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Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted
by John Knoepfle on August 9, 1957. Margaret Reeder transcribed the
tape and Dr. Knoepfle edited and reviewed the transcript. This and
other interviews in a series on steamboats and inland rivers were
produced under the auspices of the Public Library of Cincinnati and
Hamilton County, Ohio and Sangamon State University, Springfield,
Illinois.

Captain W. C. Beatty was born on December 11, 1886. He started on the
river by working at the whistler and Searcy Lumber Company. In this
memoir he discusses the Big Sandy River country, boats, mills, iron
works and the various jobs he held.

John Knoepfle was born in Cincinnati in 1923. He obtained his Ph.D.
in literature fram Saint Iouis University in 1967. Dr. Knoepfle is
presently a professor of English at Sangamon State University. He was
named Tllinois Author of the Year in October, 1986. John and his wife
Peg have one daughter and three sons.

During 1953-1955 while working as producer-director of an educational
television station, WCET-TV, Cincimmati, Dr. Knoepfle proposed a
project on steamboats ard inlard rivers. These river memoirs are a
result of the research collected during 1954-1960.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, corversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University and
the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, Ohio are not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The mamuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from either the Oral History Office,
Sargamon State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62794-9243 or the
Curator of Rare Bocks and Special Collections of the Public Library of
Cincinnati and Hamilton County, Chio, 45202-2071.
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Captain W. C. Beatty, August 9, 1957.
Interviewer, John Knoepfle.

Q: We are talking to W. C. Beatty known here as Captain. He has
spent many years on the river and knows a great deal about the Big
Sandy country.

A: You want to know something about the batwing boats?
Q: ILet's start with the loggirg.

A: The first logging that I did or had any part of was in 1906 and at
that time we handled quite a bit of logs and timber for a company by
the name of Whistler and Searcy Lumber Company. Searcy was a man that
lived in Ironton and he was a very wealthy man at one time. He was
also associated with this Mr. whistler who was from Hillsboro, oOhio.
Mr. Whistler if I'm not mistaken had some kind of a mill, maybe a
flour mill or something at Hillsboro but he wasn't too active in the
business, and these particular people bought timber out of Big Sandy
River and they bought timber out of Little Kanawha River. Iots and
lots of timber out of Little Kanawha River and they bought from M.R.
Iowders, branded his logs M.R.L. Company ard they bought from Pierces
and there were two Pierce brothers, cne of them was a doctor and his
name was Charlie. That was C.S. Pierce, was the brand: C.S,P.; then
the other one was Henry Pierce and they branded, well they had the two
brands H.S.P and C.5.P which belonged to Pierce brothers and then they
had an H made with one leg of the H made part of the P. A good deal
of their timber came out of, well it all came down the ILittle Kanawha
River but there was quite a bit of it that came out of Hughes River
which is quite a distance up in the Little Kanawha. That was floated
out in what they called lockages because there was locks and dams in
there at that time. But they were very little locks and they couldn't
make very big rafts out of them, they weren't like a Big Sandy raft.

A Big Sandy raft was much bigger than these little lockages and when
they rafted these logs together the majority of the timber that came
out of there was rafted with what they called a withe and two pins.
They laid a tie across the logs they bored a hole on each side of the
tie pole. They would take a hickory withe and stick down in this hole
and then drive two wedges in so it wouldn't come off, like a yoke over
it and that's the way that they rafted their logs. Of course then in
later years why chain dogs, there was chain dogs at that time but they
didn't use them up there, they cost too much money.

Q: Was the withe across the logs?

A: No, across the tie pole like you would take a chain dog was two
dog wedges made out of three-eights by inch and a quarter, maybe
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inch and a half iron with a hole in each end of it with a chain across
the two of them and you would stretch them across the pole, drive one
on each side of the pole and that held the logs. Then they would
bring these logs out and they would hold them there. We would always
have to go up there and measure them. I worked for this Whistler and
Searcy pecple and we would go to Parkersbury, we'd measure this timber
all up, and there was a couple of, well several little boats that
brought timber out of there. There was people by the name of Verian,
Homer Verian and his brother, I don't recall his name. But they had a
little boat, Carrie V. was the name of the boat and then after that
they had another boat called the Valley Belle. The Valley Belle, the
last that was ever heard of her she belonged to the Bryant showboat
people. They bought her and ran her towing the showboat back and
forth. There was an old gentleman by the name of Sam Spencer that
used to be captain on the Carrie V, he had great long chin whiskers
come down to this belt and there was a fellow was mate on there by the
name of John Ruth, he was a Parkerszburg man.

Q: Spencer's beard wasn't red was it?

A: No, it was white, white as the driven snow. The only redheaded
and redbearded man, well he didn't have a long beard, was a fellow by
the name of Captain Doss Davis. But he never towed any timber that I
ever knew of. Then they would keep this timber there and fleet it up
in fleets and these boats would get it and they would bring it to
Ironton or wherever it may go, in fact some of it was sold and went as
far as Iouisville. Went to what they called Point Lumber Company at
Louisville, Kentucky. They would get behind this or in front of it
and back it all way down. They didn't try to shove it or tow it.
They backed it and at night when they would get ready to tie up they
would turn loose from that end, go arournd and get on the upper end of
it and what we called rough lock it, they would back it in against the
bank and make it drag. It would just keep dragging and dragging and
of course they would run a line to help it and eventually it would
stoparﬂmybeyouvmlddmgoffadozenlogs. Well you had to go
back up there with cant hooks and roll them in the river and bring
them down and the next morning when you got ready to leave why they'd
swing them around and put them back in the place where they belonged.

Q: I supposed if you tried to tuck them in without dragging them and
that line broke . . .

A: Well it would just keep on going and then it took a pretty good
line to hold them and you couldn't handle too big of a line because
you had to hardle it all by hand and we would go out and tie it around
a tree and put it under a tie pole, put a toggle in it and check them

in that way. Stopped many, many times.
Q: How big were some of those fleets, do you know?

A: T have seen them when they had, oh they would be two hundred feet
wide and five to six hundred feet long.

Q: Would that be all hardwood?
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A: No, all kinds. There would be oak, and maple, and birch, and
sycamore, and buckeye, and gum, and elm, and ash, and hickory and
pine, and poplar.

Q: How did they ever get by them on the river, those packets?

A: They give them plenty of room. They kept out of their road and if
they were in a close place in the berx why the packet would run in a
notch in a bank someplace or someplace where there was good water and
let them go by. They never bothered each other. Well it was no use
because they would just get into trouble if they did. Of course at
that time there was a lot of big coal boats that belonged to the river
combine. They run their coal boats, maybe you would pass a half dozen
of them in the run of a day. Of course they had no choice, they just
had to take what was coming to them because you couldn't get out of
the road of them, they would, if they could hold them up on a point or
something or keep them out of the bends. Ordinarily if they backed
them slow and they kept them pointed, mytheywouldgothemyﬂ-xey
were pointed. We hand run lots of them without any boat, with what
they call a gouger oar on the end of the it. I floated a lot of
timberfmmthemuthoftheBigSandyandfrmnthenmlthof
Twelvepole to Cincinnati and tied them up right here, right here at
this, right where we are sitting here. The old log way is down the
hill, down there, when they had the sawmills here, for C. Crane and
Company.

Q: Can you amplify that gouge car navigation a little bit?

A: A gouger oar, ordinarily they were about oh maybe twelve to
fourteen feet long, that is the blade was. Had a tapered blade, it
run from a half inch thick on one end to possibly two, two and a
quterthmkmtheotherexﬂarﬂwouldbeanyplacefmmght,
maybe to ten, twelve inches wide. It had a long pole on it. The pole
wasn't straight with it. It was put on in a, well what you would call
a little bit out of line, sothatwhenltwashmg you bore a hole in
the erd of a log and put a pin in there, 1thadahole1nthlsoar,
the hole in the bottom part of the car was just a little bit bigger
than the pin. Then about two inches up in that, what would be the
hanileorthepoleonthatoar, that would be cut out bigger so when
you raised it it would give you a chance that it wouldn't bend the pin
everytime, but the car would work back and forth in that, see it had
some like, the bottom of it had, was down in and had a hole in the
bottom. Whenywmdethlsblggerupheresovmenyauralsedthlsoar
thatplnstayedandltgaveyoumomtorocklt Then there was a
holeboredlnanotherpolethatwasmtonthetopofthispin that
you could put that on that oar, andthatkeptltfmnfallmgm
sideways. See you had control of it erxd ways, but over sideways when
you went to pull on it, a walk, and you walked across the logs. You
would go to one side of the raft with that oar, stick it in the water
and walk from across to the other side, well that made the raft follow
you. Which way you was walking, that raft would make that raft would
follow you over there. Maybe you might have to hit it a hundred licks
before you got it to where you wanted. If you was in a close place, a
lot of times you would go to hit the bank and if you went to hit the

bank and you did get out and they was going to hit something, you
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lifted that thing up off the top of your car, and lifted your oar up
out of the hole and pulled it back on the raft. So it wouldn't tear
your oar up, because without the car you were done.

Q¢ How many men came down on those rafts?

A:; Two to the raft. Unless you had more than two rafts, if you had
more than two rafts, why then a lot of times they would give you three
men. That was two on the lower end with a gouger ocar and cne fellow
on the upper end. The fellow on the upper end was always the captain,
he did the rumning, he told you when to move. All he did, he didn't
have anything to do, the fellows on the lower end was the guys that
did the lifting. They would 1ift it out and that was a long time
before the locks and dams came in. When they were building dam 19 at
Little Hocking right below the mouth of Little Hocking, no not dam 19,
dam 22 at Ravenswood, and they were building that ard we came

there close with same timber at that time and tore it up down there on
those big rocks down there below Ravenswood, lot of rocks on the West
Virginia side there.

Q: A big ledge of rock in there.

A: 'Ihereisabig,welltheSandc::eers:inthereamthenthat'sall
rocky shore down in there. That was about the last of the logging
that came out of the Little Kanawha River. Then after that we took
lots of them out of Big Sandy and lot of them out of Twelvepole and
lot of them out of Guyan. At one time there was sixty thousand logs
in a jam in the Guyan River and a C & O Railroad engine went up there
and a fellow by the name of Shorty Weaver was the engineer on it, and
they tore that, them logs was causing that bridge, and that ergine
fell in the river there, like to never got her out.

Q: The logs broke up the bridge?

A: VYes, it jammed on the bridge, tore a pier out from under it. Ves,
tore the pier out from under it, and a lot of times they would have
those logs jammed, you couldn't get them loose and you used to have to
dynamite them, if they got so bad that you couldn't and locked like
they weren't goirng to move thereself. They would leave them, what
they liked to do they liked to leave them as long as they could
possible leave them, leave jammed if they wanted too, with the hopes
they would break, cause if they would broke they were sure then that
they would all go at one time. And of course then if it didn't look
like they were going to break why they got in there and dynamited
them.

Q: Guess the water backed up under them?

A: ©Oh it just backed up, backed up and got everything behind, you

know, and then they had fellows, what they called follow up men, maybe
they would be seven, eight, ten men. One log would catch on the bank
ard be a straggler, you know, and they would ccme up and roll him in
and let him go on by himself. Of course that was up in the creeks up
in there. That wasn't done in main Sandy. In main Sandy River, why
you turned them loose they would catch them in there and make you pay
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for them. They would tie them up on you; of course in these creeks
they wouldn't.

Q: They were all made in little rafts on the Big Sandy?

A: Yes, after they got down out of the forks, you know, down below
the forks. You see main Sandy River is only twenty six miles long.
It goes to Iouisa, that's right, it goes from Catlettsburg to Louisa
and it's twenty-six miles. Then on the left fork as you go up the
river it's Tug Fork and the right side is Ievisa. If you go to
Pikeville and Prestonsburg ard Beaver and all up in there and over on
the cother fork why you go to Williamson and Matewan up through that
country. Blackberry, Chattaroy, and I was trying to think the first
gasoline boat that ever I saw on the Kanawha River belonged to a
fellow by the name of Jim Kennedy. He owned the first boat and he did
quite a bit of fleeting of timber there in the mouth. What they call
fleeting it, was take the rafts ard build them up into fleets, see, so
they could come on out in the river and deliver them to the mills.
Course sometimes, why those mills over around Ironton and over in
there, why a lot of times you would go over in there and only bring
one raft over. We would go up there on a streetcar and get on that
raft and take about oh it tock you about five hours to float over
there, ten miles, went over there in four and a half or five hours,
unless you had pretty good water and if you had pretty good water you
could go over. Along with these logs there were millions of cross
ties came out there. The majority of the cross ties that came out of
there went to Ironton, took out over the elevator there, belonged to a
old fellow by the name of C. C. Clark. He rafted his ties up in there
and brought them there and sold them to the various railroads. This
fellow Kennedy that did this fleeting up there, he had that little
boat and then the next boat was built by some people down at Hanging
Rock by the name of Icher. 01d Man Icher, ard his boy's name was Wes;
they had one of best boats, a boat called the Comet. They had her
around there for a long, long time and then there was a steamboat
there that belonged to Car]l Mace and Ellis Mace, his brother, called
the Sea Lion. The Sea Lion afterwards left there and went arcund on
Rentucky River to do samething and I think she burned up around there.
They never did get her back out of there.

Q: ForsmereasonIthoughtcoleCranemmedtheSeaIion.

A: No, no, Crane owned the Crown Hill, the J. 0. Cole, and they owned
a little boat called the Katrinka and they owned a diesel boat called
the Goldie. I came here to Cincinnati and bought the Goldie off of
her in 1917, took her to Ironton and wintered her through the 1917 and
1918 ice and built a hull for her and she, a boat called the Colonel
and she belonged to the Ironton Iimber Company. I sold her to the
Ironton Lumber Company.

Q: Now I think a man you may know from my information, he left
Ironton before the 1913 flood and his name was Tom Wagner.

A: Yes,
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Q: And he remembered a mill burning up there. It burned for days and
they had left the insurance drop an hour before the fire started?

A: Yes, Newman and Spanner.

Q: Spamner? How do you spell the Spanner?

A: S-P-A-N-N-E-R, Spanner. They not only burned once but they burned
a lot of times, and then there was a mill next to them that belonged
to an old fellow by the name of Pat Hart and he burned out at that
time, and the Fearon Iumber and Veneer Company burned up and the
Whistler and Searcy Mill burned up. They tore the Fearon ILumber
Company Mill down and they tore the Nile Iimber Company Mill down and
they tore the Dockins Iimber Company Mill down, and if I'm not
mistaken the Yellow Poplar Iumber Company burned up at Coal Grove.

Q: All of that is a past age now, no more timber coming out and no
mills rumning?

A: There is not a mill, the last mill that I knew of was a little
sawmill belonged to Ulysses [Parsley] and that was right on the bank
above the mouth of the Big Sandy River. Ulysses Parsley and T
urnderstand that Lys got out of the lumber business, he had become a
very wealthy man and somebody told me that he went to Florida and that
is the last I ever heard of him.

Q: When was the last of the timber brought out that was considerable?

A: The last considerable timer, I would say about around 1916, 1917,
1918, along in there. See there wasn't tooc much of it after that.
There was some but not to much.

Q: I have one question about this Newman and Spanner; Wagner
mentioned that fire killed Old Tee. Do you remember who O0ld Tee might
have been?

A: Tt don't register right now. Talking about those little bat wing
boats. Those things ran up in there a long time before my time, it
was before the C & O Railroad went up Big Sandy. And they used those
little boats to haul supplies up there because that was the only way
that they had of getting them up there. About the time that they were
finishing up the railroads, why these fellows that owned these boats,
you know, saw the hand writing on the wall and they begin to want to
dispose of them. So there was an old Jewish fellow there by the name
of Fish Goldman and old Fish bought one of these boats. Yes, and you
know Big Sandy is nothing but a big creek. It will rain, it will
raise and fall and be done in twenty-four to thirty-six hours. The
raise, the fall, and everything is done. So when they had water they
had to go. So they had a big crowd on the boat, they was carrying a
lot of passengers on there. This boat, I don't remember what the name
of the boat was, this particular boat, but anyhow he bought this boat
and they made a bank landing and the river was falling and they hit
the bank a little bit too hard. The river kept falling and they kept
carrying the freight off or on whatever they were doing and the boat
began to list pretty bad. 01d Fish, he thowht he would satisfy



























































































