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Preface 

This manuscript is  the  product of tape recorded interviews conducted by 
Susan Werler for the Oral History Office during the f a l l  of 1979. Linda 
Jett transcribed the tapes and editad the transcript. Mrs. Beyer 
reviewed the transcript. 

Dorothy H. Wolf Beyer was born in  Garnett, Kansas i n  1898. Her family 
was wll-to-do, her father being the o m r  of a small tom bank. A s  a 
family they took advantage of cultural and educational events. Dorothy 
traveled both as a child and adult, attending a number of universities as 
a young adult. She graduated in  1921. 

As a young vmm she m s  anxious t o  mrk and so began one of the f i r s t  
nursery schools for children in Chicago. This was a t  a tim when both 
nursery schools d mmn mrking away from the h m  WE not socially 
accepted. Her l i f e  i s  a good portrait of a m a n  trying to break away 
from restrictive roles. 

She now lives in Hyde Park and has resided in that history rich neighborhood 
since the 1920s. She has wrked a t  the M~~seum of Science and Industry 
for wer  twenty-five years in  a variety of capacities. She has been a 
h e r  of the Christian Science Chrch, one of the few religions founded 
by a a n a n .  Her f i r s t  rnarriage was to a mn d o  fought for teachers 
rights against the Board of Fducation i n  -ago, while he also lobbied 
i n  Illinois for education bi l ls .  In her later years she traveled extensively, 
making her f i r s t  around the mrld t r ip  in  1963. 

A l l  in a l l  her l i f e  is rich w i t h  variety and unusual experiences. She 
was active as well as resilient: in  the face of m y  changes in her l i fe .  
Hope£ully her wll-earned humor w i l l  shine through these pages, as w d l  
as the challenges she met.  

Readers of the oral history rrrrmir should bear in mind that it i s  a 
transcript of the spoken w r d ,  and that the interviewr, narrator and 
editor sought t o  preserve the informal, conversational style that i s  
inherent in  such historical sources. Sangmn State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the m i r ,  nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It my not be 
reproduced i n  whole or in  part by any means, electronic or mhanical ,  
witbut  permission in  writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, I l l inois,  62708. 



Dorothy Wolf Beyer, Qzicago, I l l inois ,  October 1979. 

Susan k r l e x ,  Interviewr. 

Q: There's a l o t  I 'd  like to  ask you. I know quite a b i t  about your 
l i f e  but there's a lo t  of stories I think that you've never told me so 
I 'd  like tohearwhatyouhsnre to  say. I thinkwe'l l  start off onyour 
early l i fe .  I just wndered about yous: family tree, your father and your 
mther , whom their parents w r e ,  *at was their background. 

A: Well, my father wts George W i l l i a m  h l e y .  Later he changed that; 
William to Warder. He didn't  l ike  William for som reason so he changed 
it to  Warder, W-A-R-D-E-R. And he was born near Crane Creek i n  I l l inois 
near Havana, wax Havana, I l l inois.  And he had one brother Robert. I 
think there wxe three or £cur years difference betwen them. His father 
was a man dm had been i n  the war and had d e r e d  up to  Illinois, to  
Lkrandfather Neville's farm a d  m s  taken on as a farm hand. And Wlissa 
Neville fell in love w i t h  hh. 

Q: This ms the Civil k r ?  

A: And his rime ws W e y .  And he came t i o m  Kentucky. My father 
always said i f  you'd look behind some stump down i n  Kentucky you'd find 
out a b u t  the Hunleys. Anyway Melissa mrid him and she was the mther 
of George. His name, I can't think of his nam n o w - h l e y .  So he 
wasn ' t in very g o d  health after  the war. And he passed on *en the boys 
=re quite young. And the grandparents Neville, they continued to  have 
this farm. And I remember Grandnaother Neville, she ws my great grambother. 
And Ann Neville and there ' s £rench ancestry there, Ann Neville was a 
French mnan that  figures in history m. 

Q: b ' s  Ann Neville? 

A: I don't ranember. 'Ihat ms a Erench mmn. And great grandmther 
Neville ms nand after her, Ann Neville. And there was J o h  Neville 
h' s a very intelligent person. My father' s , &at m d d  that be, uncle. 
Uncle John Neville, I remanber him. Well, anyway my father and his  
brother =re born on this l i t t l e  Crane Creek. And I don't h o w  what 
theix financial situation was. When my father was about sixteen he drove 
a mgon and tw horses from Ill inois t o  Kansas w i t h  a l o t  of the household 
gods  and an old mahogany chest that I had for a long tim. And they 
w e d  to Kansas because this Ihunley's brother lived there. Wny he roved 
there I don't how. So Grandmther lbnley and Ebb, Robert, c m  on the 
t rain.  And they established t h e e l v e s  i n  Garnett, Kansas. And Graradmother 
Ib;mley had a pension £rm the gavernment because of her husband's part i n  
the Civil W a r .  A l l  the widows did and there =re a lo t  of widows then. 
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Q: Do you have any idea how much that muld have been? 

A: Well it wasn't very mch now but sme way they got along. Because my 
father =nt to  Kansas City to business school for a while. The boys grew 
up and Robert began to be interested in  a clothing store. He was a clerk 
there. And he married I d a ,  I forget her name. Aunt Lola. And my 
father didn' t awry  unt i l  he was about thir ty.  And he married Jane 
Norris, Jenny Belle Norris was what she was called then. 

Q: Haw did they meet? 

A: Well, they lived in the saae town and they e r e  Baptists and they 
both sang in the choir. I think that ms it. She writ t o  Ottawa, Kansas 
with her brother FJho was in  the university there and kept house for him 
atxi took G e m .  And she thou&t about becoming a missionary and going 
t o  Afkica. 

Q: Oh, really. 

A: So I have le t te r s  where she was tel l ing him that she couldn't: marry 
him because she was going t o  be a missionary. And he wrote back and 
persuaded her not to. 

Q: So she never was. 

A: Fb , she never was. She never w n t  . I 've got those le t ters .  

Q: Do you? I 'd l ike to  look a t  those. 

A: So they were married and he was about th i r ty  and she was about m n t y .  
Let's see. And then I ws their f i r s t  child. And they had three other 
children that didn't  live. k e  came prmaturely, the other tm--one was 
what they called a blue baby and those babies always rent. And so ten 
years after  I was born there was my brother B i l l .  J4is mne was Ray 
Willard lbnley. 

Q: So he muld have been the f i f t h  child? 

A: Yes. And he lived. Now where shall I go f rom there? That's quite a 
b i t  of background. 

Q: Y e s .  'Ihat ' s interesting. I wanted t o  how m r e  about Crane Creek. 

A: Well, I just remaher stories abuut Crane Creek. My father said it 
was a dismal l i f e  they lived there until he ~ k l s  sixteen. lhat his  mther 
m l d  sit  on the porch and sing nmrnful songs. And the whippoorwills 
would cry in the swamp. And the hoot owls wuld  man. And he said his 
mmry of it wts terrible. And he was shy. Now Robert was kind of a 
bold boy so that i f  anybody came to their hate Robert showd off .  IZe 
stood on his head and did a few tricks. And George, my father who was 
the shy one, he used t o  get behind t k  door and muldn't caw out and 
m e t  any visi tors that stopped in. Melissa, q gandmther, mrried a 
second time and w n t  back to Havana, I l l inois.  She married an old friend 
and they l i v d  i n  Havana. Ard e all went to  v i s i t  them when I was about 
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five years old. Bob and Lola and my mother Jane. And she changed her 
name from Jenny Belle to  Jane by that timt;. And Jane and George and 
myself mnt  to  Hauana. And I think e spent a wek visi t ing thm. 

Q: How did you get there? 

A: Wnt t o  the train. And I don't remember rmch about that t r i p .  I 
Lhink I was pretty young. 

Q: Do you h o w  why she changed her nanae £rom Jenny Belle t o  Jane? 

A: Because Jenny Belle a t  that tirne was too m h  of a l i t t l e  g i r l ' s  
name, nichane. And she thought Jane sounded better. 

Q: So you =re five when you mt on that t r ip ,  so your brother wasn't 
born? 

A: k, he wasn't born. And about that time I was sent t o  kindergarten. 
Down in the next block a t  Mary Linsey 's kindergarten. We mt in her 
house and her yard. Wlt I didn't want  to go exactly. They had to urge 
ICE a lot .  And the rninute kindergarten was aver, I ran horn. And they 
f o d  out and I found out la ter  that my notivation for getting bane was 
that I was afraid I'd miss something. My father came h a  a t  11:30 and 
he and mther a te  dinner together. And there was always a good dinner 
for roe when I got hame but I had missed his hmoming. And I realized 
that was kind of a situation with rru; a l l  my l i f e .  Tnat I better k r y  up 
or I was going to  miss somthing. That caused IIE to  do quite a few 
things. 

Q: So you l i k d  t o  be there then you had the min ma1 a t  lunchtime, 
11:30 he'd COKE home? 

A: He'd came home a t  11:30. And they had dinner then, supper a t  night. 
And he'd eat a good dinner and then he'd l i e  dom on the couch not the 
davenport but the couch and take a l i t t l e  nap and go back to mrk. 

Q: When m l d  he go back to  mrk,  like an hour? 

A: Well, about an hour. He'd be back by 1 : 00. He probably took an hour 
ard a half.  

Q: Do you rgoember h t  you ate? 

A :  NJ, I don't a t  that the. I know ws used to  have masM potatoes and 
pork chops and steak and chicken and kesh vegetables whenever VE could. 
We had god  ma l s  and often had pie .  

Q: Oh, often had pie. What kind of pie? 

A: Apple and cherry. 

Q: Did yuur mther do the coo*? 
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A: Pbst of the the. But she began having help. 'Ihere =re a lot of 
colored wmm in the tom who did help, who cam to the house, didn't 
live in  as a maid but came in the mrning . Maybe got breakfast and 
dinner and then did a l i t t l e  cooking left over for supper. And they mntl 
along about 2 or 3 i n  the afternoon. 

Q: How old w r e  you do you think *en you f i r s t  had help? 

A: kll I was six *en e w e d  k a m  my f i r s t  home next door to the 
Baptist church under the apple tree. A house with a porch, a big porch 
and a l l  one story. We m e d  to a block away to a house that was built by 
an E n g l i s h .  It had tm stories. It had a pivot hedge around, an iron 
fence, and electric lights. And I spent the f i r s t  day when I arrived 
there mrming around over the house turning on lights. And so I told my 
friends a t  school the next day and some of them came ~ O K E  with ITE and e 
a l l  spent the tim after school tu rn ing  on the lights. 

Q: 'Ihat was something very new to you. 

A: Absolutely new. We had gas lights in the other house and I can 
remember &en they wre put in. So they R r e  new too. We had lamps 
before then. 

Q: Kerosene lamps? 

A: Kerosene lamps. ht this electricity, now w e  didn't have any lamps 
that I remember. We had hanging f r o m  the ceiling, fixtures, kind of 
fancy ones. 

Q: Were you one of the f i r s t  houses that had electricity in the tom, in 
Garnett? 

A: Well I expect VE =re one of the f i r s t  few. I don't retmnber that. 
I how my Eriends e r e  just as interested in turning the lights on as I 
was. 

Q: So yau Ere six years old *en you w e d  into that house? 

A: I stayed there until I ws married and had tm children by the tirrre 
my mther w e d  away. She sold the house and w e d  in with my brother. 

Q: So you lived in that house . . . 
A: For a long time. And I w n t  back to it after I wasmarried and 
visited it and the children laved it. It was a big house. Had a big 
porch, t m  l i t t le upstairs porches, a big back porch and a cyclone cellar. 

Q: Cyclone cellar. 

A: Had a big barn that m s  being r d e l l e d  into a garage. And it was a 
pleasant house. And it was tom down. People e r e  a l l o d  to came and 
take &at they wanted out. Qi.te a few things like the banisters in the 
front hall  a d  such w s  as that had been brought frm England. 
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Q: Oh really. The banisters had been brought fran England. By the man 
who buil t  the house. 

A: He built a house right across the street fxom it. He was this Englishman, 
John Mason. And my father, he couldn't stand a l l  that shrubbery and 
hedge and fence around there. He wmted a nice lawn. So he sold the 
hedge, the pivot hedge and the fence back to Mr. Mason. And they w e d  
that hedge plant by plant. And it just grew and ms a lwely sight over 
across the street. But my father . . . 
Q: Didn't lik it. 

A: He liked lams. Big nice lams. 

Q: It was a stone house, wasn't it? 

A: No. It: was a wden house. Both of them rere moden. But the 
porch, he plt a new porch on it and it was stone. It w n t  across the 
Eront and dom both sides hallway. And the sides didn't  have any top, 
any roof uver them. It was quite an unusual porch but IR loved it. 

Q: *re there stained glass windows in the hause? 

A: There =re, yes. In the dining roam so that the sun, every morning 
the sun -1d shine, COKE up in  the east it m l d  make rainbcrws a l l  over 
the dining table. 

Q: Oh, really. How nice. 

A: And then the doors & the hall window e r e  made out of red glass. 

Q: R d  glass. 

A: My father soon changed that. He didn't l ike that. He wasn't for 
unusual things like that. 

Q: W z t  you had an unusual porch at  that tirne? 

A: Y e s ,  it was a big porch and he liked to sit on it in the evenings. 
Nice evenings he muld sit out on the end that had no cwer aver it. And 
the covered part was along the front of the house a d  had t h e  swing and 
moden chairs and t m  big urns of plants. 

Q: WZlat k i d  of plants? Fems or don't remrhr? 

A: I don't h o w .  

Q: Did your neighbors hiwe porches also? 

A: Yes, they had porches. We'd cal l  back and forth. 

Q: & you muld. 
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A: Catty comer £ran our house was a house that George Patton lived in. 
And he and my father =re experts on predicting the wather. And i f  it 
looked s~ormy in the evening George wuld come out to  his  comer and my 
father ~ l d  walk out to  his and they'd ca l l  back, 'Well, George, how 
does it look to you?" 'Well, George, it looks like m have some rain 
maybe." Their rims E r e  both George. And they had a good time trading 
l i t t l e  news across. I don't rgnember that they visited i n  each other's 
h m s .  I don't think George Patton was ever across the street  in our 
home. Ben right straight across was the Carrys and they had a long 
porch. A d  in the evening everybody was out on the porches. A d  the 
children played out i n  the yards and ran across the street  to  each other's 
h m .  And then it began to  get dark and they began to  get called in. 

Q: How large a town was Garnett? 

A: About three thousand. It was a real little town. And it had no 
sewrs and no pavarmts unti l  I was about ten years old. About the tirrre 
my brother was born, the -r that w got the music box and he was born 
i n  k tober ,  they put i n  the semr system. They had the streets a l l  tom 
UP 

Q: So i f  there was no sewer system before, you had a house out back? 

A: Yes. Everybody had a l i t t l e  house. 

Q: b h a t  year about wuld that have been? 

A: It was about 1910. He was born i n  1910. 

Q: And you say there ws no paved streets? It was d i r t .  

A: No. It was just d i r t .  And i n  the sunsner it was awfully dusty. The 
horses wuld go by. So after  the sewxs wnt in  they paved the streets. 
Oh, w really f e l t  it was a wnderful thing. I was so excited about it 
because I fe l t  like I lived in  the ci ty.  And vie had chautauqua there 
every sum~r. Atxi about that time when the streets E r e  paved R had 
about s ix  automobiles in the town. me doctor had one and the dealer had 
one and so on. And I 'd run hame Erm chautauqua 4 sit  on the Eront 
steps and watch the six cars go by. And I developed a great love for 
c i t ies .  I 've always, frw the time I l e f t  horrr; unti l  the present, I 've 
lived in  c i t ies .  Qlicago mst ly .  

Q: Very interesting. You =re saying you've always lived in c i t i es .  So 
Garnett was very different than a big c i ty  l ike CJnicago. 

A: Yes. Occasionally as I lived there in Garnett unti l  I was a junior 
in high school, w went to  Kansas City. And FR took one t r i p  t o  California. 
And my father liked to  t rme l  and that ws quite a b i t  of traveling for 
that tine. But w had these excursions to  Kansas City and stayed a t  the 
hotel and i en t  to  the theater. He was good a t  sight-seeing. bk wnt 
araund and saw. But there ms one thing I wanted to  say that then I 
think of my time there, those f i r s t  sixteen years, it was a very happy 
rich life. The only fly i n  the o i n m n t  was that my father was very 
s t r i c t .  And there =re lots  of things that I wanted to  do that he didn't 
want me to  do. 
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A: Especially showing any interest in  the boys. And he was very s t r i c t  
about that and didn't want me to have dates. k t  I did. He didn't 
absolutely hrb id  a l l  social activit ies but he didn't l i k e  it. And also 
a t  that time, during that time w got our f i r s t  car. I think that was 
about when I was fourteen. I learned to  drive it. And he l e t  me 
drive and have the car quite a b i t  except he was very s t r i c t  that I 
didn't get it full of boys. If he'd just have known I didn't  have any 
tendemies that way, any unnatural tendency. I usually had a g i r l  friend 
i f  I took anybody. And I tookmy g r h t h e r  cpite often because she 
enjoyed riding so. She sat  in the back seat and didn't  how a thing 
about cars. She didn'r tell E h t  to do and h a t  not to  do. So I 
enjoyed takmg her. There's one thing I didn't  say. It's about my 
mther. She was one of three children born to  Hannah Norris and William, 
I think his nam was William. He m s  a grandfather in the Civil War. 
And they had these three children. Nathan, Jenny Belle and Ida. But Ida 
didn't l ive but about a wek or t w  . And the father didn't. Grandmther 
married again. She ws married in  a l l  twlve years to  tw husbands on 
account of the Civil Wax. They mt away to war and they came back 
disabled and died early. And so she was a seamstress. She could sew 
beautifully. And she got a wagon and tm horses and a sewing michine, 
one of the f i r s t  sewing nuchines in the caunty. And she'd go around and 
stay a wek at same hone and make clothes for them. 

Q: She stayed in their hare . 
A: She rea l ly  designed sow beautiful dresses my mother said. And her 
mother was Betsy Hannah Hiatt. Her mther was Betsy Hiatt and she was an 
herb doctor. Sne boiled up herbs and w s  very successful a t  helping 
people sorreths w i t h  aches and pains. 

A: No, I don't know anything. 

Q: Did you tale any of her d i c i n e ?  

A: No, I nwer saw her either. 

Q: &, you nwer rnet her. 

A: And I just heard about Betsy. 

Q: Now this was in d m t  county? 

A: Anderson County. They lived in kind of the country. 

Q: This was in  Kansas also? 

A: Yes. And I r m b e r  going w i t h  my mother after I was gone, after  I 
was -rid out to  a place called Trading Post to look up my grandfather ' s 
burial, grwe. And they didn't find it. They found a few graves but 
there =re no markers. They were m s t l y  Civil FJaY veterans who had lived 
































































































































































































































