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Preface

This manuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted
by €. Arthur Bradley for the Oral History Office on August 2 1988.
Margaret Reeder transcribed the tapes and Linda Jett edited the
transcript. Amn Benedict reviewed the manuscript.

Ann Benedict is the spouse of one of the eight Union C.0.s who went to
jail in 1940. Four of these spouses were interviewed because they
were actively involved in the ministry of these men. They also
provide an insight as to how women's issues came to be a part of the
communitarian/socialist, pacifism which formed the original
intellectual foundation of both the men's and the women's thoughts and
actions.

Ann was born in Madison, Wisconsin on October 2, 1922. She grew up
primarily in Detroit, Michigan, but was a graduate of Wauwatosa High
School in Wisconsin. She attended the University of Wisconsin in
Madison for a period of time and was a graduate of Wayne State
University in 1944. 2Ann did some graduate work at the University of
Chicago in the mid-forties and received a Masters Degree in 1972 from
Roosevelt University in Chicago. In the years before her graduation
from Wayne State, she did work with hearing-impaired yourgysters.

After she married Don and then formed the Group Ministry in East
Harlem she organized nursery schools, taught mothers' classes, worked
with teen-agers, wrote and directed mumercus plays. 'She did the same
kind of work as a part of the Group Ministry in Cleveland. When Ann
moved to Chicago, she taught for a while in the Chicago University Iab
School, and then organized and taught in various child~care centers in
Evanston and suburban Chicago. She then moved into the Chicago public
school system where she taught hearing-impaired teen-agers from 1971
to 1978. Then Ann returned to various volunteer activities including
organizing for the Illinois Equal Rights Amendment Committee and later
for the Religiocus Coalition for Abortion Rights. In addition she
taught child development, as well as supervising students who were
working in the day-care center of the Uptown College, at first an
extension for Hispanic minority students from Elmhurst College. Then
when this college became independent, she spent three years as the
chief development and fund-raising officer for the Uptown College.

Ann and Don Benedict have four daughters and three grandchildren.
They live now in the Logan Square area of Chicago in the winter and in
the summer in Pittsford, Vermont.




C. Arthur Bradley has been an Associate Conference Minister for the
Tllinois Conference of the United Church of Christ, deployed in
Central Association in Peoria, Illinois, from 1980 to the present.
Dr. Bradley grew up in Shaker Heights and Oberlin, Chio. Since 1952
he has been an ordained clergyman, first in the Congregational-
Christian Churches and then after the merger in the United Church of
Christ. He has served churches in New Hampshire and Comnecticut. He
holds a Bachelors degree from Harvard College, a Masters of Divinity
Degree from Union Theological Seminary, a Masters of Sacred Theology
from Yale Divinity School, and a Doctor of Philosophy in American
Studies from New York University. Dr. Bradley is married to Jean and
they have four adult children.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.
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Ann Benedict, Pittsford, Vermont, Acgquust 2, 1988.
C. Arthur Bradley, Interviewer.

Q: Just very briefly what was East Harlem and your experiences down
there, and whatever perspective you'd like to set on it.

A: All right. Well, in those days sexism wasn't a word that was used
very much.

Q: How did you get involved, first of all, in the immer city work?
That was in Detroit. You were working . . .

A: Ttwas just . . . I was probably rebelling against a lot of
things. I lived in the city. 1I'd always lived in large metropolitan
areas, either Detroit or a suburb of Milwaukee. I just always felt
irvolved in it and from a very early age was involved in politics,
before I knew anything about the issues. I was working on people.
You know, I couldn't vote or——[I was the] age of twelve or something.
T just always found this very exciting and didn't ever analyze what I
was doing, but later inmy life I . . . had an early feel for the
vital political necessity of democracy. I didn't say that then, you
understand, I didn't know about it then. But I think that was
probably the feeling that I had and some of it came from—probably a
lot of it came from my mother who never talked too mich about it, but
talking about voting one time and people voting in general--and she
very seriously said, "Oh, I always vote--I think it's important to
always vote.” And I think it's because she couldn't vote most of her
life. You know, the women were just allowed to vote in 1920. I was
born in 1922, so she felt this very vitally--and she didn't say much
about it but this somehow got to me-~-and I didn't hear this actually
until T was older when I first started campaioning for Norman Thomas.

Q: You campaigned for people?

A: Well, wearing buttons and talking about them. When I was little,
yes——quite young I did. I don't know why, because other than voting
my parents weren't political. My family wasn't political . . .

Q: Right. Were they church people?

A: Sort of. My mother went to church but they weren't big church
people. They didn't talk about religion and things like that. So it
meant a lot to me to be involved in politics and . . . I got waylaid a
couple of times--I got involved in this sexism business very early
because I felt very young that I could do anything boys could do. I
could never understand why girls weren't allowed to do things——and you
can do this arnd you can't do that. So when I got to--let's see, what
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was first? Well, it was in college, I guess, when . . . I got to be
president of a church thing on campus. Dencminational thirxy.

Q: What was it, Methodist?

A: Presbyterian. It was only because I belonged to a sorority and my
sorority sister was older than I was--had been in this and they needed
a Presbyterian to do it and T wasn't even in the Presbyterian Club.
(laughs) She said, "Will you be president?" So I got to be
president. Now, that's the way things happened. So I said, "all
right, if we are going to do this let's do it right." So I had all
these ideas about what to do and it was connected with a downtown
Presbyterian church where all the people came in and the elders wore
cutaways and the flower in the buttonhole for commmion, etc. So the
assistant was the one who was assigned to work with this college group
and so he was—-you know, I got my first taste of sexism there.
thought--well, I was going to say it wasn't called that. We were just
at loggerheads, fighting all the time. So the group never did
anything because what I and the students wanted to do, and the
students, they'd go along with me so [we] never got anything done.

Q: Wwhat college was this?
A: This was Wayne Sate.
Q: Wayne State in Detroit.

A: In Detroit. You see, I'd started ocut at the Um.vers1ty of
Wisconsin at Madison and they had a lovely Pres house in there and it
was really great and a lot of nice young people but it was different
at Wayne State. Sco anyway, then I got involved in the political life
of Wayne a little bit and the racist nature of the situation.

Q: What year was that?

A: TIn 1943, arourd about in there. I tried--they had—I'm beginning
to remember things--interfraternity ball where the sororities and
fraternities had this one big ball, kind of dance and--it occurred to
me that only the white people went to this, and there were some black
fraternities and sororities on campus. So I started going to them, to
get them to be involved in this. The dean called me into the office
(laughs) and dressed me down and said, "You're spoiling everything
I've been trying to do for the last so and so years," and told me to
buzz off.

Q: How did you feel about that?

A: T was taken aback that somebody would even think this was so
important that they'd call me in their office and do this to me in the
first place. What's such a big deal about it? And chagrined.

Q: You didn't know those barriers were as high as that?

A: Well, I quess I didn't. I didn't assess it at all. But I just
thought it was important that they be involved. Nothing came of it
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because they didn't want to be involved. They were scared, and they
wouldn't go with white people anyway. But I tried.

Q: Do you think that was before the race riots in Detroit?
A: Iet's see, when were they?
Q: In 1943.

A: In 1943, Well, I tried to resign from the—-I quit about=--it must
have been 1942. Because by then I had tried to resign from the
sorority. They said, "You can't resign from the sorority. You are a
lifetime member, " and I said, "No, I'm not paying any more dues."

But anyway, so that was the first taste of that, but I knew about
racism. T had known about racism all of my life. But then I got
involved in the YPSIIs, the Young People's Socialists Ieague. I was
in college. Actually the group was outside of the college and another
woman and I, a friend, established a group on campus.

Q: Was that because of the excitement of socialism and the ideas that
democratic socialism brought?

A: Well yes, it was the idea of sharing rescurces with everybody, and
strictly the whole fight between capitalism and socialism. Democratic
socialism was important as opposed to dictator-type socialism. So I
was in that for a year or two, and we were very active, and Norman
Thomas was running for president and we were always out——it seems to
me it was always on a rainy cold Saturday we were getting petitions at
the plant gates, and people worked until two in the afternoon then.
We'd be there on Saturdays and--running the mimeograph machines and
doing all these things that were so important. We thought they were
important. So we graduated from college. There were three of us who
were all imvolved in this. We said, "Okay, now we are adults. Time
for us to belong to the Socialist Party." So we put in a bid [that)
we wanted to join and the word came back through the staff person
that, oh no, we couldn't because we were women and we would upset it
all., (laughs) So that was the end of being part of the Democratic
Socialist Party.

Q: You couldn't join as a woman?
A: That's right. None of us could.
Q: I can't believe that.

A: Well, I guess they were pretty parochial in Detroit. The three of
us had an apartment.

Q: Were you working by this summer?

A: After college. Two of us were teaching and one of us was actually
working in the party office.

Q: Oh, my gosh. Then you couldn't join the party?
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A: No, because as women we would upset it.
Q: That's horrendous.

A: Yes. At the same time the three of us were working, there was a
local over on the east side, and we were living on the west side.
Automobiles. Briggs—I can't even remember the mmber of the local.
But the saying was if you wanted to commit suicide, if you tried
suicide and failed, go to work at Briggs. The accident rate was so
terrible there and the pay was so terrible, and the whole situation
was awful and this was during the war. They wouldn't do anything, and
so they were on strike which was unheard of during the war. You
weren't supposed to strike. We went over and helped them with walking
the picket lines and making coffee for them and it was a very violent
situation but anyway, we were doing this for this particular local
with the UAW.

Q: It was a UAW local?

A: There was one there. (laughs)

Q: Did you ever meet the Reuthers?

A: Yes, Roy Reuthers more than Walter. So we worked as volunteers.
We were working all day, then we would go across on the streetcar to
work in there at night in the educational department and on the picket
line and doing these things on the weekerds. An opening came in the
education department, so Dottie, the one who was working in the party
office--but we felt we would all apply, see who would get the job.

Q: This was with the local?

A: With the local education department? We were told, oh no, we
couldn't, because we were women. So that's the church, political
party, democratic socialist . . .

Q: That was a rather radicalizing experience, wasn't it?

A: . . . ard unions., (laughs)

Q: Were there no women war-workers? Didn't they let them join?
There must have been.

A: I don't think there were any women at Briggs. I hever saw any and
there were never any women on the picket line there. But I'm sure
that there were women working in factories all over.

Q: That's right, but you don't remember them at Briggs.

A: I don't remember a one there. So anyway——then Don and I got
married.

Q: But he met you when you were doing some volunteer work or
something.
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A: No, I was working on the playground that had been in the--I'd
first met him then, but I didn't really get to know him. I didn't get
to know him until we had our apartment--the three of us had this
apartment and he came and actually, one of the other women knew him
better than I did. But he came and that's when we met.

Q: Did you object to his pacifism at that time?

A: Well no, I was a pacifist but it didn't matter with women being
pacifists. Who cares if a woman is a pacifist? It doesn't matter.

Q: Why were you a pacifist, just because it went along with socialism
or . . »

A: Well, I'm inherently against killing. I mean I was then and I
still am.

Q: But how about killing in relation to that war? I mean there were
many pecple who changed their mind.

Ar I know.
Q: But you didn't change yours?

A: Well, I didn't have to think about it because I was a woman. So
what I've come to know is that killing is part of the patriarchal
system, and until you get rid of the patriarchy you're going to have
killing. I dQidn't know that then . . . I knew there was something
wrong with the system but didn't analyze it.

Q: And you knew that somethingwaswrongbecau.?.eofthekitﬁof
treatment you'd had on the issues of socialism.

A: That, and just . . .
Q: Well, and also the fact that pecple weren't paid the richt wage.

A: Well, T could see that people were, yes. That pecple--all these
stratums in society, I felt that that was wrong. Then I hadn't
thought about theory in those days. I just knew some things were
right and some things were wrong.

Q: Right. Your elemental sense of justice was-—did you ever talk
about that with your parents or how they felt?

A: Oh, they were very much against all this.
Q: What did they think of you?

A: Well, they really thought I was weird. [The use of weird is
misleading. What would have been more descriptive is "they were
possibly indignant that I eschewed capitalism and may have been
worried about the dark, terrible, and treachercus path down which
democratic socialism would lead me." A.B.]
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Q: Really. Did you have any brothers or sisters?
A: I have two sisters and neither of them are political.
0: But you were the one that got hocked on it?

A: I was the only one and they didn't trust me for a long time
because I had such weird ideas.

Q: So then you met Don?

A: So then we met and we got married, and we started talking about
this working in East Harlem so I came with this baggage. This was
going to be different. Ard there was . . .

Q: This will be the place . . .
A: . . . all this comnection. Yes.
Q: . . . where I can really participate fully.

A: Exactly, arnd I still had ties to Christianity at that time and all
this stuff about peace and brotherhood and you know, all that stuff.

Q: That's sisterhood, yves.

A: That's sisterhood but we were all supposed to be--yes, the whole
language thing always used to get me, but we weren't talking about
inclusive language in those days. So I always knew there was
something wrong. I always felt uncomfortable with "mankind" and all
those things which a lot of women did but we didn't . . .

Q: But you didn't say anything?
A: Some of us never met with anybody else that felt the same way.
Q: So you thought this would be a new start?

A: This was going to be wonderful because finally it was all going to
come together, as far as I was concerned. Well it was just another
one of the same things all over again. Women weren't any better off
than they were anywhere else and women with children were worse off
than women without children so—I spent a lot of hard time in East
Harlem.

Q: Did you? Was it partly because you felt it was your job to
support Don and yet at the same time . . .

A: No I believed in all this stuff, I believed in all this
Christianity stuff. I didn't think--I was willing to go along using
the church as a means of achieving these other things. I didn't have
anything going about the church because my experience with the church
was it was very much against women. Tt's cbvious, but okay. We can
use that for this, because we were going to achieve this end. It
doesn't matter whether you achieve it here or there . . .
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A: Oh yes, what can I say? I didn't write the book. Which would
have been a statement about that. It wouldn't have made me feel much
better about everything because my research would have taken me to a
lot of areas I needed to get into but I didn't do it.

Q: Right. So you never had a chance to express it and get it out?
A: I never made a statement.

Q: So then the women's movement came along in about 1965 and on into

A: But I didn't get involved in it until later.

Q: Did you start reading the stuff?

A: Not until about the 1970s. I went through a real—-I mean I had
four kids ard I was working in jobs and taking care of the house, and
I didn't read a lot. It would be whenever I could, but there wasn't .
You didn't get into a consciousness~raising group . . .

Nol

. » or anything like that?

2oRe 2R

In the 1970s I finally got some books ard started to read. But
still, then I just--I never got into a conscicusness-raising group
because by then I felt alienated from the whole world. Women
included, because in general women hadn't been receptive to what I'd
been talking, they didn't accept it. 2And still, a lot of them aren't.
So I just did a lot of reading.

Q: But you didn't have anybody to share that with?

A: No, I'd kept trying to find someone at my job or a few places and
finally I got into Whitney Young. That was in 1975 [I] ran up against
two other women who were radical, and women-~feminists. They were
always younger than I am.

Q: They are not of your generation?

At No.

Q: And who was that, who were those two?

A: Two of the teachers who I worked with at Whitney Youry.

Q: At Whitney Young? Which is the name of the school?

A: VWhich is the name of the school.

Q: And the three of you would talk about those issues and that would
be helpful to you?
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A: Yes, we finally decided that there was something better than what
we were doing and so we decided that we were going to open ocur own
business. And in the Midwest there were no——-for us, it came out of
our own need and we were trying to get films and materials about the
women's movement. There was nothing in the Midwest. There was one in
New York and one in Vancouver, I quess. So anyhow, we all would cpen
an outlet, and get films and slides, you know, there weren't many at
that time, and books.

Q: This was in 19757

A: Yes, in 1975. Maybe 1976 or 1977. Around in there, and so two of
us were going to continue teaching and then we would support the third

person.
Q: Kind of a group ministry of your own?

A: Kind of a group ministry of our cwn to get started on the
business. And we would make money on it but in the beginning it
wouldn't support three people but it would support one plus the thing
plus, in case it wouldn't, there would be two of us working together.

Q: Did you share that with your husbands?

A: No, I don't think so. I don't know whether I did or not.
Probably not, because he was busy and I didn't think he listened very
well. (laughter) But anyway, the alienation——on this strata was
conplete.

Q: He was not open to that?

A: T just felt that this was mine. I didn't want anybody tearing it
down or giving it the put down. But I'm sure he must have heard about
it. Anyway we'd researched this out for a year. We were getting
ready, it was December and it was our last year. I mean, we were
going to start it in the summer.

And that December was when one of the teachers had a student who came
up and wanted to know what she should do about getting this teacher
off her back. My colleague said to me, "We were sitting around the
table working with different students and she said, 'What do we do?!
I said, 'Get your mother over here.' He wanted sex from this student.
Well, he wanted sex with her and she had a boy frierd, but not a
boyfriend--a friend who was a boy. He wanted the three of them to
have sex all at the same time in his office and she didn't want to.”
She [my friend] was very angry about it [the incident] and so that
started our whole thing on sexual abuse of students, in the public
schools.

We got so involved in this. We spent all our waking hours after work
working on this problem because they would say, he has hundreds of
students forcing them to have sex in his office as gym teacher. We
finally got the word around and it was a long involved thing, but we
got six or seven students together. We couldn't meet on the school


























































