


Preface 

This manuscript is the p-roduct of a tape-recorded intewiew cohductal 
by Dottie ~opkins for the Oral History Office on N o v m h r  8 ,  1979. 
Linda Jet t  transcribed the tapes and Dottie Bopkins edited the 
transcript. Mary Bell review& the transcript. 

May Bell was born to Japanese parents liv- jn the united States 
before World W a r  11. She was &cat& in both ~merican ad Japanese 
schools in Seattle and hecame proficient in both English and Japanese. 

In 1939 Naryts family decided to visit their hawland. While in Japan 
her father died. Fearing that she would hot be able to support her 
family should they return to ~merica, Mary's mother decidd to stay in 
Japan. 

W i t h  the beg* of hostilities between the United States and Japan 
in 1945, Mary and her family facad the diffimlt situation of being 
American citizens living in Japan. This memoir offers a unique 
perspective into World War 11 and how the Japanese people viewed their 
leaders and the Americans during the war, 

Readers of the oral history memoir should kern in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor mug! 20 preseme the informal, mmersational style that is 
inherent in such historical sources. Sagamn State Unrivers.i..ty is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The muscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in .whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without pamission in w r i t *  fm the OraL History Office, Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, Illhois 62794-9243. 
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Mary Bell, N w a b e r  8, 1979, Diveman, ~ L l h o i s .  

Dottie Hopkins, Interviewer. 

Q: miry Bell, let s begin w i t h  your birth. mere were you h? 

A In  Seattle, Washington, on July the 17m, 1924. 

Q: Okay, who  as your father? 

A: My father's name is Mitniharu which is M-I-T-S-U-H-A-R-U 
N-A-K-A-M-U-R-A, Nakamura. 

Q: Is that his l a s t  name? 

A: last name, yes. 

Q: Mitsuharu, that Is one word, is your first name? 

A: Y e s ,  

Q: Okay, he is oriental? 

A: Yes, he is a Japaneseman. 

Q : Japanese. 

A: Yes, 

Q: Was he born in the United  S t a b ?  

A: NOI he was born in Japan. 

Q: Whme at? 

A: In Tokyo. 

Q: Tokyo. 

A: Yes. Tokyo, Japan, 

Q: Do you remember h i s  birthdate? 

A: No, I don't. 

Q: Okay. D i d  he l ive  in Tokyo for most of his c h i l d h d  years? 

A: Yes ,  up till he went t o  college. 
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Q: Did he go to college in Japan? 

A: Y e s ,  he did. 

Q: Pihat was the name of the college, do you h o w ?  

A: Tim most sure it's Tokyo University. 

Q: Do you know what he studied? 

A: No. I could say that in Japan it's not like college here where 
you have certain things to study. They do study all kinds of things. 
So I don't  lolow if he just studied one particular thing or, you how, 
studied everything that they give you a t  the college. 

Q: Did he go to any other school besides Tokyo universiw? 

A: No, not after he finished high school. He went to college and 
that's . . . 
Q: In Tokyo? 

A: In Tokyo. That's the college he w e n t  to. 

Q: What was his family like? 

A: Well, his family's background is very unusual.. He caws fran a 
family of B s t s ,  Buddha religion. They had a temple where he was 
the f i r s t  son in a family. In Japan, the first  son beccrmes--inherits 
the t i t l e  of his father, so naturally he was t o  be a priest. So his 
father, g ra rdf ther ,  and great-grandfather were all priests in the 
temple, and that religion is Buddhist. 

Q: So your father became a priest? 

A: No, not yet, He was sent to the U n i t e d  States  t o  have m o m  
education to be a better educated priest. So when he finished a l l e g e  
in J a m ,  he was sent over t o  the United States.  But he heVW did 
become a priest. 

Q: Do you know *y  he didn't? 

A: Yes. Because after he came to the U n i t e d  States, instead of going 
to college, he likEd the freedm here so well that he didn't go back 
t o  Japan. He never did become a priest, that's, you knm, the reason. 
He had gardenem, cooks, maids, s m t s ,  and a family. When you're 
raised like that an3 come over here to the U n i t e d  States, naturally 
he'll see the freedoms so well that he wasn't a b u t  to  go back t o  
Japan t o  l ive in a small group %here he's all tied d m .  That Is the 
reason I don't think he wanted to go back to Japan to be a priest. 

Q: Okay, nm from w h a t  you just said, it sounds ljke his family was 
fair ly  well t o  do. 

A: Yes, yes. 
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Q: And he was the eldest son? 

A: Yes. 

Q: When he didn't follow his father arsd gzandfatherts footsteps and 
k e r n  a priest, did this cause a problem with the family? 

A: Oh yes, it did. I think they did dism him. His brother, 
younger brother, is the one who became the priest and tmk over the 
t q l e  in Japan where they used t o  live. Of course my father s b y d  
here i n  the U I l i t d  States. 

Q: I don't haw anything about the Buddhist religion, but ap-ently 
the priests in that religion w e r e  a l lmd t o  rrarry; whereas as like. in 
the Catholic religion the priests are not allcwed to mawry, am 1: 
corned? 

A: His qreatqrandfather and grandfather wasn't allawed to mar;ry 
they did 'have a ceremony where la ter  on he got married, because I 
meet my grandmother when we went back to Japan. Eut now they do 

, but 
did 

Q: They do? 

A: Oh yes. It's not as strict as the Catholic priests. They are 
married. 

Q: What did your father's family do for a living, do you know? 

A: I don't knm. If you knm a l i t t le  bit of Buddha religion, every 
month and when a harvest time mes,  all the people bring evezytbing 
to the house. Of course, like if you have a f u n d ,  w&difig, a M  a l l  
those, they bring the money too. w i t h  We land they have and 
raise their E d ,  I don't think they have too much pmblem having 
their  rn fm2 an3 supplies. They had a pretty g d ,  you knm, 
sizeable ground. 

Q: 1s there anythins you'd like to add a b u t  your father, his early 
l i f e  that we haven't t a l k d  about yet? 

A: Well, nry father was a real happy go lucky person, and 1 thirik 
that's another reason he didn't hecane a priest. He lwes people, he 
brings everybolty to the house. Over the weekend he could have a house 
f-d.1 of people, you h~m,  feeding them, havirg dinner, having kids 
around and people around. Like I said before, he likes the freed- 
so well, you know, he d w n l t  l ike to be - up in a d l  temple 
i tself .  So I think maybe that is the reason, tm, that he's a real 
friendly, j olly person. 

Q: Who is your mother? 

A: Well, my mther's name is Fusaye, F-U-S-A-Y-E, N a b m r a .  

Q: D3 you lmm her miden name? 
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A: Yes. It's 0-PA-N-T, Fusaye Odani. 

Q: What was her f d l y  like? Were they as wealthy or w e r e  they equal 
to y o w  father's family? 

A: Well, they were pretty well-educated family, &muse her father 
was a banker. H e  used to work at the bank at Tokyo, H e  had a pretty 
big job because he had t o  take care of the money, have to ga to the 
safe and open up the safe and you have to be a pretty trusted -on 
to do that. My mother lost her mother wheh she was very young, So 
she was practimlly raised by her father. She had a brother, and just 
two in the f d l y .  So there was three dl1 together but, I never did 
see my mother's father. 

Q: Where did they l ive in Japan? 

A: In Tokyo also. 

Q: Your mother's father was &caW. Was your &er educated? 

A: Yes. I n  those days gir l s  didn't go to college. They finish& 
school, sixth W d e ,  eighth grade and then they mybe go two years 
after that. But nry mother went  t o  college h Japan. 

Q: Da you knm what college she went to? Did she go to Tokya 
University? 

A: Yes. Oh no, she w e n t  t o  mandzu, thatmeans--it's the name of 
the town. Ochandzu University, it's M-H-A-NUM-I-2-U. But I 
don' t think she cmpletely finished it. 

Q: Was her education a t  the universiw similar t o  your father's where 
they would study all kinds of things? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Ih you have anything you'd like to add about your mother before we 
move on? 

A: What do you mean by add on? 

Q: Is there arythbg about her c h i l d h d  that you think you'd like to 
talk about before we . . . 
A: Well, I could say that because lrry mother  lost her mother when she 
was yomg, and she had to kind of take care of her bmther, she 
start& the family (pause) what do you call it, family life, When she 
was yowig she w a s  well adjusted to, you know (pause) how t o  operate 
the house, (laughter) is w h a t  I ' m  trying to say, house. Household, 
housekeeping, yes housekeeping is what it is. 

Q: That's very interesting. So she was qu i t e  prepared when she 
married your father then for housekeeping? 
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A: Yes. Oh yes. She's gocd in cooking, good in sewing, she's just 
&ut good in everythhg I think. She was real smrt in studykg 
kcause, of course, her father wanted her to go to college. But in 
the meanthe, in housekeeping she was doing real gaod, too. 

Q: Aloq  the line of housekeepirq ard smirg, you have some p i a e s  
in your living room that look ljke paintFngs, but *eyfre really 
embroidery the Japanese girls are taught. W a s  your mther taught 
this, dces d ~ e  do this? 

A: Yes, she really is gbod in embroidery, mc&eting, and all those. 
K n i t t b g  and, of course, sew*, she is really good at t ha t .  

Q: Was that something that most Japmesegirls had to learn, this 
type of handtwork? 

A: 'Yes. Before they get married they even go t o  a school about a 
year, and they learn hm to sew their am kimonos that they w m ,  and 
they have to know how to cook. They do have to mow hm to m e  
flowers by the seasons, because you have all differ& kinds of 
flowers, as you lmm in the year. And you have to learn hm t o  cook. 
You learn that in Japan before you get mamid. 

Q: Do you learn this wen if you're from a poor family or a rich 
family? 

A: It dr>esnlt matter at all. Most people do go to school after you 
finish high schml or college or during that year, l a s t  year you're in 
school. Arad i f  you how you're going to get mid, smne m l e  
start about tW6 years before they are going to graduate, if they want 
to take a long time to learn. Because when your in school, going to 
high schml or college you don't have much time, so you go about a 
couple of years. 

Q: Huw did your p r e n t s  meet? Do you h u w  haw they . . . 
A: No, I think it w a s  the a~ranged marriage that--I don't think they 
themselves met w i t h  each other in a certain place. The family 
arranged bath families to meet tqether at their house, so it's not 
l ike l w e  at  f i , rs t  sight over here. (laughter) 

Q: Do you know anything about arranging the marriages? Would they be 
arranged when the boy and girl were very young, or would they be 
something that the parents would do when Weir children were  older? 
They would wait and make the arrarqements when she was a small child 
or when she was . . . 
A: No, I imagine when she was h college, buk therevs lots  of 
families that already have their plans when they're qraduathg from 
grade school, If you are a banker's family, of m e ,  you would have 
your friends in the hd&g line. And if you are in the grocery 
store, then a grocery store. M i f  a person has a teacher in the 
family, and mother or father either one is a teacher, you have teacher 
friends. Those children do get together, they kind of arrange it so 
they would sort of match. And Wt s a l l  they do in Japan, 
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Q: When a couple was  married--then they got married-did they have 
l ike a dowry? Would the bride have to tdke sanething to her husband's 
family, or  she'd have to bring in so nary household gocds, or maybe 
land or mney. D i d  they have anything like this, was there any 
exchange like that, do you lmm? 

A: No. Not the land, but they do bring the money in. They have so 
much. It ' s just a token of the ceremony, Before they have the 
ceremony they do b r i q  a l i t t l e  money in like a contract, or d m  
payment. Like if you buy a p i e  of f u m i k  over here, you put a 
l i t t le  money down. That's what they do in Japan. And I'm most  sure 
they did it that way, too, &fore the cererrwny. 

Q: Co you rmmber when your parents were married? Do you knm? 

A: No, I don't have any idea when they got married, 

Q: Do you know what type of ceremony that had? 

A: Yes, I ' m  most sure they had the mddha ceremony. They wear  those 
long kimonos, and by the Wzddha priest. mddhist priest. 

Q:  id they have a special kimono that they wore for a wedding? 

A: No, they don't. Just a special long Jawese kimono that they 
would l ike themselves, that they chose, 

Q: Do they, the bride or the groom have a special ornament that they 
wear  or carry when they get marrid? 

A: Y e s ,  on their head, when they had their nice hairdo, like, 1 'm 
talking about the w a r m  who had the mother ,  they do use the old 
ornament, like they stick a pen, &like, ccnnes frm down the 
qrh the r .  I knaw my mother used one of those cause she was saying 
she had that. ]But other than that I don't mow what  s h ~  used. You 
stick it, you have those big, you lolow, it's like a . . . 

A: I d o n l t t a w  w h a t  you call it but it's like layers and layers of 
hairdo. And you'd put the pretty , . . Y e s ,  like dolls, the Sapanese 
dolls hairdo, you'd put those pretty cmobs in. So I'm most sure she 
had more than one. 

Q: Y e s ,  they would be very pretty. Well, after your parents w e r e  
married did they live in Tokyo? 

A: No. They m e  right back, right to the United States .  

Q: So when your mother and father got married, he had been disowned 
by his  pasents, already by his family. 

A: Yes. 

Q: So then they mwed te-your parents moved t o  the United States? 



A: That's true. 

Q: And t o  where did they mwe? 

A: To Seattle, W-n. 

Q: To Seattle. 

A: Yes. 

Q: I 3  you lmm why they settled in Seattle? 

A: W e l l ,  in those days most paple w e r e  coming straight to the harbor 
from Yokahama Harbr S t m i a t  ta Seattle where they had the shipping 
do& over there. I think he followed his friends who w e r e  a couple of 
years before & a year before. It was kind of styled like that so 
many people were coming to the United States to live. An3 seeking 
jobs and sedchq education. So I think rry father took University--he 
wanted to m e  bemuse his father wanted him to come and have 
education. 

Q: Do you maker when they came to the U n i t e 3  States? 

A: No. I don't. 

Q: Co you how if they had any problems ih adjusting to Seattle or 
adjusting to their l ife in the United States? 

A: No, I h e  that my father w a s  sort of like a leader. He likes to 
gather fri- together and he kcame one of the leaders where he 
settled and where he settled at East Spruce Street they had a Japanese 
Camunity on both sides. Both sides of the street is more of orienta3. 
people and of course they built  a Japanese Wxd& Temple church to go 
to. They had a once a month gathering where they played &, had 
picnic outside, so they could a l l  get  tqether with Japanese people, 
So I don't think they had any problem. 

Q: Well, that's good. What did your father do in S e a t t l e ?  What kind 
of living did he . . . 
A: Well, since he didn't go to college, he quit right away seas like 
the way I u n d ~ ~ .  

Q: This is college in the United States? He @t right away? 

A: Yes, he quit right away. Of course he went  back to get married 
and came back to the U n i t e d  Sta tes .  He worked at the pacific Hotel. 
I don't Imuw what  he became then. WIG when--later on when we all went 
to Japan he was assistant manager then. So I h g i n e  he started frm 
the bottcrm. 1 don't how if he worked in a restaurant or he worked in 
the, I m e a n  h the restaurant part of the hotel. I don't he 
became a M l b v  bcause he's not stmra enouah and I mxrelv don' t 
think he ' l l  a G P t  a job like that, wh& he &inks he's, h o w ,  
pretty well educated then. mt he might1ve, I don't how. But the 
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las t  I maw is, he was assistant manager when he came back to Japn. 
When we went t o  Japan. 

Q: The Pacific Hotel, was that a Japanese owned hotel? 

A: No. It's a regular Americanhotel. It's a big hotel. It's abut 
a block big. 1 don't b m  how many stories, I can't even recall now. 
Six or seven stories then, I think. It's a pretty big brick hotel, 
red brick hotel then, I think I recall. 

a: Okay. 

A: He has to get a job because he has to s h r t  his family, too. And 
probably already had s'carted a family, I think. 

Q : So they, when they mwed to the Uni t& Stated, they didn't have 
any children yet? 

A: That's true. 

Q: They started raising their children after they got, they started 
having d l d r e n  and raising them after they got to the United States? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Haw many children did they have? 

A: Five. 

Q: Boys? Girls? 

A: Four girls and one boy. 

Q: Hcsw did you f i t  in age wise? 

A: I have an older sister, three years older than I am. H e r  name was 
Helen. She passed away five years ago. I came next, I'm the second 
one. Then 1 have a younger sister, three years yourger than I am. 
H e r  name is Lilly. Then I have a brother that's two years younger 
than rry younger sister, Lilly. His name is Ken. K-E-NJ-I. Ahd I 
had the youngest sister, which she died when she was five years old. 
She died in Japah. 

Q : What was her name? 

A: Her name was Shizue, S-H-I-2-U-E. 

Q: Mary Bell, except for your y o w e s t  sister aryd your broth=, the 
rest of you children have Biglish first names. Why is this? 

A: Well, my brothers name Kenji, We just say Ken, as Kenneth, That's 
the reason he didn't get any American m. mt the others, f don't 
know why ny parents decided to have two first names. One English name 
and one Japanese name. 
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Q: So tbe rest, you three oldest girls do have Japmese s-nd names? 

A: Yes. Yes we do. We a l l  do. 

Q: What is yours? 

A: Mine is Fuj iko, F-U-J-I-K+. 

A: Fujiko, took from Mt. Fuji. 

Q: Was it common t o  name your children after something s-pcial, like 
Mt. Fuji? 

A: Y e s  it is. When I was born, of course they already had a g i r l  
first and they wanted a boy. They didn't have any rmnes picked for a 
g i r l  and that the time my grardmther in Japan sent a beautiful 
picture of Mt. Fuji. And they said, "Oh her@ we go, w e ' l l  name her 
i t  'KO' is for the Japanese girls, always you put a K-O, 

Q: For girls? 

A: For girls. So that Mk. Fuji is the prettiest and the tallest 
m o u n t  in Japan. And that s what they thought 5 11 be. (laug-hter) 
Quite a thought. I ' m  the shortest in the family. (laughter) So 
that's the w a y  it went that I took the name Fujiko. 

Q: Were you called anythbq else besides Mary?  id they ever cal l  
you Fujiko? 

A: Yes, my m o t h e r  does. And my hwhrd does. Once in a while he ' l l  
call m e  F'u-chan. F-U-C-H-A-N. It's a, it's a--Chan is like a, like a 
nickname, you law here. Just a polite way of saying it. b k  the 
f i rs t ,  well you how, two, what do you call these? 

Q: F i r s t  two letters. 

A: F i r s t  two letters of my first name. So I have tFtD first  hwnes. 
One in mglish and one in Japanese. 

Q: Ib you have any special memories of growing up with your brather 
and sisters in Seattle? Did you do anything special . . . 
A: Oh yes. W e  had lo ts  of Japanese families there and when we 
finished school, P;mericm schml a t  3 : 3 0 we do come hame, have a 
little bite  of snacks and we w e r e  sat t o  Japanese school. Which is 
walking distance, it was oprated by the Japanese school teachers, of 
course, and we went there and studied fram four t o  six. And that's 
a11 Japanese girls and boys. But, of course, we a11 went together and 
Saturdays we took our lunch along too. Of Course, we walked to the 
schml with bmthers and sisters and all the friends, so we had a real 
g d  t h e  just -tin9 back and forth to classes everyday. Of 
carse, we had Japanese picnics a t  the sd~ml, t h i s  is Japanese 
school. They don't have it here in the United States. In Amerimn 










































































































































