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E'rank bch,  Taylorville, I l l inois,  June 25, 1986. 

b i n  Corley, Intewiewr. 

Note: Frederick Boch, Mr. bank Boch's brother w i l l  also join in the 
interview. 

Q: Mr. Boch, wuld you please state your ful l  name? 

Q: Do you say your las t  name Boh? 

Q: You don't say Bock then, it i s  Bo? 

A: Boch. 

Q: Okay, Ekh. Do you have a middle name? 

A: No. 

Q: J u t  Rank. %at was the time and place of yuur birth? 

A: I m s  born right here i n  Taylorville, Illinois, right here in this 
hause October 6 ,  1908. 

Q: Right here in Taylorville. Now they cal l  this Hewittville or is it 
part of Taylorville? 

A: k l l ,  it's in a city now it ws like a suburb originally because 
there was a rriine here and there ms houses hilt around the mine. It was 
hewn as Hewittville because there was a t  one tjme a L. D. Hewitt, a 
banker i n  Taylorville that om& a l l  the property here or a lot  of it. I 
would not say owned a l l  of it but that 's where the name canes fim, this 
L. D. Hewitt, the banker. 

Q: A l l  right. Fritz, m l d  you please state your ful l  name? 

B: My right: name is kederick Steven Boch. 

Q: Okay, and do you have a middle name? 

B: Steven. 
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Q: I am sorry, Steven that is right. mat: was the rime and place of 
yaur birth? 

B: &re on this h e  place on February 12,  1912. 

Q: And you e r e  born in  this house also? 

B: Tnat is what I understard , 

Q :  Rank, what do you know about your family surname, Boch? Where does 
that nam come from? 

A: I really couldn't t e l l  you because I don't know, w don't knawmch 
about our ancestors f r an  far back. Now w e  have had relatives write f r o m  -~ - 

Germany and they spelled it Woch, * y  t h e  MS I don't h o w ,  do you h& 
k i t z ?  

B: No, I don't. 

A: I don't how where the name comes frm. 

B: &r folks cam2 from Austria &ich is a country below Germany. 

Q: So did your parents immigrate here themselves? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: hhat was your mother's maiden nane? 

A: Mary. 

Q: Last name? 

A: Last narrre was Prosneker , 

Q: Prosneker. Was she married to your father before they came over? 

A: Y e s .  But they hadn't c a ~  over at  the sarne time. My D a d  c a ~  in 
1896 and my mther  didn't  cane till about 1907. They had tm children 
already before i n  Austria, and there ws about fourteen years age gap. 
I ' m  the oldest one that was born in this country and there was an age gap 
about fourteen years betwen the children tha t  was born there and the 
ones born , . . 
Q: What were the names of the children born in Austria? 

A: Ferdinand Boch and Agatha, 

Q: A l l  right. Augusta is that a male m e ?  

B: No, female, Agatha. 

Q: Agatha. 
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A: Now, she was married later t o  a man named Paul here i n  th i s  country. 

Q: Now are they s t i l l  living? 

A: No, no. 

Q: A l l  right. So once your parents cane t o  th i s  country then, you say 
your father cam f i r s t .  D i d  he com straight  t o  I l l inois?  

A: Y e s .  I think so. 

B : To Springfield . 
A: Not  here in Taylorville, he cane t o  Springfield f i r s t ,  I believe. I 
believe he mrked s m  i n  the nine before, but there was a bad tim that 
time. They didn ' t  c a l l  it a depression like rn do now. When there is a 
bad tine they called it a panic and there was no mrk. J3e joined the 
United States Army and he was a veteran of the Spanish-hrican War. He 
w n t  dom i n  Cuba a d  Puerto Rico and those places h e r e  they were fighting 
it. 

Q: k s  he an h r i c a n  c i t izen  a t  the t i m e  tha t  he fought in that  war? 

A: They =re American ci t izens later, I don't how just: when they b e c e  
ci t izens la ter .  I don't know just  h e n  they became ci t izens,  do you? 

B: I think they b e c m  a c i t izen  l a te r ,  hank. 

A: I don't know just  &at the date wuld be. 

Q: So he t~as fi&ti.ng i n  that  Spanish-American War and your mther  
wasn't even wer here yet? 

A: Not yet, no. 

B: They both wanted t o  cane but they didn' t  have mney for both of than 
to  cme  wer. Took him so m y  years t o  save up enough mney t o  send 
mer  for P h n  and the tm children t o  cane wer. 

A: After the Spanish-American Mar he come t o  Taylomille and bought this 
property here. There was three acres, there m s  one acre here, these six 
lo t s  and there was that  whole block aver there. O f  course, I don't know 
what he paid for: it or anything but: he couldn't have paid rmch because I 
don't think he had mch mney but it ws probably cheap a t  that tim . He 
saved some mney f rom the service, when he a s  in the service, Anyway 
that is how care e became establishad here. Then the mime ms sunk 
there a b u t  that time 1898 or early or just: before  he 1900 and he got a 
job a t  the mine. 

Q: How did he get the job at  the mine? Did he how sameone? 

A: Oh, he used t o  tell a story. He was always f u l l  of jokes and he was 
wanting t o  get on a t  the mine. They muldn' t  hire him, they didn't  have 
no roan for him. O x  day one miner got killed a t  the mine and the mine 
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manager or superintendent just lived a short wys dawn here about a 
couple or three blocks. They caw af te r  him a d  said, "Steve, c m  on t o  
work, w got a job for you. A m a n  got killed in the mine yesterday." 
And my dad said, 'Well, if I had h o r n  that's a l l  it took t o  get a job I 
would h e  killed him a long time ago." (lau&ter) He ms always f u l l  
of s tuff  l ike tha t ,  he said, "I had a killed him long t b  ago." (laughter) 

Q: So tihat year did he start in the mine? 

A: About 1900. 

Q: 1900, and how old was that  mine a t  that time? 

A: It MS brand new. It ms just sunk, it was  just the beginning of the 
mine. 

Q: And the name of the mine m s ?  

A: Springfield District Coal Mine Ca-qany. In these clippings it tells 
abaut who start4 it and financed it. 'I'here was business people here 
£ran Taylowille,  yau know that put their mney into it and started a 
mine. 

Q: And later did it becane Mine Fifty-eight? 

A: Later, ~ l l  it was already know as Mine Fifty-eight but l a t e r  on 
about 1921 Peabody bought the mine and then it m s  lanm as Peabdy Mine 
Fifty-eight fran then on. In 1924 when I started Peabcdy had the mine 
already, it was Peabody Coal Ccanpany Mine Fifty-eight . 
Q: W e l l ,  that  is  interesting. Tell E what other s tories  that COKE down 
t o  yau a b u t  yuur parents? 

A: Ran before? 

Q: Sure any stories  that you had that =re related t o  you. How did they 
describe their lives t o  you? 

A .  I w i l l  tel l  you my dad wsn '  t rruch for te l l ing  us about the family or 
anything. In fact I don't  h u w  whether he m t e d  t o  keep away fim them 
or what but he didn't: say much about the relatives. I4-m w heard s m t h i n g  
about sonre relat ives he didn ' t  m t  nothing t o  do with them. 

Q: Fri tz ,  do yau ranember any stories? 

B: Yes, Mom m s  t e l l ing  about it. I think she picked rock a t  the mine 
or smething in there this was kind of hand wrk, everything was handmrk. 
Dad wen m t i o n e d  about being engineer at  one of the mines, you haw. 

Q: Now where was this at? Are you saying that you picked rock? 

B: A t  Austria, the country of Austria, i t ' s  not fa r  f r m  the border of 
Germany, Tne way I understand i r ,  Dad a t  one time wen wrkd a t  a mine 
in Germany. I don't how i f  that's where he said tha t  he was a hoisting 
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engineer or not but he said that the mine where he wrked that the omer 
of the mine had a grom daughter. h n  Dad was hoisting the coal up and 
maybe he had run the cage up too far you b o w ,  and the mine omer 's  
daughter happened to see that. She mentionad that to her Dad. She said , 
"Steffen i s  shook the tipple again ." (laughter) It: ws a l l  mod, the 
tipple m s  all mod a d  you hit the tipple too hard eventually you m l d  
tear it up. The daughter was kind of keeping an eye on how the operation 
m s  going. hhenwer Dad h i t  the tipple too hard with the cage she m l d  
go t e l l  her Dad, "Steffen is shook the tipple again." 

A: My dad wrked in the mines in  Germany and he was surprised a t  how 
they mine and get the coal out and everything. & says there i n  Germany 
they m l d  wen go in with their hands and scrape the coal every bi t  of 
it tha t  they c d d  get, you know, and plt on their s h e 1  and put i n  the 
cars to take WE. &re in the United States well, I have seen it because 
I have mrked here, why tons and tons of coal i s  l e f t  d m .  They get 
what is easier t o  get you know, and they don't bother about what is hard 
to get. He says there they get wery b i t  of coal, every pound that they 
can get: they don't waste none of it. But it might not be as plentiful, 
the coal mine might not be as plentiful like it seems here and everything, 
I don't how. It was different anyway, because the way I understood him 
they'd wrk on the level and I don't h o w  thether they wnt  up or down 
but then they wuld wrk another level. Out  here ycru mrk y o u  one level 
out like VE did a r d  here. There they wuld go up and d m ,  the coal 
ms probably running different than here. Here yau have a strai&t area 
of coal. 

Q: Horizontal seam? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Wer  here? 

B: ell, the seam was thicker I imagine i s  &at it MS. They had to 
wrk it that way i n  order to get it out of there, it m l d n ' t  be safe to 
t r y  t o  mrk the &ole depth. 

A: at a t  the Mine Eleven I was in on a sink and I have seen everything 
where they went through there, what kind of layers they mt through. 
There was one layer of coal wasn't very deep it was about tm inches 
thick but it m s  coal. Then m wnt  dom further and there was another 
layer of coal it ms about three foot thick it m s  fairly thick, I guess. 
It could be mined if you had to have it, i f  it was like necessary to  get 
the coal. Then they vent on dawn until they h i t  the main seam, that 's 
was about ei&t, eight and a half foot thick that was your. main seam. It 
was mmber six, I think it was number six. It is a l l  nunbered. I think 
it m s  six. I think arer a t  Springfield they had five, number five. 

Q: Now did your father ' s father also work in  the mine? 

B : Never heard anything abaut him. 

A: I t e l l  you I don't h u w  anything about him. 
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B: I don't know anything about the relatives. I remanber than tel l ing 
abaur having to h r y  their  father or samebody. The families themselves 
had to  dig the grave and p t  the person away, they didn't  have no undertakers. 
They had to  make a pine box and plt the family member i n  after  he died 
and bury the family member therwelves. 

A: My dad used t o  t e l l  us why he liked this country, the Sreedcm like w 
have here. There in the old country where they l i v d  your Catholic 
religion m l d  be like your main religion, there wtsn't no other religion. 
They had that one religion and their religion had a l o t  of powr wer  the 
people, it msn ' t  free l ike it i s  here. If you didn't  go to  church l ike 
on Sunday they knew you wasn't there and then they muld cane looking for 
you. My dad m l d  hide, he m l d  go out in  the mods and hide, you know, 
unt i l  it settled down and  hen he go back on hane. Here he said he could 
do whatever he wanted. If he m t e d  t o  go to church he could go, he 
liked that because he had seen how they was doing. 

Q: Who wuld caw a d  look fox him, the church authorities or the g w e r m n t  
authorities? 

I B: W e r s ,  members, church members I think it was. 

A: One t ine he sent sane mney to  sane relatives there i n  Germmy or 
Austria, I don't know which one of the countries. He got an anster back, 
they thankd him for the mney and they said they took ic to  the priest, 
yau how, give the mney t o  the priest and then they didn't send them 
mre mney. He figured i f  they didn' t  need it for themselves he wasn't 
going to  serd no more. 

Q: I have heard that a l o t  fim M g r a n t s ,  when they cane wer the one 
thing they liked was they didn't  have to go to  church that the priest 
didn ' t bother them. 

I A: It ws l ike  free, you could do what you want, freedan. 

Q: You described that your mother had wrked at  on t h  out, did she 
mrk  when she cane to  America? Did she have a job t:hen? 

B: Not that I know of I remmber her tel l ing about mrking the mine 
picking rock and I ranember her tel l ing about this here refuse, the rock 
4 that's what they picked aut of the coal. That wsn't left on top. 
B a t  w s  a l l  stashed back utdergrourd, l e f t  underground. They didn ' t  
have problew with any of the , . . 

I Q: Ms she an exception or did other mmen also do that? 

I B: Why I guess there m s  others. Yes, I imagine there was others. 

Q: Now when she cane t o  America did she aTer try t o  get a job you know 
of? 
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Q: D i d  your father believe it was better that she didn't  wrk? 

B: Well, she muksd right here, having this three acres of graund they 
worked it by hand. They s o d  the oats and corn and everything and cut 
by hand, stored it and raised a cow and raised s m e  pigs, chickens, 
garden a l l  the time. 

Q: k p t  her busy, didn't  it? 

A: Yes, v,e had quite a b i t  of property here, w had a nice garden and 
c m ,  hogs, chickens. 

Q: Now did your older brother a d  s is ter  that e r e  born in Austria cune 
over w i t h  them? 

Q: They w l d  have been how old when they cane? 

B: Rank wid how more about how old they =re. 

A: I m l d  say about tmlve years old then. 

B: In that neigborhood. 

A: My older brother wmt to the school up here s o m  before he w n t  to  
the mine. See in  those days when you becarne fifteen or sixteen you 
started looking for a job. I think tJnen he ms about sixteen he w n t  to  
the mine. Maybe before, I don't haw. I w m t  in a mine vikn I was 
sixteen. I was going to high school and I seen these other boys like up 
in my age wrk a t  the mine. They m l d  bring hare their pay, you know, 
and had money a d  then I wanted to go wrk too to  have money. I remember 
that my folks told they said, ' W m  te don't want you to  go to  wrk a t  
the mine, w m l d  rather for you to  go to  school but i f  you m n t  to  it 
muld be all  right too. But w m l d  rather for you to  get an an education." 
Like t o  get sane better job, you knm. But I e n t  t o  the mine. 

Q: D i d  your father ever get injured on the job? 

B: Not that I know of.  He never did get hurt seriously or anything, did 
he? 

A: Well, I wuldn' t say no mjo r  injury. I ramnber one time here when 
w fi~ils young he got carered w i t h  sarne coal and he m s  pretty sore in  the 
chest and everything. I m l d n '  t say it was a mjo r  injury, it was just 
one of them things that happened in a mine. 

Q: Did he ever describe his relationship with his fellm mrkers? 

A: He always got along w i t h  a l l  of than. 

Q: Were mst of the fellow wrkexs that he was w i t h  when he f i r s t  cane 
to  these mines i n  Amrica of German descent also? Or Austrian descent? 



Frank bch 8 

A: Well, there was foreigners mostly I tal ian,  German, different nationalities. 

Q: &re they able to  ccmrunicate, did they speak the s a  language? 

B: Yes, they muld make out. 

A:  There ms one story he told about when he mrked wer in Springfield. 
Like here i n  our mines here i n  Taylorville vicinity there wasn't no black 
people mrking over there. That bucket I was tel l ing you about h e r e  
they carried the water, one of than blacks, I think he was a mule driver 
or somethug, he always wanted a drink out of my dad 's bucket. He chewed, 
and w l d n ' t  sp i t  the chew out of his n t h  h he took a drink. That 
tobacco writ down in the water a d  he told him about, he said, &atever 
his nam was, he said, "I don't want you drinking, I can't drink the 
water af ter  you drink out of it, you got that tobacco in your mauth. It 
goes i n  my water, it ruins my water, I don't want you drinking." And 
that guy didn't  pay no attention, he just writ and drank when he f e l t  
l ike  it. Then my dad said he caught him up s c m  place at night and 
jumped on him, you know, and nearly killed him, I guess, I don ' t how. 
( laughter ) 

B: Roughed him up a l i t t l e .  (laughter) 

Q: How about your father's relationship with his bosses, how did that 
go? 

B : As far  as I know, he never had no problans . 
A: I don't think so. 

Q: I just mndered. First of all yau said he cane to  mrk in Springfield, 
what year ms that again? 

B: I muld say 1896. 

Q: 1896, and how long did he mrk in Springfield? 

A: Not very long, because l ike I told you, there m s  bad tims. 

B: He tent  into the service. 

A: He wnt  into the service and used t o  t e l l  us  abaut how the wrk 
conditions =re at that tine. You could k i l l  yourself mrking and you 
couldn' t make but about ninety cents a day. You could just mrk  as hard 
as you could but about ninety a day ms the mst you could make because 
it was non-union. Then la ter  on they had a mine str ike,  it ws the 
beginning of the union, they w r e  trying to  establish a union. A s  soon 
as they van the union, they w n  the strike, and established the union, 
they got a l i t t l e  better wages right away. It wasn't much but I think a 
couple of do1 lars  a day or sanething but the main thing was before the 
Union corne when you sent the coal out they muld just e i g h  what they 
ca l l  the lump coal, you know. Tnis other fine stuff that m n t  on through 
they didn't  pay you for that.  After the Union was established they had 
t o  pay for that too, the small stuff. And that was the main gain he said 
that chey h A  and it helped them. 
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Q: The United Mine Workers really came to  l i f e ,  I guess you'd say, about 
1897-98 there wts a big strike in  there. 

A:  Yes. 

Q: Was your father mrking in  the mine a t  that t i m e  or was he in the 
Spanish-mican Wr? 

A: He knew about the strike and werything because he wuld t e l l  us 
about it. He knows about the Virden Riot out there they had what they 
called the Virden Riot a d  he told us  about it that time. 

Q: What did he say about it? 

A: 'Ihey shot the engineer of the train. They brought non-union or 
outside wrkers in to  mrk the mines I don't how where they c m  from, 
Alabama or suneplace, f r an  some other place. Then they =re shooting and 
they killed the engineer on the train. I remember: him telling that, 

Q: bhat was the reaction of the miners in  the area that he mrked toward 
that Virden r io t?  Were they angry a t  the m a g m t ?  

A: You mean a t  that time? 

A: I imagine they was ht I w l d n ' t  how too nrmch. Right over here i n  
Pam, they had that rnine strike too a t  that tim and they had outsiders 
they m l d  bring than in  . . . 
Q: Yes, they had a lo t  of blacks cane in, I guess, a l o t  of the blacks 
got killed caning up out of the mine . . . 
A: Yes. 

Q: Sune of than got shot a t  while they E r e  caning out in the train,  

A: Yes, they m l d  shoot their houses and everything, 

Q: Yes .  

B: It was a rough time right about then. 

Q: I m l d  like to  ask you now about your l i f e  atl hare when you =re a 
child. How many rooms did you have in  this house a t  that time? 

A: It m s  only about three rooms tasn't it? 

B: kll , t w  rooms and a basement. 

A: Yes, later w hilt s a m  m r e  on. 

B: %re ms three rooms . . . 
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A : I can show you pictures of the house. 

Q: Frank, you Ere born i n  what year again? 

A: I was born in 1908. 

Q: In 1908, so tha t  was just  a year after yuur m ~ e r  had arrived back 
i n  the United States. 

A: 1907 my mother cane, Before my mother c m  and my dad bu i l t  th i s  
house, he lived i n  the barn back here. He bu i l t  a barn and he lived i n  
the  barn un t i l  he bu i l t  this house before my mother come. But before he 
hilt it he lived in  the barn. 

Q: He had a fascinating life the things he m s  able t o  accanplish, 
bringiqg your f d l y  over, D i d  anyone else besides your parents and 
brothers l ive  in this house and your sister, a t  that  t h e ,  &en you E r e  
born or your early years? Rank? 

A: You mean sanebady else? 

Q: Yes, l ike any other relat ives or lodgers or anyone? 

A: No, there wasn't no roan, e had a l l  w could do to ra i se  t.he family 
here. 

Q: How did the housework go? Who made or mdd the family's clothes? 

A: I remanber my mther  cleaning the house an3 yau didn't have carpets 
l ike  you got now and everything lik that  you see these d e m  houses, it 
was just the bare floor.  They might have throm a few rugs out or s-thing. 
Every wsek she'd get the lxlcket w i t h  soap and scrub the floor with the 
scrubber. I can smell that soap and everything yet,  but she kept it 
clean she kept the house clean. 

Q: D i d  you have a certain chore that you had t o  do? 

A: No, nothing special. My dad m l d  t e l l  us t o  do certain things, but 
E didn't  have anything special w had t o  do. 

Q: k r e  there any clothes that  E r e  baught new or second hand i n  yaur 
family? 

A :  Well, w e  didn ' t  have rmch clothes. I know h e n  w wntl t o  school e 
put on a pair of clean over-alls, mst of rhe kids mre uver-alls, and 
then h e n  yau cane home £ran school you plt on another pair  of wer-alls 
that m s  older or patched up or sumthing t o  play in. Then you put the 
same ones back on the next day, the clean ones you put back on the next 
day t o  go t o  school. We didn ' t  have clothes l ike  e do today. 

Q: b w  did you manage with the e s h i n g  and bathing? 

A: The old fashioned way, you took a bath in a galvanized tub, In 
s m r t h e ,  I ranather, in the mowning w muld pump the tub f u l l  of 
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water and l e t  it s i t  in the sun a d  in  the evening you wuld junp i n  the 
tub and took a bath. In the wintertime of course yau m l d  have to  heat 
the water on the stwe. But with the washing, my mother done a l l  washing, 
I remanber on the scrub board. They had a scrub board and soap and she 
done all the washing in the tubs. 

Q: D i d  your sister help her? 

A: My sister didn't stay araund too long because she got married soon 
after she c m  here. She wasn't here too m h .  

Q: What did you usual.1~ eat, what kind of foods? 

A: Inside the house here t n ~  had what they call  a heating s twe and then 
for the cooking m had a range. 

B : He askd what w eat. 

Q: %at kind of foods did you eat? 

B: h t  kind of food did w eat? 

Q: Did you b e  ethnic foods fran back in  Austria that you ate mst ly? 

A: We had a lot  of food that the recipies care from Austria. It was 
simple food that is one thing I can say, A s  many hard times as w wnt 
throu& in  our l i f e  tine e =re never hungry, I can't say that w were 
ever hungry. Lk had food t o  eat, it might have been simple. I remember 
my Mother muld make some k i d  of c o r m a l  mush. Get the corn meal and 
mix potatoes with it and plt some bacon on top of it, that was a m e a l ,  it 
filled you up. You could do a days mrk when you ate that, it msn ' t bad, 
But w almys had milk fran the cow, and chickens, hogs. We h t c h e r d  in 
the wintertb, had mat £ran the hogs. bk didn't starve. k t  there was 
other poorer people than us and I w i l l  tell you they starved. I got a 
magazine here i f  I can firad it. There ms an article here in. . . 
B: I was going t o  say about the folks raising hogs and that they 
butchered them. We had our o m  mat and they w l d  make their om sausage 
here and everything. They muld grind it up by hand. 

Q: D i d  you boys help to  do that? 

B: No, I never did get in on it lmt I rananber the folks wrking, they 
butchered a hog and had it hanging up and everything. I r d e r  watching 
them work on it but I don't think I have done m h  on that. 

Q: So you didn't have certain tasks that you had to do when you e r e  
YW? 

B: Not really. 

Q: Were you boys allowd t o  pretty much go out and play and do d m t  yau 
Mantad? 














































