Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape-recorded interview conducted
by Reverend N. L. McPherson for the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, May 19, 1975. Liz Curl transcribed the tape and
Linda Jett edited the transcript.

Lottie Bridgewater was born in Columbia, Kentucky on January 25, 1877
and died November 22, 1978. After her husband died and left her a young
widow she moved to Springfield, Illinois to live with her father. In
Springfield she found domestic work and despite her busy schedule, she
also did volunteer work at the hospital. She was active in the

National Baptist Convention's women's auxiliary and did her share of
local church work. She recalled what it was like being black in
Springfield versus the South.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator

and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that
is inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is
not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.
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Lottie Bridgewater, May 19, 1975, Springfield, Illinois.
Rev. N. L. McPherson, Interviewer.

Q. Mrs. Bridgewater, I understand you have been in Springfield, what,
for about fifty years?

A. Something like that, yes.

Q. Where did you come from?

A. Kentucky.

Q. What part?

A. Danville.

Q. Danville, Kentucky. You were born there?

A. I was born in Kentucky.

v. Columbia.l (tape stopped and started)

Q. So, Mrs. Bridgewater, you were born in Kentucky?

A, Yes.

Q. Yes. And I understand it's Columbia.

A, Yes.

Q. Did you have other brothers and sisters?
A. No. All the family's passed away but me.
Q. 1Is that right? But you did have some.

A. Yes. I had two brothers and three sisters.
Q. Okay, and they all passed away.

A, Except me.

1 g . .
V. indicates another voice in the room, the narrator's daughter.
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Q. Okay. Now . . . . (inaudible talking in background) All right,
and so you came to Springfield. What brought you to Springfield?

A. Well, I married Charlie Bridgewater and he died, and my father
had me to come to stay with him. He lived on Kansas Street, 2320
Kansas Street. And he told me to come here and bring the children,
he would help me (tape stopped and started) with the children. We
stayed with him for a while. Then he left and went to Indianapolis
to see about some . . . see about something and he died while he was
there,

Q. Oh, is that right? (pause) Did you have to go over there for the
funeral?

A. Yes, I had to take a bus or something and go there. And then when
they had the funeral, I had arranged to come out of the funeral and get
the bus to the train because T had to come back to Springfield. (pause)
So, I got back that evening late, and I was working on Pasfield at that
time, I believe, with somebody. And I had to go back to work the next
morning.

Q. Were your other brothers and sisters there to help you with the
funeral arrangements?

A. No, no. They had all passed away but one.
Q. Oh, is that right?
A. And she had me to come to the funeral.

V. Mama, that was at your father's funeral you're speaking about.
Well you know, Aunt Virginia died later.

A. 1 say, that's what I've been talking about.
Q. Okay. About how old was he when he died?
A. Oh, he was eighty.

Q. Is that tight? I see. Okay. Another thing I would like to find
out from you (tape stopped and started) is that your father invited
you to Springfield.

A. Yes. When the children were small, to help me with them.

Q. Now . . . go ahead.

A. The oldest one was fifteen, and she (points to daughter) was four
and couldn't go to school yet, and she had to wait until she got six,

T believe, and then she could go to Matheny.

V., I never went to Matheny. I started to school at Iles.
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A. And Gussy was nine and so she went to Matheny. And that was all.
Then I had this work with the lady to take care of.

Q. This is something that we want to talk about now that . . . What
were your children's names, by the way? The names of your children.

A. My children?
Q. Yes.

A. The little one was named Malinda and the next one was Gustavia and
the oldest one was Mary,

Q. Okay. Now, you said you were working on Pasfield.

A. Over on Pasfield Street.

Q. Yes. You remeﬁber the name of the family you worked for?
A. No. Seems like . . . I can't yet remember.

Q. Yes. That's okay. (tape stopped and started) Now when you worked,
what kind of work did you do?

A. Housework.

Q. Housework.

A. Cleaning and washing and ironing, and . .

Q. Did you cook for . .

A. Yes. Sometimes we'd have parties and cook for . . . . If I'd get a
little extra I'd go out and fire furnaces. 1'd walk from here to—-1
guess it was First Street--and make up a furnace fire every morning for
a lady, old lady. And then go on from there to work. Her name was—-—
forgot her name. Can't remember her name.

Q. But then you would leave from there and go on to work?

A. Yes. Go on to another job.

Q. Now, you'd work all day?

A. Yes. All day. I had pretty good health. I didn't have to stop
because I was disabled or anything.

Q. I see. So, Mrs. Bridgewater, you would walk from—-where were you
living at the time?

A. 2320 East Kansas Street.

Q. I see. And so you'd walk from there, 2320 East Kansas, all the way
over to Pasfield?
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A. Yes.
Q. And you'd walk back in the evening.
A. To save bus fare you'd walk back.

Q. Yes. Now, how long did you work over there? Do you remember?

o

Don't remember. Many years.
Q. All right, then how long did you live at 2320 East Kansas?
V. Not too long.

A, And then . . . I went on South Seventeenth Street to work for Lawyer
Davis' house. And he wanted his house . . . . And T hunted all around
until I found this lot. And then I've been here ever since. And I had

to pay them a hundred and fifty dollars, and then he gave me my contract.
Used to be trees all out there. And I was out sweeping leaves one morning
and somebody passed this way, and he says, '""Madam, do you'--it was a

white man—-"own vyour home?" And I said, "Yes." And he said, '"What do
your husband do?" I said, "He died, and I'm running it.'" He said, "Oh,
you get help from Africa." And I says, '"No, I . . ." It was an awful

struggle to pay for the home.

Then I started working for somebody else named Taylor. And, he was a
contractor and he built houses and he told-~he went to the building and
loan and told them that he wanted to fix my house for me. And this same
old house he made it different, put all these things--changed it all
around, then I paid the .

Q. Savings and loan.

A. . . . contractor—-—savings and loan company. And for years and years
I've been trying to pay for it.

Q. And you'd work, a day's work, and pay for it.

Ao YeS.

Q. And also, in the meantime, send your children to school.

A. Yes. And it went on a good while, and by this time they had got good
size, and I sent them to Louisville to the university. And the oldest one
to Nannie Burroughs in Washington.

Q. I see. So you have paid for your house then?

A. Yes, I've paid for it.

Q. Yes. I see you put siding on it and all that.

A. Yes. And I was working for——it was a house next door there and I
bought that one.
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Q. Oh, is that right?

A. I was working for a man named Mr. Troxell and I would keep track of
my payments until I got him pretty well paid. And I was just about
through paying, and I told him. I said, "My book shows that I have
finished paying you for that."” He says, '"Oh no, you owe three hundred
dollars more." Well, I went on and worked and paid the three hundred
dollars and I told him that I had paid--showed him the little book, and
he said that he'd see whether I owed him any more or not. Then I got
me a lawyer just to see about it and didn't have any more trouble. I
didn't have to pay him for the lawyers. They just told him that I had
already paid him.

Q. Well, did you-~did the lawyer find out whether or not you owed him
the three hundred dollars?

A. Yes. I give him the little book and then he went to this
Q. Company?

A. . . . this company and told them that, '"Lottie's paid you all she
owes you. Why don't you give her her deed?" Then different ones would
be calling him and asking him about the little house next door, wanting
to buy it. And he would say, 'Lottie's bought this little house, and
she's paid for it, and T don't have a house." Somebody told him they
wanted to buy the house--his house on Seventeenth Street. He said, "I
don't have a house on Seventeenth Street.'" And they told him about the
little house next door, and he said, "That's Lottie's house.'" Had an
awful time trying to keep things straight.

Have little (coughs) trees out there in the back, a peach tree, a

apple . . . (tape stops and starts) Go out there and pick them apples,
peaches and one thing and another. Then I went and got some chickens to
raise a little-—chickens, I thought that would help. And the lady on
the alley there, at least they--they'd say, '"What've you got them
chickens here? You don't raise chickens in town." I said, "I'm not in
town." And they'd do so many little mean things to me, but I didn't
talk back to them. (pause) 1I'd just take it and go on. I wouldn't
talk back to them. "What do you want with chickens? What do you want
with but one house? You can't live in but one." T didn't answer. I
thought it would help me to rent it out and help make a living. But,
had to tear it down. Somebody went and knocked the porch——part of the
porch down and I didn't know how to have it fixed then, but I know now.

Q. And so, where was that house located?
A. Right next door.

Q. Right next door to this.

A. Yes.

Q. Oh, is that right?
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A. 1213. And this is then 1214, and this is 1215,

Q. You also bought this other place--this other house .
A. On the corner.

Q. . . . on the corner.

A. That was way after I got paid for all these other things. I thought
it was sitting there empty and I'd try to get it and fix it up for--to
make some money coming in, I thought. And, Mr. Knox, he was a
commissioner, he said we'd--they've done broke the windows, throw rocks
and break the windows out—-have to tear it down. It wasn't healthy to
have old houses in the neighborhood. But I got some people to--my
daughter and some people--Mary helped me. They helped me to pay for it
and remodel it and get it rented out. So, well, they couldn't stop
that—-—couldn't stop it that way.

They had this lady's daughter and husband there for a while. They broke
[the] house open when they weren't--he worked at the post office; she
worked at a bank. And somebody went there and broke in their house and
took their checks and tore the living room all up. Well, they got uneasy
and afraid to stay there and they moved. So now there's a old white
gentleman there. They went there--well that's last year I guess——and he
worked at Pillsbury Mills, I believe he said. But I don't know whether
he had a farm or not. But anyway, he said he was gone fifteen minutes,
he thought. Somebody went in and took five dollars worth of his money,
broke in the back door. 8o, the way we rent this building out, through
the First National Bank, and he has to go there and pay his rent. And
if he needs the yard cut, why, take out enough to cut his yard, whatever
he'd have to . . . But, of course, we tried to get everything ready

for convenience and everything, and he hasn't complained. I guess he's
gsot everything fixzed up. The living room and bedroom, the bathroom and
kitchen and basement, got it all fixed up. And I think she said she'd
be through paying in a few months. But, they don't complain. Since
they've broke in, he's careful to lock any doors. At least my daughter
had a man to go there and put kind of something on every door. She had
to do these doors like that too.

Q. Yes, I see. Yes, safety locks.

A. FEvery door. They tried to break in here one night and we have nothing
to break in about. They usually break in to get money. We don't have it.
S0, she was downstairs, and she kept hollering at them to go leave that
window alone, and hollered and hollered. And after while she says, "I'm
calling the police." She called the police, but by the time the police
got here, they wasn't out there. They went all around the house and
everything.

Q. I see. Now, I understand also that you, along with sending your children
to school and buying these houses and all, that you did all this on just
days' work.

A. Yes.
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Q. Days' work.

A. Days' work. Just worked out by the days. Sometimes I'd go four
places a day.

Q. Oh, is that right?

A, Yes, and work up into the night. And then I was accused of scrambling
around after dark somewhere. 1 was snooping around in the dark, after
light. Everybody else was gone home from work and I was snooping around.
Well, somebody—-some people couldn't have me, at least I couldn't go to
them in the daytime.

Q. Yes, in the day.

A. And I'd go to them late in the evening, and that made you work up
into the night.

Q. That's right.
A. And I wouldn't of--and then I'd walk home. Had awful hard times.

Q. Now, what kind of treatment did these people for whom you worked--did
they treat you nicely?

A. Some of them did., Now one of them was always accusing me of--they
couldn't find this and that and the other—-couldn't find so-and-so-and-so.
"What did you do with my so-and-so?" T didn't have it. And one lady was
always losing her earring--she was pretty well-to-do--and so she said she
put them of the buffet in the dining room. And I says, 'Your earring's
on the dining room buffet!" 1 says, "What're you putting your earring--—
T didn't know you dressed in the dining room." She said, "I had them on
my ears and I took them off." And I said, "What kind were they?" She
said, "They were my new ones with the little blue set in them." T said,
"You have them on your ears." '"Oh, oh, oh." That's what she thought
about laying them there, but when she come down, she forgot to lay them
there, because she was going to accuse me of taking them, or I was going
through everything.

So . . + . Then another one was always wanting to give me something to
eat--fix something. "I"11 fix you something." And so 1'd see her over
at the cupboard fixing me a glass of water and she reached up in her
little box and got a little black thing out——I don't know what it was~-
and dropped it in this water. Then she had me to sit down at the table
with them——the white don't have you sit down at the table with them—-and
had me to sit down at the table with her and I guess eat a little of what
she had there, and I didn't drink the water., And she said, "Drink your
water." I just put the glass up to my mouth and set it down. I didn't
drink it. And I guess I would have been dead if I had. But I didn't
drink it. I don't know what that was she put in there. It was an awful
thing. Little things like that I've gone through some . .
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Q. Well, was it somebody that you weren't getting along well with or
she was a .

A. Yes. Oh, when they're going to do something to you, they're going
to be awful kind to you and pretend like they wanted to give you something.
But I never would take nothing much. At first, when I come, if people

would offer me something I'd take it and, "Thank you.'" But after I seen
that was the idea, of giving me something and then accusing me of taking
it, I quit taking anything they'd offer me. And so . . .

One old man, Thomas——-I worked for their family--and they was very nice
and always wanted to do something, bring in something from the farm or
something. But, I found out that they were pretty~~had it a hard way to
go themselves--and if they had two going they could use, they'd give it
me, because I'm willing every day of the week, and even work on Sunday.
So I had it a hard way.

Q. And they were nice to you.

A. Yes. Thomas was nice to me. 1 got along with them pretty well. But,
when he was on his sickbed, he says, "Lottie, could you take care of a
farm?" I says, '""No, I have no way, no way of taking care of a farm."

I never thought about him giving me a farm. And he offered me this farm,
And T didn’'t know, I just thought he was joking or something, and I
didn't-~didn't take nothing he offered me. But he was a pretty nice old
gentleman. He had people to do him up to. But he was always very nice
and his wife would pay me for the day's work, but I got so I wouldn't
take anything they give me because they could accuse you of stealing it,
you know. They could say, "You got in my so-and-so and I didn't give it
to you,'" or something like that, when they told you to take it. So I
didn't--never would take nothing because you don't know when they're
going to accuse you of something. So I had a hard way but I just toughed
it out.

Q. Yes.. And when Christmastime came did they give you any bonus or
anything l1ike that?

A. Well, most of them would give me five dollars. Five dollars. And
this woman that put that in that water, she would give me five dollars.

Q. Did you continue to work for her after you saw her put the .

A. Yes. T just went on and worked for her but I wouldn't eat there no
more. I wouldn't eat anything there anymore. And when I got ready to go
to England, she give me five dollars. Now there's one lady that I worked
for, when I told her that I was going to take this trip to the Baptist
World's Alliance, she gave me twenty dollars.

Q. Oh, is that right?
A. Wasn't very many of them would do that though. Just a few of them that

I had been with a long time. And I never would try to take things
because they would accuse you of doing things so much.
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Q. I see. Now, so you did go to the Baptist World Alliance.
A, Yes.

Q. And this was in 19557

A. Yes, 1955.

Q. Where was it held?

A. London, England.

Q. Oh, it was held in London. Now did you tour Europe after you attended
the World Alliance?

A. Yes. We had to take a trip. We was on the plane three times and
we passed Egypt and Laos, I believe, and I can't remember the different
places ., . .

Q. I see here you went to South Hampton.
A. Yes. We went to South Hampton. And many places, many places.
Q. Was this your first time going abroad?

A, Oh yes! My goodness, yes. (laughter) We lived on a farm and in
the winter we could do the—-after I was grown and I got--borrowed the
money from a loan company to go, and I'll tell you, it was an awful
thing.

Q. Is that right?
A, To pay it back.

Q. To pay it back. And all this you had to——you didn't have any source
of revenue coming in other than your day's work.

A. No. No, no, none coming in. You'd work. Now, most of the time after
I got good working every day--got ten dollars a day--well, I walked to
save a dime or two to get bread for the children. And after I sent them
to college, why I was here by myself, see, and then I could work long as

I wanted to and come home long as I wanted to and to send them .

People wrote long time~—come on home. T come home one day and that one
then come from school and got in the basement window.

Q. Now, I understand also, along with this trip that you had some other
places you went, you went to Cairo, Egypt.

A. Yes,

Q. And according to your itinerary, you went to Beirut, Lebanon. Did you
see——did you go to Jerusalem?
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A, Yes. We went to Jerusalem and there we went to the Baptist . . .
we went to Baptist something.

Q. Baptist World Alliance meeting?

A. Yes. And then we went to-—-there was something else there that
was . . .

Q. Now when you went to Jerusalem, did you go and do you remember some
of the places that you went?

A. Garden of Gethsemane. And then the Baptist—-there was a river there.
Do you see her picture? That's at the cave. Let's see they had, river—-
here's her picture--like Jesus was baptized.

Q. Jordan.

A, We saw that river. And they had service, gone to Gethsemane right
there, on the banks. And the ministers, they had service on the banks

of this river. And then you go right around from that service to the
Garden of Gethsemane,

Q. Oh, T see.

A. And the right under a little thing, there was--I thought it was a lady
sitting there, but she had--it was a lady from here up. Then the rest of
her was a dog.

Q. 1Is that right?

A. And I'1l tell you~—they'd tell you how it happened but that wasn't
interesting . . .

V. Mt. Zion., That's her picture. Oh here, here's some more of it. Now
this is at the entering of the cave, Mama, and this is over across the

waters, too.

Q. Let me see now. Is there~-I notice you are on this picture here.
Now this is the picture-—where was this now you say, Mt. Zion?

A. Well, yes, somewhere along there, then I went in with two of the . . .

V. There's two women there. And you said it was at the Mt. Zion—-that's
a mountain there. And there's . . .

A. You have one there——another one there that . . .
Q. This one?
A. Yes.

Q. Now where was this taken?
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A. That was some kind of a cave, wasn't it? Let's see.

Q. Well, could this be the sepulcher where he was buried?

A. Maybe so.

Q. This cave.

A. T can't keep it in mind.

Q. Now these are some of the people who were on the trip with you?

A. Yes, yes. See I didn't know anyone particularly, so I just . . .

just make friends with you. And they had a old man for the . . . guide [The
guide had] a certain hat on. And he'd always tell you to watch this hat if
you wanted to . .

Q. I see. Now, how long did you spend in Jerusalem?

V. It tells there. (pause)

Q. I see, you're standing on the 29th day . . . Oh, I see you spend from
the 29th to the 31st in Jerusalem.

A, Yes. Yes.

Q. Well, were you very glad to go to the garden where Jesus prayed and
all of this stuff?

A. I'm glad to do that but it was awful tiresome. Oh, he just wore you
out. Because you . .

Q. Have to get up early in the morning?
V. That's a ship she went up on—-that's America.

A, And you just have to watch the guide and do exactly what the guide
says, and it was pretty tough sometimes.

Q. 1 see. But you made it anyway?
A. Yes.

Q. Well, this is a trip that a lot of people would be very happy to be
able to make.

A, Yes.

Q. Now I understand that despite all your expenses and so forth, that you
maintained a hogpital room in a--was this in West Africa?

A. A hospital room?
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Q. Yes. Monroeville, where you .

V. In Liberia.

Q. In Liberia?

A. Yes. It was a room there.

Q. And you paid for the equipment or just for the maintenance?

A. Oh yes, Liberia. That was a part of my exempted work. I furnished
a hospital room there. Paid for the trains to go in the hospital.

Q. You mean the bed and all this sort of thing?
A. Yes. Yes. (tape stopped and started)

V. You know like they have at Lanphier. I thought that was down--it
gets you at the hospitals upstairs.

A, I went and paid for this
Q. And so what would you do then? You'd have to send the money to them .

A. Yes, we had to mail the money--via the convention--and mail the money
to this hospital to make my payment.

Q. You don't happen to remember the name of the hospital, do you?
A. 1t was—wasn't it a Liberian hospital in Africa?
V. I don't know what it was, but anyway, maybe T can find it .

Q. Well, okay then, but it's amazing that you were able to do all of
these things and .

A.- Well, I kept pretty well when I kept asking God to take care of me.
V. She come back, Reverend, from .

A. You see . . . (tape stopped and started)

Q. Now how long were you gone to Europe, Mrs. Bridgewater?

A, Let's see. Seems like we stayed ten days and well I was gone almost
six weeks I think it was.

Q. Yes, well that's six weeks.

A. Yes. But you know, you don't waste no time, you're going from one
place . . .

Q. Yes. You must have been pretty tired when you got back. (laughs)
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A. Wow! Had to go to bed.

Q. But then when you came back, you attended a national Baptist convention,

didn't you?
A. Yes, it was Kansas City, I believe we went there.
Q. You attended a convention regularly. You were a regular delegate,

A. Yes, well I was a delegate from the national convention, and, oh,
my goodness, I was a committee [member].

Q. What committee you work on?

A. Well, I was on a committee for retired ministers and missionary and
I had to meet these conventions and pay .

Q. Dues?
A. Dues. So these ministers, you know, had retired, and missionaries.
Well, they always give them a little money, you know, and I was the

chairman of that committee.

Q. And you'd have to report—--now this was the women's convention you'd
report to?

A. Yes. Women's convention.

Q. So, you should know Miss Nannie Burroughs very well then.
A. Yes. My daughter went to school to her, you know,

Q. ©Oh, I see.

A. And she was--T stopped in Washington and she was going but she took
sick and wasn't able to go.

Q. Oh, is that right? To the Baptist World Alliance?

A, Yes.

Q. Is that right?

A. And so she had someone to take me to the—-I didn't get my passport
until at least—-—and then she had them to give me my passport, stopped

in Washington, and she sent me to a certain place and they give me my
passport.

Q. You didn't have much trouble getting it out--getting a passport?

A. No, didn't have no trouble. I didn't have no trouble in getting none
of the things. After we left out of Rome, some people got off there, and
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there was two seats on this boat. And some people-—two people got on

the boat, and of course, I'm—-three people can sit in a seat, and I was
next to the window--and these white people. And when they come down, they
told them that was the only seats they had. And they told him that they
wanted to be next to the window. And they said--told them that, "We have
no seat next to the window." And I was strapped in the seat right by the
window and they didn't make me get up.

Q. All right, so you came back. How long did you support this hospital
room?

A. Well, I paid for the .

Q. Oh, you just—-this was after you paid for it, somebody else carried
on the support of it?

A. Yes.
Q. Oh, you just paid for the equipment?

A, Paid for the equipment, yes. It paid them—-I think it was a couple

a hundred dollars or something. Didn't pay it all at once . . .
Q. Yes.
A. . . . conventions and all. And when I got that paid, why they just

told me that this room was paid for--a chair and a bed for this room,

and I guess we have pillows in hospitals. I guess that's what all I paid
for. Anyway, they toldme that that was . .

Q. The equipment, when it all was paid for.

A. Yes.

Q. Well, that's amazing. The Lord certainly multiplied your income.

A. I didn't get to see this furniture because we didn't go to this .

Q. You didn't go to Liberia?

A. Didn't go to Liberia, but just sent the money.

Q. Now, did you have this furnished before you went or after you came back?
A. Had what?

Q. Did you have the equipment for this room, furnished to the room before
you went to Europe or after you came back?

A. Well, we had to pay for it all along. They send the money—-I never

did see it . . .

Q. Oh, I see.
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A. . . . just give the money to the committee, to the chairman.

Q. I see. If you had gone to Liberia, no doubt you would have seen
it.

A. Yes. And we didn't get to go to Africa. We saw some children from
Africa, but we didn't get to--wasn't assigned to go there.

Q. I see. That's very interesting. Now, I see also--oh, this was
your passport here?

A. Yes.

Q. Yes. So you used your passport that one time, you didn't have to
use it again? (chuckles)

A. No, we didn't have to use it no more. But I had one, seems like, and
seems like I got up on the boat to go to a little room—-you can't walk
around on this boat. You'd get sick at your stomach. And T guess I--
you just throw up, and so I did. There wasn't no way to--nothing to put
[your] head on, and I just opened my purse and did it on my books and
things.

Q. Is that right?

A. And then I got that one, I guess. Well, I just kept pretty well.

Q. T know this year you have from the women's convention--this was a
certificate given to you. Oh it's a certificate of life membership.

A. Yes.

Q. So you're a life member of the National Baptist Convention, women's
auxiliary?

A. Yes.

Q. How much did you have to pay for this? Twenty-five dollars?

A. I believe.

Q. Yes. I see. Now, did you go to the 1953 [convention] held in Miami?
V. Yes.

A, Yes, I went that way, too.

Q. 1Is that right? That's the year Dr. Jackson was elected president.

A. President, yes. Yes. Just sitting and listen to Dr. Jackson's
speeches and . . . Everybody was pretty nice to me.
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Q. Then I think we need to--I understand that this, despite all the
work that you did, two and three and four jobs, that you did do volunteer
work at the hospital.

A. Yes. With every . . . Sunday morning—-I couldn't, didn't have no
other time. Every Sunday morning, I went to the Hospital--Memorial--
and picked up the trays, and give them coffee and water, whatever the
patients need. And then they asked me to go to the third floor on the
north corner and pick up some trays in one room. And I went up to that
room and when I went into the door--see, there's one high bed here. A
lady's bed, and one on that side, sort of low. There was three people
in there, and this one was in the high bed when I stepped into the door.
It was like they come in here and she's there. She says, "What are you

doing in here?" I says, ''Whatever the boss tells me to do." 'Well,
there's nothing in here for you to do, you can go on out. Just go on out.
There's nothing T want you to do." She was a white lady.

Q. Now, this was a patient?

A. Yes. And these other two was patients, they was white, too. But

they never said nothing, only just accepted me as giving them some fresh
water and taking out the trash. Well, the next Sunday I went up to pick
up the trays again. Be somebody else'd pick it up during the week, you
know. And this old white lady, she must have been from South. She says,
"Here you are in here again!'" T never answered. Just picked up the trays
and put fresh water and changed the flowers and went on out.

And there was one side-~~T think there's two or three men in there-—and T
don't know whether anybody would wait on them or not. And so when T got
to the door to pick up their trays, one of them says, ''There she is.
There she is. Thank you very much." And I went to another bed, "There
isn't anything T want you to do. There's nothing for you to do here. I
don't care for anything. All mine's all done." The trays was sitting
there. The boss told me to pick them up. I didn't know what to do. But
I got them out, picked them up and took them on out and they didn't hit
me or anything. Had it tough all the way. Anything I went to do, it was
tough.

Q. And then you'd leave from the hospital, after you'd done your .

END OF SIDE ONE

Q. Now you had to be at the hospital at eight o'clock?
A. Yes, start picking up trays, and fixing their flowers and giving them
water, or what——extra coffee, whatever they wanted, the patients. But

I--some of them was pretty sick.

Q. Then by nine o'clock you had to be at Sunday school?














































