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Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by
Carl Oblinger for a special project, "Illinois Coal: The Legacy of an
Industrial Society." The project was sponsored by the Illinois State
Historical Society and funded in part by the Illinois Humanities Council
and the National Endowment for the Humanities. Additional support came
from the Oral History Office of Sangamon State University. Linda Jett
transcribed the tapes and Susan Jones edited the tramnscript.

John Bellaver entered the mine in 1917 when he was sixteen years old. In
this memoir he discusses the various methods of mining before and after
mechanization. He also talks about the Mulkeytown march and the shootings
in Taylorville and Springfield, Illinois.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University and the
I1linois State Historical Library are not responsible for the factual
accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed therein; these are for
the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. 1t may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.
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John Bellaver, Witt, Illinois, April 1, 1985.

Carl Oblinger, Interviewer,

A: We had to pick all the coal out by hand when L started. Your dad
[Mary Ann Johnson's] come here and he started working the old mine. Then

he got a job up here at Cort Camp.

N: [Mary Ann Johnson, niece of Mr. Bellaver and facilitator of this
interview.] Was there an older mine?

A: VWhy, the Rice Miller Mine here in Hillsboro.
N: The Hillsboro mine?

A: Yes, you remember that, don't you? Your grandpa worked there for
years.

Q: What wag the name of that mine?

A: What?

Q: Here in Hillsboro.

A: The Hillsboro mine? That's what it was, the Hillsboro mine.
Q: Who owned that mine?

A: Rice Miller.

Q: Rice Miller. He owned a lot of mines, didn't he?

A: No, he owned that one, and he was the receiver for one of them, at
Nokomis. That's the last one; then he died, too.

Q: So did all of you work in Pennsylvania first?
A: T never worked in the mines at all there . . .
Q: Not in Pennsylvania?

A: Started right here.

Q: And that's it?

A: Bee, 1 was three years old when I came here.




John Bellaver 2

Q: But your dad was in Pennsylvania, then?

A: Yes, he come from Italy right there.

Q: Okay, why did he come from Italy? Why did he leave there?

A: Well, he had to make a living and he couldn't make it in Italy.
Q: Oh, couldn't he?

A: Why, no, there's no work over there.

Q: I thought they had like dairy farming and things like that.

A: (laughs) Not where my dad's at.

Q: No?

A: No, I don't know what they did, really I don't.

Q: Was it getting bad, or it always had been bad?
A: It was getting worse.

Q: How come?

A: There was no labor there, no kind of [work]. They go work for a
farmer, that owned the land; they didn't own nothing. They worked like

plantation slaves, the same thing.

Q: Well, T was just wondering why that particular time? What was it,
18937

A: T don't know, he come here . . .

N: Uncle Harry said 1893.

A: 1 imagine . . . I don't know just exactly, well, I imagine . . . He
didn't work long in Pennsylvania, because he sure hated it out there.
Well, he couldn't make no money.

Q: Not in Pennsylvania?

A: No, fifty cents a day.

Q: Oh, wyeah? That's very low. Why do they pay so low out there?

A: The company had them; that's why they paid so low.

Q: What was the company, do you remember?

A: No. Well, I'1l tell you what it was, it was--yes, I did. [Andrew]
Mellon owned about everything out there. Andrew Mellom.
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Q: And there wasn't any union, was there?

A: No, no.

Q: Not at all?

A: No union, the first union was when my dad come here. They had the
union here, when he was working at the Hillsboro mine. Then they sunk
this mine up here and my dad helped sink it and when they got down to the
coal, well, he got a job here and quit going down there. Quit that mine,
Q: Quit the mine in Hillsboro . . .

A: Yes.

Q: . . . and just did the mine here? What was the name of the mine
here?

A: Cort Camp.
Q: Cort Camp, yes.

A: See, the guy owned the mine was named Cort Camp; that was his regular
name, Then he got killed in the old mine down there. (laughs)

Q: Down in Hillshoro?

A: Yes, in Hillsboro mine., O0ld Cort Camp and his brother both got
killed.

Q: The owners got killed there, eh?

A: They didn't own the mine. They was working at this old mine. They
had sold this. The Indiana and Illinois bought it, First Peabedy bought
it. Peabody Coal Company. 1 worked for them, too.

Q: Okay, Peabody had this mine here first?

A: Yes,

Q: And then who had it after Peabody?

A: Indiana and Illinois.

Q: And that's who had it when they got killed, when these people got
killed?

A: Yes, they sold it to Indiana and Illinois, and then they went to work
down at the Hillsboro old mine, because that's where they lived, right in
Hillsboro.

Q: I see, but did they own this one up here?
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A: They owned it; they sunk it,

Q: 1 see., Going back to your dad, where in Italy did he come from?

A: Quero.

Q: Quero, how do you spell that, do you remember?

N: Q-U-E-R-0, I think.

A: Yes, I think it is, yes.

Q: Q-U-E-R-0.

A: Yes, in Quero, Italy.

Q: 1Is that in northern ITtaly?

A: Yes, right close to Austria. In fact, when my dad was born, it was
Austria. Then they had another war, you know how they used to do there.
And then Ttaly got it back. (chuckles) He was Austrian when he was
born.

Q: Bellaver, is that an Austrian name? A German name? Italian?

A; It's more French.

Q: More French.

A: That's what it is. But really, Dad don't know. They always lived up
there in them mountains. Right up in the top of the mountain.

N: Right in the Alps.

Q: Really? Was it the Alps up there?

A: Yes, sure it is. Yes. I used to get Dad to talk about them mountains
out there, But you know he never had any desire ever to go back there.
He never did.

Q: Why not?

A: Because he didn't like the conditions.

Q: It was bad?

A: He didn't like the conditions over there.

Q: He never had the idea of going back and getting a farm of his own?
A: ©Oh, mo, no. He couldn't of farmed where he was at anyhow. Just
little patches was all they ever had. Just on top of mountains. Now,

Herman went back. He was over there, my boy. He went over there to
Italy. He saw where my mother's dad and them was buried and all that.
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Q: In Quero?

A: Yes.

Q: Oh, he just went back to see where everybody was buried?

A: Yes, sure. Him and a bunch of teachers from Alton. He's out of
Alton, see, and a bunch of teachers took a trip one summer, and he went
with them, and they all went over there.

Q: Oh. That's neat.

A: Yes. It is.

Q: Did many people from Quero, Italy move here?

A:  Pretty near all of them.

Q: Oh, really?

Ar Yes, all around this camp here.

Q: 0Oh, I see, most of the people around here are from that area of
Italy?

A: All around that area.

Q: Who were the first people to come here?

A: I think it was old man Keddemel.

N: Was that how Grandpa found out .

A: Yes, that's how he found out. He knew him, see, from Italy. And he
was here. And Dad was in Pennsylvania. So he wrote old man Keddemel if
he thought he could get a job in the mine out here and he said, yes. He
said, "I'll get you a job." You could get a job in the mine. You could
go with your bucket in the morning and go to work. [You] didn't have to
ask hardly. But do you know how they loaded coal here in the old mine?
Q: No.

A: with a fork.

Q: Because it was so big chunks?

A: They wanted chunks, they didn't want no slag. Now they want slag.
(chuckles)

Q: Oh, ves.
A: They want that slag. With a fork, yes. I remember there was a bunch

of men working here at the Hillsboro old mine. [But] over at Gillespie-~you
know they had a lot of mines over there, Mt. Olive and Gillespie——they
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was paying ten cents a car, [for] ton and a half car. Ten cents a ton
for it.

Q: That's very low.

A: Ten cents a car,.

Q: And how many tons in a car?

A: Ton, about a ton and a half. Aund here they was only paying five
cents. $So a lot of them quit and went over there and got a job.

N: They paid you ten cents a car that you loaded. You were paid by the
piece then, like . . .

A: We was here. Yes, but we got eighty some cents a ton for the coal,
what we loaded here. We got around; it was a dollar and one cents if you
loaded, if the machine didn't cut it for you. 1f the machine cut it,
they paid eighty-nine cents. They paid us eighty-nine cents. Because we
got to rum the machine. We had to pay for that, you know.

N: If you didn't have a machine to cut it, what'd you use? A pick?

A: Yes. They did at Nokomis.

Q: You mean pick and shovel, here. Just picking?

A: Pick it up from on the bottom, start and dig it out. And then you
shoot it, see? After you made a big slab underneath there so you could
go under five, six feet, maybe fifteen, twenty foot wide, well then,
you'd do a couple holes on top, shoot it down, and then you'd load it.
Q: And did you use black powder or . . .

A: Yes, black powder, yes.

Q: Black powder, yes.

A: Here at last we was still using black powder, but it was in pellets
though. We had to buy our own powder. We had to buy all our own tools

and everything.

Q: Yes. And did you have to buy-~is there a company store here for that
or did you have to go to a local store?

A: No, the company furnished--had the powder and that stuff. But we had
to buy our own picks and all, No, they didn't, they didn't have no
company stores here. We had a store here, that supplied all the miners.
They had all the miners' supplies. We had to buy them off of them,
though.

Q: (chuckles) Yes.
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A: It was just like a company store, only a guy owned the store.
Q: What was the name of that store?

A: Clavelo.

Q: Clavelo. Clavelo store. Is that the only store here?

A: That was the only one, when we come here. The miners built a store
up here. They had a cooperative store.

Q: Wwhat was the name of that store?

A: The Miners Cooperative.

Q: Miners Cooperative. That's interesting.

A: Yes,

Q: When did that start?

A: Gee whiz, I was, let's see, I was about 25 years old then.

Q: About 1928 or 1929, something like that.

A: Something like that.

N: 1Is that the one Hugo Pizer ran?

A: No. He run the Clavelo store.

N: Oh.

A: MHugo Pizer run that ome, but the miners hired Fritz Moehlman.

N: Oh, okay.

A: BSee, Fritz Moehlman run this store up here for them until they went
broke. Mine would start slacking down, mine didn't work, lot of guys
wouldn't pay their bills.

Q: When was that? When did it go broke?

A: Oh, God, it's been broke a while. The mine was closed down I think
about 1930, something like that.

Q: 1930 year?
A: Yes,

Q: Okay, let's back up. When you first started, your dad was here
working at the mine over here, right?
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A: Yes,

Q: Okay, when was that he came here, 19037
A: I came in 1903, he come before that.

Q: He came before that?

A: Yes, he come around, hell, he was here about a year. See, my brother,
my oldest brother and sister were born in the old country.

Q: And what were their names?

A: Tony.

Q: Tony.

A: My brother and Tricia, Gilda's mother.

N: Yes.

A: They were born in the o0ld country. Of course, we couldn't afford to
take them back with them. So after Dad started working here, mno, he's
working in Pennsylvania yet, Tony and them sent for him to come over.

They stayed in Pemnsylvania then about a year and moved here.

Q: Oh T see. They stayed in Pennsyvania and he came here and started
working first.

A: Yes. And then when he made enough money, (chuckles) he sent a ticket
to get them here.

Q: They came on train?

A:  Yes.

Q: Yes. And that was 1903 when you came here, then?

A: Around 1903, I was only about two, three years old when I come here.
Q: I see. When you first got here, were there any other Italians here?
A: Oh, yes, sure. Sure.

Q: All over?

A: Sure. They knew people here.

Q: And they're from Quero, Italy?

A: Yes. The guy run the store, see, he come from Ttaly, too. And Dad
knew him. He come got us at the depot and took us up there. We rented a
house over here, you know, the one next to Leana Delcandon, across the
road (in Schram City).
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N: Yes.

A: That house house there.
N: TIs that the first house?
A: That was our first house.

N: T'll be darned. Did Grandpa and his brothers build those duplex
houses?

A Yes.
N: They had them built

A: See, we were living out here on the farm. Reusslein, you know where
Reusslein's farm is out here?

N: Yes.

A: We was living out there. And Grandpa-~-there was five brothers. Only
four of them here, the one in Pennsylvania, still, he died there.

Q: He never came, yes.

A: His wife didn't want to move out of that hole they lived up there in
Pennsylvania. (chuckles) They lived up there in the valley, up in the
hole, but still they call it the valley. I was talking to my cousin
yesterday. I said, "Is the creek still running in front of your house?"
He said, "Yes, it's still there." I said, "I don't think a bulldozer
will move that."

Q: (chuckles) And that was in Bridgeville?

A: About four miles out of Bridgeville. They call it Bedeling, Pennsylvania.
There used to be mines all along them hills there, you know. My dad
worked there in the mines. And his brother stayed there. And so one day
they tried to get his brother to come here, see, He did come here, and
he worked a little bit here in the mine, but his wife wouldn't move out
of that dump they lived out there. 8till, I called it a dump. I was out
there a couple of times. And his wife wouldn't come, so he had to go
back. So he went back, and he died there. WNever did come here. Now,
she come over here one time. Finally got her to come see us, and you
know, she wanted to stay here. She said, "I like it here now that I'm
here." 1T said, "Yes, you can see here." I said, "With your eyes, you
can't see nothing. The sun don't hit you until 10 o'clock.” They were
right in the hole, right in the valley.

Q: Yes. But they didn't come, then?

A: No. No. Then she died. The boy came here. The oldest boy, he
worked here in the mine with us, you see. He stayed with us down there
and he worked here. And finally his mother died. When she died, he went
back and that was the end of it.
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Q: So when you got here, you rented a place here,
A: Oh, yes.
Q: And then you went out to a farm?

A: Yes, went out on the farm out here, but not to work the farm. They
just rented the house,

Q: Just rented the house, yes,

A: Yes. And then my uncle worked in the old mine, and the rest of the
uncles was working up here. We had three uncles including Dad.

Q: And what were those uncles' names?
A:  John.

Q: John.

A: Angelo. John, Angelo, and Pete.
Q: And Pete.

N: And Grandpa was Matt.

Q: And your dad's name was Matt,

A: Matt, yes. Matteo,

Q: Matteo.

N: You want their Italian names? (chuckles)
A: Matteo.

Q: Yes, I don't mind that.

N: Matt was Matteo.
Q: Matteo.
N John was Giovanni.

A: T wanted to mame Norman, Matt. I told the doctor, you know, when
Norman was born. Of course, I didn't want him named Matt, but Dad didn't
want him to. Didn't want me to name him Matt.

N: They really Americanized [the names].

Q: Who did the Americanizing? The family or the school?

N: The school, probably. But Grandpa was . . .
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A: No, my dad. Yes, he said, '"No." So I said I'll just name him Matt
his second name. So Norman, I named him second name, Matteo. I was
going to call him Matteo but Doctor Telford put it Mathew.

Q: Dr. Who?

N: Telford.

A: Telford. George Telforxd.

Q: And he did that, that's how some of that happened?

N: A lot of that happened that way, the birth certificates would be
Americanized, wouldn’'t they?

A: Oh, yes.
N: Yes.
Q: That's what happened?

N: Glovauni is John. And Angelo just stayed Angelo the whole time.
Mathew betame Matt, Matteo.

Q: Now, these are the brothers?

N: Yes.

Q: Yes.

A: Have you got Guy on there?

N: Pietro and Guy, Guitano.

Q: Guitano. (locking at pictures)

A: Let's see old Guy, let me see a look at him.

Q: Terrific picture.

A: Yes. You know what Matt and all them used to call old Guy. He look

ike a Arab.

-

N: Yes.

A: They said, "He's an Arab." (laughs) Yes, old guy.

N: Angelo, John.

A: This guy, this one here, he got killed. Horse kicked him,

Q: What, who was that now? Which, which . . .
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N: John, Giovaunni,.

A: John. The youngest brother. Kicked him right here and broke his
leg.

N: And he died from that?
A: Dr. Swan gave him chloroform, and he never did wake up.

Q: He messed up on the anesthesia. He didn't know what he was doing.

z

Eight kids. Yes, and eight kids to feed.
Q: Who took care of the kids then?

N: The family.

A: The Bellaver family.

Q: Did you take them all in?

A: No, they had their home down there.

N: They were already in the duplex then.

Q: Let's go back to something you said, a duplex. Did you all build
your own homes here eventually?

A: Yes, yes.

Q: Who did the building?

A: They had carpenters here.

Q: Oh, they did the building?

A: Yes. No, the carpenters did it for them. They didn't do no work.
They wasn't very much . . . you know, them fellows come from the old
country, like my dad and them, they wasn't much on carpenter work or
anything like that. Dad wasn't even a good gardemer. WNow his brother
was. See, his brother, Pete, he'd rather tinker around in the garden
then anything else. (chuckles) My dad, he wasn't much of a gardener.
Q: Yes.

N: They sort of combined their talents . . .

A: 0Oh, yes.

N: . . . like Uncle Pete did the gardening and Grandma did the sewing.

A: Grandma done pretty near all the sewing and all that. Of course,
they done most of it by a little needle.
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Q: Did she . . .

A: My ma had a machine though. She always had a machine.
N: She was a tailor.

A: FEnos's still got that machine that my mother had.

Q: Oh, I see. The one brother's wife was a

N: Matteo's wife was a tailor's daughter.
Q: Oh, I see.

A: She could sew pretty good.

Q: Did she make clothes for the family?
A: Oh, yes.

Q: What kind of clothes did she make? Everything?

A: She could make our overalls. She knitted us sweaters, everything.
She did.

Q: Oh. BSo then, how many houses were there in this duplex? Two houses?
A: Two houses. But they had . . .

N: TFour families.

A: Let's see, one, two .

N: There were four families in two houses.

A: Yes, eight rooms.

Q: Eight rooms. There was . .

A: But there was different houses.

Q: Four familes, two houses.

A: You can see them houses. They're still there.

N: Yes, we'll drive down and look at them.

O

Okay, yes, I1'd like to see that, That's good.

A: That guy sure ain't taking care of them things.

N: ©Oh, I'd say.
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A: T should have really bought them houses. You know, just for sentimental
[reasons].

Q: Fix them up.

A: Harry said, "By God, why don't you buy them?" I said, "Why in the
hell don't you buy them. (laughter) You got more than I have.”

Q: Yes.

A: I said, "I got 4 house, I don't need it." See, after I got married-—-
when I first got married—-I lived down there. We lived there down in
Schram. Then Ma said, "Well, John, it's time for you to move out of
there." See, it was all free rent. I didn't have to pay no rent, the
house belonged to my dad. He built it for my brother, Tony, that house.

And he said, '"Matt's going to need a house. You rented there now for two
years, We'll let him have it for two years." (laughter)

N: I didn't know that.

A: And then I moved up in Aunt Purina's house, you know, one of them
places there., Grey didn't care, in fact; she liked it better. Because
she was with my mother then. My wife, she liked it better. So she said,
"That's fine." So Mathew, he was the last one to live in that house.

N: Which house was that, I don't remember . . .,

A: You know, right there by, by the tavern, in Schram City, when you go

N: Oh, okay. That house is gone now.
A: No! HNo!
N: No? It's still there?

A: Oh, my God, no, it's still there. It's the last house as you go out
here, before you get to, before you hit the . . .

N: Across from Woody's.

A:  Yes.

N: Yes.

A: Dad built that for Tony, see, my brother. See, Dad had bought a lot.
They used to come around and sell them in them days, see. Company even
s0ld them.

Q: Company? Coal company would sell to you?

A: Yes. They'd sell them. I bought a lot over in Gillespie. I wasn't

even married. I said, maybe I might need to get a job over there. They
had a mine over there, you know. So I went over there one day, I said,
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"Now, I don't think I want to work over here." It'd be an awful mine to
work in.

Q: Where was this mine?

A: At Hennessey. By Gillespie, just about four miles east of Gillespie.
N: Did you sell the lot, then?

A: No, just let it go. It was only twenty-five dollars.

N: Let it go for tazxes. (chuckles)

A: There wasn't nothing to it. Only twenty-five dollars. We had our
timeS .

Q: I bet.
A: Yes, we did. We enjoyed them too.

Q: Weren't there enough houses in this area when you came here? For all
the people?

A: Oh, yes.
Q: There were enough houses?

A: See, a lot of them had worked at the mine, had lived in Hillsboro and

they walked it, see up the track, or rode it on a bicycle. Oh, yes, they

had a lot of houses. They're all gone, but they took them all down, half

of them is gone. Those houses been torn down and everything. This one

here, if I hadn't bought this place, it'd been gone. Gause it was deteriorating.
I only give five hundred dollars for this house and two for the extra lot

when I bought it. Five hundred bucks.

N: Just kept improving it.

Q: It's nice.

A: Didn't have nothing. You could see through the walls. And remember
we had that old kitchen over there, stinking old kitchen., Marie used to
raise the devil with it. Cold, had a heating stove sitting here in the
winter time. So one day, I said, "I'll fix that." So I just put a
furnace in and I said, "We'll take care of that." So we kept pretty good
after that.

Q: Why did everybody come to this area?

A: There was a lot of work here.

Q: Instead of going to Hillsboro? Was right here that the mine was?

A: A lot of work all around here.
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Q: In this

A: Well, I'1l tell you, in them days the biggest part of the miners
tried to get as close to the work as they had to because they had to
walk, In the winter time, it was breezy out there. We used to walk from
down there to up here to the mine, you know. Come up the railrvad track,
They killed four miners coming up the railroad track one night here,
Train did. It was raining like the devil and they was all, you know, was
walking on the side. Big passenger train come down there about ninety
miles an hour. He couldn't see anyone. He even blowed his whistle, but
heck, ninety miles an hour, it wasn't doing very much good. Killed four
of them. One of them was our cousin, too.

Q: Oh, gee=z.
A: Tony saw him. My brother, Tony. He's a devil. (laughter) Yes.

Q: So that's why everybody lived in this area, it was really rough to
walk back and forth. It was cold.

A: Sure, that walking will kill you.

Q: Was there kind of a group here, that you would pool your money for
things?

A: No.

Q: Did you take all your money, like a fratermal group?

A: Just family, just family. Family was the only thing you ever pooled.

Q: Just family.

A: Not even the banks got very much of it. Didn't make encugh. (chuckles)
We done pretty good, though, in the mines, us guys. Because we worked
steady, you know. A lot of people go to the mine and they might as well

stayed home. Yes, bunch of lazy skunks.

Q: You mean, they didn't work hard?

A: Yes, they wouldn't do nothing.

Q: Well, how was the work organized? Did you work in two and threes?
A: Two.

Q: Two of you. Did you have what, a miner and a helper?

A: No, both of them were miners.

Q: Both of them miners?

A: Now, look, when I started in the mine, me and my brother were twins.
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Q: When was that you started? What date was that?

A: Started in 1917.

Q: Okay.

A: And my dad took me and my brother in at the same time. See, the
miners took their sons in. Anytime, when they got sixteen years old, you
could go into the mines. But not before. Now it's got to be 18, but
then it was 16. We wasn't any bigger than that., (laughter) Me and my
brother Bill . .

Q: Well, 1917, you weren't sixteen yet, were you?

A: Oh, yes. I was eighteen, I was seventeen.

Q: You were seventeen,

A: 1 was sixteen. I was born in 1901, see,

Q: Oh, okay, yes.

A: So me and my brother, and then, see, he took us in. Matt was working
with Dad. Well, then, Matt went and worked with my brother Tony, and me
and Bill went in as one man, twins. (laughs) So that way we got a
double, a turn, The fellows said, "Well, I went in with my dad by myself
at sixteen T only get halfturn.”

Q: Halfturn.

A: Yes, but with my brother, we got them both. Of course, we had fixed
that all up after we got in the mine a while. We had fixed that up
pretty good because my brother Bill, he was pretty lively and he used to
drive mules, see. He used to have mules in the mines. Well, then I got
the full turnm just the same. That way he got paid company wages.

Q: Oh, I see.

A: He got pald company wages.

Q: How much was a turn, how many cars or how many ton?

A: Well, just whatever the driver would bring you. Ten ton was a good
day's work in the coal mine.

Q: So you got a half turn and then you got a full turn?

A: Yes.

Q: You got a full turn because both of you were in there, right?
A:

Yes. We made it a full turn by getting, by us two kids.
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Q: Yes. So your dad and all of you were making out pretty well.

A: Oh we done pretty good. We used to draw as high as a lot of times
four or five hundred dollars every two weeks. But we loaded coal, we
didn't fool around. See you got paid by the ton. If you didn't load you
didn't make no momey. You'd just as well go home.

Why were you able to load so much coal?

Because we knew how to mine coal. My dad was a good coal miner.

What makes a good coal minex?

O -

: You know how to shoot the coal down so you could pick it up with a
shovel.

Q: A lot of miners didn't know how to do that?
A: VNo, they didn't want to, they were too lazy.

Q: What'd they do?

b

They just starved to death., (laughter) 1I'll tell you what they did.
Q: Didn't they know how to shoot the coal?
A: No. A lot of them didn't know mothing.

Q: Why didn't they learn because then they're going to starve like you
say? Why didn't they learn?

A: Because they're stupid. You know some of them couldn't even write
their own names. Did you know that? They could not write their own
names. Now my dad could. (laughs) He wasn't no dummy. You're darn
tooting.

Q: Were there any bad accidents at all?

A: In the mine?

Q: Yes.

A: Oh sure, Not here so much but a lot of people got hurt. See, that's
another thing about working in the mine. Laziness. See, you used to
have to take care of your own roof. That's where they got it, from the
top. If you put up a prop it holds. If you didn't it'd come down on top
of you. A lot of miners said, "That'll hold. It's been up there for a
while. We'll go ahead and load the car." Some of them got killed.

Q: Did you sound the roof?

A: Sure. You better, I'll tell you.
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Q: Did all the miners sound the roof?

A: I don't think now they do.

Q: But back then everybody had to sound the roof?

A: Yes sir. You took care of your own place and your own hide, boy. If
you got hurt they carried you out., That was it. And you knew what you'd
done when you've got to come out of the mine if you got hurt. You stayed
in the office until they got ready to come and get you. There was no
ambulance or anything, brother. I've seen them haul them home in a
wagon,

Q: All hurt and everything else.

A: Yes sir.

Q: So compaired to other mines, the mine down here, how many accidents?
Was it more than most mines?

A: Yes, there was more men in the mines.

Q: How many men worked in the mine?

A: Five hundred worked there. Five hundred men worked there.
Q: When you started there were five hundred there.

A: You see for the coal they got out they could get that coal out now
with about two hundred, one hundred fifty men.

Q: Okay. Back in the time when you started you said there were mules,
there wete mules going in and stuff, Were there any machines when you
started?

A: Yes, to cut the coal, yes.

Q: There were coal cutting machines.

A: Yes.

Q: But it wasn't all then pick and shovel?

A: No, no.

Q: What kind of machines were they?

A: Just a little~—we used to cut a three foot strip in underneath the
coal,

Q: 1 see.

A: And then they'd pull it out, back it up and cut another one. They
cut it thirty foot wide.
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Q: The men that were working those machines did they get paid by the
day?

A: By the guy that loaded the coal.

Q: Oh, by the coal loader.

A: Yes.,

Q: He had to pay them out of his wage.

A: Yes, he had to pay them out of our wages. BSee if we'd pick our own
coal, pick it all and everything we got a dollar and one cents a ton.
But i1f we paid him we only got eighty-six cents a ton.

Q: And he got the other,

At And he got the other,

Q: So he got so much a ton then for cutting.

A: He got so much for everything. If he had a good bunch of loaders,
what we called it them days, the machine man made good money.

Q: And you guys were loading then?
A: We was loading. That's all we ever done.

Q: Well then, you weren't really mining. You were actually just loading
it at that point if he was using that machine.

A: No, no. The machine, when he cut the place we had to shoot that
coal.

Q: What was that thing, just undercutting it?
A:  Just undercutting it.
Q: And then you had to shoot it anyway.

A: Certainly. Yes, but it was the same thing. I1'd rather shoot it than
mine it with a pick. You see I was working over at the North Mine in
Nokomis and he put me to pick work one day. We called it pick work see.
I looked at that superintendent and said, "I don't think, I never done
any of it." And my buddy said, "This is easy. You just lay down and
make your money here." The next day I just picked up my little old
Model~T Ford and I went over to Taylorville. I worked over there. I
said, "I know where they've got machines. I'm not going to pick that
coal." Oh, no. It's too hard.

Q: Those undercutting machines really made a difference.

A: Oh, yes. They made the mines.
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Q: You really had to have skill though to know how to shoot that, didn't
you?

A: That was the main part because if you didn't you'd ruin your top.
And if you'd ruin your top you'd get killed.

Q: You mean the roof?

A: Yes, sir. Powder's just like anything else. It goes to the easiest
part. And if the roof was the softest it brought it down with it. But
my dad had pretty good skill. He was pretty skilled. He never drilled a
hole that went up like that [at an angle], never. He always drilled
straight. Said, "It'1l never go up." He says, "It'll kick down."

Q: But a lot of miners didn't know that.
A: No, they didn’'t care.

Q: How did your dad learn how to do this? Was this in Pennsgylvania he
learned?

A: Well, he had to pick it in Pennsylvania. They had no machines there.
No machines at all. They picked everything. But the ceal iIn Pennsylvania
is different than here. The seam, you know, they've got seams in the
coal. You could take a pick and bust it. But you'd have to bust it.

But here the seam lays flat. And there it didn't so they picked the

tims, picked the side and shot it this way.

Q: And here it's different.

A: Now up here at Farmersville, I worked there nineteen years. That's
the softest coal 1 ever worked in.

Q: That's bad, isn't it?

A: No, it's good work. Boy, them big chunks. I've seen chunks of coal
out there and they shoot it by air, you know. They used to shoot it with
air. Chunks of coal weighed two ton come out on the job. But you could

break it easy. It was a very good grade. You had to hold it and shoot
it. Nokomis coal was the worse there ever was.

Q: Was it a good burning coal though?

A: It burned good but Nokomis coal has got too much sulpher in it.

Q: Oh, does it?

A: Oh Lord. You know I went from here up to Nokomis to work for Coaltomn.
And see if you didn't clean your coal and you loaded it they'd dock you
for it. It'd cost you fifty cents. If you got three of them you got
fired.

Q: Really. What kind of stuff do you mean by cleaning it?
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A: Clean that sulpher out of it. You see it had all them yellow streaks
in it. You'd had to take your pick and clean that out.

Q: Clean that out.

A: Yes. 1If you didn't load, they didn't want it. But you'd get by with
a lot, We used to take a sledge and bust it and make it all pieces. We
got by with it. Because you couldn't clean all that stuff. I was trying
to clean it and a guy came by and he said, "Hey, if you're going to do

that in this mine you're going to get no tonnage. You're getting paid by
the ton. Load it. Forget it."

Q: And they didn't dock you then?

A: No. They knew how the coal was. They knew you couldn't take it all
out. Coal was worse in the North Mine. North Mine was good work. I
liked the North Mine better than the Coalton Mine.

Q: Why?

Because it had better top, better work.

Easier to work.

o2 &

Higher coal, nine and ten feet of coal.

Big seam you mean like.

&2

: Yes.

Q: What was the seam like here?

=

Five feet. No, it was a seven foot seam here.
Q: That's pretty large.

A: But you take up there by Elkhart that's only five feet. But that
mine never ., . .

N: They laid down on the machines at four feet.

A: They've got all machines., No, no they can walk five feet. You can
walk five feet.

Q: 1It's just not too much, it's not a thick enough seam.

A: Of course they might shoot the top down too and make it or cut the
bottoms.

Q: You were talking about this fellow that was running this undercutting
machine, Who picked him out? Who hired him? You did yourself or the
company?
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A: No, no, the company hired him but the company put him on there. See
the machine belonged to the company.

Q: Was there such a thing as company men and other men?

A: Yes.

Q: Yes. And which ones were company men?

A: Guys that laid track. Guys that throwed rock away, mule drivers.
All them were company. Only guys that wasn't company men was the loader.

Q: But let's see now, you said the undercutter gets paid by the ton.

A: He gets paid by the ton by the guy loaded it.
Q: Out of how much you made.

A: Out of the loader's wages.

Q: S0 he had to be in good terms with you.

A: You know he made good money.

Q: But he could make bad money couldn't he if he didn't have good loaders?
A: Yes, 1f he had a bunch of lazy skunks working for him. But you know
we had a way them days, the machine men and everybody, to get rid of some
of those birds.

Q: The machine men.

A: The loaders that wouldn't load.

Q: How did you get rid of them?

A: The superintendent got vid of them. Said, "They didn't sink these
mines just for you to come down and take a breath and then go home. They
sunk them to get the coal out."

): Did you set your own hours?

A: No. We had unions whenever I started.

Q: Oh, you mean the UMW was here. They were here when you got here.

A: Yes.

Q: Okay, how much did the company men get when you got here?

A: When I started mining they was getting $4.25 a day.

Q: Okay. That was the company men.
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Yes.
Not the undercutter but evervbody else.

See the only guy that didn't get paid by the company was the loader
he got paid by the ton.

Track layers got $4.25,

Yes.

Everybody got $4.25.

Mule drivers.

This is a unionized field.

Yes.

Even Peabody was UMW, right?

Same thing, yes. Everything.

Did you have to join the union when you first went to the mine?
Oh, yes. I joined three or four different times.
Why did you join three or four different times?

Because T quit and let my card drop and wouldn't pay the dues. And
next time 1'd get a job 1'd pay dues, pay up.

I see. You had to pay all the backup.

No, just $10. Today, you know what it is teday? $300 to join.
That's a lot.

Too much.

How much was it then you had to pay when you first joined?

510.

$10 that's it.

That was it.

How much a week did they take out?

That didn't take nothing out.

Oh they didn't.
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A:
Q:
Az

Q:
did

Q:

A:

No. Oh yes, we used to pay $.25 a month dues.
The checkoff didn't come until later, did it?
It come on pay day.

But they didn't take it right off your check until about late 1920s
they?

Oh no. No. They took it right off the first day I started the mine.
In 1917.

Yes sir. The miner's union got their check. You bet you.

They did. Was it the local that got it?

Yes.

What was the local here, what number was that?

I don't know what the local. 1In fact I forget even what the local

number was up here. 1900 and some.

Q:

A:

But you mean they got that dues right away?

Oh yes. Every month you paid dues. You know dues is high now in the

mines. The highest I paid was $5.25 up here,

Q:

A
S50.

A month?

Yes, a month. Now they tell me it's around thirty some dollars or
God. Well they're just like the rest of them. They're grafting.

Yes. Were they grafting back then?
No.

(laughter) They didn't have anything to graft. Did you have good
that are your officials for your local unions?

Yes, they were pretty honest.

Who were they?

They're all . . .

What were their names?

My neighbor here Sam Tearin was one of them,

Sam Tearin., How do you spell his last name?
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A: T-E-A-R-I-N. Barts Lingo. T don't know how you pronounce his last
name .

Q: Barts Lingo.

A: Yes, he was secretary. He was good too.
Q: Okay. Were these people from ethnic groups? With an Italian background?
A: No, no. These are Johnny Bulls.

Q: Johnny Bulls. Okay. You mean British guys, right?
A: Yes, British.
Q: Were they the guys that were usually in the union?

A: Yes, they took care of the union, the biggest part, the British did.
Italians couldn't do that.

Q: How come?

A: They didn't know nothing.

Q: Did you get to know something and did any of the Italians move up?
A: Matt is the only one.

Q: Matt.

A: Her dad. That's what kept him out of the old mine that time.

N: 1Is that right?

A: Sure. I'1l tell you the reason why. Red Knox. Do you remember Jim
Knox, and his brother George? You know George. Well, that's his brother.
Kerfield was another one. And a few others. My brother got a job down
there. Well, he had to quit you know. Remember he quit there. You
don't remember. You was little when you went to Chicago. That was when
I just got married. And then I moved in-—in fact I bought his furniture,
Sure, I bought his furniture.

N: That's when they moved up to Chicago looking for work.

A: Yes, and T got married and he come back and John got him a job again.

0f course he lost=-he didn't have a card. Progressive Miners were there

at that time. And he didn't have no card. So Matt went to work some

place. I don't know if he did work or what he didn't do. I heard he got

a job at some mine and got his card see. You had to work for a card.

They wouldn't let you just pay it. You had to work. In our days you

used to pay it. But them days you had to work for it. 5o when he deposited
that card George Knox and Jim and Kerfield and a few others wouldn't let
Matt start. Said, "That card is a fake." Which I guess it was.
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N: Oh really.

A: (laughs) I'm pretty sure it was. But they wouldn't let him start
but then they let Talby start and he's a big crumb. See because all the
Talby's owned the mine practically. They even worked there all their
lives. And this old Noble MacBeth, he was a mule driver and they knew he
was a pretty good one. So Matt got a job at the smelter which he was
better off until he got a job at Coalton Mine. That's how it happened.

I come pretty near to telling George Knox. They was my best friends.
They kept me from getting the job, him and Jim Knox.

N: Great friends,

A: Yes, my friends. I was going down to the old mine. I was living
there in Schram City then. Kept going down there looking for a job.

It's hard to get a job in that little mine. It was a blessing I didn't
get it because it was the poorest place to work there was in that old
place like that.

Q: Which mine was that?

A: Right there, you know where the old mine office is it. Right there.
Q: Was this Hillsboro?

A: Yes, right there where that there cement factory is at now.

Q: Who owned that? Who owned that mine?

A: Rice Miller,.

Q: Rice Miller owned that.

A: They sunk that mine.

N: They sunk that mine and he sunk the Coalton Mine too.

A: No.

N: ©No, that was already there?

A: That there belonged to the--that mine there was the--let's see who
the devil owned that mine. I worked for them too. They went bankrupt
see. | was working there when they went backrupt. They was from southern
I1linois. The Millers was the receivers see, They shut down for thirteen
years. They was paying Miller to take care of this mine. They had a man
there taking care of it, keep pumping the water out of it and all that.
Well, then after fourteen years they started it back up. I was working

over at the North Mine and I went back down there because they was working
every day at the North Mine.

Q: They were.
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A: The mine was working pretty fair, the North Mine, but we were on a
division of work. See that was when the loading machines started coming
in the mines.

Q: When was this?

A: Let's see, Tt was about 1935, 1934, 1935, And the machines started
coming in the minesg, the loading machines. They didn't need no man
loading it with a shovel no more when the loader come in. So we had to
g0 on a division of work.

Q: What's a division of work?

A: You work one day and the other guy works one. You stay home one day
and they work one. That's the way they worked it. The mine worked four

days a week you got two, see.

Q: Wasn't the United Mine Workers and the operators wanting to let men
go and not do a division of work?

A: They did. The United Mine Workers did and the Progressives wouldn't
allow it.

Q: Were you a Progressive?
A: Yes, I was there. Sure. I had to. What was I going to do? [There
wasn't] anything you could do about it. You have to go the way the mine

goes and we was working there.

Q: Okay. I'm really getting ahead of myself but what is the division
between the Progressive Mine Workers and the United Mine Workers?

A: There ain't nothing.
Q: There's no difference between the two?
A: Only difference is you don't get a damn thing if you was on a pension.

The Progressive Miners pays me $325 a month, The United Mine Workers . .,

Q: But down here let's say in 1932 when the Progressives broke with the
United Mine Workers. They started their own union over at Gillespie.
All these miners over here were they Progressive Miners?

A:  Yes, just around here. And over to Gillespie way. But not the
Peabody. They tried it.

Q: Where's the Peabody Mine?
A: Up in Taylorville.

Q: Taylorville.
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A: You couldn't get no where there. Couldn't get in there at all. See
they imported a bunch of scabs up there,

Q: Where did they . .

A: From West Virginia and around. Imported them.

Q: You mean the men that were in Taylorville were Progressives, really,
the miners there?

A: They were but they all got fired. Then they brought in . . .

Q: They brought in those scabs.

A: The scabs from West Virginia.

Q: And did they stay there~—those scabs?

A: No, they didn't stay there. You damn tooting.
Q: What happened to them?

A: Some of them are there yet I believe.

Q: Yes. Yes. Did you go on up to Taylorville?

A: No, I stayed here.

Q: They had a lot of men going up there, didn't they?

A: My buddy went up there. I wouldn't go.

Q: Who was that?

A: He's dead too. He was from Pana, He went up there. Ralph, yes, he
went up there to work. My uncle, my wife's uncle was a hoisting engineer
up there see. I was working there at Number Nine. I said, "Oh, no."

Q: That's in the Midland track, the Peabody?

A: Yes, it was the Midland.

Q: Those are huge mines.

A: 0Oh, yes. They're all dome now. Did you ever see that museum up in
Chicago?

Q: No. Which one?
A: They've got a Peabody mine there. Right in the museum.

Q: Probably Science and Industry Museum.
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N: Yes.

A: Yes. And they've got a coal mine there. You can go down in there.
And it's that Number Nine Mine where I worked.

Q: You mean they brought all that stuff up there?

A: No, no. It's just artifical., But they've got coal down there.
They've got a cutting machine down there. Robert saw it. He went down
there, yes. He said, "Grandpa, did you work in this mine?" I said, "I
sure did. I worked there about two years.”" Boy, I made good money
there. Peabody worked every day, every day, six days a week.

Q: Well, they had those machines in there, too, didn't they?

A: Yes. But they worked every day. Then they shut it down for a year.
I got back down here, Number Ten.

Q: When did they shut thelr mine down? What year was that?

A: They shut that down in 1927. But they opened it up again. They
worked a long time after that. But I wouldn't go back. Because I was
married. See I got married. When you're single you can go any place.
When you're married you can't move. And my wife's uncle was a hoisting
engineer for Peabody Coal Company see. Big fat guy. I didn't know him
until she told me it was her uncle. He called me up and he said, "Say,
we're going to open up the mine. Do you want to come back down? Come
up?" I said, "I've got a job." T was working at the North Mine.

Q: That wag 1927, 1928,

A: Yes. T said, "No, I ain't coming back there." So I never did go
back., I could have worked up there but the superintendent wanted to give
me a job over at the other mine. I wouldn't take it.

Q: What other mine?
A: Number Eight, Tovey. I wouldn't take it.

Q: You mentioned Johnny Bulls, the English guys are in charge of the
unions. How did the English and the native Americans get along with the
Italians?

A: TI'1ll tell you how they got here. They got along good. But how they
got here most of all up here at Witt. Allen Haywood and them they was
all a big union men you know and they brought a bunch of English guys
over here to work in the mines. And they was running the mine. And the
superintendent was English. All that. And that's how they did it. And
then they started drifting them in through here. See, they come. But
I'11 tell you the Welshmen was a pretty good coal miner. But the Johnny
Bull himself was no good.

Q: How come?
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A: He was too lazy. All he wanted to do was boss. Yes, he was boss. I
had one of them come over here one day and started here, the first shift
he ever worked. He come to work with me. And he gsaid, "You know I was a
boss, I was a boss over in the low countries." I said, "You ain't no
boss here." I said, "You don't put anything in that car you don't get
paid tonight." They like to be bosses. Yes, they like to boss.

N: They didn't have the language problem. And they were probably hired
to boss.

A: Yes, they had the language, too, see. Very few Italians was bosses.
Very few. Once in a while they'd get one of them but a lot of them
wouldn't take the job because they could fire you anytime they'd want to
as boss you know. But under the union he couldn't fire you. He had to
have a reason to fire you. 1In fact some of them ought to have been fired
and didn't. We had a bunch come down here from Witt one time. And we
had a bunch come from Iron Mountain, Michigan come down here. Worked in
iron mines up there.

Q: Who, the British or the Welsh?

A: MNo, these are ITtalians.

Q: Italianms.

A: Yes, bunch of Italians. And they're bunch of lazy, all they thought
about was making money, you know, easy. With bootleggers and everything
else. But they'd go down in the mine but they wouldn't do nothing. One
day they shut the mine down up at Witt-—that old mine-~and they brought a
bunch of those guys down here from Witt and they wouldn't do a damn
thing. They wouldn't work. The superintendent come down, one day and he
just fired the whole damn crew. And the local union said, "That's a good
ridiance." Never bothered them.

Q: Now these are the guys that came down from Iron Mountain?

A: Yes, no good. They wouldn't work.

Q: And bootlegging, you mean they were doing it on the side, right?

A: Yes. Oh, they was making it too. Making whiskey. That's what we
had. This was a bootlegging joint here.

N: This house was?
A: 0Oh yes. TFor years and years.

Q: Who ran it?

A: A guy by the name of Angelo Rossatto. You remember Angelo and Kenosha.
He married Aunt Purina.
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N: Yes, her second husband.
A: Yes. He was a big bootlegger.
N: I didn't know that.

A: Yes, he owned this. He had this house built. His kids used to come
by and see the house once in a while. He had eight of them I guess.

N: I met Otto one time.
Q: That's a neat name. Otto Rossatto,
A: Otto Rossatto,.

Q: So you started telling me about how the Italians and the native borm
and the British got along. Did they get along okay?

A: Yes, they got along all right.

Q: Really. There was no resentment?

A:; No. Because the Italians wouldn't pay no attention to them.

Q: Oh yes.

A: No. They didn't pay no attention to the Johnny Bulls. Yes. See
they knew that the Johnny Bulls was going to boss them anyhow and that's
what they wanted. They had to have somebody to boss but they didn't boss
my dad. I'1l tell you they didn't.

Q: What did he do?

A: He'd clip them with a club as soon as they come around here. Now we
had some good Johnny Bulls. But most of them got killed in the mines—-the
good ones.

Q: Why is that?

A Well, they were good workers.

Q: And they were down there.

A: But the Johnny Bulls, see they were Scotsmen. Boy, they were good
ones.,

Q: The Scotsmen were good workers?
A: Yes. Some. Some weren't. I don't see how Rice Miller even operated
that mine. That's all they had down there~—Scotsmen and Johnny Bulls.

Very few Italians. They come from up north.

Q: You mean it was difficult for them to operate that mine because these
guys didn't work much?
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A: That's right. You don't get no coal out of the mine they're no good
to you.

Q: So you'd say, would it be fair to say that the Italians worked hard?

A: Oh, they were the hard workers. But they had to have a leader out of
them. They had to have a leader.

Q: And that's where the Johnny Bulls

A: Johnny Bulls were pretty good at it.

Q: Now how did that work? You mean the guy was like a foreman?
A: He was a foreman.

Q: And what would he do? I mean during the day what would he do? Would
he come around and watch?

A: He didn't watch. He'd come around and tell you what you were suppose
to be doing and show them see. Because some of them knew. They were
pretty smart. You know those Johnny Bulls are not no dummy you know. He
robbed half the United States you know he ain't no dummy. Everytime
Churchill come over he said, "Here I come. I need more momey." And
Roosevelt would give it to him.

Q: So that's why these Johnny Bulls were important. They would show
people what how to shoot?

A: Yes,
Q: You know how to undercut, things like that?

A: Yes. They were pretty good. They were pretty good on that. But for
manual labor they didm't like that much. And in the mines them days it
was all manual labor. But the Progressive Miners that was just a bluff
there. I think they got together between John L. Lewis and the guy that
started it up, I think they got together and said, "Well, we'll just
break it up a little bit here." See, the miners was getting pretty big.
You know they was pretty bigz. John L. Lewis was a good man. But he
helped himself too. Don't you think he didn't. He come from Panama over
here. It's about four miles south of here,

Q: Did you see him often back . . .

A: No, T saw him but I never saw him often after he got [to be] president.
In fact he was the first president I voted for and the last one. Didn't
let nobody in there that didn't cheat you.

Q: Wasn't there a feeling among the miners that in the 1920s and the
1930s the leadership, the guys in the union you weren't in touch with--
you were out of touch with them?
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A: Sure T was in touch with them. Every local union was in touch with
them. Because every so often they'd have a comvention you know. And
every convention they'd send a delegate. According to how many men you
had then you could send two or three delegates.

Q: Were you ever a delegate?

A: No. I never did want to go. I wouldn't want to. I went to a convention
one time up in Peoria. I was working Number Ninme at Taylorville~~Peabody.
And the mine was down that day for a couple of days so 1 went with a guy

from near Hillsboro. Went up there. I went up there with him and I went

to the convention-—the first time 1 ever went to a miner's convention.

You know what they do?

Q: Have a good time.

A: Nothing. Yes, right. Get somebody to take care of all the business
and they give them all the reports of the convention but the delegates
don't do nothing. Some of them listen, some of them don't even go. And
they give them the report and they come back and read it to the local
union. Somebody else has wrote it all out for them.

Q: When was that you went to Peoria to see that?
A: 1929 that was.
Q: 1929.

A: TFisher was the president of the I1linois miners then. You don't know
John Banovich do you?

N: I know the name.

A: Well, your dad knew him. His dad tried for years, you know, to get
in at the head of the local union of the Progressive Miners. He could
never make it. Tom Rosco and him run together., John Banovich was pretty
damn Iucky I'11 tell you. I don't know whether he ever worked in the
mine. He worked on top but he didn't work in the mine. He worked at the
top here and he worked on top over there. But I don't think he was old
enough to work wp at Fifteen, Mount Olive. Because 1 think the mine was
down before then, I don't know where he got all these experiences. Now
he's secretary-treasurer for the United Miner Workers. He got a job up
here at Springfield, president of the Illinois Miners.

A: T worked for Freeman nineteen years.

Q: Freeman Coal,.

A: Yes.
Q: Where's Freeman Coal located?
A:  Farmersville.
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Q: Farmersville.

A: Yes. They've got mines down south too in southern Illinois. That's
a big company.

N: That's where you went from Coalton to Freeman?

A:  Yes.

Q: When did you start working for Freeman?

A: 1952.

Q: I see. And before that you were working fotr Coalton?
A: Yes.

Q: Then Coalton was a Progressive mine then?

A: Yes. But this is not United Mine Workers. I'm sure glad I got in
there [with the UMW at Freeman.]

Q: United Mine Workers.
A: Oh my God, yes.
Q: Why, [because of a] pension?

A: Pension and it's a bigger company. These mines are four times bigger
than Progressives. Four or five.

Q: Whatever happened to Progressives? They started out big.

A: They've got a strip mine down south here. They've got one or two
little mines just to keep them guys——the drones--a living and all that.
The guys still don't do nothing.

Q: Do you remember a guy named Gerry Allard?

A: I've heard that name. Yes, I've heard that name,

Q: I just wondered. You know the Progressives started out so large.
They had s0 many mines., They had a 115 mines when they first started.

A: Yes, but the biggest mine they had was the Gillespie mines. They had
four of them over there. The Northwestern Railroad owned all them. And

then they had these mines here. That's about all I know. Then they had

4 couple of mines down south,

Q: Down south, yes.

A: They still have them strip mines.
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Q: But a lot of older miners that had worked those Progressive mines
said they started closing down.

A: Oh, they're all done. Every one of them is done. Well, I'11 tell
you, I don't know. It doesn't work out very good. The Progressives
don't get nothing. Guys paid dues to in there, they robbed them, the
treasury is all gome. Nothing. T still pay my dues here.

Q: To the Progressives?

A: No, no. Oh, no. I don't pay them nothing. They didn't give me
nothing. They gave a lot of misery.

Q: How come?

A: Because, what the heck. ILook at all the money we put in there and
they never got a penny out of it for pension funds and everything. I
know there's a local union up there at Nokomis. I don't know what the
number is. But I know they had a lot of bonds. You know they bought
them war bonds, all that. Who got them? Redcalf and a few of them from
Nokomis got them. That's who got them.

Q: And then the miners, the rank and file, didn't get amything?

A: No, just the local union guys got them.

Q: You know I've heard a lot aren't getting a penny and they never got
pensions.

A: No, they don't get nothing. Absolutely nothing.

Q: They went broke a lot of times, the treasury.

A: Sure they go broke. Them guys broke the company. They robbed the
local. Now here, it's a different story. See we send our dues, goes
into Washington. They write you a letter every now and then. And they
pay everything. You know that's the best ingurance I've ever had in my
life. T ain't got no other insutance. Just the miners.

Q: When did that good insurance start? How far back?

A: It started ever since the Miners Union.

Q: Since the 1890s, early 1900s?

A: No, no. 1In 1942.

Q: 1942 you say they . .

A: Yes, that's when they started getting the miners' pensions and that.
That's when they started.

Q: Did you have a pension plan back in the 1920s?
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A: No.

Q: HWone at all.

A: None.

Q: Did you have accident insurance? You had mothing then.

A: Just a little bit of compeunsation in the mines if you got hurt.
Q: Who paid compensation?

A: The company. They paid compensation.

Q: So what was your impression of the Progressives back say in 1932 when
they started?

A: No good.
Q: Really.

A: No, that was just a bunch of guys trying to make nothing, not to go
to work. All local officers.

Q: See, what I read about them is that they had this election up in
Springfield. Remember that the UMW supposedly stole the ballots, remember
that?

A Yes.

Q: And then the Progressives then had this march down at Mulkyville,

A: And we pretty near got killed down there.

Q: Did you go down there?

A: Why, sure 1 did. One guy, the superintendent at Number Ten, ran us
out,

End of Side One, Tape One

Q: Tell me about the Mulkeytown march, tell me about when you heard
about it?

A: We went into DuQuoin, see,

Q: How long was the march, how long were all the cars?

A: There was a lot of them. I'll tell you, I don't know but they had a

line pretty near reach from here down to there now. All of the miners
ever, all of them went,
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Q: Why did everybody go in the caravan?

A: The Progressive miners had their president down there, going to make
a speech, trying to get the local unions down there to join see,

Q: Why was everybody angry? Why did they want to go there?
A: State police.

Q: State police.

A: Kicked them all of there.

Q: Down where? In Mulkytown?

A: Down in DuQuoin.

Q: Why did you march down in the first place? Why did everybody want to
go down there?

A: That's what they wanted to do, make a big organization out of it.
Q: And you were for that then?

A: Why whether I was or not I had to be. I was living here see.

(: And they just told you you were going to go?

A: They told us all to go and we went. T was here one night and the
telephone rang. They were trying to get the Progressgive mines up in

Taylorville, see. They called us up and said, "Hey, everybody go to

Taylorville tonight." All you Progressive miners.

Q: And you went up there?
A: Sure I went.
Q: When was that? What was the date about?

A: I just moved into this house here. About 1945 I think it was. My
uncle had the car. I didn't have no car. I couldn't afford a car. My
uncle had one. And me and him went up there. You know who we went and
seen? My wife's uncle. And he was a scab. He had a bunch of scabs from
West Virginia in his house and some from southern Illinois and Kentucky.
They come over from Kentucky, some of them did. I went in there and when
I looked out amongst them I said, "We hit a hornet's nest here." I just
kept still because hell fire, you could look at their mugs. That was
enough for me. Bunch a thugs was all they was.

Q: You mean the guys that came in as scabs?

A: Yes, they was just a bunch of thugs. They wouldn't work. Just a
bunch of thugs. Peabody was paying them and he was boarding them. And
he was a boss out there at Number Nine where I worked.
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Q: At the Number Nine Mine. What was his name?

A: Henekey.

Q: Henekey.

A: Yes. And his brother was a hoisting engineer and he was taking care
of them—=-then his daughter Betty married one of those crummies from down
gsouth. Yes. T said, "Look what you got out of it. One damn eye was
popped out and then cross—eyed over here." 1 said, "Look what you've

got, all them crummies down there from Kentucky."

Q: Oh, my. You went over there and you saw Henekey and you saw the
scabs there?

A: See, 1 was over there before. I used to go over there and see her
uncle. Used to go to Taylorville,

Q: Did you do any of the picketing over thera?

A: Damm right. We tried to. We didn't get by very far with them thugs
and scabs and that.

Q: What happened to you?
A: They'd chase you out of there with guns.
Q: And they just would chase you entirely out of the town?

A: When the state police and militia was there. They knew we were
coming you know.

Q: Did they have a lot of militia there?

A:; Sure. They had more than they had miners.

Q: And what did they do? They just .

A: Chased you back to the Christian County line.

Q: Do they put you in trucks?

A: Well, we had our own cars.

Q: And they would escort you?

A: Made us get out.

Q: Was anybody killed over there?

A: No. I had to laugh. One big guy from Nokomis, one of them young
state police or militia. It was a militia guy. He had his gun and this

big guy stuck him with a bayonet. And he said to the little guy, "I
could have at least jumped him." Said, "But I was afraid of that gun.
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If he'd turned that gun around,” he said, "I'll kill that little guy.

I'd have killed him just as sure as the devil." He said, "He had no more
right in sticking me than I have to stick him." Remember that time when
you were talking about the Springfield business that the miners, the
Progressives went up there, they killed a guy up there too. That was in
Springfield. 1T remember that. I was at the Lanphier Park, the baseball
park. We had our big doings out there.

Q: Which big doings, for the Progressives?

A: Yes. You're damn tooting,

What did you do there like what did you do at Lanphier Park?
We just sat there and listened to the speakers, you know.

Who did you listen to? What were the speakers?

President, supposed to be the president. They were——-what they wanted
to do was to--you know they had a mine working there in Springfield right
across from the Number Eight Coal Mine, right across from there as you--the
old bypass in Springfield.

(J: Was that the Peerless?
A: Peerless Mine. It was working then. And they was going to try to
[shut it down] a guy told them, he said, "You better not go there. All

they've got there is gunmen." He said, "They've got tons of them out
there. They're just waiting for you. They'll kill every damn one of you

guys."

Q: And did they go?

A: No, they wouldn't go.

Q: Yes. But I remember reading the newspaper that they had a big shootout.
A: They did, on the street because they killed a guy there.

Q: In Springfield.

A: Yes.

Q: Edris Mabie, wasn't it?

A: Yes, that's right. They killed him.

Q: Did you go in there for that? Were you there for Easter Sunday?
A: I was there but I didn't go in. I was out to the park.

Q: You were at the Lanphier Park?
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A: Yes. But they killed him over on the Main Street.
Q: And did you go to his funeral?
A: No. I didn't know the guy anyhow.

Q: Do you remember if the women's auxilliaries were active? Do you
remember any of those?

A: They were more active than the men.

Q: Why?

A:  Because they had more pep and more guts,
Q: Why is that?

A: Because the women had more guts than the men. Wouldn't have been for
the women they wouldn't have had nothing.

Q: Oh really. Why do you say that?
A: Because the women were smarter.
Q: What did they do?

A: They marched and they weren't scared of nobody. And they knew them
state militia wouldn't bother them. They knew it.

Q: Were they in Taylorville?

A: You're darn tooting they was in Taylorville.

Q: Did they talk to the militiamen?

A: They wasn't a scare of them. The sheriff and his gang caught a bunch
of miners and they put them up in the courthouse you know in Taylorville.
Up in courthouse. They fixed that courthouse, It cost them at Christian
County that day.

Q: You mean the miners took care of the courthouse?

A: Tore every book they had, they just tore it all up and throwed it at
them. Said, "We'll take care of Christian County for you."

Q: Yes. How many miners were in Taylorville when that happened?

A: Oh they were four mines there. There all had about from eight to
nine hundred men working there.

Q: And those are all Progressive type men?

A: No. Oh, there was a lot of scabs there. You know when you worked in
Taylorville—-I worked in Taylorville and I know. People at them times,
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it was a Depression pretty heavy you know in them days. And people were
scared of their jobs. And them miners they'll work. The boss would make
them do anything. Anything.

Q: Why did they have to bring scabs from West Virginia and Kentucky?
A: Because the miners quit.

Q: Okay. Now the miners that worked there for the Peabody Mines they
quit and went on strike?

A: They come out and they wouldn't work and they hired them and they
fired them,

Q: And then almost all the miners that came from Taylorville or living
there were on strike?

A: Yes, Were on strike.

Q: But the scabs were the ones that came from outside? None of the men
that lived there . .,

A: You know I heard it; T didn't see this. But I heard that over at
Kincaid, you know where Kincaid is at?

Q: Sure.

A: They had a Number Seven Mine there and see that shaft there used to
come up and the men used to come up on it and walk out of the cages this
way right north see. And I heard--my aunt lived there. And I was there
and they said that these scabs would come up out of the mine and the
miners were sitting over in these houses you know right across about two,
three hundred feet away from the cage when it come up. He said a lot of
them boys didn't get off that cage.

: What happened to them?

Vroooooom.

o > o

What did they use?

A: Machine guns. You God damn Kentuckians. He said, "You know what
they done with them?" 1T said, "Hell, I don't know." He said, "They're
buried there in the lot." Said, "They didn't know who they was anyhow."
Q: Was any of that reported to the paper?

A: No.

Q: No. They didn't report.

A: One guy come down this way. I heard a guy say to me, "He's hiding
out from Taylorville. He's one of them guys that shot into that cage."
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He said, "Hell, the government learned them how to shoot the machine
guns." He said, "They know how to shoot it." Boy, I'1l tell you it was
dangerous.

Q: Did the scabs go back home then or did they stay? Did they stay
there and keep working?

A: They finally broke it up, yes. Peabody finally broke it up.
Q: How did they do that?

A: Well, the scabs is no good to them. They was just costing them a
fortune, They paid them for nothing. They wasn't getting no coal out,
So they finally broke it up and they didn't hire all the men back you
know that wanted to go back. But they hired a lot of them.

Q: Now they had to go back as UMW, didn't they?
A: Yes, they had to go back.
Q: But why did they go back as UMW people?

A: Because they needed the money, that's why. When you're broke you do
things. A lot of them guys didn't own their own homes. They were paying
rent.

Q: Yes. Didn't the Progressives have a strike fund to help them out
with?

A: Now we have one here at the United Mine Workers. But it's a different
system because John L. Lewis started this all out. It's a pretty good
system they've got. Of course I know that they make more money than we
do; the miners do. But that's their business. I don't care. It didn't
bother me. A fellow says, "As long as I get my share I don't care for

the other guy so much.”

Q: During this whole thing in Taylorville and Springfield were all the
miners that were Progressives--did they get along with each other, both
the Italians, the Polish and everybody?

A: Oh yes, Most of them didn't go anyhow. They just stayed at home.
It was just the English guys that done the biggest organizing.

Q: Oh, the Johnny Bulls went up there.
A: Oh, the Johnny Bulls and Scotsmen. They took care.

Q: But a lot of people that were arrested I saw in the paper had Italian
last names.

A: Oh, some of them. Sure there were some. They had a lot of good
Italians. They had a lot of them out of Springfield pretty good Italiams.
They worked there in their mines west of Springfield there. Mine A and B
over there, what did they call that? (tape stopped)
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Q: So they had some Italians from Springfield that were Progressives?
A: Oh sure, They had a couple of mines over there west of Springfield
that were Progressive see. Mine A and B. What the heck is that little
town's name, just west of Springfield?

Q: TIt's not Woodside is it?

A: No, Woodside is on this side. This is on the west side. Woodside is
on this side of 66.

Q: Not Gardner?

A: No. No. What the devil is that? Fellow by the name of Lansky he
used to run that. Oh boy, we had some times. I used to know quite a few
of them from Springfield after T started working Taylorville.

Q: You mean the Italians over there?

A: No, these weren't Italians. Not too many, there's a couple out there
that would come down, but not too many of them., No, there weren't too
many Italians. There's a lot of Italians in Springfield too. There used
to be a lot of mines there. That's the only place I ever saw colored
guys work in the mines.

Q: In Springfield?

A: Yes. Used a lot of them there but here they didn't.

Q: You mean the union didn't allow them or the company didn't allow
them?

A: The men didn't allow them.

Q: Why is that?

A: The unjon didn't either.

Q: VWhy is that?

A: Because they didn't want no--here's where they had their trouble.
You see, one time here they brought in a bunch of them colored guys as
scabs. Of course they killed them pretty near all.

Q: Where at? You mean in . . .

A: Pana.

Q: Pana.

A: Pana. They killed a bunch of them.

N: Buried them in the stockpile there, didn't they? That's what the
story used to be.
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A: And they had no use for them no more here.
Q: But in Springfield they were there working.

A: Yes, they worked in the Springfield mines. Up along Coal City up in
through there they were.

Q: Were there Progessives in Springfield?

A:; Just two mines that I know of was. Mine A and B. There on northwest
of Springfield there some place.

Q: I think it was Comsolidated Coal that ran those things. I thought it
was. I could be wrong.

A: They went by A and B Mines. That's all I know.
Q: They're very, very important mines according to a lot of people.

A: They were pretty good size mines too. You see Springfield, this is a
poor mining district. Awful bad coal.

Q: What was wrong with the coal?

A: Full of rock. They had rock——used to start at the top just rock that
thick right down the middle of it sometimes. And the machines just can't
cut it. Just like China. Hard, oh man it's hard. That's why they used
to shoot it on the solid up there. Drilled holes and shoot it.

Q: Getting back here. When these loading machines came in here it threw
a lot of men out of work?

A: Yes. See a loading machine loads at ten ton a minute.

Q: What kind of men do you need to work if you have a loading machine?
A: Well you needed two drillers and you needed men to prop the roof so
the roof doesn't fall. They needed them. And you had to have a cutting
machine to cut the coal so they could shoot it. I think there was ten or
twelve men used to follow them. More than that. Follow one loader. Now
with the miners they can get by with about six men. Because the miner

does 1it.

Q: When they first started using these loading machine, they used it
down here.

A: Yes, Nokomis started it.
Q: Nokomis.
A: Then Peabody bought it, started it.

Q: When wﬁs that?
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A: God, let's see. It was about im 1927, 1928, something like that.
Q: Did it throw a lot of men out of work?

A: Oh God, yes.

Q: Did the union do something about that?

A: Couldn't,

Q: When the Progressives came in 1932 did they try to do anything about
that?

A: Tt was already established when they come in see. That stayed the
way it was.

Q: Did you ever hear of such a thing called job equalization or job
share?

A: Well, that's what the Progressives tried to share. They made them do
that after they started putting in the loading machine see. Then they
started putting in the miners and it was worst yet.

Q: Because why?

A: Because they don't need no men at all. Only five or six men.

Q: And that's why you went down to maybe two days a week or something,
right?

A: No. No, the mines worked every day but not the miners, it didn't
take no men.

Q: Oh, the miners dida't work.
A: They just laid them off. Said they didn't need them.
Q: But the other people, the day labor, the company men did work?

A: Yes, sure. But you don't need very many men back. T worked under
this continuous miner up here.

Q: A continuous miner.
A: For five years I worked on it up here.

Q: So the miners didn't go back ever as mimers but all you had was
company men or day work people?

A: Yes. Them that went back. And they didn't need you a heck of a lot.

(Q: What happened to the men that . .
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A: They was out that's all. Just out.

Q: Did they go to other mines?

A: There was no work. All the mines were mechanizing.
(Q: What happened to the men?

A: They were just out just like they are now. There was no work for
them.

Q: When was this when they was all out of work? 1927 was 1t?
A: It started mostly in the 1930s really was when they started out.

N: That's probably when a lot of our relatives went to Kenosha to work
in the car factories.

A: Yes, Tony and all of them.

Q: They went to the car factories then.
A: Yes, they went up there.

Q: In Detroit?

A: There was no more work in the mines.
N: They went to Detroit and Kenosha.

Q: Gary, Indiana maybe?

A: Yes.

N: No, our relatives mostly went to Kenosha, Wisconsin and Detroit,
Michigan.

Q: And that was in the 1930s?

A: Yes, Tony--well I got married in 1929 and Tony had just moved out and
went to Kenosha because I took the house that he made.

N: And my folks went to Chicago.
A: Of course your dad had a job.
N: He just quit and went to work,

A: Yes, he was working at Hillsboro. He could have stayed there and
worked. He came back anyhow.

N: Because they didn't like Chicago.
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A: Your dad could have stayed there, could have stayed there until they
shut it down, which they did.

Q: You know I never heard this before. I always assumed that these
fellows would be put on half time or something.

A: We did when the loading machine came in under the Progressives. But
under United Mine Workers, nothing doing.

Q: I see., Under the Progressives when you had the loading machine
people shared all the time.

A: We divided the work.

Q: Where did the idea come from? Was it what the men wanted to do?

A: That's right., He said, "Hell, you ain’t going to throw us all out."
He said, "I'm just as good as you are. I had a job here too." Of course
you know the United Mine Workers what they did: they took the oldest
man, he stayed. Seniority rights see. But they got around that anyhow.
Some guys, they'd fire a guy if he didn't do his work. They'd put you on
a job they know you can't do it see. Well, then they'd fire you..

Q: But in the Progressive mines you shared all the work.

A1 We shared the work.

Q: I see.

A: Sure did. T know I went to work one time and I was living in Schram
City. just got married. We worked six days on and six days off. So T
went to work I got my first six days in. The mine wasn't working very
good, Two days a week was all I was working. So by the time-—-about this
time of the year see I got laid off. I worked my six days. Then I went
home and T planted my garden and I ate my garden by the time I came back.
By the time my turn come again it was time to eat all the garden up.

Q: You mean they closed down . . .

A: No, no they was working but the other half worked see. The other
half worked.

Q: How did the mines work before you had the strikes? Did the mines
work all year round?

A: No. Mostly six months in the wintertime. Summertime not much.
Q: When did you close down for the summertime?
A: About in April we'd start,

Q: And then when did they open up again in the wintertime?
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A: They'd open up in the fall of the year just before winter.
Q: And how did you survive for those six months?

A: The miners that was smart knowed that was coming. You know what we
used to do? We always raised two hogs. And we raised a cow. We butchered
the hog, we butchered the cow. We made sausage, My mother made her own
bread. We always provided. We never missed a meal. When the mine

started back all they had to do was buy sugar. They had their own milk,
everything, for three kids.

Q: And how about the houses?
A: The house belonged to them.
Q: Belonged to them. They built it?

A: There was no taxes or anything to pay hardly. I don't think there
wag any. I don't remember whether they paid taxes. But I know we paid
taxes on that place down there for years after that. But before that T
don't know.

Q: What would happen in your community during these years when somebody
got sick? You know a man would get sick or hurt or something like that.
Who would help him out?

A: Well, if he had any relatives like us, my dad and all them. Like
these widows, like them widows down there. My dad used to help them
widows. They were his sister-in-laws. Now their kids then they got
started bootlegging, some of them and they made money anyhow.

You mean the widows and

Yes. They made a good living.

Selling a little whigkey and beer,

Q:

Al

Q: Bootlegging and things like this.

A:

Q: Was there any attempt by some of the county people or officials to do
temperance to try to make everybody obey these temperance laws?

A: Well, sure there was. They had them guys. They caught a few of
them. They caught my aunt over here one time, bootlegging. My brother
Matt, you know, he was working at the old mine. Your dad, Jim Hall,
Christy who lived in Schram City. They was the big gun men you know. Ku
Klux Klan there was. And Matt pretty near got put in jail one morning
going into the mine; your dad did. This guy caught this little widow
over here. He come up here with a gun.

Q: KKK guys? Ku Klux Klan?
A: Yes. No, they were deputy sheriffs you know. Arrested her for

bootlegging. Because he was Ku Klux. We know because we saw them under
the tent.
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N: They were also the sheriffs.
Q: Yes.

A: And Matt said to Jim Hall--Jim Hall worked at the mines there--'"Hey,
Jim, come here," one morning. He said, "Boy, I heard you was the bravest
man in the state of Illinois. You and Christie." He said, "The poor old
widow up there about that big set two guns in front of her." BShe said,
"Buddy, you was brave."

Q: And did they bother them a lot?

A: Yes, they did. They'd come and catch them once in a while. WNot too
often. When she got caught over here it cost them a hundred dollar fine.

N: Which aunt was that?
A: Aunt Clara.
N: Oh yes. She was the widow.

A: Yes., And she had eight kids you know and hell she had to do something.
Frank Ramey was the states attorney, you see, and she went up town and

paid her fime. She said, "Well, I figured I paid my fine, I'm clear and
that was it." But four or five years after that, maybe longer than that,
she wasn't an American citizen see. So she goes up to the courthouse to
get her papers. She wanted the American citizens papers. They said,

"Yes, when you pay that fine, You owe a fine on this first." See, the
states attorney kept the money. That was it.

N: She had to pay it twice.

A: 5She had to pay it again. She finally got her papers. You know my
dad never did. He just applied for his papers before he died.

N: You know when we went to that reunion this summer in Michigan those
brothers of Aunt-—-it was Aunt Clara's son said they were what they are
today because the Bellaver boys took care of them. (tape stopped)

A: We made every dollar we could make in the mine. We didn't go down
there to sleep. You know in them days you could tell the driver to
hurry, he used to pull the coal off of you and give you the empty.
"Say," he said, "we have a ten car limit. How about giving me more
cars?" I said, '"We'll load them up in a hurry.”

N: Got in a big hurry.

A: You're damn tooting we did. We loaded our ten cars and away we come.
T said, "Them guys there they won't load ten cars anyhow them guys." Joe
Miottie over here and them used to have coal laying all over the place
and wouldn't load nome of it. My dad said, "Well, we ain't got any.
We've got to shoot. I'm going home." 01d John said, "Don't go home mad.
Load it out of mine." He said, "I won't load it." That's the kind . . .
One day Butch, Butch and Joe's dad lived right over here. And this old




John Bellaver 51

Miottie went to the mine over here to work one morning see. Ten o'clock
the mine blows off, broke down see. When you blow off all the miners
just come home. My sister and another woman were looking for their
husbands. Never did come home. They'd c¢all up over at the mine. They
said they went and looked. You know you have a check number, you've got
your life check with you. He said, "Them guys never did show up for
work." He said, "Their checks are on the hoard here yet." So they said,
"They didn't show up for work." So my sister went and opened the cellar
door and there they was. Both of them drunker than pigs. (laughs) Isn't
that sowmething?

N: Uncle Jake.

Q: That's great. That's great. One last question I was going to ask
you too about Mulkeytown. You said you went down there.

A: Yes,

Q: Describe to me what happened.

A: I wasn't in Mulkeytown. I didn't go that far.

Q: Where did you get off at?

A: Got off at--~we got kicked out——I got kicked out. I was on the taijl
end see. Got kicked out of DuQuoin. Then we went from DuQuoin and they
kicked us down that road into Pickneyville., Then I heard they had some
shots down there and I heard the Johnny from Nokomis here got shot in the
jaw.

Q: 0Oh yes. Marciendo?

A: He was a counterfeit!

Q: Yes, a guy got his jaw shot up and everything. Yes.

N: I heard about it but I forgot . . .

A: Yes he got shot in the jaw. Joe Marciendo. And before the miners
even settled he got a job in Number Ten. He was working over at Peabody.

N: They took care of him.

A: Sure. They took care . . . They was all in cahoots, The only
suckers was the poor miners who didn't know nothing. They'd all been
better off if they'd stay under the United Mine Workers I'm going to tell
you that. 1 started under the United Mine Workers. 1 worked about
sixteen, seventeen years as a Progressive. O0f course I never went to a
meeting., They couldn't force you so I didn't go.

Q: Do you read the Progressive Miners Journal?

A: T get it every month.
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Q: Do you?

N: Do you still get it?

A: Yes. Sure I do. I want that journal. I was reading about that big
explosion they had out in Demver out there im Colorado. They didn't get
those miners out yet out there. When Norman was born I think it was they
had that big explosion up here at Mowequa, Illinois, it killed 54 up
there one morning.

Q: 1Is that in the 1930s?

A: Yes, about that.

N: 1933.

Q: 1933 wasn't it?

N: Yes, that's where Mrs. Capella's husband was killed.

A: I know her. I knew him well. Of yes, I knew Andy Capella. She's
still living isn't she? She's a nice woman. She's been here a few

times.

Q: Did you go into Springfield when they had the Mowequa fundraising
thing in Springfield?

A: No. No, I don't remember. They were Progressives too.
Q: Mowequa?

A:  Yes,

Q: Where is Mowequa?

A: TIt's up there by Decatur. By Decatur. It's on the other side of
Decatur ain't it?

N: No, it's on this side.

A: You go up on Route 2 there.

N: 51 I think.

A: It's going in toward, what is that other town up above that?
N: Blue Mound or Macon.

A: We marched into Decatur one time. They had a mine there too. And
they stopped us on that bridge. State cop.

Q: Was this a Peabody mine?
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A: I don't know who owned the mine. I imagine it belonged to the Decatur
Coal Company. Wasn't much there. Didn't last long. That mine's about
nine hundred feet deep you know.

Q: That's incredibly deep.

A: Assumption. They had a mine there. Deepest mine in the state. Nine
hundred to a thousand feet. But they only had about four foot of coal.
Boy, they had some pretty coal there. Beautiful.

Q: Good stuff then.

A: Black.

Q: Not much sulpher.

A: I went to get my papers up in Taylorville I think it was I went.

Yes, Taylorville. Went up there to get my miner's papers. And there was
a guy from Mowequa come in there you know. No, he come from Assumption.
He was talking to the guy that give the interview for the papers. Said T
listen to this guy about mining, Even the guy that was giving it to him
said, "Where do you work?" Because we didn't work long haul work. Oh,
he said, "You work in Mowequa." He said, "That's all long haul work."
Different kind of work all together.

Q: What is long haul work?

A: They cut the ribs. They keep cutting up. They shoot it in the back
of you and people go in the front. Now here we worked room and pillar.
Every thirty feet they make a room.

Q: And then you go in and you work the face.

A: Yes. Every thirty feet.

Q: But over in Mowequa they just do it . . .

A: Boy, it's a long wall.

G: Long wall.

A: I never seen any of it myself. But all I saw was the pictures of it
how they cut along the wall. Then they go around and load it up see,

Now they've got machines that do all that.

Q: You could really mechanize a mine like that couldn't you?

A: Yes, but T think it's dangerous.

Q: Yes. You don't have any supports do you?

A: I don't see one. They say they ain't but I don't know. Looked to me

awful-~I was even scared of these roof bolts when I first went to Farmersville,
You know I'd go into a room and there wasn't a prop in it. 1 was scared.
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I said, "Jesus." Because we was used to having them sometimes that

thick, props all over. I was scared. And he said, "That won't fall."
Then you know they give me a job me and another guy from Springfield.
Job of shooting the top down so they could get more heighth in the main
entries and we'd shoot that and then those bolts would stay up there. I
said, "Well, if they can hold them shots with that dynamite they can
surely hold that roof." I got over it. I was just scared. That's all.

Q: I would be too if I was in a mine for the first time.
N: Having been used to props.

A Yes.

Q: Yes, seeing something in the middle there.

A: DNothing to hold it. Just like a ball field, thirty foot wide and
nothing holding it. TIt's scary.

Q: Where did you get your papers, your miner's papers?

A: I got them over at Staunton.

Q: When was that?

A: See I started in 1916, 1920!

Q: How many years did you have to work like as an apprentice?

A: Two.

Q: Two years. And then was it written or did they ask you questions?

A: No, they ask you questions and you didn't have to write them. They'd
just ask you questions. And they wanted to know how long you worked at
the mine. And then you had to have a man with you from the company that
you worked there two years or from——when my dad was with us. So we
didn't have no trouble at all.

Q: And then you got your papers and you're a miner then?

A: Yes. Well, we worked anyhow. It didn't make any difference. My dad
or something was sick and he said well, we couldn't go to work. My dad
had his arm sick or hurt or something. The superintendent said, "What's
the matter with them boys they ain't coming to work." He said, "They
ain't got no papers." He said, "Bring them up here. 1'll give them
papers.”" He said, "I1'll send his brother with him." He said, "Matt, you
take these kids with you. Go to work. We've got to get the coal out.”
Because we worked, they knew we worked every day.

N: Tell him about when Uncle Bill and Uncle Harry, his twin brother, and
Uncle Harry went to a labor college.
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A: Oh, yes down at Brookwood Labor College.
N: Was that a Progressive mine?

A: Yo,

N: Who sent them to labor college?

A: United Mine Workers.

Q: And it was at Brookwood Labor College.
A: Brookwood Labor College.

And where was that located?

> O

s

New York.
Q: What did they learn there?

A: I don't know. Harry learned something. He never did come back.
{laughter) Bill didn't like it. Bill was a pretty good scholar; he was
better than Harry. But he said, "I'm going back to the coal mine." They
could have all stayed there if they wanted to.

N: That's when Uncle Harry got to be an actor.

A: Yes, Well, Harry was pretty lucky in a way. He got that director
that liked him you know. And he told Harry, he said, "Now Harry, if you
want to come with me to New York, Philadelphia." He said, "1'1l make an
actor out of you." And that was it. Harry said, "Hell, I ain't got
nothing to lose.”

N: Uncle Harry said the only reason they invited him was that he knew
how to fix their Model-T that the company theatre company owned and he
could repair the car so it was running.

A: Bill was a better mechanic than Harry was. Bill was a good mechanic.

N: Bill didn't want to go to the theatre.

A: But Bill was a good mechanic. He was a better mechanic than any of
us. He's the best mechanic of the bunch.,

N: He was an electrician at the coal mine.

A: He was a good welder. God, he was a good welder. Boss started
getting me to weld and I said, "No." All that smoke come up and hit you
in the face, them welding rods, no, mno.

Q: What were you welding?

A: Pieces on the loading machine--~these pans. They wear out you know.
And you put new ones in and you have to weld them in. You cut the first
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ones out and weld them back in. And he could do it. Bill was good,
"But not me," I said. He said why. I said, "See who drilled that?
That's what put him in the graveyard." Pierced through the lung.

Q: Yes, and I'm going to ask you about that. Did you see any mine
inspectors?

A: 0Oh yes.
Q: Did they do their job or not?

A: Yes, they (laughs) done their job. But the office guy sits upstairs.
They're still doing it too. They got men running mines now that never
worked in the mines in thedir lives. And their bosses, kids. 1In them
days, buddy, to be a boss you had to learn, know something. Today they
don't give a damn. As long you can get the men to do it. Half the men
knows more than the boss.

Q: That's how the inspectors found out. Men told them what the problems
were. They didn't listen too much.

A: That's true. The men knowed more about . . .

Q: They had the Centralia mine thing down there in 1947.

A: I remember that.

Q: They said the inspectors didn't do anything.

A: No, they didn't care. Peabody took it over and she rumn again.
They'll kill some more if they don't be careful. They killed theirself
over the miners, Biggest part of them. Sure they do. You can't blame
the company for things you do. There's a lot of things the miners done.
I've seen guys here——you know we used to have 25 pounds of powder. Used
to buy it. Well it was sealed you know and you had to have a copper tod
to open that seal. I've seen guys that sit there with a pick and hit
that can just like that.

Q: The whole damn thing would go off. Why do they do that?

A: Because they ain't got no brains.

Q: Did you think some of these guys were careless as they got a little
bit older?

A: Why sure they got careless. They got older. They didn't have to get
older; they were careless before. There's one guy here at Panama-~you
ever see, you saw them caps they put on these fuses haven't you?

Q: Yes.

A: You've got to have a crimp to crimp them on. Guys do it with thedr
teeth. One guy in Panama done that too but he done it just once.
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Q: And that was it.
A: They found him. He was cut in two.
Q: Trying to take short cuts all the time.

A: They made short cuts of him, cut him in half, Killed him deader than
a door nail. :

Q: How about the carbide lamps? Where those dangerous?
A: No. Not around here. They were where the gas was at.
D: You didn't have gas you said in the bottom.

A: No. There wasn't nothing that amounted to anything.
Q: Was is black damp? Is that . . .

A: That's where there ain't no air.

Q: What's there? Just a vaccum, is it gas?

A: No, it's a gas. If you ain't got no air you can't breath. You get
in there——I've been in it. You just (pants) and pretty soon (claps
hands) down you go. That's it. Me and Mance was working the entries.
And everytime you shoot at night, you know, (we had to shoot at night,)
we'd have to go back and load another one. Mance knocked the air out one
day and he fell down and I said, "What's the matter, Mance?'" He said,
"There ain't no air in that entry." Oh man, Primo's dad up in Nokomis,
he was a big shot. He didn't konow nothing. Dumb as a mulestick. I kept
telling him, "Don't go in there now. Wait a while. Wait a while. We
shoot that shoot.”" "Got to go. Got to go." In them days we didn't have
dynamite, we had them little scribs. Used to light that scriblet and
it'd shoot back see into the powder., T saw him. I went in with him
because I was a kid compared to him. I saw his lamp. He was out there
trying to light the fuse with a carbide light. Pretty soon he 1lit it and
he turned around and when he did he fell. No more air. See, the light
knocked the air out. So I grabbed him and drug him across. I was lucky
he was only about ten feet to the crosscut. T pulled him across there
and "boom" the shot went off. If I'd left him there he wouldn't have
lasted., It would have killed him right there. See, that's carelessness.

Q: But he probably didn't know about that black damp did he?

A: I told him. I said, "Don't go in there now., Don't go in there now.
Wait until that air kind of starts circulating."

Q: I heard some miners who were telling me that the carbide lamps would
go out when you had black damp.

A: Oh, it won't light. You can't even 1lit it hardly. Sure, it'll go
out. But these electric lights is always burning. That's why a lot of
men [fall over.]
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Q: See a lot of miners didn’t want to give up their carbides. A lot of
Zuys . . .

N: Those lights would tell them no oxygen.
That's right.
That's right.

If you had gas down there it'd be something else.

s 2 % R

But they've got safety lamps now that do the same thing for you.

Q: What are those like?

A: There just a lamp about that big and they've got a cage all around
them. They're nice. They work. And if there's no oxygen it'll go out

too. But then you can relit it. If you go out in the oxygen.

N: What about the safety equipment they wear on their waist? What dis
that for, the miners that they wear?

A: The battery. That's for the light.
N: That's for the light, is that all?
A: That's all.

N: There's nothing else?

A: No.

Q: Kind of like a recharger.

A: They charge it once a day.

Q: What kind of safety equipment did you have when you went into the
mines in 1917 and 1920s?

A: HNone.
Q: None at all.
A: Nothing.

Q: When did you start getting your safety equipment and what did you
get?

A: Oh, that was after the Progessive Miners and them started.
Q: 1930s.

A: Yes.
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Q: What kind of equipment did you get first? You know for safety what
kinds of stuff did you . . .

A: Nothing.

Q: Nothing. But I mean in the 1930s when you get Progressives in there
what kind of equipment did you get then?

A: You mean .

Q: Did you get a helmet . ., .

A: Yes, yes, we had a helmet.

Q: When did you get that, 1930s?

A: Yes, about 1936 we got the helmet.

Q: How about the safety shoes of any kind?

A: Them too. Of course I had them before because I got my toes broke a
few times. But the first cap I bought--a safety cap—-was when we got to
Coalton. It's a wonder we didn't kill ourselves with that cap. With
that soft cap.

Q: You had like a cloth cap did vyou?

A: That's all it was.

Q: And you had a carbide light on it.

A: Yes. Because we knew it was there when we wore a cloth cap we ducked.
With this cap here you could hit it and then duck. It [the lamp] won't

hurt you. But then if you hit it [the old carbide lamp] it was too late.

Q: I bet a lot of miners got hurt by having stuff just fall on them
right?

A: Oh, sure. A lot of them got their skulls cracked. Sure. I wouldn't
go down in the mine without one of them.

Q: You know you have some incredible pictures back then taken by companies
and unions. There are pictures of UMW people showing these guys drilling
up into the ceilings and stuff like that with cloth caps on and just
carbide lights. You know it's almost a matter of chance that you don't

get hurt,

A: It's a wonder they don't get killed. I']l1l tell you it is.

Q: If you come out and you're still whole, and you don't have miner's
asthma you're really lucky.

N: You're really lucky.
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A: T had 54 years of it. And I done a lot of mining. I mean I loaded a
lot of coal too. I used to run a loading machine. T used to fix the
loading machines.

N: Were you still working at the Farmersville Mine when my Uncle John
got killed?

A: Oh yes, sure.
N: Well, how did he get killed? What happened?

A: You know what happened to John Kuzaek (Mary Amnn's uncle). He was a
boss wasn't he?

N: Yes.

A: He had to have his nose in where he shouldn't have been. That's what
killed him.

Q: What happened?

A: Well I'1l tell you, They were recovering props, rails. You know
these railroad rails for bars across there. And this guy I was talking
to you about—-this guy from Springfield--looked over the mine beam. His
name was Lansky. They got these big buggies, you know. We call them
buggies but they're shuttle cars. And they hooked this cable unto these
shuttle cars and they pulled the prop out from underneath the bar see.
And this guy here put it [the cable] on and he hit a big prop like that
sitting in the middle. Lansky was telling me because he was there when
it happened. He said we told Gazutti to go on out on the entry. Oh he
had to be there to see that they done it right. I said, "Well, Gazutti,
there you are." He gave that a jerk you know with that big buggy and he
pulled that big prop out instead of pulling the bar. When he did, Gawoompf,
the whole damm thing come down on top of him. He was in the section.

Q: When did this happen to him?
N: 1952,

A: I don't know when it was.

N: I think Kurt was a month old.
A: I told Gazutti, I said, "Gazutti, stay out of them God damn places."
I hollered at him one day up there at Coalton. He was going by with a
motor. T kept a hollering and shaking. He was boss you know. He kept
on a going. And I said, "He'll stop." There wasn't no track. I knew he
was going to stop. Pretty soon I heard him go boom, boom, boom. I said,
"id you stop now, Gazoots?"

N: He worked more than anybody.

A; Well, he didn't trust nobody else.
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N: He wanted to do it all himself.
Q: And he was boss then in 1960,
N: Well, he was superintendent at Coalton Mines.

A: Boy, old Gazoots! You know he gave Norman a job you know. Norman,
my boy. He give him a job on the third shift see. So me and Bill kept
after him. He'd come down. "Aw you're pretty good boy." I said, "All
these boys from Coalton up here you give them a job on top, you give them
a job all over. But my boy you give him a job the third shift." I think
that kind of got him. One Sunday morning you know, him and Mary used to
go to church down here. I was walking up the road. He stopped. He
said, "Hey, John, tell Norman to come up tomorrow morning.”

N: He gave him a day shift,

A: He give him a day shift. And his wife still blames me. Thinks I
took Norman to the mine which I didn't. He went up there. And he asked
Gazoots for the job. I told my wife, "Ask him." Oh she said, "He'd lie
just like you." "No," I said, "he'll tell you the truth.”

N: She didn't want Norman in the mines.

A: No. BShe didan't want him to work in the mines. I said, "What are you
going to do? Work down here at the glass factory for two dollars a day?"
Then he didn't work long anyhow. He went in the navy. When he came back

the mine was closed.

Q: Did you ever get a paper called The Appeal to Reason?

A: No.

Q: Did you ever hear of The Appeal?

A: No.

Q: A lot of miners over there in Gillespie take it,

A: T get some kind of paper. I don't even look at it. It's a new kind
just come out here not long ago. I get the [UMW] miners journal like

these here.

Q: I was looking through the old Progressive Miners Journal for 1932,
1933, 1934.

A: Do they still print it? 1T guess not.
Q: I've got a microfilm of it. I've got the old copies.

A: I don't think they've got encugh money to print the paper. It costs
money, a lot of money to print that paper.
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Q: But it was an interesting paper. It had a lot of information as he
was saying for the women's auxillaries. They seemed to have the activities.

A: Oh, the women was the backbone of the miners. I'm going to tell you
that. They were the backbone of that.

Q: Did they set up comissaries, food places?

A: Yes.

Q: Did they?

A: Yes, they had some.

Q: And they set them up in Taylorville?

A: No, not in Taylorville. Set them up down here. These guys needed

them down here, These were the guys that were out om strike. Taylorville
was the scavenger's work. And a lot of miners didn't come out in Taylorville,

Q: I didn't know that.

A: Yes, a lot of them didn't come out. No, those that did come out got
fired. That's how they got the scabs in there and they all scabbed
together. Oh, a lot of miners didn't come out.

Q: About half of them didn't?

A: Yes, but then they come down here one time in Number Nine. I know
the woman I boarded with they come up and tried to stop us from going
over to the North Mine.

Q: Who's they? You mean the United Mine Workers?

A: Yes.

Q: And you were a Progressive then?

A: Yes, yes. I was a Progressive,

Q: Why did they try to stop you from going?

A: I don't know what the heck they do. They're having trouble up there
up at Taylorville and they were going to get all the mines out you know,
try to get them all out. They didn't succeed.

Q: I see.

A: That woman there I boarded with her. There was me and another guy.

Q: Where was this at when you were boarding?

A: Over at Langley. Number Nine Taylorville, Langley. And you know
the last time I saw her was then., And then I heard over the radio in
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Taylorville they [the people he boarder with] had a little money you know
those people that bootlegging and everything over there at Taylorville.
They had a little money and they give it to the counsel--the Italians.
The counsel was a big shot. They wanted their money. And you know what
they got? They got a bullet in the head, both of them. Her and him
both.

Q: Who? Who did?

A: The counsel just had them shot. Killed them right down in their
basement. Good thing I wasn't there.

N: Yes. Good thing you weren't boarding that day.

A:  But the boarder was there, he was there but they didn't bother him.
They knocked him cold but they took him and her down in the basement and
killed them.

Q: Who did they kill?

N: Counsel, the Italian consuella.

Q: You mean the Italian counsel?

A: Yes, the Italian counsel,

N: The Godfather, you know, and all that type of thing. They were
giving him money to keep for them to invest with them.

A: Yes, dnvest in Italy I guess,

N: And when they asked for it back they take it they were murdered.

Q: I see. They shouldn't have asked for it back.

N: I guess nmot.

A: If they'd have known it was coming yes.

J: Oh my gosh.

A: Killed them both. Then they killed him. The counsel.

N: Who got him?

A: I don't know. Some guy from Springfield killed him.

Q: Who did they kill, the people that were asking for their money back?

A: Yes, he had the gang come out and kill them. He didn't do it but
they knew who dome it because the woman didn't die right away.

{}: Now thege are miners there that have given their money?
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N: Yes, but they still kept this Godfather type thing going.

A: 1 know my aunt went up there for something one time. I took her to
Springfield to that counsel.

Q: Did these people play a role at all these miner's unions and stuff
like that? The counsel?

A: Sure. They played a role in everything.

Q: Politics and . .

A: They were gangsters,
Q: Yes. Yes.
A: We've got them all over,

N: But that happened at Langleyville.

A: Yes. Yes, 1 was talking to John DeMikeo up here at Farmersville. He
said his mother was a Corso from here. I told him, "Hell, I used to live
right across the road from where you live. Right there. I used to beard
there." That was before I was married you know. And I told him. And he
said, "Do you remember that woman getting shot?"” I said, "Sure I do. I
remember when they killed them." I said, "Then the counsel, they killed
him in Springfield there."

Q: Why would they kill him? Is it kind of a retribution?

A: Because he was a crook. He was a big crook too. That's why they
killed him,

N: Do you remember his name?

: No. I knew his name. He was an Italian. One of those thugs. They
had a lot of them in Springfield too.

N: They almost had like a mafia.

A:  Yes, they did.

Q: Yes, I heard about that.

N: Wherever there were Italian miners in the area.

Q: I heard they were like go betweens for settling strikes and stuff
like that.

N: Probably.
Q: Did you ever hear about that? When I was kid they were telling me

that some of these counsels would help settle strikes. You know they
would talk to people.
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A: Talk to them guys. They could make them do anything. Well a priest
would do the same thing.

N: Yes, they used a priest in a lot of places with coal miners.

A: That's why the old man quit Italy, he didn't like Italy. The priest
was the boss.

Q: And he tried to do the same thing here, the priest?

A: He didn't do it to my dad because my dad wouldn't go to church. He
said, "That's why I come over here.," Because my mother used to pay but
not my dad., He said, "I know what they used to do to us over here. The
priest was the boss." And he run the town.

Q: But he didn't do it down here?

A: I could get a job any place. T never missed.

Q: See what they were doing, they were shutting the mines down and
opening them all the time and then you'd move, is that it?

A: Sure. But I never did have to move away from here. I always could
drive.

Q: 1Like to Taylotville or somewhere else.
A: Yes,

Q: But you weren't like a lot of other people. You didn't go to Kenosha,
Wisconsin or you didn't go to Detroit.

A: No, I wanted to stay in the mines. Which was the best thing I ever
done.

Q: Why?

A: Because T liked to work in the mines. If I was a kid and start over
again I would go right back in the mines. Right back in it.

N: Kind of gets in your blood. Like my dad too loved mining.

A: Why sure. Your dad wasn't satisfied until he got back in the mine,

I know he had a good job here at the smelter because it was working. And
Bill went down and told him, "Hey, you want to work at the mine?" And
right now he'd come. Right now.

Q: That's all that guy said?

A: Tony, you know Tony's up in Kenosha. My brother Tony, the eldest
brother., He's dead now though. And I used to go up and I'd talk to him,
I say, "Hey Tony, how would you like to come back and work in the mine?"
He said, "If I thought I could I'd do it right now."













