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John Beatt3y, August 8 ,  1957. 

Q: . . . and aboard Captain John Beatty's baat, and we will ta lk  
river again. All right. Captain, I dare you to give us a resume of 
your river career. 

A: Well, .the start of it all, I am told was before I was born. Ny 
father was building a stamwheel m t  called the Colanei for the 
Ironton mmbsr Cmpany, and the ma&inery fram that boat caw off a 
little gasoline boat that u&ed to tow lags far the Cole and Crane 
Capany. While my father was building boat, I understand that my 
mather  spent an awful lot of time sitt ing on the river bank watching 
him. Shewanted to b sure that 1 turned out to & a river man, just 
like my dad. So I guess that's about the earliest beginning any man 
could have on the river. That pseticular ht--just for the 
record--was the first bmt that the Ashland Oil and Ref* b q a q  
ever owned. She was stemwheel, beltdrive, and she had a 16 
horse- shgle cylhder gasoline engine, with a pair of 32 
horsepower flywheels on it. And the mamxfactme of the engine was 
spooce mthers. 

Q: Where w e r e  they lm ted?  

A: I really don't know, Thatis the only engine that I recall seeing 
that was made by that crmrpany. X he rd  of a l o t  af them, but that's 
the only one I ever saw. I followed d after rrry dad far a good 
many years, and his brather and his father, A t  various t k ,  I: a d  
get a chance to go on a t r i p  w i t h  them. They would go up the Big 
Sandy River, and the Great Kianawha River md the Litth Kana- ~iver ,  
and theywouldbring out strings of t j 3 n b e r a n d t h m r a f t h o u t  in 
the ohio. md they would float them to the m e  and m e  mills at 
Cinchmati primarily. 

And at other times they would get rafts of moss ties that out of 
small streams such as the Little Sandy MVEU:, which is .t=oday, I would 
say, maybe t h i r t y  feet across, something like that. And they would 
bring those a s s  ties out all rafted together. And they mUdrilt taw 
them upstream, so they would take the raft apart, load Ulem h t o  a 
barge by hand, and taw them upstream to a place at Wonton, Ohio, 
call& Park's Tie Elevator. The ties wer@ then creosote$ some of 
them, same of them they shipped green, without pressure-treating them. 
O f  course they were all load& in railroad cars. There was mite a 
nmiber of them that went to the DT&I mil-d which-the Detroit, 
Toledo and Imntan-which in later years belonged to the Ford Motar 
Cmpmy. It is n m  part of the Pennsy1vanS.a System 
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Q: Could you dilate a l i t t l e  a b u t  bringing those logs out of the B i g  
S d y ?  I can't imagine, although I've talked to a m n h r  of men 
who 've talked a b u t  the logging. 

A: Well, primarily, when the logs would a ~ m e  out of the Big Sandy, 
*they would ccnre out not in raft s ize  but in wbat they called ~txdngs. 
And as near as lrry memory serves me, I bliwe that it took six strings 
to make a raft. I'd say the string of t-was maw twelve t o  
fourteen feet wide and maybe sixty feet lmg. !They would these 
various strings and put than together and make a raft, And there were 
times that we would have as many as six rafts. That would cwer cpite 
an area. And we would bore a hole in one of the logs on ~~ end of 
the raft ,  and insert about a two inch diameter hickory post, so to 
speak, as a hinge for aur sweep. And a sweep was a long willow pole, 
anywhere from four to five inches in diameter at  the one end to 
prac t i a l ly  one inch a t  the other end, maybe t h i r t y  feet long* And on 
the end of that was a big M, maybe sixken inches w i d e  and twelve 
feet long and maybe an inch and a half thick. So in other words, a 
sweep was just a giant oar. 

And sanetimes one man would rcsw that raft and pclh~t it in the 
direction he waited it t o  go on one end, and mybe thereld be a man on 
the other m d ,  or three or four men, depending an the size of the 
raft. And you W d  travel, d e W d d  ugm .the river. This was going 
on about the t h e  that theywerebufldiqsome ofthe locks aM?tclamns. 

I can mil smne of the packet boats passing us, And sari&- weld 
t ie  up at night and samtimes we wouldn't. R11 we had was a couple of 
coils of rope ard a good steambat yawl, and maybe three m. And we 
just m the end of your line ashore. As I s t a r t d  to grow up, they'd 
send me ashore with the yawl. They'd t i e  the line and give me an ax. 
Andwh@nthey1drunmt of line, i f t h e y w m l t s t o p p l t d ,  they'dshmt 
t o  m e  to chop it. I ' d  chop the line, and they'd pull it aboard. I'd 
get in the boat and cane back out of the raft and get ready to run the 
line again. Whia was a very crude way 05 doing w, but . . . 
Q: And Ym'd be c d n g  dawn the Ohio and . . . 
A: W e l l ,  what  they would do is just turn that stuff loase, and it 
just float& out of the river like the B i g  Sandy. The farther you got 
down the B i g  Sandy, the bigger you started building your raft. You'd 
start out ard you'd come down by a creek, and there may be six strings 
of timber in that creek. Well, you'd tie off what ycu had and go back 
and pull those strings out and malce them into a raft and add it to 
what yw already had. And the farther d m  the r k  you got, the 
bigger the river was and the larger your raft of logs would hcane. 
It would just gradually build up in size. And I've seen men m h g  
out of the Big Sandy River--they were  just rtl~untaineers-and lots of 
th - - they had the dam up a t  Catlettsburg-and they just ran a line 
across the river and tied up the f h t  raft, and the next raft would 
came down. They'd put thein a l l  mether. And then when they get a l l  
the timber i n  there that that river d d  hold, they WDUld thraw that 
dam, cut the line, and it would a l l  come out of there, and rush out 
into the Ohio River. And ~tlen would $e in water up to their waists. 
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Winter, mmner, didn't make any difference. They'd usually set me in 
the rowboat, so I wouldn't get wet. And everybodEy else got wet, But 
those mountaineers would not ride a raft out of the Big Sandy River. 
mey absolutely refused to go out on the Ohio River, They w e r e  s m r d  
to death. 

Q: They were afraid of the big water? 

A: They were just afraid of the big river. That's all there was to 
it. 

Q: It seems odd. I imagine it was more dangerow c m a k ~  down the Big 
Sandy? 

A: Well, very def M W y .  

Q: It must have been a rough stream mnhg d m  the river. 

A: Now a lot of the time, they wouLd build a bmn a c m s  the river 
like the Big Sandy. In other words, they would just ?Ace f i fbzn or 
twenty logs and chain than together one to the other, single file 
fashion from end to end. And they'd just W p  cutting timber and 
rollimg the lqs in the river. They didn t care where they mt . 
Then they would all ccnne down to this big boom. And after they got 
all their timber cut and got all these lome logs--this was like a big 
bwrh of d r i f t  laying around. They were in all sorts of shape. 'Ihey 
would part this bwm and bring those logs out of there o m  and two at 
a the,  and start to build them into str- and then h t o  rafts. 
Then they would proceed on d m  the s-. 

Q: I guess it was just tm bad if a boom broke, right? 

A: Well, that did happen. Once in a while they'd get a little flash 
flood and the boom would break. They'd spend weeks, ~ c r m e t h s  imonths, 
going down the river trying to  find their logs. And their logs could 
be ti& up behind shanty boats or in the trees. If they faurl them 
tied up sawplace, they knew that saneone in that vicinity had caught 
them, they'd be a shanty boater, and they'd have to pay--as I recall, 
they paid fifty cents a log, for catching a lcg and t.aWq care of it. 
1% not real sure about that. 

And there was very definitely a lot of people that would catch those 
logs. And they'd take a brick or a rock arrd deface the brand Wch 
was in the Bnd of it. I remember one brand hpaY'1:icuLarwas two C r s ,  
Cole and Crane lXlmber Campany. I knm of one sawmil l  that built what  
they called a saw boat. They tmk a section of band saw and hmked it 
onto a little steam engine and it worked very similar l h  a one man 
crossat saw. And they'd float these logs d m  along side of this 
little saw bat  and throw a chain amund thm. a r d  they'd start this 
little engine urp and they would saw about six inches off the end of 
this log. They would then t a k  the butt of this 1- tYlat had the 
band an it, thrav it in the boiler, use it for fuel and destroy the 
evidence all at the same time. And I've ~ e e n  many, m y  logs 
dehorned, so to speak. 
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A: Oh, they were just mtaheers. I We them w i t h  lmives 
similar to what we would cal l  a hunt- knife today, mid in a 
little sheath on their belt. I -1 O m  khat was a real bad m. 
Everybody was geared to death of him, and I can rmm&r his pistol. 
H e  carried a 44 pistol. It looked like one of a ~ s e  old frontier 
pistols, w i t h  a great big hammer on it. And he was one of the fellows 
that I was referring to, who was afraid to caw out on the Ohio River. 
But he didn't fear any man. He was a rdL mu@ &am-. 

I imagine the c=ompanies squabb1ed a lot the timber 

A: W e l l ,  these was  some q m b b l h g .  The Cole and Crane f;zrmber 
Capmy s m y  or another tied up both the thbr and the mheral 
rights. They didn't mm any of the ground. They leased those rights. 
And after the Cole and Crane I m h r  Cmnpany sawed out all this kimber 
and w e d  it out, it was discwered tha k b  second on timber 
was not too good. They finally went out of the lmdxz business. 

Ard the end result w a s  that they sold aeir leases to mother izmpmy, 
which is today the W e s t  Virginia Coal and Cok Corporation. And that 
was the coal leases that West V i r g i n i a  Ooal W Coke had, they did not 
own any property. A l l  they did was  lease the mineral rights, or they 
bought those leases rather fm Cole and who had gone h 
primarily for the timber, and just a t  the same tine tied up the 
mineral rights for no good reason. And then the W e s t  Virginia W l  
and Coke Capmy bcrught those leases and stscrted the mining 
business to get the coal into the p w e r  plants, basically to 
Cincinnati, the C i n c i n n a t i  Gas and Electric campmy. 

Q: That would be after Crane went aut of business? 

That is right. 

Q: What year appmxFmately was that, w h a  they went out of business? 

A: Well, I'd say that Crane went out af business about 1926 or 1927. 
And Cole and Crmels lumber mills were m Eastern Avenue in the 
v ichiw of--well, they laid be- Ekmpaf h e  and Collins Avenue. 

Q: And there were a number of mills down hare, I understand that 
Cincinnati Marhe Ways had their crwn m i l l .  Is that right? 

Q: f didn't haw that. 

A: That's right. And the old Marine Way tracks, the old tinkers, are 
still in there. 

Q: They are? 



A: Oh, yes. They're very visible. fn fact, we find stuff in there 
that washes a t  on the bank every now and Ulen. For instance, just 
recently there was big crank off of a sidlewheel boat. It cmldntt 
have been a stemwheel boat, it w a s  entirely tm big, It is abaut 
fourteer! inches in diameter, just the crank pin. Them is a shaft and 
a flange on it. As near as we c m  tell the Zlange is go- t~ be 
about eicrht feet in diameter. We've tried to l i f t  it. and it.% tm 
heavy. Ge have a twenty ton derrick and we can't it up. But f 'rn 
getting a little bit away fm where I started on the river. 

Q: Y e s ,  you are. But t h i s  has been an amazing diversion, f w a d e r  
though, before you caw back, if you could possibly&& you m m m h r  
any mills at  Ironton? 

A: Yes, I do. I ramber  the Whistler and C i m e  Imhr  Company. 
That was just a little bit east of Clark's T i e  E l m t o r ,  I recall 
when Whistler and Circe Mill burnt, and my father went in and 
dismantled a l l  the madhery and carted it away to the smpyard. 
A f t e r  Clarkls ~ i e  Elevator was gone for many years--1 think &en f was 
about fifteen years old--- grandfather dame up with an idea haw we 
could make a lot of money one sumer. His idea was that we would pick 
up a11 me nails that had been in mese tie strips, that they had 
nailed these cross ties together when they were in wraps. They had 
aJ.ways piled those strips up and burnt them. Ard d m  in those 
ashes in this big pit where they burnt these tie strips for years and 
years were just tans and tons of these big square boat spikes. They 
were cut nails. I guess you would call them cut nails. They were 
made out of imn. They weren't steel. And I think that; smms~we got 
smiethiq like twmty-five tons of them out of that pit, and carted 
them off to the scrapyard. And at  the sane t h e ,  in the morning when 
it was cool, wevd get the nails out of there, at?d in the aftrsynoon 
when it got hat, I'd go out in the river and go d m  on a s p h  pole. 
W e  had a little boat there, and we'd feel m, & we'd feel a 
moss tie. There was sane of those ties that would not f l a t ,  And 
most of those rafts were made out m the 43ank on a flat place, and 
they'd get them a l l  rafted together out on the bank, then when the 
river would rise they'd float them in. So when they start& to tear 
the rafts apart, sane of those ties wouldn't float, they w a s  so green 
and water logged. And they would lose those sinkers, so to e. So 
we got 300 sinkers out of that hole, for which we got thjufty~f itre 
cents a piece far them. And I'd do that in the aflxmo~ri w k n  it was 
too hot to pick up nails, I'd go s w h n h g  arzd get out fcrur or five 
cross ties a day. 

Q: what year was that, do you recall? 

A: Well, I would say that w a s  in about 1927 or 1928. And fl recall 
that was a tie yard a t  that time. A gentleman by the mw of 
CUmAson ran a cross tie yard. And he b p t  all his cross ties 
standing on d. They were stacked up, so ta speak, arad they looked 
like an Indian teepee. It was just what they look& like. !they were 
big a t  the M t m  and small at the top, and he did that to air* 
them. And after he air-dried them so they would absorb creosote, then 
he would creos&e them. He had a big vat of measch t h a e  that they 



would put a l i d  on. Then they turned the steam pressure on it, and 
drwe that  creosote right in the tie. 

Then the n& mill below the Clark's Tie  Elevator was the Nye hm&r 
Colrrpany, And that was at the foot of Heckler Street. And that, I 
bdiwe, Woryged t o  B i l l  Nye. H e  had a couple of boys theit were in 
schoal just a couple of years older than I was. And I used to go wer 
them and mnkgr around the mill, They had an old f e l l m  there who 
was superintendent of the m i l l  and his nartlr; was Jack Welch. 

Q: A Welslrman, too, I bet? 

A: Well, f Wiwe he was.  A d  he had a fellow w i t h  k*im a13 the time 
as a helper, by the name of H-, Poke Hermer. X never knew his 
other name. And they both stuttered. I'm tell, you to hear those 
two guys in a mmersation, well, you could go out to lun& and ccrme 
back, and they still hadn' t got t o  the soume of w h a t  they were 
talking about. 

Golly, there gaes one of ny boats down the river. 

Q: W h i c h  one is that? 

A: You're sitting here working, and I I r n  having fun, and making money 
a t  the same time. 

Q: Yes, indeed. That's pretty good. 

A: You just can't beat mat, can you? 

Q: No, sir. 

A: Anyway, these t w o  fellows did all the maintenance work amuml this 
mill. Rnd they repaired chain dogs. They'd weld the back 
together, braken ones. Theytd take broken ones and make good ones out 
of them. Just mything t o  keep themselves busy. And they mintained 
a f i r e  watch amml the mill, so that they didn't have fires. See 
that the fire U s  were kept f i l led and all that sort of m, 
Just a ample of maintenance men. I was wa- than one day over in 
the blacksmith shop, and they were we1dh-g a rim tcgether for one of 
their  wagons that they carted 1- through the mill  on. They got it 
real hot and set it on the m i l ,  and old Jack Welch said, We . . . 
he . . . he . , . he . . . h i t  it, Poke, AM3 Poke said, We . . . we . . . we . . . where?I1 He said, ''Go . . . go . . . goddum, it's t m  
cold m! (Laughter) But they were a ccruple of &am&ers. 

End of Side One, Tape One 

A: Then 'there was another mil1 just Wow there called the F m  
Lumber Ccnrrpany. And I don't lolaw just exactly what skeet  that was in 
Ironton anymore. I lolow that it was very close to a c~mpany there 
call& the Ironton mtel Works. And the only thing that that corrrpany 





The Ironton Watenvarks was just Mow the Irontan Ymnbw Cmpmy, and 
they had in 1903 put a very fine water system h, which consis'ted of a 
24 inch cast-iron pipe in twelve f m t  l a q M s .  They had taken six 
lengths of that out on the bank, and hot leaded the joints, corM it 
very w e l l  with corking irons. They'd s w e l l  the lead after they poured 
it in there. Then they'd hammer it and cause it to expand in the 
joints. And then they would ro l l  it in Ule river with pieces of 
manila line under it, tied on t o  whiskey hmels. They float& that 
pipe in position in six joints at a t h e .  And they would cut the 
first two barrels, which would let the one end of the pipe go d m ,  
and the diver would insert the male end of the pipe he was trying to 
put in into the female end of the pipe he already had in. And he got 
that a l l  e n t d ,  then held cane back and cut loose a couple more 
barrels, and go back and feel it until held get it just like he wanted 
it. And then he would cold lead that with lead wml, 

And that pipeline crossed the river. There is a little concrete 
tunnel still visible just abwe the Ironton bridge on the Ohio side. 
And that pipelhe crossed the river. It went outmayb 150 feet f m  
the O h i o  shore, and then it had a big ball and s o z l ~ t  flexible joint 
in it. And then it angled over abaut maybe a 30 degree angle, over 
tcrwards the mouth of Bear Creek, which was aver a t  Russell, Kentucky. 
And that pipelhe then had another ball  and socket flexible joint, and 
it went straight up the Ken- side about maybe 150 feet & in the 
river fmm what is now the normal pml line. That pipeline went up 
then ta abbut what is Oak Street in Imnton, which is maw a fnile, up 
the Kentucky side. And they had sane six foot: cast i m n  pipe an its 
end in six fmt lengths. And they had sixteen welds made out of 
those. They dug the holes and inserted them. And they had sane big 
screens in the battan of them. In ~ t h e Y - w ~ r d s ,  it was more or. less a 
filter M. 

My grandfather w a s  me -or for the city when that thhg was 
installed. And they used it for a while, and then it got b the point 
where they w e r e  getting tao much iron in their water, Azld they 

, decided to build a new waterworks, whi& as a v q  small boy abcrtlt 
maybe six years old, I can ramhw the tramdous hale that they dug 
in the ground, h about 1920 I would say, Atld my grandfather: was the 
-or on Ule new waterworks w h m  they built that. 

So as the years ware on, for sane unloldwn -on, my father bought 
that  pipeline. The old waterworks was dismantled and 1 think he gave 
one hundred dollars for that pipeline. He didn't ha4 what he w a s  
going to do with it, had no idea that he'd ever be able to get it cut 
or anything, but he bought it. I guess he w e d  it maw ten t.a 
fifteen years at least. And a l l  of a sudden one day he decided that 
we  better get it out of there. And I dismantled that pipeline h 
1940, And we gat mre than enough money out of the lead in those 
joints in that pipeline t o  pay for the resnoval of the whole thing. 
And whesl we gat through, we had swen hm&d tans of the nicest a t  
iron that you ever seen in your l i f e ,  whim we sold *t=O the N e w p ~ r t  
Steel C a m p r y  war here during the war. 
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Then getting back to this boat called the Belfont--I don't knaw 
whether you ever heard about it or not--but the Bdfont is the h t  
that had a collision with .the City of c i n c h t i .  It wrecked one of 
her sidewheels and ScdLded the engi= to death on .the City of 
C i n c h m a t i .  

Q: No, 1 didnit b o w  that. 

A: We11, it happened below Carrollton a t  abaut Notch ]Lick Light, very 
close to the little creek that canes in called Indian Kartu* River. 
There's been a11 sorts of stories at3out 'Ule thing. 1 was on tbe 
Belfont, had been working as an o i k r ,  and nry dad was captzfb ob it. 
For some reasan or other, when we got to Cincinnati on this trip 
south--the b a t  was going t o  Memphis--the ccunpany decided that my dad 
should get off and go someplace else. He was gradually getting away 
fran riding the boats so mch, an3 herd go to various places and 
unload these bayges. They dropped them off all over the place. And 
held stay Were and see that these barges were unloaded properly, and 
that the ~t~ got what w a s  a m h g  to W ~ I  and so f o r b ,  He was 
kind of a mas* of transportation, so to speak for them. So when 
he'd get off the b a t ,  I'd get off the boat. We got off the boat in 
~inchmt i  and a pilot by the name of Ray I e  Mzghes got on the boat. 

They had an unusual situation on that boat, When the engineer would 
go back in the gear rcurn, which w a s  same sixty or s~~vanty f& fm up 
in the main wine rmn, always when he'd go back there to grease, 
held step to the pilothouse door and say, IiItrn going to the back end 
to greaseaft Rnd he did just exactly that. Ray Hughes had nwer Isen 
on the boat before. !they hadn t shown him tm mch a b u t  the b a t .  
He didni t lmow *her she handled with a clutch or whether the engine 
had to stop and then be reversed, or just exactly haw she did wrk, 
He'd never handled her any at all. So this eryghee~., his narrre was Zeb 
Drumno-. He w a s  a young fellow -t twenty yeare old. And U s  
father had cane out on the boat originally as &ief aqheer, H i s  
father's name was Clarence Drumrrmnds. Theywere just farmers, If 
there had been a l i t t le  d i r t  on the boat, I wmld have to see 
several rcrws of corn graving on the roof, because they were just 
fanners, N i c e  fellows, but as I say, a l l  they Inrewwas hclw a fix a 
plow, so to spak. So Zeb Drurclmorads did s@ to tbe pilothouse dlmr 
and say, "Itm going back in the gear ramn to grease,*' And Roy Hughes 
remarked, t t W d l ,  grease her up god.  It And he was go- dawn the 
river, nice and dark. 

So the reason that the engineer did that was that there was a jingle 
bell back in the gear roam and when you told the pilot that yau were 
golngbacktheret~grease~ i f y o u w e r e g o h g t o h a v e t o c h a q e t h e  
speed of the wine or stop her or anything, you'd d m  and 
jingle that hell back there in the gear rwm, g~vFng kim t h e  to get 
up to the engine rocrm before you'd ring the bells for what you wanted 
t o  do, There were no indicators, all bells. So he rang a h L 1  to 
stop her. Of coulrse, there was  no engineer in the engine The 
rnan didnit h o w .  He imagined that the engine dmqd speed or Wat he 
was backing, and he dmnged his rudders t o  baickFng position, to back 
away from the man, which natwally the boat was still coming ahead, 
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and steered her right into him. Well, he hew where the gong bd.1 
was, which was the last resort for all the p e r  that was on the b t .  
Just about that t h e ,  the engineer walked in the engine rocrm arad he 
hears the gong bell. Ard boy he really put it al l  on her, dnd they 
hit the City of Cincinnati a pretty good pop. That boat was steering 
right into her, just as hard as she could go. It wasn't done 
intentionally. It was just merely a matter: that nobody explained to 
Roy Hughes just how you operated the boat. It wasn't the e n g h x r 1 s  
fault. It wasn't really Roy Hughesi fault. ERzt the end result was 
that the taw knees w e r e  knmkd d m n  on the Belfont, and the barge she 
had in taJ run wer her head, upset her pilothuuse, bxnd hw? 
pilothouse baclnmds. And well, just -1: cut one wheel off the City 
of C i n c i n n a t i .  And as I said, broke the 3 1 ' ~ 1 s k  steam line and d d d  - 
the engineer to death. There's been a Lot of storia flying ammd 
about what happmed on that boat and that is the b e  story of exactly 
what -happened, 

Q: I1m glad to how that. 

A: Now there's also another rumor. f lve never gotten it direct from 
any of the people that was on the boat. Wzt I understand there was 
mite a poker game going on on the City of thcinnati when this 
accident happeslea. And the only person the pilothause was the cub 
pilot. What his m n ~  was I do not kmw. EUt that was the run\or that 

But I traipsed around after my dad, and one thing l d  on to another. 
?"ne first thing that I really got mixed up h was the djmmtlw of a 
blast furnace out in Lawrence County, back of Ironton. Ety dad was 
working for a company in 1924. Itwas t l i e R .  & J. S t a m  Cmpq. 
They were scrap iron maxhanh. A couple af very fine Bmaklyn 
Indians. I3ut they bmght him a brand new 1924 Maxwell tauring car, 
And the idea was to haul themback and forth to the job, It tinms 
same twenty-five miles out there. Mostly they hauled oxygen and 
acetylene in the back seat of that car, They made a truck a t  of it. 
It lasted about three months, and it was a wreck. (laughter) 

Wlt myway, that's the first place I ever drove a W e 1  T Ford. They 
had a -el T Ford truck. And I cats see those men way up on those 
wens, cutting the rivets out, dimantling this thing, and they had a 
piece of rope ti& an the back of this truck. And my job was to back 
this truck up and theytd tie onto a sheet. I'd go ahead a little bi t  
and get the weight of the sheet on the rap, A M  W y f d  turn it 
1-. ftd back up, arad let it dcrwn on the ground. I'd say that 1 
was maybe nine y m  old around that time, scpnething like that. 

I was working every day. We worked twelve hours a day. Wzt I: 
wouldn't go to school, so my dad was trying to mdce me go to schml. 
He was go- to make me sick of working. 

That furnace, after it was all dismantled, was m w e d  inta fronton, 
Ohio and added to a mall furnace that they alld Sarah furnace. 
They wen md the oar bins in, and all the carriages, and some of 



the cranes, and just all sorts of parts fnm this ald funzaca They 
practically built a new fumace out of a l l  this old junk, W d  that 
furnace made a lot of pig iron tha t  was shipped on this 
Belfont Wanzportation Capmy.  And they built the cranes out on the 
river bank to load it into the mes. They suddenly discwered that 
they needed smne ice piers to tie their barges behirad, It wduld make 
it a lot -is, to hold their barges off af the bank. So they had 
then quite a nail mill there called the Kelly Nail Mill in fmnton. 
And I recall those big grinastones that they used ta grind their dies 
on. Sane of the stone were two and a half feet across the face, and 
maybe nine to ten feet in diameter. And they had grooves and raised 
places on these stones. The stones were  kepi; dressed to fit certain 
diameters on dies, where they would draw the w i r e  down to various 
sizes .  Instead of having a cclmplete madhe shop, a fellow FsouLd just 
take these dies and go in there and take the two halves a m  and hold 
it on the grindstone and sharpen it up agah. Put the two halves 
together and go on back. They had an old left-handed monkey men& 
and a ball pen hammes and a pair of pliers, and a coal chisel. Ard 
that's a11 the tools they had to run a wire nail mill w i t h ,  

EUt they dismantled this mill, and they decided *that we should &rill 
sane hales in those big grindstones, and kmt those stones up, put 
them on a truck in p i e a s  that one man could lift. And we'd truck 
them dam to the river, put them on a little barge, we built  a 
crib out of sk-by-eights, scrnaethhg like a cross Us, d y  abrxt 
twenty feet long, We piled them one on top of moth@, about like 
Lincoln Lags that Mds play with t a y .  Just sort of a cribbing. And 
we put a one inch floor in the battam of that thing. We'd build it 
about f a x  or five feet deep and we'd put a few mcks in it. That 
would pull it dam in the water a littlemore. And weldbuild up sans 
more timber on it till we'd finally get it setting on the h t t c rm .  
Then once we got it on the bottm, we just bailed that whole thing all 
full of rocks. It couldn't go anyplace. It wasn't going im mate. 
Every so oftm they'd stick a rod through there, and put: a big ring on 
the end of it to tie ropes h t o .  And that went all the way through 
the pier and through a timber on the other side with a big nut and a 
washer on it. That's haw you fastened on to it, We built that pier 
that way, My grandfather had built many of them like that, I found 
out later on. One of the things that was built like that W% this 
Coney Island dike up here. 

Q: Is Wt so? 

A: Yes, he worked for a contractor by the name of John Shipwin. And 
that's where iq' name of John comes fm, John Shipan. He named my 
uncle John after John ~hipmn, called him John S h i m  Beatty. And 
that's where my narne of John canes fm. He built the Coney Island 
dike, or I say he built it, he work& for Jdm shipwin, who was the 
p r h  mntracbr on the job, in 1898, And according Lo my 
grandfather, he installed the first set of spuds on a derrick: boat 
around 1899 or 1900. To his knowledge, it was the first time there 
had ever been such a thhq as a spud put on a derridc boat. And that 
w a s  John Shipan's idea. My grandfather was a ship cmpmter, From 
Coney Island dike up here, they went  to mwa, West Virginia and 
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built a dike up there at Twelvepole, whi& is just m e  Emova. And 
where they w m t  frcnn there I don' t know, it's beesl so long since he 
told me these things. He died in  1936. And he was 87 years old when 
he died. Qui te  a spry old fel lm.  

Ihring lapse of t irne fmm about 1926 and 1929, this Indiana 
Belfont mdllgpgrtation Cmpny got interest& in barging material for 
other peaple. And they started to boating cement for the Alpha 
Porklaad C a n a t  C m p r ~ y  and the ~ u p r i o r  Cement cmpny,  which were 
both local cOrrtpanies w i t h i n  a thirty or forty mile radius of Imntm 
there. T h y  stumbled onto one real good jab, which was a state 
h i m y ,  Number 7, that ran fram Par-, west Vi rg in ia  in- a 
l i t t l e  town &led Fly, Ohio. 

Q: I have been through Fly. 

A: W e l l ,  that's quite a town. If you've been up Route 7, all the 
concrete highway-all of that canart--- barged in there. It was my 
father's responsibility t o  see that it mived on the, to see that it 
was unloaded. He'd just pull into an old muddy river bank and se t  up 
a l i t t l e  old belt conveyor, and up the hill comes the cement:. You'd 
build a tar pper shack to store it in, we'd use two or three 
barge loads a week. Well, still wanting to be d wiUl my dad all 
the t he ,  I wouldn't stay on the boatin the smmnertb. So I got a 
job as water boy for a dollar and a quarter a day, Ar'ld saw place 
along the l h ,  1 don't h a w  how it ha-, but my father heard of 
some real good red whiskey that - Emm up around Monongdxda, 
Peslnsylvama. They were getting that cement, part of it, frmn up in 
there, so he just tald smne of the boys on the boat to bring h h  down 
five or six gallons. So they'd buy it arad hang it on a piece of wire  
on the ladder clown in one of the barges in the &, and tell him 
Mch barge it was in, a d  he owe3 them so much money, Well, 
scrrnetk it was good red whiskey and smetfmes it was just ~lloomhine, 
but he'd fix that real easy. 

Q: Tkzis was during Prohibition then? 

A: Oh, very definitely. Prohibition wasn't ended until about 1933. 
But I've seen him just take a piece of red oak and a plane, and make 
himself a few shavings. And put than in a pie pan in khe overr until 
mey char almost to the point of taking fire in the men, and just put 
it in the gallon jug. It makes the prettiest red whiskey you ever 
saw. 

A: Oh, yes, you can't tell the difference. But anyway, there was a 
bunch of--I don't knaw d t  they were,  Italians or what they ---but 
they were  a l l  foreigners. They came frm up around F a i m t ,  West 
V i r g i n i a .  And being a good water boy, I had to carry a few short 
half-pints which we called l i t t l e  boys. And we gat a dallar and a 
half for a shart half-pint. I think he paid six dollars a galla for 
this lightning, so to speak. SO we made pretty good mey. Of 
course, I had the chaser with m, because I was the water boy. That 
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got to be such a thriving business that delivery by towbat wasn't toa 
good, so we found another source of supply. f had a little mbrbat 
the second year we were on this job. And 1'11 never forget, there was 
a detaur on this road. 

End of Side TWO, Tape One 

A: . . . this moonshine or g d  red whiskey, that we were picking up, 
as I say, was in these ice cream packers. And weld bring about forty 
gallons at a time, LO gallons in each padcar. Thm we'd have QW 
motorboat tied dawn on the lock wall. we'd pull up on the inside of 
the lock wall, and go up and get our packas, and put them in the 
boat. And then we'd go back up to the store and get khesz short 
half-pint Mtles. I guess they were about six outlces. We'd get 
enough Of those bottles to bottle the forty gallons. And I nmember 
theyylad screw tops on them. Theywere metal lids and screw tops, and 
we would bring that d m  the river. 

I'd usually take this fellow that was bottlirrg the stuff arrd selling 
it. I'd take his boy--he was about a year younger than myself. His 
name was Dale Beaver. And I 've lost track af him, but f have a 
sneaking idea that he's a pilot. There's a Dale Beaver up in that 
part of the -try that works for one of the sand -ies up there. 
And I hear him on the radio every now and then. 1 have a sneakirrg 
idea that that's the same boy, because a11 the Beavers were river 
people. They had towbats and barges and f m q h a t s ,  and they were 
always mixed up in the river business of saw khd.  I know we used to 
come down w i t h  this motorboat. 

And this H m m d  Beaver lived right in fmnt of Grape Island, And 
t h a t l s r i g h t d x x r e w e w e r e u n l o a d i n g t h e ~ t .  Aswemmeammd 
the head of Gsape Island, if there were many strange cars--tMs house 
w a s  kind of up on the side of the hill--and if there were any strange 
cars around there, we wouldn't land. We'd go d m  around the foot of 
the island and came up on the other side and get rid of cur ice cream 
packers and our bottles and so forth, just set them over on the 
island, sane place where they couldn't be seen. We'd be careful we 
didn't leave any tracks. Then we'd cme over and we'd go on up around 
the island, just as if we were out Mat riding. We'd cmne dawn to ~e 
house then and tie up. 

And this one the ,  we noticed three very strange m. We had never 
seen than before. And since there wasn't any travel oh the road--it 
wasn't open to traffic--the only cars that: would bs on that road would 
be men that were working on the job or people that lived in that 
vicinity. So we knew every car. so there was three strange cars 
there. We got rid of this load and r d e  up around the island and cane 
back. 

Of course, we had been posted real well, don't open your mouth, don't 
tell nobody nothing. We no sooner landed that boat than there was 
half a dozen men all over that h t ,  just hmediately, wanted to know 
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where weld been, what we'd been doing, wZ-sen we left, and what we went  
around behind the island for, and everythhg, So we f irially explained 
to them we were just boat riding. We W e  up to Beaver ?bwn, and we 
came d m  and decided to go around the island be for^ we tied up* And 
that was it. 

Well, nwthing would have it, but that they had to go E m  a boat ride 
wityl us. They wanted to see w h a t  we did ammd that island, They 
found a clouple of little willow leaves laykg on the deck, which more 
or less told them that we had been next to We willows shortly before 
that, because Ehe leaves weren't wilted and so forth. They were 
pretty sharp cfharacrters. 

So we went around that island and they want& to pull in one place. 
And we said, "We can't pull in there, there isn't my water there, 
There isn't ary water there, we'll get agraurrd.u They said, lW~ll, 
we'll pull in there anyway." mt we didnit care, that wasn't the 
p l a ~  anyway. We just sharp enough ta thraw them off, They 
said, 'Well, that looks like thwe's been a M t  in there saw the  or 
another, so let's go in We said, Wh, we might go agmmd if 
we go h there,It So they pulled in and tfmped all around. They 
couldn't find anything. Where we'd duped our load tvas way ug an the 
middle of the island. And we had gotten out of We boat and waded 
ashore w i t h  the darn thing. I guess those willow leaves were hung an 
our clothes or ~~ and had fallen off on the deck. But they 
didn't find Ule whiskey. And the only thing they found was one 
gallon, whim they kept. They had two buckets in this well, And they 
kept a gallon of whiskey in this one bucket all the the, Good, cold 
whiskey. What you did was just go out and get ymrself a gad cold 
drink of whiskey any time you wanted it. 

Wzt %t1s the only thing that they caught him with was one gallon. 
He said he had it for his own use, and he got away w i t h  it. So we 
eventually got to keeping smne of a this whiSkey dam on * demick 
boat a m  that, And we only usedl this derrick boat a b u t  a couple of 
tFmes a month. Whi& meant that we didn't build a f h  in it, So all 
we'd do is just: opesl the door on the boiler and just lay all these 
pink of whiskey in there. And we had a lat of fresh m i n g ,  arad we 
had a fire all set. All you had to do was light it. Arrybody looked 
in that boiler, it laokedl like the fire was m y  to go. But under 
that kiradlJLzlg was more half-pint bcrttles of whiskey than you COULd 
ever shake a stick at. 

But we eventually finished that job at that p r t i c u L a r  location and 
mov& on up the river. And the next year the wZ101e job was finished. 
I got a job up there taking rn of the m e y o r s .  It nms up to me to 
hep gasoline irs the @qines and keep the COmeyorS greased and so 
forth, which w a s  kind of a dull job as far as 1 was conmed, And I 
talked to the bss and I told him along srry Lmch hdur 3: cauld grease 
them. Ard I could cane in a half hour early in the morzliylg and gas 
them up. And have a couple of extra cans araund thw, ami I W d  
run mt arid gas them up h between times. So how about giving= a 
laborer's job, as well? I didboth jobs. Hewas alreadypayingme 
Seventy-five cerrts an hour to grease these COrrvqo~s. But Ule 
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laborerls got --five cents an how. So I did pretty well. I was 
holding dawn two jobs. I was just a kid, and all the rnen arrxlnd there 
l i k d m e p r e t t y w e l l .  I ~ d b e e n ~ h g w h i s k e y a n d & ~ w a t e r t o  
them for a l m g  time and h e w  them d l  d well. So they kind of 
helped me thmqh. I wasn't man e s l ~ u ~  ta carry cement a l l  day long. 
BUt I khd of coined mney. And I got to the pint where I got to be 
W of a fancy dude on ny dress and so forth. I had m%hloney than 
an-. W e  worked a b u t  eighteen hours way day in the 
wha those jabs were going on. 

Then we, as I say, we fkished those road buildhg jobs and h early 
1929, I'd say sanetime around July, thhgs just kind of folded up. 
md due to this accident of the Belfont hi t thg the C i t y  of 
~incinnati, the capany was j u s t m t a  go bmke. The mdiana 
~lcmring Carpany folded up. They dropped out of M e  w, and thm 
they evm changed whistles on t h i s  Belfont. And mted her name out, 
They did waything to  keep the U.S. MarsMl frmn cat&hg her. He 
was trying to put a sticker on her. and t ie  her up for damges -to the 
City of Cincinnati. 

So there was sane old steelwork--they had started b build a bridge 
a t  Iranton w i t h o u t  a permit fmn the U.S. Engineers. The ~~ 
kept telling them to stop. They paid no attention to them. They 
didn't get my permit at all. They got the piers built. And they 
wen started up w i t h  sane of the steel mrk. They &art& bUt ih this 
channel spmaYldtheyput smne fdlsewarkup andputthe first beams 
on there. And they were going to build both ways fm .this one pier, 
build a cantilever span, Just hang a piece of steel on one side ad 
then a piece an the ather side and balance it all the way amass the 
river. Well, just about the t i m e  they go m their way right good, the 
U. S. Erqineers cam along w i t h  a ~ r e w  of men and sme cutting tord~es. 
They just: stopped in there and bumt the whale thing dm, and threw 
it in the river. Just ta prwe to them that they m t  bushass. 

Q: Flhat year was that? 

A: Wdl, I don't knmwhat year it was that they did a t .  Wzt: I do 
know that we went back up to this bridge pier on a Sunday, dad had 
mted a derrick boat fm the Indiana mfont: 21:ansporMAm conpry, 
They no longer had a job for him. He was a t  of a j0b. So he knew 
about a l i t t le  scrap i m n  and junk laying zimmd here and Zhere, and 
he had m g h t  this pipeline that f referred to a while back. And he 
decided that s h  his little boy was a pretty god 6wirnrrber, that. he 
might as well make a diver out of hirn. A d  weld go up anrl get this 
scrap iron out of the river. 

I ~ w e s ~ O U t m a S u n d a y m r ~ m ~ f o r ~ r e a S a n o r  
mother about five o clock. We had this little motorbat. Arad we 
w e r e  towhy an empty barge on this derrick boat. We got up under the 
Ironton br~dge. There was a piece of w w 3  bl& r o l l r v d  up f m  under 
the derrick boat and got in the wheel of that motorbat, atld stalled 
the engine. And I can semember just as plain as if it was yesterday, 
going in swimming at sewn o'clock in the mmbg, going mder that 
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m0t:otboat and digging that block of wood out of that wheel, We went 
on up the river. 

My dad looked over a t  W s e l l ,  Kesltucky-and the city of Russell us& 
t o  get their water out of the river--& there was an old steam pump 
dam there on an incline. l l W d l , t i  he said, "1 guess we might. as w e l l  
get that pump while wetre a t  it, 1'11 go mar here and find but vho 
i t b e l ~ n g s t o . ~ ~  Sowelandedoverthereniexttothepumpandhewent 
up on the h i l l ,  There was a little house up there that used t o  be the 
330iler house, there were people Livhq in it. He said, lWell, who 
awns that pump down there?" And they said, lWell, the city gave it t o  
the preacher, He said, tWell, where can 1 f hi the preacher?t9 They 
said, ItHe1s in the church d m  there, just a few doors dcwn. You'll 
have t o  h q  i f  you want tu talk to h m  h u s e  ch- is a b u t  ready 
to starkrt  So he went d m  t o  the &urch, got a hold of the preacher, 
made a deal with him on a Sunday morning, and bought that pmp right 
there and paid h h  in cash. I think he gave him $10 for it, as near 
as I can remember. And he cmne back trotkhy up the stmet, and he 
said, Way, put a line on here and haul, her aboard. She M o q s  to 
us." So we ran a line out there and pulled her akeml this derrick. 
I guess fie old pump maybe weighed a ton and a half or smething like 
that. 

But we mt on up to this bridge, which was mybe two m;lles an up 
b e  there. %hose piers were right in front of Armco S W i s  big 
plant there a t  Ashland, the rolling mill. On the Ohio side, I *lime 
the Imnton iron blast furnace was right them. The Division 
of the Allied Q1emh.l and Cmrrpany has a big plant in there hm, 
And those steel beams and so forth were aL1 laying in there h all 
sorts of shapes. So I started out, got 9n thewater andwould put 
w i r e  slings around then. Sane of than the water was only up to xy 
shoulders. suddaly sme of the stuff was a little too deep for me. 
I just COIJMII '~ do it. 

Sa where in the world my dad came up w i t h  a autamobile tire pump I 
don't 3acrw and a l i t t l e  piece of hose. He gave m e  a five gallon paint: 
bucket and he tuned that upside d m  and w i r e d  this small hose up h 
the thing. and he t ied a mt big shacWe, mst weigh Wt fifteen 
or bm-itypunds, on to the bale of the bucket, I a n  rem&hr having 
that bucket over my head and this M e  UlZder it, and that big old 
shackle on t h e .  He's up on deck with an autcmbile tire pmp, 
pumping air, and I'm breathing the air that's in the bucket upside 
d m .  Anl we gat a l l  that steel. I guess we got fifty or sixty toas 
of steel out of there. That was my f i r s t  taste of divmg. I've been 
around d i v m  at various t i m e s ,  and had held mir lhes and got to 
talk to them on the telephone, and I 'chbtxqht that was wonderful, 

Q: I just want t o  pause here to identify that backgrand noise, which 
is a taw going down. 

A: Yes, that I Hiwe is &--I thought for a minute it was the w, but I don't Mieve it is, I don't recognize thdse quad 
llghts. It sounds like the old Lin Smith which is n m  the C h c h n a t i .  
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it. So about the t h e  we eme to C h i n n a t i ,  f: decided that I was 
going t o  be an electrical engineer. I'd seen a l o t  of hard work and 
had done a lot of it, and it just didn't make sense to go an and do 
it, because I just tmk one look at my dad, 

He had worked l & e  the d d l  all h k  l i fe ,  arrd all he wmmd up w i t h  
was debts. There were a l o t  of times we didn't have mu& to eat. 
And the fellow says after working like he did-I mean he'd get right 
in the water and roll these logs and find the end of the log sticking 
up out, and the other md &---and he'd get right Fn the river and 
roll it out of there just by brute farce. The fellow worked hard. He 
tried hard, but it seemed like every t i m e  he got to the pint where he 
just had it made, srrmething happened. He w a s  a very thrifty 
Wvidual, 1 think one of the things that was against h im was held 
see a chslnce to make sane money by doing a certain job. As soan as 
held get that job, held go out and w a s  all the s m a m ,  and pick 
up a11 the old junk, and make the tools to do that job with. But by 
the t ime  he got those tmls made, he no 1- bad use for the tools. 
The job was gem. And if he got a breakdm on sanething lmemade, 
he'd put a bunch of gears together and build himself a hoisting engine 
or just mything. wlt i f  it broke dcrwn, he muIdnt't: replace that 
part. It wasn't a stock i t a n .  And that's &e way he lived. Take 
nothing in your two hands andmake same* out of i t ,  Andhe is 
still that way, 

That's one of the things that he and I discuss. We ne~tw argue, he 
says, 'Why, jiminy,, dawn in the scrapyard there's a hoist engine dawn 
there that will just do that job. What do you want to buy a slew 
engine for?'' I say, I1Dad, a hundr& years ago that was a l l  right. 
But today, you bury samething that you can r e p l a a ~ ~ ~  

And that's the way we have to do it today. He desn't understand 
that, He'll sit down scrmeday and he'll W, for htance, a deck 
chair off of his pleasure boat. And he'll go dawn and heill spend as 
m& mnq ori tacks and canvas, and varnish the WOOChiJbrk all up on 
t h a t c h a k m d ~ i t l o o k l i k e a n e w o n e .  BLzthebasmremoney 
invested i r ' ~  the thing than he could go buy one factory made, He could 
rutl d m  here to *t3-se yachting store and one in five xdmtes, And 
maybe he'll wmk two days on it. But he saves money. He d m @ t  
mt his t h  w a r n  anything. Well, that day is gane, It's 
definitely gone. Therets a man to me, I W d  say anybody that can 
hire that man--yau take attorneys and d i f f m k  profssioml men and 
so forth, theylre quite proud of the fact that they're woltth thirty 
dollars an hour I've seen that man just si"t:dawn and work fifteen or 
twenty hours m sanething that he could buy for five d o l l a ~ ,  He has 
the patience of Jab and he'll just work and work and work. And it8$ 
his t r ahhg .  My grandfather w a s  the same way. And I understand that 
my gmndfatherts father was the same way. But hei s a wonderful guy. 
He's a peach. 

Q: Well, cane back on the river now, 



other. That just suited me fine, hemuse all I wanted ta get was the 
basic fundamentals. And then the rest of it I wuld get out of a 
b k .  I duplicated sane of the books that they had, whi& I dmlt 
know whether that was sm.rt or not, I probably should have gotten s a ~  
different views an the thing, but all of a ELXW?XI one day f decided I 
w a s g o i n g t o ~ t s c h o o l .  Iknewalltheanswers. X thir;kbythmI 
was about sixtzen. 

I mm h m  one day and Dad said, "1 understand youlve qpit school.11 
And I said, MYrah,  thatls right,Iv He said, l W e l l ,  y m l r e  going to 
have ta work." I said, IWel1,  I'm looking,s lWel l , l l  he said, llyaulre 
not looking very hard.It He said, tlI1ll M l  you what, When you find 
a job, you can start eating around here again.11 I famd one pretty 
doggone fast. He announced that a t  breakfast one morning and by noon 
that day I had myself a job. It tmatt m& of a job, arad it Wasnit 
what f felt  that I was trained for. I gat a job down at Eighth and 
Main  Street, a t  Schnittger s Drug Stare. 1 was playing nursemid t o  a 
mop. I got nine dollars a week. I was jerking sodas, running 

serving lunches, and mopping floors. N i n e  buck a week, I 
b p t  that job for a gmd while. N i n e  dollars a we& was pmtw dam 
good In the depression, especially for a sixteen year old kid whows 
l u d q  to have a job. 

Well, the G r e m e  Line boat and the Mxy Ann were go* to have a 
race. It was go- t o  be on Saturday afternoon. I went b W. 
Schnittger, and I said, !!Going to  be a steamboat race today, and f 
just got t o  see it.t1 t t W e l l , l v  she said, Ityou can it a31 right, i f  
itus after five olclock. 1'11 let you off a half hour e ~ l y . ~ ~  I 
usually worked till 5:30, six days a week, h e  bucks. And I said, 
IWelL, M r s .  Schnittger, I just got t o  be off a t  nmn. I1lL stay here 
and sesve lunches. That steanhat race is going to be a h i t  1:30. 
AndImnrundownto the r ive r fmthe re ,  b u t l g a t t o s e e t h a t  
race, Well, she =id, "it s either stay here and take care of your 
job or yau won't have one,I1 and I a i d ,  lWWell, mybe you don'ts 
U f k d e r s W ,  but the steambat is more ~ r t m t  to me than 2211 the 
drugstores In the world. I just gut to see those stembats mce. 
That's all there is t o  it.'! l W e l l , l l  she said, llyau d m l t  heed to col~tle 
back So that was the end of my jerking. 

Well, I fooled around and fooled around, d finally my dad said, 
flLmkl when are you going to get yourself a job?" Nbw he was all h 
favor of my gair*lg to see that steamboat race, I q l a M  to him that 
I was go* to lose my job. And he thought that IWs, S M t t g e r  was 
very namm-mhded that she'd make a boy that lwd the river' stand up 
there and jerk rsodas and scrub floors when there was a s t e a W ~ t  race 
go- on. Couldnlt let him off just a half a day. So he was a l l  for 
m e  blawhg that job, to see the steamboat ram. He9s am add 
dmrackr,  but that  w a s  one pint that he got across. That race was 
impartatlt. Nm you get out here and see it, Anyway, 1 went d m  t o  
hisn one day, and I said, I1Pap, I just mlt find a job.Ii Well ," he 
said, "1911 short a couple of men W y .  Get down there in that barge 
of nails and barbed wire . I1  He  said, "1 Ulink a couple of days of 
t h a t l l l  do you gadd. Maybe youtll  lmk a litkle hmkr.l i  W e l l ,  I 
guess f did a pretty good job. I was d m  there w i t h  him faxken 
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years, in the nails and the barbsd w i r e  and the sulphur arad me pig 
iron. We used t o  get d m  there--twelve men would unload five hundred 
tons of sulphur. Weld shovel it with n m b r  six scoop -1s into 
bigbucketS&thecrmewauldthenW~Mtsqanddsntrp- them 
in a rail-d car. 

E3-d of Side One, Tape Two 

A: Ttelve hten as I say would shwel that, And we'd unlbad five 
hundred tons in ten hours w i t h  scoop shwels. Then we started getthq 
a lot of pig h n  in there and there would be s;ixteen of us h a barge 
on pig iron. Every five hours we'd unload seven h- tons, and 
handla every pig by hand, stack it in these skiffs aml the crane would 
take it up sixteen tons at a time and it in a railroad car. 

H f gat to playing around with the crane, the operator there, he'd 
shcw me haw things worked, and so forth. I'd roll the meyr 
for himsohe wdgrease it. thing ~ a n o ~ ,  =ly 
gat so I could hahdZe a crane. me Saturday at noon, the fellm went 
hmne to lunch, said held be right back. Atld nothing h a w  to him, 
only he just nww did came back. And thatts, oh, I guess Wty 
years ago that that ha-. 

So my dad said, IvDo you think you can run that crane wi-t tearhq 
it up?'! After dl, it was a hundred dollar m&ine, and I 
was just a boy. So I said, { W e l l ,  I thWr I So for the next 
five years f sat up in that crane. Seems like X graduated -1 Wc5r 
£ram thirty-five cents an hour, I got a stady jab thi r ty  dollars a 
week, I was kirag, 

Then they gradually got into the river bushess with dt.-Yriclr h t s  and 
h q e s  and so forth. They put me out as the apmtm of that  stuff. 
M y d a d d I f i L t a ~ t ~ s t a r t e d W ~ b ~ g a m e a n o u r  
own. And I W of got to a stopping place. 1 just COUI,dnlt advance 
any farther. f had a gmd job. I was md&g what I thought was 
pretty gml 'money. And I was practically rry awn b s .  But there was 
smethhg I didn't h o w ,  w h i c h  was how the people do business uptown. 
I p ~ l y a t ~ t t h c r w n e d o n e w h i t e ~ ~ m y ~ a n d a ~ l e  
of neckties. T h e  rest of the time I w a s  in a sport shirt ormrk 
clothes. 

So I annmced that I was going t o  go look for another job and that 
Itd l h  for them to get sarraeone to take my place. They said, "Well, 
we're not going to replace you. If you leave here, wetre just going 
to quit all, this outside activity, and so wetre just slot going to 
replace you. Anyway, we dontt think you're going to leavedti Well, 
l w  and behold, I came up w i t h  a job. And it was a pretty good job. 
I was getting forty-four dollars a week orr the job that I had M. 
starting salary with a very 1- v e  a m t  was $5,000 a year. 
So I took the job as a marine w q o r  for N e a m  G W  and Cmpmy, 
who are marine undwwriters here on the rivers. 
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I didnl't: have the slightest idea what  a marine surveyor was w s e d  
to do. And I went into the office on my first day ar&2 said, l W e l l ,  
here I am. what do I do now?11 One whole wall in their office was 
nothing hut file cabinets, And -they said, those f i les  ;Is a record 
af every loss that has wer gone thmqh this office. ln addition t o  
that, there isarecordof evesyboatthatmyma~lwhohaswerworked 
for us has evw turned in. In other words, whether we had it jllfllred 
or not, there is a mrd of that boat.I1 There were values set upon 
that boat, Because smWay one of the basts that. Neare G i b b s  may have 
immdmyhitaboat, a n d t h e y ~ d w m t ~ h i a w a l l ~ t h e r a n d  
what she was worth before she was hit. -use after the aciddent, 
boats becxrme quite valuable. 

Q: What do you mean? 

A: They gel: &al valuable then. So I start& in the f i r s t  day. f 
thought, well, gee, I'll just start in at A and go right on thmqh. 
W e l l ,  I got -to read- and reading, and finally I g& ti-, and I 
decided at a b u t  3: 00 I 'd  had about enough. So f went hta the k s  
and said, "1 Mieve 1'11 go haw early today. I've been read* too 
mcb.. I'm getting a headache, and so forth.I1 He "That's all 
right. " 

1 l m o w w h i 1 e 1 w a s w i t h ~ @ a r e ~ i b b s ,  a k m t t w o ~ a h a l f y e a r s ,  f 
canpiled sane records. Anything that I l m ~  at, I'd build ug a f i l e  
for myself--the office had three other mrveyors--an extra file for 
the office and then a spare. I made six capis  of eveqthhg. And I 
did that on aratrnd 7,700 vessels h the two and a M E  y e a s .  Z"natrs 
barges, counthg a barqe as a vessel. Therewas 7,700 sheets inmy 
file, and I started bu1ldh-q an hterlcckhg file. In ather w0rdlsI 
any b a t  that 3 looked at, the P i t b b m j h  got a mpy of it and 
held put it in his f i le .  If he ran a m s  it t:mke a a e y  an it, 
if he ha-& ta get on the boat, all he cttd was lmk in hi& file, 
well, gee, she was only looked at three months ago, no use for me to 
lmk a t  it, Or i f  held get on there and look inhis files, and see if 
it hadnlt been Lool ted at for two years. Ild bet* catch her a l e  
I'm here. It made a beautiful systm. And they were all little pink 
tissue sheets that didn't take up too m& ram. In other words, the 
whole file was only a b u t  this long. They were about thee innd a half 
by five pink tissue sheets, Just m alphabeticill file, A bsut i fu l  
little system. And they used it eensively,  

But if you could ever get into those files, a t  N e a r e  GibbsI therels 
only one man that could l e t  you in there, And that's Hamy Mack. f 
how that they're pretty mgey about it. DncR in a while, satething 
will rrme up a b u t  bout b a t  or sawthing, and Ill1 call ard say, w i l l  
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you look up boat so and so for me, and W l  me 6 ~ l m e t h h q  about her. 
They are very m f u l  to fjnd out why I want to h w ~ .  !they just don't 
put out the information. Whether same day that could all &--the real 
old stuff weeded out of those files, be taken over and put in the 
public library Or not, I don't know, It should be because f h z r w  of 
one ehingd-and I have a copy of it, I copied it--that's in there was a 
list canpiled by Captain B i l l y  Lepper of loss that was sustained 
during the 1917 and 1918 i~ to every boat that &y had inswed. 
Every loss and the amount of it was all cconpiled in two &eets about 
SO low, and t b  amcnvrt of d=geS* f have a t  copy at 1C t ~ k  
the liberty of cqying that, b ~ ~ u s r ;  I thaqht, boy, is 
wn&hhq that is reaLly rare. Billy Leppr Mas a very f h  
gentlemn. I h g b e  you've read same of &e little stories that his 
wife keeps putting in the Waterways Journal. 

But getting mck to the river again, 1 m t  w i t h  Nease G i b b s  and I 

So aver a period of nine years, 6f than w i t h  C i n c i n n a t i  Sheet 
MQW, part Of them w i t h  Neare G i b b s ,  park of them in business for 
myself, I raised 103 pieces of floating eqniponent. Well, that doesn' t 
sound like very many, but it's pretw m y .  &mngst that: were four 
derrick ba t s ;  d l ,  one steambat in particular was the G e n e 1  
Ashbum. 
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Q: What about sraishg that? 

A: W e l l ,  that was quite a job. Basically, 1 walked in the office one 
morning, the day before Christmas. W e  were getting ready to hme the 
office &istsMs party, and all they lacked around that office was 
having a few crepes hanging around on the door. 1: .thought the world 
had caw t o  an M. I started asking questions and they were talking 
about a ~ O U S  loss that they'd had the night befom, a total 
loss. And I said, wlWell, what was it?!' And they said, "Oh, the 
General Ashbum. And I said, 'Well, where did she sink?" IWel1,  she 
sunk up on the Kana* River.I1 I just practimlly had to pry that 
information out of them. I don' t b o w  why. Any other time they W d  
have thrum a lass like that in my lap and said, Ware, look into this 
and gm3hye.l' Wlt in this particular one, it was kind of quiet. I 
couldn't u n d e  it. 

And I said, ' W e l l ,  who looked at it?'' They said, ' W e l l ,  the mers 
lookd a t  it. I said, ' W e l l ,  haw much you got on it?" And he said, 
w$175,060.11 I said, I1You rrmn the mars say it's a t&d loss? Azld 
you're just going to pay it? You're not going to have a 1ook?li H 
he said, I1No, the owner says it s a total loss. The only thhg 
sticking out is the smokestack and the pilathouse. It And I said, 
lWell, I believe i f  that  was my money, I i d  have a look a t  1east.lt And 
the fellow I was talking to, he said, i W d l ,  all right. Y o u ' r e  so 
smart, go have a look a t  it." He said, There's a t d n  gaes aut of 
Newport at 12:30. Youtve got twenty mimZb  to get on it." And I 
said, ' W a i t  a minute. This is the day before Christmas. I don't 
believe f 'rn go- t o  work on Christmas Day, ad besides that I dont t 
how h w  f Im going to get up there and get back in time for Christmas, 
1'11 leave the day a m  Chsistms, A few minutes ago you were ready 
to pay off without  even looking, armd naw X have to get there wick. It 
So I said, T111 go the day after C"nristmas.'I Well, I m t  up and I 
lmked at the baat. Law and behold, she was sunk, Her pilathouse and 
part of her texas were  sticking out and two ~ i ~ t s  were sticking 
out. You could just barely see part of her stembaadm Her wheel was 
completely miherged. And she was laying tmx to the staYhm3 side 
a t  a pretty good list. 

They ti& her up well. The only thing they could get 
around were the smokestacks and the searchlights, so they had a big 
.hx, inch l ine around each sea.rddight, and a two heh line ammd each 
mkesta&. Oh, they had her tied up real good. So Z 1mk.d ak her 
aid said, i ' W e l l ,  sure she's sunk, but the river's hi* and bmrimg a 
lot of ice-4t: has t o  get real cold t o  make. ice and that makes the 
rim get la+--I still think the hmt can be raised. So I got ahold 
of the e r q h e ~ ~ ~ .  Did saw calculating and SO forth, and d~scovered 
that one side of her ought to be just about awash, arrd the ather side 
would have almut six or eight feet of water on her. 

Well, f hired a diver, Tan m f f e n ,  beeme he was right= a t  Poh t  
Pla-t. M y  o m  g w  was in Cincinnati. I had diving gear at that 
the,  been doing quite a lo t  of a m e r c i a l  diving. And that was 
anather thing f was t o  do for N m  ~ibbs was any the they couldn't 
hire a diver, I was jus t  going in and do diving for thm. Only on an 



emergrtncy basis to keep the other divas f m  getting mad at the 
r=canpany for hiring a diver full-time, you see. So I got 'Sam md;uffen 
up there, had h h  go d m  and close all the hatcihes, and doors, 
a n y t h i n g h e d d f ~ t h a t h e C O U l d c l o s e u p ~ k e e p W f m  
filteringthwxlghher. I E i g u r e d s h e w a s  goingtobethem for: 
awhile. And I came on back to C i n c i n n a t i .  

I told them that I thought we d d  raise the boat for ahmt $9,500. 
And 1 wanted $40,000 to renovate her after she was raised. But 1 
said, I1To make sure, give me $75,000. Just set aside enough money 
that well1 have a little to play with, in m=e I've made a m.istaJav1 
And they said, lWell, are you -?I1 And I said, 'Wel l ,  1 was never 
any more sure of anything in my life." They d d ,  Well, wha t  
equiprat  are you going to use?I1 And I: said, Well, the @quiptent I Id 
like to use is the equ ip ta t  I used to run for C i n c h t i  Sheet 

They said, IWel.1, why?! I said, Well, I ' m  familiar w i t h  it. 
I haw the mesl a t  I can get to put on it that are familiar with it. 
And besides that, I just am confident with that &pnnent. And he 
said, " W e l l ,  all right. &t it together and tear out. And I said, 
I1No, therefs one more thing. 1'11 say whm it's th.fl Wht3I they 
said, Ifthe longer it stays there, the worse it'll get. I said, "1 '11 
still say when it Is  time to go do it. 

So I got ready to go do it, andwhile I was a n t h e m y  to the job, 
there was a little raise in the river, and I raised five ooa3. barges 
on the way up "tb it, Didn't delay that job one bit, And we gck in 
there. In three and one half days I raised that s-t and put her 
back afloat. I saw that the uwners were gohg to be a little Ylard to 
get along with. Oh, they wanted her dry-docked and they wand a lot 
of thihgs done. !They said the rudders were mashed off her. Well, I 
purposely misedher stem f i r s t  so I wouldn't mash the mddexs. 

r ~ y j u s t ~ ~ w a t e r m t o f ~ ~ i n e ~ ~ t  
first and starEd her up by the stem. Andwe blcckd off all the 
doorways, the w h d m s ,  the pitman holes and the rudder boxes, and just 
built patches a ~ e r  them. And we put ratchets and w h e s  on the 
s t m m b d  to keep it frwn rolling, because the m h & e  the boat W d  
leave the bottmn the meel might roll and WOU3.d all yaw pat&= 
out ammd your pitmans, We found saw m p & b n a k  that we couldn't 
pump out. There were too many leaks ih them. Well, smne. of those we 
put canpressed air in to find the leaks. S m e  of them we blew the 
water out with c~fmpressed air. Sane of them we us& steam siphons to 
p~mrpthewaterout. S m e o f t h e o t h e r ~ t s w e u s e d g m p t o  
pump the water at. We lifted with a -1e of bargest blocks arrd 
lines -ko keep the boat stable, to keep her E m  mllhq. We lifted on 
her w i t h  the derrick boat. We just about t h r e w  the bmk at her. But 
the t o b h  cost af raising that boat was $5,400. TMkts what it cost 
to raise her. 
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across there. Every two feet they had strippd it on the outside to 
hide the nails. I m, that's what ym1d txq~& *to find h i d e  of a 
cheap shack same place, built like a m r a r y  ~ ~ c z t i o n  
office or samething. But that's w h a t  a r;abh on that s-t was 
built out of. I just d d  see that the whole t h h g  had t~ a=ahe off 
and 7: just reccrmrnended that they just strip it ccnrpldzely, and start 
over new. Just: leave the fmmamrk and & it ug inside and at, 
New doors and a l l  that sort of thing. 

The cmem wanted the maChhery rebored, and all new rings and stuff. 
And I said, 'We l l ,  now, wait a minute. We're very ham b go dong 
with dimnantling werythbg a d  washing it u p  Wit: this old east iron 
machsyIery, king under water didn't wear it at, N m  any-Whg that we 
have to replace that is worn to a pint that we can't assemble it or 
it WOU3dnwt work if we put it back, we'll have to replace that. We 
have to replace new for old. Eut I don't see any reason why we should 
ccarrpletely rebuild this steamboat Is macldmq. They w a i t e d  the 
boilers scaled on the inside and all su& thhq as that. There was 
never any river water got in the boiler. They wanted the boiler 
drained and d e d  and acid-Wted and all that sort of thhg. They 
were  just getting impossible. 

Well, I was entirely too busy to sit there and argue ayer a t hhg  like 
that. f just turned in my report and the carpmy send one 
of the regular surveyors up there for weeks slnd weeks, and wa- that 
thing in the shipyard, ark3 take care of th-Lves. I w a ~ t  on abDut 
my business, and raised five or  six more boats while they were 
settling that claim. I understand that the end resul t  was that the 
owners of that W t  received $43,000 ad they paid all bi l l s ,  The 
owners paid all bills, and the hsurance ampmy gave them $43,000. 
SathatwastheendresdtoftheGenemlAshbum. S h e i s n m t h e  J. 
T. Hatfielam - 

Q: Is that sa? 

A: She is a sister ship to the -rye M. V+riw, the Weber W. pebald, 
the Ellen Hat£  ield, there were f ~ v e  of boats. 311- was the C. 
C. W-, another one called the w&, mer one iczilled W S. E. - - 
Tho and the. ~ a e s  W. Good, and did f say the ~ e n e r a l  Ashbum? 
&&s five ofthemi d i T f  them dike. It's s t r v e  ~ l s u n c h  
of sister ships will kind of start out aL1 out of one yard. N m  those 
boats were built  by the IXbuque Boat suld Boiler W o r k s  in Dubuque, 
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C i n c i n n a t i .  I rather imagine that's what w i l l  ham ta the &her 
t h n e .  

Q: Where is the landing boat? 

A: It's d m  b e l c r w  the Southem Bridge. It's just k e n  hem abaut a 
we& now. It Is q u i t e  recent. It Is tied up d m  at Ludlaw E b h t ,  
which was a vezy f a m ~ u ~  old place to tie tawhats in yearrr gone by. 
Another very hteresthg thing is the little stembats that were 
built under the Suspension Bridge, 

Q: Like Barnes C a p n y  d m  there? 

A: I beliwe Bames furnished the machinesy, 1% try- ta Ulink who 
did the actual building of the ba t s ,  I don't think mes did the 
actual steel work, In the back of my W, samething tells me that L, 
Shriver and Son Iromrks built those kcats. Bxmes did the piping 
and the machinery and so forth. mybe m't: the piping. I don't h o w ,  
And I don't know who did the biler work. f don't think that the 
boiler shop at Wlipolis was in existence at that t he ,  That was the 
Charles Arthur Boilerworks there, at GdLlipalis, whichStreadine 
Steamers had quite an i n m t  in. It se t~nls  ta me. that there was m 
outfit &led Hrsuston, S e  and Gamble aver in Cwhgbn, that 
built boil-. And same place in the back: of my mind, I want 
connect that w i t h  the boilers on those bats. A11 those boats were 
built fbr the engineers. Does 1905 sotuad right? 

Q: Well, it could be. 

A: So, whaever it was, they were all built on the bank right there 
at the Suspension Bridge. Arad the Iroquois is now a lanajllg &at at 
the River  tati ion m p n y l s  Fulton Landing in Ule east m d  of 
Cincinnati. It gets that name of F'ton--I  named that landing a good 
many years ago. We had t=O call it something. That was in the old 
Wton Shipyard district in the east esad af Cincinnati, So there w a s  
a R o h &  N'con S-1 up on Eastem Avenue there, right in fmnt of 
the l ad rq .  So I said, 'Wel l ,  we'll just -1 it E b l t o ~ ~ ~  So it's 
lulcwl as Fultm Imaing. 

Ehd of side T630, Tape 

A: And the I rcqo i s  as I said before was later the -@lvin Verity. 
ShbvUy before she was dismantled, Amco Steel mnten'plated putt- a 
water tube boiler on her. In fact, they bawg"nt the b D i l e r  and only 
last week I was in Hunthgbn, West virginia on the Amm landing 
boat. What did I see there but the water tube boiler, all the 
cmnponent parks stacked away in a comer, that: was go* to ke put on 

, and just never gat there. S t i l l  lay* up khem an 
brand n w  barge. And it's too d l  to put on any 

present day stemhat, and g m e s s  only laraws what they w i l l  ever do 
w i t h  it. 



'It"to years ago, I w a s  going up the river on one of my basts, md they 
were . t;crWhg sand and gravel frcrm Old Town Island aKRuld to Charleston, 
W e s t  V i r y M a  q in Elk River for the Thampsc3n Smith Builders Supply. 
It was my f i r s t  trip up that way inmany,  many yeass. And f g d  on 
the radio and was talking o a fellow on the -1es R, Stwanson, one 
of the Ohio River Capany's big triple screw diesel bats .  The 
SWenson, by the way, waz originally &led Sohioan. She was 
built by Use St. Sauis Shipbuildirsg and Steel .   mie eve she was 
just a b u t  the f h t  streamlined diesel boat that was built, She was 
built with three turbine [ ] engines, and a two cycle design, and 
she turns 415 homepower. She had three 805 horsepwer on her. And 
in talkhg to this fellow, over a period of zlbout fiftem or twenty 
minutes, it suddenly dawned on me that I h e w  the guy. For sme 
reason or other, just the way the fdlm was talking. So 1 ask h h  
his name and he told me his name was Masseyr 

Q: Hold it a mirmte and identify that towbat. 

Anyway this fellow said his name was Massey, and I said, "Could you by 
any chance be Evarett Massey?lV And he said, "Yes, thatis rrry me. 
Who am I talking to?'' I said, lWell, I'm going to keep ycm ;In 
suspense for a minute.I1 W z t  I said, Wave you gone f r q  hunting in 
the fog lately?'' And he said, I1Lcx,k, I only did that one t h e  ih my 
life, and how in the world did you how dxmt it? I was by -elf 
when I did." And I said, flNo, you just thought you were by yourself. 
Becaw you shot that frcq with a pistol," ltWell,ll he said, "there 
could only be one guy. You must be John Bea-tsty, because you were the 
oiler on the Eelfont men I was chief engineer on her.i1 And I said, 
tThatis right. You know lry daddy always told me that: you'd mvw make 
a decerit engineer,I1 And he said, I1By golly, he was right. Eut ut did 
rnake a gcsod captain and pilot .  

Q: Well, 1'11 be W. 

A: But that's the first time that I had - ortalked t.a l2mt fellow 
oh, I guess sin= about 1929. It could only have been *e one guy, 
When I ask him about f r q  hunting with a pistol in the fog one 
morning, why he placed me pretty quick. (laughs) 

The saddest thingthat T t h h k I  e v e r w i t n e s s e d o r h a d ~ t o d o  
with, I Mieve in my entire life up to nm, is the shldq of the G, 
W. MeBride. I was assistant terminal supwintendent at the C h c h - t i  - 
Sheet M e t a l  and Rmf ing Capany, and we had a old t h e  captain and 
pilot working as a nightwatchman for us. Ilnd the only ]reasom he 
wasn't on the boats was that he'd see liqhts a a m e t ~ ,  he'd see a 
bunch of lights when therew0uJ.d only be one light. It was a kind of 
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a funny thing the way his eyes played tricks on him. He could see 
very well great distances, didn't have to wear glasses to read or 
anythhg, but: he'd cane into a like Cincinnati and mybe held see 
a fleet light on a barge and he may see two of them or three of them, 
it just played tricks on hh. 

He watched Ulis G. W. McBride cane d m  the river. It got a little 
foggy, She bad& K e r  tow in on the Itentucky side, right wite 
abut  where Lane is in C i n c h t i .  is sane big thbr 
over there. A good place to tie up, good easy water. And he w a t c h d  
her back in over there, and she backed in, he said, araundl 2:OO in the 
mrnirrg. He said about 4:30 the fog lifted a little bit, and it took 
all his attention when she blew just a short tat on her whistle, I 
guess, maybe for a mate to t u m  the lines ashore 1-. He kept 
waiting for her to back out into the river, but she nwer did. She 
just kept going d m  the river, just kept sliding dawn the shore. 

And he said, '@The fog cleared up and it gat just as clear as a bell. 
Just all at once, What the man t r ied  t o  do was to drive aver ta the 
bridges £ran the Kentucky side, instead of flanking out to the Ohio 
side and geeking lined up just right, He attempted to shwe acrtoss 
the river while he was going down.'' It Lookd to h h  like the boat 
got cmsmys. Inotherwords, he semedtathinkthatwhenshehit 
she was broadside of that bridge pier. He heard the crash, He knew 
she was getthy dam in there d getting al l  out of shape. H e  said 
he a u l d  very definitely see her green light on her barges, Very 
defihitely he could see that. He could see the lights on her stack. 
He mild  alsa see the red lights on h m  stem. 

So &e must have k e n  crossways far h i m  b see that: green light on the 
front of themes .  See, she had fmbarges, Theyweremadeup two 
wide and two long. %here wasn't anyone that hew actually hcrw her tow 
was made up. Because the only m l e  that got off her were in bed 
when she picked up that of her tow. She had tkd off part of her 
t o w  up at the Coal Haven, and left one of the dddxmds on the tow, 
and she'd cane on down the river. Sa the crew that was on watch that 
made up that tm was still on wat& when she hit. 

She h i t  on the 22nd day of Febrzzary 1942, at about--as near as f muld 
fi- out--about 5:30 h the morning or 20 mhutes 6:00, something 
like that. And this w a t d m m  called m e  before she hit. He called me 
at h e ,  and he said, "1 believe that bat's go- to hit Ule pier. 
She couldn't passibly miss it. Maw yau better get dmn here. Maybe 
you can do ~ c u n e t h h g .  I don ]o lowwbt,  butmybe you a d o  
s o m e t h i n q . ' ~ 6  I jmpd up and put my clothes on, and ins= of 
going d m  to the landing, I drove hmediatdy d m  to the foot of 
Lawrence Street, which is right between the L and N and the Central 
atridge, 

There were,  it seams to me,  two men an the hull of that boat, &ere 
she had hit tb pier. Her barges ---I OOUld see her barges dcrwn 
Wt the Suspension Bridge. They were a l l  broken up. They were all 
apart, no M of them -ether. She only had f a r .  And they were 
floundering araund down m there, And there was an P i m e r i m  Barye 




























