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John Bellaver, W i t t ,  I l . l . i a o i s ,  A p r i l  1, 1985. 

Carl Ohlinger,  Interviewer.  

A: We had t o  pick all. t h e  coal out  by hand when I started, Your dad 
[Wry Ann Johnson's] come here and he s t a r t e d  working t he  o l d  nine. Then 
he g o t  a job up here as Cort Camp. 

N: [Mary Ann Johnson, n i ece  of M r .  Bel.l.aver and f a c i l i t a t o r  of t h i s  
interview.] Was t h e r e  an o lde r  mine? 

A: Why, t he  Rice Mi1.Ler Mine here i n  H i l l sbo ro .  

N: The Hil.l.sboro mtne? 

A :  Yes,  you remember t h a t ,  d o n ' t  you? Your grandpa worked there f o r  
years . 
Q: What was the name of t h a t  mine? 

A: What? 

A: The H i l l s b o r o  mine? That 's  w h a t  i t  was, the  Hil . l .sbaro mine. 

Q: Who awned that mine? 

A: R i c e  N i 1 2 k r .  

Q: R i c e  Mil.ler. He owned a I.ot of mines,  d i d n ' t  he? 

A: No, he owned t h a t  one,  and he w a s  the  receiver f o r  one a£ them, a t  
Nokomis. That ' s  the last one; then  he d i e d ,  too.  

Q: So did all of you work in Pennsy1:vania first? 

A: I never worked 5n the mines at all. there . . . 
Q: N 0 . t  in Pennsylvania? 

A: S tar ted  s i g h t  here. 

Q: And t ha t ' s  it? 

A: See, I was three years o l d  when I came here. 
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Q: But your dad was i n  Pennsyl.vanfa, then? 

A: Yes, he come from 1tal .y  r i g h t  t he re .  

Q :  Okay, why did he come from Ital .y? Why d i d  he 3.eave there? 

A: Well, he had t o  make a l i v i n g  and he cou ldn ' t  make i t  i n  Ita1.y. 

Q: Oh, coul.dn' r he? 

A: Why, no, t h e r e ' s  no work over t he re .  

Q: 1 thought they had 1.ike d a i r y  farming and th ings  E k e  t h a t .  

A: (1.aughs) Not where my d a d ' s  at. 

Q:  No? 

A: No, I d o n ' t  h o w  what they d i d ,  rea1.l.y I don ' t .  

Q: Was i t  g e t t i n g  bad, o r  i t  always had been bad? 

A: ~t was g e t t i n g  worse. 

Q: How come? 

A: There w a s  no labor  t h e r e ,  no kind of [work]. They go work f o r  a 
fa rmer ,  t h a t  owned t h e  land;  they d i d n ' t  own nothing.  They wotked l i k e  
plantation slaves, the same t h ing .  

Q: Well, I w a s  just wondering why t h a t  particular t ime? What was it ,  
1893? 

A: I d o n ' t  know, he come here . . . 
N: Uncle Harry said 1893. 

A: I imagine . . . I don ' t  h o w  j u s t  exact]-y, we].]., I imagine . . . Be 
d i d n ' t  work I.ong i n  Pennsylvania,  because he s u r e  ha ted  i t  ou t  there,  
Well., he "couldn' t make no money. 

Q: Nor: i n  Pennsyl-vania? 

A: No, f i f t y  c e n t s  a day. 

Q: Oh, yeah? That 's  very  1 .0~ .  Why do they pay so ].ow out  these? 

A: The company had them; t h a t ' s  why they paid so ].ow. 

Q: What was t h e  company, do  you remember? 

A: a Well, 1'l.l tel.1. you what i t  was, it was--yes, I d i d .  [Andrew] 
Mell.on owned about every thing out  there. Andrew Hellon. 
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Q: And t h e r e  wasn't any union, was t he re?  

A: No, no. 

Q:  Not at a l l ?  

A: No union, the first union was when my dad come here. They had t h e  
union he re ,  when he was working a t  t h e  H i l l s b o r o  mine. Then they sunk 
t h i s  mine up here and my dad helped sink i t  and when they g o t  down t o  the 
coal, well ,  he go t  a job he re  and q u i t  going down there.  Quit t h a t  mine. 

Q: Quit the  mine in RiJ.l.sboro . . . 
A: Y e s .  

Q: . . . and j u s t  d id  the mine here? What was the  name of the mine 
here? 

A: Cort  Camp. 

Q: Cort  Camp, yes. 

A: See,  the  guy owned the  mine was named Corr Camp; that was h i s  regul.ar 
name, Then he got  k i l 1 . d  i n  the  o1.d mine dawn t he re .  (1.aughs) 

Q: Down in Hil l sboro?  

A: Yes, i n  Kill.sboso mine. 0l.d Cort Camp and h i s  b ro the r  both got  
k i l l e d .  

Q: The owners got kil l.ed there, eh? 

A They d i d n ' t  own the mine. They w a s  working a t  t h i s  old mine. They 
had so ld  t h i s .  The Indiana and J l l i n o i s  bought it. F i r s t  Peabody bought 
i t .  Peabody Coal Company. 1 worked f o r  them, too .  

Q :  Okay, Peabody had t h i s  mine he re  f i r s t ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: And then who had i t  a f t e r  Peabody? 

A: Indiana and IX 1. inols .  

Q: And t h a t ' s  who had i t  when they got  kil . l .ed,  when these  people got  
killed? 

A: Y e s ,  they so1.d it t o  Indiana and I l l . i n o i s ,  and then  they went t o  work 
down at t h e  Hi1,lsboro ol..d mine, because t h a t ' s  where they I.ived, right i n  
Hil.l.sbo ro  . 
Q: I see ,  but  did they own t h i s  one up here? 
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A: They owned i t ;  they sunk it. 

Q: f s e e .  Going back t o  your d a d ,  where i n  1 t a l . y  d i d  he come from? 

A: Quero, 

Q: Quero, how d o  you s p e l l  t h a t ,  d o  you remember? 

N: 9-U-E-K-0, I th ink .  

A: Yes, I think i t  i s ,  yes.  

A: Yes, i n  Quero, 1 t a l . y .  

Q: Is t h a t  i n  no r the rn  I t a l y ?  

A: Yes, r i g h t  c l o s e  t o  Aus t r ia .  In facr ,  when my dad was born,  i t  w a s  
Aus t r ia .  Then they  had another  war, you know how they used t o  do t h e r e .  
And then Italy g o t  i t  back. (chuckles) He was Aust r ian  when he was  
barn. 

Q: Bel.l.aver, ts that an Austr ian name? A German name? Italian? 

A: I t ' s  more French. 

Q: More French. 

A: Tha t ' s  what i t  is. But r ea l l -y ,  Dad don ' t  know. They always l i ved  up 
there i n  them  mountains. Right  up i n  t h e  top  of t h e  mountaia. 

N: R i g h t  i n  t h e  Alps. 

Q: Real-ly? Was it t h e  Al.ps up t h e r e ?  

A: Yes, s u r e  i t  is.  Yes. I used t o  g e t  Dad t o  t a l k  about them mountains 
o u t  t h e r e .  But you know he never had any desire ever  t o  go back there.  
He never d i d .  

Q: Why no t?  

A: Because he d i d n ' t  l i k e  the condi t ions .  

Q: It was bad? 

A: He d i d n ' t  l i k e  the  condi t ions  over there .  

Q: He never had t h e  idea  of going back and g e t t i n g  a farm of his own? 

A: Oh, no,  no. He coul.dnlt  of farmed where he was a t  anyhow. Just 
Lit t le  patches was all they  ever had. J u s t  on t o p  of mountains. Now, 
Herman wen-t back. H e  was over there, my boy. He went aver there to 
I t a l y .  H e  saw where my mother 's dad and them was buried and all. t h a t .  



John Belllaver 

Q: In Quero? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Oh, he j u s t  went back t o  s e e  where everybody was bur ied?  

A: Yes, sure .  Him and a bunch of t eache r s  from Al.ton. He's out of 
Altan,  s ee ,  and a bunch of teachers  took a t r i p  one summer, and he went 
with them, and they a l l  went over t h e r e .  

Q: Oh. T h a t ' s  nea t .  

A: Yes. It i s .  

Q:  Did many peop le  from Quera, I t a l y  move here? 

A: P r e t t y  near  a l l  of  them. 

Q: Oh, real l -y? 

A: Yes, a11 around this camp here.  

Q: Oh, I s e e ,  most of  t h e  peap1.e around here are from that area of 
Ttal.y? 

A: A l l  around t h a t  area. 

Q: Who were t h e  f i r s t  people to come here?  

A: I t h i n k  it was o l d  man Keddemel. 

N: Was t h a t  how Grandpa found out  . . . 
A: Yes, that's how he found out .  He knew him, see,  from I t a l y .  And he 
w a s  here. And Dad was i n  Pennsylvania. So he wrote o ld  man Keddemel if 
he thought he cou1.d get a job i n  the nine ou t  he re  and he s a i d ,  yes. H e  
s a i d ,  "I'll g e t  you a job." You could  ge t  a job i n  t h e  mine. You could 
go w i t h  your  bucket i n  t he  morning and go t o  work. [You] d i d n ' t  have t o  
ask  hardly. But do you know how they l.oaded coal he re  i n  t h e  o l d  mine? 

Q: No. 

A: With a fork. 

Q:  Because i t  was so b ig  chunks? 

A: They wanted chunks, they d i d n ' t  want no slag. Now they want s lag.  
(chuckles) 

Q: Oh, yes. 

A: They want that s l a g .  With a fo rk ,  yes. 1 remember t h e r e  was a bunch 
of men working here a t  t h e  Hi l l . sboro old mine. [But] over a t  Gillespie--you 
know they had a l o t  of mines o v e r  t he re ,  Mt. Ol,ive and Gil.l.espie--they 
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w a s  paying t e n  cen t s  a ca r ,  [ f o r ]  ton  and a half car.  Ten cents a ton  
f o r  i t ,  

Q:  hat's very  low, 

A: Ten cen t s  a car. 

Q: And how many tons i n  a car? 

A: Ton, about a ton  and a h a l f .  And here they was only paying five 
cen t s .  So a 1.at of them q u i t  and went over t h e r e  and got  a job. 

N: They paid  you t e n  cen t s  a c a r  t h a t  you loaded. You were patd by t h e  
p i ece  then, 1 ike . . . 
A: We was here. Yes, bu t  we got e igh ty  some cen t s  a t a n  f o r  t h e  coal., 
what we loaded here. We g a t  around; i t  was a d o l l a r  and one cents i f  you 
Loaded, if the machine d i d n ' t  cut i t  f o r  you* I f  t he  machine c u t  i t ,  
they paid  eighty-nine cen t s .  They p a i d  us  eighty-nine cents. Because we 
got to run  t h e  machine. WE had t o  pay f o r  t h a t ,  you know. 

N: I f  you d i d n ' t  have a machine t o  c u t  i t ,  what'd you use? A pick? 

A: Yes. They d i d  a t  Nokomis. 

Q: You mean pick and, shovel., here .  J u s t  p ick ing?  

A: Pick i t  up from on the bottom, start and d ig  it ou t .  And then  you 
shoot i t ,  see? After you made a b i g  s l a b  underneath t h e r e  so you could 
go under five, s ix  feet, maybe f i f t e e n ,  twenty f o o t  wide, w e l l  then, 
you'd do a couple ho le s  on top ,  shoot i t  down, and thed you'd load i t .  

Q: And d id  you use b1.ack powder o r  . . . 
A: Yes, black powder, yes.  

Q: Black powder, yes .  

A: Here at last we was still using black powder, but  i t  was i n  pel1.ets 
though. We had t o  buy our  own powder. We had t o  buy al.1 our own tools 
and everything.  

Q: Yes. And d i d  you have t o  buy--is t h e r e  a company s t o r e  here f o r  t h a t  
o r  d id  you have t o  go t o  a 1.ocal. s tore? 

A: No, t he  company furnished--had the  powder and t h a t  stuff. But we had 
t o  buy our own picks and a1 1. No, they d i d n "  t ,  they d i d n ' t  have no 
company stares here .  W e  had a s t o r e  here ,  t h a t  suppl ied a11 t h e  miners.  
They had all t h e  miners '  suppl ies .  We had t o  buy them o f f  of them, 
though. 

Q: (chuckles) Yes. 



John Bellaver 

A: It was just like a company s t o r e ,  on1.y a guy owned t h e  store. 

Q: What was t he  name of t h a t  store? 

A: Clavelo. 

Q: Glavelo. Clavelo s t o r e .  Is t h a t  the  only s t o r e  here? 

A: That was the only one, when we come here. The miners b u i l t  a store 
up here.  They had a coopera t ive  s t o r e .  

Q :  What was  t h e  name of that store? 

A: The Miners Cooperat ive .  

Q: Miners Cooperative. That ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

A: Y e s ,  

Q: When d id  that start? 

A:  Gee whiz, I was, let's see, I was about 25 years old then. 

Q: Abodl: 1928 o r  1929,  something 1-ike that .  

A: Something 1.ike that. 

: Js that the  one Hugo P i z e s  ran? 

A: No. R e  run the  Clavelo s t o r e .  

N: Oh. 

A: Hugo P ize r  run t h a t  one, but the miners hired F r i t z  Moeh1,man. 

N: Oh, okay. 

A: See, F r i t z  Moehlman run t h i s  s t o r e  up here f a r  then until, they w e n t  
broke. Mine would s t a r t  sJ.acking down, mine d i d n ' t  work, lot of guys 
wouldn' t pay t h e i r  b.il.1 s,  

Q: When was t h a t ?  When d i d  i t  go broke? 

A: O h ,  God, i t ' s  been broke a whi1.e. The mine was closed down I think 
about 1930, something 1-ike t h a t .  

Q: 1930 year?  

A: Yes. 

Q: Okay, l e t ' s  bark up. m e n  you first started, your dad was here 
working a t  the mine over here, r i g h t ?  
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A: Yes. 

Q: Okay, when was t ha t  he came here ,  1903? 

A: I came i n  1903, he come before  t h a t .  

Q:  H e  came b e f o r e  that?  

A:  Y e s ,  he come around, hel l . ,  he was  he re  about  a year. See, my b r o t h e r ,  
my o1,dest b ro the r  and sister were born i n  the  a1.d country. 

Q: And what were t h e i r  names? 

A: Tony. 

Q: Tony. 

A: My bro the r  and T r i c i a ,  Gil ,dals  mother. 

N: Yes. 

A: They were born in t h e  old count ry .  O f  course, we couldn't afford to 
take them back w i t h  them. So a f t e r  Dad started working here ,  no, h e ' s  
working i n  Pennsyl.vania y e t ,  Tony and them sent f o r  him t o  come over .  
They s tayed i n  Pennsyl.vania then about a year and moved here.  

Q: Oh I see. They s t a y e d  i n  Pennsyvania and he came here and started 
working f i r s t .  

A: Yes. And then when he made enough money, (chuck1.e~)  he seat a t i c k e t  
t o  ge t  them here. 

Q:  They came on train? 

A: Yea. 

Q:  Yes. And t h a t  was 1903 when you came here ,  then? 

A: Around 1903, I was only about  two, three years old when I come here.  

Q: I see .  When you first g e t  here ,  were there any o the r  I ta1. ians here?  

A: Oh, yes,  sure.  Sure .  

Q: Al.1. over? 

A: Sure.  They knew peop1.e here .  

Q: And t h e y ' r e  from Quero ,  I t a l y ?  

A: Y e s .  The guy run the s t o r e ,  s ee ,  he come from Italy, too.  And Dad 
knew him. He come got us a t  t he  depot and took us  up there. We rented a 
house over here, you know, t h e  one next t o  Learla Delcandon, across the 
road ( i n  Schram City). 
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N: Yes. 

A: That house house there. 

N: 1s t h a t  t h e  first house? 

A: That was our  f i r s t  house. 

N: I'll. b e  darned. Did Grandpa and h i s  b ro the r s  build those  duplex 
houses? 

A :  Yes. 

N :  They had them bui l  t . . . 
A: See, we were l i v i n g  out  he re  on the farm. Reusslein,  you h o w  where 
Reusslein's farm i s  o u t  here? 

N: Yes. 

A: W e  w a s  7.iving out t h e r e .  And Grandpa-there was f i v e  b ro the r s ,  Only 
four  of them here ,  t h e  one i n  Pennsylvania,  s t i l l ,  he d i ed  there. 

Q: He never came, yes .  

A:  H i s  wi fe  d i d n ' t  want t o  move out  of that ho le  they  lived up these  i n  
Pennsy1.vania. (chuck1.e~) They l i ved  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  val.ley, up i n  t h e  
h o l e ,  but  sti1.l. they ca3.1. i t  t h e  val l .ey.  I was t a l k i n g  t o  my cousin 
yes te rday* I s a i d ,  "Is the creek s t i l l  running i n  f r o n t  of your house?" 
Be s a i d ,  "Yes, i t ' s  s t i1 . l  there ."  I s a i d ,  "1 don' t  t h ink  a bul ldozer  
wi1.L move t h a t  . " 
Q :  (chuckles) And that w a s  i n  Bridgevil.l.e? 

A: About four  mi les  out  of Bridgevi1.J.e. They ca1.l. it Bedel.ing, Pennsyl.vania. 
There used t o  be mtnes a l l .  along them h i l l s  there, you h o w .  My dad 
worked there i n  t he  mines. And h i s  bro ther  stayed t he re .  And s o  one day  
they t r i e d  t o  g e t  h i s  b ro the r  t o  come here ,  see. Be d i d  come he re ,  and 
he worked a l i t t l e  b i t  here i n  the mine, bur his w i f e  wouldn't move out  
of t h a t  dump they l i v e d  out  t h e r e .  Stil .] . ,  I cal1.ed i t  a dump. f w a s  o u t  
there a couple o f  t imes.  And h i s  w i f e  woul.dn't come, so  he had t o  go 
back. So he went back, and he died there.  Never did come here. Now, 
she come over here one time. Fina1l.y go t  her  t o  come see us ,  and you 
know, she wanted t o  stay here .  She s a i d ,  "I l i k e  i t  here now t h a t  I ' m  
here." 1 s a i d ,  "Yes, you can s e e  here."  1 s a i d ,  "With your eyes, you 
can ' t  s e e  nothing.  The sun don ' t  h i t  you u n t i l  10 o'clock." They were 
right i n  t h e  ho le ,  r ight :  i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  

Q: Y e s .  Rut they  d i d n ' t  come, then? 

A: No. EJo. Then she d i ed .  The boy came here .  The o l d e s t  boy, he  
worked he re  i n  the mine w i t h  u s ,  you see .  He s tayed wi th  us  down t h e s e  
and he worked here. And finally h i s  mother d ied .  When she  d i ed ,  he went 
back and t h a t  was the  end of i t .  
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Q: So when you g o t  here, you rented a place here. 

A: Oh, yes. 

9: h d  then you went out t o  a farm? 

A: Yes, went out on the farm ou t  here, but not t o  work t h e  farm. They 
j u s r  rented the house. 

Q: J u s t  rented the  house, yes.  

A: Yes. And then my unc l e  worked i n  the o ld  mine, and the rest of the 
uncles was working up here .  W e  had three uncles  including Dad. 

Q: And what were those uncles'  names? 

A: John, 

Q : John * 

A: h g e 1 . 0 ,  John, Angc1.0, and Pete. 

Q: And P e t e .  

N: And Grandpa was Matt. 

Q: And your dad ' s  name was M a t t .  

A: Matt, yes. Matteo, 

Q: Matteo. 

N: You want their 1 ta I . ian  names? (chuck1.e~) 

A: Matteo. 

Q: Yes, J don' t mind t h a t .  

N: Mart was Matteo. 

Q: Matteo. 

N: John was Giovanai. 

A: I wanted to name Noman, Matt. I t o l d  the doctor, you know, when 
Norman was born. O f  course ,  1 d i d n ' t  want him n a m e d  Matt, bu t  Dad didn't 
want him to. Didn' t  want m e  t o  name him Matt, 

N: They really Americanized [ t h e  names]. 

Q: Who d i d  t h e  Americanizing? The fami ly  o r  the school? 

N: The school ,  probably.  But Grandpa was . . . 



John Bellaver 1 L 

A :  No, my dad. Yes, he said, "No." So I said 1'11, just name h i m  M a t t  
h i s  second name. So Norman, I named him second name, Mattea. I was 
going to call. him Matteo but Doctor Telfosd put it Mathew, 

Q: Dr. Who? 

N: Telford.  

A: TeLford. George Te l fo rd .  

Q: And he did that, that's how some of that happened? 

N: A Lot of t ha t  happened that way, the birth certificates would be 
Americanized, woul.dn' t they? 

A: Oh, yes. 

N: Yes. 

Q:  hat's what happened? 

N :  Giwanni is John. And Ange1.o j u s t  stayed Angela the whole t i m e .  
Mathew became M a t t ,  Matteo. 

Q Now, these are the brothers? 

N:  Yes. 

Q: Yes. 

A: B v e  you go t  Guy on there? 

N: P i e t r a  and Guy, Fuitano. 

Q: Gui tano.  (1.ooking a t  pictures) 

A: Let's see old Guy, l e t  me s ee  a look at him, 

Q :  Terr i f ic  p ic ture .  

A: Yes. You know what Mart and all them used t o  call old  Guy. Be I.ook 
like a Arab. 

N: Y e s .  

A: They said, "Be's an Arab. " (laughs) Yes, o1.d guy. 

N: Angelo, John. 

A: This guy, this one here ,  he got k i l k d .  Horse kicked him. 

Q: What, who was that now? Which, which . . , 
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N: John, Giavanni. 

A: John. The youngest b ro the r .  
l eg .  

: And he died from that?  

Kicked him r i g h t  h e r e  and broke h i s  

A :  Dr. Swan gave him ch3.oroEorm, and he never did wake up. 

Q: He messed up on t h e  anes thes i a .  He d i d n ' t  know what he was doing. 

A: Eight  kids. Yes, and e i g h t  k ids  t o  feed. 

Q: Who took care of t h e  kids then?  

N: The Eami1.y. 

Q:  Did you t ake  them a1 1 i n ?  

A: No, they had t he i r  home down t h e r e .  

N: They were a l r e a d y  i n  the  dup1.e~  then. 

Q: L e t ' s  go back t o  something you s a i d ,  a duplex. Did you all bu i ld  
your own homes he re  eventual. ly? 

A: Yes, yes. 

Q: Who d i d  t he  buil-ding? 

A: They had carpenters here .  

Q: Oh, they d id  t h e  bui ld ing?  

A: Y e s .  No, the  ca rpen te r s  did i t  f o r  them. They didn't do no work. 
They wasn't v e r y  much . . . you know, them fe l lows come from the  old 
country,  l i k e  my dad and them, they wasn ' t  much on carpenter work o r  
anything l i k e  that.  Dad wasn't  even a good gardener.  Now h i s  brother 
was. See, his bro the r ,  Pete, he'd rather t i n k e r  around i n  t h e  garden 
then anything else. (chuck1.e~) My dad, he wasn't much of a gardener. 

Q: Yes. 

N :  They sort of combined t h e i r  t a l e n t s  . . , 
A: Oh, yes. 

: . . , l i ke  Uncle Pete  d i d  t he  gardening and Grandma d i d  the sewing. 

A: Grandma done p r e t t y  near al.1 the  sewing and a l l  tha t .  O f  course,  
they done most o f  i t  by a 1 i t t l . e  need1.e. 
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Q: Did she . . . 
My m a  had a machine though. She al.ways had a machine. 

She was a tailor. 

Enos's stil l ,  got that machine that my mother had. 

Oh, 1 see.  The one b r o t h e r ' s  w i f e  w a s  a . . . 
Mxtteo's wife was a t a i l . o r l s  d a u g h t e r .  

Oh, I see.  

She could  sew p r e t t y  good. 

Did s h e  make c l .o thes  f a r  t h e  famil-y? 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q:  What kind of c l .o thes  d i d  s h e  make? Everything? 

A: She could  make our  o v e r a l l s .  She knitted us sweaters, e v e r y t h i n g .  
She d i d .  

Q :  Oh. So t h e n ,  how many houses  were t h e r e  i n  this duplex? Two houses? 

A: Two houses. But t h e y  had . . . 
N: Four families. 

A: Let's see, one, two , . . 
N: There were f o u r  farnil . ies i n  two houses. 

A: Yes, e i g h t  rooms. 

E i g h t  rooms. There was . . . 
But there was d i f f e r e n t  houses .  

Four Earnil.es, two houses .  

You can see them houses .  They ' re  s.ti1.l these .  

Y e s ,  w e ' l l  d r i v e  down and look at them, 

Okay, y e s ,  I ' d  like ta see t h a t .  T h a t ' s  good. 

That guy s u r e  ain't t a k i n g  care of them t h i n g s .  

Oh, I ' d  s a y .  
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A :  I should have rea1.l.y bought them houses.  YOU know, just f o r  sent imental  
[ r ea sons ] .  

Q: Fix them up . 
A :  Harry s a i d ,  "By God, why don ' t  you buy them?" I s a i d ,  "Why i n  the  
he1.l don ' t  you buy them. ( l augh te r )  You go t  more than  I have." 

Q: Yes. 

A: 1 sarid, "1 go t  a house, I don ' t  need it." See, a f t e r  I g o t  married- 
when I first got  married--I J i v e d  dawn t h e r e .  We l i v e d  t h e r e  down i n  
Schram. Then Ma s a i d ,  "Well, John, i t ' s  tSme f o r  you t o  move ou t  of 
there ."  See, it w a s  all free r e n t .  I d i d n ' t  have t o  pay no r e n t ,  t h e  
house belonged t o  my dad.  H e  b u i l t  it f o r  my b ro the r ,  Tony, that house.  
And he s a i d ,  "Matt's going t o  need a house. You ren ted  t h e r e  now f o r  two 
yea r s .  We'll l e t  him have i t  f o r  two years." ( l augh te r )  

N: I d t d n ' t  h o w  t h a t .  

A: And then I moved up i n  Aunt ~urina's house, you know, one of them 
p1.aces there. Grey d i d n ' t  care, i n  f a c t ;  she l i ked  i t  better. Berause 
she was with  my mother then.  My wife ,  she liked i t  b e t t e r .  So she s a i d ,  
"That 's  f i ne . "  So Mathew, he was t h e  last one t o  l.ive i n  t h a t  house. 

: Which house w a s  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  remember . . . 
A: You know, s i g h t  t h e r e  by, by t h e  tavern ,  id Schram City,  when you go 

N: Oh, okay. That house is  gone now. 

A: No! No! 

N:  No? I t ' s  s t i l l .  there? 

A :  Oh, my God, no, i t ' s  s t i 1 . l  t he re .  ~ t ' s  t he  l as t  house as you go o u t  
here ,  before  you g e t  t o ,  before  you hit t h e  . . . 
N: Across from Woody's. 

A: Yes. 

N: Yes. 

A: Dad built that for Tony, s ee ,  my b ro the r .  See, Dad had bought a I.ot. 
They used t o  come around and sell them i n  them days, see. Company even 
so ld  them. 

Q: Company? Coal. company would sel.1 t o  you? 

A: Yes, They'd se1.l them. I bought a ].at over i n  G i l l e s p i e .  I wasn't  
even married. I s a i d ,  maybe 1 might need t o  ge t  a job over  t he re .  They 
had a mine over t h e r e ,  you know. So I went over t h e r e  one day, I s a i d ,  
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"Now, I d o n ' t  t h ink  I want t o  work over here." I t ' d  be an awful mine to 
work i n .  

Q: Where was t h i s  mine? 

A :  A t  Hennessey. By Gill.espie, just about: f ou r  m i l e s  east of G i l l e s p i e .  

hf : Did you se3.1. t h e  lot, then? 

8: 'No, j u s t  I . e t  i t  go. It was on1.y twenty-five dol.l.ars. 

N: Let  i t  go f o r  t axes .  (chuckles) 

A: Therc wasn ' t  nothing t o  i t ,  h1.y twenty-five d o l l a r s .  We had our 
times . 
Q: I be t .  

A: Yes, we d id .  We enjoyed them too. 

Q: Weren't t h e r e  enough houses i n  t h i s  area when you came he re?  For a l l  
the people?  

A: Oh, yes .  

: Therc were enough houses? 

A :  See, a l o t  of them had worked a t  t h e  nine, had l ived  i n  Hi l l shoro  and 
they walked i t ,  see up the t rack,  o r  rode it on a bicycle. Oh, yes, they  
had a l o t  of houses.  They're a11 gone, but  they took them a l l  down, ha l f  
of t h a  5s gone. Those houses been t a r n  down and everything.  This  one 
here, i f  I hadn ' t  bought t h i s  p lace ,  i t ' d  been gone. Cause i t  was d e t e r i o r a t i n g .  
I only g ive  f i v e  hundred d o l l a r s  f o r  t h i s  house and two f o r  t h e  e x t r a  30t 
when I bought it. Five hundred bucks. 

N: Just kept improving it. 

Q: I t ' s  n ice .  

A: Didn' t have nothing.  You cou1.d see through the waL1.s. And remember 
we had t h a t  old k i t chen  over t h e r e ,  s t t n k i n g  o1.d k i tchen .  Marie used t o  
ra i se  t h e  devil .  wi th  it. Col-d, had a hea t ing  s tme s i t t i n g  here f n  the  
wia t e r  time. So one day ,  I said, "I'll fix t h a t . "  So I j u s t  pu t  a 
fu rnace  i n  and I s a i d ,  "We'3.1. take care of that." So we kept p r e t t y  good 
a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q: Why d i d  everybody come t o  t h i s  a rea?  

A: There  was a l o t  of work here .  

Q: Ins tead  of going t o  Hill.sboro? Was r i g h t  here t h a t  t h e  mine was?  

A: A la2 of work a l l  around here .  
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A: Well, I ' l l  t e l l  you, i n  them days the b igges t  past o f  the miners 
t r ied t o  g e t  as c l o s e  t o  t h e  work a s  they had t o  because they had t o  
walk. In the  winter time, it w a s  breezy ou t  these .  W e  used t o  walk from 
down t h e r e  t o  up he re  t o  the mine, you h o w ,  Come up the r a i l r o a d  track. 
They killai f o u r  miners coming up t h e  r a i l - r o a d  t r a c k  one night here. 
Train d id .  It was r a i n i n g  1 i k e  the d e v i l  and they was all, you know, was 
walking on t h e  s l d e .  Big passenger t r a i n  come down there about n i n e t y  
miles an hour.  He  couldn ' t  see anyone. H e  even blow& h i s  whistle, but  
heck, n i n e t y  miles an hour,  i t  wasn't doing very much good. K i l l e d  four  
of them. One of them was our cous ia ,  too .  

Q: Oh, geez.  

A: Tony saw him. My hro thec ,  Tony. He '  s a d e v i l .  ( l augh te r )  Yes. 

9: So t h a t ' s  why everybody l.ived i n  t h i s  area, i t  was r e a l l y  rough t o  
walk back and f o r t h .  Lt was cold.  

A: Sure,  t h a t  walking will. ki1.l  you. 

Q: Was t h e r e  kind of a group here ,  tha,t  you wau1.d pool  your money f o r  
t h ings?  

A: No. 

Q: Did  you take  al l .  your money, l i k e  a f r a t e rna l .  group? 

A: Just family* j u s t  family.  Family was t h e  on1.y t h ing  you ever pool.ed. 

Q : J u s t  fami1.y. 

A: Not even the banks got  very  much of it .  Didn' t make enough. (chuckles)  
We done p r e t t y  good, though, i n  t h e  mines, us  guys. Because we  worked 
s t e a d y ,  you know. A l o t  of people go t o  the mine and they  mfght as well. 
s tayed home. Yes, bunch of l azy  skunks. 

9: You mean, they  d i d n ' t  work hard? 

A: Yes, they wouldn't do nothing.  

Q: Wel-l., how was t h e  work o rgan ized?  Did you work i n  two and t h r e e s ?  

A: Two. 

Q: Two of you. Did you have what, a miner aad a he lpe r?  

A: No, both of them were miners. 

Q: Both of them miners? 

A:  Now, look,  when 1 started i n  the mine, m e  and my b ro the r  were twins.  










































































































