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Preface 

This marmscript is the prduct of tape-recorded intewiews conduct& 
by P. J. Wagg-aman for the Oral History Office on March 10, 1988. 
Florence Hardin transcribed the tapes and F'rancie S-taggs edited the 
transcript. M r .  Bmsch reviewed the transcript. 

Charles W. Jr. has been a Springfield Rotary Club m e n h r  since 
Banker 19, 1947. In his monologue Mr. Bms& tells of his service 
as chairman of the district conference and his t a m  as club president. 

Readers of the oral history memir should bear in mind that it is a 
w i p t  of the spken word, and that the intaxiewer, m t o r  and 
editor sought to preseme the infomml, conversational style that is 
inhermt in such historical sources. Sangamon S t a t e  Universiw is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and citd freely. It may not b 
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, elecrtronic or mechanical, 
w i t h o u t  permission in wri t i r lg  frmn the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State Universiw, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 
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CZlarles W. Brce&, Jr., Springfield, Illinois, Marcrh 10, 1988. 

A: I am Cha~les  W. Bmsch, Jr. I joined Rotary on Dxxaker 19, 1947, 
forty years ago. I was sponsored by I 1 W l 1  Carroll Neal, of the WCVS 
Radio station. My classification was considered nonalcoholic 
beverages. My Rotary assigrrments and responsibilities w e r e  numerous. 
In 1951, Wm. H. -ley was elected president of the Springfield Rotary 
Club. Mabemhipwas approxhmtely 230. I was chosen b b e  the 
chairman of aur districk conference, scheduled for Springfield. I was 
chosen to be the club president during 1954 and 1955. prior to this 
date our club was really managed by our longtime secretmy, Roy T. 
Jefferson who had --three years of perfect attadmce. Rotary 
then had their m private office in mid-bl& of S e v e n t h  Street, 
between Mams and Monroe. Just shortly before my becoming president, 
our secretary, Roy Jefferson, died. Our bard decided that our club 
needed to establish a memrial for our loqtime, faithful, dependable 
secretary. since Roy was interest& in Boy Scou t i ng  and having made 
them m y  personal contributions over the years, it was decided that 
the Scouts needed an additional building to serve as a ccrmmissary and 
sick bay for the Sccutls Club a t  the I&. This then, was &osen to 
be the m r i a l  and was dedicated as the Roy T. Jefferson Manrial 
Building. Springfield Rotary met at the lake and Wcated the new 
buildjng w i t h  good a-ce of Robrians throughout the Abraham 
Lhcoln S m u t  Council, involving many counties -ghat this area of 
the state. 

Our Flow board decided ta establish a furmjlraising program of sane 
t y p  to pay for the Jefferson memorial. !lhis wasn't a very popular 
decision among sane nmtxrs. This was the only th anyone could 
mmber where our c lub  ever attempted to raise for sue a 
purpclse. Many felt our club was too dignified. W fundraising 
prqmm was established and called "The World We Live In.I1 We sold 
tickets to the affair scheduled for two or three nights in the 
Springfield High School auditorium. %he program consisted of pictures 
shm on a large screen prepared, I think, by Life magazine who sent 
one of the ccllultry's best known c~mmentators ~onarrated ea& 
pi*. The psogram consisted of pictures of the world prior to any 
inhabihnbanduptothecurrentdate. Thisshmbetxnethetalkof 
thetcrwnandat.tendancewasvezygmk. Ourclubwasnotcharged 
arrything for t b  program or for the narrator, providing all profits 
went Im charity, which was case. 

I don't want to fail to give much d t  also to one of our longtime 
mmkxs, Mr. mul F. Wanless, who had his employees .b build the 
Jefferson -rial at his cost, a considerable savings for our club. 
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Charles W, Brosch, Jr. 3 

W i l l  Taylor w a s  the editor of the Sprirqfidd rrotary Review for thirty 
years and an active rmrhr for thirty-- years. W i l l  mylor died 
shortly theream. 

One .of the mny btaest~ m n a l  w i e n c e s  in Rotary was my 
getting acquaintd with the Rotary president from Saigon. We met in 
Seattle, Washington during the international convention in 1954. He 
and I exchanged many letters and gifts for several years depicting 
scenes of each other's countries. He had a strong desire for anything 
pertaining to Abraham Lincoln. For safe reason, our cammication was 
stopped. I still have ~ r m e  of his letters in my f i l e .  I have always 
felt that my association and activities in Rotary h d p d  n-e 
considerably with my m y  other expriences in the business world. I 
w i l l  close off my remarks by say*, llThank you, Rotary, for helping 
me in m y  ways.'I 
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