
Preface 

This manuscript i s  t h e  product of a t ape  recorded in te rv iew conducted 
by Mar jor ie  Taylor f o r  t h e  Oral  His tory  Off ice  on A p r i l  16, 1973. 
Kathie Back t r ansc r ibed  t h e  tapes  and Marjor ie  Taylor e d i t e d  t h e  
t r a n s c r i p t .  

Teaching has occupied more than twenty years  of Ruth K. B r a s e l l ' s  l i f e .  
Her c a r e e r  began a t  t h e  small  country school  of West Poin t ,  I l l i n o i s ,  
a f t e r  she a t tended  Western I l l i n o i s  Teacher 's College i n  1910. 
Following a  1 4  year  i n t e r r u p t i o n ,  she  resumed teaching i n  1928. In 
1948, she witnessed t h e  merger of he r  country school  wi th  the  l a r g e r ,  
in-town d i s t r i c t  of Arenzvi l le .  She continued t o  teach  i n  Arenzvi l le  
u n t i l  he r  re t i rement .  

M r s .  B r a s e l l  r e c a l l s  t he  uniqueness of a  one-room schoolhouse where 
c h i l d r e n  a t e  win ter  lunches warmed on top of t h e  c o a l  furnace,  whi le  
teacher  served a s  j a n i t o r ,  nurse,  and su r roga te  mother. Between he r  
marriage i n  1914 and 1928 when she  was widowed, she  was a  fu l l - t ime 
farm wife. She recounts  those  days; t h e  r a i s i n g  of Rhode I s l and  Reds 
and s e l l i n g  t h e i r  eggs, he r  e a r l y  fai lure-- then success--at breadmaking, 
and the  p repa ra t ion  of t h re she r  d inners  f o r  up t o  f i f t e e n  hungry men. 

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t he  in te rv iewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  is  
inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  i s  not  
r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor f o r  views 
expressed the re in ;  t hese  a r e  f o r  t he  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without  permission i n  wr i t i ng  from t h e  Ora l  History Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Ruth K. B rase l l ,  Arenzvi l le ,  I l l i n o i s ,  Apr i l  16, 1973 

Marjor ie  Taylor,  Interviewer.  

Q: Mrs. Brase l l ,  I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  begin by t e l l i n g  us  something 
about your own educa t iona l  background, and perhaps i t  too included one-room 
schools ,  and then your p ro fe s s iona l  t r a i n i n g  a s  you prepared f o r  teaching.  
Did you go t o  a country school? 

A: Oh no. 

Q: Where did you go t o  school? 

A: I went t o  school  i n  Plymouth, I l l i n o i s .  Then we moved t o  Beardstown 
and from t h e  t h i r d  grade on, I continued t h e r e  u n t i l  I graduated i n  t h e  
sp r ing  of 1910. And i n  1910 I a t t ended  Western I l l i n o i s  Teacher 's College. 
Then I continued year  a f t e r  year  a f t e r  year--well, I wouldn't say t h a t  
e i ther--for  s e v e r a l  years  u n t i l  I was married. I was married i n  1914. I 
taught  f o r  t h r e e  and one-half years.  Was married January 27th. Of 
course,  I married a farmer and I q u i t  teaching then. Had I been l i v i n g  
i n  t h i s  age, I would have continued teaching  even though I was married; 
bu t  a t  t h a t  time I thought ,  and my husband thought,  t h a t  a farmer 's  wife  
should be a fa rmer ' s  wife.  He married me t o  t ake  c a r e  of m e ,  no t  t o  he lp  
make t he  l i v ing .  ( l augh te r )  So t h a t  ended my teaching ca ree r  then. But  
i n  1914 . . . 
Q: Where were you teaching a t  t h a t  time? 

A: West Poin t ,  I l l i n o i s .  I t 's  s t r a i g h t  ou t  t h e  boulevard from 
Beardstown about t e n  miles.  

Q: And you q u i t  teaching i n  t h e  middle of t h e  year then? 

A: Yes I d id ,  i n  January. 

Q: Did you come he re  t o  t h i s  house then? 

A: Oh, no. No, we l i v e d  on t h e  farm. My husband was a farmer and I 
enjoyed farm l i f e  immensely. I ' v e  always loved the  country and loved 
teaching i n  t h e  country. The school  was b e a u t i f u l  a t  West Point  wi th  
timber a l l  around i t ,  t h e  country c h i l d r e n  coming in.  It was a g r e a t  joy 
t o  me. Then, a f t e r  my husband's dea th  i n  1928, I began teaching aga in  a t  
West Point  where I began i n  t h e  f i r s t  place.  And I continued t h e r e  u n t i l  . . . f o r  twenty years  and t h e r e  I had a l l  e i g h t  grades.  However, no t  
a l l  a t  t he  same time because some of t h e  grades were combined. 1 found 
i t  a g r e a t  p leasure  t o  teach  i n  a country school.  I had always gone t o  
school  i n  town and I really f e e l  t h a t  a teacher  who has  never taught  a 
r u r a l  school  has  r e a l l y  l o s t  something va luable .  
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1t 's wonderful t o  teach  i n  a country school  and have t h e  ch i ld ren  05 a l l  
ages and one might th ink ,  "Well, how could you do i t ? "  But where 
t h e r e ' s  a w i l l ,  t h e r e ' s  a way. 1 seemed t o  f i t  r i g h t  i n  wi th  i t  so 
n i c e l y  t h a t  I not iced  t h a t  even t h e  l i t t l e  ones-we d i d n ' t  have workbooks 
then a s  we do now, you know, but  t h e  l i t t l e  ones learned so much from the  
o lde r  ones. For i n s t ance ,  one day- i t  was a t  r e c e s s  o r  t he  noon 
intermission--I walked p a s t  t he  desk of a l i t t l e  boy who was s t i l l  
s i t t i n g  there .  Be was i n  t h e  lower grade,  I th ink  second, maybe t h i r d ,  
wi th  a book open t o  a poem t h a t  he j u s t  loved, but  e i t h e r  t he  seventh o r  
e igh th  grade had, I f o r g e t  which i t  was. But anyway, i t  was about a 
horse  and t h a t  boy loved horses .  I was amazed, extremely amazed when I 
saw t h a t  t he  c h i l d  could read i t ,  but he was j u s t  e n t h r a l l e d  with h i s  
s t o r y  and he kept  on reading.  I d i d n ' t  t h ink  he could, bu t  he could read 
i t  and t o  t h i s  day Wilbur s t i l l  d e a l s  wi th  horses .  I venture  t o  say you 
know him--Wilber P a r l i e r .  

Q: Oh, yes. Now he has a couple of boys doesn ' t  he? 

A: One, I th ink  j u s t  one. I met j u s t  one--David. Does he have two? 

Q: Well, then I ' m  wrong. 1 know who you mean. Back i n  t he  second 
grade? 

A: Yes, oh yes. I had him a l l  through t h e  e i g h t  grades,  a l s o  h i s  
b ro the r ,  Melvin. 

Q: And he picked h i s  hobbies e a r l y ,  d i d n ' t  he? 

A: Yes! Oh, he has show horses ;  he goes a l l  over ,  and Marilyn, t h e  
s i s te r - - they  only had one s i s te r - - she ' s  i n t e r e s t e d ,  too. She has a very 
va luab le  horse and he w a s  showing h i s  horses  some p lace  o r  o t h e r  and was 
unable t o  have he lp  and Marilyn went down t o  help him. Very capable.  

Q: So i t  was a horse  t h a t  r e a l l y  taught  him t o  read? 

A: I presume, and you should have heard t h a t  boy read it. It w a s  
marvelous ! 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: It was j u s t  i n  him. 

Q: He saw a need t o  read? 

A: Yes. 

Q: How many p u p i l s  would you have i n  t h i s  country school? 

A: I ' m  a f r a i d  t o  say f o r  sure .  I thought i t  was between 32 and 34, but  
l e t ' s  not exaggerate.  I'll say 32--the most I had a t  any time--and I 
be l i eve  t h a t  is c o r r e c t ;  but ,  of course ,  a s  t he  years  went on, i t  dwindled 
down u n t i l  we only had a few and then  we had t o  go i n  wi th  Unit  27. 
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A: Is t h a t  Arenzvi l le?  

A: Y e s .  Of  course,  Unit  27 hadn' t  e x i s t e d  a l l  t h i s  time, bu t  I always 
considered myself i n  Unit 27  because i t  t akes  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and more, too ,  
of course. 

Q: Did you go t o  summer school? 

A: Oh yes,  year  a f t e r  year  a f t e r  year  a f t e r  year  I went t o  summer school.  
Most of my c r e d i t s  a r e  from Western I l l i n o i s ,  and then  I took ex tens ion  
work wi th  ISNU [ I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  Normal Univers i ty]  and Univers i ty  of 
I l l i n o i s ,  and then  . , . Manhattan Univers i ty  of Kansas. 

Q: Univers i ty  of Kansas a t  Manhattan, I guess. 

A: Yes. And, another  course . . . 
Q: Did you work f o r  a degree, o r  d id  you work f o r  courses  you f e l t  would 
he lp  you i n  your teaching? 

A: I worked f o r  t h e  courses  t h a t  1 thought would help me i n  what I was 
teaching. That ' s  what I worked f o r ,  and I enjoyed it. 

Q: Well, you saw something t h a t  would he lp ,  and t h a t ' s  what you did.  

A: O h ,  yes. 

Q: Did you go up t o  Macomb and s t a y  i n  t h e  summers? 

A: Oh yes. There was only one year  t h a t  I went t he  whole summer, t h a t  
i s  t h e  two terms. But year  a f t e r  year  a f t e r  year  a f t e r  year ,  I took 
e x t r a  work. 

Q: You probably had more c r e d i t s  than needed f o r  a degree i f  they 'd j u s t  
been spread around a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t l y .  

A: No, I d i d n ' t ,  I c a l l e d  M r ,  B r i m  t h i s  morning t o  make sure.  I wondered 
i f  I w a s  very s u r e  about i t ,  s o  I c a l l e d  t h e  superintendent  i n  t h e  year  
of 1927, of Triopa [consol ida ted  school  d i s t r i c t ] ,  and he s a i d  102-113. 

Q: That 's  no t  far o f f .  

A: No, but  I was always s o r r y  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  have a degree but  I had--not 
boas t ing  a t  a l l - -but  I had a marvelous experience t h a t  was a marvelous 
help. 

Q: I t h i n k  people were f o r t u n a t e  t o  have had you f o r  a teacher .  

A: Well, thank you. I ' v e  been t o l d  t h a t  many, many t imes,  

Q: I ' v e  heard t h a t  many times. A s  someone s a i d ,  "You must g e t  Mrs. 
Brase l l ,  she's had such wonderful experiences teaching." ( l augh te r )  
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A: Well, I loved it. Any teacher  must love  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and love  t h e i r  
work and put  t h e i r  whole l i f e  i n t o  i t ,  and t h a t ' s  what I d id .  

Q: Do you th ink  t h a t  teaching has  become such a business  now t h a t  we've 
l o s t  t h a t  l i t t l e  touch? 

A: I t h i n k  some of them may have, no t  a l l  though. I ' m  very p o s i t i v e  of 
one t h a t  h a s n ' t  l o s t  i t .  ( l augh te r )  

Q: Your daughter. 

A: Yes. She's a very d i l i g e n t  t eache r ,  very ,  very ,  very  much so. she ' s  
dedicated.  There's no mistake about  it. 

Q: Could you t e l l  me about t he  curr iculum t h a t  you had i n  t h e  country? 

A: I c a n ' t  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  was much d i f f e rence .  We had a good curr iculum; 
we had a wonderful l i b r a r y .  Our l i b r a r y  was s a i d  t o  be one of t he  b e s t  
i n  t h e  county, of t h e  r u r a l  schools .  My d i r e c t o r s  were very,  very  good 
t o  g e t  what I asked f o r  u n t i l  we were we l l  suppl ied.  I had wonderful 
d i r e c t o r s ,  they cooperated so. 

Q: Who were some of them? 

A: William Nies t r ad t  was one of t h e  f i r s t  ones,  and M r .  Hackman--I 
f o r g e t  h i s  f i r s t  name, h e ' s  long gone now. E a r l  Hackman's f a t h e r .  
La t e r ,  Ea r l  was a d i r e c t o r .  And William Winkleman, and then l a t e r  a f t e r  
they passed on, t h e r e  was Arthur  N ies t r ad t ,  Ed Dahman, Amelia Talkemeyer, 
George Winkleman, Ea r l  Hackman . . . and t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  a l l  I r e c a l l .  

Q: They probably s tayed on f o r  q u i t e  some time. 

A: Oh, they d id .  They d id .  They were very good and consc ien t ious  
d i r e c t o r s .  They kept  t he  school  up and, of course,  when I f i r s t  t aught ,  
I taught  i n  t h e  o ld  bui ld ing .  When I went back t o  teaching aga in  a f t e r  
my husband d ied ,  t h e r e  had been a new bui ld ing  put  up. It was a l ove ly  
school ,  however, two years  ago i t  was burned. 

Q: Did t h i s  new bui ld ing  have f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  hea t ing  food a t  noon, o r  
how d i d  you handle t h a t ?  

A: Yes, we heated food a t  noon. Our furnace--there was a p l ace  on top 
where we could set something, and I used a bucket t o  put  water i n ,  and 
t h e  c h i l d r e n  would br ing  whatever food they wanted warmed i n  jars. A t  
r eces s ,  I ' d  put  t h a t  bucket up t h e r e  and pu t  t h e  j a r s  i n ,  and when noon 
came, they had a n i ce ,  ho t  lunch. 

Q: It wasn't any bother  t o  anybody e i t h e r .  

A: Oh no, no, and they enjoyed i t  so  much. ( l augh te r )  I took a g r a t e  
over--it was r a i s e d  up along t h e  edge, you know--and I could put  t h a t  
g r a t e  ac ros s  there .  I t h i n k  I took i t  out  of my o ld  icebox. I made 
t o a s t  f o r  t he  youngsters.  The government would g ive  us  b u t t e r  and honey, 
t h e  b e s t  honey you ever  could have ea ten ,  and those c h i l d r e n  how they 
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brought t h e i r  bread--no, they brought t h e i r  own b u t t e r ,  I believe--bread, 
b u t t e r ,  and honey. It kept  me kind of busy making the  t o a s t ,  bu t  I 
d i d n ' t  mind. They loved i t  and 1 loved t o  do i t  and the  amell of t h e  
t o a s t  was good. ( l augh te r )  

Q: Well, t h i s  was the  su rp lus  commodities during t h e  depress ion  time. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did they ever  a s s i g n  a cook t o  your school? 

A: Oh, no. No. 

Q: I know some of t he  schools  did.  Well, you just handled i t  yourself  
then. 

A: Oh yea. Oh, yes ,  another  d i r e c t o r  was Henry Hansmeier. Lula Hansmeier, 
perhaps you knew h e r ,  she  taught--Lula Roegge now. She taught ,  too. 
Henry w a s  one of t h e  d i r e c t o r s .  However, those commodities were c u t  of f  
because one of t h e  d i r e c t o r s  d i d n ' t  approve of i t ,  because w e l l ,  somebody--the 
taxpayers-were paying f o r  t h a t .  

Q: You weren't  very  happy about t h a t ,  were you? 

A: No, i t  d i d n ' t  mat te r  t o  me, bu t  t o  the c h i l d r e n  because they enjoyed 
t h a t  honey. It was f i r s t  grade honey, now. (laughs) 

Q: Not much money involved e i t h e r ,  was there?  

A: No, and t h e  c h i l d r e n  enjoyed it. It was good f o r  them. ( l augh te r )  

Q: Did you have water i n  t h e  school  bu i ld ing?  

A: No. No, we brought i t  from t h e  pump, and about t he  washing f a c i l i t i e s ,  
I heated water a l so .  I had a p i t c h e r  t h e r e  and 1 ' d  hea t  water i n  t h e  
bucket and put  i n  i n  t h e  p i t che r .  So a t  noon, when they washed t h e i r  
hands, I poured t h e  warm water over t h e i r  hands. W e  d idn ' t  have paper 
towels then,  they brought t h e i r  own towel,  and they had clean hands t o  
e a t  t h e i r  lunch. 

Q: What about t h e i r  water, t h e i r  cups? Did each c h i l d  br ing  a cup, o r  
d id  you have paper cups? 

A: Yes, each c h i l d  brought h i s  own cup. 

Q: Did you have any program f o r  immunization o r  anything of t h a t  kind? 

A: No, we d idnt  t. 

Q: And no pub l i c  h e a l t h  nurse  t o  come around? 

A: No. 
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Q: Well, I th ink  you took c a r e  of them, though. ( l augh te r )  

A: Well, I th ink  we never had anything contagious i n  t h e  school  t h a t  I 
know o f ,  un le s s  you might say  pinkeye. I j u s t  remember one o r  two had 
pinkeye, I be l ieve .  One boy had i t  and, b l e s s  h i s  h e a r t ,  he d i d n ' t  want 
t o  acknowledge he had pinkeye, so he thought t h a t  he'd go t t en  gaso l ine  i n  
h i s  eye. ( l augh te r )  By t h e  way, I had t h e  boy's t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  i n  school ,  
too. And my neighbor t h a t  j u s t  moved out  t o  a new home a s h o r t  t i m e  
ago--I have new ones he re  now--I had him and h i s  o the r  bro ther  and two 
sisters i n  school.  Then, when Bob moved over here ,  I had t h e i r  e i g h t  
c h i l d r e n  i n  school ,  but  I had them a f t e r  I went t o  Arenzvi l le  school ,  but  
1 had a l l  e i g h t  of them. 

Q: What family was t h a t ?  

A: Bob Clark 's .  Bob was i n  t h e  bank i n  Arenzvi l le .  

Q: It doesn ' t  sound l i k e  you ever  had any d i s c i p l i n a r y  problems, 

A: Well, I d i d n ' t  t o  speak o f ,  I don ' t  bel ieve.  I c a n ' t  t h ink  of any, 
a t  a l l .  We go t  along r e a l  n i ce ly .  Oh, sometimes they'd g e t  ou t  of l i n e .  
Of course,  I had t o  t a l k  t o  them, bu t  no t  punish them. They knew I l i k e d  
them; they knew I loved them, and they 'd come ac ros s  and I ' d  t a l k  t o  
them. Oh, t h e r e  was one boy, one day he go t  q u i t e  ou t  of humor because I 
asked him t o  be q u i e t  when I was expla in ing  some a r i t h m e t i c  problem t o  
another  c h i l d ,  and he continued and I asked him again,  and he went ou t  
and banged t h e  door. I don' t  remember i f  I ta lked  t o  him about i t  o r  
not.  But anyway, f o r  a few days he wouldn't speak t o  me, and each morning 
when he came t o  school  I always gree ted  him with a cheery, "Good morning." 
F ina l ly ,  he came ac ros s  and he was one of my b e s t  f r i ends .  M t e r  he 
f i n i s h e d  t h e  e i g h t h  grade, he'd go by wi th  t h e  farming implements and 
he'd wave the  b igges t ,  you know. 

Q: He probably wished he was back. 

A: I ' d  venture  t o  say, You have t o  take  i n t o  cons idera t ion  a g r e a t  many 
th ings ,  and look over a l o t ,  and have compassion, and f e e l  t h a t  t h e  way 
t h e  c h i l d  feels--kind of take  t h e i r  p a r t  i n t o  your own h e a r t  and th ink  i t  
over. But t h a t  d i d n ' t  amount t o  anything. 

Q: I ' v e  heard s t o r i e s  about t he  bad boys who would go t o  t h e  win ter  term 
of school.  Have you ever  heard those  s t o r i e s ?  

A: ( l augh te r )  I ' v e  heard of them, bu t  I never had any t h a t  j u s t  came t o  
t he  win ter  school.  ( l augh te r )  

Q: I wonder when t h a t  p r a c t i c e  stopped. You s a i d  you began teaching i n  
1910. 

A: We had six month school  t o  begin wi th  and, of course,  t h e r e  was no 
sp r ing  term. I don ' t  remember when i t  was, then  we had seven months, and 
then  we went on u n t i l  a t  l a s t  we had n ine  months. 
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Q: What was t h e  pay i n  1910? 

A: The marvelous sum of f o r t y  d o l l a r s .  

Q: Since you, your se l f ,  d i d n ' t  a t t e n d  one of t hese  very e a r l y  country 
schools ,  you j u s t  don ' t  know about t h e  bad boys i n  t h e  winter  who put  t h e  . . .  
A: No. I had some good s i zed  boys, bu t  no t  overage, no t  oversized.  
Some were p r e t t y  good s i z e d  f o r  t h e i r  age,  but  no t  oversized.  

Q: What percentage would you say went on t o  high school  a t  t h a t  time? 
Was i t  t h e  gene ra l  t h ing  t o  go on t o  high school ,  o r  t o  go back t o  t h e  
farm? 

A: It was the  genera l  th ing  t o  go on t o  high school ,  bu t  I would be 
a f r a i d  t o  venture  on t h e  percentage,  (pause) I th ink  away back when . . . I would say no t  more than 25 percent  i n  1910. 

Q: Now, something e l s e - t h i s  was i n  t h e  Arenzvi l le  community-would they 
go t o  t h e  pa roch ia l  school  f o r  a year ,  t o  t h e  Lutheran school? Was t h e r e  
much of t h a t ?  

A: Not a g r e a t  d e a l ,  no. Now, l e t ' s  see. There were--I had two c h i l d r e n  
over he re  t h a t  came f i r s t  t o  me--the Wessler children--and then went on 
t o  pa roch ia l  school ,  before  they went i n t o  high school.  That was a f t e r  I 
l e f t  i n  1910. They d i d n ' t  go t o  pa roch ia l  school  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h a t .  
Well, and not  immediately a f t e r  because I remember see ing  Albert .  When I 
went p a s t  school ,  Alber t  was s tanding  t h e r e ,  i n  c l a s s ,  s tanding  up, and 
he looked out  as I went by. ( l augh te r )  

Q: Well, t h a t  would be preceding confirmation then,  t h a t  they 'd go t o  
t he  school? 

A: Yes. 

Q: I ' m  wondering how c l o s e l y  you cooperated wi th  o t h e r  schools.  Were 
t h e r e  any organiza t ions  among r u r a l  t eache r s?  

A: No, n o t  e spec i a l ly .  We had our  r egu la r  reading c i r c l e  meetings, and 
then that included a g r e a t  a r e a  of Cass County, and we always enjoyed 
them. Of course,  [ a t ]  t h e  reading c i r c l e  meetings, we'd g ive  book r e p o r t s  
and so  on. I remember when I had my f i r s t  book r e p o r t  t o  give. I was 
r a t h e r  nervous about i t  u n t i l  i t  came time t o  g ive  i t ,  and then I wasn't  
a t  all. I could have t a lked  and t a l k e d  and ta lked .  

Q: Do you remember the  book? 

A: No. 

Q: Were those books t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  philosophy of education. 

A: Oh yes,  yes. 
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Q: Techniques of teaching? 

A: Oh yes,  and e a r l y  educa tors  and t h e  l i k e  of t h a t ,  bu t  I don ' t  
remember t h e  one t h a t  I happened t o  r e p o r t  on a t  t h a t  time. 

Q: Did t h e  l i s t  come "rom t h e  county super in tendent ' s  off ice-- the books 
t h a t  were t o  be approved f o r  reading? 

A: I ' m  s u r e  i t  did.  

Q: Now, t h i s  would be i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r egu la r  t eache r ' s  i n s t i t u t e ?  

A: Oh, yes. Yes. 

Q: So i t  was r e a l l y  an in - t r a in ing  s i t u a t i o n .  

A: Oh, yes. Yes. 

Q: Was t h e r e  cooperat ion and exchange wi th  s tuden t s ,  f o r  games and 
p i c n i c s  and th ings  of t h a t  kind? 

A: No. 

Q: You each d id  your own? 

A: That 's  r i g h t .  We d id  our  own. 

Q: Would you have s p e c i a l  programs during t h e  year? 

A: Always. Always. We always had a b i g  Christmas program, and they 
were love ly .  There was a  t eache r  from Chicago o r  a  suburb of Chicago. 
She had a  r e l a t i v e  t h a t  l i ved  t h e r e  i n  our d i s t r i c t  . . . it seems t o  me 
a  r e l a t i v e  of Richard Nies t rad t .  You know Richard, don ' t  you? No, no, 
no. Maybe a  s is ter- in- law of ~ i c h a r d ' s ,  she  was the  one who came. She 
s a i d  i t  was the  b e s t  r u r a l  program t h a t  she had ever  seen. 

Our Christmas programs were based on t h e  Christmas idea ,  no t  Santa Claus. 
Our programs would have done for a church any place.  The people loved i t  
and t h e  c h i l d r e n  d id  so  b e a u t i f u l l y .  I had some very,  very good singers-- 
[among my s tuden t s ]  Katherine N i e s t r a d t ,  M r s .  James Dick, and t h e r e  were 
many o the r s .  And among t h e  boys, I had some boys with wonderful voices .  
Oh, how they sang! Our programs were simply beau t i fu l .  When M r .  Chapman 
w a s  our super in tendent ,  I i n v i t e d  him t o  come t o  our program, and he d i d  
and he was pleased. I t h i n k  he was g r e a t l y  su rp r i s ed .  

Q: Did you have a piano t h e r e  i n  t h e  bui ld ing  then? 

A: Yes. Yes, and ~ a t h e r i n e ' s  mother would come t o  p lay  f o r  us--I d i d n ' t  
play--Katherine's mother would come and play f o r  us  day a f t e r  day a f t e r  
day. Oh, we did so much p r a c t i c i n g  t o  have i t  j u s t  r i g h t .  I remember 
when we had "We Three Kings of Or ien t  Are," you know, and how they  marched 
around and all, and, of course,  t h e  manger and a l l ,  and the  l i t t l e  g i r l s  
a t  each end of t h e  manger. Oh, i t  was b e a u t i f u l !  And t h e  wise men and 
a l l .  It was b e a u t i f u l ,  j u s t  b e a u t i f u l .  Mary was so  good--Katherine's 
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mother--so good t o  come and p r a c t i c e ,  t o  p lay  f o r  t he  ch i ld ren  t o  
p r a c t i c e ,  and Richard was good, too. He made t h e  shepherd 's  crooks. 
Af te r  West Point  was c losed ,  I gave t h e  crooks t o  our  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church 
and they used them there .  Well, I guess they were s t i l l  t h e r e  and burned 
when our church burned. 

Q: That was a tragedy. 

A: Oh yes,  bu t  we have a b e a u t i f u l  church now. 

Q: I ' v e  seen i t  from t h e  o u t s i d e  and i t ' s  lovely.  

A: Come sometime and v i s i t  us. We have a marvelous min i s t e r  t h e r e  now. 

Q: I heard hlm play t h e  organ one time. I thought he was j u s t  
tremendous--he and h i s  wi fe  both. 

A: Oh yes,  he and Mrs. Wegehoft, too. ~ h e ~ ' r e  both very t a l en t ed .  

Q: You're fo r tuna te .  

A: I should say. We have a marvelous min i s t e r .  

Q: Would you have refreshments  a t  t h i s  Christmas program? 

A: No, we d i d n ' t  have refreshments.  O f  course,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  always got  
a good-sized t r e a t ,  but we d i d n ' t  have refreshments .  

However, occas iona l ly  i n  t he  country school ,  we'd have a pot luck  d inner ,  
and, oh, how t h e  c h i l d r e n  enjoyed t h e  pot luck  dinner .  And, of course,  
t h e r e  were some of t he  d i shes  t o  be heated,  you know, and we could hea t  
them. They enjoyed them beyond measure and, of course,  t h e r e  were always 
th ings  l e f t  over. And one time one of t h e  c h i l d r e n  s a i d ,  "Well, we have 
enough f o r  d inner  tomorrow. Why don ' t  we j u s t  l eave  i t  f o r  tomorrow?" 
And we did.  It kept  very n i ce ly .  It w a s  i n  t he  win ter ,  you see ,  so  i t  
kept  co ld  and n ice .  

Q: Would these  d inne r s  be a t  noon o r  a t  n igh t?  

A: A t  noon. 

Q: Parents  would come i n  and sha re  t h e  lunch, then. 

A: No, j u s t  t h e  ch i ldren .  They had potluck. I know t h e r e  was one 
l i t t l e  g i r l  who had a very d e l i c a t e  a p p e t i t e ,  ( l augh te r )  bu t  she would 
e a t .  One boy--he l i v e s  i n  Alaska now--when he came back, he came t o  
school  t o  s e e  me, too. ( l augh te r )  Bless  h i s  h e a r t ,  I j u s t  loved him--he 
and h i s  b ro the r ,  too. We had homemade i c e  cream one time and so he t o l d  
t h i s  l i t t l e  g i r l - - i t  was time f o r  t h e  dessert--and he s a i d ,  "You c a n ' t  
have i t  u n t i l  you c l ean  up your p l a t e ,  u n t i l  you e a t  everything on i t ," 
and she cleaned i t  up. Her mother was t h r i l l e d  t o  hear  i t  because she 
r e a l l y  had a d e l i c a t e  a p p e t i t e ,  and she  was so  happy t o  hear  how she  d id  
ea t .  I f  they happened t o  have a d e l i c a t e  a p p e t i t e  when we had those  
pot luck  d inners ,  they  d i d n ' t  have a d e l i c a t e  a p p e t i t e .  
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Q: That took c a r e  of it. ( l augh te r )  

A: And, oh, t h e  c h i l d r e n  j u s t  go t  a world of joy ou t  of i t .  

Q: Did you have box supper,  too,  sometimes? 

A: In t h e  e a r l y  years .  In t h e  f i r s t  yea r s  I taught ,  we had box suppers  
then, and I don ' t  know i f  I had more than one o r  not.  I remember I had 
one box supper. O f  course,  we had a program. I f  you hadn ' t  mentioned 
i t ,  I would have fo rgo t t en  t h a t  we ever  had a box supper. ( laughs)  

Q: The Christmas program was your b i g  program? 

Q: Would you have o the r  programs when the  pa ren t s  would come i n  i n  t h e  
evening during the  year?  

A: We d i d n ' t  have any evening programs. You see ,  we had no l i g h t s .  

Q: Well, what d id  you do on dark  days? 

A: Well, we had p l en ty  of window space. ( l augh te r )  I was very proud of 
our West Point bui lding.  A l l  a long t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  were the  b ig  windows, 
you know, and then  on t h e  south were the  smal le r  windows. I don ' t  be l i eve  
t h a t  we ever  su f f e red  f o r  l i g h t .  I th ink  we always had p len ty  of l i g h t .  
I know no one ever  complained, I never even thought of i t ,  because we 
weren't accustomed t o  i t  a t  school ,  you know. 

Q: Did you have a lamp o r  something f o r  an  emergency? 

A: No, we d idn ' t .  

Q: Nothing? 

A: No.  

Q: What kind of f u e l  d id  you burn i n  your furnace? 

A: Coal. 

Q: And who c a r r i e d  the  coa l ?  

A: I d i d ,  

Q: And c a r r i e d  out  t h e  ashes? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And who swept t he  f l o o r ?  

A: I did.  
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Q: You were r e a l l y  everything.  

A: I never f e l t  myself abused e i t h e r .  I wouldn't want anyone t o  say ,  
"Oh, t h e  poor th ing ,"  no. I enjoyed every th ing  I d id .  I kept  my 
schoolroom c lean ,  and t h e r e  was many a time when I l e f t  t h e  school  t h a t  
t h e  f i r s t  s t a r  was shining.  Much of t h e  t ime I walked. I loved t o  walk. 
I c u t  through the  f i e l d ,  ac ros s  t h e  f i e l d s .  La ter  on, I drove, o r  when 
my daughter was teaching--when June w a s  teaching--she would t a k e  me f i r s t  
and then come and g e t  me. Maybe she came and got  me and maybe she d i d n ' t .  
It a l l  depended. She would i f  I wished he r  t o ,  but  I l i ked  t o  walk. I 
l i k e d  t o  walk through the  country. I loved the  country so that--I 'd  s e e  
a l l  s o r t s  of t h ings ,  ar saw a l l  s o r t s  of t h ings  along t h e  way t h a t  were 
of i n t e r e s t .  I d i d n ' t  walk along a s  i f  I were j u s t  b l ind  t o  every th ing  
around me,  but i t  was b e a u t i f u l  and I enjoyed every b i t  of i t .  It d i d n ' t  
make any d i f f e r e n c e  i f  i t  was raining--I was prepared f o r  it. I f  i t  was 
snow, I was prepared f o r  i t ,  and i t  made no d i f f e rence .  

Q: Were you ever  forced t o  c l o s e  school  because of t h e  deep snow? 

A: No . . . maybe one time. That could have been on a Friday,  I don ' t  
remember. I c a n ' t  say f o r  sure ,  but  t h e r e  w a s  one time when such a bad 
s to rm came--a b l i zza rd  I would say--there was only one l i t t l e  boy t h e r e ,  
t h a t  l i v e d  near ,  and we watched the  snow t h a t  day a s  i t  d r i f t e d  and 
d r i f t e d  up a s  high a s  t h e  fence. Well, t h a t  evening a f t e r  school ,  h i s  
f a t h e r  came f o r  him. I c a n ' t  remember how he go t  through, bu t  anyway, he 
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  I go home with them. And I d i d ,  and I stayed a l l  n igh t ;  
then  my son go t  me the  next  day. But i f  t h e r e  was school  t h e  next  day-- 
i f  i t  was a school  day--we d i d n ' t  have school.  I ' v e  kind of f o r g o t t e n  
whether o r  not  t h a t  was a Friday o r  n o t ,  bu t  t h a t  was t h e  only time i t  
was snowbound. 

Q: Well, t h a t ' s  q u i t e  a record ,  I would say. Did the  c h i l d r e n  mostly 
walk t o  school ,  o r  d id  people br ing  them? 

A: Oh, i n  t h e  e a r l y  days they always walked. La ter  on though, they 
brought them, many of them, but  t h e r e  were many of them walked, too. 
Walking was good f o r  them. 

Q: ~ i d n ' t  h u r t  a th ing ,  

A: That ' s  what I always thought,  and when my c h i l d r e n  went t o  school-- 
they went t o  West Poin t ,  too,  t h e  f i r s t  year--they walked most of t h e  
time when the  weather was good, otherwise t h e i r  f a t h e r  would t ake  them. 

Q: Is West Point up t h e r e  on t h a t  Arenzville-Meredosia road? 

A: Oh no! I t ' s  out  t h i s  way, n o r t h  and west of here.  

: I wasn't sure .  What school  was t h a t  up t h e r e  on t h a t  road? Was t h a t  
Waggoner Bridge? 

A :  No, t h a t ' s  no t  Waggoner Bridge. Waggoner Bridge i s n ' t  t h e r e  anymore. 
That was . . . I was going t o  say  Lakeview, but no. Well, I c a n ' t  t h ink  
of t h e  name of t h a t  school  now . . . over t h e r e  on the  b lu f f .  
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Q: Well, t hey ' r e  nea r ly  a l l  gone now. O f  course,  West Poin t  burned last  
year ,  d i d n ' t  i t ?  

A: Yes, and oh, t h a t  was such a p i t y ,  My brother-in-law bought that-- 
w e l l  he owns t h a t  farm t h e r e  and he bought t h e  school  and a l l .  While i t  
stood,  Ora kept  t h e  yard w e l l  mowed, we l l  taken c a r e  of .  He's very 
p a r t i c u l a r  about t h ings  of t h a t  kind and he always kept  i t  i n  good 
condit ion.  

Q: Is i t  on the  same road a s  St.  P e t e r ' s  Church, only down f u r t h e r ?  

A: No, you go on f u r t h e r  and t o  g e t  t o  i t ,  you go p a s t  St.  P e t e r ' s  and 
the  f i r s t  t u r n  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  you c r o s s  t he  br idge,  and on p a s t  t h e  f i r s t  
house t h e r e  on t h e  l e f t ,  and then  t h e  f i r s t  road i n  through--past what 
used t o  be a timber but  I t h i n k  they 've c l ea red  t h a t  timber off--and 
t h e r e ' s  a road back, then,  t o  t he  West Point  a r ea .  

Q: Now, how f a r  is  t h a t  from here?  How f a r  would you be walking? 

A: Well, when I walked, I ' d  e s t ima te  i t  a mile  and a ha l f  perhaps,  
c u t t i n g  ac ros s  through t h e  f i e l d .  But around t h e  road--well, I never d id  
walk around. When we drove, we d i d  i f  t h e  road was too muddy through t h e  
f i e l d .  But going through the  f i e l d ,  I would say poss ib ly  a mi le  and a 
h a l f ,  I th ink  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  much. 

Q: What time would you l eave  home i n  t h e  morning? 

A: Well, ( l augh te r )  i n  t h e  win ter t ime I l e f t  about sunup, bu t  I always 
got  t o  school  ea r ly .  I wanted t o  have t h e  schoolroom warm when t h e  
c h i l d r e n  got  t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  was always th ings  t o  do. 

Q: Would you bank t h e  f i r e  and i t  would s t i l l  be t h e r e  i n  t h e  morning? 

A: Oh, yes. Yes, I always banked t h e  f i r e ,  and then i n  w in te r  I would 
go on Sunday af te rnoon and b u i l d  a new f i r e  and have i t  so i t  would be 
warm Monday morning. 

Q: They j u s t  d i d n ' t  know what they had when they had you. ( l augh te r )  

A: Well, I loved i t ,  That was j u s t  my l i f e ,  my c h i l d r e n  and school.  
That took up my t i m e .  

Q: I ' m  s u r e  i t  did.  Now, when d id  t h e  t a l k  of consol ida t ion  begin? 
When d id  people begin cons ider ing  t h a t ?  

A: When they f i r s t  began cons ider ing  i t ,  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  idea  a t  a l l ,  
because I was a f r a i d  i t  would t ake  us  i n ,  and I loved West Point!  L e t ' s  
see, we went in--I b e l i e v e  i t  was 1948 t h a t  we m e t  i n  t h e  town--and I 
th ink  they began t a l k i n g  about  it i n  1946 anyway. I know over a t  Western 
one summer, D r .  Bailey t a lked  about  t h e  wonderful buses and a l l  t h a t ,  and 
I wanted t o  s top  my ea r s .  I d i d n ' t  want t o  hear  i t ,  about our c h i l d r e n  
being taken i n t o  town, you know. I had t o  l i s t e n ,  bu t  I wanted t o  t e l l  
him how wonderful a school  we had, because i n  our c l a s s  t h e r e  were many 
t o l d  about t h e i r  schools  and about the work t h a t  t he  t eache r s  d id  t o  g e t  
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t h e i r  bu i ld ings  ready f o r  school.  I w a s  amazed t h a t  I s a i d  nothing about 
i t ,  bu t  our d i r e c t o r s  always took c a r e  of our  school ,  and I w a s  amazed. 
But t h a t  was over ,  I th ink ,  i n  Schuyler County o r  Hancock, one o r  t h e  
o t h e r ,  t h a t  those  t eache r s  were t a l k i n g  about ,  and I was amazed a t  t h e  
work t h a t  they d i d  t o  g e t  t h e i r  schools  ready. 

Q: What kind of work was t h i s ?  

A: Well, I t h i n k  one even spoke of doing some p l a s t e r i n g .  I don ' t  know 
how much, maybe patching t h e  p l a s t e r i n g ;  I don ' t  remember what a l l  i t  
was. A t  t he  d e n t i s t ' s  o f f i c e  one day, one teacher  s a i d  she pu t  a g r e a t  
p a r t  of he r  s a l a r y  back i n t o  t h e  school.  W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t !  I put  my 
energy i n t o  the  school ,  bu t  no t  my s a l a r y ,  I had t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  t o  b r ing  
up, because when t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  f a t h e r  d i ed ,  my son w a s  only a freshman 
i n  high school  and he was young then,  because he graduated when he was 
n ine teen  and he was only--sixteen o r  seventeen. I won't say f o r  su re ,  
bu t  he was young and I had my two daughters  i n  school ,  you see.  I had 
those  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  t o  br ing  up, s o  I cou ldn ' t  have put  my s a l a r y  back 
i n t o  my school ,  and my d i r e c t o r s  wouldn't have heard of i t  anyway. 

Q: Well, what kind of s a l a r y  d id  anybody g e t  t h a t  they expected them t o  
do a l l  t h a t ?  

A: I wondered. I d i d n ' t  a s k  t h e  lady;  I d i d n ' t  know her .  We j u s t  
t a lked  about school  and I d i d n ' t  even know t h e  lady ' s  name, but  she  was 
i n  D r .  Pence's d e n t i s t  o f f i c e  and I was too. But those  l a d i e s  t h a t  d i d  
so  much t o  g e t  t h e i r  bu i ld ing  ready, they were t e l l i n g  about i t  i n  c l a s s ,  
you know, and I thought ,  "Well, I don ' t  do t h a t .  My d i r e c t o r s  always s e e  
t o  that. ' '  

Q: What d i d  D r .  Bai ley say  about t h e i r  p u t t i n g  a s  much on t h e  bui ld ing?  

A: I don ' t  remember any r e p l y  t h a t  he made. I f  he made a r ep ly ,  I don ' t  
remember what i t  was. 

Q: They'd have t o  c l ean  t h e  bu i ld ing  and I suppose do some pa in t ing .  

A: I suppose. However, my c h i l d r e n  and I--af ter  t h e i r  f a t h e r  died and I 
went back--my c h i l d r e n  and I always went before  school  began and gave t h e  
bui ld ing  a thorough c leaning ,  but  then  every th ing  e l s e  was taken c a r e  o f .  

Q: Were you p a i d  e x t r a  f o r  being j a n i t o r  o r  was t h a t  j u s t  included? 

A: Oh no, t h a t  was included with my sa l a ry .  I d i d n ' t  a s k  f o r  anything 
more. When we were under t h e  supe rv i s ion  of Unit  27 f o r  one o r  two 
years ,  I w a s  suppose t o  have rece ived  remuneration f o r  tak ing  c h i l d r e n  
back and f o r t h ,  because they always rode wi th  me when I drove, you know, 
and I t h i n k  j a n i t o r i a l  work was included i n  t h a t ,  bu t  I never r e a l i z e d  
i t*  

Q: ( l augh te r )  Oh, i t  was one of those  promises. 

A: It w a s  one of those  promises. So I guess t h a t  w a s  overlooked and I 
d i d n ' t  even mention it. 


































