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Frank Boch, Taylorville, Illinois, June 25, 1986.

Kevin Corley, Interviewer.

Note: Frederick Boch, Mr. Frank Boch's brother will also join in the
interview.

Q: Mr. Boch, would you please state your full name?

A: Frank Boch.

Q: Do you say your last name Boh?

A: B-0-C-H.

Q: You don't say Bock then, it is Bo?

A: Boch.

Q: Okay, Boch. Do you have a middle name?

A: No.

Q: Just Frank. What was the time and place of your birth?

A: 1 was born right here in Taylorville, Illinois, right here in this

house October 6, 1908.

Q: Right here in Taylorville. Now they call this Hewittville or is it
part of Taylorville?

A: Well, it's in a city now it was like a suburb originally because

there was a mine here and there was houses built around the mine. It was

known as Hewittville because there was at one time a L. D. Hewitt, a

banker in Taylorville that owned all the property here or a lot of it. I

would not say owned all of it but that's where the name comes from, this
. D. Hewitt, the banker.

Al]l right. Fritz, would you please state your full name?

L

Q

B: My right name is Frederick Steven Boch.
Q: Okay, and do you have a middle name?

B

Steven.
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Q: I am sorry, Steven that is right. What was the time and place of
your birth?

B: Here on this home place on February 12, 1912,

Q: And you were born in this house also?

B: That is what I understand.
Q:

Frank, what do you know about your family surname, Boch? Where does
that name come from?

A: T really couldn't tell you because I don't know, we don't know much
about our ancestors fram far back. Now we have had relatives write from
Germany and they spelled it Woch, why that was I don't know, do you know
Fritz?

B: No, I don't.

Last name was Prosneker.

A: I don't know where the name comes from.

B: Our folks come from Austria which is a country below Germany.
Q: So did your parents immigrate here themselves?

A: Yes.

Q: What was your mother's maiden name?

A: Mary.

Q: Last name?

A:

Q:

Prosneker. Was she married to your father before they came over?
Yes. But they hadn't come over at the same time. My Dad come in
1896 and my mother didn't come till about 1907. They had two children
already before in Austria, and there was about fourteen years age gap.
I'm the oldest one that was born in this country and there was an age gap

about fourteen years between the children that was born there and the
ones born . . .

Q: What were the names of the children born in Austria?
Ferdinand Boch and Agatha.

All right. Augusta is that a male name?

No, female, Agatha.

c oL "

Agatha.
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A: Now, she was married later to a man named Paul here in this country.
Q: Now are they still living?
A: No, no.

Q: All right. So once your parents came to this country then, you say
your father came first. Did he come straight to Illinois?

A: Yes. 1 think so.
B: To Springfield.

A: Not here in Taylorville, he come to Springfield first, I believe. I
believe he worked some in the mine before, but there was a bad time that
time. They didn't call it a depression like we do now. When there is a
bad time they called it a panic and there was no work. He joined the
United States Army and he was a veteran of the Spanish-American War. He
went down in Cuba and Puerto Rico and those places where they were fighting
it.

Q: Was he an American citizen at the time that he fought in that war?

A: They were American citizens later, I don't know just when they became
citizens later. I don't know just when they became citizens, do you?

B: I think they become a citizen later, Frank.
A: I don't know just what the date would be.

Q: So he was fighting in that Spanish-American War and your mother
wasn't even over here yet?

A: Not yet, no.

B: They both wanted to come but they didn't have money for both of them
to come over. Took him so many years to save up enough money to send
over for Mom and the two children to came over.

A: After the Spanish-American War he come to Taylorville and bought this
property here. There was three acres, there was one acre here, these six
lots and there was that whole block over there. Of course, I don't know
what he paid for it or anything but he couldn't have paid mich because I
don't think he had much money but it was probably cheap at that time. He
saved some money from the service, when he was in the service. Anyway
that is how come we became established here. Then the mine was sunk
there about that time 1898 or early or just before the 1900 and he got a
job at the mine.

Q: How did he get the job at the mine? Did he know someone?
A: Oh, he used to tell a story. He was always full of jokes and he was

wanting to get on at the mine. They wouldn't hire him, they didn't have
no room for him. One day one miner got killed at the mine and the mine
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manager or superintendent just lived a short ways down here about a

couple or three blocks. They come after him and said, "Steve, come on to
work, we got a job for you. A man got killed in the mine yesterday."

And my dad said, '"Well, if I had known that's all it took to get a job I
would have killed him a long time ago." (laughter) He was always full

of stuff like that, he said, '"T had a killed him long time ago.' (laughter)

So what year did he start in the mine?
About 1900,
1900, and how old was that mine at that time?

It was brand new. It was just sunk, it was just the beginning of the

E.??f.‘???f?
]

Q: And the name of the mine was?

A: Springfield District Coal Mine Company. In these clippings it tells
about who started it and financed it. There was business people here
fram Taylorville, you know that put their money into it and started a
mine.

Q: And later did it become Mine Fifty-eight?

A: Later, well it was already known as Mine Fifty-eight but later on
about 1921 Peabody bought the mine and then it was known as Peabody Mine
Fifty-eight from then on. In 1924 when I started Peabody had the mine
already, it was Peabody Coal Company Mine Fifty-eight.

Q: Well, that is interesting. Tell me what other stories that come down
to you about your parents?

A: TFrom before?

Q: Sure any stories that you had that were related to you. How did they
describe their lives to you?

A: I will tell you my dad wasn't much for telling us about the family or
anything. In fact I don't know whether he wanted to keep away from them

or what but he didn't say much about the relatives. When we heard something
about some relatives he didn't want nothing to do with them.

Q: Fritz, do you remember any stories?

B: Yes, Mom was telling about it. I think she picked rock at the mine
or something in there this was kind of hand work, everything was handwork.
Dad even mentioned about being engineer at one of the mines, you know.

Q: Now where was this at? Are you saying that you picked rock?

B: At Austria, the country of Austria, it's not far from the border of

Germany. The way I understand it, Dad at one time even worked at a mine
in Germany. I don't know if that's where he said that he was a hoisting
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engineer or not but he said that the mine where he worked that the owner
of the mine had a grown daughter. When Dad was hoisting the coal up and
maybe he had run the cage up too far you know, and the mine owner's
daughter happened to see that. She mentioned that to her Dad. She said,
"Steffen is shook the tipple again.' (laughter) It was all wood, the
tipple was all wood and you hit the tipple too hard eventually you would
tear it up. The daughter was kind of keeping an eye on how the operation
was going. Whenever Dad hit the tipple too hard with the cage she would
go tell her Dad, "Steffen is shook the tipple again."

A: My dad worked in the mines in Germany and he was surprised at how
they mine and get the coal out and everything. He says there in Germany
they would even go in with their hands and scrape the coal every bit of
it that they could get, you know, and put on their shovel and put in the
cars to take out. Here in the United States well, I have seen it because
I have worked here, why tons and tons of coal is left down. They get
what is easier to get you know, and they don't bother about what is hard
to get. He says there they get every bit of coal, every pound that they
can get they don't waste none of it. But it might not be as plentiful,
the coal mine might not be as plentiful like it seems here and everything,
I don't know. It was different anyway , because the way I understood him
they'd work on the level and I don't know whether they went up or down
but then they would work another level. Out here you work your one level
out like we did around here. There they would go up and down, the coal
was probably rumning different than here. Here you have a straight area
of coal.

Q: Horizontal seam?
A: Yes.
Q: Over here?

B: Well, the seam was thicker I imagine is what it was. They had to
work it that way in order to get it out of there, it wouldn't be safe to
try to work the whole depth.

A: Qut at the Mine Eleven I was in on a sink and I have seen everything
where they went through there, what kind of layers they went through.
There was one layer of coal wasn't very deep it was about two inches
thick but it was coal. Then we went dowmn further and there was another
layer of coal it was about three foot thick it was fairly thick, I guess.
It could be mined if you had to have it, if it was like necessary to get
the coal. Then they went on down until they hit the main seam, that's
was about eight, eight and a half foot thick that was your main seam. It
was number six, I think it was number six. It is all numbered. I think
it was six. I think over at Springfield they had five, rnumber five.

Q: Now did your father's father also work in the mine?
B: Never heard anything about him.

A: I tell you I don't know anything about him.
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B: I don't know anything about the relatives. I remember them telling

about having to bury their father or somebody. The families themselves

had to dig the grave and put the person away, they didn't have no undertakers.
They had to make a pine box and put the family member in after he died

and bury the family member themselves.

A: My dad used to tell us why he liked this country, the freedom like we
have here. There in the old country where they lived your Catholic
religion would be like your main religion, there wasn't no other religion.
They had that one religion and their religion had a lot of power over the
people, it wasn't free like it is here. If you didn't go to church like
on Sunday they knew you wasn't there and then they would come looking for
you. My dad would hide, he would go out in the woods and hide, you know,
until it settled down and then he go back on home. Here he said he could
do whatever he wanted. If he wanted to go to church he could go, he
liked that because he had seen how they was doing.

Q: Who would come and look for him, the church authorities or the government
authorities?

B: Members, members, church members I think it was.

A: One time he sent some money to some relatives there in Germany or
Austria, I don't know which one of the countries. He got an answer back,
they thanked him for the money and they said they took it to the priest,
you know, give the money to the priest and then they didn't send them
more money. He figured if they didn't need it for themselves he wasn't
going to send no more.

Q: I have heard that a lot from immigrants, when they came over the one
thing they liked was they didn't have to go to church that the priest
didn't bother them.

A: It was like free, you could do what you want, freedam.

Q: You described that your mother had worked at on time ocut, did she
work when she came to America? Did she have a job then?

B: Not that I know of I remember her telling about working the mine
picking rock and I remember her telling about this here refuse, the rock
and that's what they picked out of the coal. That wasn't left on top.
That was all stashed back underground, left underground. They didn't
have problems with any of the . . .

Q: Was she an exception or did other women also do that?

B: Why I guess there was others. Yes, I imagine there was others.

Q: Now when she came to America did she ever try to get a job you know
of?

B: 0h, no.
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Q: Did your father believe it was better that she didn't work?

B: Well, she worked right here, having this three acres of ground they
worked it by hand. They sowed the oats and corn and everything and cut
by hand, stored it and raised a cow and raised some pigs, chickens,
garden all the time.

Q: Kept her busy, didn't it?

A: Yes, we had quite a bit of property here, we had a nice garden ard
cow, hogs, chickens.

Q: Now did your older brother and sister that were born in Austria come
over with them?

B: With Mom.

Q: They would have been how old when they came?

B: Frank would know more about how old they were.

A: I would say about twelve years old then.

B: 1In that neigborhood.

A: My older brother went to the school up here some before he went to

the mine. See in those days when you became fifteen or sixteen you

started looking for a job. I think when he was about sixteen he went to

the mine. Maybe before, I don't know. I went in a mine when I was

sixteen. I was going to high school and I seen these other boys like up

in my age work at the mine. They would bring home their pay, you know,

and had money and then I wanted to go work too to have money. I remember
that my folks told me they said, "Now we don't want you to go to work at

the mine, we would rather for you to go to school but if you want to it
would be all right too. But we would rather for you to get an an education.”
Like to get some better job, you know. But I went to the mine.

Q: Did your father ever get injured on the job?

B: Not that I know of. He never did get hurt seriously or anything, did
he?

A: Well, I wouldn't say no major injury. I remember one time here when
we was young he got covered with some coal and he was pretty sore in the

chest and everything. I wouldn't say it was a major injury, it was just
one of them things that happened in a mine.

Q: Did he ever describe his relationship with his fellow workers?
A: He always got along with all of them.

Q: Were most of the fellow workers that he was with when he first came
to these mines in America of German descent also? Or Austrian descent?
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A: Well, there was foreigners mostly Italian, German, different nationalities.
Q: Were they able to cammmicate, did they speak the same language?
B es, they would make out.

A: There was one story he told about when he worked over in Sprmgfleld
Like here in our mines here in Taylorville vicinity there wasn't no black
people working over there. That bucket I was telling you about where
they carried the water, one of them blacks, I think he was a mule driver
or something, he always wanted a drink out of my dad's bucket. He chewed,
and wouldn't spit the chew out of his mouth when he took a drink. That
tobacco went down in the water and he told him about, he said, whatever
his name was, he said, "I don't want you drinking, I can't drink the
water after you drink out of it, you got that tobacco in your mouth. It
goes in my water, it ruins my water, I don't want you drinking." And
that guy didn't pay no attention, he just went and drank when he felt
like it. Then my dad said he caught him up some place at night and
jumped on him, you know, and nearly killed him, I guess, I don't know.
(laughter)

B: Roughed him up a little. (laughter)

Q: How about your father's relationship with his bosses, how did that
go?

B: As far as I know, he never had no problems.
A: I don't think so.

Q: I just wondered. First of all you said he came to work in Springfield,
what year was that again?

I would say 1896.
1896, and how long did he work in Springfield?

B
Q
A: Not very long, because like I told you, there was bad times.
B: He went into the service.

A: He went into the service and used to tell us about how the work
conditions were at that time. You could kill yourself working and you
couldn't make but about ninety cents a day. You could just work as hard
as you could but about ninety a day was the most you could make because
it was non-union. Then later on they had a mine strike, it was the
beginning of the union, they were trying to establish a union. A4s soon
as they won the union, they won the strike, and establlshed the union,
they got a little better wages right away. It wasn't much but T think a
couple of dollars a day or something but the main thing was before the
Union come when you sent the coal out they would just weigh what they
call the lump coal, you know. This other fine stuff that went on through
they didn't pay you for that. After the Union was established they had
to pay for that too, the small stuff. And that was the main gain he said
that they had and it helped them.
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Q: The United Mine Workers really came to life, I guess you'd say, about
1897-98 there was a big strike in there.

A: Yes.

Q: Was your father working in the mine at that time or was he in the
Spanish-American War?

A: He knew about the strike and everything because he would tell us
about it. He knows about the Virden Riot out there they had what they
called the Virden Riot and he told us about it that time.

Q: What did he say about it?

A: They shot the engineer of the train. They brought non-union or
outside workers in to work the mines I don't know where they come from,
Alabama or someplace, from some other place. Then they were shooting and
they killed the engineer on the train. I remember him telling that.

Q: What was the reaction of the miners in the area that he worked toward
that Virden riot? Were they angry at the management?

A: You mean at that time?

Q: Right.

A: T imagine they was but I wouldn't know too much. Right over here in
Pana, they had that mine strike too at that time and they had outsiders
they would bring them in . . .

Q: Yes, they had a lot of blacks come in, I guess, a lot of the blacks
got killed coming up out of the mine

A: Yes.

Q: Some of them got shot at while they were coming out in the train.
A: Yes, they would shoot their houses and everything.

Q: Yes.

B: It was a rough time right about then.

Q: T would like to ask you now about your life at home when you were a
child. How many rooms did you have in this house at that time?

A: 1t was only about three rooms wasn't it?
B: Well, two rooms and a basement.

A: Yes, later we built some more on.
B

There was three rooms
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I can show you pictures of the house.
Frank, you were born in what year again?

I was born in 1908.

e e »

In 1908, so that was just a year after your mother had arrived back
in the United States.

A: 1907 my mother come. Before my mother come and my dad built this
house, he lived in the barn back here, He built a barn and he lived in
the barn until he built this house before my mother come. But before he
built it he lived in the barn.

Q: He had a fascinating life the things he was able to accomplish,
bringing your family over. Did anyone else besides your parents and
brothers live in this house and your sister, at that time, when you were
born or your early years? Frank?

A: You mean somebody else?
Q: Yes, like any other relatives or lodgers or anyone?

A: No, there wasn't no room, we had all we could do to raise the family
here.

Q: How did the housework go? Who made or mended the family's clothes?

A: I remember my mother cleaning the house and you didn't have carpets

like you got now and everything like that you see these modern houses, it
was just the bare floor. They might have thrown a few rugs out or something.
Every week she'd get the bucket with soap and scrub the floor with the
scrubber. I can smell that socap and everything yet, but she kept it

clean she kept the house clean.

Q: Did you have a certain chore that you had to do?

A: No, nothing special. My dad would tell us to do certain things, but
we didn't have anything special we had to do.

Q: Were there any clothes that were bought new or second hard in your
family?

A:; Well, we didn't have much clothes. I know when we went to school we
put on a pair of clean over-alls, most of the kids wore over-alls, and
then when you come home from school you put on another pair of over-alls
that was older or patched up or something to play in. Then you put the
same ones back on the next day, the clean ones you put back on the next
day to go to school. We didn't have clothes like we do today.

Q: How did you manage with the washing and bathing?

A: The old fashioned way, you took a bath in a galvanized tub., In
summertime, I remember, in the morning we would pump the tub full of
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water and let it sit in the sun and in the evening you would jump in the
tub and took a bath. In the wintertime of course you would have to heat
the water on the stove. But with the washing, my mother done all washing,
I remember on the scrub board. They had a scrub board and soap and she
done all the washing in the tubs.

Q: Did your sister help her?

A: My sister didn't stay around too long because she got married soon
after she come here. She wasn't here too much.

Q: What did you usually eat, what kind of foods?

A: Inside the house here we had what they call a heating stove and then
for the cooking we had a range.

B: He asked what we eat.

Q: What kind of foods did you eat?

B: What kind of food did we eat?

Q: Did you have ethnic foods from back in Austria that you ate mostly?

A: We had a lot of food that the recipies came from Austria. It was
simple food that is one thing I can say. As many hard times as we went
through in our life time we were never hungry, I can't say that we were
ever hungry. We had food to eat, it might have been simple. I remember
my Mother would make some kind of cormmeal mush. Get the corn meal and
mix potatoes with it and put some bacon on top of it, that was a meal, it
filled you up. You could do a days work when you ate that, it wasn't bad.
But we always had milk from the cow, and chickens, hogs. We butchered in
the wintertime, had meat from the hogs. We didn't starve. But there was
other poorer people than us and T will tell you they stawed. I got a
magazine here if T can find it. There was an article here in. .

B: I was going to say about the folks raising hogs and that they
butchered them., We had our own meat and they would make their own sausage
here and everything. They would grind it up by hand.

Q: Did you boys help to do that?

B: No, I never did get in on it but I remember the folks working, they
butchered a hog and had it hanging up and everything. I remember watching
them work on it but I don't think I have done much on that.

Q: So you didn't have certain tasks that you had to do when you were
young?

B: Not really.

Q: Were you boys allowed to pretty much go out and play and do what you
wanted?






































































