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Preface

This manuscript is the product of tape recorded interviews conducted by
Don Vanzant for the Oral History Office in the fall of 1983. Don Vanzant
transcribed the tapes and edited the transcript. James Borop reviewed
the transcript.

James Borop was born in Pensacola, Florida on April 3, 1919. His boyhood
in rural Tllinois was influenced by his father, a Protestant preacher,
and valuable experiences during the depression years. He attended Eureka
College one year and then received an appointment to the Naval Academy
prior to World War II. He served through the war primarily in the task
force forming the blockade in the Southern Atlantic. He served aboard
the USS Milwaukee and the USS Marblehead, before going to Graduate School
Amnapolis, Following the war he was chief engineer on the Japanese
battleship ato for her transport to the nuclear tests at Bikini. He
worked in the Norfolk Naval Shipyard in the conversion of the fleet to
carry nuclear bombs, and his observations of nuclear arms are quite

unique.

Captain Borop served in Japan as an engineer in the shipyard, as well as
in England, and Panama City, Florida before retiring from the navy in
April of 1973. Upon retirement he changed titles from Captain to Reverend
as he became pastor of two rural Disciples of Christ churches in central
Illinois.

The interviewer, Don Vanzant, was born to a farm family in central Illinois.
He graduated from Western Military Academy and attended Illinois State
University and Sangamon State University. He moved to Morrisonville,
Illinois, in 1972 to operate a cash grain farm, and was installed as

elder in one of the churches pastored by Rev. Borop.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the view
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.




Reverend James Borop, October 16, 1983, Decatur, Illinois.
Don Vanzant, Interviewer.

Q: Jim why don't you start by giving your family history. Where were
you born?

A: Well, I was born at just the end of World War I in Pensacola, Florida.
Background of why in Pensacola when my father was from Illinois is my
mother's parents--my grandfather, was a shipbuilder . . , my father was a
chaplain in the army in World War I, and he was gone and Mother had gone
home and her parents were living in Pensacola, Florida. So, I was born
in Pensacola, Florida.

Q: When?

A: In 1919--1919., My father was on a transport bringing troops back
from France about that time.

Q: What was your father's name?

A: My father was Niles Borop, Niles A. Borop. A decendant of the Danes.
He was Danish, my mother was English.

And at the time you were born he was .
He was at sea.

He was at sea?

Right.

So your mother was staying . . .

With my grandparents in Pensacola, so that is why I ended up being
orn in Florida.

You're a navy man from way back.
(laugh) Yeah.

And where was your home after you were born? Where did you move to?

TR L gr e r Lo 2o

I guess I was four or six months old, we--they came back to Illinois
and to Olney, Illinois. He was a minister at Armington. That is where
my memories begin is at Armington. I had one memory of a place I didn't
know where it was. I described it to my mother and she said it was
Olney. That was .
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ington's up in the northern part of the state?
p P

e

Armington is near Bloomington. In that area.

When your father--when World War I was over, your father moved . . .
Back to Illinois.

Back to Illinois, and started being . . .

A minister.

What demonination?

Disciples of Christ.

Was he the pastor of a Disciples of Christ church in Olney?

In Armington, Illinois. Right.

e L ERe 2o E o FR

You lived in town?

A: Lived in town, what town there is. (laughs) What there is of it we
lived there. Moved from there to Waukegan, Illinois. I guess that is
the largest town I lived in as a boy.

Q: About what year was that Jim?

A: Well, I started school in Waukegan. I would have been six years old
so six and nine would have been 1925--about 1924 or 1925. And we were
there until--well, I remember when Lindbergh flew the ocean. I can
remember when we--when the Spirit of St. Louis flew over Waukegan and we
all stood out in the yard g Took up at 1it, (1aughs) to see the Spirit
of St. Louis coming back.

Q: He made his tour across the country?

A: Yes, he made his tour afterwards. Everybody was singing a song on
the player piano called "Lucky Lindy." (laughs) Let's see--Waukegan we
left there and went to Oklahoma. That was about the fifth grade when we
moved to Oklahoma--Pawnee, Oklahoma, and I was there fifth, sixth, and
seventh grades. Then we came back to Lanark, Illinois up in northwestern
Illinois and I went through eighth grade and high school there.

The depressmn was on. I read some of the histories of the depressn.on,
and my impressions aren't the same. Because I guess everybody was in the
same boat. It didn't bother near as much as you look back and read these
horrible things. But there were a lot of men, you really couldn't call
them bums, but that's what they were, they were on the bum. They were
dom—rldlng the railroads., Each little town had a place for those who
stopped there to stop and sleep, and they kept it clean, that's one
thing, T used to go in there and take a look, and it was always clean.
Those men kept it real clean.
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After I finished high school I worked a while in an A&P store. Each
morning there would be one or two men come by and want to do some work
for anything you had left over. Each one would just look for one thing.
One would look for potatoes, one for meat, one for something else, they
they would go back and cook it.

There used to be always somebody coming to our house and my dad never
turned anybody away, or my mother, But almost invariably--and they
always seemed to be good men--they wanted to work, they didn't want to
Jjust take a meal for free. They would mow the lawn, saw wood, they
wanted to do something. They were just--they were men out of work and
they were going down the road.

To get an idea of the time, the church janitor had been the janitor for a
long time. He had come to town down the railroad. Everybody knew him as
Mr. Sparks. Eventually Mr. Sparks became very ill and couldn't take care
of himself any more and he was in the county home. My father went to see
him regularly, and one day as he knew he was dying he gave my dad the
name of his brother which was not Sparks. I've forgotten what the name
was, but it was another name, and dad got a letter out to his brother
right away and his brother came from out East, and this man had been a
professor of Hebrew and Greek and something else at an university in the
East. Now, which one I've forgot., Yale runs in my memory, but whether
it was or not I don't know. But out of work, and he just hit the road
and changed his name and nobody knew where he was. But, he did get in
contact with his brother before he died, and I imagine there must have
been other situations similar to that.

Q: Became a janitor in the church and he was a professor?

A: That's right. The first inkling that my dad had of anything on that
order was one time in the sermon he said something about, "And the Greek
says . . . and that means . , ." And after church the janitor stops him
and says, '"No, the Greek says this . . .and this is what it means . . ."
(laughs) And he did a double take and said, "Hey, we've got quite a
Jjanitor here." And he was right. So that was the first inkling he had
and that was just before he went to the county home. That was the first
anybody knew he was an educated man.

S0, as a kid we were all in the same boat, and everybody played together.
We didn't have any movies. You didn't worry about the fact you didn't
have a movie to go to. We all went out and played in the evening together.
Most of the kids all worked during the summer, didn't think anything

about it.

Q: How many in your family, Jim?

A: There were three, a brother and a sister.

Q: Older, younger?

A: TI'm the youngest. My sister is the oldest, and we all got through

school. My sister went two years to college and commuted, a little
two-year college in the next town in Mt. Carrol. And in those days you



Rev. James Borop 4

could get a teacher's license with two years of college, and she was a
teacher., She finally finished college at the age of 62, and got her
bachelor's degree when she was 62 years old, raising her own family. My
brother got through school and medical school I got--1 worked a year

and then went to college a year, then I was appointed to the Naval Academy
so all three of us got an education.

Q: Back to the time Jim when you were really young, you said your earliest
memories were of Armington, what were your earliest memories?

A: The first thing that I think that I remember (chuckles) was my fourth
birthday. I remember that very clearly. The first time I remember
having a birthday party my sister and some others had decorated the room
and I remember the room decorations and the neighborhood kids all coming
in., Most of them were older than me. I was the youngest. I was the
squirt. Had a good time.

I remember the church women made apple butter every year. There was a
field behind our house and the men would come and build a big bonfire and
had a big iron kettle--stirring it with wooden paddles, making these
great big kettles full of apple butter. And one man who came by dropped
a quarter in each year, and he said, "Now you keep stirring and that
quarter will keep it from sticking." And he would come and get his
quarter when it was over. (laughs)

We didn't have an automobile, but that didn't seem to bother. We got
around all right.

Q: You lived in town?
A: We lived in town,
Q: By the church so . . .

A: Just a block away from the church. Same way in Waukegan we were a
long ways from the church; we walked at first and then they built a
parsonage behind the church When we first went there we were quite a
ways away from the church and we would walk to church every Sunday. You
walked everywhere you went: you walked around town.

Q: You made mention that your father was Danish. Was he second generation
Danish?

A: His grandfather came over from the old country, and my grandfather
changed the spelling of our name, he had moved a little farther north
than where great-grandfather had come from. The name was was originally
B~0-R-U-P and he changed it to B-0-R-O-P. The people would mispronounce
it--none of us could pronounce it right anyway so it doesn't make any
difference,

Q: What kind of a man was your dad?

A: My dad was a very gentle man, very quiet. Robust, he was born and
raised on a farm. He was healthy and strong used to the out-of-doors,
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and used to hard work. And I don't know, I'm like any other kid, I
admired my dad. I guess the reason I didn't go into the ministry first
was I didn't have the patience that he had. I think he had the patience
of Job with people and I decided I couldn't--if I couldn't have that kind
of patience I'd better not go into the ministry. But he had talked a lot
about the navy; he had been an enlisted man in the Spanish-American war
in the navy, and chaplain in the army in World War I. He used to get
letters from a couple of his old shipmates, one in New York, one in
California, and him in Illinois. They never did all get together; they
kept plamning things and always something went wrong. But I used to be
fascinated reading those letters.

So after I had finished high school I didn't know any politicians so I
thought I would try to get in the Coast Guard Academy, but didn't. They
required examinations, but no appointment. Coming from a small town like
Lanark with only 24 in our graduating class I didn't even have enough
credits to get into Eureka College. I had to while I was working that
year take another math course from the high school math teacher who is
still living, ninety some years old now, and got enocugh credits to get
into Eureka College. I had saved enough money over the year to go to
college, three hundred dollars. I wish you could give kids their college
for three hundred dollars now. (laughs) Everybody in college worked,
though you worked for the college and that paid your board and room.
Everybody put in twelve hours working.

Q: At Eureka?

A: At Fureka, yes, yes. I don't think there was anybody on campus that
wasn't working for the school. They had one hired man and everything
else was done by the students. And you paid your board and room that
way; then if you did anything beyond your twelve hours you got twenty-five
cents an hour. That's how I got enough money to have a date with Muff.
(laughs) Then you could haveknocked me over with a feather. I got a
letter from Leo E. Allen, who I understand is still living. He was then
the Republican head of the House Rules Committee and he was from Galena,
I1linois and that was the district we were in. And it said to come see
him when Congress was out, out of session. So I watched the paper and
when Congress was out of session I hitch-hiked home, as most of the kids
did, and my father drove me over to Galena and we went in to call on him.
He asked me my full name, I gave him my full name and he said, '"Well, I
Jjust wanted to let you know I've just appointed you to the Naval Academy."
You could have knocked me over with a feather. It was four years later
and one of the men was then dead that I found out two of the men, the
local barber who was our neighbor and one of the big wigs in the American
legion, And a poet Glemn Ward Dresbach, who had written to him and told
him that he had never appointed anybody fram Lanark, Illinois to any of
the academies and they had a candidate. They sent him my nane and he
appointed me.

Q: That's all that was necessary was just the appointment? You just . .

A: 'There would have been a what you call a "substantiating exam'' in
those days. They didn't use~-they didn't have college entrance exams
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then, but since I was already in college if your grades are good enough,
and they didn't say what good enough was and I was taking extra courses,
an extra course in math then also, but if your grades are good enough
they would accept my college credits and I wouldn't have to take the
exam. So that made me really study. (laughs) I saw Muff one day and
one evening a week; the rest of the time I was hitting the books.

Q: You were a freshman?

A: I was a freshman. I ended up standing one in the college that year.
I didn't do much but study. (chuckles) Go out and jog in the evening,
run down the road and back and get back to work.

Q: That was 19372

A: 1937 and 1938. I went into the academy in June 23, 1938. Retired
from the navy in April 1, 1973. Now what do you want fram there?

Q: 1I'd like to hear some more about you growing up when you were real
little. I'd like to hear some more about growing up a preacher's kid.

A: Growing up a preacher's kid. You always heard the worst kid in town
was the preacher's son. And I've seen that affect a lot of preacher's
kids, trying to overcome~-mother was pretty sharp on that, maybe because
she was one of seventeen. (laughs)

Q: What was your mother's first name?

A: Mother's first name was Mary, it was Mary Maud, everyone knows her as
Maud, know her by her second name, Mary Maud. She used to tell me that
if you would laugh with people they can't laugh at you. Go ahead and
agree with them, don't let it worry you. Say, 'Yeah, I can't do that,
you're right," and I never had any problems with it. I've seen some
other preacher's kids that thought they had to, had to prove themselves,
and that was good advice. I never had to prove myself on that score.
After they saw it didn't bother you they stopped heckling you.

Q: You mean kidding you because you were a preacher's kid?
A: Yes, right.

Q: What was the Disciples of Christ like back then? Was it a pretty
strict denomination or was it . . .

A: T can tell you what the group I was with was like. (laughs) It was
sticking pretty close to the founder's statement, Alexander Campbell's
statement, '"When the Scriptures speak we speak, when they are silent we
are silent." Stayed very close to that except it didn't speak every
place where the scriptures spoke. I never heard of the baptism of the
Holy Spirit, but I did know my dad believed in the Holy Spirit as a
person, and the Third Person of the Trinity; did know of the Trinity and
that the Holy Spirit was not an "it" but a person. I remember my brother
questioning him on that one time so he said, '"Next Sunday that's what
we're going to talk about," that was his sermon the next Sunday was the
"Pexson of the Holy Spirit" and I remembered that.
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