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Tl i  is' ninnuscri1)l: i s  a corn1)l c Cc t r a n s c r  i p t i o n  ol" a  t < i l , r b  rc~c:nrt l r~t l  
'interview c o l ~ d u c t e d  S e p t c i n b c r  13,  ,1978 by iloracc (4.  Wa1;gonc.r [or 
t h e  Oral H i s t o r y  O f f i c c .  T h i s  i s  one of a s c r i c s  o f  i n t c r v i c w s  
conducted i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Old  Shawncctown Bank P r o j  cc t . 
Memories of a Uanlc, a n  o r a l  l i i s t o r y  and documentary inven to ry  ;it: - 
Old Shawnectown was p u b l i s h e d  i n  1979 by t h e  O r a l  H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  
Sanganion S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  Linda J e t t  t r a n s c r i b e d  t h e  t a p e  and 
Horace Waggoner e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

D r .  Benne t t  w a s  born  n e a r  McLeansboro i n  Hamil ton,  County, I l l i n o i s ,  
on October  1 2 ,  1886. He moved t o  Slmmeetown i n  1916.  H i s  primary 
memories of  t h e  bank a r e  a s  a co~nrnunity businessman and customer o f  
the bank. 

Readers  of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir shou ld  b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  spoken word, and tha t  the i .nterviewer,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sough t  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n f o r m a l ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
i n h e r e n t  i n  such h i . s t o r i c a 1  s o u r c e s .  Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  n o t  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy  of the  memoir, no r  f o r  views 
expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  are f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  judge.  

The manuscr ip t  may be r e a d ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  I t  may riot be 
reproduced 'in whole o r  i n  p a r t  by  any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechan ica l ,  
w i t h o u t  permiss io i l  i n  w r i t i n g  f rnm t h e  Oral. H i s t o r y  Off i c e ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  l l l i n o i s ,  62708.  
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D r .  Bas i l  Ucnne t t ,  September 13, 1 9 7 8 ,  Shawncctown, L l l i n o i s .  

Horace Q. Waggoner, I n t c r v i e w c r .  

Q.  Okay. I ' l l  s t a r t  o f f  wiLh a couple  of q u e s t i o n s  and w e ' l l  j u s t  go 
wherever i t  l e a d s  us .  

A .  Well, l e t  m e  g e t  t h e s e  a d j u s t e d .  (works w i t h  h e a r i n g  a i d s )  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

A.  The  only  t h i n g  t h e y ' r e  good f o r  i s  t o  turn my w i L c !  o C L .  

Q. Oh, is  t h a t  ( laughs)-- I  see .  Yes, s i r .  

A. You ' re  n o t  on record  t h e r e ,  a r e  you? 

Q ,  Yes, s i r .  I t ' s  on t h e r e .  Yes,  s i r .  Wtlere were you born ,  s i r ?  

A ,  I n  Hamilton County. 

Q.  Hamilton County, I l l i n o i s ?  

A. Y e s .  Out w e s t  of McLeansboro about  s i x  m i l e s .  

Q. I s e e .  And when were you b o r n ,  sir? 

A. Well, I was b o r n  October  1 2 ,  1886. 

Q.  1 see. Yes, s i r .  When d i d  you come t o  t h e  Shawneetown area? 

A. 1916.  

Q .  I s e e .  Down t o  O l d  Shawneetown a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Yes. Y e s .  

9 .  And what were you engaged i n  a t  t h a t  r ime?  

A. I was a ve te r ina ry  surgeon.  

Q .  V e t e r i n a r y  surgeon.  

A. Yea. 
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Q. And you set up busi.110sb: C I O W I I  11hcrc . . . 
A. Yes. 

Q. . . . and where was your  o f f i c e  loca ted?  

A. In the  livery s tab le .  

Q. Was t h i s  in qonncc t ion  w i t h  Mr. Oldham? 

A. I d e l l ,  l a t e r  i t  was. Later ,  we were p a r t n e r s .  A f e l l o w  by the name 
of P o ~ t s ,  Oscar  P o t t s ,  had t h e  l i v e r y  s t a b l e .  

Q. How Ear was t h a t  from the bank? 

A. Well. Here ' s  r o u t e  13. (draws two l i n e s  on a piece o f  p a p e r  t o  
i n d i c a t e  Route 1 3  extending eas tward  and t e r m i n a t i n g  a t  Plain S t r e e t )  
Here's t h e  bank. (Draws a s q u a r e  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of Route 1 3  a t  i t s  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  Main S t r e e t )  And h e r e ' s  the  l i v e r y  s t a b l e .  ( D r a w s  n 
l i n e  across Route 13  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  s t r e e t  behind t h e  hank. P l a c e s  n 
s q u a r e  t o  i n d i c a t e  the s t a b l e  i s  l o c a t e d  sou thwes t  of t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n )  
There 's  a l o t  between t h e r e  and t h e  Route 13 and  t h e  l i v e r y  s t a b l e .  

Q. 1 see .  The old Poscy Uui ld ing  was r i g h t  h e r e  on  t h e  curr ier ,  was i t ?  
( i n d i c a t e s  t h e  a r e a  d i r e c t l y  s o u t h  across Route 13  from t h e  bank) 

A. Yes. Only we were  on t h e  o c h e r  s t r e e t .  S t r e e t  w a s  r u n n i n g  n o r t h  
and sou th .  

Q, Okay. When d i d  you f i r s t  e n t e r  t h e  bank? 

A. .Well, I d o n ' t  know. I g u e s s  t h a t  same y e a r ,  I iruagine I d i d .  

Q. Was t h e r e  anyone l i v i n g  i n  t h e  bank a t  t h a t  timc? 

A. Yes. 

(1. Who was t h a t ?  

A. 1: don't: remember. I b e l i e v e  i t :  was PIcKel l igot ts .  I'm n o t  s u r e  now. 
I d o n ' t  know. 

Q.  Do you remember any peop le  t h a t  were i n  t h c  hank  at t h a t  timc? The 
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  bank or . . . 
A. No. Well, u n l e s s  i t  was t h e  McKel l igor t s  and Bess O l l i n g e r  were . . . 
Now, I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Now, i f  t h e y  were ,  i f  thar's r i g h t ,  i t  
wasn't: t h e  p r e s e n t  bank. It was t h e  S t a t e  Bank. 
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Dr. Bas i l  B e n n e t t  3 

. Ant1 L C  was on down tlie s t r c u c  a litrtlc! 1 ) L t  Sroni t h c  b l i ;  bnrtk wi 1-11 

t h e  p i l l a r s  on i t .  

A. Well, i t  was i n  there and t h e n  t h e y  changed b u i l d i n g s .  

Q. So t h e  M c K e l l i ~ o t t x  were doing  banking b u s i n c s s  i n  t h e  . . . 
A. Now, t h a t ' s  my reco l l ec t ion ,  as  f a r  as I can  remember. 

Q. I see. Yes, sir. 

A. Now, I don ' t  know when they  made change b u t  t h e n ,  you s e e ,  t h ~ t  bank 
w a s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Bank and the o the r  bank was a S t a t e  Uank. Now, I: 
pe r sona l ly  d i d  b u s i n c s s  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Uank. 

Q. Witlh the N a t i o n a l  Rank. 

A. Yes. What l i t t l e  b u s i n e s s  I had. I d i d n ' t  have much. ( l a u g h s )  

Q. Yes, sir .  Well! ( l a u g h t e r )  S i n c e  you d i d  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  t h e  b a n k ,  
do you r e c a l l  what t h e  lobby looked  l i k e ?  Could  you d e s c r i b e  t h e  l o b b y ?  

A. (pause )  Well ,  i t  was j u s t  k ind  of a c i r c l e ,  like t h a t .  ( i n d i c a t c s  
concave shape)  I t h i n k  t h e y  had two windows o r  t h r e e ,  where you  went 
up t o  make your  d e p o s i t s  o r  wi thdrawal s .  And i t  was a k ind  of  a . . . 
Q. Curved, k ind o f .  

A. Yes, as 1 renicmber i t  now. Now, I don ' t - - the  b u i l d i n g  w a s n ' t  
cu rved ,  b u t  seemed like t h e  . . . 
Q 

A 

Q. 
t h e  

A. 

Q 

A. 

Q 
w a s  

A. 

Counter  i t s e l f  w a s  curved.  

Counter ,  yes .  

I see .  On t h e  r i g h t  hand side--As you s t e p p e d  i n  t h e  main door ,  a n  
r igh t -hand  s i d e ,  d i d  t h e  c o u n t e r  go a l l  the w a y . t o  t h e  w a l l  t h e r e ?  

I don ' t  remember. 

You d o n ' t  retncmber t h a t .  And on t h e  l c f  t ,  do you rccall. t h a t ?  

No. No. 

Do you r c c a l l  a n y t h i n g  about :  t h e  c o n s t r u c L i o n  oE t h e  c o u n t e r ?  Idhat 
t h e  t o p  made o f ,  f o r  example? Was i t  wood? 

Well, seems t o  m e  l i k e  i r  was metal. 
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Q. Mecal? 

h. Yce. Wire, or so~ncLlrin$! l i k e  tha t .  

Q. I s e e .  Did  t h e y  have b a r s  the re  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  t c l l e r s ?  

A. Yes. I t h i n k  so .  No, n o t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  tellers b u t  . . . 
Q. On e i t h e r  s i d e .  

A. On e i t h e r  s i d e ,  yes. 

Q. And above,  I guess .  

A. I don ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you remember any c h a i r s  i n  £ r o n t , o f  t h e  c o u n t e r ?  Could you s i t  
dawn t h e r e  any p l a c e ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Ilow about  t h e  v a u l t  itself? Do you recal l  any th ing  about t h e  v a u l t ?  
What it looked l i k e ?  

A. Well, you cou ld  see i t .  T h e  d o o r  t h a t  opened i n t o  it back t h e r e .  

Q. Square  doo r s ,  I guess ,  that you opened? 

A. Yes. Regu la r  open d o o r s ,  as I remember. i t .  

Q, What: c o l o r  were  they?  Llo you remember? 

A. No, I don ' t .  But: I b e l i e v e  t h e y  were g r e y  o r  l e a d  c o l o r .  But: I ' m  
not s u r e .  

Q. You t h i n k  t h e y  were  m e t a l  o r  were  hey wooden d o o r s ?  

A. No, I t h i n k  t h e y  were rnctal. 

Q. Meta l  d o o r s ,  On . . . 
A. Now,  what the--Excuse me .  Car l  I: ask a q u e s t i o n ?  

Q. O h ,  y e s ,  s i r .  Yes, sir .  

A. How d i d  that: d e s c r i p t i o n  f t t  with t h e  o r h e r  peup le  t h a t  s a i d  i t ?  

Q. Okay. It  appears  t h a t  t he  v a u l t  had ouLer d o o r s ,  square o u r e r  d o o r s ,  
as you have d e s c r i b e d .  Then, i n s i d e  t h o s e  d o o r s ,  t h e r e  w a s  a n o t h c r  door  
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A. Ycs. A lirrlc round safc .  

. Yes, sir.  And t h a t ' s  tlic one down I n  tlic llarnlnn s t o r c ,  clown hcrc 
now. So d o e s  that: f i t  with what you rcmcmbcr? 

A. A s  I remember i t ,  yes .  

Q. Do you r eca l l ,  above t h e  d o o r s  of  rhe v a u l t  t h e r e ,  was rhcre a rnantlc 
of any s o r t ?  

A. Don' t  remember. 

Q. Okay. How a b o u t  t h e  w a l l s  of  t h a t  l abby?  Do you r e c a l l  whether  
t h e y  were p a i n t e d  o r  w a l l p a p e r e d  o r  . . . 
A. No. No. 

Q. Were there any d r a p e s  a t  t h e  windows? 

A. Don't know, ~on't know. ~on't remember. 

Q. The f l o o r ,  do you remcrnber what t y p e  f l o o r  they  had a t  t h a t  time? 

A. (pause) No, seemed l i k e  t h a t  they  were s tone  o r ,  you know--I'm n o t  
s u r e .  

Q. T i l e ,  maybe? 

A. I don't  know. Tile o r  s t o n e ,  yes .  

Q.> On the  left of t h i s  c o u n t e r ,  which you s a y  w a s  a l i t t l e  h i t  curved 
around,  on t h e  l e f t  cou ld  you go back th rough  a door  t o  a n  o f f i c e  o r  t o  
a room behind t h e  lobby?  

A. (pause )  On t h e  l e f t - h a n d  s ide?  

Q. Yes, s i r ,  as you catuc i n  the f r o n t  d o o r ,  on t h e  left-hancl  s i d e ,  c o u l d  
you go back? 

A,  Well, t h e r e  w a s  a room back  t h c r c ,  w a y  t o  the back, b u t  I f o r g e t  
which--I  d o n ' t  know whether  i t  w a s  on t h e  r i g h t  o r  tlle l e f t .  I don' t 
remember. 

Q. On t h e  r i g h t ,  you cou ld  go C1-lrough a door  i n t o  a m a l l  room, l)o you 
recal l  t h a t  small room on t h e  r i g h t  as you come in? 
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A. Well,  i t  was onc o r  ~ l l c  oCIwr. Yes. Yc:;. 

Well., thc one 0 1 1  tlic! Left I;r)ct; I ~ n c k  a r o u ~ ~ t l  l ) c : l ~ I . t ~ r l .  'I'licn o n e  011 t11c 

r i g h t :  goes r i g h t  out-as  a rnat tcr  o f  f a c t ,  t h e r e ' s  a door  e n t r y  t o  i t  
on the f r o n t  o f  t h e  h u i l t l i n g .  110 y o u  rcmembcr t h a t  door?  hiotllrr 
large door t o  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  b i g  d o o r s  you went i n ,  in t h e  center?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you v i s u a l i z e  t h a t  small room t h e r e  t o  t h e  r i l ; h t ?  

A. No. 

Q. Okay. So you couldn ' t :  s a y  whether  you remember anyone s i t t i n g  i n  
t h e r e  o r  n o t ?  

A. No. No. 

Q. Can you i d ( - . n r i f y  a n y  of t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  might have b c e u  b e h i n d  t h a t  
counter ,  any of  t h e  t e l l e r s ,  o r  c a s h i e r s ,  o r  anyone tllat might h a w  been  
there a t  the t ime?  

A. Well. Edward F r o e l i c h  . . . and L o u i s  Goctzman . . . a n d  C a r r o l l  
Gnetzman . . . and K3x G a l t .  (pause)  

Q. Now, Max Galt wasn'l: t h e r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 t s ,  was he? Me came 
later, d i d  he? 

A. H e  came a l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  I t h i n k .  Y e s .  

Q. Did you e v e r  have o c c a s i o n  t o  go back beyond t h e  l o b b y  t o  M r .  
Roedcl's o f f i c e ,  i n  the  1 9 2 0 1 s ,  f o r  example? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You've been i n  M r .  Rocde l ' s  o f f i c e ?  

>k 
A. Yes, y e s .  Roedel. Yes. 

Q. Roedel.  Yes, sir .  I'm so r ry .  D o  you  recal .1 whac i t  looked  l i k e ?  
Wlierc was h i s  desk  i n  t l la t  o f f i c e ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember. 

* 
The i n t e r v i e w e r  had pronounced the  name p l i o n e t i c a l l  y , as ~ a h d l e .  

D r .  Bennett. i n d i c a t e d  t h e  c o r r e c t  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  t o  be ~ n r i d l c .  LEI), 
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A. N o .  

Q. . . . i11 it, a t  ;111? None o f  t h t .  0k;ly. A n d  you  n e v c r  had 
o c c n s i o n  t o  go i.n and  sit down and  talk w i t h  anynnc  in t l ~ c  o f f i c e  
p a r t  of t h e  bank? 

A. O h ,  I guess  I have .  Yes. 

Q. Do you have  any memory o f  w h a t  t h e  o f f i c e  p a r t  o f  i t  h o k e d  l i k e ?  
Where t h c  desk were o r  . . . 
A. Not t o o  much. I u s u a l l y  just t a l k e d  right ac ros s  . . . 
Q. The coun t e r  there .  

A. . . . the c o u n t e r  there. 

Q. Y e s ,  sir. Now, a t  one time you were  i n  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  Mr. Oldham, 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. This was a c a r  b u s i n e s s ,  was i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. What k i n d  of c a r s  were you s e l l i n g ?  

A. Well, we sold--we were a s s o c i a t e  d e a l e r s .  Wc were  a s s o c i a t e  d e a l e r s  
with the  Ford and the Chevrolct and the S t n r r .  No, we were d t l n l e r s  w i t i l  
t h e  S ta r r  b u t  associate d e a l e r s  for Ford  and C h e v r o l e t .  A t  d i f f e r e n t :  
t i m e s .  

Q. Was t h a t  a t  t h e  location o f  t h e  livery stable? 

A. Y e s .  Well ,  t h a t  was where it used to be.  

Q. Yes, I see. 

A. Built a garage t h e r e .  

Q. I see. Do you remember any l a t e r  t i m c s  with the bank?  Wel l ,  i n  
the 1937 f l o o d ,  f o r  example,  there were  some people t h ; l t :  l i v e d  there. 
Did you have occasion to stay i n  t l ~ c  bank during clle f l o o d ?  

A. Yes. Yes. 

Q. You d i d ?  

A. Yes. 
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Q. You had t o  b e  on c h c  third I c v e l ,  c a u s e  ehe water was a t  tl ict  door .  

A. That 's  r i g h t .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q. Mie re  d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h a t  t h i r d  l e v e l ?  110 you rcmcmber r h e  rooms 
up there?  

A. No, 1 d o n ' t .  'It was just--Seems l i k e  i t  was t h e  f i r s t  room we went  
i n t o .  I d o n ' t  remember, now. Came down from New Haven i n  a bonc  and I 
know the w a t e r  was abou t  f o u r  and a half f e e t  o v e r  t h e  t o p  o f  r h c  levce.  
C o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n  t h e  r o a d s .  C o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n  t h e  roads  down here. So . . . 
I w a s  working  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  of  1 1 L i n o i s ,  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q. I see. A s  a v e t e r i n a r i a n ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. I see. 

A. TB i r r a d i c a t i o n .  In  c a t t l e ,  T e s t i n g  c a t t l e .  Had a b o u t  36 c o u n t i e s  
down here and I ' d  leave on Nonday morning  and come i n  on F r i d a y  n i g h t .  

Q. Oh, I see .  T h i r t y - s i x  c o u n t i e s ,  you s a y ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. My goodness. T h a t ' s  q u i t e  a t e r r i t o r y  t o  cover,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Well, w e  didn't--You s e e ,  I had a crew of nicn and t h e y ' d  go in t h e  
coun ty  and t e s t  them and I ' d  go t o  t h e  n e x t  c o u n t y  and  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y  
board and a r range  f o r  h o t e l  rooms and s t u f f  l i l c c  t h a t .  

Q. Yes, sir. And evidently when t h e  f l o o d  came you c am back  t o  
Shawneetown by b o a t ,  you say?  

A. Yes. 

Q. And t h e n ,  w e n t  t o  the bank,  I guess ,  as one of the f c w  d r y  s p o t s  
a round.  

A,  Yes. Had a rQom a t  t h e  h o t c l ,  a t  t h a t  time, I: w a s n ' t  l i i a r r ied ,  see .  
And the l obby  o f  t h e  hotel w a s  f l o o d e d  and i t  was a . . . 
Q. Which h o t e l  w a s  t h a t ?  
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A Rlversidc. 

) ,The liivcrsitlc. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Mrs. P a u l i n e  Harmon w a s  telling t h a t  t h e y  s c r v c d  mcn l s  i n  tlic 
ba throom up t h e r e  a n d  t h a t  you  sa t  on the edge of the b a t h t u b  r o  c a t .  
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  130 you remember? 

A. Well, I d o n ' t  remember. Don': remcmber. P r o b a b l y  r i g h t .  

Q. ~ e t ' s  s e e .  Do you remember that  small room that  had  previously 
been used as a ba th room up there? 

A. No, I d o n ' r  remember. 

Q. In t h a t  back h a l l .  Do you remember a n y t h i n g  e l se  about: tliat 
second floor'! Was there a f i r c p l a c c  up there? 

A. Don't know. ~ o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Okay. Say--do you know anything a b o u t  t h c  i r o n  fence t h a t  u s e d  
to be around the  o u t s i d e  of the bank? 

A. Well, I know L l ~ c r e  w a s  one t h c r e  b u t  . . . 
Q. Do you r e c a l l  i t  when i t  wen t  across t l w  f r o n t  of the bank?  

A. Yes. 

Q. A t  the b o t t o m  of t h e  s teps.  

A. Yes. 

Q. 110 you know when that  was removed? 

A. No. 

Q. Therc w a s  a s i g n  on the p i l l a r s - - Y o u  know, a t  t11c t o p  o r  t h e  s t e p s  
t h c r e ,  t h e r e  was n sil;n p laced  he twcen t h e  two o f  t h e  p i l l a r s  011 t l l ~  
l e f t .  It r e n d  " C i t y  N a t i o n a l  U m l ; , "  a t  onc  time. Do you  r r c a l l  t h a t  
s i g n  the re?  

Q. We're t r y i n g  to f i g u r e  o u t  when i t  g o t  there  and when it left. 
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A. And t h e n ,  they t r a d c d  b u i l d i n g s .  

Q. T l ~ c n  they  iriuvcd on clown t h e  s t r c ~ t :  t o  t l ic  o the r  one.  

Q. I see. 

A. And t h e y  moved back up t h e r e .  

Q. Where d i d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Bank ope ra t e  a t  t h a t  t i m c ,  do you know? 

A. Well, i t  was on  up t h e  s t ree t  up t h e r e .  Where t h e  o l d  C i t y  l J a t i o n a l  
Bank went back : . . o r  went t o  a f t e r  t h e y  changed.  

Q. I see. They j u s t  k ind  o f  t r a d e d  p o s i t i o n s  t h c r e ,  a t  that: t i m e .  

A. Yes. U u i l d i n g s .  Wel l ,  1 t h i n k  t h e  bank bought  t h a t  b u i l d i n g .  I 
be l ieve  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  And t h e n ,  t h e y  was i n  t h e r e .  

(1. Uo you r e c a l l  a wooden s t r u c t u r e  w h i c h  had been  used  as n k i t c l ~ e n  
on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of  Lhe b u i l d i n g ,  o u t s i d e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ?  

A. No. 

Q. Do you r eca l l  the carriage h o u s e  t h a t  used t o  b e  o u t  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
corner  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  thc re?  

A. ( p u s @ )  Well, I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I do. 

Q. They had a stuall b u i l d i n g  t h e r e  . . . 
A. Yes. 

Q. . . . and e v i d e n ~ l y  the  Al lens  n u i n t a i n e t l  h o r s e s  t h e r e  and t h a t  
s o r t  of t h i n g .  T h a t  would h a v e  been  b e f o r e  you a r r i v e d  thczrc. 

A. Yes. Before my t ime.  

(2. Okay. I n  Llic l.obby, w l ~ c n  you walkctl u p  t o  t l i c  c o u ~ l t c r ,  lllc V ; I I I I  t 
was j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  center .  You'd l o o k  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
b i t  t o  the r i g h t  t o  see t h e  v a u l t  d o o r s .  I f  you looked  a li t t l c  h i t  t o  
t h e  l e f t ,  was t h e r e  a f i r e p l a c e  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  do you r e c a l l ?  
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. A f i r ep lace .  Did you cvcr 6ce a f i r e  i n  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  rcmembcr. 

Q. Were you ever i n  the bascmcnt? 

A. (Ixmsa) Don' t remember. 

Q. A t  one t i m e ,  1 unders tand  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  c i t y  o f f i c e s  wcrc d o w t ~ s t a i r s ,  
J u s t i c e  o f  the  Peace. 

A. I d o n ' t  know. There  might have been. 

Q. A t  the time of 1913 f l o o d ,  tlhc s i d e w a l k  on t h e  highway s i d e  o f  t h e  
b i i i l d i n g  w a s  b r i c k .  l)o you r e c a l l  i t  be ing  b r i c k  o r  . . . 
A. I wasn ' t  h e r e .  See,  I came i n  1916.  

Q. Do you remember t h e  sidewalk, then ,  a b o u t  t h a t  t ime? Was i t  conc re t e  
o r  b r i c k  when you came? 

A. Where a t ?  

Q. On the  highway s i d e  of t h e  bank. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Don't .  Okay. And l e t ' s  see, in 1916 ,  do  you r e c a l l  any h i t c h i n g  
r a c k s  around t h e  bank? 

A. No. 

Q. Okay. You n e v e r  had o c c a s i o n  t o  get t o  t h e  a t t i c ,  I g u c s s ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember a t  all. 

Q. Okay. Okay. (pause)  Le t ' s  s e e .  Those a r c  the main t l i ings  a b o u t  
t h e  i n s i d e  of t h e  bank. Now,  d o  you h a m  any i d e a  of where  t he re  m i ~ h t  
be any documentat ion,  a n y  l e t t e r s ,  o r  correspondence of any  s o r t ?  Any 
k ind  of paperwork t h a t  has  To be w i t h  the bank. 

A. No. 

Q. Any a r t i f a c t s  t h a t  m i g h t  have come from t h e  bank? 
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Cll. Well, you've g o t  your card. 

(2. Oh? 

CH. They d o n ' t  cons ider  t h a t  . . . 
A. (pointing to r e c o r d e r )  IL ' s  p i c k i n g  u p  herc . . . 
Q. Y e s .  Tha t ' s  f i n e .  

CH. The i n k w e l l  would b e  an a r t i f a c t ,  wou ldn ' t  i t ?  

Q. Yes, i f  i t  came from t h e  bank. 

Cli. Well, it d i d ,  because Flax G a l t  gave i t  t o  u s  and wc k e p t  i t .  

Q. I see .  An i n k w e l l .  I s e e .  

A. Yes. 

CH. 1'11 get it. (goes  to get the  inkwell) 

Q. Okay. Good. Wel l ,  that's what we're l o o k i n g  f o r  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  
the l o c a t i o n  ofOanyching l i k e  t h a t .  Can you t h i n k  of anyrhing e lse?  

C11. ( r e t u r n i n g )  Here i s  t h e  i n k w e l l  tliat h e  gave u s ,  I ' v e  g o t  one 
o u t  of the post: office down there. There's the inkwell that lie gave 
Doc. 

Q .  And this came from t h e  bank? 

A .  After t h e  f l o o d ,  yes.  1 don'  t know, I j u s t  don'  t--and h c r e ' s  the-- 
I ' l l  l e t  you see this. ( h o l d s  o u t  1916 s i g n a t u r e  ca rd )  I know t h a t ' s  
Jimmy J o e ' s  dad ' s  w r i t i n g .  T h a t ' s  Max G n l t ' s  w r i t i n g .  

Q. Oh, I s e e .  

CB. I ' m  j u s t  s u r e  of  that. 

Q. Th i s  i s  y o u r  au t lmr izaLion  c a r d  f o r  tile a c c o u n t .  

C13. Yes. I though t  l ' d  take i t  and show i t  to Jirumy Joe. We found it 
i n  a box of s t u f f  h e  k e p t .  
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