
Table of Contents 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Birth and early life 1 
Father a navy man, then a minister--Early l i f e  
in  Illinois toms 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Memories of the depression 2 
U s  impressions wren ' t  the sam--An educated janitor 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Early family l i fe .  3 
Brother and sister--Early mries--Impressions 
of father--Year a t  Eureka College--Appointment 
t o  Naval Academy--Growing up a preacher's kid-- 
Everyone flocked to  hear E, Stanley Jones-- 
Played Slips all  over town 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Early wrk 8 
The canning factory--The chicken hatchery-- 
Surviving on $25 a mnth 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The Dunkard churches .10 

Other aspects of depression l i f e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .10 
Ford cars--CCC cmps--The bhippet-One-room 
schoolhouses 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  m x i e s  of Oklahama .12 
The Dust Bowl--The most modern gyrrnasim in the 
country 

Father ' s later career. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .13 
Poorest county in the country--The dinner his 
father missed 

Reflections on depression years. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .20 
Didn't how he was poor--The h r d  took care o f  them-- 
Father got t h  through college- -How the depression 
influenced him--Present day econanic analysis-- 
Bankrupt banker paid back investors 

Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .24 
Sent Ronald Reagan cardboard--An apple pie 
for balancing the books 

Naval Academyexperience . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .26 
H w  he got the acadenry a p p o i n t m t - - k t  by 
choo-choo and cab--You =re there for service-- 
Retiremnt--Procedure of f i r s t  day at  the academy-- 
Privileges, something you didn't  h a v e - - b n  in  the 
academy-Courtship by mail--kss hall silliness-- 
Pie races--Discipline by ostracization--Pearl Harbor-- 
Changes in the academy 



Borop's first mission. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .41 
Stopping blockade runners--Started out a junior 
officer--Cold convoy in the North Atlantic-- 
Fqerience as convoy navigator--Slept on chart table 

V-J l h y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  45 

Bikini atanbomb tests . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .47 
Qgs over easy in Japan--Japanese ship w i t h  
Westinghouse turbines--Steaming up the ship-- 
Typhoon en route to Fnimtok--Pbstly American 
ships--Destruction of the Sakawa--Camnent on 
radiation--Description of the bomb---aim running 
four days after blast--Thousands walked though 
ground zero--Pressure and vacuum waves--kre care 
to dying rats--Destruction caused by Bikini tests-- 
Injuries £ran beer, not bds--Anestruck by mushroan 
cloud--Conversion of carriers for nuclear bombs--Air 
conditioning the Atlantic Ocean--Secret kept over tw 
years 

Stature of post-war navy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .65 

beting with Admiral Rickover. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .65 
Refused duty once. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .66 

Sorrre interesting footnotes on history. . . . . . . . . . . . .  .67 
Japanese reaction to the bomb--% On to the 
emperor--Robert Kennedy and Eisenhowr in Japan 

Borop in Japan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .69 
Japanese =re best Americans--Laws of thievery-- 
Another way of thinking--Taking a bath--Tatarni mats-- 
Borop ' s house in Japan-Ps ychology of the Japanese-- 
Universities founded by a great-great uncle--Foreign 
engineers' contributions to Japanese language--Part 
played in the Cuban operations 

Couldhave advised the Shah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .78 
brop in England . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .79 

A national ergency declared illegally-- 
Having to learn the Fnglish language--Habits 
of the English--Their educational system-- 
Their unions--Stealing brass--The ships built 
at Glasgow 

The difference betmen an Indian and a chief . . . . . . . . .  .85 



Borop ' s r e t i r e n t  and ministry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .85 
Took same biblical studies--Introduced to Holy 
Spirit--Job opportunities--Wasn't afraid of 
Wshington--Moved to Decatur--Preaching in 
kcatur, Harvel and kgonez--boks forward to 
getting older--Uncle Sam a good boss--Class 
reunions--Noise, shock, and vibration--Rayex 
counseling--They gave nothing outside of Waggoner-- 
More experiences with prayer counseling-A very 
smat guy--% churches at Harvel and Wggoner 

retrospect. 



Preface 

This minuscript is  the product of tape recorded interviews conducted by 
Don Vanzant for the Oral History Office i n  the fa l l  of 1983. Don Vanzant 
transcribed the tapes and edited the transcript. Jams Borop reviewed 
the transcript. 

James b rop  m s  born in  Pensacola, Florida on April 3 ,  1919. His boyhood 
in rural I l l inois ws influenced by his father, a Protestant preacher, 
and valuable experiences during the depression y e a r s .  He attended Eureka 
College one year and then received an appointraent t o  the Naval A c a d q  
prior t o  World War 11. He served th~augh the war primarily in  the task 
force forming the blockade in the Southern Atlantic. He served aboard 
the USS Wlwaukee and the USS Marblehead, before going t o  Graduate School 
Annapolis. Following the w a r  he ms chief engineer on the Japanese 
battleship ato for her transport t o  the nuclear t es t s  a t  Bikini. He 
mrked in t i?- e Norfolk Naval Shipyard in the conversion of the f leet  t o  
carry nuclear bombs, and his  observations of rnrclear arms are quite 
unique. 

Captain Borop served in Japan as an engineer in the shipyard, as ~ 1 1  as 
i n  England, and Panarrra City, Florida before ret ir ing fran the navy in 
April of 1973. Upon r e t i r a n t  he changed t i t l e s  frm Captain t o  Reverend 
as he becam pastor of tm m a 1  Disciples of Clhrist churches in central 
I l l inois.  

The interviewer, Don Vanzant, was born t o  a farm Emily in  central I l l inois .  
He graduated from bkstern Military Academy and attended Il l inois State 
University and Sangamon State University. He mved t o  Wrrisonville, 
I l l inois,  in 1972 t o  operate a cash grain farm, and was installed as 
elder in one of the churches pastored by Rev. Borop. 

Readers of the oral history m i r  should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken w r d ,  and that the i n t e r v i w r ,  narrator and 
editor sought t o  preserve the informal, conversational style that is  
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the m i r ,  nor for the view 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to  judge. 

The minuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any mans, electronic or mchanical, 
without permission in writing frcm the Oral History Office, Sangamn 
State University, Springfield, I l l inois ,  62708. 



Reverend James Borop, October 16, 1983, kcatw,  Illinois. 

Don V a m t  , IntenrLewr . 
Q: Jim why don' t you s t a r t  by giving your family history. mere e r e  
yau born? 

A: k11, I was born a t  just  the end of World War I i n  Pensacola, Florida. 
Background of why in  Pensacola when my father vas f r o m  Illinois is my 
mther ' s  parents--my grandfather, was a shipbuilder . . . my father was a 
chaplain in  the army in  World War I, and he was gone and Wther had gone 
home and her parents were living in Pensacola, Florida. So, I was born 
i n  Pensacola , Florida . 
Q: When? 

A: In 1919--1919. My father was on a transport bringing troops back 
£ran France about that  t b .  

Q: h t  was your father 's  name? 

A: My father was Niles Borop, Niles A. Borop. A decendant of the Danes. 
He w s  Danish, my mther  was h g l i s h .  

Q: And a t  the time you Ere born he mas . . . 
A: He ms at sea. 

Q: He was a t  sea? 

A: Right. 

Q: So your mther  was staying . . . 
A: With my grandparents in Pensacola, so that is why I ended up being 
born in Florida. 

Q: You' re a navy man fran way back. 

A: (laugh) Yeah. 

Q: And *ere was your hare after you wre born? Where did you move to? 

A: I guess I was faur or six mnths old, =--they came back t o  I l l ino i s  
and to  Olney, I l l inois .  He was a minister a t  Amrington. That is  &ere 
my mnmries begin is a t  Armington. I had one mmry of a place I didn't  
know &ere it was. I described it t o  my mother and she said it was 
Olney. That ms . . . 



Q: kmington's up in the northern part of the state? 

A: Amcington is near Bloomington. In that area. 

Q: h n  your father-when World FJar I was aver, your father mved . . . 
A: Back t o  Illinois. 

Q: Back to  I l l inois ,  and started being . . . 
A: A minister. 

Q: h t  demonination? 

A: Disciples of Christ. 

Q: Was he the pastor of a Disciples of Christ church in  Olney? 

A: In Arming,ton, Illinois. Right. 

Q: You lived in town? 

A: Lived in town, what t a m  thexe is. (laughs) What there is  of it w 
lived there. Moved from there to  Gukegan, Illinois. I guess that is 
the largest town I lived in as a boy. 

Q: About what year ws that Jim? 

A: kll, I started school in kukegan. I muld have been six years old 
so s j x  and nine muld have been 1925--about 1924 or 1925. And w were 
there unti l--wll .  I ranember when Lirdberh flew the ocean. I can 
remember when =-&hen the S irit of St. L&is flew over kukegan and w? 
a l l  stood out in the yard a n b k u p ~  -laughs) t o  see the Spiri t  
of St. Louis coming back. --- 
Q: He made his tour across the country? 

A: Yes, he mde his tour afterwards. Everybody MS singing a song on 
the player piano called "Lucky Lindy." (laughs) Let's see--Wukegan VE 
l e f t  there and e n t  to Oklahotna. That ms about the f i f t h  grade when VE 
mved to  Oklahcxna--Pawnee, &lahcrna, and I was there f i f t h ,  sixth, and 
seventh grades. Then w c e  back t o  Lanark, I l l inois up i n  nor thestem 
Il l inois and I went through eighth grade and high school there. 

The depression m s  on. I read sarrre of the histories of the depression, 
and my impressions aren't the same. Because I guess everybody was in the 
satre boat. It didn't bother near as m h  as you look back and read these 
horrible thbgs  . But there =re a lo t  of men, you really cauldn' t cal l  
then h, but that's what they -re, they -re on the bum. They e r e  
down-rid* the railroads. Each l i t t l e  tam had a place for those who 
stopped there to  stop and sleep, and they kept it clean, that 's  one 
thing, I used to  go in there and tale a look, and it was always clean. 
'Ihose rrren kept it real clean. 
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Mter I finished high school I worked a bile in an A&P store. Each 
mrning there muld be one or tm m n  care by and want t o  do scxw mrk 
for anything y w  had l e f t  over. Each one muld just look for one thing. 
OE would look for potatoes, one for meat, one for scrmething else,  they 
they m l d  go back and cook it. 

There used to  be always sanebody caning to  our house and nry dad never 
turned anybody away, or my mther. But a lms t  invariably--and they 
always seemed to  be good mn--they wanted t o  mrk ,  they didn't want to  
just take a rrreal for free. They muld maw the l am,  saw mod, they 
wanted to  do smething. They w r e  just--they E r e  men out of mrk  and 
they E r e  going down the road. 

To get an idea of the t ime ,  the church janitor had been the janitor for a 
long t*. He had c m ~  to  t o m  down the railroad. Everybody knew him as  
Pk . Sparks. Eventually Mr. Sparks became very ill and couldn ' t take care 
of himself any more and he m s  in the county haw. My father mt t o  see 
him regularly, and one day as he knew he ws dying he gave my dad the 
name of his  brother which ws not Sparks. I 've forgotten h a t  the narne 
was, but it was another name, and dad got a le t t e r  out t o  h i s  brother 
right away and his  brother c m ~  f r a a  out East, and this  man had been a 
professor of Hebrew and Greek and sanething else a t  an university in the 
Fast. Now, hi& one I 've forgot. Yale runs in my nemry, but *rher 
it was or not I don't h o w .  Eut out of mrk, and he just h i t  the road 
and changed his name and nobody knew *re he was. But, he did get in  
contact with his  brother before he died, and I imagine there mst have 
been other situations similar t o  that.  

Q: Became a janitor in the church and he was a professor? 

A: I k a t ' s  right. The f i r s t  inkling that my dad had of anything on that 
order was one time in the s e m n  he said sanething about, "And the Greek 
says . . . and that mans . . ." And af ter  church the janitor stops him 
and says, 'No, the Greek says this . . .and this  is &at it mans . . . I !  

(laugjhs) And he did a double t a k  and said, "Hey, w've got quite a 
janitor here." And he was right. So that was the f i r s t  i n k l a  he had 
and that was just before he w n t  to  the county h e .  That ws the f i r s t  
anybody hew he was an educated m. 

So, as  a kid E =re a l l  in the same boat, and everybody played together. 
bk didn't have any mvies. You didn' t wrry about the fact yau didn't 
have a w i e  to  go to. bk a l l  w n t  out and played in the evening together. 
k s t  of the kids all w r k d  during the sunnrer, didn't think anything 
about it. 

Q: EIow many in  yuur family, Jim? 

A: There =re three, a brother and a s is ter .  

Q: O l d e r ,  younger? 

A: I ' m  tihe youngest. My s i s te r  is  the oldest, and vie a l l  got through 
school. My s is ter  vent tm years t o  college and carmuted, a l i t t l e  
two-year college in the next tawn in M t .  Carrol. And in those days you 



could get a teacher ' s license with tm years of college, and she was a 
teacher. She f inally finished college a t  the age of 62, and got her 
bachelor's degree when she was 62 years old, raising her m a  family. My 
brother got through school and medical school. I got--I mrked a year 
and then mnt  t o  college a year, then I was appointed t o  the Naval Academy 
so al l  three of us got an education. 

Q: Back t o  the time Jim when you =re really young, you said your ear l ies t  
m r i e s  =re of Armington, hat =re your ear l ies t  m r i e s ?  

A:  'Ihe f i r s t  thing that I think that I r d e r  (chuckles) was my fourrh 
birthday. I remeuiber that very clearly. The f i r s t  time I r d r  
having a birthday party my sister and saw others had decorated the roam 
and I r d e r  the roan decorations and the neighborhood kids al l  caning 
in. Fbst of them =re older than me. I was the youngest. I was the 
squirt. Had a good t h .  

I remember the church Fxxnen made apple butter every year. There was a 
f ie ld  behind our house and the m n  wuld  c a m  and build a big bonfire and 
had a big iron kettle--stirring it w i t h  moden paddles, making these 
great big kettles fu l l  of apple butter. And one nun who  can^ by dropped 
a quarter in each year, and he said, 'Now you keep s t i r r ing and that 
quarter w i l l  keep it fran sticking." And he m l d  caw and get his 
quarter when it was aver. (laughs) 

bk didn't have an a u t m b i l e ,  but that didn't seem t o  bother. W got 
a r d  all  right. 

Q: You lived in town? 

A: k lived in town. 

Q: By the church so . . . 
A: Just a block away from the church. Sane way i n  kukegan w =re a 
long ways frrm the chuxch; w walked a t  f i r s t  and then they built a 
parsonage behind the church. &en w e  f i r s t  w n t  there VE =re qyite a 
ways away E r a  the church and w wuld walk t o  church every Sunday. You 
walked everywhere you w n t :  you walked araund town. 

Q: You ude n-ention that your father ms Danish. FIas he second generation 
Danish? 

A: His grandfather c e  aver fran the old country, and my grandfather 
changed the spelling of our name, he had w e d  a l i t t l e  farther north 
than &ere great-grandfather had came from. The m was was originally 
B-0-K-U-P and he changed it t o  B-0-R-0-P. The people would mispronounce 
it--none of us could pronounce it right anyway so it doesn't make my 
difference. 

Q: Wat kind of a man was your dad? 

A: My dad w s  a very gentle mn, very quiet. Robust, he was born and 
raised on a farm. He was healthy and strong used to  the out-of-doors, 
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and used t o  hard mrk.  And I don't h o w ,  I ' m  like any other kid, I 
admired my dad. I guess the reason I didn't go into the ministry f i r s t  
was I didn't have the patience that he had. I think he had the patience 
of Job with people and I decided I couldn't--if I couldn't have that kind 
of patience I ' d  better not go into the ministry. But he had talked a lo t  
about the navy; he had been an enlisted man in the Spanish-hrican war 
in the navy, and chaplain in the army in World Mar I. He used to  get 
le t ters  fran a couple of his  old shipmates, one i n  New York, one in 
California, and him in I l l inois.  They never did a l l  get together ; they 
kept planning things and always sonrething writ wrong. But I used to  be 
fascinated reading those le t ters .  

So after  I had finished high school I didn't h o w  any politicians so I 
thaught I wuld t ry  t o  get in the Coast Guard Academy, but didn't. They 
required examinations, but no appointment. Coming fran a small tom like 
Lanark with only 24 i n  our graduating class I didn't even have enough 
credits to  get into Eureka College. I had t o  while I was working that 
year take another math course f rcm the high school m t h  teacher who is 
s t i l l  living, ninety sotre years old now, and got enough credits t o  get 
into Eureka College. I had saved enough mney over the year t o  go to  
college, three hundred dollars. I wish you could give kids their college 
for three hundred dollars nw. (laughs) Everybody in  college worked, 
thmgh you mrked for the college and that paid your board and roam. 
Eberybody put in tw lve  hours wrking. 

Q: A t  Eureka? 

A: At Eureka, yes, yes. I don't think there was anybody on carpus that 
wasn't mrking for the school. They had one hired rnan and everything 
else was done by the students. And you paid your board and roam that 
way; then i f  you did anything beyond your twelve hours you got tenty-f ive  
cents an hour. Zhat's how I got emugh money t o  have a date with Wf. 
(laughs) Then you could havehocked E over with a feather. I got a 
le t t e r  £ran Leo E. Allen, who I understand is s t i l l  living. He was then 
the Republican head of the House Rules Carmittee and he ws from Galena, 
I l l inois and that was the dis t r ic t  we w r e  in. And it said to  ccme see 
him when Congress ws out, out of session. So I witched the paper and 
when Congress was out of session I hitch-hiked hme, as mst of the kids 
did, and my father drove m over t o  Galena and ws w n t  in t o  ca l l  on him. 
J3e asked me my full name, I gave him my fu l l  n a n ~  and he said, Well ,  I 
just wanted to  l e t  you know 1've just appointed you t o  the Naval Academy." 
You could have knocked ~IE over with a feather. It was four years la ter  
and one of the lllen m s  then dead that I found out: tm of the rzlen, the 
local barber who was aur neighbor and one of the big wigs in the Aaerican 
Legion. And a poet Glenn Mrd Dresbach, who had written to  him and told 
him that he had never appointed anybody £ran Ianark, Illinois to  any of 
the academies and they had a candidate. lhey sent himmy nane and he 
appointed ne. 

Q: That's all that ms necessary was just the appoinment? You just . . 

A: &re muld have been a h a t  you ca l l  a "substantiating exam1' i n  
those days. They didn't use-they didn't have college entrance exams 



Rev. James Ebrop 6 

then, but since I was already in college i f  your grades are good enough, 
and they didn't say what good enough w s  and I was taking extra courses, 
an extra caurse in math then also, but if your grades are good enaugh 
they muld accept my college credits and I wouldn't have t o  take the 
exam. So that mde UE really study. (laughs) I saw Wf one day and 
one evening a ~ e k ;  the r e s t  of the timt I wis hit t ing the books. 

Q: You were a freshman? 

A: I was a freshman. I ended up standing one in the college that year. 
I didn't do rrolch but study. (chckles)  Go out and jog in the evening, 
run down the road and back and get back t o  wrk.  

Q: That was 1937? 

A: 1937 and 1938. I w n t  into the academy in June 23, 1938. Retired 
from the navy in April 1 , 1973. Nm d m t  do you want frcrn there? 

Q: I ' d  like to  hear some move about you gruwing up when you e r e  real 
l i t t l e .  I 'd like t o  hear sonre m r e  about growing up a preacher's kid. 

A: &awing, up a preacher's kid. You always heard the wrst kid in town 
ms the preacher ' s son. And I ' ve seen that affect a lo t  of preacher ' s 
kids, trying t o  wercme--mother was pretty sharp on that, maybe because 
she ms one of seventeen. (laughs) 

Q: Lhat was your mther  ' s f i r s t  mm? 

A: Pbther ' s  first name was Mary, it w s  Mary Maud, everyone k n m  her as 
Maud, knaw her by her second nan-e, Mazy Maud. She used t o  t e l l  that 
if you w l d  laugh with people they can't laugh at  you. Go ahead and 
agree with them, don't l e t  it worry you. Say, "Yeah, I can't  do that, 
you're right," and I never had any problem with it. I've seen scme 
other preacher's kids that thought they had to ,  had to prove themselves, 
and that a s  good advice. I never had t o  prove myself on that score. 
After they saw it didn't bother you they stopped heckling you. 

Q: You Ean kidding you because you E r e  a preacher's kid? 

A: Yes, right. 

Q: h t  was the Disciples of a r is t  like back then? Was it a pretty 
strict denmination or ELS it . . . 
A: I can tell you what the group I was with ms like. (laughs) It was 
sticking pretty close t o  the founder's s tatemat,  Alexander Carpbell's 
statement, 'When the Scriptures speak VE speak, &en they are s i lent  w 
are silent." Stayed very close t o  that exept it didn't speak every 
place where the scriptures spoke. I never heard of the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, but I did h o w  my dad believed in the Holy S p i r i t  as a 
person, and the Third Person of the Trinity; did know of the Trinity and 
that the Holy SpFrit w s  not an "itt1 but a person. I r e n m h x  my brother 
questioning him on that one time so he said, 'Sext Sunday that' s &at 
WE ' re  going t o  talk about," t h a t  ms his semn the next Sunday m s  the 
"Person of the Holy Spirit" and I ramhered that. 
























































































































































































































