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Preface

This manmuscript is the product of a tape-recorded interview conducted
by Dottie Hopkins for the Oral History Office on November 8, 1979.
Linda Jett transcribed the tapes and Dottie Hopkins edited the
transcript. Mary Bell reviewed the transcript.

Mary Bell was born to Japanese parents livirg in the United States
before World War II. She was educated in both American and Japanese
schools in Seattle and became proficient in both English and Japanese.

In 1939 Mary's family decided to visit their homeland. While in Japan
her father died. Fearing that she would not be able to support her
family should they return to America, Mary's mother decided to stay in

Japan.

With the beginning of hostilities between the United States and Japan
in 1945, Mary and her fanuly faced the difficult situation of being
Amerlcan citizens living in Japan. This memoir offers a unicque

perspective into World War II and how the Japanese pecple viewed their
leaders and the Americans during the war.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the mtervwwer, narrator and
editor soug = to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sa.ngamn State Umvers:Lty is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to Jjudge.

The manuscrlpt may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in wrltu*xg from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.
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Mary Bell, November 8, 1979, Divernon, Illinois.

Dottie Hopkins, Interviewer.

Q:r Maxy Bell, let's begin with your birth. Where were you born?
A In Séat;cle, Washington, on July the 17th, 1924.
Q: Okay, who was your father?
A: My father's name is Mitsuvharu which is M-I-T-$~U~H-A-R-U
N-A-K-A-M-U-R-A. Nakamura.
Q: Is that his last name?
A: Iast name, yes.
Q: Mitsuharu, that's one word, is your first name?
2: Yes.
Q: Ckay, he is oriental?
A: Yes, he is a Japanese man.
: Japanese.
A: Yes.,
Q: Was he born in the United States?
A: No, he was born in Japan.
Q: Vhere at?
A: In Tokyo.
Q: Tokyo.
A: Yes. Tokyo, Japan.
Q: Do you remember his birthdate?
A: No, I don't.
Q: Okay. Did he live in Tokyo for most of his childhood years?
A: Yes, up till he went to college.
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Q: Did he go to college in Japan?

A: Yes, he did.

Q: What was the name of the college, do you know?
A: I'm most sure it's Tokyo University.

Q: Do you know what he studied?

A: No. I could say that in Japan it's not like college here where
you have certain things to study. They do study all kinds of things.
So I don't know if he just studied one particular thing or, you know,
studied everything that they give you at the college.

Q: Did he go to any other school besides Tokyo University?

A: No, not after he finished high school. He went to college and
that's . . .

Q: In Tokyo?
A: 1In Tokyo. That's the college he went to.
Q: What was his family 1like?

A: Well, his family's background is very unusual. He comes from a
family of Buddhists, Buddha religion. They had a temple where he was
the first son in a family. In Japan, the first son becomes--inherits
the title of his father, sc naturally he was to be a priest. So his
father, grandfather, and great-grandfather were all priests in the
temple, and that religion is Buddhist.

Q: So your father became a priest?

A: No, not yet. He was sent to the United States to have more
education to be a better educated priest. So when he finished college
in Japan, he was sent over to the United States. But he never did
become a priest.

Q: Do you know why he didn't?

Ar Yes, Because after he came to the United States, instead of going
to college, he liked the freedom here so well that he didn't go back
to Japan. He never did become a priest, that's, you know, the reason.
He had gardeners, cooks, maids, servants, and a family. When you're
raised like that and come over here to the United States, naturally
he'll see the freedoms so well that he wasn't about to go back to
Japan to live in a small group where he's all tied down. That's the
reason I don't think he wanted to go back to Japan to be a priest.

Q: Okay, now from what you just said, it sounds like his family was
fairly well to do.

Ar Yes, yes.
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Q: 2Ard he was the eldest son?
A: Yes.

Q: VWhen he didn't follow his father and grandfather's footsteps and
become a priest, did this cause a problem with the family?

A: Oh yes, it did. I think they did discwn him. His brother,
younger brother, is the one who became the priest and took over the
temple in Japan where they used to live. Of course my father stayed
here in the United States.

Q: I don't know anythmg about the Buddhist religion, but apparently
the priests in that religion were allowed to marry; vwhereas as like in
the Catholic religion the priests are not allowed to marry, am I
correct?

A: His great—grandfather and grandfather wasn't allowed to marry, but
they did have a ceremony where later on he got married, because I did
meet my grandmother when we went back to Japan. But now they do

MAYLY »
Q: They do?

A: Oh yes., It's not as strict as the Catholic priests. They are
married.

Q: What did your father's family do for a living, do you know?

A: I don't know. If you know a little bit of Buddha rellglon, every
month and when a harvest time comes, all the pecple bring ew

to the house. Of course, like if you have a funeral, wedding, and all
those, they bring the money too. 2And with the land they have and
raise their food, I don't think they have too much problem having
their own food and supplies. They had a pretty good, you know,
sizeable ground.

Q: Is there anything you'd like to add about your father, his early
life that we haven't talked about yet?

A: Well, my father was a real happy go lucky person, and I think
that's another reason he didn't become a priest. He loves pecple, he
brings everybody to the house. Over the weekend he could have a house
full of people, you know, feedirng them, having dimner, having kids
around and people around. Like I said before, he likes the freedoms
so well, you know, he doesn't like to be coocped up in a small temple
itself. So I think maybe that is the reason, too, that he's a real
friendly, jolly person.

Q: Who is your mother?
A: Well, my mother's name is Fusaye, F-U-S8-A-Y-E, Nakamura.

Q: Do you know her maiden name?
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A: Yes. It's O-D-A-N-I, Fusaye Odani.

Q: What was her family 1like? Were they as wealthy or were they equal
to your father's family?

A: Well, they were pretty well-educated family, because her father
was a banker. He used to work at the bank at Tokyo. He had a pretty
big job because he had to take care of the money, have to go to the
safe and open up the safe and you have to be a pretty trusted person
to do that. My mother lost her mother when she was very young. So
she was practically raised by her father. She had a brother, and just
two in the family. So there was three all together but, I never did
see my mother's father.

Q: Where did they live in Japan?
A: In Tokyo also.
Q: Your mother's father was educated. Was your mother educated?

A: Yes. In those days girls didn't go to college. They finished
school, sixth grade, eighth grade and then they maybe go two years
after that. But my mother went to college in Japan.

Q: Do you know what college she went to? Did she go to Tokyo
University?

A: Yes. Ch no, she went to Ochanomizu, that means--it's the name of
the town. Ochanomizu University, it's O-C-H-A-N-O-M-I-Z-U. But I
don't think she completely finished it.

Q: Was her education at the university similar to your father's where
they would study all kinds of things?

A Yes.

Q: Do you have anything you'd like to add about your mother before we
move on?

A: VWhat do you mean by add on?

Q: Is there anything about her childhood that you think you'd like to
talk about before we . . .

A: Well, I could say that because my mother lost her mother when she
was young, and she had to kind of take care of her brother, she
started the family (pause) what do you call it, family life. When she
was young she was well adjusted to, you know (pause) how to operate
the house, (laughter) is what I'm trying to say, house. Household,
housekeeping, yes housekeeping is what it is.

Q: That's very interesting. So she was quite prepared when she
married your father then for housekeeping?
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A: Yes. Ohyes. She's gocd in cocking, good in sewing, she's just
about good in everything I think. She was real smart in studying
because, of course, her father wanted her to go to college. But in
the meantime, in housekeeping she was doing real good, too.

Q: Along the line of housekeeping and sewmg, you have some pictures
in your living room that lock like paintings, but they're really
enbroidery the Japanese girls are taught. Was your mother taught
this, does she do this?

A: Yes, she really is good in embroldery, crecheting, and all those.
Enitting and, of course, sewing, she is really good at that.

Q: Was that something that most Japanese girls had to learn, this
type of handwork?

A: Yes., Befcre they get married they even go to a school about a
year, ard they learn how to sew their own kimonos that they wear, and
they have to know how to coock. They do have to know how to arrange
flowers by the seasons, because you have all different kinds of
flowers, as you know in the year. And you have to learn how to cook.
You learn that in Japan before you get married.

Q: Do you learn this even if you're from a poor family or a rich
family?

A: It doesn't matter at all. Most people do go to school after you
finish high school or college or durlng that year, last year you're in
school. And if you know you're going to get married, scme pecple
start about two years before they are going to graduate, if they want
to take a long time to learn. Because when your in school, going to
high school or college you don't have much time, so you go abcut a
couple of years,

Q: How did your parents meet? Do you know how they . . .

A: No, T think it was the arranged marriage that~-I don't think they
themselves met with each other in a certain place. The family
arranged both families to meet together at their house, so it's not
like love at first sight over here. (laughter)

Q: Do you know anything about arranging the marriages? Would they be
arranged when the boy and girl were very young, or would they be
something that the parents would do when their children were older?
They would wait and make the arrangements when she was a small child
or vhen she was . . .

A: No, I imagine when she was in college, but there's lots of
families that already have their plans when they're graduating from
grade school. If you are a banker's family, of course, you would have
your friends in the banking line. And if you are in the

store, then a grocery store. AaAnd if a person has a teacher in the
faInJ.ly, and mother or father either one is a teacher, you have teacher
friends. Those children do get together, they kind of arrange it so
they would sort of match. 2nd that's all they do in Japan.
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Q: When a couple was married—when they got married~-did they have
like a dowry? Would the bride have to take scmething to her husband's
family, or she'd have to bring in so many household goods, or maybe
land or money. Did they have anything like this, was there any
exchange like that, do you know?

A: No. Not the land, but they do bring the money in. fThey have so
much. Tt's just a token of the ceremony. Before they have the
ceremony they do bring a little money in like a contract, or down
payment. Like if you buy a piece of furniture over here, you put a
little money down. That's what they do in Japan. And I'm most sure
they did it that way, too, before the ceremony.

Q: Do you remember when your parents were married? Do you know?
A: No, I don't have any idea when they got married.
Q: Do you know what type of ceremony that had?

Ar Yes, I'm most sure they had the Buddha ceremony. They wear those
long kimonos, and by the Buddha priest. Buddhist priest.

Q: Did they have a special kimono that they wore for a wedding?

A: No, they don't. Just a special long Japanese kimono that they
would like themselves, that they chose.

Q: Do they, the bride or the groom have a special ornament that they
wear or carry when they get married?

A: Yes, on their head, when they had their nice hairdo, like, I'm
talking about the woman who had the mother, they do use the old
ornament, like they stick a pen, comb-like, comes from dewn the
grandmother. I know my mother used one of those cause she was saying
she had that. But other than that I don't know what she used. You
stick it, you have those big, you know, it's like a . . .

Q: Puffs?

A: I don't know what you call it but it's like layers and layers of

hairdo. And you'd put the pretty . . . Yes, like dolls, the Japanese
dolls hairdo, you'd put those pretty combs in. So I'm most sure she

had more than one.

Q: Yes, they would be very pretty. Well, after your parents were
married did they live in Tokyo?

A: No. They came right back, right to the United States.

Q: So when your mother and father got married, he had been discwned
by his parents, already by his family.

A: Yes.

Q: So then they moved to—your parents moved to the United States?
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A: That's true.

Q: And to where did they move?

A: To Seattle, Washington.

Q: To Seattle.

A: Yes.

Q: Do you know why they settled in Seattle?

A: Well, in those days most people were coming straight to the harbor
from Yokahama Harbor Straight to Seattle where they had the shipping
dock over there. I think he followed his friends who were a couple of
years before and a year before. It was kird of styled like that so
many people were coming to the United States to live. And seeking
jobs and seeking education. So I think my father took University--he
wanted to come because his father wanted him to come and have
education.

Q: Do you remember when they came to the United States?
A: No. I don't.

Q: Do you know if they had any problems in adjusting to Seattle or
adjusting to their life in the United States?

A: No, I heard that my father was sort of like a leader. He likes to
gather friends together and he became cne of the leaders where he
settled and where he settled at East Spruce Street they had a Japanese
Community on both sides. Both sides of the street is more of oriental
people and of course they built a Japanese Buddha Temple church to go
to. They had a once a month gathering where they played cards, had
picnic outside, so they could all get together with Japanese people.
So I don't think they had any problem.

Q: Well, that's goocd. What did your father do in Seattle? What kind
of living did he . . .

A: Well, since he didn't go to college, he quit right away seems like
the way I understand.

Q: This is college in the United States? He quit right away?

A: Yes, he quit right away. Of course he went back to get married
and came back to the United States. He worked at the Pacific Hotel.

I don't know what he became then. But when—later on when we all went
to Japan he was assistant manager then. So I imagine he started from
the bottom. T don't know if he worked in a restaurant or he worked in
the, I mean in the restaurant part of the hotel. I don't think he
became a bellboy because he's not strong encugh arnd I surely don't
think he'll accept a job like that, when he thinks he's, you know,
pretty well educated then. But he might've, I don't know. But the
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last I know is, he was assistant manager when he came back to Japan.
When we went to Japan.

Q: The Pacific Hotel, was that a Japaneée ovned hotel?

A: No. It's a regular American hotel. It's a big hotel. It's about
a block big. I don't know how many stories, I can't even recall now.
Six or seven stories then, I think. It's a pretty big brick hotel,
red brick hotel then, I think I recall.

Q: Okay.

A: He has to get a job because he has to start his family, too. 2and
probably already had started a family, I think.

Q: So they, when they moved to the United Stated, they didn't have
any children yet?

A: That's true.

Q: They started raising their children after they got, they started
having children and raising them after they got to the United States?

Ar Yes.

Q: How many children did they have?
A: Five.

Q: Boys? Girls?

A: Four girls and one boy.

Q: How did you fit in age wise?

A: T have an older sister, three years older than I am. Her name was
Helen. She passed away five years ago. I come next, I'm the second
one. Then I have a younger sister, three years younger than I am.

Her name is Lilly. Then I have a brother that's two years younger
than my yourger sister, Lilly. His name is Ken. K-E-N-J-I. And T
had the youngest sister, which she died when she was five years old.
She died in Japan.

Q: What was her name?
A: Her name was Shizue, S-H-I-Z-U-E.

Q: Mary Bell, except for your youngest sister and your brother, the
rest of you children have English first names. Why is this?

A: Well, my brothers name Kenji, we just say Ken, as Kenneth. That's
the reason he didn't get any American name. But the others, I don't

know why my parents decided to have two first names. One English name
and one Japanese name.
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Q: So the rest, you three oldest girls do have Japanese second names?
Ar Yes, Yes we do. We all do.

Q: What is yours?

A: Mine is Fujiko, F-U-J~I-K-O.

Q: Fujiko?

A: Fujiko, took from Mt. Fuji.

Q: Was it common to name your children after something special, like
Mt. Fuji?

A: Yes it is, When I was born, of course they already had a girl
first and they wanted a boy. They didn't have any names picked for a -
girl and that the time my grandmother in Japan sent a beautiful
picture of Mt. Fuji. And they said, "Ch here we go, we'll name her
Fuji," 'Ko' is for the Japanese girls, always you put a K-O.

Q: For girls?

A: For girls. So that Mt. Fuji is the prettiest and the tallest
mount in Japan. And that's what they thought I'l11 be. (laughter)
Quite a thought. I'm the shortest in the family. (laughter) So
that's the way it went that I toock the name Fujiko.

Q: Were you called anything else besides Mary? Did they ever call
you Fujiko?

Ar Yes, my mother deoes. And my husband does., Once in a while he'll
call me Fu-chan. F-U-C-H-A-N. It's a, it's a-~Chan is like a, like a
nickname, you know here. Just a polite way of saying it. Took the
first, well you know, two, what do you call these?

Q: Tirst two letters.

A: First two letters of my first name. So I have two first names.
One in English and one in Japanese.

Q: Do you have any special memories of growing up with your brother
and sisters in Seattle? Did you do anything special . . .

A:; Ch yes. We had lots of Japanese families there and when we
finished school, American school at 3:30 we do come home, have a
little bite of snacks and we were sent to Japanese school. Which is
walking distance, it was operated by the Japanese school teachers, of
course, and we went there and studied froem four to six. And that's
all Japanese girls and boys. But, of course, we all went together and
Saturdays we took cur lunch along toc. Of course, we walked to the
school with brothers and sisters and all the friends, so we had a real
good time just commutirng back and forth to classes everyday. Of
course, we had Japanese picnics at the school, this is Japanese
school. They doni't have it here in the United States. In American
















































































































































































































