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to be the Executive D i r e c t o r  of the camunity Renewal Society of 
Chicago, a city missionary society f i r s t  of %he ~ongregati&l- 
Christian church and then of the United Qwmh of Clhrist. He retired 
f m  this position in 1982 after twlenty-two years of service. He 
lives w i t h  his spouse, Ann, in Chicago and We couple have four adult 
children. He presently sews on the Board of Ethics of the city of 
Chicago, and is a m a k r  of the Chiago mergy Study Ccmnnission. Don 
is an ordained U.C.C. clergy. 
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degree frmn Uhim Theological Semhmy, a Masters of sacred Theology 
frwn Yale Divinity Schoal, and a Dxbr of Philosophy in hnerim 
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Danald Benedict, Chicz1g0, ~llinois, July 8, 1989. 

C. Arthur atradley, Intwviewer. 

Q: I am talking with DOn Benedict with a gorgeous view of the 
mountains here in Vermont. Why don1 t we start with sane of the 
influaces that brought you to the socialist/pacifist position? High 
scrhool? 

A: Well, therewere a n m h r o f  things. I thinkcmewas thatmy 
mother was a very ardent Methodist and I had been dragged up in Sunday 
School fm the word, %o.I1 I had absorbed during hiqh school years a 
lot of kind of Methodist old Kirby Page pacifism.- I had pretty-well 
decided on the basis of the ~iblical account that mcifism was the 
only mode that one could be in if one were a ~bri&ian, I think. I 
also got f m  that Biblical badqround a gmat concern for the poor 
and a p p ~ s e d ,  I wink, that came along with that. 

Q: Was that true of everybody who went through that pacifism? 

A: No, I don't think so. Fmbably not. 

Q: Why did you think it came to you? Did you have scane expectations 
durbg  that period of the? 

A: Well, I don't knaw. I began to understand the class nature of the 
town of two thousand very quickly. I could see the class lines of 
demarcation. Well, I was kind of a big fish in a little pond in a 
way. I was president of my class for three out of the four years in 
high schml. I had been on the dekating team, f m W l  team, 
basketball team, and baseball team. 

Q: So, it wasn't m u s e  you w e r e  outclassed? 

A: No, but I began to see the kind of c l iques  that began to develop 
in high school. They really had a class nature to them. I saw a lot 
of kids that were kind of on the outside group and so forth. I saw 
nyself beginning to identify with them for saw masm or other. But 
then I also had the relatiomhip with these others because of my 
activities. I felt a part of b t h  groups but with a real sense of 
identification with those that were kind of shunned aside. Thewe w e r e  
no blacks in the town at all. 

Q: So, the racial pwerty . . . 
A: No, but f m  my mading I began to see what that was--what the 
raceissuewas. I w a s o p p o s e d t o t h a t a n d I ~ ~ a s t a n d  
and bringing a Jewish kid, h e ,  ah, wha I was in the sixth or 



seventh grade or scunethhg like that. My mother said sanethirq about 
it. I really lit into her f m  a Christian m i v e  on that way 
back, 

Q: Haw did she respolad to that? 

A: Well, she was caught. Her Christianiw certainly took her in that 
direction, but yet the middle-class mode of life took her in the other 
direction. That conflict was very evident in her right then. Then 
tcm things h a w  to xne in high school. Well, my dad losing his job 
when I was ready to go into the ninth grade. We had to m e  back to 
nry gmdmothervs in Turn. I lived up in the attic. I had a ram 
up in the attic in a very little house that she had, but it was the 
only way we could make a go of it. So, that had a real effect on me. 
I guess I began t o  read about thrawhg away all of the watermelons. 
That's what  killed E, I think. There wasn't anythiq else. They 
threw truckloads of watermelons away. It didn't pay to market them 
because nobody would buy them. The destruction of corn and wheat and 
everything else. 

Q: The destruction of crops of the Rooswelt administratian? 

A: Yes, that really got to me. I just began to feel sanething was 
wrong, Then in the little hiqh school, they had a book call&, The 
New k s i a  Primer. It w a s  a book, I &ess,-they used in the sbviet 
Union for high school or mer high school. It really began to 
explain the whole ba- of socialism and so on. I really got 
imtwested in e c o n d c s  and so on. I was sem as a screwball in lo t  
of ways by saw of the teachers. The ~merican Legion really tried to 
have me thrwwn out of &ool because I had . . . 
Q: What did you do? 

A: Well, I had written an oration. You b a w ,  they had an oratory 
contest. I had mitten one on, I guess, the futility of w a r  or 
sanething. Well, caning out of all of the imperalism stuff. What war 
would be like in the next war .  This was in the period of just getting 
over the First World War. There was a real swing against war, 
especially in the churches. 

Q: They were into All Quiet on the W e s t e m  mont. 

A: Each moverrent was very strong. I used to go to these Methodist 
conferences sawwhere in Albion when I was still in high school. They 
kind of had a week summw conference. Well, a lot of times it was 
peace issues and so on. 

Q: Do you mrembr  the Oxford Pledge? 

A: Oh, sure. 

Q: Were them any peace pledges in the Methcdist church? 

A: I don't m m n k r  that so m. 
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Q: It w a s  all in the air? 

A: It was there. So, I guess the American Legion never really twk a 
step against me, but they were rezcdy to. 

Q: You heard that fram people. 

A: The socialism and pacifism were there and they were hooked up with 
the Christian faith a lot. At the same time I started to go with a 
young w m ~ n  whose father was a Methdist minister and that began to 
have sccme influence. 

Q: Did you ever talk about those issues with her? 

A: Oh, yes. There was no problemthere. 

Q: Haw a b u t  these issues with your mother and father? 

A: Well, it used to cane up sane. I think they were always worried. 
Well, my mother, as long as it was in Christian terms, it was 
acceptable. 

It was fine. 

Yes. l3ut then when it began to get cutting . . . 
That little Marxism in there, she was worried. 

-1y. 

You don't knaw that. 

And my dad had very little interest in politics. 

He just wasn't a political person. 

No, I don't think so at all. N o t  that I can r e m m b r .  

That's interesting that you got so interested in politics all your 
life and he had none. 

A: No, he had none. I m n a b r  first joining the Young -rats in 
tam there way back. Then I finally decided that they weren't radical 
enough at all and that I had to do -thing else. T h a  at that time, 
tm, the last year in high sc,hool, I almost joined the Abraham Lincoln 
brigade in spain. 

A: Well, there was another guy in town who was thinlcing alxut this. 

Q: Row did you go about joining sanething like that? 

A: Well, we really didn't 3rrscJw. We had heard about it and we had 
h g m  to talk about it. We had begun to feel that I1Gee, maybe that's 
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sanething that ought t o  happen.It I guess I kind of got caught up in 
what do you do after high school. I kegan to think about college and . . . 
Q: ~oing off on travels or . . . 
A: I don't knm i f  it was any great option, but it was thaqht of. 

Q: Sure. A t  least it was a pwrt of the consciousness at  that the. 

A: Yes. Well, my dad broke his back in an autwnobile accident and I 
had to drive him around one sumrmer. That was kind of an interesting 
time. 

Q: Was that yaur senior yew? 

A: I think it was a junior year in high school probably. I drwe him 
all wer the state hause he cauldntt drive mu&. He had t o  w e a r  a 
big brace. It was interesting beczluse I kind of saw him selling 
things. I think that kind of appealed t o  rn too. N o t  that kind of 
selling, but the idea of selling. 

Q: The idea of getting in touch w i t h  people and urging them t o  do 
things? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: In a way, tha t ' s  what you did all your life. 

A: W e l l ,  that's right, doing the sales stuff. I r a e m k r  I really 
got a kick out of that. 

Q: D i d  you enjoy seeing what Michigan looked like, a l l  wer the state 
of Michigan a r d  the way people lived? 

A: Yes. I got same feeling of that. H e  always called on retail 
stores. I n t h a t  sense, i t .  . . 
Q: No, you didn't see that much then. 

A: Well, I guess, it was about when I was a imphamre or sanething 
like that the prohibition had been repealed. We started as kids to 
really h i t  the wine and dances and stuff. Well, I really got t o  
hiting it pretty hard. My mother, of course, had terrible problems 
w i t h  this because she rimer had a drop i n  her l i fe .  

Q: She w a s  strict? For total prohibition? 

A: My dad had, I am sure. He  used t o  get out to Detroit and he would 
get wer t o  Canada for a shot. W e l l ,  I finally decided when I 
graduatd that slrrmner. I went t o  work in  the lwnber amp up in 
Wisconsin where I had an uncle who was a manager in this lurmber mill 
them. So, I stacked slabs and worked in the woods s- that surmner. 
That was a good aperience. I was really having to get out of the 
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house because I couldn't deal with my mother any longer on that kind 
of an issue. 

Q: Did you have guilty feelings or just you didn't want ycnxr mother 
to lay on you all the time? 

A: Well, yes. She was after rn all of the the. 

Q: So, that was a good way of getting . . . 
A: It w a s  a good way to do it and make sane money to go onto college. 

Q: So, you'd always thought of going onto college? 

A: Well, not really. It was influenced a lot by this young wmnan I 
was going with. He was, her father, the minister. 

Q: H e  said you ought to go. 

A: Well, yes, Her brother was also--they were all college people. 

Q: Yes. Her people were professional. 

A: My dad had never graduated frcm high sc;hcml. 

Q: So, that you needed that push m l y ?  

A: Yes, that's right. I had never really thought much a b u t  that. 

Q: That's interesting. So, before you went away to q, did you 
apply to Albion or did you put in your application with the ministerls 
help? 

A: Yes. I had spent a day up thwe the spring of my senior year. 

Q: And kind of liked it. 

A: I had been them a couple of t h  on these pace -. That 
khd of skidded the way too. It w a s  a place I knew about. It was 
only Eibout fifty miles from hare. 

Q: Did you go with any other student? Did the young w m ' ~ ~  go? 

A: She was older. By this time, she was a t  Barnard i n  Columbia, New 
York. 

Q: Right d m  frwn Union? 

A: Yes, that's right. She had gone on. She was older. 

Q: Okay. Were there any classmates going off to Albion? 

A: Not frcnnthere. 

Q: So, you had nobody to go. You just went alone. 






































































































































































































































































































