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Frank Borgognoni, Bulpitt, Illinois, June 24, 1986,

Kevin Corley, Interviewer.

Mr. Borgognoni, would you please state your full name?
Frank Borgognoni.
Do you have a middle name?

Pete, all right. What was the time and place of your birth?

Q

A

Q

A: Pete.
Q

A: July &4, 1924,
Q

What do you know about your family swrname, Borgognoni? Is that from

A: That's from Italy. They were raised on a farm, a small farm. My
father came to this country, his purpose in coming over here, he wanted

to see and locate his father's grave in McAlester, Oklahoma, He got
killed in a coal mine over there, and when he went down there, he couldn't
find the marker. So therefore he came back up here in Ladd, right after
the Cherry Disaster and there he located his uncle. He was sixteen years
of age, and in order for him to be able to work in the coal mine, thirty-six
inch coal. He worked on his hands and lknees, he shot his own places, he
shoveled his own coal, and all that. In order for him to be able to go
down below his uncle had to take him with him because he was not old
enough and didn't have no miner's papers, so therefore his uncle took him
under his jurisdiction in there. He worked there a couple of years and
did not like it. So he traveled down here to Christian County where he
had some friends. One friend in particular, Sam Bernardi, who ran the
Hawaiian Inn for a period of years in Taylorville, Illinois. Some how or
other, I don't know how, but he got a job at Number Eight, at the coal
mine,

Q: How did he know these friends? Where did he know them from?

A: TIt's just like anything else, his friends that I'm talking about were
originally fram Italy from the same providence where he came from.

Q: What providence was that?

A: That would be Bologna.
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Q: Bologna, all right. And you say it's a farming commmity in the
hills?

A: That was the purpose when they came over here to make some money in
order to buy some more land to enlarge their farm.

Q: Yes.

A: His father got killed, so when he was here over a couple or three or
four years here in Christian County down here at Mine Number Eight, he
did--through my mother's telling me so--he saved a thousand dollars and
sent it to his mother. She ended up with 84 acres of ground over there,
she bought ground with the money. His intentions was really just to work

just a few years here and go back to Italy. But he met my mother, got
married, and he stayed here, he never did go back.

What was your mother's maiden name?
Corso.
Okay, what was her first name?

Louise.

e 2 e r L

Louise Corso.

A: Better know as Gee-Gee Borgognoni. They called her here, the people
that knew her, they called her Gee-Gee, and her real name was Louise
Borgognoni .

Q: All right, you say your mother bought the farm then back there, do
they still own it, your family?

A: My grandmother bought it.
Oh, I see.

On my father's side.

Right.

A: Yes, they still own it. When she died, they sent my father the
papers to sign in order to get his portion of the farm and he wouldn't
take any of it. He said that his brother had taken care of his mother
there for 35 years, that he was going to give his part to his brother and
he gave it all to him. His part of it. And that's what. . . .

e 2 L

Q: Yes. How did they send the money? What was the method of getting it
there?

A: I think, to the best of my knowledge, that the biggest part of it was
sent through an Italian counsellor up here in Springfield. But I'm not
sure, but I think that was the procedure that they used.
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Q: Yes. Did you ever here the counsellor's name?
A: Never did., Never did. But they had one up there.

Q: Yes. Do you remember the story about a guy in Langlewille, the
family who was sending their money to Italy through a counsellor in
Springfield?

A: I did, I certainly did. At the particular time, I was six years of
age and I attended the first grade of school at Langleyille. That's the
reason I know how old I was. My school teacher was Mrs. Garandini, and
she was an Italian teacher. Just catty-corner across from me was two
people living there, one by the name of Pia, and I don't remember the
other one. They were sending money through this one counsellor and
somehow or another, the money was not getting back to Italy like it was
supposed to. They found them both dead in the basement, shot to death,
More or less they thought it was the Italian counsellor that was embezzling
the money and they thought he was to blame. But I cannot verify that as
a fact, just hearsay.

Q: Yes. Do you know if that's the same counsellor your parent's used?

A: T couldn't tell you that, I couldn't really tell you that for sure.
I don't know.

Q: Do you know, were there usually more than one counsellors at that
time?

A: Ididn't know. I was just a kid and T just . . .

Q: Yes., Well, that's an interesting story. I just thought that we'd
try to figure that out a little bit.

A: Yes, I remember that. In fact, I even lived there when they had
killed two other people across the street from me there.

Q: Oh, really? Two other people?

A: Yes. They were supposed to be then known as part of the Mafia, of
vhich I don't know for sure. But they were, how would you say that, when
you try to get people to give them money?

Q: Extortion?

A: Extortion, and it didn't work out that way. The man was waiting for
them, from what I hear, with a gun and shot him. He didn't have no
intention of giving them anything.

Q: Yes. Now, was that Art Cioni?

A: Art Cioni, yes.

Q: I've heard that story before.
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A: And T lived across the street that night.
Q: And you heard the shots?

A: No. No, Ididn't. I was just a youngster and, of course, 1 was woke
up after it was all over with. But that's the way the story went.

Q: Yes. What'd they do with the bodies?

A: I don't know about that either. I know that somehow or other whatever
he told the state's attorney in Taylorville, that it was more or less
looked upon as .

Q: Self defense?

A: . . . self defense and justified homocide or whatever, and that was
just about it. Then I also lived here across the street.

Q: In Kincaid?

A: 1In Bulpitt here, when two other fellows were shot by one shot. One
shot came out of a shotgun. They had what they called a pumpkin seed in
the shell. It went through one fellow by the name of Mr. Jones, and he
wasn't a Progressive or a coal miner. But the other one was a Progressive,
and they blamed it on a fellow by the name of Hap Donnelly, but it wasn't
him. It was a Progressive miner was in the alley with a shotgun, drunk,
and the gun went off accidentally. But he was drunk and that's how they
got killed. I was also living in Bulpitt then.

Q: Do you know what the Progressive's name was that did the shooting?

A: All T knew him by was Jocko they called him. He was an old Lithuanian
Progressive miner. He didn't do it on purpose but he was drunk.

Q: Did he get conwvicted for it?

A: Nobody ever knew about it.

Q: Nobody knew, it was just stories.

A: Nobody knew about it. Just one fellow here in Bulpltt knew about it.
He never did say nothing. He finally told this fellow's dad, he said, "I
know who shot your father,' after the fellow died, he said, "y just
didn't want to say anythmg " He said, "He didn't do it on purpose, he
was drunk, and he told me." The man is a postmaster now down here at the
post office, Lynn Jones.

Q: Lynmn Jones?

A: Lynn Jones. He knows about it, knows who the fellow was.

Q: Good. Let's get back for a minute to your father and his immigration
here. Did he come alone from Italy?
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A: He came alone as a boy sixteen years old, not knowing anybody other
than his father. He knew that his uncle was up here up north in Ladd,
Illinois.

Q: He must've felt very strongly about finding your grandfather's grave.

A: Yes, he did. He wanted to know what happened to him, and he wanted
to know where his grave was. He didn't say why he wanted to know where
it was at but he wanted to locate it. When he got down there, he could
not find it. Why, I don't know.

Q: Okay. So that's just a mystery that . .
A: Tt's just a mystery. There was no marker or nothing there.

Q: Are there any other stories that have come down to you about your
parents?

A: T had an uncle that lived in Langleyville, by the name of Vincent
Corso. He worked at Number Eight, and he was responsible for the whole
family coming over here, two sisters and a brother. He made the money
working in the coal mine and he brought his mother over here. He went
down to the bottom one day and got ahold of Mr. Shaw, the mine manager.
He said, "I can't work in that place no more. The roof's awful bad.” He
says, 'It's going to come in any time." Of course, he talked broken
English, and Mr. Shaw said, "'You get back in there and go back to work or
I'll fire you."

Q: Did Mr. Shaw understand him?

A: Yes. So I'll tell you the full story on this just exactly how it

went. It was told to me by my father. He went in there, he wasn't in
there five minutes, the roof caved in and killed him. It was about a

week or two after I was born.

Q: Yes. Did Mr. Shaw get in trouble for that?
A: No, not one bit. Not one bit of trouble.
Q: Did your uncle's family get compensation?

A: My grandmother got a little bit of money. I don't know how much,
what it amounted to, but she got a little bit of money out of that. As
the years went by, my father started this tavern and Mr. Shaw came in
there one day. He said, '"Pete, I know that I'm responsible for your
brother-in-law getting killed." WMy father said, '"Yes, I know that." He
said, "You have to live with it, I don't." 'Pete," he said, "I've really
really lived hard over that," he said, "I'm sorry." 'Well," he said, "'like
I said, you have to live with it, I don't."

Q: Yes. So that was punishment enough.
A: That was it. My father never said anymore. That was the length of

the corversation. In fact, my father didn't even want him in the place,
really.
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Q: Yes. But he allowed him in anyway?

A: He allowed him in there anyway, which he felt like he had every right
to come in there as any other American citizen or otherwise, you know,
how we live in this country.

Q: Yes.
A: We're easy to forget.
Q: Yes. That's good.

A: Forget and forgive in other words. It's too late now to worry about
it in other words.

Q: Yes. Let me turn this off just a second. (tape turned off momentarily)
Okay, before I turned off the tape, we were talking about your father.
What was his occupation in the mine, what exactly did he do?

A: He started out I guess at 58. I don't know what they had, hand
loading in them days or at that particular time, but I'm not familiar
with that. But I do know that when they first got the first cutting
machine, T don't know if it was what they called the Joy cutting machine
or if it was what they called a monkey gardener. Mr. Hardy, Mr. Bill
Hardy, put my father on this machine. He liked him so well on this
machine that at that period of time, the mines would work six months and
they'd be off six months. That's the way they operated. He came to
Tovey where we lived, and he told my dad, he said, '"Don't you take a job
no place else.'" He said, "When they go back to work every year,'" he
said, "like off these layoffs, you'll be the first one to go back to work
and I'l]l come and get you."

Q: Why did he feel so strongly for him?

A: BHe did his job and he did it well, really. Not because he was my
father, but that's just the way he operated. Everything he ever done, he
tried to do it to the best of his ability. But they claimed that he was
one of the better cutting machine men right from the start that they had
along the midland. They had quite a few mines around here.

Q: Yes.

A: He even at that particular time, which you never heard of, he got
overtime you wouldn't believe.

Q: They didn't have to give him overtime, they just did it?

A: But they did. Mr. Hardy gave him this overtime because he wanted coal
to start out with the next day. He knew my father would have these places
cut for him just the way he wanted it.

Q: Yes. Well, good. All right, was your father ever injured on the
job?




Frank Borgognoni 7

A: Never was. Never was injured to my knowledge.
Q: Did he ever describe his relationship with his fellow workers?

A: He had a fellow working with him that he said wasn't worth a darn.
But he said they give it to him and he didn't care. He said he carried
him and the only thing he didn't like about this one worker and he was
known as the second man on the machine., But when they went on that
strike, that major strike there, my father was standing outside of Number
F‘.Lfty-ej.ght gate with a bamner vhen the miners were coming home that
night, coming out of the gate. His second man, Phil Petty from Taylorville,
was sitting in the back seat, he rolled down the back window and he tried
to spit on him. This is the way he told it to me, he just dropped his
bamner. He said, "If I've got to stand here and take this, I don't want
no part of it.," He never did go back, he said, "I'll never go back to
the coal mine," and he didn't. That was the end of his coal mine career
during that mine strike.

Q: So your father became a Progressive?

A: He became a Progressive, he run a tavern down here about half a
block. He was the only Progressive miner with a tavern in Christian
County., He told some stories about what went on. One of them I couldn't
hardly believe, that they had a 30 caliber water cooled machine gun on
these buildings. I guess it had to be true. The reason they had that
was because they needed all the protection they could get, they were
outnumbered. They had the Progressives standing guard here one night and
a fellow went by in one of these new type Fords. The first V-8 Ford they
ever made, and he was really going down the road. They hollered, 'Halt"
and he didn't stop. The men opened up and let him have it. Well they
cut down on him, they shot him. When he stopped, he ended up on these
gas pumps here, dead He had another fellow with him by the name of
Douglas PhQu:Lnty He lives over here in Bunker Hill, Kincaid over here.
He crawled across the field on his hands and knees and got away. He
lived.

Q: Was he wounded?
A: Wasn't touched.
Q: No.

A: He wasn't touched, and he got away. But another time they caught him
down here and a man by the name of Lawrence Store had him on a sidewalk
and had this 25 automatic pistol under his chin. He told him he was dead
and my father said, "For God's sake Lawrence, don't kill him." Two or
three guys had to pull him off and they turned him loose.

Q: Now, was he a strike breaker?

A: McQuinty was known as a thug, a Peabody thug. Carried a gun for them
at that paxtlcular time, from what I understand. Whether it's true or
not, I don't know. I'm just relating the story as it was told to me by
the older fellows. I used to sit around and listen to them when I was a
boy..
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Q: On which building out here did they have that machine gun? Was it a
machine gun or just a gun?

A: It was supposed to actually been a water cooled machine gun with a
jacket on it, had one of them water cranks on it, sitting on that building.
To this day, I can't hardly, but they swear by it, so I . . .

Q: Which building was it sitting on, do you know?

A: It's the third building down from right here. This was one, two,
third building down.

Okay, so that's on 104 .

No, it's right here on this street here.
What's the street called?

That's Main Street.

Main Street.

gr @ = Q = £

The building right now has got a big name on it, Joe's. It belongs
to thlS fellow next door to the oil man.

Was that a tavern down below at that time?

It was my dad's tavern.

Q

A

Q: Your dad's tavern.

A: My dad's tavern.

Q: So even though your dad didn't work with the Progressives, didn't
become Progressive and stay with the coal mine, he went back to his
tavern and most of his friends were Progresswes

A: In favor of the Progressives because actually that's what he started
out as, a Progressive. He did take the Progressive side., My father was
a well respected man in this county, I mean not for nothing. Well respected,
highly regarded as a man with a lot of principle about him. For a person
who was born in Italy he didn't even talk broken English, What I mean,
he spoke good American English. But anyway, they even used him as a
mediator at different times when they wanted to get somethmg through.
Like for instance one time, a well known Peabody man, he wasn't a bad
fellow, he just happened to be on the other side. He came up and said,
'"Pete,’ " is what he said. "Pete, can I talk to you for a minute?" He
said, '"Why, sure. Come on in and you can talk to me." He said, 'Pete,
if you got any friends that wants to go back to work, you tell them
they'd better go back to work. It's been two years now they've been on
strike, they have lost this thing." Which was true, they had lost.

Q: What year was this?
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A: Two years after the mine wars started, whatever year that was.
Q: 1934 about?

A: Somewhere in about 1934. So my father said, "Well, I'll talk to some
of them." So he went to Tovey and just different guys that he talked to
here in the tavern, he told them what the man had told him. It was
surprising how many of the people that got mad at him and said, '"Whose
side are you on?'" He said, "I'm still on the same side, but I'm just
telling you what the man told me." He said, "You do whichever you want
to." That's just the kind of a guy he was. Then during the war there, I
was in the service. He was chosen one of the men in Southfork Township
to go out on ard make sales for govermment, for U.S. Savings Bonds during
the war. That's just how well he was thought of.

Q: Yes. Tell me how he came about owning the tavern.
Owning the tavern?
Yes.
He didn't want to go back to the coal mine no more.

Where did he get the money to buy the tavern?

A
Q
A
Q
A: He borrowed the money from Mr, Orlandini. He loaned him the money.
Q: Now, Mr. Orlandini, where . . .

A: Nick Orlandini from Tovey, Illinois.

Q: Okay,

A

: He liked my dad just like he did his own brother. He had a little
money, and he said, "If you need it," and my father said, '"Well, if
you'll bring the papers here, I'll sign the papers for this money that
I'm borrowing from you." He's got one son still living there in Tovey
and he can tell the same story I'm telling. He said, "I don't need the
paggrs. Your name's good enough for me.' Which made my father feel
good .

Q: Yes,

A: He was just that honest.

Q: Yes. What was Mr. Orlandini's occupation?
A

: At that time they thought he was more or less supposed to have been a
bootlegger.

Q: Oh, I see.

A: Of course, like I say, I was just a youngster and it was no place for
kids at that time, whatever they was doing.
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Yes. All right, Did he ever get caught with bootlegging?
Not to my knowledge, not to my knowledge.

Did he loan money to other miners?

Q2 D

I don't know about that. All I know is he loaned my dad some money
one time and that was it.

Q: Yes. That's interesting.

A: Because they were the type of people, whatever business you did with
them was between you and them. They didn't discuss it with anybody else,
They were just that good a people. They helped a lot of people from what
I understand, that needed money I guess.

Q: You're talking about the Orlandini's?

A: Yes. They were the type of people that if you needed help and they
could help you, they'd help you, and they were just a good type of people.

Q: Yes.

A: As far as I'm concerned.

Q: Yes. All right, let me stop this again. (tape turned off momentarily)
While the tape was off, you were telling me about a shooting that took
place and with a National Guardsman?

A: Yes, in Tovey, Illinois, The man was standing and leaning up against
a fence, minding his own business. The best I know is Mrs. Miller, said,
"That's the man that's supposed to have been causing some trouble' or
something. A National Guardsman got out of one of their vehicles and

shot the man in the knee, and later on died from it. There was nothing
ever done about it, nothing.

Q: Now, she was accusing this guy of being a Progressive troublemaker?

A: He was a Progressive. She accused him, I guess, of being one of the
Progressive troublemakers.

Q: Do you know what his name was?
A: 1 think his name was Andy Gany.

Q: Oh, that's right. Andy Gynes I think. I think it was G-Y-N-E-S or
sometku_ng

A: Well, his boy went by the name of Gany. I went to school with him.
Q: Oh, Gany, that's probably how you say it.

A: Yes.
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Q: Okay, I remember that. How did the commmity feel about the National
Guard there?

A: They were terribly upset, but they did need that . . . my folks were
Progressive and I don't know what all, but they did need a National Guard
but they didn't actually do it right vhen they did come in. They were
partial towards the UMW of A at that time. But they needed a National
Guard to hold down all the trouble. It could've been worse if it hadn't
been for them and they had a ten o'clock curfew. If you were on the
streets at ten o'clock, they'd run you in or they'd take you to headquarters
and you were questioned why you were on the street., It was dangerous,
people were carrying guns, PG's and all. How bad it was--a car load of
these Peabody thugs that was carrying guns for Peabody would ride down
the street and actually grab guys, PG's, off the sidewalk . . .

Q: Now, what's a PG?
A: PG's they called them, Progressive miners.
Q: Oh, okay.

A: . . and haul them out in the country on the rural roads and just
llterally beat their brains in. Then take them back into town and dump
them in the ditch. That I know for a fact. I seen one man that wasn't
even taking either side that got a beating, and he wore a headband for
over three months, I know, by the name of Williams. His father was just
a dairy farmer, and he didn't have no part of it, even in the war. But
he got his head beat in.

Q: Who was the leader of some of these Peabody thugs?

A: Duke Livesay was the big man, head man around this part of the country,
but he actually never would get out and do any kind of dirty work himself.
He was more or less the big man. He had a guy like Fat Orlandi and

Andrew Daugherty and a few other fellows that would get out and then

force their demands, whatever they wanted them to do. Just do a lot of
dirty work that was all uncalled for, umnecessary.

Q: What was Duke Livesay's position with the company?

A: He wasn't with the company, what he ended up with was being board

member of district twelve here. That's what he ended up with. What he

was doing at that particular time, he was more or less like a pit committeeman,
But he was actually on the Peabody side.

Q: What can you tell me about the pit committeeman in your father's
days, say before the mine wars. Did they have a big role in helping to
control things?

A: I never did hear my father ever talk too much about a pit committeeman
when I was a boy. They more or less at that time they was just trying to
form a union. That never really got rolling unitl later on after that
big mine strike that they had. They actually had a union going for them,
as far as I know.



































































