
P r e f a c e  

This  manuscr ipt  is  t h e  p roduc t  o f  tape-recorded i n t e r v i e w s  conducted 
by Don Richardson and Edward Palmer f o r  t h e  O r a l  H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  
Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  February ,  1972 and May, 1973. Linda S. 
Jet t  t r a n s c r i b e d  t h e  t a p e s  and Judy Haynes e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t ,  

A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  Bowman r e c e i v e d  h i s  Ph.D. d e g r e e  i n  1964 from 
P a l e  U n i v e r s i t y .  He t a u g h t  economics a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin and Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  P r o f e s s o r  
Bowman r e c a l l s  h i s  s t a y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Wisconsin,  Madison. 
While t h e r e  h e  was t h e  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  S t u d e n t s  f o r  a  Democratic 
S o c i e t y  (SDS) from 1965 u n t i l  t h e y  v o l u n t a r i l y  disbanded i n  1970. 
The n a r r a t o r  p r o v i d e s  a p e r s o n a l  and eyewi tness  account  of s t u d e n t  
a c t i v i s m  and t h e  Black s t u d e n t  s t r i k e  i n  t h e  t u r b u l e n t  s i x t i e s .  

Readers  of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir shou ld  b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a  
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  n a r r a t o r ,  
and e d i t o r  sought  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n f o r m a l ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e  
t h a t  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  such  h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e s .  Sangamon S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  i s  n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy  of t h e  memoir, 
n o r  f o r  views expressed  t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  are f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  judge.  

The manuscr ip t  may be  r e a d ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical ,  
w i t h o u t  pe rmiss ion  i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  O r a l  H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Don Richardson,  I n t e r v i e w e r .  

Q, T h i s  i s  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  John  Bowman concern ing  h i s  s t a y  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin,  Madison as a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  SDS [ S t u d e n t s  f o r  
a  Democratic S o c i e t y ]  Chapter  t h e r e .  

A ,  Take one. ( l aughs)  

Q.  Take one. The Bowman i n t e r v i e w .  I suppose t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  we ought 
t o  a s k  i s  w h a t ' s  your name? 

A. My name is John  D. Bowman. I l i v e  a t  318 Toronto Road and I j u s t  
tu rned  t h i r t y - e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d ,  and I h a t e  i t .  ( l aughs)  

Q. You ' re  a p r o f e s s o r  a t  Sangamon S t a t e  [ u n i v e r s i t y ] ?  

A. Yes, I t e a c h  economics. 

Q. Okay. Now w e ' r e  going t o  t a l k  abou t  t h a t  l i t t l e  s t i n t  t h a t  you 
d i d  a t  Wisconsin as a n  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  SDS Chapter .  How long  were  you 
t h e  a d v i s o r  t h e r e ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I a r r i v e d  a t  Wisconsin i n  September, 1965, and about  two weeks 
a f t e r  I was t h e r e  I became t h e  SDS a d v i s o r  and I was t h e i r  a d v i s o r  u n t i l  
they  v o l u n t a r i l y  disbanded i n  s p r i n g  1970, s o  t h a t  was abou t  a f i v e  
y e a r  p e r i o d .  

Q. Why d i d  you do i t ?  

A. I ' ve  n e v e r  known f o r  s u r e  why I was asked b u t  t h e  t h e n  s t u d e n t  of 
SDS, Marty T a n d l e r ,  came t o  my o f f i c e  sometime towards  t h e  end of 
September of 1965, and asked  me i f  I would be  t h e  a d v i s o r  t o  SDS. T h e i r  
p r e v i o u s  a d v i s o r  had been J a c k  Barbasch,  a l s o  a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  economics 
and i n  r e t r o s p e c t  h e  q u i t  a t  t h e  r i g h t  t i m e .  H e  t o l d  m e  once h e  saw t h e  
t r o u b l e  coming and g o t  o u t .  I d i d n ' t - - a t  t h a t  t ime I ' d  never  heard  of 
SDS s o  my f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  was what was invo lved  i n  t e m s  of work and i n  
tems of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  r u l e s  a t  t h a t  t ime? There  wasn ' t  much invo lved  
and s o  I s a i d  yes .  

Q. How b i g  was t h e  group when you took o v e r  t h e  job?  

A .  I ' l l  give you a number i n  a  moment, b u t  l e t  m e  e x p l a i n  why I ' m  
going t o  have t r o u b l e  a t  a l l  t i m e s  t e l l i n g  you what t h e  a c t u a l  membership 
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was. So l e t  m e  t e l l  you how they opera ted  f i r s t .  The r u l e s  they used 
a t  a meeting, t h i s  s o r t  of inc ludes  membership r u l e s  t h a t  anyone who 
showed up a t  a  meeting had a  r i g h t  t o  t a l k  and t o  vo t e .  And I never 
saw t h e i r  membership l i s t .  

Now t h e  f i r s t y e a r  o r  two t h a t  I was advisor  they supposedly had a t  
l e a s t  a l i s t  of o f f i c e r s ,  I never saw those  l i s ts  and f r a n k l y  1 never 
r e a l l y  knew what t h e  a c t u a l  membership was and t h e  r e a l  problem was--in 
t h e  r e a l  sense  I might even back-track and say I ' m  no t  s u r e  they w e r e  
an o rgan iza t ion  i n  t h e  s t r i c t  meaning of t h a t  t e r m .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  days 
I was t h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  yea r  perhaps somewhere from e i g h t  t o  twelve 
s t u d e n t s  would show up t o  a  meeting. Near t h e  end of t h e i r  r e i g n  and 
what l e d  t o  t h e i r  downfall  they c a l l e d  a  mass meeting and some twelve 
hundred people showed up. But I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  say what t h e i r  a c t u a l  
membership ever  was. 

And I ' d  l i k e  t o  s t r e s s  aga in  t h a t  i t  wasn't  c l e a r  t o  m e  t h a t  i t  ever  
r e a l l y  was a membership o rgan iza t ion .  There were members who d i d  pay 
some dues,  t h e r e  were o f f i c e r s  p a r t  of t h e  t i m e ,  probably a l l  of t h e  
t i m e ,  a l though a t o n e p o i n t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  went underground, s o  t h a t  one 
d i d n ' t  know who t h e  o f f i c e r s  were. 

But t o  qu ick ly  go through it aga in  then ,  t h e  f i r s t  yea r  I a t tended  maybe 
t h r e e  o r  four  meet ings and t h e  a t tendance  seemed t o  vary  from e i g h t  t o  
twelve s t u d e n t s  a t  a  meeting o r  people  p l u s  f e d s  [ f e d e r a l  agen t s ]  o r  
whatever.  The next  yea r  t h e  numbers had grown t o  maybe f i f t e e n  o r  twenty 
and t h e  t h i r d  yea r  which was g e t t i n g  towards t h e i r  peak of power and 
p r e s t i g e  and whatnot an average n o n c r i s i s  meeting might have been running 
around t h i r t y  t o  f o r t y  people showing up. The only t i m e  they had very 
b i g  t u rnou t s ,  t h a t  is i n  t h e  hundreds o r  more, would be when t h e r e  was a 
s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n  be ing  planned and they would c a l l  f o r  a  mass r a l l y  which 
meant then t h a t  most of t h e  people  who showed up w e r e  no t  formally 
members of  SDS. 

Q. What about t h e  people--the type  of people you would g e t ?  

A.  W e l l ,  a s  y o u ' l l  s e e  from t h e  no t e s  I wrote  down a n  answer t o  t h a t  was, 
we l l ,  one word "freaks."  Y e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  w e l l  t h e  
f i r s t  two y e a r s ,  t h e  t h i r d  year  not s o  c l e a r l y ,  i t  w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  easy 
f o r  m e  t o  gauge how m i l i t a n t  t h e  meeting would be by t h e  number of long 
h a i r s  t h e r e ,  both male and female. This  w a s a g a i n 1  stress 1965 t o  1966 
and 1966 and 1967 when long h a i r  was no t  q u i t e  a s  common. I n  t h a t  per iod  
most of  the--though not  a l l  of  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  and most bu t  no t  a l l  of t h e  
s e l f - s t y l e d ,  very  m i l i t a n t  o r  r a d i c a l  people were pursuing a r a d i c a l  l i f e  
s t y l e  a t  l e a s t  i n  terms of d r e s s  and appearance. So d r e s s  and h a i r  s t y l e s  
wereavant-garde f a r  t h e  t i m e  a r e  now common, 

I f  you t ake  a look a t  o t h e r  a s p e c t s ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  two yea r s  I would say  
t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  the l e ade r sh ip  and much of t h e  membership would c l e a r l y  
have been supe r io r  s t uden t s .  I n  t e r m s  of my c o n t a c t s  w i th  f a c u l t y  a t  
Berkeley and Michigan and o t h e r  campuses. The e a r l y  yea r s  a t  l e a s t  i t  
was t r u e  t h a t  t h e  membership were amongst t h e  very  b e s t  s t u d e n t s  on 
campus. They were b r i g h t ,  a r t i c u l a t e ,  i f  they gave a  damn about i t  they 
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g o t  good g r a d e s ,  a l t h o u g h  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t h e y  d i d n ' t  g i v e  a damn about  
i t .  3 c a n ' t  i n  f a c t  stress how much t h e y  were  ex t remely  a r t i c u l a t e  
i n  v o i c i n g  t h e i r  v iewpoin t s  i n  mee t ings .  The l e a d e r s h i p  could  g i v e  
an  i n s t a n t  spontaneous  h a l f  hour speech  w i t h o u t  n o t e s ,  and i n  g e n e r a l  
I would s a y  v e r y  h igh  q u a l i t y  i n  t e r m s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s  
and v e r b a l  s k i l l s .  

I ' m  less s u r e  of t h i s  o t h e r  t r a i t  that--because I o n l y  knew a  few of 
t h e  peop le  w e l l  enough t o  know some d e t a i l s  of t h e i r  background, b u t  
I would say  t h a t  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  t h a t  t h e y  were main ly  middle  c l a s s  
and upper middle  c l a s s  and up i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  was a l s o  
a c c u r a t e .  That is t h e s e  peop le  came r e a l l y  from t h e  upper  income 
l e v e l s  o f  s o c i e t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  coming from t h e  bottom. 

One more trait  t h a t  I might ment ion t h a t  changed o v e r  t ime.  The f i r s t  
y e a r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of SDS a t  Madison was p r i m a r i l y  former  c i v i l  r i g h t s  
workers o u t  o f  t h e  South.  They tended t o  be v e r y  pragmat ic  which changed 
d r a m a t i c a l l y  w i t h i n  a t h r e e  y e a r  p e r i o d .  These are p e o p l e  who s p e n t  
summers o r  were s t i l l  go ing  down on weekends t o  t h e  South d r i v i n g  food 
down, money down. They were accustomed t o  go ing  t o  j a i l ,  t h e y  were 
accustomed t o  g e t t i n g  b e a t e n  by t h e  p o l i c e  o r  l o c a l  w h i t e s  down South 
and p a r t l y  as a consequence of t h i s  t h e y  d i d  n o t  develop o r  have what 
I would l a t e r  c a l l  a crybaby a t t i t u t e .  They expec ted  t o  be  punished 
when they  s t e p p e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  law. 

But t h e  t r a i t  t h a t  went a l o n g  w i t h  t h i s  k ind  o f  background was i n  t h e  
f i r s t  two y e a r s  most of t h e  program and e f f o r t s  t o  develop programs were 
extremely p ragmat ic .  Tha t  i s  t h e y  would t e n d  t o  i d e n t i f y  a  s p e c i f i c  
problem and s e e k  t o  f i n d  t h e  means t h a t  would b e  most a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  
s o l v e  t h a t  problem. L a t e r  on t h i s  s o r t  of pragmat ic  approach was 
b a s i c a l l y  l o s t  and we e s s e n t i a l l y  were asked a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a t  
Wisconsin t o  end t h e  w a r  a l l  by o u r s e l v e s  which we r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  do 
obv ious ly .  

Q. Was t h e r e  a n  a t t r i t i o n  r a t e ,  would be  t h e  q u e s t i o n ?  Did you g e t  
many peop le  dropping o u t  o r  . . . 
A.  The o n l y  a t t r i t i o n  r a t e  t h a t  I saw was p r i m a r i l y  through g r a d u a t i o n  
t h a t  is ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  f i r s t  y e a r ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  a11 gradua ted  w i t h i n  a 
two y e a r  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  M a r t i n  Tandle r ,  o u r  former  p r e s i d e n t  o f  SDS, 
d i d  s t a y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  of Wisconsin and s e e k  t o  o r g a n i z e  c h a p t e r s  a t  
h i g h  s c h o o l s ,  b u t  most of t h e  r e s t  of t h e  peop le  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  I knew 
what happened t o  them ended up going on t o  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  o f  one k ind  
o r  a n o t h e r  and I l o s t  t r a c k  of them. But i n  terms of peop le  j o i n i n g  
and t h e n  q u i t t i n g  a f t e r  some t ime t h e r e  wasn ' t  t o o  much of t h a t .  However 
a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on when peop le  were e x p e c t i n g  a  l o t  o f  ac t ion--perhaps  
mainly  freshmen, i f  they 'd  heard about the Wisconsin r e p u t a t i o n  and 
were e x p e c t i n g  i n s t a n t  a c t i o n  tended t o  g e t  bored by t h e  v e r y  prolonged 
and o f t en  k n i t - p i c k i n g  d e b a t e s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a normal SDS meet ing.  
By normal I mean n o n - c r i s e s  o r  non-act ion mee t ings  s p e c i f i c a l l y  planned 
f o r  tomorrow morning a t  n i n e  o ' c l o c k .  But a g a i n ,  l e t  m e  remind you, 
i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t a l k  about  a t t r i t i o n  i n  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  was n o t  
c l e a r l y  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and d i d  n o t  c l e a r l y  have a set membership. 
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Q, What was your r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  SDS members? 

A. Well t he  f i r s t  year  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was somewhat warm, f r ank ly  
I d id  no t  play a  t e r r i b l y  a c t i v e  r o l e  a s  I s a i d  I a t tended  maybe t h r e e  
o r  four  normal meetings and then  was very  p re sen t  a t  t h e  f i r s t  g r a s s  
s i t - i n  which w e ' l l  probably ge t  t o  l a t e r .  I got t o  know maybe f i v e  o r  
s i x  people by name. A t  t h a t  po in t  i n  time they t r u s t e d  me and I was 
a b l e  t o  be e f f e c t i v e .  I n  f a c t  t h e  only th ing  t h a t  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I 
prevented was i n  t h e  f a l l  of my second year  a s  f a c u l t y  adv i so r ;  t h e  
l o c a l  bu i ld ing  t r ades  went out on s t r i k e  and t h e r e  was one of t h e  more 
f a r  out  guys wanted t o  v o t e  t h a t  SDS support  t h a t  s t r i k e  and vo lun tee r  
to  he lp  on t h e  p i cke t  l i n e s .  I pointed out  t o  t h e  meeting t h a t  t h e  
bui ld ing  t r ades  unions were t h e  most r a c i s t  t o  my knowledge i n  t h e  e n t i r e  
country and d id  r a i s e  t h e  ques t ion  of whether SDS wanted t o  support  
t h a t ?  It seemed t o  be t h e  one th ing  I prevented.  They dropped i t  a t  
t h a t  po in t .  

Q. What were t h e  changes t h a t  went on? 

A.  By probably ha l f  way through my t h i r d  year  a s  advisor  I ' d  spent  
a l l  t h e  c a p i t a l  I had, I was no longer  t r u s t e d ,  I was viewed as  the  
enemy o r  p a r t  of t h e  es tab l i shment .  I would r e a l l y  view t h i s  no t  due 
t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  my r o l e  changed bu t  perhaps f i r s t  and foremost t h a t  
t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  l eade r sh ip  of SDS changed and I could no longer  r e a l l y  
t a l k  o r  work wi th  them, but  a l s o ,  of course,  by t h a t  time we'd had more 
v i o l e n t  types of a c t i o n  on t h e  campus and SDS was beginning t o  f i n d  ou t  
what they  f e l t  t o  be  t h e  na tu re  of t h e  f a c u l t y .  My previous r o l e  and 
the  r o l e  I t r i e d  t o  cont inue i n  was a s  honest  broker  b u t  I inc reas ing ly  
had l e s s  and l e s s  impact, I ' m  no t  s u r e  I eve r  had very  much, bu t  what 
l i t t l e  impact I had c e r t a i n l y  by p a r t  way through t h e  t h i r d  year  was 
a l l  gone and t h e  people would ba re ly  t a l k  t o  me. I was never t o l d  when 
t h e r e  would be a  meeting and my r o l e  a s  f a r  a s  an a c t i v i s t  r o l e  a s  a 
f a c u l t y  advisor  was e s s e n t i a l l y  over  wi th  some time towards t h e  end of 
t h e  t h i r d  year  and the f o u r t h  yea r ,  before  they went out  of ex i s t ence  
I e s s e n t i a l l y  had no r o l e  al though I s t i l l  had t h e  t i t l e  of SDS advisor .  

Q. Did you become a  f igurehead so t o  speak? 

A.  Yes, t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  requi red  t h a t  t h e r e  be a  f a c u l t y  advisor  f o r  a l l  
o rgan iza t ions  on campus, p o l i t i c a l ,  f r a t e r n a l  o r  whatnot. While T s a i d  
what I s a i d  t h e r e  were s t i l l  some ind iv idua l  SDS members who I ' d  known 
from t h e  f i r s t  e a r l y  yea r s  on who would t a l k  t o  me and I could f i n d  ou t  
what was going on. Bas i ca l ly  by t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  years  I would t a l k  
t o  i nd iv idua l  people who 1 knew j u s t  t o  f i n d  ou t  what was going on. I 
would show up t o  an occas iona l  meeting. 

A t  one of those  points--maybe t o  i l l u s t r a t e  how low my s tock  had f a l l e n  
o r  how high  SDS had risen--myself and one o t h e r  person were t h e r e  who 
were obviously over twenty-two and a t  one p o i n t  i n  t h e  meeting we were 
both chal lenged t o  i d e n t i f y  who we were--this is  p a r t  of t h e  paranoia 
of being sp ied  upon, a l though I l a t e r  found i t  wasn ' t  paranoia they were 
being sp ied  upon. In f a c t  i t  was s o r t  of humorous, we were challenged 
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i n  t h e  sense "would t h e  a d u l t s  i n  t h e  room p lease  i d e n t i f y  themselves" 
and I couldn ' t  r e s i s t  a  comeback, "which a d u l t s , "  I thought we were a l l  
a d u l t s ,  but  a t  t h a t  po in t  c l e a r l y  only a couple t h r e e  people a t  t h a t  
meeting knew who I was. This  i s  a meeting of maybe f o r t y  t o  f i f t y  
people and only t h r e e  o r  fou r  of the people t h e r e  knew who I was and 
s a i d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  "He's a l l  r i g h t ,  h e ' s  t h e  f a c u l t y  advisor , "  
t o  which t h e r e  was a round course  o f ,  wel l  I viewed them a s  l i g h t h e a r t e d  
boos, I ' m  not s u r e  they  were. 

Q. What about o t h e r  f a c u l t y  members and admin i s t r a t i on .  Did you g e t  
any feedback from them? 

A.  Yes, t h a t ' s  a  tough one t o  answer and i t  w i l l  t a k e  me a whi le  i f  
you don ' t  mind, t o  answer i t .  Let me f i r s t  s t a r t  wi th  t h e  admin i s t r a t i on .  
The f i r s t  two years  I was t h e r e  and t h e  adv i so r  t o  SDS, a  man named Robin 
Fleming, was t h e  chance l lor  of t he  Madison campus and through him I had 
played I t h i n k  perhaps one of my most u s e f u l  and major r o l e s ,  Fleming 
i s  now p res iden t  a t  t he  Univers i ty  of Michigan. 

I t r i e d  t o  a c t  a s  what I c a l l e d  an  honest broker  t h a t  I would exchange--I 
would t a l k  t o  t h e  admin i s t r a t i on ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h i s  a c t u a l l y  meant t h e  
chance l lor .  Be was q u i t e  open and a c c e s s i b l e  un l ike  f u t u r e  chance l lors  
were and I was a b l e  t o  t a l k  t o  him and l e t  him know what 's  going on, no t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  because I d i d n ' t  want t o  be i n  a  p o s i t i o n  of being a 
t a t t l e t a l e .  In  f a c t ,  I might add both SDS l eade r sh ip  and Fleming knew 
t h a t  I was passing information up and down the  chain.  So f a r  a s  I know, 
Fleming viewed m e  a s  u se fu l .  He appointed me t o  a number of committees-- 
one of h i s  top  a i d e s  who I was d a t i n g  a t  t h e  t ime, I might add a  female, 
had charge of making up one of t h e  committees and I t o l d  he r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t o  l eave  m e  o f f  of i t ,  bu t  I l a t e r  learned  t h a t  he would not  accept  t h a t  
and put  me on i t .  So he e s s e n t i a l l y  used me i n  a  very  u s e f u l  and open 
sense t o  t r y  and main ta in  a  dialogue.  I n  f a c t ,  he was most e f f e c t i v e ,  
no r e a l  v io l ence  occurred under h i s  r e i g n  and I b e l i e v e  only t h r e e  
s t u d e n t s  were a r r e s t e d  a t  one i n c i d e n t  t h a t  was under h i s  r e ign .  Now 
whether o r  no t  he could have maintained t h a t  record i s  hard t o  t e l l .  

The next  chance l lor  who l a s t e d  one year  was a l s o  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  t o  work 
wi th  m e ,  but having been a f a c u l t y  member a t  Wisconsin f o r  oh, f i f t e e n  
o r  twenty yea r s ,  f e l t  t h a t  he knew t h e  s i t u a t i o n  very  we l l  and d i d n ' t  
need much he lp  and unfor tuna te ly  he was v i r t u a l l y  blown out  of o f f i c e  
about t h r e e  months a f t e r  he assumed t h e  o f f i c e  and s o  he l i nge red  on 
i n  t h e  o f f i c e  u n t i l  t h e  fol lowing June. But wi th  him I e s s e n t i a l l y  
played t h e  same r o l e  bu t  remember aga in  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t he  t h i r d  year  
and I had l e s s  information t o  pass  up because I had l e s s  contac t  wi th  
SDS and my e f f o r t s  t o  pass  information back down were inc reas ing ly  
unsuccessful  a s  SDS l eade r sh ip  and membership had made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  
they d i d n ' t  g ive  a damn what t h e  admin i s t r a t i on  had t o  say. 

The t h i r d  chance l lor ,  whose name I remembered a moment ago and I w i l l  
aga in  and w r i t e  i t  down--I've had a blank a l l  evening--I had t h e  l e a s t  
e f fec t ive  contac t  with.  The on ly  information he wanted from m e  w a s  t h e  
kind of information t h a t  would make t h e  p o l i c e  more e f f e c t i v e  a t  breaking 
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up demonstrations.  For example he wanted t o  know from me whether they 
were day people o r  n i g h t  people,  which I i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean should 
t h e  p o l i c e  be out  a t  7:00 i n  t he  morning o r  should they wai t  u n t i l  9 :00?  
I d id  answer t h e  ques t ion  but  I t o l d  him t h a t  I d i d n ' t  view my r o l e  a s  
t h a t  kind.  I f  he  was dumb enough not  t o  know they were n igh t  people 
somebody should t e l l  him. (laughs) No demonstration is  ever  s t a r t e d  
be fo re  n ine - th i r ty .  

So, w i t h  t h i s  except ion t h e  t h i r d  chance l lor  who by t h e  way s t i l l ,  I 
th ink  respec ted  me--I j u s t  remembered h i s  name, i t ' s  Ed Young, and he 
is s t i l l  t h e  cu r r en t  chance l lor  up t h e r e .  We were s t i l l  r e l a t i v e l y  
c o r d i a l ,  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  he mis t rus t ed  me, i n  f a c t  I learned  through 
a t h i r d  p a r t y ,  t h a t  he was worried t h a t  I d i d n ' t  t r u s t  him, which 
unfor tuna te ly  was an accu ra t e  s ta tement ,  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  t r u s t  him and 
he  f e l t  on t h a t  b a s i s  t h a t  he couldn ' t  work wi th  me and I felt t h a t  I 
couldn ' t  work wi th  him because by t h a t  time t h e  only s o l u t i o n  t o  
demonstrations was t o  b r ing  i n  t h e  county s h e r i f f ,  t h e  National  Guard 
and/or  t h e  c i t y  p o l i c e .  In  f a c t  I be l i eve  t h e  terms on which t h e  previous 
chance l lor  Sewell was f i r e d  and t h a t  Ed Young was h i red- - th is  is  goss ip  
not r e a l  knowledge--was t h a t  he would "be firm" towards s tuden t s  which 
i t  was f e l t  t h a t  Sewell was not  firm enough. Tha t ' s  b e a u t i f u l  syntax.  
And I t h i n k  he had very  few op t ions  l e f t  open t o  him. I n  f a i r n e s s  i t  
never changed my mind t h a t  he was a  decent  man but  our  r e l a t i o n s  were 
co lder  though I don ' t  t h i n k  he was opposed t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  I was playing.  
I n  f a c t  on a  couple of occasions when he 'd  had a  couple of drinks--1 
might mention he  was an  ex-dean and a n  ex-chairman and an ex-member of 
t he  econ [economics] department so  I had c l o s e r  t i e s  wi th  him than  would 
be normal because he a t tended  economics f a c u l t y  p a r t i e s .  So when he was 
re laxed  I was re laxed  and t h e  s h i t  wasn ' t  about t o  h i t  t h e  f a n  and we 
could have a good c i v i l  t a l k .  Well t h a t  s o r t  of takes  c a r e  of t h e  
admin i s t r a t  ion.  

The f a c u l t y  w i th in  my own department, t h e  major f a c u l t y  view was t h a t  I 
was quote,  "The conscience of t h e  department." I was t o l d  t h i s  s e v e r a l  
t imes. I n  f a c t ,  t h a t  was one of t h e  bases  t h a t  was used t o  t r y  t o  g e t  
me a  tenured promotion t h e r e  t h a t  I was of more than  adequate  s e r v i c e  
elsewhere. So amongst my col leagues  wi th in  econ t h e  overwhelming 
ma jo r i t y  viewpoint was t h a t  I was a  good guy doing the  b e s t  I could. 

I be l i eve  t h e r e  were two o r  t h r e e  members, poss ib ly  more, who viewed 
me as a r a d i c a l .  I t h i n k  by t h e  time I l e f t  those  people had changed 
t h e i r  mind. I never would de f ine  myself a s  a  r a d i c a l  nor  would anybody 
who knew me, I ' m  a  good s t r a i g h t  boobezee leaning  t o  t h e  l e f t  I guess.  
So aga in  then amongst t h e  people I knew my r e l a t i o n s  were q u i t e  good. 
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  were f a c u l t y  who had they known I was t h e  f a c u l t y  
advisor  t o  SDS would have shrunk away unless  some contamination s t r i k e  
them. 

I n  terms of mixup over a  room where SDS had been t o l d  they had a room, 
t h e r e  was a  chemistry seminar going on and i t  was r e a l l y  nobody's f a u l t  
perhaps, except t h e  chemistry department a s  I l a t e r  found ou t  had not  
checked wi th  c e n t r a l  admin i s t r a t i on  but  r a t h e r  had taken t h e  room f o r  
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themselves, they refused t o  g e t  out  and the  s t u d e n t s  i nc reas ing ly  
crowded i n  and I e s s e n t i a l l y  pleaded wi th  t h e  f a c u l t y  member i n  charge 
of t h e  th ing  t o  p l ease  t o  a v e r t  v io l ence  would they p l ease  f i n d  another  
room. He viewed my suggest ion a s  being crazy and a f t e r  t h a t  when we 
met he  would never t a l k  t o  m e  again.  It was one--well t h a t  was aga in  
one of t h e  minor t h ings  where 1 might have avoided some kind of a  Elareup. 

But I th ink  probably a  s u b s t a n t i a l  number of t h e  f a c u l t y  would have 
viewed any f a c u l t y  member who was involved wi th  t h e  SDS as a r a d i c a l  
nu t ,  a  subvers ive  o r  whatnot. But t hese  a r e  people I d i d n ' t  know. So 
I ' l l  have t o  say aga in  wi th  t h e  people I had somewhat c l o s e  contac t  w i th  
I was not  viewed a s  a  l e p e r .  Amongst t h e  s tuden t s  I was viewed a s  a  hero,  
both views I t h i n k  were inaccu ra t e .  I was n e i t h e r  l e p e r  nor hero. 

Q. Were you ever  consul ted by press ,  you know I've been thumbing through 
magazines and they  a r e  always quot ing people l i k e  Young and Sewell and 
Fleming. 

A .  Yes, oh God I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  one oh, a  man from t h e  S t .  Louis Pos t  
Dispatch toured t h e  hot  campuses inc luding  Madison and sought me out  and 
we spent  an a f te rnoon t a l k i n g .  He l a t e r  send me a c l i pp ing  of t h e  a r t i c l e  
and ; was not  quoted i n  i t  a t  a l l .  The only time I r ea l ly -was  quoted i n  
t h e  newspaper was when I was requested by a  j o i n t  committee of t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  t e s t i f y  on s tuden t  v io l ence  on campus and depending on the  
newspaper I was quoted as defending the  r i g h t  of freedom of i deas  i n  t h e  
l i b e r a l  p re s s  and i n  t h e  conserva t ive  p re s s  I was viewed a s  t h e  promoter 
of SDS r a t h e r  than  f a c u l t y  adv i so r .  

I only got  one l e t t e r  out  of t h a t  one s e r i e s  of a r t i c l e s  t h a t  went 
throughout t h e  s t a t e  and i t  was a  very  n i c e  kind l e t t e r  f rom a l i t t l e  
o ld  l ady  wearing t e n n i s  shoes I th ink ,  i n  La Crosse who s a i d  she  was f o r  
me. I l a t e r  rece ived  a  t r a n s c r i p t  of an  e d i t o r i a l  on the Milwaukee 
t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n  where they had e s s e n t i a l l y  suggested I should know 
b e t t e r  than  t o  be involved i n  SDS and they suggested t o  me t h a t  I should 
g e t  out  of t h a t  business .  It was not  r e a l l y  a personal  a t t a c k  so much a s  
a  view t h a t  any f a c u l t y  member should not  be involved i n  t h a t  kind of 
th ing .  I demanded equal  t ime and taped a r e p l y  a t  a Madison s t a t i o n ,  
I s t i l l  don ' t  know whether t h e  t a p e  was ever  run o r  no t .  I threa tened  
them t h a t  I would c a l l  i n  t h e  FCC [Federal  Communications Commission] 
i f  they d i d n ' t  g r an t  me equal  time. I presume they d i d ,  bu t  I never 
bothered t o  fo l low it up, 

Q .  L e t ' s  go on t o  demonstrations.  This  is  going t o  be a  h e l l  of a  t op ic .  
(laughs) 

A .  Well I have some notes  s o  I can a t  l e a s t  h i t  t h e  b igg ie s ,  

Q.  Well those  would be t h e  ones t h a t  you remember as being r e a l l y  
outs tanding .  Did i t  g e t  t o  t h e  po in t  where the  demonstrations d i d n ' t  
even seem t o  s t r i k e  you anymore? The s m a l l  ones didn ' t - - I  don ' t  know 
if you know what I mean? 
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A .  Well, I c a n ' t  say  I ever  saw a  major demonstration t h a t  d i d n ' t  
s t r i k e  m e  because t h e r e  was a  s teady  progress ion  of e s c a l a t i o n  of t a c t i c s  
used by both t h e  s tuden t s  and of course t h e  p o l i c e  r eac t ed .  What I would 
c a l l  t h e  l a r g e  ones,  which i n  terms of my n o t e s ,  we had about s i x  major 
ones p lus  t h r e e  o r  four  minor ones.  I guess t h e  minor ones were so  minor 
t h a t  by t h e  time they occurred i t  d i d n ' t  bo ther  me. Bad they occurred 
e a r l y  on and I ' d  seen rocks thrown a t  bu i ld ings  e a r l y  on I would have 
been shocked but  by t h e  l a s t  year  o r  two 1 was t h e r e ,  t o  have t h r e e  
s t u d e n t s  throw rocks a t  one bu i ld ing  and m i s s  was not  t e r r i b l y  e x c i t i n g ,  

But i n  terms of t h e  b ig  r i o t s ,  t h e r e  was a  f a i r l y  s teady  progress ion  of 
v io l ence  both on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  and t h e  p a r t  of t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  
whether they be po l i ce ,  Nat ional  Guard o r  whatnot, so t h a t  i n  terms of 
what 1 c a l l  t h e  b i g  ones; I never got  bored s h a l l  we say o r  developed a 
ho-hum a t t i t u d e  al though I know what you 're  saying.  What I d id  f i n d  
[and] numerous o t h e r  f a c u l t y  d id  was th ings  t h a t  would have t e r r i b l y  
upset  u s  a year  o r  two be fo re  d id  not  upset  us  a year  o r  two l a t e r .  So 
t h e r e  was a ,  I guess i t  was p a r t  o f  being human, of g e t t i n g  accustomed 
t o  t h a t  t h e r e  would be a  r i o t ,  t h a t  i t  would probably be a  l i t t l e  worse 
than t h e  previous one. 

A s  accused by some f r i e n d s  of  being a  voyeur of r i o t s  I personal ly  
witnessed almost every one t h a t  was of any s i z e  o r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of 
i t  and mainly 1 guess,  j u s t  out  of i d l e  c u r i o s i t y  I ' d  never seen  a 
f u l l - s c a l e  r i o t .  When they reached t h a t  s t age ,  bu t  a l s o  I was i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  knowing personal ly  who was t e l l i n g  t h e  t r u t h .  Were t h e  s t u d e n t s  
r i g h t  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  were over ly  b r u t a l ,  o r  were t h e  p o l i c e  r i g h t  t h a t  
they d id  not  i n i t i a t e  t h e  v io l ence ,  t h a t  i t  was t h e  s tuden t s .  And p lus  
i t  f i n a l l y  got  t o  be a  s t r a t e g i c  o r  t a c t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  me t o  s e e  how 
t h e  p o l i c e  would counter  a  new t a c t i c  and what new t a c t i c  t h e  s tuden t s  
would develop t o  counter  t h e  p o l i c e  counter  t o  t h e i r  t a c t i c s .  I n  s h o r t  
i t  was a l ea rn ing  experience f o r  both p a r t i e s  involved a s  wel l  a s  myself.  

Q. A 1 1  r i g h t .  The th ing  t o  do probably would be t o  go through chrono- 
l o g i c a l l y .  

A.  Right ,  I ' d  be  g l ad  to--have we got  l o t s  of tape?  I ' m  f i n e  a s  long 
a s  we've got l o t s  of tape .  I don ' t  have t o  run s t r a i g h t  through. You 
h o l l e r  when we're  out  and we can s top .  Okay. Well, t h e  sp r ing  before  
I a r r i v e d  a t  Wisconsin, t h i s  would be t h e  spr ing  of 1965, t h e r e  had 
been t h e  f i r s t  i nc iden t  which 1 did  not  wi tness  though we had a much 
milder  counterpar t  a t  t h e  Urbana campus of t h e  Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s .  
This  w a s  t he  per iod  when the  [U.S.] S t a t e  Department was sending t r u t h  
teams around t h e  country t o  exp la in  why t h e  war i n  Vietnam was a  good 
th ing  and why ou r  p o l i c i e s  were appropr ia te .  I don ' t  know any of t h e  
d e t a i l s  except t h a t  t h e r e  was l a r g e  s c a l e  heckl ing  of t h e  S t a t e  
Department r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  Wisconsin and I ' m  l e s s  s u r e  of t h i s ,  i f  
I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y  a t  l e a s t  one o r  more of t h e  people were prevented 
from speaking by na tu re  of the  heckl ing.  To my knowledge t h a t  is  t h e  
f i r s t  i nc iden t  of any kind r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  war and I was not  t h e r e  a t  
t h a t  time. 



John Bowman 9 

But a  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  during t h e  so-cal led teach-ins ,  t h a t  occurred 
down i n  I l l i n o i s ,  when t h e  same t r u t h  team showed up down t h e r e  f r e s h  
from Madison, Wisconsin not  much of anything happened a t  Urbana which 
was i n  genera l  t r u e  of my four  yea r s  a t  Urbana. Not much of anything 
happened. 

The f i r s t  l a r g e  scale--in terms of numbers--incident occurred i n  May 
of 1966. That was May of my f i r s t  year  a t  Madison. A s  I understand 
i t ,  i n i t i a l l y  some Trotskyi tes-- i f  you want an  explana t ion  of t h a t  I 
w i l l ,  bu t  l e t ' s  hold i t  off--had organized a  d r a f t  s i t - i n  and they were 
going t o  s e i z e  t h e  new admin i s t r a t i on  bu i ld ing  and d i scuss  t h e  d r a f t .  
To my knowledge what happened i s  whi le  t h e  Tro t sky i t e s  came up wi th  
th i s - - I  might add t h e  Tro t sky i t e s  were about f i v e  people a t  most--the 
f r i e n d s  of SNCC [Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee] l eade r sh ip  
on campus, which a t  t h a t  t ime w a s  t h e  most r a d i c a l  o rgan iza t ion  i n  
MAPAC--MAPAC means Madison a rea ,  I c a n ' t  remember, anyway i t  was an 
anti-war group. MAPAC meant Madison based group t o  end t h e  war. 

These two groups, Madison end t h e  war group and t h e  f r i e n d s  of SNC'C 
took over  t h e  l eade r sh ip  of t h e  sit-in--although one of t he  spokesmen 
i n  t h e  Tro t s  remained i n  t h e  l eade r sh ip  r o l e .  They b a s i c a l l y  s a t - in  i n  
t h e  main f l o o r  of t h e  Pe terson  Building evenings and by a t r e a t y  worked 
out  wi th  Chancellor Fleming i n  t he  daytime they kept a  token f o r c e  of 
one o r  two o r  t h r e e  s tuden t s  s i t t i n g  on t h e  f l o o r  and l e t  bus iness  go 
on a s  usual .  Every n i g h t  from perhaps s t a r t i n g  around s i x ,  seven 
o ' c lock  a t  n igh t  t i l l  t h e  wee hours of t h e  morning t h e r e  would be 
groups of from, oh, I personal ly  witnessed anywheres from perhaps 
f i f t y  to--oh t h e s e  a r e  approximate I ' m  no t  good on crowds, maybe t h r e e  
t o  fou r  hundred s tuden t s  a t  one t ime debat ing  the  i s s u e s  of t h e  war, 
t h e  mora l i t y  of t h e  d r a f t  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  mora l i t y  of t h e  d r a f t  
and t h e  Two-S exemption i n  a n  e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y .  

Af t e r  some t e n  days of this debat ing  they brought f o r t h  a  document 
which was a p o s i t i o n  paper.  It was somewhat s u r p r i s i n g  t o  f i n d  t h a t  
t he  pres ident  of I F ,  t h e i r  f r a t e r n i t y  counc i l ,  came i n  and read t h e  
s tatement  t h a t  t h e  Greeks supported t h e i r  p o s i t i o n ,  which f labbergas ted  
everybody because he was loudly booed when i t  was announced who he was. 

The then  p re s iden t  of t h e  s tuden t  government a l s o  came down and e s s e n t i a l l y  
supported t h e  pos i t i on .  I don' t  remember t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h a t  p o s i t i o n  
but  b a s i c a l l y  i t  was, t h a t ,  a s  I s a i d  before  t h e  Two-S exemption is  
incompatible wi th  an e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  and t h e r e f o r e  should be 
abol i shed  and t h a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Wisconsin should not  cooperate  
i n  any way wi th  t h e  d r a f t  board i n  terms of informing d r a f t  boards 
whether o r  n o t  males were en ro l l ed  a t  school  and they  then requested 
t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  do something about t h i s .  A t  t h a t  po in t  they got 
up and l e f t  t h e  bu i ld ing  and t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  bu i ld ing  was locked and 
guarded by p o l i c e  a t  n i g h t .  

Now a s  u sua l  t h e  f a c u l t y  met and b r i e f l y  d iscussed  t h e  i s s u e  and 
decided t o  appoin t  a  committee t o  s tudy  i t ,  which committee was t o  
r epo r t  next  f a l l .  This  l e d  t o  a g r e a t  d e a l  of anger on the  p a r t  of 
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t h e  s t u d e n t s  and they met i n  Great Ha l l  which is, as suggested, a  very 
l a r g e  room i n  t h e  s tuden t  union and about two blocks from t h e  now-called 
Peterson Administrat ion,  then c a l l e d  t h e  New Administrat ion Building.  
I got  wind of t h e  r a l l y  and showed up about 8 : 3 0  when I would e s t ima te  
t h e r e  was e a s i l y  a  thousand s t u d e n t s  packed i n t o  t h a t  h a l l .  When I 
got  t h e r e  t h e  mood of t h e  assemblage was p r e t t y  ugly and most of t h e  
speakers  were suggest ing it was time t o  march over and break down the  
doors andlor  windows and t ake  c o n t r o l  of t h e  bu i ld ing  again.  The 
l eade r sh ip  kept them t a l k i n g .  

A t  one poin t  I got  up and suggested t h a t  i t  wasn ' t  t e r r i b l y  smart t o  
burn down t h e  bui ld ing  and w a s  roundly booed of f  t he  s t a g e  f o r  t h a t  
and i t  w a s  my f i r s t  exe rc i se  i n  t r y i n g  t o  be e f f e c t i v e  i n  a  mass meeting. 

The l eade r sh ip  aga in ,  and 1 might add aga in  t h i s  l eade r sh ip  w a s  a l l  out  
of t h e  South c i v i l  r i g h t s  people who were i n  t h e i r  mid and l a t e r  twent ies .  
They aga in  kept  people talking--1 l a t e r  r e a l i z e d  what was going on though 
a t  t h e  t ime I was q u i t e  concerned. A t  one po in t  t h e  SNCC people d id  a  
demonstration of how t o  behave i n  terms of non-violent r e a c t i o n  t o  being 
clubbed and bea ten  by po l i ce .  They went through t h e  usua l  non-violent 
[ i n s t r u c t i o n ]  of how you f a l l  on t h e  f l o o r  and t r y  t o  c u r l  up i n t o  a 
b a l l  and t r y  t o  p r o t e c t  your e a r s  and kidneys s imultaneously,  which i s  
not  poss ib le .  There were l e c t u r e s  about tak ing  your b e l t  o f f .  G i r l s  
were t o  t ake  t h e  p i n s  out of t h e i r  h a i r  and t h e  usua l  th ing  i f  anyonets  
f a m i l i a r  with t h a t .  

I t h i n k  t h e  l eade r sh ip  did t h i s  on purpose, i n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  simply t o  
calm down some of t h e  a rdo r ,  and by t h e  way t h e  graphic  d e s c r i p t i o n s  
of what t o  do when you ' re  h i t  i n  t h e  kidneys wi th  a  b i l l y -c lub  o r  
kicked i n  t h e  head and such d id  seem t o  have a  somewhat calming e f f e c t ,  
but  t h e  th ing  t h a t  got  t o  me t h e  most was when our then and now chief  
of campus p o l i c e  showed up. 

Ralphie,  a s  he came t o  be known--I'm t ry ing  t o  r e c a l l  Ralph's l a s t  name, 
but  Ralph happens t o  be t h e  g r e a t e s t  cop T ever met i n  my l i f e .  He was 
asked by t h e  l eade r sh ip  t o  speak t o  them and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  t e l l  t h e  
meaning of what t h e  v i o l a t i o n  would be i f  they went over and took over 
t h e  bui ld ing .  Ralph Hanson, I f i n a l l y  remembered h i s  name. Chief Hanson 
came on t h e  s t a g e  i n  a  very  unbel ievable  way. He was wearing a  p a i r  of 
black s l a c k s  and a  red  and b lack  checked lumberman's s h i r t ,  no uniform, 
no p i s t o l s ,  no badges, no s i g n  t h a t  he was an o f f i c e r .  I l a t e r  learned  
he had been a s t a t e  patrolman i n  Maine, 

He probably, had he s a i d ,  "You won't do i t ," i n  h i s  opening words t h e  
thousand people would have go t t en  up and rushed out  and taken the  
buil.cling t o  p ieces .  H i s  opening words, which I s t i l l  remember very  
we l l  were, "Ladies and gentlemen (pause) l a d i e s  and gentlemen i t ' s  a 
p l easu re  t o  speak t o  you." I was going bananas over t h i s ,  a l l  very  
low key a  very q u i e t  kind of vo ice  and h e s i t a n t ,  i n  f ac t , k ind  of voice.  
I learned  l a t e r  t h a t  t h a t  was a  p a r t i a l  a c t ,  a l though he was a  r e l a t i v e l y  
shy, r e t i c e n t  man. 






















































































