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John Bellaver, W i t t ,  I l . l . i a o i s ,  A p r i l  1, 1985. 

Carl Ohlinger,  Interviewer.  

A: We had t o  pick all. t h e  coal out  by hand when I started, Your dad 
[Wry Ann Johnson's] come here and he s t a r t e d  working t he  o l d  nine. Then 
he g o t  a job up here as Cort Camp. 

N: [Mary Ann Johnson, n i ece  of M r .  Bel.l.aver and f a c i l i t a t o r  of t h i s  
interview.] Was t h e r e  an o lde r  mine? 

A: Why, t he  Rice Mi1.Ler Mine here i n  H i l l sbo ro .  

N: The Hil.l.sboro mtne? 

A :  Yes,  you remember t h a t ,  d o n ' t  you? Your grandpa worked there f o r  
years . 
Q: What was the name of t h a t  mine? 

A: What? 

A: The H i l l s b o r o  mine? That 's  w h a t  i t  was, the  Hil . l .sbaro mine. 

Q: Who awned that mine? 

A: R i c e  N i 1 2 k r .  

Q: R i c e  Mil.ler. He owned a I.ot of mines,  d i d n ' t  he? 

A: No, he owned t h a t  one,  and he w a s  the  receiver f o r  one a£ them, a t  
Nokomis. That ' s  the last one; then  he d i e d ,  too.  

Q: So did all of you work in Pennsy1:vania first? 

A: I never worked 5n the mines at all. there . . . 
Q: N 0 . t  in Pennsylvania? 

A: S tar ted  s i g h t  here. 

Q: And t ha t ' s  it? 

A: See, I was three years o l d  when I came here. 
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Q: But your dad was i n  Pennsyl.vanfa, then? 

A: Yes, he come from 1tal .y  r i g h t  t he re .  

Q :  Okay, why did he come from Ital .y? Why d i d  he 3.eave there? 

A: Well, he had t o  make a l i v i n g  and he cou ldn ' t  make i t  i n  Ita1.y. 

Q: Oh, coul.dn' r he? 

A: Why, no, t h e r e ' s  no work over t he re .  

Q: 1 thought they had 1.ike d a i r y  farming and th ings  E k e  t h a t .  

A: (1.aughs) Not where my d a d ' s  at. 

Q:  No? 

A: No, I d o n ' t  h o w  what they d i d ,  rea1.l.y I don ' t .  

Q: Was i t  g e t t i n g  bad, o r  i t  always had been bad? 

A: ~t was g e t t i n g  worse. 

Q: How come? 

A: There w a s  no labor  t h e r e ,  no kind of [work]. They go work f o r  a 
fa rmer ,  t h a t  owned t h e  land;  they d i d n ' t  own nothing.  They wotked l i k e  
plantation slaves, the same t h ing .  

Q: Well, I w a s  just wondering why t h a t  particular t ime? What was it ,  
1893? 

A: I d o n ' t  know, he come here . . . 
N: Uncle Harry said 1893. 

A: I imagine . . . I don ' t  h o w  j u s t  exact]-y, we].]., I imagine . . . Be 
d i d n ' t  work I.ong i n  Pennsylvania,  because he s u r e  ha ted  i t  ou t  there,  
Well., he "couldn' t make no money. 

Q: Nor: i n  Pennsyl-vania? 

A: No, f i f t y  c e n t s  a day. 

Q: Oh, yeah? That 's  very  1 .0~ .  Why do they pay so ].ow out  these? 

A: The company had them; t h a t ' s  why they paid so ].ow. 

Q: What was t h e  company, do  you remember? 

A: a Well, 1'l.l tel.1. you what i t  was, it was--yes, I d i d .  [Andrew] 
Mell.on owned about every thing out  there. Andrew Hellon. 
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Q: And t h e r e  wasn't any union, was t he re?  

A: No, no. 

Q:  Not at a l l ?  

A: No union, the first union was when my dad come here. They had t h e  
union he re ,  when he was working a t  t h e  H i l l s b o r o  mine. Then they sunk 
t h i s  mine up here and my dad helped sink i t  and when they g o t  down t o  the 
coal, well ,  he go t  a job he re  and q u i t  going down there.  Quit t h a t  mine. 

Q: Quit the  mine in RiJ.l.sboro . . . 
A: Y e s .  

Q: . . . and j u s t  d id  the mine here? What was the  name of the mine 
here? 

A: Cort  Camp. 

Q: Cort  Camp, yes. 

A: See,  the  guy owned the  mine was named Corr Camp; that was h i s  regul.ar 
name, Then he got  k i l 1 . d  i n  the  o1.d mine dawn t he re .  (1.aughs) 

Q: Down in Hil l sboro?  

A: Yes, i n  Kill.sboso mine. 0l.d Cort Camp and h i s  b ro the r  both got  
k i l l e d .  

Q: The owners got kil l.ed there, eh? 

A They d i d n ' t  own the mine. They w a s  working a t  t h i s  old mine. They 
had so ld  t h i s .  The Indiana and J l l i n o i s  bought it. F i r s t  Peabody bought 
i t .  Peabody Coal Company. 1 worked f o r  them, too .  

Q :  Okay, Peabody had t h i s  mine he re  f i r s t ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: And then who had i t  a f t e r  Peabody? 

A: Indiana and IX 1. inols .  

Q: And t h a t ' s  who had i t  when they got  kil . l .ed,  when these  people got  
killed? 

A: Y e s ,  they so1.d it t o  Indiana and I l l . i n o i s ,  and then  they went t o  work 
down at t h e  Hi1,lsboro ol..d mine, because t h a t ' s  where they I.ived, right i n  
Hil.l.sbo ro  . 
Q: I see ,  but  did they own t h i s  one up here? 
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A: They owned i t ;  they sunk it. 

Q: f s e e .  Going back t o  your d a d ,  where i n  1 t a l . y  d i d  he come from? 

A: Quero, 

Q: Quero, how d o  you s p e l l  t h a t ,  d o  you remember? 

N: 9-U-E-K-0, I th ink .  

A: Yes, I think i t  i s ,  yes.  

A: Yes, i n  Quero, 1 t a l . y .  

Q: Is t h a t  i n  no r the rn  I t a l y ?  

A: Yes, r i g h t  c l o s e  t o  Aus t r ia .  In facr ,  when my dad was born,  i t  w a s  
Aus t r ia .  Then they  had another  war, you know how they used t o  do t h e r e .  
And then Italy g o t  i t  back. (chuckles) He was Aust r ian  when he was  
barn. 

Q: Bel.l.aver, ts that an Austr ian name? A German name? Italian? 

A: I t ' s  more French. 

Q: More French. 

A: Tha t ' s  what i t  is. But r ea l l -y ,  Dad don ' t  know. They always l i ved  up 
there i n  them  mountains. Right  up i n  t h e  top  of t h e  mountaia. 

N: R i g h t  i n  t h e  Alps. 

Q: Real-ly? Was it t h e  Al.ps up t h e r e ?  

A: Yes, s u r e  i t  is.  Yes. I used t o  g e t  Dad t o  t a l k  about them mountains 
o u t  t h e r e .  But you know he never had any desire ever  t o  go back there.  
He never d i d .  

Q: Why no t?  

A: Because he d i d n ' t  l i k e  the condi t ions .  

Q: It was bad? 

A: He d i d n ' t  l i k e  the  condi t ions  over there .  

Q: He never had t h e  idea  of going back and g e t t i n g  a farm of his own? 

A: Oh, no,  no. He coul.dnlt  of farmed where he was a t  anyhow. Just 
Lit t le  patches was all they  ever had. J u s t  on t o p  of mountains. Now, 
Herman wen-t back. H e  was over there, my boy. He went aver there to 
I t a l y .  H e  saw where my mother 's dad and them was buried and all. t h a t .  
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Q: In Quero? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Oh, he j u s t  went back t o  s e e  where everybody was bur ied?  

A: Yes, sure .  Him and a bunch of t eache r s  from Al.ton. He's out of 
Altan,  s ee ,  and a bunch of teachers  took a t r i p  one summer, and he went 
with them, and they a l l  went over t h e r e .  

Q: Oh. T h a t ' s  nea t .  

A: Yes. It i s .  

Q:  Did many peop le  from Quera, I t a l y  move here? 

A: P r e t t y  near  a l l  of  them. 

Q: Oh, real l -y? 

A: Yes, a11 around this camp here.  

Q: Oh, I s e e ,  most of  t h e  peap1.e around here are from that area of 
Ttal.y? 

A: A l l  around t h a t  area. 

Q: Who were t h e  f i r s t  people to come here?  

A: I t h i n k  it was o l d  man Keddemel. 

N: Was t h a t  how Grandpa found out  . . . 
A: Yes, that's how he found out .  He knew him, see,  from I t a l y .  And he 
w a s  here. And Dad was i n  Pennsylvania. So he wrote o ld  man Keddemel if 
he thought he cou1.d get a job i n  the nine ou t  he re  and he s a i d ,  yes. H e  
s a i d ,  "I'll g e t  you a job." You could  ge t  a job i n  t h e  mine. You could 
go w i t h  your  bucket i n  t he  morning and go t o  work. [You] d i d n ' t  have t o  
ask  hardly. But do you know how they l.oaded coal he re  i n  t h e  o l d  mine? 

Q: No. 

A: With a fork. 

Q:  Because i t  was so b ig  chunks? 

A: They wanted chunks, they d i d n ' t  want no slag. Now they want s lag.  
(chuckles) 

Q: Oh, yes. 

A: They want that s l a g .  With a fo rk ,  yes. 1 remember t h e r e  was a bunch 
of men working here a t  t h e  Hi l l . sboro old mine. [But] over a t  Gillespie--you 
know they had a l o t  of mines o v e r  t he re ,  Mt. Ol,ive and Gil.l.espie--they 
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w a s  paying t e n  cen t s  a ca r ,  [ f o r ]  ton  and a half car.  Ten cents a ton  
f o r  i t ,  

Q:  hat's very  low, 

A: Ten cen t s  a car. 

Q: And how many tons i n  a car? 

A: Ton, about a ton  and a h a l f .  And here they was only paying five 
cen t s .  So a 1.at of them q u i t  and went over t h e r e  and got  a job. 

N: They paid  you t e n  cen t s  a c a r  t h a t  you loaded. You were patd by t h e  
p i ece  then, 1 ike . . . 
A: We was here. Yes, bu t  we got e igh ty  some cen t s  a t a n  f o r  t h e  coal., 
what we loaded here. We g a t  around; i t  was a d o l l a r  and one cents i f  you 
Loaded, if the machine d i d n ' t  cut i t  f o r  you* I f  t he  machine c u t  i t ,  
they paid  eighty-nine cen t s .  They p a i d  us  eighty-nine cents. Because we 
got to run  t h e  machine. WE had t o  pay f o r  t h a t ,  you know. 

N: I f  you d i d n ' t  have a machine t o  c u t  i t ,  what'd you use? A pick? 

A: Yes. They d i d  a t  Nokomis. 

Q: You mean pick and, shovel., here .  J u s t  p ick ing?  

A: Pick i t  up from on the bottom, start and d ig  it ou t .  And then  you 
shoot i t ,  see? After you made a b i g  s l a b  underneath t h e r e  so you could 
go under five, s ix  feet, maybe f i f t e e n ,  twenty f o o t  wide, w e l l  then, 
you'd do a couple ho le s  on top ,  shoot i t  down, and thed you'd load i t .  

Q: And d id  you use b1.ack powder o r  . . . 
A: Yes, black powder, yes.  

Q: Black powder, yes .  

A: Here at last we was still using black powder, but  i t  was i n  pel1.ets 
though. We had t o  buy our  own powder. We had t o  buy al.1 our own tools 
and everything.  

Q: Yes. And d i d  you have t o  buy--is t h e r e  a company s t o r e  here f o r  t h a t  
o r  d id  you have t o  go t o  a 1.ocal. s tore? 

A: No, t he  company furnished--had the  powder and t h a t  stuff. But we had 
t o  buy our own picks and a1 1. No, they d i d n "  t ,  they d i d n ' t  have no 
company stares here .  W e  had a s t o r e  here ,  t h a t  suppl ied a11 t h e  miners.  
They had all t h e  miners '  suppl ies .  We had t o  buy them o f f  of them, 
though. 

Q: (chuckles) Yes. 
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A: It was just like a company s t o r e ,  on1.y a guy owned t h e  store. 

Q: What was t he  name of t h a t  store? 

A: Clavelo. 

Q: Glavelo. Clavelo s t o r e .  Is t h a t  the  only s t o r e  here? 

A: That was the only one, when we come here. The miners b u i l t  a store 
up here.  They had a coopera t ive  s t o r e .  

Q :  What was  t h e  name of that store? 

A: The Miners Cooperat ive .  

Q: Miners Cooperative. That ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

A: Y e s ,  

Q: When d id  that start? 

A:  Gee whiz, I was, let's see, I was about 25 years old then. 

Q: Abodl: 1928 o r  1929,  something 1-ike that .  

A: Something 1.ike that. 

: Js that the  one Hugo P i z e s  ran? 

A: No. R e  run the  Clavelo s t o r e .  

N: Oh. 

A: Hugo P ize r  run t h a t  one, but the miners hired F r i t z  Moeh1,man. 

N: Oh, okay. 

A: See, F r i t z  Moehlman run t h i s  s t o r e  up here f a r  then until, they w e n t  
broke. Mine would s t a r t  sJ.acking down, mine d i d n ' t  work, lot of guys 
wouldn' t pay t h e i r  b.il.1 s,  

Q: When was t h a t ?  When d i d  i t  go broke? 

A: O h ,  God, i t ' s  been broke a whi1.e. The mine was closed down I think 
about 1930, something 1-ike t h a t .  

Q: 1930 year?  

A: Yes. 

Q: Okay, l e t ' s  bark up. m e n  you first started, your dad was here 
working a t  the mine over here, r i g h t ?  
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A: Yes. 

Q: Okay, when was t ha t  he came here ,  1903? 

A: I came i n  1903, he come before  t h a t .  

Q:  H e  came b e f o r e  that?  

A:  Y e s ,  he come around, hel l . ,  he was  he re  about  a year. See, my b r o t h e r ,  
my o1,dest b ro the r  and sister were born i n  the  a1.d country. 

Q: And what were t h e i r  names? 

A: Tony. 

Q: Tony. 

A: My bro the r  and T r i c i a ,  Gil ,dals  mother. 

N: Yes. 

A: They were born in t h e  old count ry .  O f  course, we couldn't afford to 
take them back w i t h  them. So a f t e r  Dad started working here ,  no, h e ' s  
working i n  Pennsyl.vania y e t ,  Tony and them sent f o r  him t o  come over .  
They s tayed i n  Pennsyl.vania then about a year and moved here.  

Q: Oh I see. They s t a y e d  i n  Pennsyvania and he came here and started 
working f i r s t .  

A: Yes. And then when he made enough money, (chuck1.e~)  he seat a t i c k e t  
t o  ge t  them here. 

Q:  They came on train? 

A: Yea. 

Q:  Yes. And t h a t  was 1903 when you came here ,  then? 

A: Around 1903, I was only about  two, three years old when I come here.  

Q: I see .  When you first g e t  here ,  were there any o the r  I ta1. ians here?  

A: Oh, yes,  sure.  Sure .  

Q: Al.1. over? 

A: Sure.  They knew peop1.e here .  

Q: And t h e y ' r e  from Quero ,  I t a l y ?  

A: Y e s .  The guy run the s t o r e ,  s ee ,  he come from Italy, too.  And Dad 
knew him. He come got us a t  t he  depot and took us  up there. We rented a 
house over here, you know, t h e  one next t o  Learla Delcandon, across the 
road ( i n  Schram City). 
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N: Yes. 

A: That house house there. 

N: 1s t h a t  t h e  first house? 

A: That was our  f i r s t  house. 

N: I'll. b e  darned. Did Grandpa and h i s  b ro the r s  build those  duplex 
houses? 

A :  Yes. 

N :  They had them bui l  t . . . 
A: See, we were l i v i n g  out  he re  on the farm. Reusslein,  you h o w  where 
Reusslein's farm i s  o u t  here? 

N: Yes. 

A: W e  w a s  7.iving out t h e r e .  And Grandpa-there was f i v e  b ro the r s ,  Only 
four  of them here ,  t h e  one i n  Pennsylvania,  s t i l l ,  he d i ed  there. 

Q: He never came, yes .  

A:  H i s  wi fe  d i d n ' t  want t o  move out  of that ho le  they  lived up these  i n  
Pennsy1.vania. (chuck1.e~) They l i ved  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  val.ley, up i n  t h e  
h o l e ,  but  sti1.l. they ca3.1. i t  t h e  val l .ey.  I was t a l k i n g  t o  my cousin 
yes te rday* I s a i d ,  "Is the creek s t i l l  running i n  f r o n t  of your house?" 
Be s a i d ,  "Yes, i t ' s  s t i1 . l  there ."  I s a i d ,  "1 don' t  t h ink  a bul ldozer  
wi1.L move t h a t  . " 
Q :  (chuckles) And that w a s  i n  Bridgevil.l.e? 

A: About four  mi les  out  of Bridgevi1.J.e. They ca1.l. it Bedel.ing, Pennsyl.vania. 
There used t o  be mtnes a l l .  along them h i l l s  there, you h o w .  My dad 
worked there i n  t he  mines. And h i s  bro ther  stayed t he re .  And s o  one day  
they t r i e d  t o  g e t  h i s  b ro the r  t o  come here ,  see. Be d i d  come he re ,  and 
he worked a l i t t l e  b i t  here i n  the mine, bur his w i f e  wouldn't move out  
of t h a t  dump they l i v e d  out  t h e r e .  Stil .] . ,  I cal1.ed i t  a dump. f w a s  o u t  
there a couple o f  t imes.  And h i s  w i f e  woul.dn't come, so  he had t o  go 
back. So he went back, and he died there.  Never did come here. Now, 
she come over here one time. Fina1l.y go t  her  t o  come see us ,  and you 
know, she wanted t o  stay here .  She s a i d ,  "I l i k e  i t  here now t h a t  I ' m  
here." 1 s a i d ,  "Yes, you can s e e  here."  1 s a i d ,  "With your eyes, you 
can ' t  s e e  nothing.  The sun don ' t  h i t  you u n t i l  10 o'clock." They were 
right i n  t h e  ho le ,  r ight :  i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  

Q: Y e s .  Rut they  d i d n ' t  come, then? 

A: No. EJo. Then she d i ed .  The boy came here .  The o l d e s t  boy, he  
worked he re  i n  the mine w i t h  u s ,  you see .  He s tayed wi th  us  down t h e s e  
and he worked here. And finally h i s  mother d ied .  When she  d i ed ,  he went 
back and t h a t  was the  end of i t .  
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Q: So when you g o t  here, you rented a place here. 

A: Oh, yes. 

9: h d  then you went out t o  a farm? 

A: Yes, went out on the farm ou t  here, but not t o  work t h e  farm. They 
j u s r  rented the house. 

Q: J u s t  rented the  house, yes.  

A: Yes. And then my unc l e  worked i n  the o ld  mine, and the rest of the 
uncles was working up here .  W e  had three uncles  including Dad. 

Q: And what were those uncles'  names? 

A: John, 

Q : John * 

A: h g e 1 . 0 ,  John, Angc1.0, and Pete. 

Q: And P e t e .  

N: And Grandpa was Matt. 

Q: And your dad ' s  name was M a t t .  

A: Matt, yes. Matteo, 

Q: Matteo. 

N: You want their 1 ta I . ian  names? (chuck1.e~) 

A: Matteo. 

Q: Yes, J don' t mind t h a t .  

N: Mart was Matteo. 

Q: Matteo. 

N: John was Giovanai. 

A: I wanted to name Noman, Matt. I t o l d  the doctor, you know, when 
Norman was born. O f  course ,  1 d i d n ' t  want him n a m e d  Matt, bu t  Dad didn't 
want him to. Didn' t  want m e  t o  name him Matt, 

N: They really Americanized [ t h e  names]. 

Q: Who d i d  t h e  Americanizing? The fami ly  o r  the school? 

N: The school ,  probably.  But Grandpa was . . . 
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A :  No, my dad. Yes, he said, "No." So I said 1'11, just name h i m  M a t t  
h i s  second name. So Norman, I named him second name, Mattea. I was 
going to call. him Matteo but Doctor Telfosd put it Mathew, 

Q: Dr. Who? 

N: Telford.  

A: TeLford. George Te l fo rd .  

Q: And he did that, that's how some of that happened? 

N: A Lot of t ha t  happened that way, the birth certificates would be 
Americanized, woul.dn' t they? 

A: Oh, yes. 

N: Yes. 

Q:  hat's what happened? 

N :  Giwanni is John. And Ange1.o j u s t  stayed Angela the whole t i m e .  
Mathew became M a t t ,  Matteo. 

Q Now, these are the brothers? 

N:  Yes. 

Q: Yes. 

A: B v e  you go t  Guy on there? 

N: P i e t r a  and Guy, Fuitano. 

Q: Gui tano.  (1.ooking a t  pictures) 

A: Let's see old Guy, l e t  me s ee  a look at him, 

Q :  Terr i f ic  p ic ture .  

A: Yes. You know what Mart and all them used t o  call old  Guy. Be I.ook 
like a Arab. 

N: Y e s .  

A: They said, "Be's an Arab. " (laughs) Yes, o1.d guy. 

N: Angelo, John. 

A: This guy, this one here ,  he got k i l k d .  Horse kicked him. 

Q: What, who was that now? Which, which . . , 
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N: John, Giavanni. 

A: John. The youngest b ro the r .  
l eg .  

: And he died from that?  

Kicked him r i g h t  h e r e  and broke h i s  

A :  Dr. Swan gave him ch3.oroEorm, and he never did wake up. 

Q: He messed up on t h e  anes thes i a .  He d i d n ' t  know what he was doing. 

A: Eight  kids. Yes, and e i g h t  k ids  t o  feed. 

Q: Who took care of t h e  kids then?  

N: The Eami1.y. 

Q:  Did you t ake  them a1 1 i n ?  

A: No, they had t he i r  home down t h e r e .  

N: They were a l r e a d y  i n  the  dup1.e~  then. 

Q: L e t ' s  go back t o  something you s a i d ,  a duplex. Did you all bu i ld  
your own homes he re  eventual. ly? 

A: Yes, yes. 

Q: Who d i d  t he  buil-ding? 

A: They had carpenters here .  

Q: Oh, they d id  t h e  bui ld ing?  

A: Y e s .  No, the  ca rpen te r s  did i t  f o r  them. They didn't do no work. 
They wasn't v e r y  much . . . you know, them fe l lows come from the  old 
country,  l i k e  my dad and them, they wasn ' t  much on carpenter work o r  
anything l i k e  that.  Dad wasn't  even a good gardener.  Now h i s  brother 
was. See, his bro the r ,  Pete, he'd rather t i n k e r  around i n  t h e  garden 
then anything else. (chuck1.e~) My dad, he wasn't much of a gardener. 

Q: Yes. 

N :  They sort of combined t h e i r  t a l e n t s  . . , 
A: Oh, yes. 

: . . , l i ke  Uncle Pete  d i d  t he  gardening and Grandma d i d  the sewing. 

A: Grandma done p r e t t y  near al.1 the  sewing and a l l  tha t .  O f  course,  
they done most o f  i t  by a 1 i t t l . e  need1.e. 
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Q: Did she . . . 
My m a  had a machine though. She al.ways had a machine. 

She was a tailor. 

Enos's stil l ,  got that machine that my mother had. 

Oh, 1 see.  The one b r o t h e r ' s  w i f e  w a s  a . . . 
Mxtteo's wife was a t a i l . o r l s  d a u g h t e r .  

Oh, I see.  

She could  sew p r e t t y  good. 

Did s h e  make c l .o thes  f a r  t h e  famil-y? 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q:  What kind of c l .o thes  d i d  s h e  make? Everything? 

A: She could  make our  o v e r a l l s .  She knitted us sweaters, e v e r y t h i n g .  
She d i d .  

Q :  Oh. So t h e n ,  how many houses  were t h e r e  i n  this duplex? Two houses? 

A: Two houses. But t h e y  had . . . 
N: Four families. 

A: Let's see, one, two , . . 
N: There were f o u r  farnil . ies i n  two houses. 

A: Yes, e i g h t  rooms. 

E i g h t  rooms. There was . . . 
But there was d i f f e r e n t  houses .  

Four Earnil.es, two houses .  

You can see them houses .  They ' re  s.ti1.l these .  

Y e s ,  w e ' l l  d r i v e  down and look at them, 

Okay, y e s ,  I ' d  like ta see t h a t .  T h a t ' s  good. 

That guy s u r e  ain't t a k i n g  care of them t h i n g s .  

Oh, I ' d  s a y .  
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A :  I should have rea1.l.y bought them houses.  YOU know, just f o r  sent imental  
[ r ea sons ] .  

Q: Fix them up . 
A :  Harry s a i d ,  "By God, why don ' t  you buy them?" I s a i d ,  "Why i n  the  
he1.l don ' t  you buy them. ( l augh te r )  You go t  more than  I have." 

Q: Yes. 

A: 1 sarid, "1 go t  a house, I don ' t  need it." See, a f t e r  I g o t  married- 
when I first got  married--I J i v e d  dawn t h e r e .  We l i v e d  t h e r e  down i n  
Schram. Then Ma s a i d ,  "Well, John, i t ' s  tSme f o r  you t o  move ou t  of 
there ."  See, it w a s  all free r e n t .  I d i d n ' t  have t o  pay no r e n t ,  t h e  
house belonged t o  my dad.  H e  b u i l t  it f o r  my b ro the r ,  Tony, that house.  
And he s a i d ,  "Matt's going t o  need a house. You ren ted  t h e r e  now f o r  two 
yea r s .  We'll l e t  him have i t  f o r  two years." ( l augh te r )  

N: I d t d n ' t  h o w  t h a t .  

A: And then I moved up i n  Aunt ~urina's house, you know, one of them 
p1.aces there. Grey d i d n ' t  care, i n  f a c t ;  she l i ked  i t  better. Berause 
she was with  my mother then.  My wife ,  she liked i t  b e t t e r .  So she s a i d ,  
"That 's  f i ne . "  So Mathew, he was t h e  last one t o  l.ive i n  t h a t  house. 

: Which house w a s  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  remember . . . 
A: You know, s i g h t  t h e r e  by, by t h e  tavern ,  id Schram City,  when you go 

N: Oh, okay. That house is  gone now. 

A: No! No! 

N:  No? I t ' s  s t i l l .  there? 

A :  Oh, my God, no, i t ' s  s t i 1 . l  t he re .  ~ t ' s  t he  l as t  house as you go o u t  
here ,  before  you g e t  t o ,  before  you hit t h e  . . . 
N: Across from Woody's. 

A: Yes. 

N: Yes. 

A: Dad built that for Tony, s ee ,  my b ro the r .  See, Dad had bought a I.ot. 
They used t o  come around and sell them i n  them days, see. Company even 
so ld  them. 

Q: Company? Coal. company would sel.1 t o  you? 

A: Yes, They'd se1.l them. I bought a ].at over i n  G i l l e s p i e .  I wasn't  
even married. I s a i d ,  maybe 1 might need t o  ge t  a job over  t he re .  They 
had a mine over t h e r e ,  you know. So I went over t h e r e  one day, I s a i d ,  
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"Now, I d o n ' t  t h ink  I want t o  work over here." I t ' d  be an awful mine to 
work i n .  

Q: Where was t h i s  mine? 

A :  A t  Hennessey. By Gill.espie, just about: f ou r  m i l e s  east of G i l l e s p i e .  

hf : Did you se3.1. t h e  lot, then? 

8: 'No, j u s t  I . e t  i t  go. It was on1.y twenty-five dol.l.ars. 

N: Let  i t  go f o r  t axes .  (chuckles) 

A: Therc wasn ' t  nothing t o  i t ,  h1.y twenty-five d o l l a r s .  We had our 
times . 
Q: I be t .  

A: Yes, we d id .  We enjoyed them too. 

Q: Weren't t h e r e  enough houses i n  t h i s  area when you came he re?  For a l l  
the people?  

A: Oh, yes .  

: Therc were enough houses? 

A :  See, a l o t  of them had worked a t  t h e  nine, had l ived  i n  Hi l l shoro  and 
they walked i t ,  see up the t rack,  o r  rode it on a bicycle. Oh, yes, they  
had a l o t  of houses.  They're a11 gone, but  they took them a l l  down, ha l f  
of t h a  5s gone. Those houses been t a r n  down and everything.  This  one 
here, i f  I hadn ' t  bought t h i s  p lace ,  i t ' d  been gone. Cause i t  was d e t e r i o r a t i n g .  
I only g ive  f i v e  hundred d o l l a r s  f o r  t h i s  house and two f o r  t h e  e x t r a  30t 
when I bought it. Five hundred bucks. 

N: Just kept improving it. 

Q: I t ' s  n ice .  

A: Didn' t have nothing.  You cou1.d see through the waL1.s. And remember 
we had t h a t  old k i t chen  over t h e r e ,  s t t n k i n g  o1.d k i tchen .  Marie used t o  
ra i se  t h e  devil .  wi th  it. Col-d, had a hea t ing  s tme s i t t i n g  here f n  the  
wia t e r  time. So one day ,  I said, "I'll fix t h a t . "  So I j u s t  pu t  a 
fu rnace  i n  and I s a i d ,  "We'3.1. take care of that." So we kept p r e t t y  good 
a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q: Why d i d  everybody come t o  t h i s  a rea?  

A: There  was a l o t  of work here .  

Q: Ins tead  of going t o  Hill.sboro? Was r i g h t  here t h a t  t h e  mine was?  

A: A la2 of work a l l  around here .  
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A: Well, I ' l l  t e l l  you, i n  them days the b igges t  past o f  the miners 
t r ied t o  g e t  as c l o s e  t o  t h e  work a s  they had t o  because they had t o  
walk. In the  winter time, it w a s  breezy ou t  these .  W e  used t o  walk from 
down t h e r e  t o  up he re  t o  the mine, you h o w ,  Come up the r a i l r o a d  track. 
They killai f o u r  miners coming up t h e  r a i l - r o a d  t r a c k  one night here. 
Train d id .  It was r a i n i n g  1 i k e  the d e v i l  and they was all, you know, was 
walking on t h e  s l d e .  Big passenger t r a i n  come down there about n i n e t y  
miles an hour.  He  couldn ' t  see anyone. H e  even blow& h i s  whistle, but  
heck, n i n e t y  miles an hour,  i t  wasn't doing very much good. K i l l e d  four  
of them. One of them was our cous ia ,  too .  

Q: Oh, geez.  

A: Tony saw him. My hro thec ,  Tony. He '  s a d e v i l .  ( l augh te r )  Yes. 

9: So t h a t ' s  why everybody l.ived i n  t h i s  area, i t  was r e a l l y  rough t o  
walk back and f o r t h .  Lt was cold.  

A: Sure,  t h a t  walking will. ki1.l  you. 

Q: Was t h e r e  kind of a group here ,  tha,t  you wau1.d pool  your money f o r  
t h ings?  

A: No. 

Q: Did  you take  al l .  your money, l i k e  a f r a t e rna l .  group? 

A: Just family* j u s t  family.  Family was t h e  on1.y t h ing  you ever pool.ed. 

Q : J u s t  fami1.y. 

A: Not even the banks got  very  much of it .  Didn' t make enough. (chuckles)  
We done p r e t t y  good, though, i n  t h e  mines, us  guys. Because we  worked 
s t e a d y ,  you know. A l o t  of people go t o  the mine and they  mfght as well. 
s tayed home. Yes, bunch of l azy  skunks. 

9: You mean, they  d i d n ' t  work hard? 

A: Yes, they wouldn't do nothing.  

Q: Wel-l., how was t h e  work o rgan ized?  Did you work i n  two and t h r e e s ?  

A: Two. 

Q: Two of you. Did you have what, a miner aad a he lpe r?  

A: No, both of them were miners. 

Q: Both of them miners? 

A:  Now, look,  when 1 started i n  the mine, m e  and my b ro the r  were twins.  
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Q: when was t h a t  you s tar ted? What date was t h a t ?  

A: S t a r t e d  i n  1917. 

Q: Okay. 

A:  And my dad took me and my b ro the r  in a t  the same t i m e .  See, t h e  
miners took their sons in. Anytime, when they  g o t  sixteen years 01-d, you 
could go into t h e  mines. But no t  before.  Now it's got t o  be 18, bu t  
then i t  was 16. We wasn't  any b igger  than t h a t ,  (1-aughter) Me and my 
b ro the r  Bill . . . 
Q: Well., 1917,  you weren't s i x t e e n  y e t ,  were you? 

A: Oh, yes .  1 was eighteen, I was seventeen. 

Q: You were s e v e n t e e n .  

A: I was sixteen. I was born i n  1901, see. 

Q: Oh, okay, yes. 

A: So m e  and my b r o t h e r ,  and then,  see ,  he took us i n .  Matt w a s  working 
wi th  Dad. Well, then ,  Matt w e n t  and worked w i t h  my brother Tony, and m e  
and Bil.1.  went in as one man, twins.  (laughs) So t h a t  way we got  a 
doubl.e, a tu rn .  The fel.lows s a i d ,  "Wel.l., 1 weat in with  my dad by myself 
at sixteen I only  get ha l f tu rn . "  

Q : Hal.£ t u rn .  

A: Yes, but with my bro the r ,  we  go t  them both, Of course,  we had f ixed  
t h a t  a l l  up after we got in t h e  mine a while .  We had fixed t h a t  up 
pretty good because my brother Rill, he was pretty 1-ively and he used t o  
d r i v e  mules, see .  He used t o  have mules i n  the mines. Wel.l., then  I got  
t h e  full turn j u s t  the s a m e .  That  way he g o t  paid company wages. 

Q: O h ,  I see. 

A: H e  go t  paid  company wages, 

Q: How much was a t u r n ,  how many cars or how many ton? 

A: Well, j u s t  whatever the d r i v e r  would br ing  you. Ten ton  was a good 
day ' s  work i n  the coal mine. 

Q: So you got  a half t u r n  and then you got  a f u l l  turn? 

A: Yes. 

Q: You g o t  a f u l l .  t u r n  because both of you were i n  the re ,  r i g h t ?  

A: Yes. We made i t  a fu1.l t u r n  by g e t t i n g ,  by us two kids. 
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9: Yes. So your dad and al.1 of you were ,making o u t  p r e t t y  well .  

A: O h  we done p r e t r y  good. We used t o  draw as high as a l o t  of t imes 
fou r  o r  f i v e  hundred do1 l a r s  wery two weeks. But we loaded coal,  we 
d i d n ' t  f o o l  around. See you g o t  paid  by t h e  ton.  I f  you d i d n ' t  load you 
didn '  t make no money. You'd j u s t  as wel .1  go home. 

Q: Why were you a b l e  t o  load so much coal? 

A: Because we knew how t o  mine coal .  My dad w a s  a good coa l  miner. 

Q: What makes a good c o a l  miner? 

A: You know how t o  shoot t he  coal. down so you could pick it  up with a 
S ~ O V  el., 

Q: A I.ot of miners d i d n '  t know how t o  do tha t?  

A: No, they d i d n ' t  want t o ,  they were too lazy.  

Q: What'd they do? 

A:  They j u s t  s ta rved  t o  dea th .  (1.aughte.r) 1'1.1 tell" you what they d i d .  

Q: Didn ' t  they know how t o  shoot t h e  coal.? 

A: No. A 1.ot of them didn '  t h o w  nothing.  

Q: Why d i d n ' t  they l e a r n  because then t h e y ' r e  going t o  s t a r v e  like you 
say? Why d i d n ' t  they ].earn? 

A: Because t h e y ' r e  s t u p i d .  You know some of them coul.dn't even w r i t e  
t h e i r  o m  names* Did you know t h a t ?  They could not  write their own 
names. Now my dad cou1.d. ( I  aughs) H e  wasn't  no dummy. You're darn  
root ing .  

Q: Were t h e r e  any bad acc iden t s  a t  a].]? 

A: In t he  mine? 

Q: Y e s .  

A: Oh sure. Not he re  so much but  a l o t  of people  got  h u r t .  See, t ha t ' s  
another  t h ing  about working i n  t h e  mine. Laziness.  See, you used t o  
have t o  take care of your own roof .  That 's  where they got  i t ,  from the  
t o p .  I f  you put  up a p r a p  i t  holds. I f  you d i d n ' t  i t ' d  come down on t o p  
of you. A 1.o.t of miners s a i d ,  "That ' l l .  hold. I t ' s  been up t h e s e  f o r  a 
while.  We'll  go ahead and 1.oad t h e  car .I1 Some of them got  k i l l e d .  

Q: D i d  you sound the  roof?  

A: Sure. You b e t t e r ,  1'11 t e l l  you. 
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Q :  Did all. t h e  miners sound t h e  roo f?  

A: I don ' t  t h i n k  now they  do. 

Q: But back then everybody had to sound t h e  roof? 

A: Yes sSs. You took care of your own place and your own h tde ,  boy. f f  
you got  h u r t  they c a r r i e d  you ou t .  That was i t .  And you knew what you'd 
done when you've got t o  come out of the  mine i f  you g o t  h u r t .  You stayed 
i n  the  o f f i c e  un t i l  they got  ready t o  come and ge t  you. There was no 
ambul.ance o r  anything, brother .  I ' v e  seen them hau l  them home i n  a 
wagon. 

Q: All h u r t  and everything e l s e .  

A: Yes sir. 

Q: So cornpaired t o  o the r  mines, t h e  n ine  down here,  how many accidents? 
Was i t  more than most mines? 

A: Yes, t h e r e  w a s  more men i n  t h e  mines. 

Q: Bow many men worked i n  t h e  mine? 

A: Five hundred worked there. Five hundred men worked there. 

Q: When you started there were f i v e  hundred there. 

A: You see f o r  the  coal  they got  ou t  they coul..d g e t  tha t  coal out  now 
with about two hundred, one hundred f i f t y  men. 

Q: Okay. Back in the time when you started you s a i d  there were mules, 
there were mules going i n  and s t u f f .  Were there any machines when you 
s t a r t e d ?  

A :  Y e s ,  t o  c u t  t h e  coa l ,  yes.  

Q: There were coal c u t t i n g  machines. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Bur i t  wasn't  a l l  then pick and shovel?  

A: N o ,  no. 

Q: What kind of machines were they? 

A: Just a little--we used t o  c u t  a t h r e e  f o o t  s t r i p  i n  underneath the 
coal.. 

9: I see. 

A: And then they'd pull .  i t  o u t ,  back it up and cut another  one. They 
c u t  i t  t h i r t y  foot  wide. 
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Q: The men t h a t  were working those machines d i d  they g e t  paid  by t h e  
day? 

A: By the  guy tha t  l.oaded t h e  coal.. 

Q: Oh, by t h e  coal. 7.oader. 

A: Yes. 

Q: He had t o  pay them out  of his wage. 

A: Yes, he had to pay them out  of our wages, See if wetd p ick  our own 
c o a l ,  p i ck  i t  d l .  and everything we go t  a d o l l a r  and one cents a ton. 
But i f  we p a i d  him we only got  e ighty-s ix  c e n t s  a ton.  

Q :  And he got  the o t h e r .  

A: And he got  t h e  o the r .  

Q: So he got  so much a ton then  f o r  c u t t i n g .  

A: Be g o t  so much f o r  everything.  I f  he had a good bunch o f  loaders, 
'what we ca l l ed  i t  them days,  t he  machine man made good money. 

9: And you guys were h a d i n g  then?  

A: W e  was loading ,   hat's a l l  we ever done. 

Q: We1.l then,  you weren ' t  rea1.l.y mlning. You were a c t u a l l y  j u s t  loading 
i t  a t  t h a t  point i f  he was us ing  t h a t  machine. 

A: No, no. The machine, when he c u t  t h e  pl-ace we had t o  shoot that 
coal.. 

9: What was t h a t  t h ing ,  j u s t  undercut t ing  it? 

A: J u s t  undercut t ing  i t .  

Q: And then you had t o  shoot  i t  anyway. 

A: Cer ta in ly .  Yes, bur i t  was t h e  same th ing .  I ' d  r a t h e r  shoot  i t  than 
mine i t  with a pick. You see I was working over a t  t h e  North Mine i n  
Noko~nis and he put  me t o  p i ck  work one day. We called it  pick work see. 
J looked a t  t h a t  super in tendent  and s a i d ,  "I don ' t  t h ink ,  I never  done 
any of ir." And my buddy s a i d ,  "This i s  easy. You j u s t  l a y  dowd and 
make your money he re  . I t  The next day I j u s t  picked up my l i t t l e  old 
Model-T Ford and I went over t o  T a y l o w i l l e .  I worked over t he re .  I 
said,  "I know where they 've got  machines. I'm no t  going t o  pick t h a t  
coal." O h ,  no. It 's too hard.  

Q: Those undercutting machines rea1l.y made a difference.  

A: Oh, yes. They made t h e  mines. 
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Q: You rea1l.y had t o  have sk i11  though t o  know how to shoot  t h a t ,  d i d n ' t  
you? 

A: That was the  main p a r t  because i f  you d i d n ' t  you'd ru in  your top.  
And i f  you'd r u i n  your top you'd get k i l l e d .  

Q: You mean t h e  roof?  

A: Yes, s ir .  Powder's just like anything e l s e .  It goes t o  the easiest 
p a r t .  And i f  t h e  roof was the s o f t e s t  i t  brodght i t  down with  i t .  But 
my dad had p r e t t y  good ski l .1 .  H e  was p r e t t y  s k i l l e d .  He never d r i l l e d  a 
hole  t h a t  went up l i k e  t h a t  [a t  an ang le ] ,  never. He  always d r i l l e d  
s t r a i g h t .  Sa id ,  "1t'l.l never go up." Be says, "It'll. kirk dom."  

Q: But a l o t  of miners d i d n ' t  know t h a t .  

A: No, they d i d n ' t  c a re .  

Q: How d id  your dad l e a r n  how t o  do t h i s ?  Was this i n  Peanayl.vania he 
learned ? 

A :  Well., hr had t o  pick i t  in Pennsylvania.  They had no machines the re .  
No machines at a l l .  They picked everything.  But t h e  coal  i n  Pennsylvania 
i s  d i f f e r e n t  than here .  The seam, you h o w ,  they 've  g6 t  seams i n  t h e  
coa l .  You could take a p ick  and bust  i t .  But you'd have t o  bus t  it, 
But here the  seam I.ays f l . a t .  And there i t  d i d n ' t  so they picked the 
r i m s ,  picked the s ide  and shot i t  t h i s  way. 

Q: And he re  i t ' s  d i f f e r e n t .  

A: Now up here  a t  Famersvi l . l .e ,  I worked there n ine t een  years. Tha t ' s  
t h e  s o f t e s t  c o a l  I ever  worked i n .  

Q: Tha t ' s  bad, i s n ' t  i t ?  

A: No, i t 's  good work. Boy, them big chunks. I ' v e  seen chunks of coal 
out  t h e r e  and they shoot  i t  by air, you know, They used t o  shoot i t  wi th  
a i r .  Chunks of coa l  weighed two ton  come out  on the job. But you could 
break i t  easy. It was a very good grade. You had t o  hold i t  and shoot  
i t .  Nokomis c o a l  w a s  the  worse t h e r e  ever  was, 

9: Was i t  a good burning coal. though? 

A :  It burned good but  Nokomis coa l  has  g o t  too  much sulpher i n  i t .  

9: Oh, does i t? 

A: Oh Lord. You know L went from he re  up to Nokomis t o  work f o r  Goaltan. 
And see if you d idn '  t clean your coal. and you loaded i t  they'd dock you 
f o r  it. I t ' d  cas t  you f i f t y  cents .  I f  you got  t h r e e  of them you got 
f i r e d .  

Q: Rea1l.y. What kind of s t u f f  do you mean by c leaning  it? 



John Bel.l.aver 22 

A:  Clean tha t  sulpher out of it. You s e e  i t  had al l .  them yellow s t r e a k s  
in i t .  You'd had to take your pick and clean t h a t  o u t .  

Q: Clean r h a t  ou t .  

A: Yes. I f  you didnt t 1 oad , they didn '  t want i t .  But you'd ge t  by wi th  
a l o t .  We used to take a s ledge  and bust  it and make it a11 pleces. We 
g o t  by with i t ,  Because you cou ldn ' t  c l ean  all t h a t  stuff. I was  t ry ing  
t o  c l ean  i t  and a guy came by and he said, "Hey, If you're going to do 
that i n  t h i s  mine you're going t o  g e t  no tonnage, You're g e t t i n g  paid by 
the ton. Load it .  Forget it.'' 

Q: And they didn't dock you then? 

A :  No. They knew how t h e  coal  w a s .  They h e w  you couldn' t  take i t  a l l  
out. Coal was worse i n  t h e  Nor th  Mine. North Mine was good work. I 
l iked  the North Mine b e t t e r  than  the Coalton Mine. 

Q: Why? 

A: Because i t  had b e t t e r  top ,  b e t t e r  work. 

Q: Easier t o  work. 

A: Higher coal., n i n e  and t en  f e e t  of coa l .  

Q: Big  seam you mean l i k e .  

A: Yes. 

Q: What was the seam l i k e  here? 

A: Five f ee t .  No, i t  was a seven f o o t  seam here .  

Q: That 's  p r e t t y  l a r g e .  

A: But you take up there by El.khart t h a t ' s  odly five feet.  But that  
mine never . . . 
N: They l.aid down on the machines a t  four feet .  

A: They've go t  all. machines. No, no they  can wa1.k f i v e  feet .  You can 
walk f i v e  feet.  

Q: It's just not too much, it's not a thick enough seam. 

A: Of course they might shoot  t h e  top down tab and make i t  o r  cu t  the 
bottoms 

Q: You were talking about this fellow t h a t  was running t h i s  undercutting 
machine. Who picked him out? Who hired him? You did yousse1.f or the 
company? 
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A:  No, no, the  company h i red  him h u t  t h e  company put  him on t h e r e .  See 
t h e  machine belonged t o  the  company. 

Q:  Was there such a t h t n g  as company men and o the r  med? 

A: Yes. 

Q E  Yes. And which ones were company men? 

A: Guys t h a t  Laid track.  Guys tha , t  throwed rock away, mu1.e d r i v e r s .  
A l l .  them were Company. 01-11 y guys t h a t  wasn' t company men was the loader .  

Q: But l e t ' s  s e e  now, you sa id  the  u n d e r c u t t e r  gets  pa id  by the ton.  

A: He gets paid  by the  ton  by the guy ].waded i t .  

Q :  Out a£ how much you made. 

A: Out o f  the  l o a d e r ' s  wages. 

Q: So he bad t o  be i n  good t e r m s  wi th  you. 

A: You know he made good money. 

Q:  But he could make bad money couldn ' t  he if he d i d n ' t  have good loaders? 

A: Yes, if he had a bunch of I.azy skunks working f o r  him. But you know 
we had a way them days,  the machine men and everybody, t o  g e t  r i d  of some 
of those  b i r d s .  

Q: The machine men. 

A: The loaders t h a t  woul.dn't load, 

Q: How d i d  you get r i d  of  them? 

A: The super in tendent  go t  r i d  of  them. Sa id ,  "They d i d d ' t  s ink these 
mines j u s t  f o r  you t o  come down and take a breath and then  go home. They 
sunk them to  g e t  the coal out ."  

Q: Did you set your awn hours? 

A: No. We had unions whenever I s t a r t e d .  

Q: Oh, yau mean t h e  UMW was  here. They were here when you go t  here. 

A: Yea. 

Q: Okay, how much d i d  t he  company men get when you g o t  here? 

A: When I started mining they  was g e t t i n g  $4.25 a day, 

Q: Okay. That was t he  company men. 
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A: Y e s .  

Q: Not t h e  unde rcu t t e r  bu t  everybody e l s e .  

A: See the only guy that d idn1 . t  get paid by the company was the loader  
and he g o t  paid  by the  ton. 

Q: Track layers  go t  $ 4 . 2 5 ,  

A: Y e s .  

q :  Everybody got $4.25. 

A: Mule drivers ,  

Q: This is  a unionized f i e l d .  

A: Yes. 

Q: Even Peabody was UMW, r i g h t ?  

A: Same t h ing ,  yes. Everything. 

Q: Did you have t o  j o in  the union when you first  went to the m h e ?  

A: Oh, yes. I joined t h r e e  o r  four  d i f f e r e n t  t imes. 

Q: Why did you j o i n  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s ?  

A: Because I quit and Let my card drop and wouldn't pay the  dues. And 
the next tine I ' d  g e t  a job I ' d  pay dues,  pay up. 

Q: I see .  You had t o  pay d l .  t h e  backup. 

A: No, just $10. Today, you know what it  i s  today? $300 t o  join. 

Q: Tha t ' s  a I.ot. 

A: Too much. 

Q: How much was it: then you had to pay when you first joined? 

A: $10. 

Q: $10 that's it. 

A: That w a s  i t ,  

Q: How much a week d i d  they take out? 

A: That d i d n ' t  take nothing o u t .  

Q: O h  they didn' t . 
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A: No. Oh yes,  we used t o  pay $. 25 a month dues. 

Q: The checkoff d i d n ' t  come until l a t e r ,  d id  i t? 

A :  It come on pay day. 

Q: But they d i d n ' t  take i t  r i g h t  o f f  your cheek until .  about l a te  1920s 
d i d  they? 

A: Oh no. No. They took it r i g h t  o f f  t he  f i r s t  day I s t a r t e d  t h e  mine. 

Q: I n  1917. 

A: Yes s i r .  The miner 's  union got  t h e i r  check. You be t  you. 

Q: They d i d .  Was i t  t h e  1-ocal. that got  i t?  

A: Yes. 

Q :  What was the local here, what number was t h a t ?  

A: I don ' t  know what t h e  3.ocaI.. I n  fact  I f o r g e t  even what the local  
number was up here.  1900 and some. 

Q: But you mean they g o t  t h a t  dues r i g h t  away? 

A: Oh yes. Every month you pa id  dues. You h o w  dues is high now id the  
mines. The h ighes t  I p a i d  w a s  $5.25 up here .  

(2: A month? 

A: Yes, a month. Now they te1.l m e  it's around thirty some dollars or  
so.  God. Wel.1 t h e y ' r e  jus t  1.Tke the r e s t  a£ them. They're g r a f t i n g .  

Q: Yes. Were they g r a f t i n g  back then? 

A: No. 

Q: ( l a u g h t e r )  They d i d n ' t  have anything to g r a f t .  Did you have good 
men t h a t  are your o f f i c i a l s  f o r  your l o c a l  unions? 

A: Yes, they were p r e t t y  honest.  

Q: Who were they?  

A :  They're a l l  . . , 
Q: What were t h e i r  names? 

A: My nelghbor he re  Sam Tearin was one of them. 

Q: Sam Tearin, How do you s p e l l .  h i s  last name? 
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A: T-E-A-R-I-N. Barts Lingo. I d o n ' t  h o w  how you pronounce his I.ast 
n a m e .  

Q: Barts Lingo. 

A: Yes, he was s e c r e t a r y ,  He was good too .  

9: Okay. Were these  people from e t h n i c  groups? With an I t a l i an  background? 

A: No, no ,  These are Johnny Bul-1s. 

Q: Johnny Bulls .  Okay. You mean B r i t i s h  guys, s i g h t ?  

A:  Y e s ,  Brit ish.  

Q: Were they t h e  guys t h a t  w e r e  usually in the union? 

A: Yes, they took care a£ the union, the biggest  part, t h e  British d i d ,  
I tal ians cou ldn ' t  do t h a t .  

Q: How come? 

A: They didn't know nothing.  

Q: Did you g e t  t o  know something and d id  any of the Italians move up? 

A: M a t t  i s  t h e  only one. 

Q :  Matt. 

A :  H e r  dad.  That ' s  what kept  him out of the o1.d mine t h a t  time. 

N: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Sure. 1'11. t e l l  you t h e  season why. Red Kaox. Do you remember J i m  
Knox, and h i s  bro ther  George? You know George. Well, that's his bro the r .  
Kerfie1.d was another one. And a few o the r s ,  My b ro the r  g o t  a job down 
the re .  Wel,l., he had t o  q u i t  you know. Remember he q u i t  t he re .  You 
d o n ' t  remember. You was l i t t l e  when you w e n t  to Chicago. That was when 
I just g a t  married. And then I moved in--in fact I bought h i s  furniture. 
S u r e ,  I bought his f u r n i t u r e .  

N: That ' s  when t hey  moved up t o  Chicago looking f o r  work. 

A: Yes, and I go t  m a r r i e d  and he came back and John go t  him a job aga in .  
O f  course he lost--he d i d n ' t  have a card. Progressive Miners were there 
at that t i m e .  And he d i d n ' t  have no card. So Matt Went to work s o m e  
place. J d o n ' t  know i f  he d id  work o r  what he d i d n k  do. I heard he g o t  
a job at some mine and go t  h i s  card see. You had t o  work for a card. 
They wouldn't l e t  you just pay it. You had to work. In our  days you 
used to pay it .  But t h e m  days you had t o  work f o r  it. So when he d e p o s i t e d  
that card George Knox and Jim and K e r f i d d  and a few others wouldn't l e t  
Matt start. Said, "That card i s  n fake." Which I guess i t w a s ,  



A :  (laughs) I 'm p r e t t y  sure i t  was. But they  wouldn't let him s t a r t  
but then  they  l e t  Talby s t a r t  and he's  a b i g  crumb. See because a l l  t he  
Talby's awned t he  mine p r a c t i ~ a 1 J . y ~  They even worked there a l l  their 
l i v e s .  And t h i s  old Noble MacBeth, he was a mule d r i v e r  and they knew he 
was a p r e t t y  goad one. So Matt got a job a t  t h e  sme1,ter which he was 
b e t t e r  o f f  until he g o t  a job a t  Coalton Mine. That 's how i t  happened. 
I came p r e t t y  near t o  t e l l i n g  George Knox. They was my bes t  f r i e n d s .  
They kept  me  from g e t t i n g  she job, him and J i m  Knox, 

N: Great f r i e n d s .  

A: Yes, m y  f r i e n d s .  1 was going down to t h e  old mine. I was l i v i n g  
there i n  Schram C i t y  then. K e p t  going down t h e r e  looking for a job.  
I t ' s  hard t o  g e t  a job i n  that l i t t l e  mine. It was a b l e s s ing  I d l d n ' t  
ge t  i t  because i t  was the p o o r e s t  place t o  work these  w a s  i n  t h a t  o ld  
place l i ke  t h a t .  

Q: Which mine was t h a t ?  

A: Right there ,  you know where t h e  old mine o f f i c e  i s  it. Right  there. 

Q: Was t h i s  H i l l sbo ro?  

A: Yes, r i g h t  the re  where t h a t  t h e r e  cement factory i s  a t  now. 

Q: Who awned tha t?  Who owned t h a t  mine? 

A:  Rice MiJ.l.er. 

Q: R i c e  Mill-er owned that. 

A: They sunk t h a t  mine. 

N: They sunk t h a t  mine and he sunk the Coalton Mine too. 

A: No. 

N: No, t h a t  was al ready there? 

A :  That there belonged t o  the--that mine t k e r e  w a s  the-- le t ' s  see who 
the  d e v i l  owned t h a t  mine. I worked f o r  them roo. They went bankrupt 
see. 1 was working t h e r e  when they went backrupt.  They was  from sauthern  
IJ l . inois .  The Millers was the secetvers see. They shut  down f o r  t h i r t e e n  
years. They w a s  paying M i l l e r  t a  take  care of this mine. They had a man 
there tak ing  case of i t ,  keep pumping the  water out  of i t  and all t h a t .  
Well., then a f t e r  fou r t een  years  they s t a r r e d  i t  back up. I was working 
over at the North Mine and I went back down t h e r e  because they was working 
every day at: t h e  North Mine. 

Q: They were. 
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A: The mine was working p r e t t y  f a i r ,  t h e  North Mine, but we were on a 
d i v i s i o n  of work. See t h a t  was when t h e  loading machines s t a r t e d  comhg 
i n  t he  mines. 

Q When w a s  this? 

A: L e t ' s  see. It was about 1935, 1934, 1935, And t h e  machines s t a r t e d  
coming i n  t h e  mines, t h e  load ing  machines. They d i d n ' t  need no man 
l o a d i n g  i t  w i t h  a shovel, no more when t h e  loader  come i n .  So we had ta 
go on a d i v i s i o n  of work. 

9 :  What's a d i v i s i o n  of work? 

A: You work one day and t h e  o the r  guy works one. You stay home one day 
and they work one. That ' s  the way they worked i t .  The mine worked four  
days  a week you got two, s ee .  

Q: Wasn't t h e  United Mine Workers and the ope ra to r s  wanting to 1.e.t men 
go and not  do a d i v i s i o n  of work? 

A: They d i d .  The United Mine Workers d i d  and the  Progress ives  waul.dnlt 
al.low it. 

Q: Were you a Progressive? 

A :  Yes, I w a s  t he re .  S u r e .  I had to .  What was I going t o  do? [There 
wasn't]  anything you could do about i t .  You have t o  go the  way t h e  mine 
goes and we w a s  working t he re .  

Q:  Okay. I'm rea1l.y g e t t i n g  ahead of mysc1.f bu t  what i s  the  d i v i s i o n  
between t h e  Progressive Mine Workers and t h e  United Mine Workers? 

A: There atn't nothing.  

Q:  here's no d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  two? 

A: 0nl.y d i fEerence  i s  you don ' t  ge t  a damn th ing  i f  you w a s  on a pension, 
The Progressive Miners pays me $325 a month, The United Mine Workers . . 

Q: But down here l e t ' s  say i n  1932 when the  Progress ives  brake w i t h  t h e  
United Mine Workers. They s t a r t e d  t h e i r  own union over a t  G i l l e s p i e .  
A1 l these  miners over  he re  were they  Progress ive  Miners? 

A: Yes, just around here. And over r o  G i l l e s p i e  way. But not  t h e  
Peabody. They t r i e d  i t .  

Q: Where's t h e  Peabody Mine? 
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A: You cou ldn ' t  get no where there. Coul.dntt ge t  in t h e r e  a t  al l . .  See 
they imported a bunch of scabs up there. 

Q: Where d i d  they . . . 
A: From West Virginia and around. Imported them. 

Q: You mean t h e  men t h a t  were i n  T a y l o ~ v i l ~ l e  were Progress ives ,  real.l.y, 
t h e  miners there? 

A: They were but they al.1 got  f i r e d .  Then they brought i n  . . . 
Q: They brought i n  those  scabs. 

A: The scabs  from West Virginia. 

Q: And d id  they  s t a y  there--those scabs? 

A: No, they d i d n ' t  s t a y  the re .  You damn t o o t i n g ,  

Q: What happened t o  them? 

A: Some of them are t h e r e  y e t  I be l i eve .  

Q: Yes. Yes. Did you go on up t o  Tayl.orvil l .e? 

A: No, I stayed here. 

Q : They had a l o t  of men going up the re ,  d idn '  t they? 

A: My buddy went up there. I woul.dnlt go. 

Q: Who was t h a t ?  

A:  ~ e ' s  dead too. He was  f rom Pana. He went up there. Ralph,  yes ,  he 
went up t h e r e  t o  work. My uncle, my wife's uncle w a s  a h o i s t i n g  engineer  
up t h e r e  see.  I was working t h e r e  a t  Number Nine. I saidid, "Oh, ao. I 1  

Q:   hat's i n  t h e  Midland t r a c k ,  t h e  Peabody? 

A: Yes, i t  was the  Midland. 

Q: Those are huge mines. 

A :  Oh, yes. They're a1.l. done now. Did you ever see that  museum up i n  
Chicago? 

Q: No. Which one? 

A: They've go t  a Peabody mine there.  Right i n  the  museum. 

Q: Probably Science and Indus t ry  Museum. 
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A: Yes. And they've g o t  a coal  mine there .  You can go down i n  there. 
And i t ' s  t h a t  Number Nine Mine where I worked. 

Q:  You mean they brought a l l  t h a t  s t u f f  up the re?  

A: No, no. I t ' s  j u s t  a r t i f i c a l .  But t hey \@ got  c o a l  down the re .  
They've got a c u t t i n g  machine down the re .  Robert s a w  it. Be went down 
t h e r e ,  yes.  H e  s a i d ,  "Grandpa, d i d  you work i n  t h i s  mine?" I s a i d ,  "'I 
sure d i d .  J worked , there about two years." Bay, I made good money 
t he re .  Peabody worked every day ,  every day,  six days a week. 

Q: Well, they had those machines tn there, t o o ,  d i d n ' t  they? 

A: Yes. But they worked every day. Then they shut it dawn f o r  a year .  
I g o t  back down hese, Number Ten.  

Q: When d i d  they s h u t  t h e i r  mine down? What year was t h a t ?  

A: They shut  t h a t  down I n  1927 .  But they opened i t  up again. They 
worked a long  time a f t e r  t h a t .  But I wouldn' t  go back. Because 1 was 
married. See I g o t  marr ied.  When s i n g l e  you can go any pl.ace. 
When you're  married you c a n ' t  move. And my wi fe ' s  uncle w a s  a h o i s t i n g  
engineer f o r  Peabody Coal  Company see .  Big f a t  guy. I d i d n ' t  know him 
un t i l .  she  t o l d  me i t  was her  uncle.  He cal.led me up and he said, "Say, 
we're  going t o  open up the mine. Do you want to come back down? Come 
up?" I sa id ,  " I 've  got  a job." I w a s  working a t  t h e  North Mine. 

Q: That was 1927, 1928.  

A:  Yes. I s a i d ,  "No, L a i n '  h coming back t he re . "  So I never d id  go 
back. I could have worked up t h e r e  but  t h e  superintendent  wanted t o  g ive  
m e  a job aver  a t  t he  o the r  mine. I wouldn't take i t .  

Q: What o the r  mine? 

A: Number E i g h t ,  Tovey. I wouldn't take i t .  

Q: You mentioned Johnny Bu l l s ,  t h e  English guys are i n  charge of t h e  
unions. How d i d  the English and the  n a t i v e  Americans g e t  a h n g  wi th  t h e  
I t d i a n s ?  

A: I'LL t e l l  you how they g o t  hese,  They go t  d o n g  good. But how they 
got  here  most of a l l  up he re  a t  W i t t .  Al len Haywood and them they w a s  
al.3. a b i g  union men you know and they brought a bunch of Engl-ish guys 
over  he re  to work i n  the  mines. And they was  running the mine. And t h e  
super in tendent  was Engl i sh .  A1.l. t h a t ,  And t h a t ' s  how they d i d  it. And 
then they s t a r t e d  d r i f t i n g  them i n  through here .  See,  they come. But  
1'1.1. tell you the Wehhmen was a p r e t t y  good coal. miner. But the Johnny 
Bull. himse1.f was no good. 

Q:  How come? 
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A: H e  was too  l azy .  Al.1. he wanted t o  do was boss. Yes, he was boss .  I 
had one o f  them come over  here one day and s t a r t e d  here, the first shift 
he eves worked. H e  come t o  work with m e .  And he s a i d ,  "You h o w  I was a 
boss ,  I was a boss over i n  t h e  low countr ies ."  I sa id ,  "You a i n ' t  do 
boss here." 'S s a M ,  "You don ' t  put anythlng i n  t h a t  car you don' t  g e t  
paid tonight . ' '  They like t o  be bosses .  Yes, they  1-ike t o  boss. 

N: They d i d n ' t  have the  language pzobl-em. And they were psobab1.y h i r ed  
t o  boss .  

A: Yes, they had t h e  language, t oo ,  see .  Very few I t a l i a n s  was bosses.  
Very few. Once i n  a whi1.e they 'd g e t  one o f  them but  a l o t  of them 
wauldn't  t ake  the  job  because they cou1.d f i r e  you anytime they'd want t o  
as boss  you know. But under t h e  union he cou ldn ' t  fire you, He had t o  
have a reason t o  f i r e  you. In f a c t  some of them aught t o  have been f i r e d  
and d i d n ' t .  We had a  bunch come down here from W i t t  one time. And WE 

had a bunch come f r o m  Iron Mountain, Michigan cone down here. Worked i n  
i r o n  mines up the re .  

Q: Who, t h e  British or the  Welsh? 

A: No, t hese  are 1 ta l . i ans .  

Q: I t a l i a n s .  

A :  Yes, bunch of I t a l i a n s .  And they ' r e  bunch of l.azy, d l .  they thought 
about was making money, you know, easy. With boo t l egge r s  and every th ing  
e 1 . s ~ .  But  they'd go down tn the  mine bu t  they wouldn't do nothing,  One 
day they  shu t  t h e  mine down up at Witt--that old mine--and they brought a 
bunch of those guys down here from Witt and they wouldn't  do a damn 
th ing .  They wouldn't work. The superintendent  come down, one day and he 
j u s t  f i r e d  the  whole damn crew. And the l o c a l  union s a i d ,  "That 's  a good 
r id iance .  " Never bothered them. 

Q: Now these are the guys t h a t  came down from I r o n  Mountain? 

A: Yes, no good. They woul.dnlt work. 

Q:  And boot legging,  you mean they were doing it on the s i d e ,  r i g h t ?  

A: Yes. Oh, they was making it  too. Making whiskey. That 's  what we 
had. This was a bootlegging j o i n t  here. 

N: Th is  house was?  

A: Oh yes. For years and years .  

Q: Who r an  i t ?  

A :  A guy by the  name of Angelo Rossat to .  You remember Ange1.o and Kenosha. 
He married Aunt Purina. 
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N :  Yes, her second husband. 

A: Yes. Be was a b i g  boot legger .  

N: L d ida '  t know that. 

A: Yes, he ownad t h i s .  He had t h i s  house b u i l t .  H i s  k i d s  used to come 
by and see the house once in a while. He had e i g h t  of them 1 guess.  

N: I met Otto one. time. 

Q: T h a t ' s  a neat name. Otto Rossat to .  

A: Otto  Rossatro.  

Q: So you started t e l l . i n g  me about how the Italians and the  native born 
and the  B r i t i s h  got a long.  Did they get along okay? 

A: Yes, they go t  along a l l  r i g h t .  

Q: Really. There was no resentment? 

A: No. Because t h e  I tal ians wouldn't pay no a t t e n t i o n  to them. 

Q: Oh yes. 

A: No. They d i d n ' t  yay no a t t e n t i o n  to t he  Johnny Bul.1~. Yes. See 
they knew tha t  t h e  Johnny Bulls was going t o  boss them anyhow and t h a t ' s  
what they wanted. They had t o  have somebody t o  boss but they d i d n ' t  boss 
my dad. I'll tell you they  d i d n ' t .  

Q: What did he do? 

A :  He'd clip them with a club as soon as they  come around here. Now ue 
had some good Johnny Bul.1.s. But most of  them got  kil- led in the mines-the 
good ones. 

Q: Why is tha t?  

A: Well, they were good workers.  

Q: And they were down t h e r e .  

A: But t h e  Johnny Bul l s ,  see they were Scotsmen. Boy, they were good 
ones. 

Q: The Scotsmen were good workers? 

A: Yes. Some. Some weren't. I don ' t  see how Rice Miller even operated 
that mine.  hat's a1.L they had down there--Scotsmen and Johnny Bu1.l.s. 
Very f e w  I t a l i a n s .  They come from up nor th .  

Q: You mean i t  was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them t o  operate that mine because these 
guys d i d n '  t work much? 
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A: That's r i g h t .  You don ' t  g e t  no coal out  o f  t h e  mine t h e y ' r e  no good 
t o  you, 

Q :  So you'd say ,  wou1.d i t  be f a i r  t o  s ay  t h a t  the Italians worked bard? 

A: Oh, they were t h e  hard workers. But they had t o  have a leader out of 
them, They had t o  have a 1.eader. 

Q: And t h a t ' s  where t h e  Johnny Bu1.l.s . . . 
A :  Johnny Bu1.l.s were p r e t t y  good a t  i t .  

9: Now how d id  t h a t  work? You mean the guy was 1.ike a foreman? 

A: H e  was a foreman. 

0 :  And what wou1.d he do? I mean dur ing  the  day what wou1.d he do? Would 
he come around and watch? 

A: He d i d n ' t  watch. He'd come around and t e l l  you what you were suppose 
t o  be doing and show them see .  Because some of them knew. They were 
p r e t t y  smart.  You know those Johnny Bu1.J.s a r e  not  no dummy you know.  Be 
robbed ha l f  the United S t a t e s  you know he a i n ' t  no dummy, Everytime 
Churchil.1. come over he s a i d ,  "Here I come. I need more money." And 
Rooseve1.t would g ive  i t  t o  him. 

Q: So t h a t ' s  why these  Johnny Bu1l.s were important.  They would show 
people what how t o  shoot?  

A: Yes. 

Q: You know how to undercut ,  t h ings  like t h a t ?  

A: Yes. They were p r e t t y  good. They were p r e t t y  good on t h a t .  But f o r  
manual 1.abor they dididn' t like t h a t  much. And in t h e  mines them days it 
was al.1. manual. l abor .  But t h e  Progressive Miners t h a t  was just a b luf f  
there. I think they g o t  toge ther  between John L.  Lewis and the guy t h a t  
s t a r t e d  i t  up, I t h i n k  they got  toge ther  and sa id ,  "well., we'll just 
break it  up a l i t t l e  b i t  here ."  See, the  miners was g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  b ig .  
You know they was p r e t t y  b i g .  John L. Lewis was a good man. But be 
helped himself too.  Don't you think he d idn '  t .  H e  come from Panama over 
here. 1 t ' s  about four  rni1.e~ south of here. 

Q: Did you s e e  him o f t e n  back . . . 
A: No, I saw him but  L n w e r  s a w  him o f t e n  a f t e r  he got  [to be] p re s iden t .  
I n  f a c t  he was t h e  f i r s t  p re s iden t  I ,voted for and the las t  one. Didn' t  
l e t  nobody i n  t h e r e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  chea t  you. 

Q: Wasn't t h e r e  a f e e l i n g  among t h e  miners t h a t  i n  the  1920s and the 
1930s the I .eadership, the  guys i n  t h e  union you weren ' t  i n  touch with-- 
you were out  of touch with them? 
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A: Sure I was i n  touch wi th  them. Every l o c a l  union was i n  touch with 
them. Because every so o f t e n  they 'd have a c o w e n t i o n  you know. And 
every convention they 'd send a de l ega te .  According t o  how many men you 
had then you could send two o r  t h r e e  de l ega te s .  

Q:  Were you eve r  a de lega te?  

A:  No. I never d i d  want t a  go. I wouldn't want t o .  I went t o  a convention 
one time up i n  Peoria .  I was working Number Nine a t  Taylorville--Peabody. 
And t h e  mine was down t h a t  day f o r  a coup1.e of days s o  'L: went w i t h  a guy 
f rom nea r  Hi l l sboso .  Went up the re .  I went up t h e r e  w i th  him and I went 
to t h e  convention--the first  time I eve r  went t o  a miner 's  convention. 
You know what they do? 

: Have a good time. 

A: Nothing. Yes, s i g h t .  Get somebody t o  take c a r e  of d l ,  t h e  bus iness  
and they g i v e  them a l l  t h e  r e p o r t s  of t h e  convention but  the d e l e g a t e s  
don' t do nothing.  Some of them ].isten, some of them don ' t  even go. And 
they g ive  them the  r e p o r t  and they come back and read i t  t o  t h e  l o c a l  
union. Somebody e l s e  has wrote i t  all o u t  f o r  them. 

Q: When was t h a t  you werrt t o  Peoria  t o  s e e  t h a t ?  

A:  1929 t h a t  was. 

A: F i she r  was t h e  p re s iden t  of  t h e  1l.I . inois miners then. You d o n ' t  know 
John Banovich do you? 

N: I know t h e  name. 

A: Well, your dad knew him. H i s  dad t r i e d  f o r  yea r s ,  you know, t o  g e t  
I n  a t  t h e  head o f  t h e  local union 05 t h e  Progressive Miners. He could 
never make it .  Tom Rosco and him run toge ther .  John Banavich was p r e t t y  
damn lucky I ' l l  tel.1 you. I d o n ' t  know whether he ever worked in t h e  
mine. Be worked on top but  he d i d n ' t  work i n  the  mine. He worked a t  t h e  
top here  and he worked on top over t he re .  But I don ' t  think he w a s  o1.d 
enough t o  work up a t  F i f t e e n ,  Mount Olive.  Because I t h i n k  the mine was 
down before  then.  I don't know where he go t  a l l  t hese  experiences. Now 
h e ' s  s ec re t a ry - t r ea su re r  f o r  t h e  United Miner Workers. He go t  a job up 
he re  a t  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  p r e s iden t  of t h e  I l l i n o i s  Miners. 

A: 1 worked f o r  Freeman nineteen years .  

Q: Freeman Coal. 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Where's Freeman Coal 1-ocated? 

A: Farmer sv i1.l.e. 
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Q : Parmersv i1.l.e. 

A: Yes. They've go t  mines down south t o o  in  southern Illinois. That ' s  
a b i g  company. 

: That's where you went from Coalton t o  Freeman? 

A: Yes. 

q :  When did you start working f o r  Freeman? 

Q: f see.  And before t h a t  you were working f o r  Coalton? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Then Coal-ton was a Progressive mine then? 

A: Yes. But t h i s  is  n o t  United Mine Workers. I ' m  s u r e  glad 1 got in 
t h e r e  [with t he  UMW a t  Freeman.] 

Q: Uni ted  Mine Workers. 

A: Oh my God, yes.  

Q: Why, [because of a ]  pension? 

A :  Pension and it's a b igge r  company. These mines are four times bigger 
than Progress ives ,  Four o r  f i v e .  

Q: Whatever happened t o  P r o g r e s s T v e s ?  They s t a r t e d  out b lg .  

A: They've go t  a s t r i p  mine down south here .  They've got  one o r  t w o  
1 . i t t l e  mines just t o  keep them guys--the drones--a l . iving and a l l  t h a t .  
The  guys s t i l l  d o n ' t  do  nothing.  

Q: Do you remember a guy named Gerry Allard? 

A: I ' v e  heard that name. Yes, I ' v e  hea,rd t h a t  name. 

Q: I just wondered. You know the  Progress ives  s t a r t e d  out  so l a r g e .  
They had so many mines. They had a 115 mines when they first started. 

A: Yes, but  the b igges t  mine they had was t h e  GiL1,espie mfnes. They had 
fou r  of them over  t h e r e .  The Northwestern Rai l road awned all, them. And 
then  'they had t h e s e  mines here .  That's a b m t  all. I know. Then they  had 
a couple o f  mines down south.  

Q: Do* south ,  yes. 

A: They still. have them s t r i p  mines. 
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Q: But a l o t  of older miners t h a t  had worked those Progress ive  mines 
sa id  they s t a r t e d  c l o s i n g  down. 

A: Oh, they ' r e  a11 done. Every one of them i s  done. Well., I'll tell  
you, I don't h o w ,  It doesn ' t  work ou t  very  good. The Progressives 
don ' t  g e t  nothing.  Guys paid dues t o  i n  t h e r e ,  they  robbed them, t h e  
t r ea su ry  is all gone. Nothing. 1 sti7 1 pay my dues he re .  

Q: To the Progress ives?  

A: No, no. Oh, no. I dont t pay them nothing.  They d ida '  t give  me 
nothing. They gave a l o t  o f  misery. 

Q: How come? 

A: Because, what the  heck. Look a t  al.1 the money WE put in t h e r e  and 
they  never go t  a  penny out  of it f o r  pension funds and everything. 1 
know t h e r e ' s  a l o c a l  union up t h e r e  a t  Nokomis. 1 don ' t  h a w  w h a t  t he  
number is.  But I know they had a l o t  o f  bonds. You know they bought 
them war bonds, all. t h a t .  Who got  them? Redca1.f and a f e w  of them from 
Nokomis g a t  them. That ' s  who got them. 

Q: And then t h e  miners,  t he  rank and file, d i d n ' t  get anything? 

A: No, j u s t  t h e  local.  union guys go t  them. 

Q:  You h o w  I ' v e  heard a l o t  a ren ' t  g e t t l n g  a penny and they never g o t  
pensions. 

A :  No, they d o n ' t  ge-t nothing.  Abso1.utel.y nothing, 

Q: They went broke a l o t  of t i m e s ,  t h e  t r ea su ry .  

A:  Sure they go broke. Them guys broke the company. They robbed the 
local. Now here, i t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y .  See we send our dues, goes 
i n t o  Washington. They w r i t e  you a 1.ette.r every now and then. And rhey 
pay everything.  You know t h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  insurance I 've  ever had i n  my 
l i f e .  I a i n ' t  go t  no o the r  insurance.  J u s t  t h e  miners. 

9: When d i d  t h a t  good insurance s t a r t ?  How far back? 

A:  It s t a r t e d  eve r  since t h e  Miners Union. 

9: Since t h e  1890s, e a r l y  1900s? 

A:  No, 00. I n  1942.  

Q: 1942 yau say they . . . 
A: Yes, t h a t ' s  when they s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  the miners' pensions and t h a t .  
That 's  when they s t a r t e d .  

Q :  Did you have a pension plan back in the J920s? 
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A: No. 

Q: Nonc a t  a l l .  

A: None. 

Q: D i d  you have accident insurance? You had nothing then. 

A: Just a little b i t  of compensation I n  t h e  mines i f  you got h u r t .  

Q: Who paid compensation? 

A: The company. They paid compensation. 

Q: So what was your impression of the Progressives back say in 1932 when 
they s t a r t e d ?  

A: No good. 

Q: Real ly.  

A: No, t h a t  was just a bunch of guys t ry ing  to make nothing, not to go 
to work. All local officers. 

Q: See, what 1 read about  them is  t h a t  they had t h i s  e l e c t i o n  up in 
Spr ing f i e ld .  Remember t h a t  t h e  UMW supposedly s t o l e  t h e  ballots, remember 
that? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And then the Progress ives  then had t h i s  march down a t  Mfil,,kyville. 

A: And we pretty near g o t  k i l l e d  down there. 

Q: Did you go down there? 

A: Why, su re  I d i d .  One guy, t h e  superintendent  a t  Number Ten, ran us  
ou t .  

End of S i d e  One, Tape One 

Q: Tell. me about the Mulkeytown march, tell. me about when yau heard 
about it? 

A: We went i n t o  DuQuoin, see. 

Q: How long was the march, how long were a l l  the c a r s ?  

A: There was a lot of them. I ' l l  te1.l you, I d o n ' t  know but  they had a 
l ine  p r e t t y  near reach from here down to there now. ALL of the miners 
eve r ,  all. of them went, 
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Q: Why d i d  everybody go i n  t h e  caravan? 

A: The Progressive miners had t h e i r  president  down t h e r e ,  going t o  make 
a speech, t ry ing  to  get the local. unions down these  t o  join see. 

Q: Why was everybody angry? Why d id  they want t o  go t h e r e ?  

A: S t a r e  p o l i c e .  

Q: Srate pol.ice. 

A: Kicked them a l l  of t h e r e .  

Q: Down where? I n  Mul.kytawn? 

A :  Down i n  DuQuoin. 

Q:  Why d i d  you march down i n  the  f i r s t  pl.ace? Why d i d  everybody want t o  
go down t h e r e ?  

A: That's what they wanted t o  do, make a b i g  organiza t ion  o u t  af it. 

Q: And you were f o r  t h a t  then?  

A: Why whether I was o r  no t  I had t o  be. 1 was l i v i n g  here see. 

Q: And they j u s t  to1.d you you were going t o  go? 

A: They t o l d  us  a l l  t o  go and we went. 1 was he re  one n ight  and the 
telephone rang. They were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  Progressive mines up i n  
Tayl.orvil.l.e, see. They c a l l e d  u s  up and said, "Hey, everybody go t o  
T a y L o r v i l l e  t o n i g h t .  I' A l l  you Progressive miners.  

Q:  And you went up the re?  

A: Sure  I went. 

Q: When was t h a t ?  What was t he  d a t e  a b m t ?  

A: I j u s t  moved i d t o  t h i s  house here .  About 1945 I th ink  i t  was. My 
uncle  had the  car. I d i d n ' t  have no c a r .  I cou ldn ' t  a f fo rd  a car, My 
uncle  had one. And m e  and him went up there. You know who we went and 
seen? My w i f e ' s  unc le .  And he was a scab. H e  had a bunch of scabs  from 
West Virgin ia  in h i s  house and some f rom southern  1 l . l i na i s  and Kentucky. 
They come over from Kentucky, some of them d i d .  I went i n  t h e r e  and when 
I looked out amongst them I s a i d ,  "We hit a horne t ' s  n e s t  here."  I j u s t  
kept s t i l l  because h e l l  fire, you could look a t  t h e i r  mugs. That was 
enough f o r  me. Bunch a thugs was a11 they w a s .  

Q:  You mean the guys t h a t  came i n  as scabs? 

A: Yes, t hey  was j u s t  a bunch of thugs. They woul.dntt work. J u s t  a 
bunch of thugs. Peabwdy was paying them and he was boarding them, And 
he was a boss out  t h e r e  a t  Number Nine where I worked. 
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Q: A t  t he  Number Nine Mine. What was his name? 

A: Ilenekey. 

Q: Henekey. 

A :  Yes. And h i s  b ro the r  was a h o i s t i n g  engineer and he w a s  taking care 
of them--then h i s  daughte r  Bet ty  married one of those crummies from down 
south .  Y e s .  1 s a i d ,  "Look what you g o t  out  of it. One damn eye was 
popped ou t  and then  cross-eyed over  here."  I said, "Look what you%@ 
got, all. them crummies down there from Kentucky." 

Q: Oh, my. You went over t h e r e  and you s a w  Henekey and you saw t h e  
scabs there? 

A: See, I was over there before. I used to go over  t h e r e  and s e e  h e r  
uncle .  Used t6 g6 t o  Taylorvi l . le .  

Q: Did yau do any of t h e  p i cke t ing  over there?  

A: Damn r i g h t .  We t r i e d  t o .  We d i d n ' t  g e t  by ve ry  far with them thugs 
and scabs and t h a t .  

Q: What happened t o  you? 

A: They'd chase you o u t  of there with guns. 

Q: And they j u s t  would chase you entire1.y ou t  of t h e  town? 

A: men the s ta te  p o l i c e  and mi l . i t i a  was t h e r e .  They knew we were 
coming you b o w .  

Q: Did they have a lot of m i l . i t i a  there? 

A: Sure. They had more than  they had miners. 

Q: And what d i d  they do? They just . . . 
A: Chased you back t o  t h e  Christ ian County line. 

Q: Do they  put  you i n  trucks? 

A: Well, we had our own c a r s .  

Q: And they would e s c o r t  you? 

A: Made us g e t  ou t .  

Q: Was anybody killed over t he re?  

A: No. I had t o  laugh. One b i g  guy from Nokomis, one of them young 
s t a t e  pol-ice o r  militia. It was a m i l i t i a  guy.  He had h i s  gun and this 
b i g  guy stuck him wi th  a bayonet. And he said t o  t h e  l i t t l e  guy, "I 
could have a t  l e a s t  jumped him." Said, "But I was afraid o f  that gun. 
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I f  he'd turned t h a t  gun around," he s a i d ,  "I ' ll  kil.1. t h a t  l i t t l e  guy. 
I ' d  have k i l l e d  him j u s t  as sure as the d e v i l . "  H e  said, "He had no more 
r i g h t  fn  s t icking me than I have t o  s t i c k  him." Remember that time when 
you were t a l k i n g  about  t h e  SpringSie1.d business  t h a t  t h e  miners,  t h e  
P rog re s s ive s  went up there, they killed a guy up t h e r e  too .  That was i n  
Sp r ing f i e ld .  I remember t h a t .  I was a t  t h e  Lanphier Park, t h e  baseball. 
park. We had our  b ig  doings out t he re .  

Q: Which b i g  doings,  f o r  t h e  Progressives? 

A: Y e s .  You're damn too t ing .  

Q: What d i d  you do there like what d i d  you do a t  Lanphier Park? 

A: We j u s t  sat t h e r e  and l i s t e n e d  to t h e  speakers, you know. 

Q: Who did  you l i s t e n  t o ?  What were the  speakers? 

A: Pres iden t ,  supposed t o  be t h e  pres ident .  They were--what they wanted 
t o  do was to--you know they had a mine working t h e r e  i n  Springfield r ight :  
ac ros s  from t h e  Number Eight  Coal. Mine, right across from there as  you--the 
o ld  bypass i n  Spr ing f i e ld .  

Q: Was tha t  t h e  Peesl-ess? 

A: Peerless Mine. It w a s  working then.  And they was going t o  t r y  t o  
[ shut  i t  dawn] a guy t o l d  them, he s a i d ,  "you b e t t e r  no t  go the re .  All. 
they 've got t h e s e  i s  gunmen." H e  s a i d ,  "They've got  tons a£ them out  
there. ~ h e ~ ' r e  j u s t  wai t ing f o r  you. They ' l l  kill every damn one of you 
guys 

'I 

Q: And d id  they go? 

A: No, they wouldn't go. 

Q: Yes. But I remember reading the  newspaper t h a t  they had a b ig  shootout .  

A: They d i d ,  on t h e  s t r e e t  because they kil.1.ed a guy there. 

Q:  I n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

A: Yes. 

Q: M r i s  Mabie, wasn't  i t?  

A: Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  They k i l - led  him. 

Q: D i d  you go i n  t h e s e  f o r  that? Were you t h e r e  f o r  Eas t e r  Sunday? 

A: I w a s  t h e r e  bu t  I d i d n k  go i n .  I was out t o  t h e  park, 

Q :  You were a t  t h e  Lanphier Park? 
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A: Yes. But they k i l l e d  him over on the M a i n  S t r e e t .  

Q: And d i d  you go t o  h i s  funeral? 

A: PSo , L d idn '  t know t he  guy anyhow. 

Q: Do you remember if the women's auxilliaries were active? Do you 
remember any of those? 

A: They were more a c t t v e  than t h e  men. 

Q: Why? 

A: Because they  had more pep and more gu t s .  

Q: Why is  t h a t ?  

A: Because the womea had more gu t s  than the men. Wouldn't have been f o r  
the  women they woul.dn ' t have had no thing. 

Q: Oh real.1.y. Why do you say that? 

A: Because t h e  women were smarter .  

Q: What d i d  they do? 

A: They marched and they weren ' t  scared of nobody. Aad they knew them 
s t a t e  militia wouldn't bother  ,them. They knew it. 

Q: Were they in Tayl.orv i l  l.e? 

A: You're darn tooting they w a s  i n  Taylorvfl1e.  

Q: Did they t a l k  t o  the  mfl.itLarnen? 

A: They wasd't a s c a r e  of them. The s h e r i f f  and h i s  gang caught a bunch 
of miners and they pu t  them up i n  t h e  courthouse you know i n  Taylorvil.l.e, 
Up i n  courthouse. They f ixed  t h a t  courthouse.  It cost them a t  Chr i s t i an  
County t h a t  day. 

Q: You mead the  miners took c a r e  of t he  courthouse? 

A: Tore every book they had, they just t o t e  it a l l  up and throwed it  a t  
them. S a i d ,  "We'll take care of C h r i s t i a n  County f o r  you." 

Q: Yes, How many miners were i n  Taylorville when t h a t  happened? 

A: Oh they were f o u r  mines t h e r e .  There a1.l had about from eight t o  
n ine  hundred men working t h e r e .  

Q: And those are a1.l Progress ive  type men? 

A: No. Oh, there was a Lot of scabs the re .  You know when you worked i n  
Tayl.orvil.1.e--I worked i n  Tayl.orvil.1.e and I know. People a t  them times, 
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it was a Depression p r e t t y  heavy you know i n  them days. And people were 
s c a r e d  of their jobs. And them miners  t h e y ' l l  work. The boss would make 
them do anything. Anything. 

Q: Why d i d  they have t o  b r i n g  scabs from West Virg in ia  and Kentucky? 

A: Because t h e  miners q u i t .  

Q: Okay. Now t h e  miners t ha t  worked t h e r e  for t h e  Peabody Mines they 
q u i t  and went on s t r i k e ?  

A: They come ou t  and they woul.dnlt work and they hi red  them and they 
f i r e d  them. 

Q: And then almost all. t h e  miners that came from Taylorvil.l,e or 1 , iv iag  
t h e r e  were on s t r i k e ?  

A: Y e s .  Were on strike. 

Q: But the scabs were t h e  ones t h a t  came from ou t s ide?  None of the men 
t h a t  l i v e d  t h e r e  . . . 
A: You know I h e a r d  i t ;  I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h i s .  But I heard t h a t  w e r  a t  
Kincaid, you h o w  where Kincaid is  a t ?  

Q: Sure. 

A: They had a. Number Seven Mine t h e r e  and s e e  that shaft t h e r e  used t o  
come up and the men used t o  come up on i t  and walk out  o f  t h e  cages t h i s  
way sight nor th  See. And I heard--my aunt lived t h e r e .  And I w a s  there 
and they said that t h e s e  s c a b s  would come up out  of t h e  mine and t h e  
miners were s i t t i n g  over i n  these houses you know r i g h t  across about two, 
three hundred f e e t  away from t h e  cage when i t  come up. Be said a l o t  of  
them boys d i d n ' t  ge t  o f f  that cage. 

Q: What happened to t h e m ?  

Q: What d i d  they  use? 

A: Machine guns, You God damn Kentuckians. He s a i d ,  "You know what 
they done with them?" I s a i d ,  "Hell, I don ' t  know." He  s a i d ,  "They're 
bur ied  t h e r e  i n  t h e  l o t  ." S a i d ,  "They d i d n ' t  h o w  who they  was anyhow." 

Q: Was any of t h a t  r epo r t ed  t o  the  paper?  

A: No. 

Q: N o .  They d i d n ' t  r epo r t .  

A: One guy come down t h i s  way. I heard a guy say t o  me, "He' s hid ing  
out from Tayl.orvi1.l.e. He's one of them guys that shot into that cage." 
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He s a i d ,  "Bel.l., t h e  government learned them how t o  shoot  t h e  machine 
guns.'' H e  s a i d ,   he^ know how t o  shoot i t  ." Boy, 1'1.1 te l l .  you i t  was 
dangerous. 

Q: Did t h e  scabs go back home then o r  did they stay? Did they s t a y  
t h e r e  and keep working? 

A: They f i n a l l y  broke i t  up, yes .  Peabody f i n a l l y  broke i t  up. 

Q: How did  they  do t h a t ?  

A: Wel.l., t h e  scabs  i s  no good t o  them. They was just cos t ing  them a 
for tune .  They pa id  them f o r  nothing.  They wasn't  g e t t i n g  no coal.. ou t .  
So they f ina l - ly  broke i t  up and they d i d n ' t  h i r e  a1.l. t he  men back you 
know t h a t  wanted t o  go back. But they hired a l o t  of them. 

Q: Now they had t o  go back as UMW, d i d n ' t  they? 

A: Yes, they had t o  go back. 

Q: But why d i d  they go back as UMW people? 

A: Because they  needed t h e  money, t h a t ' s  why. When you ' re  broke you do 
th ings .  A I.ot of them guys d idn '  t own t h e i r  own homes. They were paying 
r e n t .  

Q:  Yes. ~ i d n ' t  the Progress ives  have a s t r i k e  fund t o  he lp  them out  
with? 

A: Now we have one here a t  the  United Mine Workers. But i t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t  
system because John L. Lewis s t a r t e d  this a1.l out .  It's a p r e t t y  good 
system they've got .  O f  course I know t h a t  they make more mney than  we 
do;  t h e  miners da.  Bur t h a t ' s  t h e i r  business .  I don ' t  care. It d i d n ' t  
bo ther  me. A f e l l ow says ,  "As 1.ong as  1 g e t  my sha re  I don ' t  care f o r  
t h e  o t h e r  guy so much." 

Q: During t h i s  whole t h ing  i n  Taylorvil . le and Springfield were a11 t h e  
miners that were Progressives--did they g e t  along with each other ,  both 
t h e  I ta l ians ,  t he  Pol  i s h  and everybody? 

A: O h  yes.  Most of them d i d n ' t  go anyhow. They j u s t  s tayed a t  home. 
It was j u s t  t he  Engl.ish guys t h a t  done the  b igges t  organizing.  

Q: Oh, t h e  Johnny Bul l s  went up the re .  

A :  O h ,  the Johnny J3u1.3.s and Scotsmen. They took care. 

Q: But a l o t  of people t h a t  were arrested I saw i n  the paper had I t a l i a n  
l a s t  names. 

A: Oh, some of them. Sure t h e r e  were some. They had a l o t  of good 
I t a l i a n s .  They had a lot of them out  of Springfie1.d p r e t t y  good 1tal . faas .  
They worked t h e r e  i n  t h e i r  mines west of  Sp r ing f t e ld  t he re .  fine A and B 
over t h e r e ,  what d i d  they c a l l  t h a t ?  ( t ape  stopped) 
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Q: So they had some Stal- ians from S p r i n g f i e l d  t h a t  were Progressives? 

A: Oh sure.  They had a coup1.e of mines over there west o f  Sp r ing f i e ld  
t h a t  were Progress ive  see .  Mine A and &.  What the  heck is  that little 
town's name, j u s t  west of S p r i n g f i e l d ?  

Q: I t ' s  no t  Woodside i s  it? 

A: No, Woodside is on this s i d e .  This  is  on t h e  west side. Woodside i s  
on c h i s  s i d e  of 6 6 .  

Q: Not Gardner? 

A: No. No. What t h e  devi l .  i s  t h a t ?  Pe1.l .o~ by t h e  name of Lansky he 
used t o  run t h a t .  Oh boy, we had some times. I used t o  h a w  quite a few 
of them from Springfie1 d a£ t e s  T s t a r t e d  working Tayl-orv il.1.e. 

Q: You mean the I t a l i a n s  over t h e r e ?  

A: No, these  weren't  I ta l ians .  Not too  many, t h e r e ' s  a couple out  t h e r e  
t h a t  would come down, but not  too many of them. No, t h e r e  weren't  too 
many I t a l i a n s .  There's a l o t  of Italians i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  too. There used 
t o  be a l o t  of mines the re .  Tha t ' s  t h e  only place I ever  saw colored 
guys work i n  the mines. 

Q: I n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A:  Yes. Used a l o t  of them t h e r e  but here they d i d n ' t .  

Q: You mean t h e  union didn't a1 . l . o~  them o r  t h e  company didn't al low 
them? 

A: The men didn'  t al low them. 

Q: Why i s  t h a t ?  

A: The union d i d n ' t  either.  

Q: Why is  t h a t ?  

A :  Because they d i d n ' t  want no--here's where they had t h e i r  t roub le .  
You s e e ,  one time h e r e  they brought i n  a bunch of them colored guys as 
scabs,  O f  course they kil.l.ed them p r e t t y  near  al.1.. 

Q: Where a t ?  You mean i n  . . . 
A: Pana. 

Q: Pana. 

A:  P a m .  They ki l l . ed  a bunch of them. 

N: Burled them i n  the stockpi1.e t h e r e ,  d i d n ' t  they?  That 's  w h a t t h e  
s t o r y  used t o  be .  
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Q: But i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  they w e r e  there working, 

A :  Yes, they worked i n  the  Springf ie1.d nines. Up a l m g  Coal City up i n  
through t h e r e  they were. 

Q: Were t h e r e  Progessives i n  Spr ing f i e ld?  

A: J u s t  two mines t h a t  I know of was. Mine A and B. There on northwest  
of Springfie1.d t h e r e  some p l ace .  

Q: I think i t  was Consolidated Coal tha t  ran those th ings .  I thought i t  
was. I cou1.d be wrong. 

A: They went by A and B Mines. That ' s  a l l  1 know. 

Q: Theyf re ve ry ,  very  important mines according t o  a 1.o.t of people.  

A ;  They were pretty good s i z e  mines too. You see S p r i n g f i e l d ,  t h i s  i s  a 
poor mining d i s t r i c t .  Awful bad coal. 

Q: What was wrong w i t h  the  coal.? 

A: Ful.1. of rock. They had sock--used t o  start at t h e  t op  j u s t  tock that 
thick r i g h r  down t h e  midd1.e of i t  sometimes* And t h e  machines j u s t  can ' t  
c u t  i t ,  J u s t  l i k e  China. Bard ,  oh man it's hard.   hat's why they used 
t o  shoa t  it on t h e  s o l i d  up t h e r e .  Dril.l.ed holes and shoot  i t .  

Q: Get t ing  back here. When these  load ing  machines came i n  h e r e  i t  threw 
a l o t  of men a u t  of work? 

A: Yes. See a Loading machine loads a t  ten ton  a minute. 

Q: What kind of men do you need t o  work If you have a h a d i n g  machine? 

A: Well you needed two d r i l l - e s s  and you needed men t o  prop the roof s o  
t h e  roof d o e s n b  tall. They needed them. And you had t o  have a c u t t i n g  
machine t o  c u t  the coal so they could shoot  it. I t h i n k  there  w a s  t e n  o r  
twelve men used t o  fol l .ow them. More than t h a t .  Follow one loader .  Now 
w i t h  the  miners they  can g e t  by wi th  about s ix  men. Because t h e  miner 
does  it. 

Q: When they first s t a r t e d  using these loading machine, they used it 
down here. 

A:  Yes, Nokomis s t a r t e d  i t .  

Q: Nokomis. 

A: Then Peabody bought i t ,  s t a r t e d  i t .  

Q: When was t h a t ?  
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A: God, let's see .  It w a s  about i n  1927,  1928, somethhg l i k e  that. 

Q: Did i t  throw a l o t  of men o u t  of  work? 

A: Oh God, yes.  

Q: Did t he  union do something about t h a t ?  

A: Couldn't. 

9: When the  Progress ives  came i n  1932 d i d  they try t o  do anything about 
%ha t?  

A:  It was already es t ab l i shed  when they come i n  see .  That stayed t h e  
way it  w a s .  

Q: Did you ever hear of such a thing cal-led job  equal . izat ian o r  job  
share? 

A: Well, that's what the Progress ives  tried t o  share. They made them do 
t h a t  af ter  they s t a r t e d  p u t t i n g  i n  the load ing  machine see. Then they 
s t a r t e d  p u t t i n g  i n  t h e  miners and i t  was w o r s t  yet. 

q: Because why? 

A: Because they don ' t  need no men ar all.. On3.y E%ve o r  six men. 

Q: And t h a t ' s  why you went down t o  maybe t w o  days a week o r  something, 
right? 

A: No. N o ,  t h e  mfdes w o r k e d  every day bu t  not the  miners,  i t  d i d n ' t  
take no men. 

Q: O h ,  t h e  miners d i d n ' t  work. 

A: They j u s t  laid them o f f .  S a i d  they didn't need t h e m .  

Q :  But the  other p e o p l . ~ ,  t he  day l a b o r ,  the company men d i d  work? 

A: Yes, suse. But you don ' t  need very many men back. I worked under 
this continuous rnfnet up here. 

Q: A continuous miner. 

A: For f i ve  years I worked on i t  up here.  

Q: So t h e  miners d i d n ' t  go back ever as miners but a1.l you had was 
company men o r  day work people? 

A: Yes. Them that went back. And they d i d n ' t  need you a heck of a lot. 

0: What happened t o  t h e  men t h a t  , . . 
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A: They was out  tha tv  s all.. Just out .  

Q: Did they go t o  other mines? 

A: There was no work. A l l  t h e  mines were mechanizing. 

Q: What happened t o  t h e  men? 

A :  They were j u s t  out  just l i k e  they are now. There was no work foe  
them, 

Q: When was this when they was all.  o u t  of work? 1927 was it? 

A: It s t a r t e d  most1.y i n  the  1930s real.1.y was when they s t a r t e d  out. 

N:   hat's probably when a 1.ot of our r e l - a r ives  w e n t  t o  Kenosha t o  work 
i n  t h e  c a r  f a c t o r i e s .  

A: Yes, Tony and all .  of them. 

Q :  They went t o  the  car f a c t o r i e s  then. 

A: Yes, they went up there. 

Q: In D e t r o i t ?  

A :  There w a s  no more work i n  the  mines. 

: They went to Detroit and Kenosha. 

Q: Gary, Indiana maybe? 

A: Yes. 

N: No, our  re lat ives  mast1.y went t o  Kenosha, Wisconsin and D e t r o i t ,  
Michigan. 

Q: And t h a t  was i n  the 1930s? 

A: Yes, Tony--well I go t  married i n  1929 and Tony had just mwed out  and 
went t o  Kenosha because 1 took t h e  house that he made. 

N: And my folks went t n  Chicago. 

A: O f  course your dad had a job.  

N: H e  just q u i t  and went t o  work. 

A: Yes, he was working at Hil-lsboro. He could have s tayed there and 
worked. H e  came back anyhow. 

N: Because they d i d n ' t  l i k e  Chicago. 
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A: Pour dad could have s tayed there, could have s tayed there until they 
shut  i t  down, which they d i d .  

Q: You know I n w e r  heard t h i s  before .  I al-ways assumed t h a t  t hese  
fel.lows would be put on half t i m e  o r  something. 

A: We d i d  when t h e  loading machine came i n  under t h e  Progress ives*  gut 
under United Mine Workers, nothing doing. 

Q: I s e e .  Under t h e  Progress ives  when you had the  loading machine 
people shared a l l  t he  t i m e .  

A: We divided t h e  work. 

Q: Where did t h e  idea come from? Was i t  what t he  men wanted to do? 

A: That 's  r f g h t .  H e  s a i d ,  "Hell ,  you a i n ' t  going t o  throw us a l l  out  ." 
He s a i d ,  "l'm just as good as you a re .  I had a job he re  too." O f  course 
you know t h e  United Mine Workers what they d i d :  they took the o l d e s t  
man, he stayed. S e n i o r i t y  r i g h t s  see. But they got around that anyhow. 
Some guys, they'd fire a guy i f  he d i d n ' t  do his work. They'd put you on 
a job they know you c a n ' t  do i t  see .  Well, then they 'd f i r e  you. 

Q: But i n  t h e  Progressive mines you shared a l l  the work. 

A :  W e  shared the work. 

QE I s e e .  

A: Sure d i d .  I know I went t o  work one time and I was l i v i n g  i n  Schram 
City.  j u s t  g a t  married. We worked s i x  days on and s i x  days o f f .  So I 
went to work I g o t  my f i r s t  s i x  days i n .  The mine wasn't  working very  
good. Two days a week was a l l  I was working. So by the time--about this 
t ime of the year see I: go t  l a i d  o f f .  I warked xay six days. Then I went 
home and I planted my garden and 1 ate my garden by rhe t ime I cams back. 
By the  time my t u r n  come again i t  was time to eat all t he  garden up. 

Q: You mean they  cl.osed down . . . 
A: No, no they was working but  t h e  other half  worked see. The other 
half  worked. 

Q: How d i d  t h e  mines work before  you had t he  strikes? Did t h e  mines 
work a1.1 year  round? 

A: No. Mostly s i x  months i n  t h e  winter t ime.  Summertime no t  much. 

Q: When did you cl.ose down f o r  t h e  summertime? 

A :  About tn Apri l  we'd s tar t .  

4: And then when d id  they  open up aga in  in the winter t ime? 
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A: They'd open up in the  f a l l .  of t he  year  j u s t  be fo re  winter .  

Q: And how did  you s u r v i v e  f o r  those  s i x  months? 

A: The miners t h a t  was smart knowed t h a t  was corning. You h o w  what: we 
used t o  do?  W e  always r a i s ed  t w o  hogs. And we raised a cow. We butchered 
the hog, we butchered the cow. W e  made sausage. My mother made he r  own 
bread. W e  always provided . W e  never missed  a meal . When t h e  mine 
s t a s t e d  back a l l  they had t o  do was buy sugar .  They had t h e i r  own milk, 
everything,  f o r  three  kids.  

Q: And how about t h e  houses? 

A: The house belonged t o  them. 

Q:  Belonged t o  them. They b u i l t  i t ?  

A: There was no t axes  o r  anything t o  pay hardly. 1 don ' t  think t h e r e  
was any. I don ' t  remember whether they paid taxes. Bur I know we pa id  
t axes  on t h a t  place down t h e r e  for years  a f t e r  t h a t .  But before  t h a t  I 
don ' t  know. 

Q :  What would happen i n  your community during t he se  years  when somebody 
got  sick? You b o w  a man would ge t  s i ck  o r  h u r t  o r  something I,ike t h a t .  
Who would he1 p him out? 

A: Well., if he had any relatives 1.ike us ,  my dad and a l l  them. Like 
these widows, l i k e  them widows dawn the re .  My dad used t o  he1.p them 
widows, They were h i s  s i s te r - in- laws ,  Now the i r  k ids  then they got  
s t a r t e d  boot legging,  some of them and they made money anyhow. 

Q :  You mean the widows and . . . 
A: Yes. They made a good l i v i n g .  

Q: Bootlegging and th ings  l i k e  t h i s .  

A: S e l l i n g  a l i t t l e  whiskey and beer. 

Q:  W a s  t h e r e  any a t t e m p t  by some o f  t h e  county people o r  officials t o  do 
temperance t o  t r y  t o  make everybody obey t h e s e  temperance laws? 

A: Well, s u r e  t h e r e  was. They had them guys. They caught a f e w  of 
them. They caught my aun t  over here one time, bootlegging. My b r o t h e r  
Matt,  you know, he w a s  working a t  t h e  o ld  mine. Your dad, Jim H a l l ,  
Chr i s ty  who l i ved  i n  Schram City.  They was the  b ig  gun men you b o w .  Ku 
Klux Klan t h e r e  was. And M a t t  pretty near g o t  put i n  j a i l  one morning 
going i n t o  t h e  mine; your dad d i d .  This  guy caught t h i s  1 - i t t l e  wS_dow 
over  here. H e  come up he re  w i t h  a gun. 

Q: KKK guys? Ku Rlux Klan? 

A: Yes. No, they were deputy s h e r i f f s  you know. Arrested he r  f o r  
boat legging.  Because he was Ku Klux. We know because we saw them under 
the  t e n t .  
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N: They were a l s o  t h e  s h e r i f f s .  

Q: Yes. 

A:  And Matt s a i d  t o  Jim Hall--Jim B a l l  worked a t  t h e  rnides there--"Hey, 
J i m ,  come here ,"  one morning. H e  s a i d ,  "Boy, I heard yoti was the braves t  
man i n  the s t a te  of I l l i n o i s .  You and Chr i s t i e . "  Be s a i d ,  "The poor o l d  
widow up the re  about  t h a t  b i g  set two guns i n  f r o n t  of her." She s a i d ,  
"Buddy, you was brave." 

Q: And d i d  they ba ther  them a l.ot? 

A :  Yes, they d i d .  They'd come and ca tch  them once in a while .  Not t o o  
often, When she go t  caught over here  i t  c o s t  them a hundred d d l a r  f ine .  

N: Which aunt was t h a t ?  

A: Aunt Clara.  

N :  Oh yes.  She w a s  t h e  widow. 

A: Yes. And she had e l g h t  k ids  you know and h e l l  she had t o  do something. 
Frank Kamey was the states a t to rney ,  you see, and she went up t o m  and 
p a i d  her f i n e .  She s a i d ,  "well, I f igured  I paid my f i n e ,  I'm clear and 
t h a t  w a s  i t ." But four  o r  f i v e  years  a f t e r  t h a t ,  maybe longer  than  t h a t ,  
she wasn't an American citizen see. So she goes up t o  the  courthouse t o  
g e t  h e r  papers .  She wanted t h e  American c i t i z e n s  papers.  They s a i d ,  
"Yes, when you pay t h a t  f i n e .  You owe a fine on t h i s  first." See, t h e  
s t a t e s  a t t o r n e y  k e p t  t h e  money. That was i t .  

N: She had t o  pay i t  twice.  

A: She had t o  pay i t  aga in .  She finally g a t  he r  papers .  You h o w  my 
dad never d id .  He j u s t  appl ied  f o r  h i s  papers  before  he d ied .  

N :  You know when we went t o  t h a t  reunion this summer i n  Michigan those 
b ro the r s  of Aunt--it was Aunt Clara's son s a i d  they were what they are 
today because t h e  Bell-aver boys took care of t h e m ,  ( t a p e  stopped) 

A: W e  made every dollar we could make i n  t h e  mine. We didn't go down 
t h e r e  t o  sleep. You know i n  them days you could tell t h e  d r i v e r  t o  
hur ry ,  he used t o  pu1.l t he  c o a l  o f f  of you and g ive  you t h e  empty. 
"Say," he s a i d ,  "we have a t en  car limit. How about g iv ing  me more 
ca r s?"  I s a i d ,  " W e ' l l .  load them up id a hurry  ." 
N :  Got i n  a b i g  hurry.  

A :  You're damn too t ing  we d i d .  We 1-oaded our t e n  cars and away we come. 
I s a i d ,  "Them guys t h e r e  they won't Load ten cars anyhow them guys." Joe  
M i o t t i e  over he re  and them used t o  have coal l ay ing  a l l  over the place 
and wouldn't load none of S t .  My dad said, "WeS-I., we a i n ' t  go t  any. 
We've got  t o  shoot .  ~ ' m  going home." Old John s a i d ,  "Don't go home mad. 
Load i t  out  of  mine." Be s a i d ,  "T won't load it." That ' s  the kind . . . 
One day Butch, Butch and J o e ' s  dad l i ved  r i g h t  over here.  And t h i s  old 
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Miottie weat to t h e  mine over he re  t o  work one morning see. Ten o 'c lock  
the  mine blows o f f ,  broke down see .  When you blow o f f  a l l  the miners 
just come home. My s i s t e r  and another  woman were looking f o r  their 
husbands. Never d i d  come home. They'd c a l l  up over a t  the mine. They 
s a i d  they went and looked. You know you have a check number, you've got  
your l i f e  check with you. He s a i d ,  "Them guys never d i d  show up f o r  
work." Be s a i d ,  "Their checks a r e  on the board here ye t , "  So they said, 
 hey d i d n ' t  show up f o r  work." So my sister went and opened t h e  cellar 
door and there they was. Both of them drunker than pigs. (laughs) I s n ' t  
t h a t  something? 

N: Uncle Jake. 

Q:  That 's  g r e a t .  That ' s  g r e a t .  One l.ast ques t ion  I w a s  going t o  a s k  
you too about Mulkeytawn. You sa id  you went down the re .  

A: Yes. 

Q: Describe t o  me what happened. 

A: I wasn't i n  Mulkeytown. I d i d n ' t  go that far. 

Q :  Where d i d  you g e t  o f f  at? 

A :  Got o f f  at--we got  kicked out--1 got  kicked ou t .  I was on the  t a i l  
end see .  Got kicked ou t  of DuQuoin. Then we went from DuQuoin and they 
kicked us down t h a t  road i n t o  Pickneyvill-e.  Then 1 heard they had some 
s h o t s  down t h e r e  and I heard the Johnny from Nokomis here got  s h o t  i n  t h e  
jaw. 

Q: Oh yes, Marciendo? 

A: H e  was a c o u n t e r f e i t !  

Q:  Yes, a guy go t  his j a w  shot  up and everything.  Yes. 

N: 1 heard about it but 1 fo rgo t  . . . 
A: Yes he go t  s h o t  i n  the j a w .  Joe Marcfendo, And before  the miners 
even s e t t l e d  he got  a j o b  i n  Number Ten. H e  was working over at Peabody, 

N: They took care of him. 

A :  Sure. They took ca re  , . . They was a l l "  i n  cahoots, The only 
suckers was t h e  poor miners who d i d n ' t  know nothing. They'd a11 been 
better of f  i f  they 'd  s t a y  under the United Mine Workers J ' m  going to tell 
you t h a t .  I s t a r t e d  under t h e  United Mine Workers. I worked about 
sixteen, seventeen years  as a Progressive.  Of course I never  wens t o  8 
meeting. They cou ldn ' t  fo rce  you s o  I d i d n ' t  go. 

Q: Do you read the  Progress ive  Miners Jou rna l?  

A: I g e t  i t  every month. 
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Q: Do you? 

N: Do you still.  get i t ?  

A: Yes. Sure I do. I want t h a t  journa l .  I was reading about t h a t  b i g  
e x p b s i o n  they had our i n  Denver ou t  t h e r e  i n  Colorado. They d i d n ' t  g e t  
those  miners out  y e t  out t h e r e .  When Norman was b o r n  I think i t  was they 
had t h a t  b i g  explosion up here  a t  Mowequa, I l l . i n o i s ,  i t  killed 54 up 
there one morning. 

Q: Is t h a t  i n  t he  1930s? 

A: Y e s ,  about t h a t .  

Q: 1933 wasn't i t ?  

N :  Yes, t h a t ' s  where M r s .  ~ a p e l l a ' s  husband was kill .ed. 

A: I know her. I knew him well .  O f  yes ,  I knew Andy Capella.  She 's  
s t i l l  Living i s n ' t  she? She's a nice woman. She's been he re  a few 
t imes . 
Q: Did you go into Spr ing f i e ld  when they had t he  Mowequa fundra i s ing  
thing i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A: No. No, 1 don ' t  remember. They were Progressives too. 

Q: Mowequa? 

A: Yes. 

: Where is Mowequa? 

A: It's up there by Decatur.  By Decatur.  I t ' s  on the o the r  side of 
Decarur a i n ' t  i t ?  

N: No, i t ' s  on this s i d e .  

A: You go up on Route 2 the re .  

N: 51 I think. 

A: I t ' s  going in toward, what is that  other town up above that? 

N: Blue Mound of Macon. 

A: We marched i n t o  Decatur one time. They had a mine t h e r e  too.  And 
they stopped us on t h a t  br idge.  Stare cop.  

Q: Was this a Peabody mine? 
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A: I don ' t  know who owned t h e  mine. I irnagiae i t  belonged to t h e  Decatur 
Coal Company. Wasn't much t h e r e .  Didn't  l a s t  long. That mine's about  
n ine  hundred feet deep you know. 

9 :  Tha t ' s  i nc red ib ly  deep. 

A:  Assumption. They had a mine the re .  Deepest mine i n  t he  s t a r e .  Nine 
hundred t o  a thousand feet.  But: they on1.y had about four  f o o t  of coal. 
Boy, they had some p r e t t y  coa l  there. Beau t i fu l .  

Q: Good stuff then.  

A: Black. 

Q: Nor much sul,.pher. 

A: I: went t o  get my papers up in Tayl.orvil.1.e I think i t  was I went. 
Yes, Tay1orvil.l.e. Went up t h e r e  t o  g e t  my miner 's papers.  And t h e r e  was 
a guy from Mowequa come t n  t h e r e  you know. No, h e  come from Assumption. 
He was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  guy t h a t  g ive  t h e  in te rv iew f o r  the  papers, Said I 
l i s t e n  t o  t h i s  guy about mining. Even t h e  guy t h a t  was giving it  t o  him 
s a i d ,  "Where do you work?" Because we d i d n ' t  work long haul. work. Oh, 
he s a i d ,  "You work i n  Mowequa. I' H e  s a i d ,   hat's all. Long haul work." 
D i f f e r e n t  kind of work a3.1 together. 

Q: What is  l.ong haul. work? 

A :  They c u t  the r i b s .  They keep c u t t i n g  up. They shoot  it i n  the  back 
of you and people go i n  t h e  f r o n t .  Now he re  we worked room and p i l l a r .  
Every thirty f e e t  they make a room. 

Q: And then you go i n  and you wark t h e  face. 

A: Yes. Every t h i r t y  feet. 

Q: But over in Mowequa they  j u s t  do it . . , 
A :  Boy, i t ' s  a long wall.. 

Q: Long wa1.l .  

A: 1 never  seen any of it myse1.f. But al.1. I s a w  w a s  t h e  p i c t u r e s  of i t  
how they  cur along the wa1. l .  Then they go around and load i t  up see. 
Now rheyiwe got  machines t h a t  do al.1. t h a t .  

Q: You could r e a l l y  mechanize a mine l i k e  t h a t  couldn ' t  you? 

A: Yes, but I t h i n k  i t ' s  dangerous. 

Q: Yes. You don ' t  have any supports do you? 

A: I d o n ' t  see one. They say they a i n ' t  but  I d o n ' t  know. Looked to m e  
awful-1 was even scared o f  t he se  roof b o l t s  when 1 first went t o  Farmersvil1.e. 
You h o w  I ' d  go i n t o  a room and t h e r e  wasn't  a prop i n  it. I was scared. 
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I s a i d ,  "Jesus." Because we was used t o  having them sometimes t h a t  
thick, props all over .  1 was scared .  And he s a i d ,  "That won't f a l l . "  
Then you know they g ive  me a j o b  m e  and another  guy f rom Springfie1,d.  
Job of shoot ing the top  down so they cou1.d g e t  more he ighth  i n  t h e  main 
e n t r i e s  and we'd shoot t h a t  and then  those  b o l t s  wou1.d s t a y  up there. I 
said, "Well, if they can hold them s h o t s  with t h a t  dynamite they  can 
s u r e l y  ho1.d t h a t  roof." I got over i t .  I was just scared .  That 's all. .  

Q: I would be too  i f  I w a s  i n  a mine f a r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime. 

N: Having been used t o  props. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Yes, see ing  something i n  the  midd1.e t h e r e .  

A: Nothing t o  hold i t .  J u s t  l i k e  a ba1.l f i e l d ,  t h i r t y  f o o t  wide and 
nothing holding it. I t 's  scary .  

Q: Where did you g e t  your papers ,  your miner 's  papers?  

A: I g o t  them over a t  Staunton. 

Q: When w a s  t h a t ?  

A: See 1 s t a r t e d  i n  1916, 1920! 

Q: How many yea r s  did you have t o  work l i k e  as an appren t i ce?  

A: Twa. 

Q:  Two years .  And then was i t  w r i t t e n  o r  d id  they ask you questions? 

A: No, they ask you ques t ions  and you d i d n ' t  have t o  w r i t e  them. They'd 
j u s t  ask you quest ions.  And they wanted t o  know haw long you worked at 
the  mine. And then you had t o  have a man w i t h  you from t h e  company t h a t  
you worked t h e r e  two years  o r  from--when my dad was wi th  us.  So we 
d i d n ' t  have no t roub le  a t  a1.l. 

Q: And then you got  your p a p e r s  and you ' re  a miner then? 

A: Yes. Well., we worked anyhow. It d i d n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e .  My dad 
o r  something was sick and he sa id  well., we couldn ' t  go t o  work. My dad 
had his am sick or h u r t  or something. The superintendent  s a i d ,  "What's 
t h e  matter  wi th  them boys they a i n ' t  coming t o  work." H e  safd,   he^ 
a i n ' t  go t  no papers." H e  s a i d ,  "Bring them up here. 1'11 give them 
papers." He sa id ,  "1'l.l. send h i s  b ro the r  w i t h  him." He  said,  'hatt, you 
t ake  these  k ids  with YOU. GO t o  work. We've got  t o  ge t  t h e  coal out ."  
Because we worked, they knew we warked every day. 

N: T e l l .  him about  when Uncle Bi1.1. and Uncle Harry, his twin b ro the r ,  and 
Uncle Harry went t o  a l a b o r  co l lege .  
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ones out  and weld them back i n .  And he cou1.d do i t .  Bill was good. 
I 1  But not  me," I s a i d .  H e  s a i d  why. I s a i d ,  "See who d r i1 . l . d  t h a t ?  
That 's what pu t  him i n  t h e  graveyard . ' I  Pierced through the hag. 

Q: Y e s ,  and I ' m  going t o  ask you about t h a t ,  Did you see any mine 
inspectors? 

A: Oh yes.  

Q:  Rid they do t h e i r  job o r  no t?  

A: Yes, they (laughs) done t h e i r  job. But t h e  o f f i c e  guy sits u p s t a i r s .  
~ b e ~ ' r e  still doing i t  too. They got  men running mines now t h a t  never 
worked i n  the  mines i n  t h e i r  lives. And their bosses,  k ids .  In  them 
days,  buddy, t o  be a boss you had t o  learn, know something. Today they 
d o n ' t  g ive  a damn. As long you can ge t  t h e  men t o  do it. Half t h e  men 
knows more than t h e  boss .  

Q: Tha t ' s  how the i n spec to r s  found out .  Men to1.d them what t h e  problems 
w e .  They d i d n ' t  l i s t e n  too much. 

A: That ' s  t r u e .  The men knowed more about . . , 
Q: They had t h e  Central-ia mine thing down t h e r e  i n  1947. 

A: I remember t h a t .  

Q: They sa id  t h e  in spec to r s  didn't do anything.  

A: No, they d i d n ' t  c a re .  Peabody took it over and she run again. 
They' l l  kil.1 some more i f  they don ' t  be careful. They k i l l e d  t h e i r s e l f  
over t h e  miners. Biggest p a r t  of them. Sure they do. You can't  blame 
t h e  company f o r  t h ings  you do. There's a I.at of th lngs  the miners done. 
I've seen guys here--you know we used t o  have 25 pounds of powder. Used 
to buy it. Well. i t  was sealed you know and you had t o  have a capper rod 
to open that seal.  I ' v e  seen guys t h a t  s i t  there w i t h  a pick and h i t  
t ha t  can j u s t  Like t h a t .  

Q:  The whole damn th ing  would go o f f .  Why do they do t h a t ?  

A: Because they a i n ' t  go t  no b ra ins .  

Q: Did you th ink  some of these guys were c a r d e s s  as they g o t  a little 
b i t  o lde r?  

A: Why sure they pot  c a r e k s s .  They gor o lde r .  They d i d n ' t  have t o  ge t  
o lde r ;  they were c a r e l e s s  before .  There's one guy he re  a t  Panama--you 
ever  s e e ,  you saw them caps they put  on these  fuses  haven ' t  you? 

Q: Yes. 

A: You've go t  t o  have a crimp t o  crimp them on. Guys do i t  with t h e i r  
t ee th .  One guy in Panama done t h a t  too  but he done it j u s t  once. 



John Bellaver 

Q: And t h a t  was i t .  

A: They found him. He was c u t  i n  two. 

Q: Trying t o  take  s h o r t  c u t s  a l .1  t he  time. 

A: They made s h o r t  c u t s  of  him, c u t  him i n  half.  Ki l led  him deader than  
a door n a i l ,  

Q: flow about t h e  carbide lamps? Where those dangerous? 

A: Na. Not around here .  They were where t h e  gas was at. 

Q: You didn't have gas you sa id  i n  the  bottom. 

A: No. There wasn't nothing t h a t  amounted t o  anything. 

Q: Was i s  black damp? Is t h a t  . . . 
A:  hat's where t h e r e  a i n ' t  no a i r .  

Q: What's the re?  J u s t  a vaccum, i s  i t  gas? 

A: No, i t ' s  a gas. I f  you a i n ' t  go t  no air you c a n ' t  b r ea th .  You g e t  
i n  there--I've been i n  i t .  You j u s t  (pants )  and p r e t t y  soon ( c l a p s  
hands) down you go. Tha t ' s  i t .  M e  and Mance was working the e n t r i e s .  
And everytime you shoot  a t  n i g h t ,  you know, (we had t o  shoot  a t  night,) 
we'd have t o  go back and load another  one. Manee knocked t h e  a i r  o u t  one 
day and he f e l l  down and T s a i d ,  "What's the matter, ~ a n c e ? "  He said, 
"There ain't no a i r  in t h a t  en t ry ."  Oh man, ~ r i m a ' s  dad up i n  Nokomis, 
he was a b ig  shot. H e  d i d n ' t  know nothing.  Dumb as a mulestick. I kept  
t e l l i n g  him, " ~ o n ' t  go i n  t h e r e  now. Wait a while. Wait a while. We 
shoot  t h a t  shoot." "Got to go. Got t o  go." I n  them days we d i d n ' t  have 
dynamite, we had them l i t t l e  scr ibs .  Used t o  1-ight t h a t  s c r ib l e t  and 
i t ' d  shoot  back see i n t o  t he  powder. I saw him. I: went in with  him 
because I was a kid compared t o  him. I saw his lamp. H e  was out  there  
t r y i n g  t o  l i g h t  the  fuse  w i t h  a ca rb ide  l i g h t .  P r e t t y  soon he l i t  i t  and 
he turned around and when he d i d  he fell. No more air. See,  the l i g h t  
knocked the air out .  So I grabbed him and drug him ac ros s ,  I w a s  lucky 
he was only about t e n  feet  t o  t h e  c ros scu t .  I pul led  him ac ros s  there 
and "boom" the  s h o t  went o f f .  I f  1'd l e f t  him there he wouldn't have 
l a s t e d .  It would have ki l - led him r i g h t  these .  See, t h a t ' s  carelessness. 

Q: But he probably d i d n ' t  know about  t h a t  b lack  damp d id  he? 

A: I t o l d  him. 1: s a i d ,  ' ' ~ o n ' t  go i n  there now. Don't go i n  t h e r e  now. 
Wait un t i l .  t h a t  air kind of s tar ts  circul-at ing."  

Q: I heard some miners who were tel.1-ing me that t h e  carb ide  lamps would 
go nut when you had bl.ack damp. 

A: Oh, it won't l i g h t .  You c a n ' t  even lit i t  hardly. Sure, i t ' l l  go 
out .  But these e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  i s  always burning.  hat's why a lot 0 5  
men [fall. over.] 
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Q: See a l o t  of miners d i d n ' t  want t o  g ive  up t h e i r  carbides. A 1.ot of 
guys . * . 
N: Those lights wou1.d tel.1. them no oxygen. 

Q: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

A:   hat's r i g h t .  

Q: If you had gas down t h e r e  it'd be something else .  

A: But they 've g o t  s a f e t y  I.amps now t h a t  do the same t h ing  for you. 

Q: What are those like? 

A :  There jus t  a Lamp about t h a t  b i g  and they 've  got  a cage all. around 
them. They're nice. They work. And if there's no oxygen it'll go out 
too .  Rut then you can rel.it it. I f  you go out in the oxygen. 

N: What about t h e  safe ty  equipment they wear on their wais t?  What is 
t h a t  f o r ,  t h e  miners t h a t  they wear? 

A: The bat tery .  That's for t h e  1-ight. 

N: Tha t ' s  for t h e  I. ight,  i s  tha t  a l l ?  

A: That ' s  all. 

N: There's nothing else? 

A: No. 

Q: Rind of l i k e  a recharger .  

A: They charge  i t  once a day. 

Q: War kind of safety equipment d id  you have when you went i n t o  the 
mines in 1917 and 1920s? 

A :  None. 

Q: None a t  all. 

A :  Nothing. 

Q :  When did you start getting your s a f e t y  equipment add what d id  you 
g e t ?  

A :  Oh, that w a s  after t h e  P r o g e s s i v e  Miners and them s t a r t e d .  

A: Y e s .  
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Q: What kind of equipment d i d  you g e t  f irst? You know f o r  sa fe ty  what 
kinds a£ s t u f f  d i d  you . . . 
A :  Nothing. 

Q:  Nothing. But I mean in the 1930s when you g e t  Progress ives  i n  t h e r e  
what kind of equipment d i d  you g e t  then? 

A :  You mean . . . 
Q: Did you g e t  a helmet: . . . 
A: Yes, yes, we had a hel.met. 

Q: When did yyud g e t  t h a t ,  1 9 3 0 ~ 7  

A: Yes, about 1936 we got  t he  helmet. 

Q: How about  t h e  safety shoes of any kind? 

A: Them too. O f  course I had them before  because I ga t  my t o e s  broke a 
few times. But the  f i r s t  cap I bought--a safety cap--was when we got  t o  
Goalton. I t ' s  a wander we d i d n ' t  k i l l  ourse lves  w i t h  t h a t  cap. With 
t h a t  s o f t  cap. 

Q:  You had l i k e  a c l o t h  cap did you? 

A: That's a l l  it was. 

Q: And you had a carb ide  1.ight on i t ,  

A: Yes. Because we knew i t  was t h e r e  when we wore a c l o t h  cap we ducked. 
With t h i s  cap here you could h i t  i t  and then duck. It [ t h e  lamp] won't 
h u r t  you. But then  i f  you h i t  i t  [ t h e  o ld  carbide lamp] i t  was too l a t e .  

Q: I b e t  a ].or: of miners got  h u r t  by having stuff just f a l l  on them 
r i g h t ?  

A: Oh, su re .  A l o t  of them got  their ~ k u 1 ~ l . s  t racked .  Sure.  I wouldn't 
go down i n  the  mine without one of them. 

Q: You know you have some tncredtble pictures bark t hen  taken by companies 
and unions. There are p i c t u r e s  of UMW people  showing t he se  guys d r i l l i n g  
up into the ceilings and s t u f f  like that with c l o t h  caps on and just 
ca rb ide  l i g h t s .  You know i t ' s  al.most a matter of chance that you don ' t  
g e t  h u r t .  

A: It's a wonder they don' t get k i l l . e d  . f '3.1, te1.l you it is. 

Q: I f  you come out  and you ' re  still. whol.e, and you don ' t  have miner 's  
asthma you' r e  rea1l.y lucky. 

N: You're really lucky. 
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A: I had 54 years of i t .  And I done a l o t  of mining. I mean I loaded  a 
l.ot of c o a l  too .  I used to run a loading machine. I used t o  f i x  the  
loading machines. 

: Were you s t i l .1 ,  working a t  t h e  Farmersvi1l.e Mine when my Uncle Joha 
go t  k i l l e d ?  

A:  Oh y e s ,  s u r e ,  

N:  Well., how d id  he ge t  kil.l.ed? What happened? 

A: You know what happened t o  Joha Kuzaek (Mary Ann's uncle) .  He was a 
b o s s  wasn't he? 

N: Yes. 

A: He had t o  have h i s  nose i n  where he shouldn ' t  have been. That 's what 
k i l l e d  him. 

Q: What happened? 

A :  W e l l  I'll t e l l  you. They were recovering props ,  rails. You know 
t he se  r a i l r o a d  rails f o r  b a r s  a c r o s s  these .  And this guy I was t a l k i n g  
t o  you about--this guy from Springfield--looked over t h e  mine beam. H i s  
name w a s  Lansky. They g o t  t hese  b i g  buggies,  you know. We c a l l  them 
buggies  bu t  t h e y ' r e  shu t t l e  ca r s .  h d  they hooked this cab le  unto these 
s h u t t l e  cars and they pul led t h e  prop o u t  from underneath the bar  s ee .  
And this guy here p u t  i t  [ t h e  cable]  on and he h i t  a b i g  prop like t h a t  
s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  middle. Lansky was t e l l i n g  m e  because he was t h e r e  when 
i t  happened. H e  s a id  we t o l d  G a z u t t i  t o  go on o u t  on t h e  entry. Oh he 
had t o  be there  t o  see t h a t  they done i t  right. I said, "Well, Gazu t t i ,  
t h e r e  you are." Be gave t h a t  a j e r k  you know with that b i g  buggy and he 
pul led  t h a t  b ig  prop ou t  i n s t ead  of pu l l i ng  t h e  bar ,  When he did, Gawoampf, 
t h e  whole dam t h ing  come down on t o p  of him. He was i n  the section. 

Q: When d id  t h i s  happen t o  him? 

A :  I d o n ' t  know when i t  was. 

N: 1 t h i n k  Kurt was a month o l d .  

A: I to1.d G a m t t i ,  I s a i d ,  "Gazut t i ,  s tay out of them God damn p laces  .'I 

L hol.l.ered a t  him one day up t h e r e  a t  Coalton. H e  was going by wi th  a 
motor. I kep t  a hol. l .ering and shaking. H e  was boss you know. H e  kept  
on a going. And I s a i d ,  "Be'l.l s top."  There wasn't no track. I knew he 
was going t o  s t o p .  P r e t t y  soon I heard him go boom, boom, boom. I said, 
I' Did you s t o p  now, Gazoots?" 

N: Be worked more than  anybody. 

A: Well., he d i d n ' t  t r u s t  nobody e l s e .  
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N; Be wanted to do it a l l .  himse1.f. 

Q; And he w a s  boss t h e n  i n  1960. 

N: Well, he was super in tendent  a t  Coalton Mines. 

A: Boyr old Gazoots! You know he gave Norman a job you know. Norman, 
my boy. H e  give him a job on t h e  t h i r d  s h i f t  see.  So me and Bill kept 
after him. He'd come down. "Aw you're  p r e t t y  good boy." I s a i d ,  "All .  
t he se  boys from Coalton up here you g ive  them a job on top ,  you g ive  them 
a job a l l  over .  But my boy you g ive  him a job the third shift." I th ink  
t h a t  kind of go t  him. One Sunday morning you know, him and Mary used to 
go t o  church dawn here. I was walking up the  road. He stopped. He 
s a id ,  "Hey, John, eel.1. Norman t o  come up tomorrow morning." 

N: He gave him a day s h i f t .  

A: Be give hinl a day s h i f t .  And h i s  w i f e  s t i l l  blames m e .  Thinks 1 
took Norman t o  the mine which I d i d n ' t .  He went up the re .  And he asked 
Gazoots f o r  t h e  job. T to1.d my wife ,  "Ask him." Oh she s a i d ,  "~e'd l i e  
j u s t  like you." "No," I s a i d ,  "he'l.1. te1.l  you the truth." 

N: She dtdn'  s want Norman i n  t h e  mines. 

A: No. She d i d n ' t  want him t o  work i n  the mines, I said, "What: are you 
going t o  do? Work down h e r e  at t h e  gl.ass factory f o r  two d o l l a r s  a day?" 
Then he d i d n ' t  work I.ong anyhow. He went i n  t h e  navy. When he came back 
t h e  mine was closed. 

Q: Did you ever g e t  a paper ca l led  The Appeal - to Reason? 

A: No. 

Q: Did you ever hear  of The Appeal? - 
A: No. 

Q: A l o t  of miners uver t h e r e  in Gill .espie  take i t .  

A: T get some kind of paper.  I don ' t  even look a t  it. I t 's  a neu kind 
just come o u t  he re  not: long ago. I g e t  the [UMW] miners jou rna l  l i k e  
these  here. 

9: 1 was looking through the  o1.d Progress ive  Miners Joqurnal f o r  1932, 
1933, 1934. 

A: Do they still. p t i n r  it? I guess not. 

Q: 1 ' v e  got 8 microfi1.m of it. 1 ' v e  got  the old copies. 

A :  I d o n ' t  t h ink  they've go t  enough money to print t he  paper, It costs  
money, a l o t  of money t o  p r i n t  t h a t  paper .  
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Q: But i t  was an i n t e r e s t i n g  paper.  It had a l o t  of information as he 
was saying  f o r  t he  women's auxiliaries. They seemed t o  have the ac t iv i t i e s ,  

A: Oh, t he  women was the backbone of t h e  miners. I ' m  going t o  t e l l  you 
t h a t .  They were t h e  backbone of t h a t .  

Q: D i d  they  s e t  up comissar ies ,  food places? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did they? 

A: Yes, they had some. 

Q: And they set them up i n  T a y l o r v i l l e ?  

A: No, no t  i n  Taylorville. S e t  them up down here .  These guys needed 
them down here .  These were the  guys that were o u t  on strike. T a y l o r ~ i l ~ l e  
w a s  t he  scavenger 's  work. And a l o t  of miners didn't come out  i n  Tay1oxvill.e. 

Q: I didn '  t h o w  t h a t .  

A: Yes, a l o t  of them d i d n ' t  come ou t .  No, those  that d i d  come out  got 
f i r e d .  That's how they go t  t h e  scabs i n  t h e r e  and they a l l  scabbed 
t o g e t h e r .  Oh, a lot of miners d i d n ' t  come out. 

Q: About ha l f  of them d i d n ' t ?  

A: Yes, but then they c m e  down here one time i n  Number Nine. I know 
the  woman 1 boarded with they  come up and t r i e d  t o  s t o p  u s  from going 
aver to t he  North Mine. 

Q: Who's they? You mean t h e  United Mine Workers? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And you were a Progress ive  then? 

A: Yes, yes.  I was a Progressive.  

9: Why did they t r y  t o  s top  you f rom going? 

A: I don ' t  know what t he  heck they do. ~ h e y ' r e  having t r oub le  up t h e r e  
up a t  T a y l o r v i l l e  and they were going t o  g e t  all t h e  mines o u t  you know, 
try t o  g e t  them a l l  out .  They d i d n ' t  succeed. 

A: That woman there 1 boarded wi th  her .  There was me and another guy. 

Q: Where was this at when you were boarding? 

A: Over a t  Langley. Number Nine Tayl.osvi1l.e. Langley. And you know 
t h e  l a s t  time I saw her was then. And then  I heard over t he  radio in 
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Taylorvil.1.e they  [ t h e  people he boarder with] had a l i t t l e  money you know 
those people t h a r  boot legging and everything aver t h e r e  a t  Tay1arvil.l.e. 
They had a l i t t l e  money and they  g ive  it t o  t h e  counsel--the I t d i a n s .  
The counsel was a b i g  sho t .  They wanted t h e i r  money. And you know what 
they  g o t ?  They go t  a b u l l e t  i n  the  head, both of them. H e r  and him 
both.  

Q: Who? Who d i d ?  

A: The counsel j u s t  had them shot .  Ki1.J ed them r i g h t  down i n  t h e i r  
basement. Good t h i n g  I wasn't  t h e r e .  

N: Yes. Good th ing  you weren ' t  boarding thar day. 

A: But the boarder was t h e r e ,  he was these  bur they d i d n ' t  bather him. 
They hocked  him cold b u t  they took him and her down i n  t h e  basement and 
ki l - led them. 

Q: Who d i d  they kt].].? 

N: Counsel, the I t a l h n  consuella. 

Q E  You mean the Italian counsel? 

A: Yes, t h e  I t a l i a n  counsel .  

N: The Godfather,  you know, and a l l  that type of t h ing .  They were 
giv ing  him money t o  keep f o r  them t o  i n v e s t  with them, 

A :  Yes, invest i n  I t a l y  I guess.  

N :  And when they asked f o r  i t  back they take it  they were murdered, 

Q: I see .  They shouldn ' t  have asked f o r  i t  hack. 

N: I guess n o t .  

A: If they 'd  have known i t  was coming yes. 

Q: Oh my gosh. 

A :  Kil I d  them both. Then they ki l - led him. The counsel. 

PJ: Who got  him? 

A: I don ' t  know, Some guy from S p r i n g f i e l d  k i l l e d  him. 

Q: Who d i d  ,they kil.]., the people that were asking for their money back? 

A: Yes, he had t h e  gang come out and k i l l .  them. R e  d i d n ' t  do i t  b u t  
they knew who done i t  because t h e  woman d i d n ' t  d i e  right away. 

Q:  Now these are miners t h e r e  that have given their money? 
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N: Yes, bu t  they s t i1 .J  kept  t h i s  Godfather type th ing  going. 

A: I b o w  my aunt  went up the re  f o r  something one time, I took her t o  
Springfie1.d t o  t h a t  counsel .  

Q: Did these  people pl.ay a r o l e  a t  al.1. t hese  miner 's  unions and s t u f f  
l i ke  that? The counsel.'? 

A :  Sure .  They played a ra1.e i n  everything.  

Q: Pol . i t ics  and . . . 
A :  They were gangsters .  

Q E  Y e s .  Yes. 

A: We've g o t  them a l l  wer. 

N: But t h a t  happened at Langl.eyvil1.e. 

A: Yes. Yes, I was t a l k i n g  t o  John DeMikeo up he re  a t  Farmersv i l le .  He 
s a i d  h i s  mother was a Corso from here.  I to1.d him, " H e l l ,  I used to l i v e  
right across t h e  road from where you l i v e .  Right there. I used t o  board 
there ."  That w a s  be fo re  I w a s  married you know. And f: t o l d  him. And he 
s a i d ,  "Do you remember t h a t  woman g e t t i n g  sho t?"  I s a i d ,  "Sure I do. I 
remember when t h e y  kil . led them." I s a i d ,  "Then t h e  counsel, they k i l l e d  
him i n  Spr ing f i e ld  there." 

Q :  Why would they k i l l .  him? Is i t  kind of a r e t r i b u t i o n ?  

A: Recause he was a crook. He w a s  a b i g  crook too. That ' s  why they 
k i l  J ed him. 

N :  Do you remember his name? 

A: No. 1 knew his name. He w a s  an I ta l ian .  One of those thugs .  They 
had a Lot of  them i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  too .  

N: They almost had 1.ike a mafia. 

A: Yes, they did. 

Q: Yes, I heafd about t h a t .  

N: Wherever there were J t a l - i an  miners i n  t h e  area. 

9:  I heard they were 1.ike go betweens f o r  s e t t l i n g  strikes and s t u f f  
l i k e  that, 

N: Probably. 

Q: Did you ever hear a b o u t  t h a t ?  When I w a s  kid they were t e l l i n g  mr 
t h a t  some of these  counsels  wou1.d he1.p s e t t l e  s t r i k e s .  You know they 
wou1.d t a l k  t o  people.  
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A: Talk t o  them guys. They could make them do anything.  W e l l  a p r i e s t  
would do the same t h ing .  

N:  Y e s ,  they used a pr ies t  i n  a 1-ot of p l aces  w i t h  coa l  miners. 

A:  hat's why the old man q u i t  Italy, he d i d n ' t  l i k e  I t a l y .  The priest 
was the boss,  

Q:  And he tried t o  do t h e  s a m e  th ing  here, t h e  priest? 

A: He d i d n ' t  do it t o  my dad because my dad wouldn't go t o  church. H e  
s a i d ,  "That' s ~ h y  I come over  he re .  I' Because my mother used t o  pay bu t  
not my dad. H e  s a i d ,  "I. know what they used t o  do t o  us over  here .  The 
p r i e s t  was the  boss." And he run  the town. 

Q: But he d i d n ' t  do i t  down here? 

A: I could g e t  a job any place. I never missed. 

Q: See what they were d o i n g ,  they were s h u t t i n g  t h e  mines down and 
o p e n h g  them a1.1. t he  .time and then you'd move, is  t h a t  i t?  

A: Sure. But I never d i d  have t o  move away from here .  I always could 
d r ive .  

Q: Like t o  Taylorvi1l.e o r  somewhere e l s e .  

A: Yes. 

Q:  But you wcren' t I.ike a I.ot of o the r  p e o p k ,  You d i d n ' t  go t o  Kenosha, 
Wisconsin o r  you d i d n ' t  go t o  De t ro i t .  

A: No, I wanted t o  s t a y  i n  t he  mines. Which was the  best thing I ever 
done. 

Q: Why? 

A: Because f l iked  t o  work i n  t h e  mines. I f  I w a s  a k id  and s t a r t  over 
again I would go r i g h t  back i n  t h e  mines. Right back i n  i t .  

N:  Kind of gets i n  your bl.ood. Like my dad too loved mining. 

A: Why sure .  Your dad wasn't s a t i s f i e d  u n t i l  he got  back 1x1 the  mine. 
I know he had a good job he re  a t  t h e  sme l t e r  because i t  was working. And 
l3il.l went down and t o l d  him, " ~ e y ,  you want t o  work a t  t h e  mine?" And 
r i g h r  now he'd come. Right now. 

Q: Tha t ' s  all that guy said? 

A: Tany, you know Tony's up i n  Kenosha. My b ro the r  Tony, the e l d e s t  
b ro the r ,  H e ' s  dead now though. And I used to go up and I ' d  ta lk  t o  him. 
f say, ''Hey Tony, how would you 1-ike t o  come back and work i n  the mine?" 
He said, "If  I thought I could I ' d  do it r i g h t  now." 








