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John Beatt3y, August 8 ,  1957. 

Q: . . . and aboard Captain John Beatty's baat, and we will ta lk  
river again. All right. Captain, I dare you to give us a resume of 
your river career. 

A: Well, .the start of it all, I am told was before I was born. Ny 
father was building a stamwheel m t  called the Colanei for the 
Ironton mmbsr Cmpany, and the ma&inery fram that boat caw off a 
little gasoline boat that u&ed to tow lags far the Cole and Crane 
Capany. While my father was building boat, I understand that my 
mather  spent an awful lot of time sitt ing on the river bank watching 
him. Shewanted to b sure that 1 turned out to & a river man, just 
like my dad. So I guess that's about the earliest beginning any man 
could have on the river. That pseticular ht--just for the 
record--was the first bmt that the Ashland Oil and Ref* b q a q  
ever owned. She was stemwheel, beltdrive, and she had a 16 
horse- shgle cylhder gasoline engine, with a pair of 32 
horsepower flywheels on it. And the mamxfactme of the engine was 
spooce mthers. 

Q: Where w e r e  they lm ted?  

A: I really don't know, Thatis the only engine that I recall seeing 
that was made by that crmrpany. X he rd  of a l o t  af them, but that's 
the only one I ever saw. I followed d after rrry dad far a good 
many years, and his brather and his father, A t  various t k ,  I: a d  
get a chance to go on a t r i p  w i t h  them. They would go up the Big 
Sandy River, and the Great Kianawha River md the Litth Kana- ~iver ,  
and theywouldbring out strings of t j 3 n b e r a n d t h m r a f t h o u t  in 
the ohio. md they would float them to the m e  and m e  mills at 
Cinchmati primarily. 

And at other times they would get rafts of moss ties that out of 
small streams such as the Little Sandy MVEU:, which is .t=oday, I would 
say, maybe t h i r t y  feet across, something like that. And they would 
bring those a s s  ties out all rafted together. And they mUdrilt taw 
them upstream, so they would take the raft apart, load Ulem h t o  a 
barge by hand, and taw them upstream to a place at Wonton, Ohio, 
call& Park's Tie Elevator. The ties wer@ then creosote$ some of 
them, same of them they shipped green, without pressure-treating them. 
O f  course they were all load& in railroad cars. There was mite a 
nmiber of them that went to the DT&I mil-d which-the Detroit, 
Toledo and Imntan-which in later years belonged to the Ford Motar 
Cmpmy. It is n m  part of the Pennsy1vanS.a System 
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Q: Could you dilate a l i t t l e  a b u t  bringing those logs out of the B i g  
S d y ?  I can't imagine, although I've talked to a m n h r  of men 
who 've talked a b u t  the logging. 

A: Well, primarily, when the logs would a ~ m e  out of the Big Sandy, 
*they would ccnre out not in raft s ize  but in wbat they called ~txdngs. 
And as near as lrry memory serves me, I bliwe that it took six strings 
to make a raft. I'd say the string of t-was maw twelve t o  
fourteen feet wide and maybe sixty feet lmg. !They would these 
various strings and put than together and make a raft, And there were 
times that we would have as many as six rafts. That would cwer cpite 
an area. And we would bore a hole in one of the logs on ~~ end of 
the raft ,  and insert about a two inch diameter hickory post, so to 
speak, as a hinge for aur sweep. And a sweep was a long willow pole, 
anywhere from four to five inches in diameter at  the one end to 
prac t i a l ly  one inch a t  the other end, maybe t h i r t y  feet long* And on 
the end of that was a big M, maybe sixken inches w i d e  and twelve 
feet long and maybe an inch and a half thick. So in other words, a 
sweep was just a giant oar. 

And sanetimes one man would rcsw that raft and pclh~t it in the 
direction he waited it t o  go on one end, and mybe thereld be a man on 
the other m d ,  or three or four men, depending an the size of the 
raft. And you W d  travel, d e W d d  ugm .the river. This was going 
on about the t h e  that theywerebufldiqsome ofthe locks aM?tclamns. 

I can mil smne of the packet boats passing us, And sari&- weld 
t ie  up at night and samtimes we wouldn't. R11 we had was a couple of 
coils of rope ard a good steambat yawl, and maybe three m. And we 
just m the end of your line ashore. As I s t a r t d  to grow up, they'd 
send me ashore with the yawl. They'd t i e  the line and give me an ax. 
Andwh@nthey1drunmt of line, i f t h e y w m l t s t o p p l t d ,  they'dshmt 
t o  m e  to chop it. I ' d  chop the line, and they'd pull it aboard. I'd 
get in the boat and cane back out of the raft and get ready to run the 
line again. Whia was a very crude way 05 doing w, but . . . 
Q: And Ym'd be c d n g  dawn the Ohio and . . . 
A: W e l l ,  what  they would do is just turn that stuff loase, and it 
just float& out of the river like the B i g  Sandy. The farther you got 
down the B i g  Sandy, the bigger you started building your raft. You'd 
start out ard you'd come down by a creek, and there may be six strings 
of timber in that creek. Well, you'd tie off what ycu had and go back 
and pull those strings out and malce them into a raft and add it to 
what yw already had. And the farther d m  the r k  you got, the 
bigger the river was and the larger your raft of logs would hcane. 
It would just gradually build up in size. And I've seen men m h g  
out of the Big Sandy River--they were  just rtl~untaineers-and lots of 
th - - they had the dam up a t  Catlettsburg-and they just ran a line 
across the river and tied up the f h t  raft, and the next raft would 
came down. They'd put thein a l l  mether. And then when they get a l l  
the timber i n  there that that river d d  hold, they WDUld thraw that 
dam, cut the line, and it would a l l  come out of there, and rush out 
into the Ohio River. And ~tlen would $e in water up to their waists. 
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Winter, mmner, didn't make any difference. They'd usually set me in 
the rowboat, so I wouldn't get wet. And everybodEy else got wet, But 
those mountaineers would not ride a raft out of the Big Sandy River. 
mey absolutely refused to go out on the Ohio River, They w e r e  s m r d  
to death. 

Q: They were afraid of the big water? 

A: They were just afraid of the big river. That's all there was to 
it. 

Q: It seems odd. I imagine it was more dangerow c m a k ~  down the Big 
Sandy? 

A: Well, very def M W y .  

Q: It must have been a rough stream mnhg d m  the river. 

A: Now a lot of the time, they wouLd build a bmn a c m s  the river 
like the Big Sandy. In other words, they would just ?Ace f i fbzn or 
twenty logs and chain than together one to the other, single file 
fashion from end to end. And they'd just W p  cutting timber and 
rollimg the lqs in the river. They didn t care where they mt . 
Then they would all ccnne down to this big boom. And after they got 
all their timber cut and got all these lome logs--this was like a big 
bwrh of d r i f t  laying around. They were in all sorts of shape. 'Ihey 
would part this bwm and bring those logs out of there o m  and two at 
a the,  and start to build them into str- and then h t o  rafts. 
Then they would proceed on d m  the s-. 

Q: I guess it was just tm bad if a boom broke, right? 

A: Well, that did happen. Once in a while they'd get a little flash 
flood and the boom would break. They'd spend weeks, ~ c r m e t h s  imonths, 
going down the river trying to  find their logs. And their logs could 
be ti& up behind shanty boats or in the trees. If they faurl them 
tied up sawplace, they knew that saneone in that vicinity had caught 
them, they'd be a shanty boater, and they'd have to pay--as I recall, 
they paid fifty cents a log, for catching a lcg and t.aWq care of it. 
1% not real sure about that. 

And there was very definitely a lot of people that would catch those 
logs. And they'd take a brick or a rock arrd deface the brand Wch 
was in the Bnd of it. I remember one brand hpaY'1:icuLarwas two C r s ,  
Cole and Crane lXlmber Campany. I knm of one sawmil l  that built what  
they called a saw boat. They tmk a section of band saw and hmked it 
onto a little steam engine and it worked very similar l h  a one man 
crossat saw. And they'd float these logs d m  along side of this 
little saw bat  and throw a chain amund thm. a r d  they'd start this 
little engine urp and they would saw about six inches off the end of 
this log. They would then t a k  the butt of this 1- tYlat had the 
band an it, thrav it in the boiler, use it for fuel and destroy the 
evidence all at the same time. And I've ~ e e n  many, m y  logs 
dehorned, so to speak. 
















































































