six or eight or ten years of his life. And 
he was in tha t  position when he died. 



Q: Did you have occasion to visit his office very often? 

A: Yes. Not on a regular basis. You know, you're kind of isolated when you're out in the 
suburbs, a t  least you think you're isolated. And I used to come down with him once in a 
while or my mother and I would come down when I was a little kid. Both in his law office 
and a t  the Lawrence office. But i t  wasn't a regular matter. 

My dad did some business traveling, and mother and 1 went with him on some of those 
busines trips. I remember one time he had business in Seattle. So we made a summer trip 
out of it. And we dropped dad in Seattle and mother and I spent that  day driving around 
the Olympic Peninsula, which was a great experience. I guess maybe that  was my seventh- 
grade year. I don't remember, seventh grade or sophomore year in high school. We took 
those two trips and I don't - I don't - I guess maybe tha t  was my sophomore year because 
I was sharing the driving - I would have been fifteen - I was sharing the driving with 
my mother then a t  tha t  time. 

Q: Let's see, sophomore year, tha t  would have been about 1938 I guess. 

A: In 1937 or 1938 yes, probably the summer of - yes probably 1937 or 1938. 

Q: Well I get the feeling now - let's see, you classified the family a s  - what were the 
words? very involved with higher class things like literature and music and that  sort of 
thing, without much money. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Now as  the 1930's went on, did the situation get better for the family then? 

A: Sure. I guess i t  did for everybody a s  the 1930's went on. My dad must have joined Law- 
renre about, oh, really probably about the depths of the Depression, 1937, somewhere along 
in there. I don't remember whether he was with Lawrence when we went out to the west 
coast. He  probably was though. He was probably with Lawrence that  summer when we 
went - yes I'm sure he was because we stopped in San Francisco where the president's office 
of Lawrence Systems was and then we stopped a t  a couple of other places along the way 
and talked to Lawrence people. I remember my dad would - i t  was probably a get- 
acquainted-with-the-offices kind of a trip. But I'm sure that's what he was doing in 
Seattle. He probably had a problem with a particular warehouse in Seattle or something 
like that. I don't know. I don't remember what the business was in Seattle. 

But, sure, things got better. We continued to live in the same house in La Grange which 
my folks were renting. We lived in that  house until my dad died in 1944. I remember one 
time we looked a t  a house, over back on the first side of the tracks, which was a very nice 
house. But my folks decided they just couldn't swing the payments on it. They were think- 
ing about buying it, but the down payment was too much and they never really had enough 
money for the down payment. 

But - you know, I don't mean t o  sound poor-mouth because I don't remember ever really 
wanting anything desperately when I was a kid that  I didn't get. I don't mean I had sixteen 
different everything, I certainly never had a car or anything. nearly of that  magnitude. But 
we had superb trips in the summertime frequently. Well, like our two trips out West and 
we'd go to Cooperstown or someplace like that  or we'd drive around different places. We'd 
drive up to New England or things like that.  

Q: Now you say, drove. I was going to ask how you went on these? Did you hop in the 
touring car and go? 

A: Yes we always drove. Well I guess when I was a little kid my mother took me on the 
train out to Montana. But other than that  we drove regularly. I remember one - between 



Christmas and New Years we drove down to New Orleans and back and tha t  was about - 
that  was late grammar school probably. I don't remember the year. You know, we stopped 
to see some Civil War things and just did some sightseeing around New Orleans and spent 
New Year's Eve in Memphis over a t  the old Peabody Hotel. 

Q: Oh? 

A: And when we'd take those trips my dad's goal was to finish the day, counting our motel 
and all meals and gas for the car, everything we spent tha t  day, he tried to make i t  on 
twenty dollars a day! Now can you imagine that,  Ilorace? the difference now? 

Q: Good heavens! Not without camping. Did you camp out on any of these trips? 

A: No we didn't take a tent with us or anything like that. We always stayed in a motel 
but you know motels in those days were two or three or four or five dollars, you could get 
a pretty good room. We didn't stay in the classiest motels around but - but  a t  national 
parks we'd stay in one of the lodges a t  the national parks. 

My folks developed in me a fond love of national parks and the outdoors. With them I went 
to a great many national parks. As I mentioned my dad and I went down on the mules 
in Grand Canyon. We drove around Grand Canyon. We went to Zion and Bryce. We went 
to Yosemite and Sequoia, the Tetons which are just south of Yellowstone and of course to 
Yellowstone. We went to Glacier once or twice. So we really covered the West thoroughly 
in traveling. 

Q: I didn't ask yesterday when we were talking about reading in the home, did you take 
National Geographic in the home? 

A: Yes, yes. 

Q: So with that  type of interest you must have really eaten up National Geomaphic? 

A: We did, and I still look through National Geographic every month. And I have the 
National editions bound. 
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Q: Oh? 

A: Somebody got them - I guess my mother and dad must have gotten those bound, just 
the copies we had, probably through a bookbinder tha t  my dad was using for briefs or  
something. My recollection is our bound volumes of the Geographic which my mother and 
dad gave me s ta r t  back in the middle 1920's and go up to somewhere in the early 1940's. It's 
a whole bunch of big bound volumes. 

Q: Do you ever go hack and look through them very much. 

A: Sure. Every once in a while. They're sitting in the hall of our apartment right 
now. And I keep threatening to get them brought up to date and to fill the gaps. But I 
haven't done it. I've got i t  though. I've saved all the Geographics, We save them all and 
somc day I'll have them bound. 

Q: I'll be darned. That's expensive now. 

A: Yes a lot more than i t  was then, a lot more. 

Q: What other magazines did the family take in the 1930's? 

A: Boy! 



Q: Life and && and tha t  sort of thing? 

A: Life. I don't remember tha t  we ever took Look. We may have you know tried i t  out, 
but we did - but, you know, we weren't - in those days nobody was - well, none of our 
friends a t  least, and certainly we were not in a position where we could subscribe to 
everything. We'd subscribe to the Chicago Tribune and my dad brought the Daily News 
home a t  night, which he read on the train. 

Q: Did they have Grit Magazine around? 

A: Have what? 

Q: Grit Magazine, i t  was sold a s  a weekly. 

A: No I don't remember tha t  one. 

Q: It's been going for years and years. 

A: Yes. I don't remember that.  There were other - I'm sure there were other magazines 
around, but I - I can't off the top of my head tell you . . . 

Q: Christian Science Monitor by any chance? 

A: No. We didn't subscribe to the Monitor although we had some dear friends who were 
Christian Scientists. When I was in college my aunt and uncle came back to Boston for 
the annual meeting a t  the mother church, Christian Science church, in Boston. I used to 
go over and go to that  church with them when I was in college. 

Q: Is tha t  right? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Let's see, well with your father tied up in law so much did that  in any way influence 
you in thinking toward being a lawyer? 

A: Sure, sure. There wasn't any question in my mind - once I decided I wasn't going to 
be a tireman. 

Q: Oh? 

A: The only other possibility was going into the ministry. But the law was clearly first. 

Q: Yes. Did the fireman come from the fact t ha t  you had a firetruck when you were a young 
child? 

A: Probably. And I got over i t  when I finally had to give the firetruck away I expect. 

Q: I see. (chuckles) Yes sir. So those were your main ambitions during your young years 
then. 

A: Really yes. I don't think I ever considered any profession except the law and ministry. 

Q: At tha t  time had you given any thought a t  all to being president of the United States 
a t  some time? 

A: Sure I suppose. Like all American boys do. 



Q: But you weren't seriously thinking of tha t  a t  that  time, tha t  you wanted to get into poli- 
tics? 

A: No. No I never really considered the possibility of going into politics. Maybe because 
I - I didn't know the avenues, nobody in our family a s  I said yesterday was involved in 
politics. 

Q: I was wondering, you mentioned tha t  your father's partner, Harry Newby, was it? was 
a county commissioner. Did you know much about his activities in that  respect? 

A: No I didn't really. I t  was - we had a close relationship, 1 always called him Uncle Har-  
ry, hut I don't even remember whether a t  tha t  time he was still a county commissioner. I 
think he was, but I think maybe he got out of i t  about tha t  time when he and my (lad were 
partners. I don't remember why. I think maybe - in my mind right now - I haven't 
thought about this, hut I think maybe he was dumped. I think maybe they - or maybe 
just beaten. 

Q: During those years were you aware of a ward committeeman or a precinct captain in 
the area? Did you . . . 

A: Never. Never, and there almost wasn't any such thing in La Grange. 

Q: Oh? 

A: The Republican organization even after the war when I came back, i t  was virtually 
nonexistent. You never heard from a precinct captain. 

Q: Was this because there was generally no need for i t  in that  area? The Republican party 
was strong enough that  . . . 

A: I think partly, sure. When I first took over a precinct, I remember i t  was a precinct 
in which I did not live. I t  was a - one of the very nicer precincts in the city, in La Grange, 
in the village. And in the election there were, I don't remember - 312 Republican votes 
and six Democrats or  something like that.  And I was kind of pleased that  my precinct 
would be like this. And one of the Republican judges took me aside and said, "George, did 
you see the vote?" I said, "Yes I sure did." And she said, "Have we had a lot of new people 
move into this precinct?" meaning six was too many Dcmocrats! 

Q: Oh? (chuckles) Were you able to do anything about that? 

A: No. I didn't know who they were you know. 

Q: Yes. How about the politics of the time? How much were you aware of the activities 
of the Kelly-Nash machine a s  it developed through the years? 

A: Not a t  all. Not a t  all. I guess I knew the name when I was a kid, but that  was really 
about the extent of it. But my family had quite a social conscience. One of the things that  
my mother got me to do when I was a little kid was get out my wagon, my - which I had 
outgrown the wagon - but on Thanksgiving week, after school - and I did this for years 
- I would s ta r t  down a t  the railroad track on Spring and I would pull that  wagon all the 
way from Spring up to Forty-seventh, which is ahout four blocks, five hlocks, go up and ring 
every doorbell and ask people for a can or something to give to the poor. And I'd come 
home with a couple of wagonloads of canned goods which we then took down and gave to 
the community nurse. And that  was kind of - you know, our contribution lo the welfare 
of the times. 

Q: You say, our. Was this a family-type action? 



A: Solely, solely. I was the only kid in La Grange who did it, and i t  was a t  my mother's 
prompting. 

Q: Again one of the family organizations of your mother then? 

A: Yes. That was a corporation sole. I was the only one in tha t  group! i 

Q: Well. (chuckles) Did tha t  spread a t  all? 

A: No. I don't think anybody else ever did it. And I never particularly liked it. I didn't 
do i t  because I liked to go up to the door and ring the doorbell and ask people to give me 
a can of brans for the poor you know. But through that,  I think, really 1 developed a social 
conscience which among other things resulted in my becoming president of Phillips Rrooks 
House when I was a t  Harvard, which a t  the proper time I'll tell you about. 

Q: Well do you think your mother might have had that  in mind, tha t  i t  was an  educational 
experience for you a s  well a s  being a philanthropical sort of thing? 

A: Probably. These other things were pretty educational things, like the stamp club and 
the music club. And 1 expect she thought tha t  I ought to have a social conscience and this 
was a good way to do it. . 

Q: She sounds like a remarkable person. t 
A: She really was, yes, she really was. (chuckles) And again by saying that  I don't mean 
to take any away from my dad because my dad cooperated fully in all these things and he 
would drive me down to take the cans down to the community nurse and participate in it, 
but of course he was full-time working, in the depression years. And my dad worked every 
Saturday. 

Q: Oh he did? 

A: Come home a t  noon yes. 

Q: Then Sunday was definitely a day of rest though? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Except tha t  you had a considerable number of activities. Evidently you went to church 
every Sunday. 

A: We went to churrh every Sunday. And not only did I sing in the Episcopal choir all 
those years, but the Presbyterian church started a choir. So I sang in both choirs for a 
couple of years. I'd sing a t  the nine o'clock or nine-thirty service a t  the Presbyterian church 
and ihen go to the Episcopal church kitty-corner across the street and sing a t  eleven, 

Q: Well! (chuckles) Did anyone ever look askance at that,  any of the old ladies? 

A: No I don't think so, I'm not sure they knew it. I was - but I didn't mind it, you know. 

Q: Yes. Now your mother organized within the home these things. Was she a joiner? Did 
she join the PTA [Parent-Teacher Association] and the Eastern Star and . . . 

A: Not a t  all, not a t  all. She . . . my mother could be a little bit irritating I think. She 
went to a circle meeting a t  the Presbyterian church one time, and the ladies were sewing 
diapers by hand, stitching diapers by hand. And the inefficiency of i t  so infuriated my 



mother tha t  she gathered up all the diapers, took them home, put them on the machine and 
sewed them all up in an hour and took them back you know! 

Q: Oh? (laughter) And what was the reaction to that? 

A: I don't know. (chuckles) But I can imagine that  the ladies thought, "What in the world 
was this lady doing!'' 

Q: "For heavens sake!" So she didn't continue with tha t  then? 

A: I'm sure she was in a circle a t  the church for years, but I don't know why I remember 
tha t  one incident except tha t  i t  struck me a s  being the sensible thing to do. You know, 
to get the diapers done more efficiently on a machine than having a hunch of ladies sitting 
around sewing on them by hand. (chuckles) But mother didn't - she was not a joiner 
a t  all. I don't remember PTA. I remember hearing her say, "I like woman, but I don't 
like women!" (chuckles) Meaning, you know, to get a bunch of ladies together in a 
club. She and dad played a lot of bridge together though and did things like that. They 
had a duplicate bridge club. 

Q: Now you had mentioned duplicate hridge - club you say? Did they go some place 
to . . .  

A: Traded around different homes. Well I'm not going to nearly be able to tell you 
everybody that  was in it, but the Jones and the Bercheids and the Hardies - unrelated hut 
spelled the same way - and my folks. But maybe there were just four couples. If there 
were just four couples, they played team-of-four duplicate. They probably did that. 

Q: Yes. So i t  was in the home rather than in church or someplace? 

A: Yes all homes, they just rotated around. 

Q: Well then, how about your father? Did he belong to any - like the Masons or anything 
that  you recall? 

A: No. No, dad wasn't a joiner either. I think partly . . . partly because he was busy and 
we didn't have any money you know. There wasn't - of course other people were joining 
who didn't have any money either, so i t  must have been inclination more than any lack of 
funds or anything. 

We finally joined the La Grange Country Club. I must have been about . . . i t  was probably 
in the late 1930's, or rnaybr 1940, right - probably about 1940. And my dad then played 
golf. No it was before 1940, i t  must have been because I was in all the way through high 
school. I t  must have heen 1936 or 1937 tha t  we joined because I think through my high 
school years we were members of the club. In those days i t  cost something like fifty dollars 
to join the 1,a Grange Country Club or maybe a hundred dollars. Now it's something like 
six thousand dollars. 

Q: It's somewhat comparable though because of the times I guess. 

A: Yes sure, yes yes. And my dad therefore played golf almost every weekend. Usually on 
Saturday afternoon. 

Q: Did you play with him? 

A: Once in a while yes. But I was still kind of a littlc kid then you know and I never espe- 
cially liked golf. I played with my friends some. But we played tennis. My dad checked 
me out on tennis but he was quite a lot older than I. My mother was forty and my dad 



was thirty-eight or nine when I was born. So they were quite a little older than I was. 
But nevertheless my dad - I remember playing tennis my very carly days with my dad. 

Q: Was he a good tennis player? 

A: Workman-like tennis player, you know, but he knew how to handle a racket. And he had 
a tennis racket. But he really stuck with golf a s  he got older. 

Q: Was there swimming then a t  the club? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Prior to tha t  time was there a community swimming pool t ha t  was available to you there? 

A: No. That  was before the days of community swimming pools. At  least I don't - there 
wasn't one there. 

Q: So you didn't have an  opportunity to do much swimming during the summer then I guess. 

A: Except when we had the cottages. Remember we had cottages a t  Long Beach for a couple 
of years and then Twin Lake for a couple of years. But there was no YMCA [Young Men's 
Christian Association] pool that  I recall. And what swimming 1 did was a t  summers up 
a t  the cottage, that's where I learned how to swim. There was a country club in Long Reach 
tha t  we belonged to and I used to swim there. 

Q: Long Beach? 

A: Indiana. It's right near Michigan City. 

Q: Oh I see. 

A: I remember the year they built the pool there. I was probably six or eight or something 
like that  and that's where I really learned how to swim. I never was a very good swimmer 
but I swam my fifty widths so I could get my gold star  or my name on the chart or some- 
thing. 

Q: I gather the sense tha t  a good deal of your play activity, as with the toy soldiers on the 
living room floor and tha t  sort of thing, was inside. Did you do much playing outside a s  
a child? 

A: Sure. We played Kick the Can in the street regularly. I was introduced to basketball 
in sixth grade, and I have spent an enormous amount of my life playing basketball. We 
played outiloor basketball through a lot of the winter, just played all the time 
outdoors. And I played on the grammar school team and the high school t,cam and the col- 
lege team and I played semi-pro basketball all the way through law school. 

Q: So a good deal of your time outdoors was taken up with basketball then? 

A: Yes. 

Q: I suppose year-round. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you have a basket on the garage there a t  home? 

A: I did not. I t  wasn't - there just wasn't room for it. There was a tree right there. Rut 
Ned Munger, the fellow who wrote tha t  book that  I showed you yesterday, his folks put up 



a hoop in their backyard. In those days there weren't a lot of baskets around in people's 
yards. But when I was in sixth grade Ned was in sevcnth grade and I really started to 
play in his backyard with a backboard nailed against a tree, i t  was nailed right on the 
tree. And then several of my other friends, particularly a fellow by the name of Pete 
Molthop, who livcd in the four hundred block on La Grange which was then called Fifth 
Avcnue, had a basket in his backyard and we played there a lot. And Bobby Racine who 
lived fairly close also had one and we played there. 

Q: Now you say you were introduced to i t  in the sixth grade. Was there any particular 
s tar t  or did you just s tar t  shooting baskets? 

A: Just  started shooting baskets. Somebody said, "This is a basketball, let's go see if we 
can put i t  through the hoop," you know and we started just like any little kids do. I started 
out with two, Ned Munger and his cousin, who were both a year older than I was. And 
then guys in my class started to play and we played in the gym a t  grammar school and 
went from there. 

Q: Now you had an  indoor gym there also in addition to the . . . 

A: Yes, yes. 

Q: How about coaching there? Did the gym teacher - was he pretty good a t  teaching you 
how to handle a ball and all that  sort of thing'! 

A: I don't really remember tha t  the grammar school coach did much other than just get 
us out there. He taught us how to dribble and what a double-dribble was and things like 
that. 

Q: I t  wasn't really formalized if one of the teacher had to get you to dye your shirts purple. 

A: Yes, yes that's true, yes. 

Q: But you did, evidently, with tha t  sort of support have a kind of a fan club for your play- 
ing. 

A: Yes we did and the mothers used to come around a little bit and watch us play. They 
were all right-after-school games. 

Q: Who did they play with? 

A: I was on the Cossitt School tcam. I played forward and Dave Wood was the center who 
has been a friend of mine ever since. Dave is a lawyer a t  Mcnermott, Will and Emery, 
is now down a t  Florida. And Pete Molthop who has been one of my dear friends and Dave 
Wrisley, who are - you'll hear more about them over the next few hours, played on that  
team and Bob Racine. I would guess maybe the five of us were the first string. But I played 
forward. nave Wood was taller than I was in eighth grade. As a matter of fact Barbara 
my wife was taller than I was, in seventh grade she was taller than I was. 

Q: You outgrew her then finally? 

A: I did - hut one summer - I grew five inches the year betwcen eighth grade and my 
freshman year in high school. I can't believe i t  but that's my recollcction, 1 grew five inches 
tha t  onc summer. I just sh-h-h-h-h - you know, I just took off. 

Q: I know our son did much the same thing and that  was a bad summer for him, or year, 
in that  he was so lethargic through the year. We had to push him to do anything. Did 
you find tha t  occurring? 



A: No not really. I ate  like a horse when I was a kid. I just ate  all the time. And I was 
the skinniest kid you could imagine. As a matter of fact, in about the summer of my 
seventh grade I would guess, there was a federal judge in La Grange, a federal judge who 
lived in La Grange. His name was Judge Barnes, a highly-respected federal judge in 
Chicago. And he had two sons, one of whom was one of my very good friends, Paul Barnes, 
Bud, Bud Barnes. And Bud was a heavyset stocky kid. And he had a younger brother, 
Doug, who was equally heavyset and stocky and all of Mrs. Barnes' kids were stocky 
kids. And she was just sure tha t  my mother wasn't feeding me enough. So they invited 
me up to their cottage in Green Lake, Wisconsin, one summer. That was probably seventh 
or eight grade. 
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A: And we went up there for two weeks tha t  summer. And I ate more than Mrs. Rarnes' 
fa t  kids combined, all of them you know. And she was perfectly content, and was just the 
nicest person. Both of those boys were killed during World War 11. They were both killed 
in the Battle of the Bulge. 

Q: Oh is that  right? 

A: And i t  had an enormous effect on Judge Barnes, you know, his two youngest sons. I 
saw the Barneses some after that. As a matter of fact after I practiced law Judge Rarnes 
sent some cases to me. But i t  was just a very sad thing you know, to lose his two boys. 

Q: That's remarkable, both in the same area. 

A: Yes. Within about a week of each other. They weren't in the same unit but they were 
both in the Bulge. And everybody got caught and when the Germans came through on the 
Bulge there was a lot of guys got hurt. 

Q: Yes sir. Well your mother evidently wasn't a poor cook then. Did you have special 
things that  you wanted her to fix for you? 

A: My mother never liked to cook. 

Q: Oh she didn't? 

A: That's why she had a maid all the time. And she said, "Anybody who can read can 
cook." 

Q: Oh? (chuckles) Well! 

A: The big problem was I was never hungry a t  breakfast. And therefore they really tried 
to give me good things a t  breakfast. 1 can remember having lambchops and small steaks 
for breakfast trying to fatten me up, in high school a t  least. 

Q: Yes. 

A: Everybody was afraid I was going to get killed on the basketball court you know. 

Q: But i t  didn't bother you particularly. 1 
A: You know, I was embarrassed I guess because I was so skinny, my ears were so big, but 
there was nothing I could do about it. 

Q: Yes sir. (chuckles) Let's see, was there a park in the area there near where you . . . 
















































































































































































































































