


Preface 

This marmsclript is the product of tape-recarded intemiews c=onducrted 
by C. Arthur Brzldley for the Oral History Office on August 2 1988. 
Margaret transcribed the tapes and Linda Jett edited the 
transcript. Ann Bensdict reviewed the Itmuscript. 

Ann Wdct is the spouse of one of the eight Union C.O. s who went  t o  
j a i l  in 1940. Four of these spouses were interviewed m u s e  a e y  
were  actively involved in the ministry of these men. They also 
provide an insight as t o  huw wanen's issues cam t o  be a part of the 
cc~mmmitarian/socialist, pacifism w h i c h  formed the original 
htel1ech.d foundation of the men's and the wmm's thoqhts and 
actions. 

Ann was born in Madison, Wisconsin on O z b k r  2, 1922, She grew up 
primarily in Detmit, Miaigan, but w a s  a graduate of Wamtosa High 
School in Wisconsin. She attended the university of Wisconsin in 
Madison for a wiod of time and was a gmduat~ of Wayne S t a t e  
University in 1944. Ann did some graduate work a t  the Univessity of 
&=go in the mid-forties and received a EZasters  Bgree in 1972 fvmn 
Roosevelt University i n  Wcago. In the years before her graduation 
frcrm Wayne State, she did work w i t h  h e a r ~ ~ ~ i r e d  yamgsters. 
after she married Don and then formed the Group Ministry in East 
H a r l e m  she organized nursery schools, taught mthers' classes, worked 
w i t h  taxi-agers, wrote and directed nmerals plays, ' She did the same 
kind of work as a part of the Group Ministry m C l w e l a n d .  When Ann 
w e d  to M a g o ,  she taught for a while in the &ago U n i ~ e S i q  Lab 
School, and then o m i z e d  and taught in various Mld-mre centers in 
Evanston and suburban M a g o .  She then moved into the Chicago public 
school system w k r e  she taught h e c h g - i m p a ~  'teen-agers f m  1971 
to 1978. Then Ann returned t o  various volunteer activities including 
o q a n i z h g  for W Illinois Equal Rights &nmdment C t m m i t a  and later 
for the Religious Coalition for Ilbortion Ri$ks. In addition she 
taught child development, as well as supervising students who were 
working in the day-care center of the Uptmn College, at f h t  an 
extension for Hispanic minority students f m  EImhWst CoLlege, Then 
when this college k a m e  hdependmt, she spmt three years as the 
chief developtent and m-ra i s ing  officer for the Uptown College. 

Ann and Don Benedict have four daughters and three grandchildren. 
They live now in the Logan Square area of Mago h ~e w i n t e r  and in 
the smmner in Pittsford, Vermont. 



C. A r t h u r  Bradley has been an Assmiate Confmce Minister far the 
I l l b o i s  Conference of the U n i t e d  Church of Urist, deplayed in 
Central Association in Peoria, I l lhis ,  fm 1980 to the present. 
Dr. BraUey grew up in shaker Heights and O b e r L h ,  Ohio. Since 1952 
he has been an ordained clergyman, E h t  in the Congregaiona'l- 
-istian Chm&es and then after the merger in the U n i t e d  Church of 
Christ. He has served churches in New JWq&ire and Colnnecticut. He 
holds a Bachelors degree f m  ~ a m m d  College, a ~~ of D i v i n i t y  
Degree fm Union Theolcg id  Seminary, a Hastem 05 Sacred Theology 
frcnn Y a l e  Divinity School, and a M r  of Philosophy h herim 
Studies frmn New York University. Dr. Baradlley is mrried to Jean and 
they have four adult childrm. 

Readers of the oral history memoir should &ar in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that the intervim, narrator and 
editor &ght to p k e  the- informal, colxv~timal.  style that is 
inhmt in such historical sources. Sancramon State Universitv is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of & memoir, nor for via- 
wressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely, It may not be 
reprdxed in whole or in part by any means, e l e d r d c  or ndmnical, 
without permission in writing fmm the O r a l  History O f f i c e ,  Sangarrron 
S t a t e  University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 
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Ann Benedick, Pittsford, Vermont, Aguust 2, 1988. 

C. Arthur Bradley, Interviewer. 

Q: Just very briefly what  was East Harlem ivld your cspriences d m  
there, and whatever -ive you'd like to set on it. 

A: All right. Well, in those days Sexism wasn't a word that waa used 
very mm. 

Q: Haw did you get involved, first of all, in the inner city work? 
That was in &wit. You were worm . . . 
A: It was just . . . I was prabably shelling against a I& of 
things. I lived in the city. I'd always lived in large metropolitan 
areas, either btroit or a suburb of Milwaukee. I just always felt 
involved in it and f m  a very early age was invalved in politics, 
before I hew anythhg about the issues. I was working cmpeaple, 
You IcntrW, I couldn't vote or--[I was the] age of twelve or sanething. 
I just always found this very exciting and didn't ever analyze what I 
was doing, but later in ny life I . . . had an e l y  feel for the 
vital political nw=essity of democracy. 1 didnvt say that thm, you 
understand, I didn't bow a b u t  it then. Eut I think that was 
probably the feeling that I had and sane of it came fm--probably a 
lot of it mne frcan my mother who never talked tm nu& about it, but 
biking abut vat* one time a r d  pople voting in general--& she 
very seriously said, ''Oh, I always vote--1 think it Is inrpo-t to 
alwaysv~te.~~ And I think it'sbecause she couldnl tvotenrost  of her 
life. Y o u  W, the m were just allawed to v& in 1920, I was 
born in 1922, so she felt this very vitally--and she &hvt say much 
about it but this smehm got to --and I didn't h e w  this actually 
until I was older wha I first started campaignjag for Norman Thomas. 

You for people? 

A: Well, w e a r b q  buttons and talking about than. When I was little, 
yes--quite y w - I  did. I don't kn& why, because other than votirq 
my parents weren't political. My family wasn't political . . . 
Q: Right. Were they church people? 

A: Sort of. M y  mther went to &UlfCh but they w m ' t  big church 
people. They didn't talk about religion and things llke that, So it 
meant a lot to me to be involved in politics and . . . S got waylaid a 
couple of times--l got involved in this sexism business very early 
because I felt very young that I could do anything boys d d  do. I 
could nwer understad why girls weren't dlc rwed  to do things--~d you 
can do this ard you can't do that. So whRn I got *-let's see, what 
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first? Well, it was in college, I guess, when , . . I gat to be 
president of a church thing on campus. Dadna t iona l  thing. 

Q: What was it, Methodist? 

A: Rezbybrian. It was only because I helmed to a somri.ty and my 
sorority sister was  older than I was--had been in this and they needed 
a -ian to do it and I wasn't even in the Presbyterian Club. 
(laughs) She said, ' W i l l  you be presidmt?" So I got t o  be 
president. Nm, that's the way things happmd. So I said, IvAll 
right, if we are going t o  do this  l e t  Is do it right. So I had all 
these ideas about what t o  do and it w a s  cannecked w i t h  a downtown 
Presbyterian church where all the people in and the elders wore  
cutawqs and the Elmer in the buttonhole for cmmnion, etc. So the 
assistant was the one who w a s  assigned t o  wbrk with W s  college group 
and so he ---you knuw, I got ny f i r s t  taste of sexism there. I 
thought--well, I w a s  going t o  say it wasn't called that. We were just 
a t  loggerheads, fighting all the th .  So the group never did 
anythinsbecausewfiatIandthestudentswmtedtodo, andthe 
students, they'd go along with me so [we] never got mything done. 

Q: What college w a s  this? 

A: This was Wayne Sate. 

Q: W a y n e  S t a t e  in Detroit. 

A: In De t ro i t .  You see, I 'd  started out at  the Unj.vwsity of 
W i s c o n s i n  a t  Madison and they had a l w d y  Wes house in &ere and it 
was really great and a l o t  of nice yourag people but it was different 
a t  Wayne State, So anyway, then I got involved in the political l i fe  
of Wayne a little b i t  and the racist nature OE the situation. 

Q: What year was that? 

A: In 1943, a b u t  in there. I tried-they had--~~m beginning 
to things--interfratemdty ball where the sororities and 
fratmities had this one big ball, kind of dance &--it acarrd t o  
me that only the white pople werrt to this, and there were sane black 
fraternities and sororities on campus. So 1 started going to them, to 
get them to bs involved in this. The dean called me into the office 
(laughs) and dressed me dcrwn and said, l t Y o u f r e  spoiling everythhg 
I've been trying t o  do for the last so and so years, and told me to 
buzz off. 

Q: Hcrw did you feel about that? 

A: X w a s t a k m a b a c k t h a t s m t a e b o d y ~ d w e n ~ U l j l s w a s s o  
important that they'd call me in their office and do this to me in the 
first place. What s such a big d d i  a b u t  it? And chagrined. 

Q: YOU didn't know those barriers were as high as that? 

A: Well, I guess I didnlt. I didn't assess it at all. But f just 
thought it was hpr tan t  that they be inv01V86f. Nothing came af it 
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because they didn't want to h involved. They were smr@d, and they 
wouldn't go with w h i t e  people anyway. But I tried. 

Q: Do you think that was before the race riots in Detroit? 

A: Let's see, when w e r e  they? 

A: Dl 1943. Well, I tried to resign frwn ---I @t dmut-it must 
have k e n  1942. Because by then I had tried b resign fm Ule 
sorority. Thiey said, ItYou cant t resign fram the sorority. You are a 
lifetime nmber, It and I said, ItNo, I 'm not paying any more dues. It 
mt myway, so that was the first taste of mt, but I Mew a b u t  
racism. I had known Efbout racism all of nry life. But then I got 
involved in the YPsILs, the Young People's Socialists mgue. 1 w a s  
in college. Actually the group w a s  outside. of the college and another 
w m ~ n  and I, a friend, established a group on mnps, 

Q: Was that hexuse of the excitement of sacialism and the ideas that 
demacratic smialism brought? 

A: Well yes, it was the idea of sharhg msumces with eyerybcdy, and 
strictly the whole fight between capitalism and socialism. Banocratic 
socialism was hrgortant as opposed to dictator-type socialint, So I 
w a s  in that for a year or two, and we were very active, and Norman 
Th- was runnjllg for president arad we were always out--it seems t o  
me it was always on a rainy cold Saturday we were getting petitions at 
the plant gates, and people worked until two in the aftemcon then. 
We'd be there on Saturdays and-runniTlg the rdwqraph machines and 
do- a11 these things that were so important. We maght they were 
irrrportant. So we gradua- E m  college. There were three of us who 
were  all involvad in this. We said, 'IOkay, now we are adults, Time 
for us t o  belong t o  the Socialist Party." So we put in a bid [that] 
we wanted to join and the word m back thrmgh the staff p r m n  
that, oh no, we couldn't because we were warnen and we would upset it 
all. (laughs) So that was the end of being part of the Demomatic 
Socialist Party. 

Q: You cauldnlt join as a wanan? 

A: That Is right. None of us could. 

Q: I can't Miwe that. 

A: Well, I guess they were pretty parochial in Detroit. The three of 
u s h a d a n a ~ t .  

Q: W e r e  you working by this flzmmer? 

A: After college* Ttm of us were  tea- and one of us was achmlly 
working in the party off ice. 

Q: Oh, my gosh. Then you couldn't join the party? 



A: No, -use as wcrmen we would upset it. 

A: Yes. A t  the same time the three of us were workhg, there was a 
over on the east side, and we were living on the west side. 

Wkcmbiles. Briggs--I c=anlt wen the m m k r  of the 1-1. 
Wlt the saying was i f  you wanted to d t  dcide ,  i f  y m  tried 
suicide and failed, go to work at Brisqs, The accident rate was so 
terrible there d the pay w a s  so terrible, and the whole situation 
was awful d this w a s  during the war. They wouldntt do mything, and 
so they were on strike which was  mhead of during the war. You 
weren't supposed to strike. W e  went over and helped thai w i t h  walking 
the picket lines and coffee for them and it was a very violent 
situation but anyway, we were doing this for this partidm 1-1 
with the W. 

Q: It was a W  locdL? 

A: There was one there. (laughs) 

Q: Did you ever meet the Reuth-? 

A: Yes, Roy Reuthers mare +khan Walter. So weworked as V O l u n t e r s .  
We were working a l l  day, thm we would go acmss on the streetcar to 
work in there at night in the educational &pWhent on *the picket 
l i n e a n d d o h g ~ t h b g s o n t h e w e e k e n d s .  Anopeningcaffbeinthe 
education depmh'mt, sa Dottie, the one who was working in the party 
office-but we felt we would all apply, see who would get the job. 

Q: This was w i t h  the l a ?  

A: With the l a  ettumtion deprtmmt? W e  were told, ah no, we 
couldnVt, because we were  wmnen. So that's the &ur&, political 
party, dermxatic socialist . . . 
Q: That was a rather radicalizing m i m e ,  wasn't it? 

A: . . . and unions. (laughs) 

Q: W e r e  there no wcnnen war-workers? Didn't they let them join? 
T h e  must have been. 

A: I don't think there were any wmen at Enrim. f never saw any and 
there were never my wmen on the picket line there, But I'm sure 
that  there were  w a r m  working Fn factories all wer. 

That's right, but you don't them 

A: I dontt mmtbr a one there. So anyway--then a n  and I got 
married, 

Q: But he met you when you were  do@ s m ~  volunteer wark o r  
SmeUling. 



A: No, f was working on the playground that had been in the--I Id 
first m t  him then, but I didn't really get to know him. I didn't get 
to h u w  him until we had our apartment--the three of us had t h i s  
apartment and he came and actually, one of the other wcrrnrtn knew him 
better than I did. E3ut he came and thatis when we m e t .  

Q: Did you object to his pacifism at that time? 

A: Well no, I was a pacifist but it didn't matter with warn being 
pacifists. Who cares if a wonwn is a pacifist? It doesnvt inat~.  

Q: Why were you a pacifist, just because it went along with socialism 
or... 

A: Well, I'm inherently against killihg. I mean f was I 
still am. 

Q: But how about killing in relation to that war? I mean there were 
many people v b  charqed. their mind. 

Q: But you didn't change yours? 

A: Well, I didn't have to think about it because I waS a Wanall. So 
what I've cwhe to know is that killing is of the patriarchal 
system, and until you get rid of the patriarchy youlre go* to have 
kill-. I didn't knm that then . . . I knew there was sate- 
wrong w i t h  the system but didn't analyze it. 

Q: And you knew that sclmething w a s  wroq ~~ of the kind of 
treatment you'd had on the issues of socialhn. 

a: mt, andjus t .  . . 
Q: Well, and also the fact that people wearen't paid the right wage. 

A: Well, I mUd see tha t  people were, yes. That people-dl these 
stratums in scciety, I felt that that was ~mq.  Th3i  1 hadn't 
thought a b u t  theory in those days. I just knew sane things were 
right and sme th- w e r e  wrong. 

Q: t Your elemental sense of justice was-4d you ever talk 
about that with your parents or haw they felt? 

A: Oh, they were  very much against all MS. 

Q: What did they think of you? 

A: well, they really thought I was weird. [The use of w e M  is 
misleading. What would have k e n  mre d@scri#ive is %hey were 
possibly indi-t that I eschewed capitalism and may have been 
worried about the dark, terrible, and treadmmx path down which 
de~noc~atic swialism would lead me. A. B. ] 
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Q: =ly. Did you M e  any brothers or sisters? 

A: I have two sisters and neither of them are political. 

Q: But you were the one that got hooked an it? 

A: I was the only one and they didn't trustme far a longtime 
because I had such weird ideas. 

Q: So yau met Don? 

A: So then we met and we got married, and we started talking about 
this working in E a s t  Har lem so I came with t h i s  baggage, This Mtas 
going to be different. And there was . . . 
Q: This will be the place . . . 
A: . . . a l l  this -ion. Y e s .  

Q: . . . where I can really participate Pully. 

A: MaCUy, and. I still had ties to Wi&Mty at that th and all 
this stuff ElbOUt pace and brotherzllood and yau Mow, all that stuff. 

Q: That's sisterhod, yes. 

A: That's sisterhood but we w e r e  all sqposd to ---yes, the whole 
language thhg always used to get me, but we weren't talking about 
inclusive language in those days. So I always knew there was 
sanething wmng. I always felt ummEortab1e with ~~~ and all 
those things whi& a l o t  of wanen did but we didn't . . . 
Q: But you didn't say anythbq? 

A: Smne of us never met with anybody else that fe l t  the same way. 

Q: So you thought this would be a new start? 

A: This was going to be wonderful because finally it was a l l  going t o  
caw together, as far as I was c o n m e d .  Well it was just another 
one of the same things all over again. W m  weren't any better off 
than they w e r e  mywhere else and wamen w i t h  children were worse off 
than wcrmen w i t h o u t  mil- so--I spent a lot: of hard the im East 
Harlm. 

Q: Did you? was it m y  because you felt it was yaur job to 
s u p p r t  b n  and yet at the same time . . . 
A: No S believed in all this stuff, I klievd in a l l  this 
Qristianity stuff. I didn't think--I was will- I3 ga along using 
the church as a means of a&ieving these other things. I didn't have 
anything going a b u t  the church because my w i e n c e  w i t h  the chw& 
was it was very mch against wmen. It Is obvious, but okay. We can 
use that for this, muse we were  going to achieve this end. It 
doesn't matter whether you achieve it her@ or there . . . 


















































