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Preface 

This manuscript is rhe product of a tape recorded interview conducted by 
Kevin Corley for a special project, "Illinois Coal: The Legacy of an 
Indusrrial Society." The project m s  sponsored by the Illinois State 
Historical Society 4 kided i n  part by the Illinois Humanities Council 
and the National Fdowent for the Himmities. Pdditional support came 
from the O r a l  History Office of Sangmn State University. Joyce Fisher 
transcribed the tapes and Susan Jones edited the transcript. 

Frank Borgognoni was born i n  1924. h r h g  the time of the coal mine 
troubles betwen the Progressive Miners of America and the United Wine 
Workers, his father ran a tavern that was £reqyented by the Progressives. 
&an this vantage point Mr. Borgognoni MS able to gain keen insight into 
the developments of these rival unions. Later he a W ernployee 
of Peabody Coal Capany and saw the arrival of a new era of mechanization 
in  the mines ~JXI its effect on the carmrunities. 

Readers of the oral history m i r  should bear i n  m i d  that it i s  a 
transcript of the spoken mrd, and that the interviewr, narrator a d  
editor sm&t to preserve the informal, conversational style that i s  
inherent in such historical sources. S q m n  State University and the 
Illinois S ta t e  Historical Library are not responsible for the factual 
accuracy of the m i r ,  nor for views expressed therein; tkse  are for 
the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in  ole or in p a t  by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without permission in  writing frm the Oral History Offic.e, Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, I l l inois,  62708. 
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Rank Borgognoni, Bulpitt, I l l inois,  June 24, 1986. 

Kevin Corley, Interviewr. 

Q: Mr. Eorgognoni, wuld you please state your f u l l  name? 

A: hank Borgognoni. 

Q: Do you have a d d l e  m? 

A: Pete. 

Q: Pete, a l l  right. khat was the time and place of your birth? 

A: July 4, 1924. 

Q: What do you how about your fmi ly  surname, Borgognoni? Is that f rom 
. . .  
A: That's f rom Italy, They =re raised on a farm, a small farm. My 
father came to this country, his purpose in  coming over here, he wanted 
to see a d  lacate his  father's grave in WAlester, Oklahama. He got 
killed i n  a coal mine over there, an l  when he e n t  dom there, he cuuldn't 
find the marker. So therefore he came back up here in Ladd, right after 
the Cherry Disaster and there he located his uncle. He w s  sixteen years 
of age, and jll order for h i m  to be able to wrk  in  the coal mine, thirty-six 
inch coal. He mrked on his hands and lmees, he shot his o m  places, he 
shoveled his own coal, 4 a l l  that. In order for him t o  be able to  go 
dom below his uncle had to  take him with him because he ms not old 
enough and didn' t have no miner ' s papers, so therefore his uncle took him 
under his jurisdiction in  there. He tiorked there a couple of years and 
did m t  like it. So he traveled down here to  Qxistian County here he 
had sare friends. One friend in particular, Sam k m r d i ,  who ran the 
Hawaiian Inn for a period of years in Taylorville, Illinois. Some how or 
other, I don't know how, but he got a job a t  Number Eight, a t  the coal 
mine. 

Q: b w  did he how these friends? Where did he how them fran? 

A: I t ' s  just like anything else, his friends that I ' m  talking about =re 
originally £ran Italy from the same providence where he came from. 

Q: What providence m s  that? 

A: That muld be Bologna. 
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Frank Borgognoni 2 

Q: Bologna, a l l  right. And you say it 's a farming carrsrnrnity in the 
hil ls?  

A: That ms the purpose then they came over here to  male some money i n  
order to buy scxne mre land to enlarge their farm. 

Q: Yes. 

A: His father got killed, so when he was here wer a couple or three or 
four years here i n  &istian County dom here a t  Wine Nwlber Eight, he 
did--through my mther ' s telling rm so--he saved a thousand dollars and 
sent it to his mther. She ended up with 84 acres of g r d  wer there, 
she bought ground w i t h  the mney. His intentions was really just to w r k  
just a few years here anl go back to  Italy. kt he mt my nother, got 
married, and he stayed here, he never did go back. 

Q: What was your mther 's  maiden nam? 

A: Corso. 

Q: Okay, &at was her f i r s t  m? 

Q: bu i se  Corso. 

A: Better know as Gee-Gee Borgognoni. They called her here, the people 
that hew her, they called her Gee-Gee, a d  her real name ms Louise 
Borgognoni . 
Q: A l l  right, you say your mother bought the farm then back there, do 
they still om it, your f d l y ?  

A: My grandmother bought it. 

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: (XI my father's side. 

Q: Right. 

A: Yes, they still own it. men she d i d ,  they sent my father the 
papers to s ign  i n  order to get his portion of the farm a d  he muldn't 
take any of it. He said that his brother had taken care of his mther 
there for 35 years, that he w s  going to  give his part to his brother and 
he gave it a l l  to him. His part of it. And that 's h t .  . . . 
Q: Yes. How did they send the noney? Wlat uas the method of getting it 
there? 

A: I think, to the best of my knowledge, that the biggest part of it was 
sent through an Italian counsellor up here in  Springfield. But I 'm not 
sure, but I think tha t  was the procedure that they used. 
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Frank Ebrgognoni 3 

Q: Yes. D i d  you ever here the counsellor ' s name? 

A: Never did. Never did. But they had one up there. 

Q: Yes. Do you remanber the story about a guy in Langleyville, the 
family who ws sending their mney to  Italy thrm& a counsellor in  
Springfield? 

A: I did ,  I certainly did. A t  the particular time, I was six years of 
age and I attended the f i r s t  grade of school a t  Langleyville. That's the 
reason I how how old I was. My school teacher was Mrs. Garandini, a d  
she ws an Italian teacher. Just catty-corner across fran me was tw 
people living there, one by the name of Pia, and I don' t ranenher the 
other one. They E r e  sersling mney through this one counsellor and 
somehow or another, the mney was not getting back to Italy like it was 
supposed to. They f o d  than both dead in  the basement, shot to death. 
More or less they thought it w s  the Italian counsellor that was anbezzling 
the mney a d  they thought he m s  to blame. But I cannot verify that as 
a £act, just hearsay. 

Q: Yes. Do you how i f  that 's the same counsellor your parent's used? 

A: I couldn't t e l l  you that. I couldn't really t e l l  you that for sure. 
I don' t know. 

Q :  Do you know, =re there usually more than one counsellors a t  that 
time? 

A: I didn't how. I was just a kid and I just . . . 
Q: Yes. Well, that's an interesting story. I just thought that we'd 
try to figure that out a l i t t l e  bit. 

A: Yes, I ramher  that. In fact, I even lived there when they had 
killed t w  other people across the street £ran me there. 

Q: Oh, really? T w  other people? 

A: Yes. They =re supposed to be then known as par t  of the Mafia, of 
d-ich I don ' t know for sure. But they =re, how wuld you say that, when 
you try to get people to  give them mney? 

Q: Extortion? 

A: Fxtortion, and it didn't mrk out that my. The man ws waiting for 
them, Erm what I hear, w i t h  a gun and shot him. He didn't have no 
intention of giving them anythug. 

Q: Yes. Now, wis that A r t  Cioni? 

A: kt Cioni, yes. 

Q: I 've heard that story before. 
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A :  And I lived across the s t reet  that night. 

Q: AzrJ, you heard the shots? 

A: No. No, I didn't .  I was just a youngster and, of course, I was wke 
up after  it vas all arer with. W z t  that's the way the story writ. 

Q: Yes. What 'd they do with the bodies? 

A: I don't how about that either. I how that s d o w  or other whatever 
he told the s ta te ' s  attorney in Taylorvil le, that it m s  m r e  or less 
looked upon as . . . 
Q: Self defense? 

A: . . . self defense and justified hcanocide or hatever ,  and that was 
just about it. Then I also lived here across the s t reet .  

A: In Bulpitt here, *en t w  other fellows E r e  shot by one shot. One 
shot came out of a shotgun. They had what they called a pumpkin seed in  
the shell.  It w n t  thrmgh one fellow by the name of M r .  Jones, and he 
msn ' t  a Progressive or a coal miner. &It the other one was a Progressive, 

ly ,  but it wasn't 
shotgun, drunk, 
that ' s  how they 

a d  they b l a  it on a fellow by the nxce of Hap Donne1 
him. It MS a PLogressive miner MS in  the alley with a 
and the gun w n t  off accidentally. But he was drunk and 
got killed. I was also living in Bulpitt then. 

Q: Do you h o w  h t  the  Progressive's name was that did the shooting? 

A: A11  I hew him by was Jocko they called him. He was an old Lithuanian 
Progressive miner. He didn't do it on plrpose but he was drunk. 

Q: Did he get convicted for it? 

A: Nobody ever knew about it. 

Q: Nobody knew, it was just stories. 

A: Nobody h e w  about it. Just one fellow here i n  Bulpitt: knew about it. 
He never did say nothing. He finally told this fellow's dad, he said, "I 
know dm shot your father," after the fellow died, he said, "I just  
didn't  mt to say anything." He said, '?Ie didn't  do it on purpose, he 
was drunk, and he told re." The m is  a postmaster now d m  here a t  the 
post office, Lynn Jones. 

Q: Lynn Jones? 

A: Lynn Jones. He hows about i t ,  hows h o  the fel 

Q: God. kt 'S get back for a minute to  your father 
here. Did he cane alone t ram Italy? 

low was. 

ad his  W g r a t i o n  
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A: He came alone as a boy sixteen years old, not knowing anybody other 
than his father. He h e w  that his uncle vas up here up north in Ladd, 
I l l inois .  

Q: He rmst've f e l t  very strongly a b u t  finding your grandfather's grave. 

A: Yes, he did. He wanted to  how what happened to him, and he wanted 
t o  know h e r e  his grave was. He didn ' t  say why he want4 to know &ere 
it m s  at  but he m t e d  t o  locate it. men he got dom there, he could 
not find it. Why, I don't how. 

Q: Okay. So that's just a mystery that  . . . 
A: I t ' s  just  a mystery. There was no marker or nothing there. 

Q: Are there any other s tories  that have came dom t o  you about your 
parents? 

A: I had an uncle that lived in  Langleyville, by the name of Vincent 
Corso. He wrked a t  W e r  Eight, arad he was responsible for the &ole 
family coming over here, txo sisters a d  a brother. He made the mney 
wrking i n  the coal mine and he brought h i s  mther over here. He writ 
down t o  the bottan one day and got ahold of Fk. Shaw, the mine manager. 
He said, "I can' t tmrk in  that place no mre. The roof's aw£ul bad ." He 
says, "It's going t o  cune in  any time." O f  course, he talked broken 
Fmglish, and Mr. Shaw said, "You get back in  there a d  go back t o  w r k  or 
I ' l l  f i r e  you." 

Q: Did Mr. Shawunderstarad him? 

A: Yes .  So I'll t e l l  you the f u l l  story on t h i s  just  exactly how it 
a t .  It ws told to m by my father. He went in there, he m s n ' t  i n  
there five minutes, the roof caved in and killed him. It was about a 
-ek or tw a f t e r  I ws born. 

Q: Yes. Did Mr. Shaw get  in  trouble for that? 

A: No, not one b i t .  Not one b i t  of trouble. 

Q: Did your uncle's family get ccxnpensation? 

A: My gandrmther got a l i t t le  b i t  of mney. I don't how h o w m h ,  
what it amounted to ,  but she got a l i t t le  b i t  of mney out of that. As 
the years wnt by, my father started this tavern and Mr. Shaw cam in 
there one day. J3e said, 'Tete, I how that  I 'm responsible for your 
brother-in-la getting killed." My father said, "Yes, I how that." He 
said, 'You have to  l ive  with it, I don' t ." "Pete," he said, "I 've really 
rea l ly  lived hard uver that," he said, "I 'm sorry." ' W e l l  ," he said, "lik 
I said, you have t o  live with it, I don't." 

Q: Y e s .  So that  was punishen: enough. 

A: ?hat was it. My father never said anymore. Tnat was the length of 
the conversation. In fac t ,  my father d idn ' t  even want him in the place, 
real ly.  
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Q : Yes . But he a1 lowed him in anyway? 

A: He allowd him in there anyway, &ch he f e l t  l ike  he had every right: 
t o  come in  there as any other American c i t izen  or otherwise, you know, 
how w l ive  in  this country. 

Q: Y e s .  

A : We ke  easy to  forget. 

Q: Yes .  That's g o d .  

A: Forget and forgive in  other wrds .  It 's too l a t e  now t o  w r r y  about 
it i n  o t k  mrds .  

Q: Yes. Let E turn this off just  a second. (tape turned off m n t a r i l y )  
Okay, before I turned off the tape, w =re talking about your father. 
What was his occupation in  the mine, *at exactly did he do? 

A: He started out I guess at  58. I don't how what they had, hand 
loading in than days or a t  that particular time, but I ' m  not familiar 
with that. &It I do how that  when they f i r s t  got the f i r s t  cutting 
machine, I don' t h o w  i f  it was h a t  they called the Joy cutting machine 
or i f  it was what they called a mnkey gardener. Mr. Hardy, M r .  B i l l  
Hardy, put my father on t h i s  machine. He liked him so we11 on t h i s  
rrrachine that  a t  tha t  period of time, the mines would m r k  s i x  mnths and 
they'd be off six mnths. That ' s the m y  they operated. He came to  
Tmey where s l ~  lived, a d  he told my dad, he said, "Don't you t a k  a job 
no place else." He said, Vhen they go back to  m r k  every year," he 
said, "like off these layoffs, you'll  be the f i r s t  one to  go back t o  m r k  
and I'll cane and get you." 

Q: my did he feel  so strongly for him? 

A: He did h i s  job and he did it ~ 1 1 ,  real ly.  kt because he was my 
father,  but that's just  the way he operated. Everything he ever done, he 
t r ied to do it t o  the best of his abi l i ty .  But they claimed that  he ws 
one of the bet ter  cutting m h i n e  m n  zi&t Eran the start that  they had 
along the midland. They had quite a few mines a r d  here. 

Q: Yes. 

A: He even at  that  particular time, *ich you never heard o f ,  he got 
a r e r t h  you muldn' t believe. 

Q: They didn' t  have t o  give him wertime, they just  did i t ?  

A: But they did. Mr. Hardy gave him this arertirne because he wanted coal 
t o  start out with the next day. He h e w  my father would have these places 
cut  for him just the way he wanted it. 

Q: Yes. Well, good. All r ight ,  was your father ever injured on the 
job? 
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A: Wer was. Never NS injured to my howledge. 

Q: D i d  he ever describe his relationship w i t h  his fellow wrkers? 

A: k had a fellow wrking w i t h  him that he said wasn't w r t h  a dam. 
But he said they give it to  him and he didn't  care. He said he carried 
him and the only thing he didn't  like about th is  one mrker and he was 
h o r n  as the second man on the machine. But when they wmt on that 
str ike,  that major str ike there, my father ws standing outside of Nuniber 
Fifty-eight gate with a banner when the miners were corning hone that 
night, caning out of the gate. His second man, F h i l  Pet ty  from Taylorville, 
was s i t t ing  in the back seat,  he rolled dom the back window and he tr ied 
to  spi t  on him. This is the way he told it to E, he just dropped his  
banner. He said, "If I 've got to  stand here a d  take this, I don't want 
no part of it. " He nwer did go back, he said, "I '11 nmer go back to 
the coal mine," a d  he didn't. That m s  the erd of h i s  coal mine career 
during that mine strike. 

Q: So your father becane a Progressive? 

A: J3e became a Progressive, he run a tavern down here about half a 
block. He was the only Progressive miner with a tavern i n  &ist ian 
County. He told some stories about &t e n t  on. One of than I cauldn' t 
hardly believe, that they had a 30 caliber mte r  cooled mchine gun on 
these buildings. I guess it had to  be true. The reason they had that 
ws because they needed all the protection they cmld ger, they Ere 
outnumbered. They had the Progressives standing guard here one night and 
a fellow v e n t  by in one of these new type Fords. The f i r s t  V- 8 Ford they 
ever made, and he was really going down the road. They hollered, '!Halt" 
and he didn't  stop. The men opened up and l e t  him have it. Well, they 
cut down on him, they shot him. &en he stopped, he ended up on these 
gas panps here, dead. He had another fellow with him by the naae of 
Douglas WQuinty. He l ives over here i n  Bunker Hi l l ,  Kincaid over here. 
He crawled across the field on h i s  hands ard knees and got away. He 
lived. 

A: Wasn't touched. 

Q: No. 

A: IEe wasn't touched, and he got away. Wzt  another time they caught him 
dom here aml a man by the narne of Lawrence Store had him on a sidewalk 
~LXI had this 25 autmatic pistol d e r  h i s  chin. He told him he was dead 
and my father said, "For God ' s sake Lawrence , don't k i l l  him. " Tw or 
three guys had to plll him off and they turned him loose. 

Q: Now, m s  he a str ike breaker? 

A: WQuinty m s  known as a thug, a Peabody thug. Carried a gun for them 
a t  that particular t h ,  frm what I understand. Wnether i t ' s  true or 
not, I don't how. I'm jusr relating the story as it: was told to  IE by 
the older: fellows. I used to  sit  a r d  and l i s ten to than when I ms a 
boy 
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Q: CXI Fjnich building aut here did they have that machine gun? Was it a 
mchine gun or just a gun? 

A: It was supposed to actually been a water cooled machine gun with a 
jacket on it, had one of them mter  cranks on it, sitting on that building. 
To this day, I can' t hardly, but they m a r  by it, so I . . . 
Q: Which k i ld ing  ws it s i t t ing  on, do you h o w ?  

A: It 's the third building down £ran right here. This was one, t w o ,  
third lmilding dom. 

Q: Okay, so that's on 104 . . . 
A: No, i t ' s  right here on this s t reet  here. 

Q: What's the s t reet  called? 

A: That's Main Street. 

Q: Main Street. 

A :  The h i ld ing  right now has got a big rime on it, Joe's. It belongs 
to this fellow next door to  the o i l  man. 

Q: Was that a tavern down below a t  that t ime? 

A: It m s  my dad ' s tavern. 

Q: Your dad ' s tavern. 

A: My dad's tavern. 

Q: So even though your dad didn't wrk with the Progressives, didn't  
becane Progressive and stay with the coal mine, he ~ n t  back to his 
tavern and mst of his  friends E r e  Progressives. 

A: In favor of the Progressives because actually tha t ' s  *t he started 
out as, a Plcogressive. He did take the Progressive side. My father was 
a well respected man in  this county, I man not for nothing. We11 respected, 
highly regarded as a man with a l o t  of principle about him. For a person 
dm ws born i n  I ta ly  he didn't  even ta lk  broken Fmglish. What I mean, 
he spoke g o d  American English. But anymy, they wen used him as a 
d i a t o r  a t  different times when they wanted to  get smthing through. 
L i k  for instance one time, a ~ 1 1  knom Peabody man, he wm' t a bad 
fellow, he just happened to  be on the other side. He carrre up a d  said, 
"Pete, ' is  h t  he said. "Pete, can I ta lk  to  you for a minute?" He 
said, 'my ,  sure. Ccme on in ard you can talk t o m . "  He said, "Pete, 
i f  you got any friends that wants to  go back to w r k ,  you t e l l  them 
they'd better go back to  mrk. I t 's  been tm years now they've been on 
str ike,  they have los t  th i s  thing." Which was true, they l -d  lost .  

Q: bhat year was this? 
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A: Tho years after the trine wars started, dxitever year that was. 

Q: 1934 about? 

A: Sanewhere i n  a b u t  1934. So my father said, 'Well, I'll talk to  some 
of than." So he mt to Twey and just different guys that he talked to  
here in the tavern, he told them what the rrran had told him. It was 
surprising how many of the people that got mad a t  him and said, 'Those 
side are you on?" He said, "I 'm s t i l l  on the  sat^ side, but I'm just 
telling you what the man told me." He said, "You do &ichwer ym want 
to." That's just the k i d  of a guy he ms. Then during the war there, I 
ws in the service. He ws chosen one of the r rm in  Southfork Township 
to go aut on and make sales for g w e m n t ,  for U.S. Smings Bods during 
the wr. That's just how we11 he kkis thought of. 

Y e s .  T e l l  me how he came about owning the tavern. 

Oming the Lavern? 

Yes. 

He didn't want to go back to the coal mine no mre.  

Where did he get the mney to buy the tavern? 

He  b o r r d  the mney from Mr. Orlandini. He loaned 

Now, Mr. Orlandini, where . . . 
Nick Orlandini frm Tovey, Illinois. 

Okay. 

him the mney. 

He  liked my dad just like he did his own brother. He had a l i t t l e  
mney, a d  he said, "IE yau need it," and my father said, 'Well, i f  
you'll bring the papers here, I ' l l  sign the papers for this money that 
I ' m  borrowing fran you." He's got one son s t i l l  living there i n  Tmey 
and he can t e l l  the same story I 'm telling. He said, "I don't need the 
papers. Y o u r  name's good enough for me." WZlich made my father feel 
g o d .  

Q: Yes. 

A: He was just that honest. 

Q: Yes.  bhat tas  M r .  Orlandini's occupation? 

A: A t  that time they thought he was m r e  or less supposed to have been a 
bootlegger . 
Q: Oh, I see. 

A: O f  course, like I say, I was just a youngster ard it w s  no place for 
kids a t  that t b ,  dxttever they ms doing. 
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Q: Yes. A l l  right. Did he ever get caught with bootlegging? 

A: No t  to my howledge, not to my howledge. 

Q: Did he loan mney to other miners? 

A: I don't know about that. A l l  I know is he loaned my dad s o r ~  mney 
one time d that ws it. 

Q: Yes. That's interesting. 

A: Because they =re the type of people, *tever business you did with 
them was betmen you and them. They didn ' t  discuss it w i t h  anybody else. 
Tney e r e  just that god a people. They helped a lot  of people frm w h a t  
I understad, that needed mney 1 guess. 

Q: You're talking about the Orlardini's? 

A: Yes. They *re the type of people that i f  you needed help and they 
could help you, they'd help you, and they wre just a good type of people. 

Q: Yes. 

A : A s  far as I 'm concerned. 

Q: Yes. A l l  right, l e t  me stop this again. (tape turned off nmmentarily) 
m i l e  the tape m s  off,  you e r e  telling m about a shooting tha t  took 
plzce and witlh a National Guardsman? 

A :  Yes, in  Twey, Illinois. 'Ihe m m s  standing and leaning up against 
a fence, minding his om business. The best I h a w  i s  Mcs. Miller, said, 
'That's the man that 's  supposed to have been causing same trouble" or 
something. A National Guardsman got out of one of their vehicles and 
shot the man in  the knee, and later on died £ran it. There was nothing 
ever done about i t ,  nothing. 

Q: Now, she ws accusing this guy of being a Progressive troublemaker? 

A: He WIS a Progressive. She accused him, I guess, of being one of the 
Progressive troublemakers. 

Q: Do you how &at his nzm m s ?  

A: I think his nane was Andy Gany . 
Q: Oh, that' s right. Andy Gynes I think. I think it was GY-N-E-S or 
somshing. 

A: Well, his boy wnt by the name of Gany. I went to  school with him. 

Q: Oh, Gany , that ' s probably how you say it. 

A: Yes. 
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Q: Okay, I rmanber that. How did the camunity feel  about the National 
Guard there? 

A: lhey w r e  ter r ib ly  upset, but they did need t h a t  . . . my folks wxe  
Progressive and I don ' t how what a l l ,  but they did n e d  a National CXlard 
but they didn't  actually do it r ight  when they did cane in. lhey e r e  
par t ia l  towxds the IE.IW of A a t  that time. Ek& they needed a National 
Guard to  hold d m  a l l  the trouble. It could've been m r s e  i f  it hadn't 
been for them 4 they had a ten o 'clock curfew. If you Ere on the 
streets a t  ten o'clock, they'd run you i n  or  they'd take you t o  headquarters 
and you wre c p s t i o n d  why you wre on the street. It was dangerous, 
people wre carrying guns, PG' s and a l l .  k w  bad it was--a car load of 
these Peabody thugs that ws carrying guns for Peabody wuld r ide  down 
the street and actually grab guys, PG's, off  the sidewalk . . . 
Q: Now, dut 's a PG? 

A: FG's they called them, Progressive miners. 

Q: Oh, okay. 

A: . . . and haul them out in the country on the rural  roads and just  
l i t e r a l l y  beat their brains in. Then take than back into t o m  anl d~lmp 
them in the ditch. That I haw for a fact. I seen one man that  wasn't 
wen taking either side that got a beating, and he wre a headband for 
over three mnths,  I h o w ,  by the name of W i l l i a m s .  His father WIS just 
a dairy farmer, and he didn ' t  have no part of i t ,  even in the war. But 
he got h i s  head beat in. 

Q: was the leader of some of these Peabody thugs? 

A: Duke Livesay was the big mn, head man a r d  this part of the country, 
but he actually never muld get aut and do any k i d  of d i r t y  mrk himself. 
He t~as mre or less the big man. He had a guy l i k e  Fat Orlardi and 
Andrew Daugherty and a few other fellows that wuld get out and then 
force their demands, whatever they wanted them t o  do. Just do a l o t  of 
d i r t y  m r k  that was a l l  uncalled for ,  unnecessary. 

Q: hhat ws Duke Livesay's position with the canpany? 

A: He wasn't with the company, *at he ended up with was being board 
member of d i s t r i c t  t e l v e  here. That's what he ended up with. What he 
was doing at that particular the, he ms m e  or less l i k e  a p i t  c d t t e a n a n .  
But he was actually on the Peabody side. 

Q: Wlzat can you tell  llhe about the p i t  c d t t e a n a n  in  your fa ther ' s  
days, say before the mine wars. Did they have a big ro le  in helping to  
control things? 

A: I never did hear my father ever t a lk  too rmch about a p i t  camnitteeman 
when I m s  a boy. They more or less at  that tine they was just trying t o  
form a union. That never rea l ly  got rol l ing unit1 later on a f t e r  that 
big mine s t r ike  that they had. They actually had a union going for them, 
a s  far as I know. 
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Q: So the UMW tasn ' t too powrful unt i l  after the mine wars. 

A: No, un t i l  they wnt on that  s tr ike.  John L. Lewis was the head man 
then. Wlt the whole reason, £ran what I understand, they asked the men 
to rake a cut in  wages and they wuldn ' t  do it. Things e r e  bad, it was. 
W e  all how there was a great big crash there that  . . . 
Q: Stock markt crash? 

A: Well, yes and then they had, Wt do you c a l l  that, that particular 
era? 

Q: The Great Depression? 

A: The Great Depression, and they had to  take a cut ,  but they wuldn' t 
do it. If the rn m l d ' v e  been mart, l ike  a fellow told my dad, a f t e r  
about three years and said, 'To he l l  w i t h  it. k ' v e  l o s t  it, let 's go 
back to  mrk." But what they done, h a t  ws sad, rea l ly  sad, they let 
Peabody import scxne of the world' s wrst c d s  that you could ever dream 
of. Came up t o  this part of the country and t a k  these people's jobs. 
There was a l o t  of g o d  people, but there was a lot  of crumbs with them. 

Q: Where did they cam £ran, m s t  of them? 

A: Pbst of than came £ran d m  araund West Frankfort, Benton, a d  Herrin 
a d  dom in that locale dom there. There's a l o t  of g o d  fellows that 
cane fran there tha t  wasn't a l l  that  bad, but the biggest problem was the 
ones that they took out of these jails and brought than up here. 

Q: Where =re they frm? 

A: I don' t how. They brought them out of than j a i l s .  You can imagine 
what they =re. They E r e  animals, really. I man i t ' s  a l l  wer with, 
but they E r e  animals. They made life miserable, unbearable for all the 
people a~aund here. 

Q: How so? 

A: They'd abuse them in different  mys . If they had a chance they'd 
start s o m t h i n g ,  maybe start even just a f ight  with them, anything. 

Q: Let's ta lk  about then when you came around. kt IW ask you a l i t t l e  
about your household when you e r e  a child. W e  '11 just  c,hange the subject 
cmpletely here for a second and get back to it. 

A: A l l  r ight ,  

Q :  How =re the rooms used? How many bedroams did you have? 

A: At my house? 

Q: Yes. 
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A: we had m. 

Q: Okay. 

A: Now, I was one of the fortunate ones. My father had saved enough 
mney, he ~s wrking just that  short time in the coal mines, that he had 
MI. Yearly, a carpenter, build him a house. The I t a l i an  fellows helped 
him h i l d  the basement, they dug it by hand. Fken Mr. Yearly and M r .  
Westbrook got done with laying the blocks, the concrete and the building 
the house, my father 04 Mr. Yearly $1,900. He told him, he said, 
' 'Pete, yaur house is done. " He said , ' 'It ' s a l l  youxs . " He said, ' 'How 
rmsch do I OW you?" He told him, 'Nineteen Easrdred dollars.  " He said, 
"Don't go away, I'll be r ight  here i n  about t w  minutes.'' Came back, 
gave him $1900 cash a d  paid him. We had a new house when v e  lived 
there. The house ws hilt in 1928, I believe, approximately. 

Q: Okay. 

A: I was about four or  f ive years old. I was just  young enough I could 
just barely ranamber it. 

Q: Yes. You'd said sanething about the I ta l ians  help4 t o  build it. 

A: Yes .  

Q: FJas mst of the c m t y  at  that time I tal ian? 

A: Ninety percenr of them ms Ital ian.  

Q: Now you're talking about in Twey? 

A: In Twey. 

Q: f ight .  What about i n  Kincaid and Bulpitt? 

A: They had a l o t  of I ta l ians  in that ,  but they also had l ike  Bulpitt 
here. -&lpitt consisted of 90 percent~~i thuani&s.  Kincaid had just a 
duke's tnixixre, just everything. Johnny Bulls, F,nglish, tha t ' s  what the 
Johnny Wllls are,  kenchman, I ta l ians ,  just a l l  kinds of people in h a i d ,  
I r i sh ,  had a l o t  of I r i sh  people in  Kincaid. 

Q: Wt ms he largest percentage i n  Kincaid? 

A: I couldn't rea l ly  tell yau. I always k i d  of thought tha t  the English 
was abaut the biggest percentage of the nationality in Kincaid. 

Q: You're talking about i n  1928, 1930? 

A: Yes. That ' s h e n  a l l  those coal mines got started. They a l l  lived 
in  Peabody company houses they had bui l t  across the tracks. 

Q: What about in Langleyville, d - ~ t  E r e  they? 
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A: They wwe 90 percent I tal ians.  

Q: So Tovey and Langleyville =re the ttm big I t a l i an  areas? 

A: Right. 

Q: All r ight ,  where did most of the I ta l ians  come from back in  I ta ly?  

A: Wst ly  from R m  on up. kan  there on dom, it ms very, very rare. 

Q: That's where you're family was from, f rom Bologna d i c h  is . . . 
A: blogna and then there ws another race of people there, i t ' s  practically 
urder the Bologna pruvidence. They c a l l  it: Wldumase and around Venice, 
I t a ly  and them places, a l o t  of them i n  kmgley. That's &at Langley ms 
f u l l  o f ,  and they had a few Frenchnan i n  Langley. 

Q: Since a l l  these I ta l ians  c m  wer here together, muld you say that 
they did things together socially pretty much? 

A : Everything. 

Q : Everything together. 

A: Yes. You've gat t o  see that. They understood each other ' s language 
a d  they got along f a i r l y  decent. But I talked t o  a fellow one time, I 
said,  'Thy i s  it that you people cane to  these foreign parts, t o  Peabody 
coal mine?" He said they needed a job bad and they E r e  good mrkers.  
That's the story that I got, e x e l l e n t  rakers. They didn' t  cane down 
there just to goof a r o d  , a .  they mrked every day. You didn ' t have t o  
w r r y  about them not mrking. men that vhistle blew they'd be there, 
f i c h  m s  satething they didn' t  have to  m r r y  about was the absenteeism, 
which is a great factor in any of your industries today. 

Q: h t  did the Italians do when the mine wars started? Were they 
sp l i t ?  

A: Tney pretty m h  stuck together. They pret ty w h  stuck together. 
They stuck pretty g o d  un t i l  about 1936, 1937, then they all f ina l ly  just 
drif ted back. I guess they got t o  wrrying about their families and they 
thought it ws time, the kids =re getting bigger and i t ' s  tim. I think 
they probably mnted to  see their kids go t o  school, you know. They 
didn' t  wmt than in  the coal mines, a d  you couldn't blaae than for that .  
Everybody wants their kid to  get  an education. 

Q: Yes. F.Jhat force in  y o u  ctxrmunity m s  pulling the I tal ians together? 

A: It w s  just m s t l y  that  the, l i k e  even on a Saturday or S d a y  when 
they wren ' t  mrkmg, rhey =re off  , they muld always get together. 
Say, wll, let 's go get so and so, let 's go, and they'd get out and play 
th i s  bocce or they'd r o l l  that  big long cheese, that  big round cheese. 

Q: Yes. 
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A: And they'd play that bocce . . . 
Q: Bocce ball? 

A: . . . unbelieveable. They got along, they'd get drunk and get a few 
ar-nts, Fklich i s  only the natural incidence, i t ' s  going to  happen. It 
happens in every race of people. 

Q: tihat about church? 

A: Catholics. Ninety percent of than E r e  Catholics. O f  course, d-mt 
d e  it a big Catholic ccsrmunity ms that you had your I r ish  in there 
w i t h  them too, see. You had your I tal ians,  90 percent of the Ital ians 
=re Catholics. You had your Ir ish,  a d  that's what it m s t l y  consist 
of ,  ms Catholic religion with than people. 

Q: h t  about the role of the priest in the ccmmnity? What role did 
the priest play, was he an important person? 

A: A t  one t i n e  the biggest part  of these I ta l ian men, they didn't  Sean to  
care too m h  about the priest.  It seemed l ike they weren't interested 
in the priest.  They liked the chu~ch and everything, but the mmn, m r e  
or less,  they catered to the priest  more so than the E n .  I don't know 
what it ws about the priest.  They just didn't  seen to cater to  him like 
they should have, really. I talked t o  my father one time, I said , ''How 
caw you e r e  such a strong Catholic over there i n  I ta ly  d you came to  
th i s  country you don' t go to  chrch?" He said, "I don' t how. " He said, 
"I don't know i f  i t ' s  because my mther forced IIE to  go to  church every 
Sunday and I didn' t  want to  go a l l  the time. I got so where I hated it. 
Wlt," he said, "I don't hate it now. I bel iwe i n  God, I want you kids 
t o  believe in God. I don't te l l  you to go to  church, you're big enough 
to h o w  &at you want Lo do." I said, 'That 's good enough for me." That 
was about it. I have a priest here that I tr ied to get along with him 
a d  everything, d then first thing yau haw, I msn ' t  getting along a l l  
that w11 with him. Wlt  w nmer had no falling out or anything. But ws 
had a l i t t l e  incident there that happend and I got away frm it. 

Q: b l d  you l i k e  to t e l l  IIE about that or . . . 
A: No, I 'd  rather not discuss i t ,  because i t ' s  a priest and I figure 
just l e t  it go at that. It was just something that wasn't really none of 
rrry business and I didn't  want to get involved i n  it. 

Q: L e t  ' s get back to  your family for a minute. How many brothers and 
s is ters  do you have? 

A: I have a brother and a sister. They're both married. My s is ter  
wrks for Rank Switzer i n  Taylorville, she's his secretary there. I 've 
got a brother that lives i n  Pawnee t h a t  mrked a t  Peabody Mine Number Ten 
for a period of approximately 25 years. He  was the male nurse there. 
His name mas Jim Borgognoni. They *re doing away with his job and how 
cane the union ws let t ing them do away with their boss, h is  job in  other 
mrds ,  and that made him be w i h u t  a job. He's got t m  m r e  y e a s  to  go 
before he can get a pension. If he loses them tm years, why he w n ' t  
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get the pension. So they offered him a job as a top boss and he took it. 
He said, "I can't afford to  lose the insurance, I can't afford to lose 
that pension," So therefore he's still wrking. 

Q: So he's going to serve as the top boss for a couple of years. 

A:  For a couple of years for sure. 

Q: Yes. Us that god of the union then to help him get that or did the 
company . . . 
A: The union didn't  help him. The company gave him that job. 

Q: The union didn't . . . 
A: See, he was a company man as amale u s e .  

Q: Okay. A l l  right. So does he have ill feelings against the union 
r lght now? 

A: No, no. They didn't mnt to accept him when he f i r s t  got that job 
and they asked him, the union mmkrs there. I think they said s a ~ t h i n g  
abut, 'What advanta6es of this job going to  do for us, with this job 
that you got for us? He said, "I ' 11 t e l l  you h a t  advantages it ' s going 
to have for you. Everytime one of you guys get hurt, you come into see . I'll take care of you, d u t w e r  it is." He ms a male nurse i n  the  
sewice for four years, and he w s  three years i n  St. John's Hospital 
with thee specialists, he wnt  along with than. They msn' t  paying him 
i n  that hospital, that 's  why he took the job a t  the mine. Wlt  then he 
told these guys, "&erytim you get a major, minor cut or bruise or 
whatever, I 11 take care of it. If i t ' s  a big deal, I'll send you to the 
hospital and I w i l l  log every b i t  of that. That w i l l  be p o s t 4  here in  
my books, and you'll have every right to these books anytime you want to. 
In case you had an accident atxi you want to refer back to the date and 
arerything , I '11 have it right here for you. " He said, "This way, the 
company can't cheat you out of anything." 

Q: Yes, because he had done that before. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Tnat ' s a god  deal for the wrkers then. 

A: He said, 'This i s  to your advantage, nobody else but yours ." So 
actually for a change, the union o p e d  their eyes and said, "Well yes. 
Hell yes, w'll  take him." Believe it or not, they got so they really 
likl him, they really did, had a1 1 the confidence in  the mrld in him. 
It was a good thing, it had to, the union and the company can agree on 
something like tha t ,  that was a l l  right. 

Q: Okay. WZlat years =re yaur brother and sister born? 

A: My brother i s  53, that muld put him in about 1933, and my sister is 
15 mnths younger than me. She w i l l  be 62 next March the 14th. She ms 
born maybe about 1925 or 1926. 
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Q: What was her f i r s t  name? 

A: Mary. 

Q: Mary, okay. D i d  anyone else besides your parents and brother and 
sister l ive  in the house when you grew up? 

A:  No. 

Q: No other relat ives or  lodgers or anything? 

A: No. W e l l ,  w might've had some comt v i s i t  for maybe a mmth or t m ,  
but that was about ic.  

Q: Mow did the hausemrk go *en you =re pung? Who made and d e d  
the family's clothes? 

A : My mther , but w a1 1 chipped in to  help my mther  . I had my chores 
to  do at  night, the coal and the kindling a d  a l l  that  had to  be on the 
back porch every night before dark. My s i s t e r  helped my mther  in  the 
house with her household duties.  

Q: Was tha t  family tradi t ion then? 

A: Yes, defini t ly.  

Q: Were any clothes bought new or second hand? 

A: Well, always bought new a t  that  tim. There ws no second hand 
clothes. 

Q: WZlat did your dad do ararnd the house? 

Q: Nothing? 

A: Nothing. He ms the prwider and that's as far as it writ. Other 
than maybe make a garden, tha t ' s  about it. 

Q: Did you have to  help in the garden? 

A: No. I was too small a t  tha t  t b  e t a s  living there. 

Q: Did your mther ever mrk? 

A: Never. Never mrked in her l i f e .  My father didn' t  want her t o  wrk 
no place. 

Q: Okay. m y  do you t h i ~ ~ k  he was against it? 

A: He f e l t  l ike  it w s  his duty. IEe real ly did,  he felt l ike  it was his 
duty to  provide for the family. He told her, "You've got enough in the 
house ard yaw family. The kids, you t a k  care of then. I'll take care 
of the other part." 

Frank Borgognoni Memoir - Archives/Special Collections - Norris L Brookens Library - University of Illinois at Springfield - UIS



Frank Borgognoni 18 

Q: Did mst of the people in Tovey feel the same way, m s t  of the families? 

A: The old timers, yes. The new generation caning up, like even i n  my 
generation, a lo t  of these guys i s  married and they've got their wives 
mrking. They think i t ' s  all right, that 's t:he way it wnt. 

Q: HDW long did you continue to do the mrk around the house? 

A: U s  kids? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Well, I did it up to the day that, even &en . . . I had to do a job 
here that was sickening. If you muld tell a kid today to do i t ,  why he 
wuld just l i teral ly  laugh you d m  the river. I had seven spittoons 
that I had to wash every morning. 

Q: In the tavern? 

A: In t k  tavern. That was my job every mming before I mnt  to  school. 
I had to do it. bhen I got back f r o m  the service, I m s  told that the 
state passed same kind of a health law that there was to be no m r e  
spittoons i n  these taverns, and I m s  one of t h  happiest fellows in the 
state of Illinois. (laughter) 

Q: I don't blame you. Okay. What m s  your f i r s t  job that you had, how 
old E r e  you? 

A: I was approximately 22 years old. John Burke was a p i t  conmitteman 
at  Number Seven. H e  got me a job a t  PJlanber Seven on the th i rd  shift.  I 
was supposed to have been hired in as a repairman's helper in the washer, 
I spent a year there and all  I ever done ws shuvel. I asked the superintendent, 
Lloyd Starks , I said, "Is there going to be any chance of me getting off 
of that third shift?" and he said, ," I said, "I 'm afraid I 'm not 
going to stay. I ' m  just going to give you my notice. I'm not going to 
stay. I w s  hired in  as a repairman's helper and I 've been on the shuvel 
for a year. I think it ' s time that I 'd better go. There's sanething 
better samdxre. " 

Q: So h t  did you do then? 

A: I was off for about, I don't how how long I was off. I had a friend 
wer here--they called him Ben Turpin. Jde said, "You wrking yet?" I 
said, 'No." He said, 'You wmt a job?" I said, 'Well, yes, I 'd lik a 
job." H e  said, "All right, I think I can get yau a job a t  Number Eight." 
Well I said, "I'd appreciate it i f  you'd get m a job there." So tm 
days later he c c a ~  back and said yau go so and so mrning at  so and so 
time and you sit outside the office, Mr. Abrell m s  the superintendent. 

Q: Johnny Abrell? 

A: Johnny Abrell. He said, "fk ' l l  see you and when he mnts you, he'll 
holler a t  yau an3 you go in a d  see him." I was sitting under the tree 
w i t h  tm other fellows and I heard a hock on t:he window and I look up, 
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VE didn't h o w  h i c h  one he wanted, and this  guy said, '!Me?" 'No .I1 

F'inally they pointd  a t  me and they said, "Yes, ccxne on in." I e n t  in 
there a d  he said, "I heard you're looking for a job." I said, 'Yes s i r ,  
Mr. Abrell , I 'm looking for a job, " and I said, "kt: I didn' t think you'd 
give m one." He said, 'Why i s  that?" I said, "I don't l ike to b r y  
this up, maybe it might mak you mad a t  me." "No," he said, "you w n  t 
make me mad." I said, 'Well, my dad throed you rhrou@-~ the screen door 
in  his tavern one tine &en you was drunk." He said, W don't t a lk  
about those things. " He said, 'WI~LI I 'm drunk," he said, "I a i n ' t  m r t h  
a shit, I don't know what I'm doing. It wasn't yuur dad's fault." I 
said, "You man that?" He said, "Yes, I do. You're to  forget that." I 
said, "I sure will ," I said, "I think you're a hell  of a man to  be able 
t o  t e l l  me meth ing  like that." He said, Well ,  I 'm going to  give you a 
job too. Here's a s l ip ,  yau give that to B i l l  Sharp and he' 11 give yau a 
check rrumber and you w i l l  s t a r t  mrk here tomorrow m o r n i n g  on the day 
sh i f t  on top. " 

I worked there £?om 1947 to  1954. They slut the mine down and I couldn't 
get a job around here. I w n t  t o  California, I couldn't get a job out 
there. I f ina l ly  got a part time job, emu& to get gas m m y ,  I came 
back h o n ~  and I got a job a t  Allis C h a l ~ r  i n  1955. I spent approximately 
thirteen years there. They had a new superintendat here a t  Number Ten, 
and he told my brother, he said, "I want to  give yuur brother a job. " 
'Veil," he said, "I'll c a l l  my brother Rank up," a d  he called me up. 
He wanted to give m a job as a mtcE.man. I said, 'No, I don't want no 
job as a watcEPnan. I just a in ' t  cut out for that . I 1  

Q: When ms this that he c a l l d  you? 

A :  This was in 1960, l a t t e r  part  of 1960 i n  the mnth of December. So I 
said, 'Thanks a lo t ,  " and I said, "I 'm going to  go hame," and I m t  
hame. My brother called me back up and he said, called hjm Carl, he 
said, "Carl wants t o  see you." So I ~ n t  back and said, "Carl, I 'm 
sorry." I said, "I appreciate &at you're trying to  do, but I just don't 
wmt that job .I1 'Well , I 1  he said, "I 've got another job for you." I 
said, 'What's that?" He said, "I '11 give you a job on top. You'll s t a r t  
on the midnight sh i f t  January the second, start the year out right." I 
spent f run 1969 unt i l  l a s t  year, 1986, then I quit.  I quit a t  61 years 
of age on my birtMay there for the simple reason that they E r e  going to  
put UE down below the surface. 

End of Side One, Tape h e  

Q: Okay, before I turned the tape wer  you were talking about how they 
offered you a job below the surface a d  you turned it dom because you 
had never been there. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Okay. 
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A:  I had been on a job, elevator job there on the bottom, and they told 
me I couldn't have it because I didn't  have miner's papers. Said the 
federal said it was against the law to have anybody go down there without 
miner's papers. I said, 'Well, i f  that's the rules, that ' s  the rules. 
I ' m  no better than anybody else. I have to  abide by than too." So I l e t  
it go at that. Then another job came up on the bottm, on the main 
shaft, and I bid on that. Tney told m, said, 'What are you trying to  
do, be funny?" One of the camitteemen told IIE that. They said, "Yau 
know you can' t have that job. " I said, "Okay. " So &en they used this  
new deal they c a ~  up with that they Ere going to tale a bunch of guys 
on this realignment off the top jobs and put them down below, they =re 
going to put me on block and stoppings. 

Q: k t ' s  block, h a t '  s that  man? 

A: Yau seal off places tha t ' s  unsafe a d  got gas in it and stuff l ike  
that. 

Q: I see. 

A: I said, "I can't go down there. I don't have any papers ." He said, 
'Well, = 're going to  serd you to  school ." 'Well ," I said, "no, you're 
not going to  s e d  me to  school." I said, "I bid on a job down below on 
that caging job and you people muldn't  l e t  E have it. You didn't  send 
me to school then and you're not sending me to  school now." I talked to 
NK. Herman. tEe tried to  be about half my  nice to  m. He said, 'Wy 
don' t you try it? You might like it. " I said, "Absolutely not. Absolutely 
not ." I said, "I '11 eat every block and stoppings I lay down in that 
coal mine. " 

Q: h t  did you mean by that? 

A: In other mrds ,  I w i l l  not go down there and lay block and stoppkgs. 

Q: Yes. 

A: So therefore, I said, "I'll be in to sign the quitting slip." I 
ended up as the loser on the deal. I gave up a job and I 've been living 
off of $398 a mnth for a year, and that's not easy. I couldn't get no 
unanployrmt because I quit the job, and I couldn't get no outside help 
a t  a l l .  I 've got tw months to go and I'll s t a r t ,  September the f i r s t  
I '11 get my f i r s t  social security check. Then I 've made it and I 'm going 
to  go £ran there. 

Q: Then you'll be happy then. 

A : I 'rn happy now, I 'rn happy now. 

Q: You s e a  l ike it. 

A: H e l l ,  yes. I haven't got nuch longer to  l ive anyway, d m t  the hel l .  

Q: You said you started in  the mine when yau wre 22 years old. 
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A: Approximately 22. 

Q: And before that you e r e  in  the service? 

A: I MS in the service. 

Q: A l l  r ight ,  haw old were you &en you w n t  i n  the service? 

A: I was nine days out of school and they drafted me, eighteen years 
old. 

Q: What year? 

A: 1943. I w n t  to  service, the f i r s t  place I landed in  ws Fort a s t e r ,  
Wchigan, spent about a wek there and got my clothing a d  so forth and 
so on. I ended up in  Texas, did my basic , vent to  school there, airplane 
rruxhanics, seven mnths. They loaded me up, sent ITE t o  Colorado, processed 
rne. Einded up going t o  Camp New Jersey and didn' t  even mhlch as get  a 
fourteen day furlough. Nwer got a s  much as a three day pass, a d  shipped 
me werseas for nm years. I spent a l l  that time in the service, approximately 
close t o  three years, and nwer  a s  rmch a s  had a three day pass. Got discharged 
i n  1946, February the second. 

Q: Okay. A l l  r*t , and then that ' s d-m~ you came back and h ~ n t  to  
m r k  . 

Q: Did you ever m r y ?  

A: I was married and I ' m  divorced. 

Q: Any children? 

A: G o t  one boy. His name is W i l l i a m  Borgognoni, ?E lives in  Carbodale. 
H e ' s  a licensed architect ,  he's got his om business, a d  he was offered 
a job wer a t  Virden, take wer B i l l  Burke's job. In a period of f ive 
years when he learned the trade a s  a mine manager, he told h i s  uncle that 
he appreciated d - ~ t  he was trying t o  do for him, but he said, 'Wo, thank 
you. " H e  said, "I rent t o  schaol to  be an architect a d  tha t ' s  what I 
l ike,"  a d  that's &at he's doing r ight  now. 

Q: G o d  for him. D i d  you ra ise  your son any differently than you =re 
raised? 

A: My son was bet ter  than I was. k t ' s  be honest about it, I am one of 
the fortunate fellows. But I don't want to  be tough, I'm not the smartest 
person in the wx ld ,  but I made up my mind when he was growing up that I 
was going to do everything I could do t o  ra ise  him t o  show nothing but 
respect and do what's right. I had one of the mst w11 thought of boys, 
sons, i n  Kincaid, everybody thaught the mr ld  of him. I have never seen 
my son m k e  a cigaret te ,  I 've seen him take a f e w  drinks. He nwer  was 
i n  trouble, I never had to  go get him nowhere. I always said he was 
better  than I was. I was in  m r e  trouble than him when I was a kid, and 
I say I MS very fortunate, in this day a d  age anyway. 
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Q: bbuld you consider it luck or did you do samething different? 

A: Well, me and his mther, w talked to him a lot .  Seems like &en my 
folks was raising me, they weren't educated in this  c.ountry and they 
didn't  have time, they =re tired. They had to  w r k  hard and I didn't  
have to  wrk like nry dad did. I had it: so m h  easier than them. Wenever 
my dad m l d  cam hum, he said, "I can' t  get this, Dad, in school." I 
said, 'Yes you can. I 've got a l l  the confidence in the w r l d  in  you." I 
tried to  use everything, you know, the best of my abi l i ty  to pat him on 
the back. I have never hit my son i n  my l i f e ,  so take it from there. 
( laughs) 

Q: Mm E r e  yau closer to  as you grew up, your mther or your father? 

A: I wuld say that really there ws not closeness, really. I respected 
them both a d  I hzd to  t rea t  them lmth alike. I couldn't say, 'Rey, mom, 
pa got mad a t  me and he's going to  do this. " You how what she 'd say? 
"I'll give you sonae too." Because they stuck together. You didn't dare 
t e l l  my dad that you was really d a t  my mnm ard she did this and that ,  
because he 'd bop you one. We wuldn' t fool with you. My dad h i t  me once 
or twice in his l i f e t i m  and I never forgot it. For instance, one t b  
arourd Halloeen time, I was fifteen years old. Called I-IE to  the end of 
the bar a d  said, "I want to  ta lk  to you." He had a hand on him that mas 
t k t  big. He pounded it into that bar and said, "Don't l e t  the l a w  cane 
dom there looking for you." It was around Hallowen tim, and he said, 
"If they get you and plt you in j a i l ,  I 'rn coming up af ter  you. I want 
you. " He didn' t have to say no mre.  He said, "You know I don't chew my 
tobacco twice." I said, "I know you don't." That was it. 

Q: How did he discipline besides that, m s  it just the threat? 

A: Talk. No, no threat. I was talking to Albert Post yesterday outside 
here. hk ws talking about howmy dad k p t  one of the mst w11 kept 
joints i n  Christian County. Tney'd get a l i t t l e  laud and he'd just go 
l i k e  that on the bar [ h c k  on the bar] a d  everything muld quiet dom. 
There was no m r e  noise. He ms just that m y ,  he just muldn't  tolerace 
no mnkey business. I had a mmn c a w  and t e l l  my mther ,  'My husband 
can crme into your tavern any time he wints to  because I know there' s no 
trouble or no mmn in there." See, a t  one time, there ms never no 
m m m  in my dad ' s tavern, never. 

Q: Didn't allow it? 

A: No, it was just  a man's tavern. k t ' s  a l l  it was. And no profanity 
in there, nothing. So it ms unbeliweable. 

Q: Did he give your brother and sister and you spankings or anything? 

A: My brother cussed him one tirne h e n  he m s  thirteen years old, out 
here in front of the tavern, and my father didn't  say nothing. It made 
me kind of sore. I thou&t, "Well, i f  that had been me,  he'd have really 
laid it on m." I said, 'Rere my brother does it a d  he gets by with 
it." So the day progressed on and that evening about five o'clock he 
came to  me and said, "I want you to take care of the bar. I 've got 
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something I 've got to  do in  the back." So I said,  "Yes." I heard him 
close the door, VE lived in the back then, and he locked the door, I 
heard it cl ick.  I nwer  heard so m h  c m t i o n  in  a l l  my l i fe .  He had 
my brother back there, and I man he mrked him over g o d .  My brother 
nwer cussed him out no m r e ,  tha t  ws the end of it. 

Q: Y e s .  

A: Now, my sister, my sister never was no trouble a t  a l l .  My s i s t e r ,  
till this day, she don't smke, she don't drink. You'd have t o  m e t  
here, she w r k s  up there a t  Frank Switzer 's. She's one of the type of 
people on the up and up and unbelievable. 

Q: Yes. How were you expected to  ac t  around your parents? 

A: Well, you just didn ' t  get out of l ine,  and you didn ' t  say, 'No, I ' m  
not going t o  do it," stuff  l ike  that. If they told you t o  get samething, 
you'd say, 141, i f  you couldn't get it r ight  then, ' h l d  it be a l l  
r a t  i f  I get in  a few minutes? I 've got t h i s  here." It was either yes 
or no 4 that  w s  it. You w s n ' t  scared or  anything. Even as  a boy, I 
helped my rmther in the house, I 've  done dishes, me and my sister used to  
help her clean house, a l l  that  sor t  of s tuf f .  We knew she was t i r ed ,  my 
mther was sick a l o t ,  see. She had five rrajor operations i n  her lifetime 
d had tm nervous breakloms. She wen had a miscarriage, a d  stuff  
l ike  that. If one of, t h  days you had to l ive  l ike  w did then, you'd 
d e r s t a n d .  Yau didnt have hot running mter in the house. You had a 
copper boiler which I ' ve  seen my mother l i f t  off one of those old Majestic 
stares about tw-thirds f u l l  of m t e r  by herself,  just  l i f t  it r ight  up 
on the stuve. That was hard mxk for a mwn. I mean stuff  like that. 
Then of a nighttime, VE d idn ' t  have e lec t r ic i ty  there when T ~ R  was i n  
Tovey. She had that, e called it the coal o i l  l ight ,  or  kerosene l ight .  
She'd sew them socks and stu£f by kerosene l ights  a d  stuff. A l l  that 
kind of stuff. You didn' t  dare l e t  your mther carry a bucket of coal in 
the house. You just  didn't  do it. 

Q: How old was she h e n  she passed away? 

A: She passed awy exactly eight years ago. 

Q: Oh, so she lived . . . 
A: My father was 79 *en he died. Hadn't been sick a day in  his life, 
got sick a t  tw o'clock in the mrning, sixteen haurs la ter  he d i d .  

Q: What frm? 

A: My s i s t e r  explained it t o  m. They had a medical name for it, it was 
water was caning in  on him and his heart couldn't M l e  it. 

Q: Oh. 

A : I forget &at they c a l l  that .  My mother, she quit living h e n  my dad 
died. That's just how m h  she thought of my dad. I happened t o  be 
sitting in there one day and she was talking to  these people f rom Kincaid , 
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I ta l ian  people, she said,  "I pray every day, I go t o  churcCh up here every 
day, that the Lord ccms a d  gets m. I want t o  be withmy h u s b d ,  I 
don' t writ to  live. " And she meant it. I seen her going to  church every 
mming. She got sick l ike today, and tw days la ter  she was in the 
b s p i t a l  and she wnt t o  sleep. She died in  her sleep and that was the 
erd of it. 

Q :  A s  a child, was there anyone else besides your parents tha t  you f e l t  
comfortable around? 

A: Oh yes, Mrs. Sassateli, she lived in  Hewittville. She was l ike a 
second mther .  One of the nicest mmen in the wr ld .  I 'll never forget 
h e n  she died how my s i s te r  cried . She said , "You know, Frank, that  ' s 
aur secod mther  ." That's just how close she ws. Of caurse, she ~s 
related to  my dad, she was a cousin of my dad in I t a ly  there and everything. 
Well, in this country too. But l ike  to  E, she was a distant  cousin, 
about a third cousin, but tha t ' s  how close w was t o  her. 

Q: h t  other grandparents or  relatives or  anybody that you f e l t  canfortable 
with? 

A: I had one grandmother in  this country and that was it. I was close 
t o  her. I ms the only one of the kids that was close to  her. 

Q: mere  did she live? 

Q: By herself? 

A: She was living there by herself at one time. men the wather in the 
w i n t e r t b  got real bad, tha t ' s  when I ws six years old, a d  ws m v B d  
there so my dad could travel ,  get  t o  58 in Hewittville a lot easier. 
See, i n  them days, w didn't  have [Highway] 104. You had to  go through 
the country. 

Q: I see. Okay. How did your family spend Sunday's? 

A: Well, my dad spent them uptom and my mther  a t  k. That's just 
the way it was. He usually w n t  uptown, that's &en they had them places 
on I6arrp Street i n  Tovey there. I don't how if beer m s  back then or 
not. I don't think it was. They w r e  mre or less bootlegging there in  
the open in than days. They had that  Viking Tavern r ight  there on Front 
Street. They had a pool room there that you could always let you get a 
beer, v.e called it mle, but it ms bootleg whiskey. 

Q: Did your parents think it was wrong to w r k  or play on Sunday's? 

A: It didn't bother than seem like either way, h t e v e r  you wanted t o  
do. 

Q: Did your parents attend church then you say? 
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A: My mother did, my father never did go back to church. I don't h o w  
why. He cam to  th is  country and just didn't  go back there. 

Q: Yes. Did she take the children with her? 

A: No, r e  didn't  go. My s is ter  vent for a k i l e ,  she got mrried in  the 
chrch .  That church ws =thing else with my grandmother. When my 
grandmther found out that my mther got married and didn't  get married 
i n  church, there was a l o t  of he l l ,  see. So she came right d m  and got 
a hold of me, my graradmther did, she baptised me. That's just how she 
f e l t  about it. I w n t  to  catechim for d i l e ,  and I w a n t 4  to  be l ike 
the res t  of them, b t  when I was there w had a priest ,  his narrre ms 
Father Hart. He didn't  make it to  church and VE had Father Lake there. 
They cam up and told this here l i t t l e  g i r l  that her mther was dom with 
a heart attack. She got up, she didn't  r u n ,  I don't how tjny he accused 
her of running out of church. He said, 'U don't run in this church,'' 
and he slapped her. And I mean slapped her. That scared me and I nwer 
did go back. That was the end of my c h ~ c h .  

Q: Was grace ever said a t  the meals in your family? 

A: No, never. My mther said her l i t t l e  prayers to  herself. I used to  
hear my mother every night say her prayers. I could hear her frm my 
bedroam. She ws the religious one in  our f d l y .  

Q: Who controlled the money in  your family? 

A: There was never anything about it. My mther needed money, when my 
dad had that tavern, she e n t  to  the cash register and took d m t  she 
needed, he never questioned her. I never seen my father carry five 
dollars in his pocket. That's unbelievable. 

Q: Yes, it is. Okay. Would you say that your relationship w i t h  youw 
parents was typical of the other families in this  area? 

A: Oh, you see yau had a mixture of foreign class of people and they 
didn't  al l  operate the same. There w r e  god  and there w r e  bad. They 
wanted us kids to respect everybody, older people a d  this and that ,  and 
them too, and that was the end of it. They didn't  t e l l  you the second 
time. In other wrds ,  f l a t ,  straight up, God only hows what muld 've 
happened if some fellows came i n  and said, '!Hey, Pete, your son did so 
and so." "Yau sure?" 

Q: Y e s .  

A: He'd come and ask you i f  you did it. 'Tell  IE that you did this." 
Just like one time when I ms a kid i n  Twey and I brought a broken down 
scooter that you scooted with your foot. My mther  said, "WhWhed you 
get that?" "So and so gave it to  m." Okay, there was no m r e  said 
about it. Pretty soon, about f if teen minutes l a te r ,  I seen my mother 
walking dom the sidewalk. Of course, she ~ n t  dom to  so and so's house 
and asked him, 'Did you give my kid that scooter?" They told her, said, 
"Yes." Just as long as  yau don't s teal  it. You see? 
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Q: Y e s .  Values are a l i t t le  . . . 
A: They just didn' t  m n t  you doing things t o  other people that you 
aren't supposed to  be doing. 

Q: Yes. 

A: You msn '  t going to  be no saint.  Like I told you, I had a boy viho 
was a saint next t o  m. Keally. Of course, I never got out and s to le  
anything, 'Ihat was a no-no. Yes, but a f t e r  I got a l i t t l e  older,  a f t e r  
I got hame f rom the service and get t o  drinking a l i t t le  b i t  and get in 
this brawls, but: I give tha t  a l l  up. I quit  smoking, I quit  drinking. I 
haven't touched a drop of booze since, I guess, in the middle s ix t ies .  
That's how long ago i t 's  been. 

Q: Yes. Well t e l l  me, having livad in the Tovey-Bulpitt-Kincaid area 
a l l  your l i f e ,  or  mst of your life, a l o t  of people divide society into 
different  social classes or  groups. 

A: Yes .  

Q: In that t h e  during the Depression, did you think of some people 
belonging to  one group and sate t o  another? 

A: No. Fk3 a1 1 mingled, w a l l  mingled together. Even & older people, 
I noticed that  VE had a lot of French people i n  Tovey too, a d  they got 
along so g o d ,  everybody there. For instance, I want t o  recite you 
s m t h i n g  here. Just  l ike  when my dad had t o  dig that basement, he 
didn' t say, 'Rey you, John" or  "you, Edward , how about you coming out and 
helping me." They found out my dad ws going to  h i l d  a b a s e n t .  Here 
they cane with their own spade and their own heelbarrow, fourteen of 
them, and dug that. But you better provide them with plenty of wine and 
something t o  eat, or else. Really. 

So anyway, I w a t c h d  my mther  k e n  she started to  get that dinner ready, 
here c m  the neighbor m. They got t o  helping her too. And hey, 
&en the neighbors got to  digging something, you seen the old man loading 
his spade and h i s  wheelbarrow. The old lady didn ' t  say, 'qey, where are  
you going?" There was no question about it. I 'll never forget, I was 
there when they dug that  mll. I WS there, and they didn' t  have no way 
of p p i n g  air in that hole. I don't knaw how many of them I ta l i an  
fellows ws there digging that wll by hami with a spade. They h i t  that, 
h at they call that hard pan, tha t  blue clay, and they couldn' t cut  
through it. They 'd have t o  hoist them up, soaking w t  , couldn' t get 
their  bricks down there. k t  they came down and they helped the old man. 
They laid the brick in there. A n  eighteen foot well, I guess f ram the 
bedroom here t o  that w a l l .  Maybe, I don' t how, &at wuld say, about 
three feet? 

Q: Five feet? 

A: Wee feet  circumference, that  wll. But they did,  tha t ' s  the way 
they operated. That was god .  
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Q: You just said the I ta l ians  came around and h e l p d ,  what about the 
Iithuanians and s a w  of the other people? 

A: Well, d m  there in Tovey they never had any. 

Q: Yes. So it m s  m s t l y  I ta l ian .  

A: Tney =re a l l  here, and w had a guy that  was a F r e n c h  lived there 
next to us,  and he l l ,  he ws this big a r d .  He couldn't do nothing 
anyway. He was ready to  come crver, but that's the way it was. 

Q: How did the I tal ians i n  Tuvey feel  about the Lithuanians in  Bulpitt? 

A :  They got along with than real  g o d .  They wrked together down in 
these mines. This guy was your buddy, that  guy was your buddy. 

Q:  D i d  the I ta l ians  speak their native language dom there or did they 
speak . . . 
A: Oh, yes. ?hey spoke it a t  home, they spoke it everywhere. In fac t ,  
they even w n t  too far with their speaking, because they just got f rom 
the old camtry,  a l o t  of them, and they couldn't speak this English. 
One fellow in  particular,  Mr. Sassateli ,  in them days they had these 
s i l en t  nmvies. My dad had t o  follow him arerywhere he m t .  He'd lay a 
f ive dollar  b i l l  dom and he muldn' t  wen haw i f  he had change coming. 
You how what I mean, he was just  the next thing, wll, he was actually 
an i l l i t e r a t e  a s  far  as  English, the Amrican way of l i f e .  

Q: Yes. 

A: W z t  they used him, lik I say, used him for an interpreter.  Even 
these superintendents dwn they had smbody they had to  tell or the mine 
managers had samething t o  tell  the guys dawn in  the mine, i f  there was a 
bunch of I ta l ians ,  my dad was there, he m l d  actually translare the 
message. He'd convey it the best w y  he could, see, t o  them and everything, 
my father ms g o d  a t  it. A s  f a r  as them guys dom there, he was good t o  
them. J3e was a l o t  of help to  them. 

Q: I h o w  that mst of the people i n  Langleyville stayed Progressive. 
There e r e  very few that stayed with the UMW during the mine wars. What 
~s the percentage i n  Tovey? 

A: Well, the biggest percentage of them =re Progressives. 

Q: Were there very many s t r ike  breakers that w n t  ahead and mrked? 

A: Just a few, t k r e  ws a few. 

Q: How wxe they treated? 

A: The biggest part of them had t o  m e ,  practically all  of them had to  
m e  out of tom.  Had t o  m e  in a thing there that  was . . . like 
Taylorville or somewhere l ike  that  where they wuldn ' t  be bothered a l o t ,  
you how. 

Frank Borgognoni Memoir - Archives/Special Collections - Norris L Brookens Library - University of Illinois at Springfield - UIS



Frank Borgognoni 28 

Q: What was Taylorville, wren ' t  there also Progressives living there? 

A: Yes, but there ms m r e  or less the strike breakers that wuld m e  
up there, because they had a g o d  law enforcement in Taylorville. That 
was the sheriff's office, you know, and everything. Sheriff k i n i k e  m s  
the sheriff. I 'll never forget Sheriff Webike. I was a boy, just 
barely, vaguely remember. E3ut anyway, h=n they had this great big 
parade through, these tlugs rode through here, it was about: close to four 
o 'clock when the kids E r e  caning out of school. These guys a l l  had 
these guns out, and they =re just . . , tell actually a l l  hell m s  going 
to break loose. I 'll never forget, my father ran to the post office and 
got ahold of CZlarlie Recsino who ws a post-master. He was a garerrrment 
man a d  a well respected man i n  the sheriff 's office and everything. He 
said, "For God's sake Qzarlie, get ahold of samebody. Get: somebody 
dom." He said, 'The kids are coming harne kan school. They're going to 
kill somebody or a &ole bunch here." So he got ahold of Sheriff Weinike 
and k i n i k e  came dom, and i f  it hadn't have been for that, there's no 
te l l ing what wuld have happened. The sheriff told them guys that was 
parading here to get going, and he told the Progressives, "You go on h m  
where you belong or I ' l l  have you a l l  arrested." And it broke it up, 
see. 

Q: Flhat do you think muld've happened t o  the students? 

A: If they had started shooting a t  one another, these kids have got . . 

Q: Get in the way. 

A: . . . no cwer down i n  the street and in  the way, it might've killed 
tw or three of them. For what? For nothing. 

Q: Yes. Do you remember, the -aid high school students writ on 
strike a t  one time in  the 1930s. That m l d ' v e  been 1932 though, I don't 
h o w  if you'd been old emu& to ranaher. 

A: I msn' t  old e m g h  to  remanber. I lived i n  Twey then. 

Q: A l l  right. What about the people in  Bulpitt, m s t l y  the Lithuanians, 
did they go with Progressives too? 

A: 'Ihe biggest part of t h a n  stayed Progressive. I ' d  say a b u t  85 percent 
of than stayed Progressive. Then l i k e  I said, along about 1936, 1937, 
you could just see than migrating, just drifting back. You couldn't 
blam them really. The mistake they rnade i s  that: they didn't go back in 
say about 1933 and get their regular jobs back instead of letting somebody 
else c m  along and take it awy, you how, take their place. Really 
there was no my they could win that war. It was a loss a d  that's a l l  
there t\as to i t ,  and it cost a lot  of lives. People wre getting i n  
trouble wer nothing. Just like h e n  they bombed tha t  house i n  Twey 
there, next to  us there, tw doors fran us there. The man a s  a Peabody 
t h g  and he come charging out there, blaming werybody for bombing his 
house. He vas blanring innocent people. That's just the my I saw a lot  
of the things that had happened. 
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Q: Wny don' t we stop here for a minute. (tape i s  turned off mrxnentarily) 
One of the l a s t  thmgs I waat to ask you here is about the mechanization 
of the+ mines and how things l ike  t:he contiunaus miner replaced mrkers.  
b t  do yau how about that? 

A: It did take the place of some mrkers but it also added same mrkers.  

Q: Skilled wrkers? 

A: Skilled mrkers.  It addd a buggy runner, a couple of them, and it 
also added a rope bolter. H e  had t o  came in there, d they had the tm 
men on it just  l ike  the corwentional =hines they had, the loading 
machines a d  that. 1l-e only thing, they did away with the cars  that they 
loaded coal in and the track layers. They eliminated the shooters, and 
they took the place of them kind of guys. 

Q: k r e  the E n  for  or against the ~ c h a n i z a t i o n ?  

A: Well, you heard s m  beefing here and there and pretty soon they got 
kind of happy about it because they got so they didn' t b e  to  wrk as  
hard as they used to. It got so the mrk was easier for them. 

Q: Yes. mat was the Progressive's view about mechanization? Did they 
have a different feeling than the W? 

A: During that Progressive time that wasn't wen in the conversation of 
any k i d  a t  any tine. Because the only thing they ever heard then ms 
that, the f i r s t  machine t o  come in ws that  cutting machine. Then pret ty 
soon they cone in with one of this d r i l l  jeeps and stuff  l ike  tha t ,  see. 
That's another thing that coal w l d ,  w d l ,  I c a l l  it coal m l d ,  but i t ' s  
a miner, it eliminated the d r i l l e r s ,  see. It took quite a few jobs away, 
but it also things =re a l o t  safer with that  coal m l d  there, and you 
had your roof bolts there, and yau =re not t o  go past the roof bolts.  
When you got t o  the roof bolts ,  erd of the roof bolts ,  you stopped, you 
backed your machines out. A roof bolter goes in a d  he lays another set 
of plates in there, then you go in there. 

Q: Would you say that  the people that Ere against mchanization, w r e  
they of a certain group agewise? 

A: They h e w  they was going t o  cut  the mrking force, see, and t h a t ' s  
why they Ere against it. W c h  you couldn't b l e  them. They didn' t 
care how hard they had to m r k  as  long as  they had a job. And you couldn't 
blame them. 

Q: Yes. 

A: Like maybe you're a god  candidate for a college, I 'm not. That ' s 
the way it ms down in the mines. This guy m s  a g o d  candidate for a 
machine. 

Q: bhat made him a good candidate? 
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A: He had same smarts and you could t e l l  he was an operator once you got 
him on a w h i n e  and l e t  him run it. It didn't  take people very long t o  
see whether he was going t o  make an operator or not. 

Q: D i d  having a better education help? 

A: Oh yes, it helped quite a b i t .  Any time you got an education dom in  
that mine, you've got better sense, you can think better ,  you can see 
better.  Your foresight's a h o l e  l o t  better. 

Q: Yes. Did people think that having a better education helped cut down 
on xcidents? 

A: Absolutely, how they helped cut down accidents, they c,ould see these 
things, they muld go in and demand that s m t h i n g  be done about it. The 
one th ing that I give the younger generation in this  coal mining business 
was they had the guts whenever they seen s a ~ t h i n g ,  that they got out, 
they said samething and they done something about it. Where the older 
generation, they E r e  always afraid of their jobs. The younger generation 
really,  actually was one of the greatest help the coal mining business 
there was. They COKE up with so many m t e r  things, so many better 
things, and it was actually, truthfully, it ws one of the biggest help 
i n  the coal m i n i n g  industries that there ever ws. 

Q: Yes. Okay. 

A: Yes, they could do t h i n g s  better.  

Q: Was the younger generation m r e  for the changes that =re taking 
place in  the mine? 

A : They ms lik anybody else, i f  it was in their favor, yes. Wlt they 
Ere m s t l y  on this safety. They *re always looking out on th i s ,  they 
wanted everythmg so that they muld be safe a d  everything. They wanted 
to w r k  under safe conditions, *ch ws r ight ,  real ly right. Anytime 
you got hurt down in that coal mine today, i t ' s  through your om carelessness. 
Not a l l  the time, but the biggest part: of the tjme. They're told not to 
do this  and not to  do that.  Tnere are people that actually vent and sat  
to eat dinner under som of the wrst top that you ever seen. A l l  they 
had to do was get up and rme.  They were the one's that didn't  have no 
smarts. See, that's what I ' m  talking about. 

Q: Did people wer  smke down in the mine *en you E r e  there? 

A: I never did go down and w r k d o m  there. 

Q: Oh, okay. 

A: But I imagine they're like anybody else, they' l l  sneak a cigarette 
and that. Sorrre of them got caught a t  it, and we've had guys get fired 
dom there for carrying down tobacco. That was it. To m, I feel l i ke  
th is ,  i f  i t ' s  the law, i t ' s  the law. A d  of course l ike they say, i t ' s  
hazardous. But you've got guys down there with a cutting torch, so h a t  
the hell  wuld it hurt to  l e t  than m k e ?  
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Q: Yes. 

A: The got a cutting torch. You've yt your b i t s  on your miner hitting 
that rock. It 's throwing sparks, l e t  s face it. 

Q: Okay. I 've enjoyed talking t o  you. We've had an interesting conversation. 
Anything else you'd lik to  add? Any reflections on your l i f e?  

A: No. kll, I mrked there and I thaught I had 24 years, but they 
figured m out I had 23 years out of i t ,  and I retired i n  1986. I ' m  kind 
of glad I ' m  out of it. Course, I tmrked on the midnight shift and I 
didn't lik it. I ' m  going to  have to  f h l  samething l ike a hobby or 
sanething because I 'm not used to  th is  s i t t ing  around. I 'rn going to  have 
to  find s a ~ t h i n g  to  do. I 've got my boy dom a t  Carbodale and one day 
maybe this  wek or next wek I ' m  going to  j q  in my car and go down and 
cut h i s  grass maybe. Just do sonrething. That's about it. 

Q: You tinere going to  t e l l  ae about Ray Tombazzi. 

A: Yes. k ws talking about this mine trouble. Ray Tcmbazzi ws one 
of the tough Progressives, him and Eddie Neman. They had another: guy by 
the nam of Roger Tietran i n  Twey, and w had one of the real toughest 
men in the country, in the United States right here in Bulpitt, John 
Gibson, who eventually ended up in  Mshington, D.C. i n  this union business. 
They wuldn't  back down for nothing. They tried to run Tanbazzi out of 
k a i d  one tine when he w s  riding a r d  the square. He told the guy 
that was driving the car, said, "Go around the square again. " When he 
got a r d  the squaze, he said, '%at do you want to  do?" He said, "Thm 
hm guys told me to  get out of town." He got out of the car, he pulled 
out tw 38 ' s , stuck them under their noses, 'Now, %ch one of you tm 
p y s  wants to  run me out of tom?" Neither one of them opened their  
mnths. ''Now both of you guys get out of tom," ad they took off on 
high. Tnat ' s the kind of stuff that vent on. 

One time Eddie N e w m  stopped my dad up there on Renee's corner [a 
drugstore-lunchroom in Taylorville] because Fddie Ne- and dad w r e  
the best of friends. My dad had an old 1928 Chwy. He said ,?Pete, 
would you do IE a favor?" My dad said, 'Well, sure Eddie, you how I'll 
do you a favor, whatever you mt. What do you want frm E?" He said, 
"I want you to take n-e and them t w  Swampy's I got s i t t ing there on the 
curb out in the country , I '  he said, "I 'm going to  beat hel l  out of them." 
My dad started laughing. He said, "I can' t  do that ." He said, "I '11 do 
anything else. You writ s a m  mney, I ' 11 give you s m  mney . " He said, 
"No, Pete, ' I  he said, "I wanted you to  tale IIE out in the country, I 'm 
going to whip these tm guys." That's the kind of stuff that went on. 

Q: Yes. Pretty tough guys. 

A: Real tough. I muldn' t have done i t ,  and I 've never backed down £?om 
nobody in my l i f e ,  ht I muldn't  do it. 

Q: Yes. What about W. C. Argust, did you ever hear of him? 
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A:  I've heard of him. I've heard of him. I'll t e l l  you a funny story. 
I don't haw the m ' s  nam no mre ,  but he vas Peabody and he ws tough. 
And I man one of the tou&est Peabody tlugs that ever walked. Him and 
Ray Tccnbazzi got into it. They was actually si t t ing,  I don't knaw where, 
across the alley or something, firing a t  one another with pistols. 
Tombazzi MS a PG and this other guy, he ms just a l i t t l e  short stocky 
guy. I mean he had nothing but guts. They're firing a t  one another. So 
along samewhere i n  the 1950s they ~s playing poker one day. There they 
were, they E r e  playing poker together and same guy brought up, he said, 
"You muldn't think that these tm guys one tim =re shooting a t  each 
other. " They both got mad , said, "You muld b e  to bring that up, 
muldn't you?" and everybody a t  the table laughd about it. They tuned 
a r d  and ended up Eriends again, there you are. 

Q: Yes. I heard about Tombazzi was g o d  a b u t  that. After the mine 
wars were wer ,  he went back to friendships with some of the guys that 
s tayd  in  the W. But a l o t  of people didn't. A lot  of families s tayd  
seperate . 
A: Oh no. A lo t  of people didn't forget. 

Q: Yes. Especially betwen families. 

A: Yes, there was a lot  of that. I seen a father, and a son have those 
problems. The son finally mnres out of the house. He ended up marrying 
one of the local gir ls  here a d  I 've run arazrd with him a l l  my l i f e .  He 
died here three or four years ago. 

Q: Did the son stay w i t h  the Progressives or did the father? 

A: No, t?ae son med in with the W of A. He mt back to mrk, which 
he done the best thing in  1933. 

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: He did the right, smart thing. But the rest  of the family didn't go 
back a d  they =re al l  sore a t  him and they run him off. 

Q: Okay. 

A: Okay. 

Ehd of Side b, Tape One 
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