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Preface  

This  manuscript i s  t h e  product of a tape recorded in t e rv i ew conducted by 
Vi rg in i a  Bomke f o x  the  Oral. His tory  Office on O c ~ o b e r  31, 1972.  Linda Je t t  
t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t apes  and Susan Jones e d i t e d  the t r a n s c r i p t .  

V i rg in i a  Bedford works f o r  the  P leasant  P l a i n s  school  1-unch program. I n  
t h i s  memoir she  d iscusses  order ing  the food f o r  the cafeteria,  planning 
t h e  menu and maintaining t he  s a n i t a r y  condi t ions  of t h e  c a f e t e r i a .  

Readers o f  the  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear i n  mind that  i t  is a 
transcript of the  spoken word, and t h a t  t he  in te rv iewes ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve t h e  informal., conversational sty1.e t h a t  i s  
inherent i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon Stare Unive r s i ty  is  not  
respons ib le  f o r  t h e  factual accuracy o f  the ,memoir, nor  f o r  vlews expressed 
therein;  t hese  are f o r  the  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read,  quoted and c i t ed  f reely .  It may no t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical 
without permission i n  wr i t i ng  from the Oral His tory  Office, Sangamon 
State University, Spr ingf  iel .d,  I l l . i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Virg in i a  Bedf o r d ,  October 31, 1 9 7 2 ,  P1.easan.t PJ.ains, 11.1 i n o i s .  

V i r g i n i a  Bornke. 

Q: . . . t h e  l ~ i s t o r y  of school l.unch program. The present  method of 
se rv ing  1.unches t o  high school. s tuden t s  and grade school ,  this i s  high 
school ,  was not  g e n e r a 1 . l ~  undertaken unt i l .  about 1909. No r e f e rence  t o  
school. I.unches i s  found i n  t h e  Reader 's Guide previous t o  1905. The 
school. 1-unch s e r v i c e  has  been p rac t i ced  i n  Europe f o r  more than 125 
years. The custom has long been establ- ished i n  France, Switzerl.and, 
Hol .  l.and , England , Denmark, and Germany. School. 1  unches have a l s  a been 
provided f o r  el-ementary school. ch i ld ren  f o r  many years i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  What is  t h e  h i s t o r y  of the school. l.unch program i n  the Pl-easant 
Plains grade school.--as I understand t h a t ' s  where you work? 

A: Well., t h a t  i s  something that I r e a l l y  don ' t  know about .  

Q: Do you know when i t  s ta r ted?  

A: No, I don ' t  know when i t  s t a r t e d .  I know t h a t  Mrs. Candle, you know, 
worked, oh, twenty years  ago. 

Q: Wel.]., I mead i n  P leasant  P l a i n s  grade school.. 

A: Yes, b u t  I don' t  know. 

Q: Down there. But you worked i n  t h e  P leasant  P l a i n s  vil.l .age. She 
works i n  Farmingda1.e. 

A: Yes, I don ' t  know how l.ong i t ' s  been the re .  

Q: What number of s t u d e n t s  o r  p u p i l s  pa t ron ize  the  program? 

A: Well, i t ' s  . . . you mean percentage-wise o r  about how many we fed?  

Q: About how many you f e d .  

A :  Oh, about a hundred and n ine ty  a day. 

Q: What bu i ld ing  p rov i s ions  a r e  requi red  t o  house t h e  grade school  
lunchroom? 

A: Well., t h e r e ' s  a c a f e t e r i a ,  of course, where . . . 
Q: Is t h a t  what i t  is? 
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A :  Y e s .  

: I t ' s  i n  cafeteri  .a form. 

A: 1t 's a c a f e t e r i a  farm, yes. 

Q: What equipment, f u r n i t u r e  and f i x t u r e s  are provided f o r  the  d in ing  
space, se rv ing  room, and k i tchen?  

A: Wel.1, i n  the c a f e t e r i a ,  why t h e r e ' s  these folded tables and benches 
t h a t  are by them and t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  about a l l  there i s  i n  t h e  cafeter ia ,  
j u s t  the t a b l e s  t o  e a t .  And we se rve  ou t  of t h e  ki tchen.  O f  course ,  we 
have regul.ar k i t chen  th ings .  We have r e f r i g e r a t o r ,  s tove ,  and a place t o  
s t o r e  our food. 

Q :  Who i s  the  manager of the  school lunch program a t  P1.easant Pl.ains 
grade school? 

A :  B i l l .  Kenner real1.y i s  our bus iness  manager there,  H e  oversees the  
1-unch program. 

Q: B i l l .  Kenner, is he a teacher?  

A: Wel.l., h e ' s  t h e  business  manager. 

q :  Oh, he ' s  the business  manager. 

A: Yes, h e ' s  the bus iness  manager. 

Q: Is t h i s ,  this i s  Bill .  Kenner . . . 
A: The young, young man. 

Q: Who does t h e  accounting work f o r  t h e  program? 

A: I believe tha t  M r .  Kenner does  tha t .  

Q: Do you know how i t ' s  done? 

A: No, I r e a l l y  don ' t  except that, of course,  T have a l l  my b i l l s .  Now, 
1 send a l l  of my b i l l s  over t o  M r .  Kenner from our  suppl.iers.  

9: Where do you psuckase your  suppl . ies? 

A: Where? 

Q: Y e s .  

A: Oh, you mean l i k e  where do we ge t  our  food? 

Q: Yes. 

A: From the Runn Capi ta l  Grocery Company, Springfie1.d Produce, and 
Pegwell Packing Company. 
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Virginia Bedford 3 

Q: Do you have purchase orders?  That was somethhg,  express ion  used i n  
h i s  o ld ,  i t ' s  an o ld  book, admin i s t r a t i on  of . . . 
A :  Well, we don ' t  rea1.l.y. We don ' t .  I mean they j u s t  Come add I order  
and they j u s t  make out  a ticket j u s t  l i k e  they make out  f o r  you, real.l.y, 
and nobody g ives  m e  an order .  

Q: This  i s n ' t  as large an operat ion as t h a t  is. 

A: No, probab1.y n o t .  

Q:  What educational.  u se s  a r e  made af the lunchroom? 

A: In t h e  cafeteria they s o m e t i m e s  w i l l  give tests i n  t h e r e  o r  they 
might show p i c t u r e s  o r  they could use  .it for--wel~l, I don ' t  know i f  
they've done any o t h e r  s tudy work. They might use i t  for some e x t r a  
s tudy work that they were doing. I ' v e  seen the  youngsters  s i t r i n g  in 
there studying. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t ' s  every day, but there's j u s t  sometimes 
t h a t  i t  might be,  

Q: What a r e  your r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  home economics teacher? Do they 
have a grade school. home economics teaches?  

A: No* 

Q: Does the number of s tuden t s  e a t i n g  i n  the 1.unchroom vary much from 
day t o  day? 

A: Oh, I would say about twenty. Sometimes i n  the  win ter  we have l o t s  
of co1.d~ so t he re ' d  be q u i t e  a few out  o r  i n  good weather they'l .1 h r ing  
t h e i r  l.unch. And i t  can vary as much a s  twenty from day t o  day. 

Q: Are all. pupil.$ o r  s tuden t s  required-in this case they usual.1.y speak 
of grade school  pupils--required t o  partake of this school  provided 
lunches? 

A: No, they ace n o t  required t o  do so .  

Q: What percentage do partake, approximatel.y? 

A: Oh, I ' d  s ay  about SO percent .  Maybe 85. 

Q :  What is t h e  average c o s t  of a meal f o r  boys and g i r l s ,  approximarel-y? 

A: You mean what does i t  cost us? 

Q: No. Well, I t h i n k  I mean here  what they pay f o r  i t .  

A :  O h ,  they pay t h i r t y - f i v e ,  f o r t y  cents. For ty  cen t s .  See, their 
money doesn ' t  come t o  me s o  I don ' t  . . . 
Q: 1 was going t o  ask you about  t h a t ,  Bow is the  heal-th of pupil. a r  
s tudent  patrons p ro t ec t ed  and fos t e red  by the  school. 1.unch program and 
i t s  d i r e c t o r s ?  
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V i r g i n i a  Bedf ord 4 

A :  Well., w e ' r e  supposed t o  s e rve  t h e  proper  foods t o  keep a person 
heal.thy . 
Q: Does the  s t a t e  make any requirements o r  s tandards?  

A: Y e s ,  they do. You're suppose t o  serve  mi1.k and meat o r  an a l t e r n a t e  
and vegetab les  and f r u i t ,  enr iched o r  whole g ra in  breads and yau're 
suppose t o  s e rve  b u t t e r  or  f o r t i f i e d  margarine. 

Q: The school  lunch program i s  organtzed f o r  maximum service and not  f o r  
p r o f i t ,  is  i t  n o t ?  

A:  That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q:  T h a t  sounds as though, according to the p r i c e s .  (I.aughter) Haw does  
t he  school. I.unch program buy and conserve food supp l i e s?  Now, you've 
p a r t i a l l y  answered t h a t .  

A: I ' v e  p a r t i a l - l y  answered t h a t .  Well,, of course we do have t o  buy some 
e x t r a  and we have rooms t o  store i t  in .  Have enough on hand, p robab l .~ ,  
f o r  as much as a coup1.e of weeks a t  a time. 

Q; And you answered t h i s  p a r t  of i t  was what about storage f a c i l . i t i e s ?  

A: Well, of  course . . . 
Q: Do you have any e s t ima te?  

A: We'd j u s r ,  of course,  have a r e f r i g e r a t o r .  We have two f r e e z e r s  and 
a room where we can s t o r e  our canned goods aad f l o u r ,  dry cereals and 
th ings  1.ike t h a t .  

Q:  Do you have any e s t ima te  of d a i l y  o r  weekly c o s t s  and receipts? 

A: No, I ' m  no t  requi red  t o  do that, I j u s t  keep my b i l . 1 , ~  and t u r n  them 
i n  and so I ' d  never have any i d e a  how much t h a t  is. 

Q: Bow many employees are there  i n  t h e  school  lunch program of which you 
are a p a r t ?  

A: Well, t h e r e ' s  j u s t  two the re  a t  t h e  grade school. 

Q: Are records  kept  of suppl-ies? 

A: Not completely but  when you--well., we do keep a s o r t  of a . . . 
Q: Sirup1.e inventory?  

A: Yes. And then i n  the f r e e z e r  we've got everything inventor ied  t h a t ' s  
i n  our  f r e e z e r  mare than we do r i g h t  there a t  school where eve ry th ing ' s  
in s i g h t .  At t h e  freezer, t h a t '  s a t  the  high school., 

Q: Yes. A r e  you s a t i s f i e d  with your salaries and working conditions, as 
employees of t h e  school lunch program of which you are a p a r t ?  
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A: Well, y e s .  Sometimes I feel like I cou1.d have a l i t t l e  more money. 
( l a u g h t e r )  But as f a r  as our  working c o n d i t i o n s  I think t h e y ' r e  q u i t e  
s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

Q :  What are some of t h e  requ i rements  made of empl.oyees? 

A: We].]., I d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h e y  real.1.y say t o o  much t o  you a b o u t  t h a t ,  
b u t  y o u ' r e  suppose t o  be on t i m e  every  day and y o u ' r e  suppose t o  keep 
t h i n g s  c l e a n  and serve good food. Do your  best and satisfy your youngs te r s .  

Q: Y e s .  What q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  are t h e r e ?  

A: You'd have t o  be a heal . thy person ,  of course. We have t o  have h e a l t h  
tests. 

Q :  Yes, J assumed t h a t .  

A: It d o e s n ' t  s a y  t h a t  y o u ' r e  suppose t o  be tall b u t ,  you b o w ,  i t  h e l p s  
t o  be ta1.l. . . . 
Q: 1 imagine i t  does .  (1.aughs) 

A: . . . working i n  t h e  k i t c h e n .  It r e a l - l y  does  because  r e a c h i n g  over  
t h e  c o u n t e r ,  up a t  the s t o v e  a l . i t t l e  s h o r t  pe r son ,  i t ' s  a l i t t l e  bit 
hard .  

Q: I woul.dnl t do v e r y  we1 1 a t  i t .  (1.aughter)  

A: We1 l., t h e r e  are some s h o r t  ones working. 

Q: What about  s t u d e n t  h e l p ?  How many are invol-ved? 

A: We have f i v e  y o u n g s t e r s  every  day.  There 's  two who come down f o r  
what we cal.1. our  f i r s t  s h i f t  o r  t h e y  work about  thirty minutes ;md then  
t h e r e  are t h r e e  t h a t  come down and work f o r  abou t  t h i r t y  minutes  and they 
h e l p  u s  s e r v e  t h e  food.  And they  w i l l .  do t h i n g s  1-ike c a r r y i n g  o u t  p l a t e s  
and drying some d i s h e s  and p u t t i n g  s i l v e r w a r e  out  but t h e y  mos t ly  s e r v e  
t h e  food. But when L s a y  f i v e ,  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  ones who come every  
week. W e  u t i l . i z e  just q u i t e  a good many youngs te r s  t h a t  way. 

Q: What is  t h e i r  remunerat ion? 

A: They g e t  t h e i r  lunch  f r e e .  

Q :  Do you know how e x p e n d i t u r e s  are d i v i d e d  f o r  s a y ,  f o o d ,  cooks-- that ' s  
t h e i r  salaries--and s t o r i n g  f a c i l - i t i e s ?  

A :  N o .  

Q: Cashier. Do you have a c a s h i e r ?  

A: No, we don". No, we d o n ' t  do that. 
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Q:  You don ' t  do t h a r .  

A: No. 

9 :  Do you have a s e p a r a t e  t r a y  checker? 

A: No, r e a l l y ,  you see, we check our own t r ays .  

Q :  O h ,  then how do they  pay? 

A: Well,  they pay . . . 
Q: You d o n ' t  have a cash r eg i s t e r ?  

A: No, w d m ' t  have one. They pay b e f o r e  they come down. They pay the 
secretary of t h e  s c h o o l .  

Q:  And what kind of q u a n t i t y  do you buy? 

A: Oh, I buy m y  canned goods by the case. I may buy as many as four  
c a s e s  of one th ing  a t  a t ime.  And of c o u r s e  sugar  I buy f l f r y  pounds at 
a time. Powdered s u g a r ,  twenty-four pounds a t  a t i m e .  Cheese, g e t  a 
case of cheese .  Sometimes i t ' s  t h i r t y  pounds, sometimes i t ' s  f o r t y  
depending upon t h e  kind of cheese. But it seems like a l o t .  

Q: It sounds I.ike it. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Bow m a n y  pupi1.s were eating d i d  you say again? 

A: About a hundred and n ine ty  I wou1.d s ay .  

Q:  Tha t ' s  aL1 the  t ime? 

A: Sometimes t h e r e ' s  l.ess and sometimes i t ' s  more. 

Q: Do you have a month1.y p r o f i t  and I.oss summary and you said you d o n ' t ,  
d i d n ' t  you? 

A: I d o n ' t  have a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h a t .  

Q: How i s  s a n i t a t i o n  provided? 

A: Well, j u s t  what we do t h e r e .  

Q: El.bow grease. (1-aughter) 

A: Yes, I guess  so. Well, o f  course ,  our  dishwashing, though, is  done 
by machines s o  t h a r  it would be s t e r i l i z e d .  But t h e  p o t s  and pans you do 
thar  by el.bow g r e a s e .  You mop the  f l o o r s  and s c o u r  t h e  counters. 

Q: Methods of contro1. l ing food sel-ection. Control. the menu. You g e t  
t o g e t h e r  on t h a t  I presume. 
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A: We g e t  t oge the r  on t h a t .  

Q: Do you have any pupi1.s who have t o  have s p e c i a l  d i e t s ?  

A: No, we d o n ' t  have t h a t .  

Q: Do you have m p e r v i s i o n  over t h e  s tudent  t r a y s ?  

A: No, no, no t  rea l .1~ .  They're t o  take something of every th ing  t h a t  w e  
offer. 

Q: And balanced pl.ate o f f e r i n g .  

A: Well., 1 would th ink  t h a t  t h a t  probab1.y means a bal-anced meal, don't 
you? 

Q: Y e s .  Do you encourage them? You probably encourage them t o  e a t  a 
balanced meal. 

A: Yes, yes ,  we do. 

Q:  Is there any publ . i c t ty  t o  this I.unch? 

A: Wel.]., if t h e  menu i s  p r in t ed  i n  t h e  Pleasant Plains press , . . 
Q: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  1 not iced  t h a t  when we got  our school. bu l - le t in .  What 
do you c a l l  t h a t ,  school  c i r c u l a r ?  I 

A: Yes. And t h a t  way i t ' s  went out  i n  t he  c i r c u l a r  s o  t h a t  I imagine 
everybody i n  t h e  community g e t s  it. And u s u a l . 1 ~  t h e  teachers will. have a 
copy of t h e  menu i n  t h e i r  room so  t h a t  the  youngsters  can s e e  what's 
being served .  

Q:  Do you know i f  they ever have made use of promotional e x h i b i t s  such 
as white  r a t s  f ed  on d i f f e r e n t  d i e t s ?  W e  had that when I was in school.. 

A: Well., J don ' t  know t h a t  they 've done t h a r  bu t  they do have pos t e r s  
and th ings  l i k e  that. And they encourage us  t o  do th ings  and t o  do a bit 
of decora t ing  i n  d i f f e r e n t  seasons of t he  yeas and call. to t h e  youngsters' 
a t t e n t i o n  the  food t h a t  they should be ea t ing .  Like oranges . . . 
Q: Who's they? 

A: The s t a t e .  The s t a t e .  The s t a t e  does t h a t .  

Q: Well., now, how does t h e  s t a t e ,  who is  t h e  agent  of the  s t a r e  thar 
does t h a t ?  

A :  We1.1.. I don't even know h i s  name now . . . 
Q :  Oh, there a r e  s t a t e  r ep re sen ta t ives .  

A: There are s t a t e  people i n  Spr ing f i e ld  t h a t  r ea l ly  are over t h i s  
program. And generaJ.1.y they  even come out  and visit us  a t  l e a s t  once a 
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year .  And then ,  of course ,  we g e t  pamphlets and th ings  l i k e  t h a t  t o  t e l ~ l  
us .  

Q: Do you know whether they make use of class i n s t r u c t i o n ,  suggested 
menus, and t h a t  sort of t h ing?  

A:  Well, I c a n ' t  say t h a t  they have done t h a t  he re  t h a t  I know of. Now, 
they do sometimes, t h e  t eache r s  w i l l .  have and they ' l .1  even t e l l  t h e  
chil .dren, you know, d i f f e r e n t  t h ings  t h a t  they should be e a t i n g .  

Q: Does t h e  grade school have a school. paper? 

A:  No, rhry don ' t .  Rut now they sometimes have news i n  that l i t t l e  
news le t t e r  t h a t  goes out  . . . 
9: Goes out t o  all t he  f ami l i e s .  

A:  Yes, and t h e r e ' l l  be news i n  these  from t h e  grade schoold. They ' l l  
talk about t h ings  they 've done. 

Q: Are you aware of any food se l -ec t ion  problems? 

A: Well now, what do yau mean? 

Q: Tt sugges ts  t h a t  t h e r e  be a follow-up on the food s e l e c t i o n  as i nd i ca t ed  
by the  record  of food sales  t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  whether they  were e a t i n g  
proper1.y. 

* 
A: We1.1, you know, like some of t h e  b i g  schools  t he  youngsters  can 
s e l e c t  what they take t o  e a t .  Here we have a c e r t a i n  menu, we put  i t  on 
t h e i r  t r a y  and g ive  i t  t o  them. 

Q: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  They don ' t  have . . . 

A: They don ' t  r e a l l y  have any choice. 

Q: . . . a preference ,  t he  choice. 

A: No, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

9: Wel.1-, they have t h a t  q u i t e  a b i t  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  and they announce i t  
on t h e  radio  and once i n  a whi1.e they may have an eitherlor, but  i t ' s  
mostly . . . 
A: Yes, I t h i n k  they even have as many as t h r e e  se l .ec t ians ,  I be l i eve .  

Q: That m a t e r i a l  r e f e rence  f rom which t h e  material .  was taken was quite 
an 01.d copyright  date  but  I thought i t  had some good materia1.s. Working 
condi t ions .  What are your hours of work? 

A: W e  work from seven i n  t h e  morning un t i l ,  about two i n  the  a f te rnoon.  

Q: Are your 1.unches incl-uded as  p a r t  of your salary? 

     Virigina Bedford Memoir -- Archives, University of Illinois at Springfield



Virg in i a  Redford 

A: Yes. 

Q: Are you p a i d  once a month? 

A: Y e s ,  w e ' r e  pa id  once a month. 

Q :  A r e  you granted any s i c k  1.eave wi th  pay? 

A: Y e s ,  we're al.'l,owed t e n  days a year  with pay. You accumulate up t o  
seventy days. 

Q:  Did you have a period of on the job t r a i n i n g ?  

A: Well, no t  r e a l . 1 , ~  b u t  I was s u b s r i t u t e  cook f o r  about  t h r e e  o r  Sour 
y e a r s ,  

Q: Were you furn ished  with job  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  w r i t i n g  o r  orall.y? 

A: Well, oral l -y,  1 guess you'd say .  But now, t h a t  was given to m e  only 
when I was a s u b s t i t u t e .  1 mean, when you just s t a r t e d  you don' t  rea1l.y 
g e t  anything.  

Q: Do you wear uniforms? 

A: Yes, we wear uniforms, 

Q ,  HOW are t h e  pupi7.s or  s tuden t s  supervised during t he  1.unch pe r i od?  

A: Oh, u sua l ly  t h e i r  t eache r  stays i n  t h e m  wi th  them. I th ink  every 
c l a s s  has  t h e i r  t eache r .  They don ' t  eat with  them, they stand c l o s e  t o  
where they can s e e  what t hey ' r e  doing. 

9: Did you say  they had two s h i f t s ?  

A: We1.1, yes .  05 course,  they c a n ' t  a l l  e a t  at  once, They come down, 
you h o w ,  about maybe th ree  rooms and then maybe about  t e n  minutes t h e r e ' d  
be some more. Of course ,  while  you ' re  se rv ing  t h e  second room . . 
Q: It i s n ' t  exac t ly  two sepa ra t e  s h i f t s .  

A: N o ,  no t  exact1.p. 

Q: It jus t  rotates a l i t t l e  b i t .  

A :  Well., while  t h e  f i r s t  ones g e t  served they go r i g h t  i n  and s t a r t  
eating,  see,  j u s t  r i g h t  away. And then you're serv ing  others and t h e y ' r e  
going i n  and as the ones are f i n i s h i n g  they get  up and they leave.  We 
se rve  over a pe r i od  of about  an hour.  

Q: Do you have a school. 1-unch d i r e c t o r ?  

A: N o ,  we don?. I don' t feel. 1,ike we r e d l y  do,  not  what 1 feel,. l i k e  
i t  means here. 
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Q: Who h i r e s  t he  school. lunch personnel?  

A: The super in tendent  recommends c e r t a i n  peop1.e and they are really 
h i r ed  by t h e  school  board. 

Q:  Now, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n s  t h a t  might be  of i n t e r e s t .  I n  
e i g h t  minutes t h a t  , . . 

A: Wel-I., I could say t h a t  I rea l - ly  enjoy t h i s  job.  It 's a 1-ot of fun t o  
cook f o r  t hese  l . i t t l e  youngsters .  They're always rushing down t o  ask you 
what t h e y ' r e  going t o  have t o  e a t  today and they'l.1. say,  "Oh, I: don ' t  
l i k e  t h a t , "  o r  "Yum, yum, t h a t ' s  what I do l . ike." And they t e l l .  us t h e i r  
t ruub le s ,  and show us  t h e i r  cu t  f i n g e r s ,  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  But I 
j u s t  enjoy i t ,  I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  1 have any r e c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  pa r t i cu l - a r  
about i t .  Is there anything you want t o  ask? 

Q: You s a i d  t h a t  they had observed hol idays  more. 

A: Yes. They l i k e  f o r  you to--the s t a t e  recommends o r  asks you o r  
encourages you t o  put  some decora t ions  up o r  decora te  cookies that are 
s u i t a b l e  f o r  t he  season o r  make a sal-ad l i k e  a red or green salad f o r  
Christmas, o r  something 1-ike t h a t .  They 1.ike for you t o  perk your mea1.s 
up, make them as i n t e r e s t i n g  and as  good f o r  t h e  youngsters  t h a t  you can. 
They want them t o  e a t .  They want them t o  have good food. 

Q :  Bow 1.arge are the  t a b l e s  would you say? 

A: Wel.l., 1 t h ink  t h e r e  must be about e i g h t  t o  ten  youngsters  who e a t  on 
a s i d e .  

Q: I had v i s i o n s  of small. fol.ding t a b l e s .  I'm not  use  t o  t h i s .  

A: No, you s e e ,  they come dawn out  of t he  wal l . .  

Q t  Oh, l i k e  that. 

A: Yes, they come down out  of the  wa1.3. When 1 say  eight t o  ten  youngsters ,  
some youngsters  a r e  b igger  and take up a 1.ittl.e more room. These benches 
then f o l d  up too  and come r i g h t  down. 

Q: Tha t ' s  why i t ' s  possib1.e t o  use the  room f o r  . . . 
A :  Yes. Wel.1, even i f  t hey ' r e  s tudying in t h e r e ,  of course,  they have 
t o  have t h e  tables down. Sometimes they take tes ts  i n  t he re .  O r  they 
might have music i n  there- - tha t ' s  another  t h ing  t h a t  they have done--they've 
used i t  f o r  music. And then ,  of course ,  they Can use tt f o r  something 
a f t e r  they push those  t a b l e s  up and t h e y ' r e  nor i n  the  way. 

0: Is the food bought once a week o r  every . . . o r  j u s t  as o f t en  as it 
appears  t h a t  you need i t ?  

A:  No, t h e r e ' s  a salesman [ t h a t ]  ca1.l on you regul-ar ly.  
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Q: Oh, a sa'l-esman ca1.l.s on you. 

A:  Yes, a sa1.esman ca l . l s  on your regul.arly.  O f  course,  we ge t  . . . 
Q: Now, what do you mean regul-ar ly? 

A: Like every Monday o r  every Wednesday. There 's  the Spriagfie1.d produce 
man who comes every Monday and Pegwe1.l who sel ls  the  meat. But t h e  Bum 
Cap i t a l  comes once every two weeks. Cones on Wednesday every t w o  weeks. 
So then  our  food i s  de l ive red  once a week t h a t  way. 

Q: What kind of Liquids and refreshments  do they serve? 

A: Mil-k, Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  al.1, t h a t  we se rve  i s  rni1.k. We d o n ' t  even have 
g l a s s e s  of water .  You j u s t  have . , . 
Q: When they have a f e s t i v e  occasion,  do you have hot  chacola te  o r  
any thing? 

A: No, La f a c t  . . . 
Q :  1 guess they don ' t  recommend t h a t .  

A: They don ' t  even recommend i t  un le s s  i t ' s  made w i t h  whole milk. They 
don ' t  even like f o r  t he  youngsters  t o  d r i n k  chocolate milk because they 
say i t  s p o i l s  their a p p e t i t e .  Like they have milk breaks, see .  Like i n  
the  middle o f  t h e  morning they '  1.1 come dawn--well , now, I s a i d  milk was 
t h e  onl-y th ing .  We do have orange j u i c e  once i n  a while.  We g e t  orange 
j u i c e  as a commodity from the government and w e ' l l  serve t h a t .  But  mybe  
i t  might only be once a month o r  something. 

0:  Wel.1, you spoke of that as a commodity of the government. Are there 
any o the r  such commodities? 

A:  O h ,  we g e t  q u i t e  a b i t .  We g e t  f l o u r ,  b u t t e r ,  f r i e d  chicken, rooster 
turkeys,  rice, r o l l e d  o a t s ,  r o l l e d  wheat, and i n  season we may g e t  f r e s h  
apples  and f r e s h  pears. We g e t  canned th ings  like canned tomatoes, 
tomato paste,  p u r p l e  plums, prunes, and pineapple. We ge t  a l o t  of 
th ings .  

Q: Now, how i s  t h i s  provided through the  government? 

A: Wel.l., the  government buys this as a surp1.u~ . . . 
Q: What's the name o f  the agency . . . 
A: That does t h a t ?  

Q: That does tha , t ,  yes .  

A:  Wel.l., I don ' t  know. But i t  i s ,  i t ' s  govesnment food . . . 
Q: 1t's probably under the a g r i c u l  tuse. 
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A: Yes, I would imagine. I would imagine. Becmse they buy this as 
s u r p l u s  and then they f u r n i s h  i t  t o  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and schoo1.s. Now 
we have t o  pay, I bel. ieve, i t ' s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  on t h a t .  But it a r l t ua l . 1~  
i s  given t o  u s  redly. Not t o  be so1.d o r  exchanged. 

Q: Well., t h a t  is  something t h a t  was i n t e r e s t i n g .  1 did  know that from 
he re  i n  the news and reading t h a t  t h e r e  was a connection between the 
Department of Agr icu l ture  and the school lunch program, 

A: Yes, t h a t  i s  probably r i g h t .  I j u s t  don ' t  t h ink  roo much about  it, 
but I t h i n k  it even says  something about the  Department o f  Agr icu l tu re  on 
some of those  sacks  of r i c e  and bread. Tha t ' s  another  [thiag] we do. We 
bake our bread--I mean our ro l l . s ,  no t  bread, bu t  ro1.l.s and corn bread and 
b i s c u i t s .  We've made r o l l s  and made r o l l s .  ( laughs)  

Q: That's bread rol Is? 

A: Yes, t h a t ' s  bread r o 1 . l ~ .  From s c r a t c h .  

Q: Well, I thank you very much. 

A: Well, you're  e n t i r e l y  welcome. 

9: 1 a p p r e c t a t e  you taking t he  time out. 

A: Yes. 

End of Tape 
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