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Rank Borgognoni, Bulpitt, I l l inois,  June 24, 1986. 

Kevin Corley, Interviewr. 

Q: Mr. Eorgognoni, wuld you please state your f u l l  name? 

A: hank Borgognoni. 

Q: Do you have a d d l e  m? 

A: Pete. 

Q: Pete, a l l  right. khat was the time and place of your birth? 

A: July 4, 1924. 

Q: What do you how about your fmi ly  surname, Borgognoni? Is that f rom 
. . .  
A: That's f rom Italy, They =re raised on a farm, a small farm. My 
father came to this country, his purpose in  coming over here, he wanted 
to see a d  lacate his  father's grave in WAlester, Oklahama. He got 
killed i n  a coal mine over there, an l  when he e n t  dom there, he cuuldn't 
find the marker. So therefore he came back up here in Ladd, right after 
the Cherry Disaster and there he located his uncle. He w s  sixteen years 
of age, and jll order for h i m  to be able to wrk  in  the coal mine, thirty-six 
inch coal. He mrked on his hands and lmees, he shot his o m  places, he 
shoveled his own coal, 4 a l l  that. In order for him t o  be able to  go 
dom below his uncle had to  take him with him because he ms not old 
enough and didn' t have no miner ' s papers, so therefore his uncle took him 
under his jurisdiction in  there. He tiorked there a couple of years and 
did m t  like it. So he traveled down here to  Qxistian County here he 
had sare friends. One friend in particular, Sam k m r d i ,  who ran the 
Hawaiian Inn for a period of years in Taylorville, Illinois. Some how or 
other, I don't know how, but he got a job a t  Number Eight, a t  the coal 
mine. 

Q: b w  did he how these friends? Where did he how them fran? 

A: I t ' s  just like anything else, his friends that I ' m  talking about =re 
originally £ran Italy from the same providence where he came from. 

Q: What providence m s  that? 

A: That muld be Bologna. 
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Q: Bologna, a l l  right. And you say it 's a farming carrsrnrnity in the 
hil ls?  

A: That ms the purpose then they came over here to  male some money i n  
order to buy scxne mre land to enlarge their farm. 

Q: Yes. 

A: His father got killed, so when he was here wer a couple or three or 
four years here i n  &istian County dom here a t  Wine Nwlber Eight, he 
did--through my mther ' s telling rm so--he saved a thousand dollars and 
sent it to his mther. She ended up with 84 acres of g r d  wer there, 
she bought ground w i t h  the mney. His intentions was really just to w r k  
just a few years here anl go back to  Italy. kt he mt my nother, got 
married, and he stayed here, he never did go back. 

Q: What was your mther 's  maiden nam? 

A: Corso. 

Q: Okay, &at was her f i r s t  m? 

Q: bu i se  Corso. 

A: Better know as Gee-Gee Borgognoni. They called her here, the people 
that hew her, they called her Gee-Gee, a d  her real name ms Louise 
Borgognoni . 
Q: A l l  right, you say your mother bought the farm then back there, do 
they still om it, your f d l y ?  

A: My grandmother bought it. 

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: (XI my father's side. 

Q: Right. 

A: Yes, they still own it. men she d i d ,  they sent my father the 
papers to s ign  i n  order to get his portion of the farm a d  he muldn't 
take any of it. He said that his brother had taken care of his mther 
there for 35 years, that he w s  going to  give his part to his brother and 
he gave it a l l  to him. His part of it. And that 's h t .  . . . 
Q: Yes. How did they send the noney? Wlat uas the method of getting it 
there? 

A: I think, to the best of my knowledge, that the biggest part of it was 
sent through an Italian counsellor up here in  Springfield. But I 'm not 
sure, but I think tha t  was the procedure that they used. 
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Q: Yes. D i d  you ever here the counsellor ' s name? 

A: Never did. Never did. But they had one up there. 

Q: Yes. Do you remanber the story about a guy in Langleyville, the 
family who ws sending their mney to  Italy thrm& a counsellor in  
Springfield? 

A: I did ,  I certainly did. A t  the particular time, I was six years of 
age and I attended the f i r s t  grade of school a t  Langleyville. That's the 
reason I how how old I was. My school teacher was Mrs. Garandini, a d  
she ws an Italian teacher. Just catty-corner across fran me was tw 
people living there, one by the name of Pia, and I don' t ranenher the 
other one. They E r e  sersling mney through this one counsellor and 
somehow or another, the mney was not getting back to Italy like it was 
supposed to. They f o d  than both dead in  the basement, shot to death. 
More or less they thought it w s  the Italian counsellor that was anbezzling 
the mney a d  they thought he m s  to blame. But I cannot verify that as 
a £act, just hearsay. 

Q: Yes. Do you how i f  that 's the same counsellor your parent's used? 

A: I couldn't t e l l  you that. I couldn't really t e l l  you that for sure. 
I don' t know. 

Q :  Do you know, =re there usually more than one counsellors a t  that 
time? 

A: I didn't how. I was just a kid and I just . . . 
Q: Yes. Well, that's an interesting story. I just thought that we'd 
try to figure that out a l i t t l e  bit. 

A: Yes, I ramher  that. In fact, I even lived there when they had 
killed t w  other people across the street £ran me there. 

Q: Oh, really? T w  other people? 

A: Yes. They =re supposed to be then known as par t  of the Mafia, of 
d-ich I don ' t know for sure. But they =re, how wuld you say that, when 
you try to get people to  give them mney? 

Q: Extortion? 

A: Fxtortion, and it didn't mrk out that my. The man ws waiting for 
them, Erm what I hear, w i t h  a gun and shot him. He didn't have no 
intention of giving them anythug. 

Q: Yes. Now, wis that A r t  Cioni? 

A: kt Cioni, yes. 

Q: I 've heard that story before. 



Frank Borgognoni 4 

A :  And I lived across the s t reet  that night. 

Q: AzrJ, you heard the shots? 

A: No. No, I didn't .  I was just a youngster and, of course, I was wke 
up after  it vas all arer with. W z t  that's the way the story writ. 

Q: Yes. What 'd they do with the bodies? 

A: I don't how about that either. I how that s d o w  or other whatever 
he told the s ta te ' s  attorney in Taylorvil le, that it m s  m r e  or less 
looked upon as . . . 
Q: Self defense? 

A: . . . self defense and justified hcanocide or hatever ,  and that was 
just about it. Then I also lived here across the s t reet .  

A: In Bulpitt here, *en t w  other fellows E r e  shot by one shot. One 
shot came out of a shotgun. They had what they called a pumpkin seed in  
the shell.  It w n t  thrmgh one fellow by the name of M r .  Jones, and he 
msn ' t  a Progressive or a coal miner. &It the other one was a Progressive, 

ly ,  but it wasn't 
shotgun, drunk, 
that ' s  how they 

a d  they b l a  it on a fellow by the nxce of Hap Donne1 
him. It MS a PLogressive miner MS in  the alley with a 
and the gun w n t  off accidentally. But he was drunk and 
got killed. I was also living in Bulpitt then. 

Q: Do you h o w  h t  the  Progressive's name was that did the shooting? 

A: A11  I hew him by was Jocko they called him. He was an old Lithuanian 
Progressive miner. He didn't do it on plrpose but he was drunk. 

Q: Did he get convicted for it? 

A: Nobody ever knew about it. 

Q: Nobody knew, it was just stories. 

A: Nobody h e w  about it. Just one fellow here i n  Bulpitt: knew about it. 
He never did say nothing. He finally told this fellow's dad, he said, "I 
know dm shot your father," after the fellow died, he said, "I just  
didn't  mt to say anything." He said, '?Ie didn't  do it on purpose, he 
was drunk, and he told re." The m is  a postmaster now d m  here a t  the 
post office, Lynn Jones. 

Q: Lynn Jones? 

A: Lynn Jones. He hows about i t ,  hows h o  the fel 

Q: God. kt 'S get back for a minute to  your father 
here. Did he cane alone t ram Italy? 

low was. 

ad his  W g r a t i o n  
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A: He came alone as a boy sixteen years old, not knowing anybody other 
than his father. He h e w  that his uncle vas up here up north in Ladd, 
I l l inois .  

Q: He rmst've f e l t  very strongly a b u t  finding your grandfather's grave. 

A: Yes, he did. He wanted to  how what happened to him, and he wanted 
t o  know h e r e  his grave was. He didn ' t  say why he want4 to know &ere 
it m s  at  but he m t e d  t o  locate it. men he got dom there, he could 
not find it. Why, I don't how. 

Q: Okay. So that's just a mystery that  . . . 
A: I t ' s  just  a mystery. There was no marker or nothing there. 

Q: Are there any other s tories  that have came dom t o  you about your 
parents? 

A: I had an uncle that lived in  Langleyville, by the name of Vincent 
Corso. He wrked a t  W e r  Eight, arad he was responsible for the &ole 
family coming over here, txo sisters a d  a brother. He made the mney 
wrking i n  the coal mine and he brought h i s  mther over here. He writ 
down t o  the bottan one day and got ahold of Fk. Shaw, the mine manager. 
He said, "I can' t tmrk in  that place no mre. The roof's aw£ul bad ." He 
says, "It's going t o  cune in  any time." O f  course, he talked broken 
Fmglish, and Mr. Shaw said, "You get back in  there a d  go back t o  w r k  or 
I ' l l  f i r e  you." 

Q: Did Mr. Shawunderstarad him? 

A: Yes .  So I'll t e l l  you the f u l l  story on t h i s  just  exactly how it 
a t .  It ws told to m by my father. He went in there, he m s n ' t  i n  
there five minutes, the roof caved in and killed him. It was about a 
-ek or tw a f t e r  I ws born. 

Q: Yes. Did Mr. Shaw get  in  trouble for that? 

A: No, not one b i t .  Not one b i t  of trouble. 

Q: Did your uncle's family get ccxnpensation? 

A: My gandrmther got a l i t t le  b i t  of mney. I don't how h o w m h ,  
what it amounted to ,  but she got a l i t t le  b i t  of mney out of that. As 
the years wnt by, my father started this tavern and Mr. Shaw cam in 
there one day. J3e said, 'Tete, I how that  I 'm responsible for your 
brother-in-la getting killed." My father said, "Yes, I how that." He 
said, 'You have to  l ive  with it, I don' t ." "Pete," he said, "I 've really 
rea l ly  lived hard uver that," he said, "I 'm sorry." ' W e l l  ," he said, "lik 
I said, you have t o  live with it, I don't." 

Q: Y e s .  So that  was punishen: enough. 

A: ?hat was it. My father never said anymore. Tnat was the length of 
the conversation. In fac t ,  my father d idn ' t  even want him in the place, 
real ly.  



Q : Yes . But he a1 lowed him in anyway? 

A: He allowd him in there anyway, &ch he f e l t  l ike  he had every right: 
t o  come in  there as any other American c i t izen  or otherwise, you know, 
how w l ive  in  this country. 

Q: Y e s .  

A : We ke  easy to  forget. 

Q: Yes .  That's g o d .  

A: Forget and forgive in  other wrds .  It 's too l a t e  now t o  w r r y  about 
it i n  o t k  mrds .  

Q: Yes. Let E turn this off just  a second. (tape turned off m n t a r i l y )  
Okay, before I turned off the tape, w =re talking about your father. 
What was his occupation in  the mine, *at exactly did he do? 

A: He started out I guess at  58. I don't how what they had, hand 
loading in than days or a t  that particular time, but I ' m  not familiar 
with that. &It I do how that  when they f i r s t  got the f i r s t  cutting 
machine, I don' t h o w  i f  it was h a t  they called the Joy cutting machine 
or i f  it was what they called a mnkey gardener. Mr. Hardy, M r .  B i l l  
Hardy, put my father on t h i s  machine. He liked him so we11 on t h i s  
rrrachine that  a t  tha t  period of time, the mines would m r k  s i x  mnths and 
they'd be off six mnths. That ' s the m y  they operated. He came to  
Tmey where s l ~  lived, a d  he told my dad, he said, "Don't you t a k  a job 
no place else." He said, Vhen they go back to  m r k  every year," he 
said, "like off these layoffs, you'll  be the f i r s t  one to  go back t o  m r k  
and I'll cane and get you." 

Q: my did he feel  so strongly for him? 

A: He did h i s  job and he did it ~ 1 1 ,  real ly.  kt because he was my 
father,  but that's just  the way he operated. Everything he ever done, he 
t r ied to do it t o  the best of his abi l i ty .  But they claimed that  he ws 
one of the bet ter  cutting m h i n e  m n  zi&t Eran the start that  they had 
along the midland. They had quite a few mines a r d  here. 

Q: Yes. 

A: He even at  that  particular time, *ich you never heard o f ,  he got 
a r e r t h  you muldn' t believe. 

Q: They didn' t  have t o  give him wertime, they just  did i t ?  

A: But they did. Mr. Hardy gave him this arertirne because he wanted coal 
t o  start out with the next day. He h e w  my father would have these places 
cut  for him just the way he wanted it. 

Q: Yes. Well, good. All r ight ,  was your father ever injured on the 
job? 
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A: Wer was. Never NS injured to my howledge. 

Q: D i d  he ever describe his relationship w i t h  his fellow wrkers? 

A: k had a fellow wrking w i t h  him that he said wasn't w r t h  a dam. 
But he said they give it to  him and he didn't  care. He said he carried 
him and the only thing he didn't  like about th is  one mrker and he was 
h o r n  as the second man on the machine. But when they wmt on that 
str ike,  that major str ike there, my father ws standing outside of Nuniber 
Fifty-eight gate with a banner when the miners were corning hone that 
night, caning out of the gate. His second man, F h i l  Pet ty  from Taylorville, 
was s i t t ing  in the back seat,  he rolled dom the back window and he tr ied 
to  spi t  on him. This is the way he told it to E, he just dropped his  
banner. He said, "If I 've got to  stand here a d  take this, I don't want 
no part of it. " He nwer did go back, he said, "I '11 nmer go back to 
the coal mine," a d  he didn't. That m s  the erd of h i s  coal mine career 
during that mine strike. 

Q: So your father becane a Progressive? 

A: J3e became a Progressive, he run a tavern down here about half a 
block. He was the only Progressive miner with a tavern i n  &ist ian 
County. He told some stories about &t e n t  on. One of than I cauldn' t 
hardly believe, that they had a 30 caliber mte r  cooled mchine gun on 
these buildings. I guess it had to  be true. The reason they had that 
ws because they needed all the protection they cmld ger, they Ere 
outnumbered. They had the Progressives standing guard here one night and 
a fellow v e n t  by in one of these new type Fords. The f i r s t  V- 8 Ford they 
ever made, and he was really going down the road. They hollered, '!Halt" 
and he didn't  stop. The men opened up and l e t  him have it. Well, they 
cut down on him, they shot him. &en he stopped, he ended up on these 
gas panps here, dead. He had another fellow with him by the naae of 
Douglas WQuinty. He l ives over here i n  Bunker Hi l l ,  Kincaid over here. 
He crawled across the field on h i s  hands ard knees and got away. He 
lived. 

A: Wasn't touched. 

Q: No. 

A: IEe wasn't touched, and he got away. Wzt  another time they caught him 
dom here aml a man by the narne of Lawrence Store had him on a sidewalk 
~LXI had this 25 autmatic pistol d e r  h i s  chin. He told him he was dead 
and my father said, "For God ' s sake Lawrence , don't k i l l  him. " Tw or 
three guys had to plll him off and they turned him loose. 

Q: Now, m s  he a str ike breaker? 

A: WQuinty m s  known as a thug, a Peabody thug. Carried a gun for them 
a t  that particular t h ,  frm what I understand. Wnether i t ' s  true or 
not, I don't how. I'm jusr relating the story as it: was told to  IE by 
the older: fellows. I used to  sit  a r d  and l i s ten to than when I ms a 
boy 
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Q: CXI Fjnich building aut here did they have that machine gun? Was it a 
mchine gun or just a gun? 

A: It was supposed to actually been a water cooled machine gun with a 
jacket on it, had one of them mter  cranks on it, sitting on that building. 
To this day, I can' t hardly, but they m a r  by it, so I . . . 
Q: Which k i ld ing  ws it s i t t ing  on, do you h o w ?  

A: It 's the third building down £ran right here. This was one, t w o ,  
third lmilding dom. 

Q: Okay, so that's on 104 . . . 
A: No, i t ' s  right here on this s t reet  here. 

Q: What's the s t reet  called? 

A: That's Main Street. 

Q: Main Street. 

A :  The h i ld ing  right now has got a big rime on it, Joe's. It belongs 
to this fellow next door to  the o i l  man. 

Q: Was that a tavern down below a t  that t ime? 

A: It m s  my dad ' s tavern. 

Q: Your dad ' s tavern. 

A: My dad's tavern. 

Q: So even though your dad didn't wrk with the Progressives, didn't  
becane Progressive and stay with the coal mine, he ~ n t  back to his 
tavern and mst of his  friends E r e  Progressives. 

A: In favor of the Progressives because actually tha t ' s  *t he started 
out as, a Plcogressive. He did take the Progressive side. My father was 
a well respected man in  this county, I man not for nothing. We11 respected, 
highly regarded as a man with a l o t  of principle about him. For a person 
dm ws born i n  I ta ly  he didn't  even ta lk  broken Fmglish. What I mean, 
he spoke g o d  American English. But anymy, they wen used him as a 
d i a t o r  a t  different times when they wanted to  get smthing through. 
L i k  for instance one time, a ~ 1 1  knom Peabody man, he wm' t a bad 
fellow, he just happened to  be on the other side. He carrre up a d  said, 
"Pete, ' is  h t  he said. "Pete, can I ta lk  to  you for a minute?" He 
said, 'my ,  sure. Ccme on in ard you can talk t o m . "  He said, "Pete, 
i f  you got any friends that wants to  go back to w r k ,  you t e l l  them 
they'd better go back to  mrk. I t 's  been tm years now they've been on 
str ike,  they have los t  th i s  thing." Which was true, they l -d  lost .  

Q: bhat year was this? 
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A: Tho years after the trine wars started, dxitever year that was. 

Q: 1934 about? 

A: Sanewhere i n  a b u t  1934. So my father said, 'Well, I'll talk to  some 
of than." So he mt to Twey and just different guys that he talked to  
here in the tavern, he told them what the rrran had told him. It was 
surprising how many of the people that got mad a t  him and said, 'Those 
side are you on?" He said, "I 'm s t i l l  on the  sat^ side, but I'm just 
telling you what the man told me." He said, "You do &ichwer ym want 
to." That's just the k i d  of a guy he ms. Then during the war there, I 
ws in the service. He ws chosen one of the r rm in  Southfork Township 
to go aut on and make sales for g w e m n t ,  for U.S. Smings Bods during 
the wr. That's just how we11 he kkis thought of. 

Y e s .  T e l l  me how he came about owning the tavern. 

Oming the Lavern? 

Yes. 

He didn't want to go back to the coal mine no mre.  

Where did he get the mney to buy the tavern? 

He  b o r r d  the mney from Mr. Orlandini. He loaned 

Now, Mr. Orlandini, where . . . 
Nick Orlandini frm Tovey, Illinois. 

Okay. 

him the mney. 

He  liked my dad just like he did his own brother. He had a l i t t l e  
mney, a d  he said, "IE yau need it," and my father said, 'Well, i f  
you'll bring the papers here, I ' l l  sign the papers for this money that 
I ' m  borrowing fran you." He's got one son s t i l l  living there i n  Tmey 
and he can t e l l  the same story I 'm telling. He said, "I don't need the 
papers. Y o u r  name's good enough for me." WZlich made my father feel 
g o d .  

Q: Yes. 

A: He was just that honest. 

Q: Yes.  bhat tas  M r .  Orlandini's occupation? 

A: A t  that time they thought he was m r e  or less supposed to have been a 
bootlegger . 
Q: Oh, I see. 

A: O f  course, like I say, I was just a youngster ard it w s  no place for 
kids a t  that t b ,  dxttever they ms doing. 
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Q: Yes. A l l  right. Did he ever get caught with bootlegging? 

A: No t  to my howledge, not to my howledge. 

Q: Did he loan mney to other miners? 

A: I don't know about that. A l l  I know is he loaned my dad s o r ~  mney 
one time d that ws it. 

Q: Yes. That's interesting. 

A: Because they =re the type of people, *tever business you did with 
them was betmen you and them. They didn ' t  discuss it w i t h  anybody else. 
Tney e r e  just that god a people. They helped a lot  of people frm w h a t  
I understad, that needed mney 1 guess. 

Q: You're talking about the Orlardini's? 

A: Yes. They *re the type of people that i f  you needed help and they 
could help you, they'd help you, and they wre just a good type of people. 

Q: Yes. 

A : A s  far as I 'm concerned. 

Q: Yes. A l l  right, l e t  me stop this again. (tape turned off nmmentarily) 
m i l e  the tape m s  off,  you e r e  telling m about a shooting tha t  took 
plzce and witlh a National Guardsman? 

A :  Yes, in  Twey, Illinois. 'Ihe m m s  standing and leaning up against 
a fence, minding his om business. The best I h a w  i s  Mcs. Miller, said, 
'That's the man that 's  supposed to have been causing same trouble" or 
something. A National Guardsman got out of one of their vehicles and 
shot the man in  the knee, and later on died £ran it. There was nothing 
ever done about i t ,  nothing. 

Q: Now, she ws accusing this guy of being a Progressive troublemaker? 

A: He WIS a Progressive. She accused him, I guess, of being one of the 
Progressive troublemakers. 

Q: Do you how &at his nzm m s ?  

A: I think his nane was Andy Gany . 
Q: Oh, that' s right. Andy Gynes I think. I think it was GY-N-E-S or 
somshing. 

A: Well, his boy wnt by the name of Gany. I went to  school with him. 

Q: Oh, Gany , that ' s probably how you say it. 

A: Yes. 
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Q: Okay, I rmanber that. How did the camunity feel  about the National 
Guard there? 

A: lhey w r e  ter r ib ly  upset, but they did need t h a t  . . . my folks wxe  
Progressive and I don ' t how what a l l ,  but they did n e d  a National CXlard 
but they didn't  actually do it r ight  when they did cane in. lhey e r e  
par t ia l  towxds the IE.IW of A a t  that time. Ek& they needed a National 
Guard to  hold d m  a l l  the trouble. It could've been m r s e  i f  it hadn't 
been for them 4 they had a ten o 'clock curfew. If you Ere on the 
streets a t  ten o'clock, they'd run you i n  or  they'd take you t o  headquarters 
and you wre c p s t i o n d  why you wre on the street. It was dangerous, 
people wre carrying guns, PG' s and a l l .  k w  bad it was--a car load of 
these Peabody thugs that ws carrying guns for Peabody wuld r ide  down 
the street and actually grab guys, PG's, off  the sidewalk . . . 
Q: Now, dut 's a PG? 

A: FG's they called them, Progressive miners. 

Q: Oh, okay. 

A: . . . and haul them out in the country on the rural  roads and just  
l i t e r a l l y  beat their brains in. Then take than back into t o m  anl d~lmp 
them in the ditch. That I haw for a fact. I seen one man that  wasn't 
wen taking either side that got a beating, and he wre a headband for 
over three mnths,  I h o w ,  by the name of W i l l i a m s .  His father WIS just 
a dairy farmer, and he didn ' t  have no part of i t ,  even in the war. But 
he got h i s  head beat in. 

Q: was the leader of some of these Peabody thugs? 

A: Duke Livesay was the big mn, head man a r d  this part of the country, 
but he actually never muld get aut and do any k i d  of d i r t y  mrk himself. 
He t~as mre or less the big man. He had a guy l i k e  Fat Orlardi and 
Andrew Daugherty and a few other fellows that wuld get out and then 
force their demands, whatever they wanted them t o  do. Just do a l o t  of 
d i r t y  m r k  that was a l l  uncalled for ,  unnecessary. 

Q: hhat ws Duke Livesay's position with the canpany? 

A: He wasn't with the company, *at he ended up with was being board 
member of d i s t r i c t  t e l v e  here. That's what he ended up with. What he 
was doing at that particular the, he ms m e  or less l i k e  a p i t  c d t t e a n a n .  
But he was actually on the Peabody side. 

Q: Wlzat can you tell  llhe about the p i t  c d t t e a n a n  in  your fa ther ' s  
days, say before the mine wars. Did they have a big ro le  in helping to  
control things? 

A: I never did hear my father ever t a lk  too rmch about a p i t  camnitteeman 
when I m s  a boy. They more or less at  that tine they was just trying t o  
form a union. That never rea l ly  got rol l ing unit1 later on a f t e r  that 
big mine s t r ike  that they had. They actually had a union going for them, 
a s  far as I know. 












































