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Preface 

This mmuscript is the pz&uct of a tap recard& intemiew cmducted 
by John Rmqfle on August 9, 1957. Maqzmt  RedertranXrjhd the 
tap and Dr. m f l e  edited and r e v i d  the tmnsaipt. This a 
other interviews in a series on steamboats and inlard rivers were 
prc3duced under the auspices of the Public Library of Cincinnati and 
Hamilton Crxmty, Ohio and S m g a m n  State vniversity, Springfield, 
Illinois. 

Captain W. C. B2attywils born on 11, 1886. He sk&d on the 
river by worm at the Whistler ard S e m q  Lzrmber Gapmy. In this 
memoir he discusses the B i g  Sandy River camtry, boats, mills, iron 
works and the various jabs he held. 

John ICnoepfle was born in ~ h i n m t i  in 1923. He his HI. 1). 
in literature from Saint Louis U n i v e r s i t y  in 1967. Dr. q f l e  is 
p ~ e ~ e n t l y  a professor of English at S a q m m  State Universi*. was 
Mmed Illinois Author of the Year in Ocrtaber, 1986. John an3 his wife 
Peg have one daughter d three sons. 

Wing 1953-1955 a l e  working as -r of an ducational 
telervlsion station, WCE!FTV, Cincinnati, Ctr. Khoepfle prapoaed a 
project on steanhats and inland rivers. These river menvsirs are a 
result of the Xeserch collected during 1954-1960. 

The marruscript may be read, quot& and cited freely. It m y  not be 
reprduad in thole or in part by my nwms, electronic or m a ,  
w i t h o u t  -=ion in writing frum e i m  the Oral W r y  O f f i s ,  
Sagamon State UniversiQ, Springfield, Illinois, 62394-9243 or the 
Curator of Rare and Special C o l l e c t i o n s  Of the Public Lib- of 
Cincinnati and &milton Ccrunty, Ohia, 45262-2071, 
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captain W, C. mtty August 9, 1957. 

Intervi-, John Xfioepfle. 

Q: We are taaSing to W. C. Beatty lrncrwn here as Captain. He has 
s p t  many years on the river and Inaa\rs a great deal abaut the B i g  
s e  country. 

Q: Let's start  w i t h  the logging. 

A: The f h t  logging that I did or had any of was in 1906 and at  
that t h e  we handled quite a bit of logs and timber for a ampmy by 
the name of Whistler and Searcy Umber Cwlp?arry. Searcy was a mn that 
lived in Ironton and he was  a very wealthy rnan at m e  t ime, He was 
also associated wim this Nr. Whistler was fmm Hillsborn, Ohio. 
m. Whistler if  I ' m  not misbkm had some kind of a mill, mybe a 
flour mill or samething a t  Hillsboro but he wasn't too active in the 
busine~s, and these particular peaple b.qht t inker cut of Big Sandy 
River and they lmught thhr out of Little IGanawZla River, Lrrts ard  
lots of thibr C u t  of Little KaMwb River and they bought frat  M.R. 
Lmders, branded his logs M.R.L. Ccanpany they hughk f rm Pierces 
and there were t w o  P i e m s  brothers, one of h w a s  a dactor anc3 his 
name was Charlie. That was C.S. Pi-, was the brad: CbS.P.: then 
t h e o t h e r o n e w a s ~ P i ~ a n d t h e y b ~ ,  w e l J . t h e y h a d t h e t w o  
brads H.S.P and C.S.P which belonged to Pierce brtYthers ar*d Ulen they 
had an H made w i ~  one leg of the H made part of the P. A g d  deal. 
of their timber mme out of, well it a l l  mme dclwn the Little ;Kanawha 
River but therewas quite a b i t  of it that cmneout aEHqksMver 
w h i c h  is quite a distance up in the Little K;mawha. mt w a s  floated 
o u ' c i n ~ t t h e y c d l l e d l o c k a g e s b e c a u s e . t h e r e ~ l ~ r s s l d d a m s h  
there at that the. But they were very little locks and they couldn't 
make very big rafts out of them, they weren't like a Big Sarady mft. 
A B i g  Sandy raft w a s  m d ~  bigger than t&s@ little lockages and w h a  
they ram these logs together the mjority af the thrbr that came 
out of there was rafted w i t h  what they called a w i t h e  and two p h .  
They laid a t ie  across the l a p  they bored a hole on each side of the 
tie pole. !they would take a hidcoxy withe and stick dawn in this hole 
and then drive two wedges Fn so it wmldn8t came off, like a yoke wer 
it ahd that's the way that they rafted their logs. 09 course then in 
later years why chain dogs, them was chain dogs at that the W they 
didn't use them up there, they oost too much mney, 

Q: Was the withe across the logs? 

A: No, across the tie pole like you would tdke a chain dcq was two 
dog w&ges made out of three-eights by hch and a quslrrter, mybe 



inch and a half iron with a hole in each of it w i t h  a chain amass 
the two of them and you would stretdl t h a n  across the pole, drive one 
on each side of the pole an3 that held the logs. Then they t\rould 
brhg these logs out and they would hold them there, We would always 
have to go up there an3 nwsure them. I worked for t h i s  Whistler and 
Searcy people and we would go to Parkasbug, we'd rtreasure this timber 
all up, and there was a couple of, well several little boats that 
brought timber out of there. There w a s  people by t2e name of Verian, 
H m e r  Verian and his brother, I don't rw=irll his m. But -had a 
little boat, =ie V. was the name of the boat and then after that 
they had another boat called the Valley Belle. The Val1 Belle, the 
l ~ t t h a t w a s w e r ~ o f h e r ~ b e l o ~ t o ~ ~ t  -!%Ei&t 
people. Theyboughtherandxanhertuwirqt.heshmbatbackand 
f o r b  There was an old gentleman by the mm of Sam Spencer that 
used to be captain on the Carrie V, he had great long chin whishrs 
- ~ h ~ s b e l t ~ ~ w ; p s a f d l m w a s m a b o n ~ b y t h e  
name of John Ruth, he w a s  a Par- man. 

A: No, it was white, white as the driven snow. The cglly redheaded 
and redbeslrded man, w e l l  he didn't have a lcmg beard, was a EelLuw by 
the name of Captain I30ss Davis. But he nwer tawed m y  thhr that I 
ever 3mew of. Then they would keep this thbr there fleet it up 
in fleets and thee boats would get it and they would bring it to 
Irontan or wherwer it may go, in fact same of it was sold and went as 
far as Louisville. Went to w h a t  they d l e d  mint h n n b r  C q m y  at 
Lrxlimille, KBXYtUdcy. Theywuuld get behindl this or in front of it 
and back it all way dam. They didn't try to ahwe it or taw it. 
T h e y b m i t a n d a t n i g h t w h e n - m d g e t r e a d y t o t i e u p t h e y  
WoULdturnlwsefrmnthatend, g o a r a u n d a n d g e t m t h e ~ e n d o f  
it atdwhatm c a l l e d ~ l a c k i t ,  theywouldbackit inagainst the 
bank and make it drag. It would just keep dragghg and drawing and 
of course they would run a line to help it and eventually it would 
stop and maw you would drag off a dozeh I-. Well you had to go 
back up there w i t h  cant hooks and roll then m the river bring 
~ ~ d m a n d t h e n e x l = m o r n ~ ~ y a u g o t r e a ~ . t = c r l e a v e w h y t h e y ' d  
swing them arcxmd and put them back in the place where they klmgel. 

Q: I supposed if you tried to  tuck i2mn in w i t h o u t  dragging them and 
that l h  broke . . . 
A: Well it would just keep on going ard  then it tmk a pretw good 
line to hold them and you couldn't handle too big of a line because 
you had to handle it all by hand and we would go mrt and tie it around 
a tree and put it under a tie pole, put a t;oggle in it &e& them 
in thatway. S - m n y ,  may t imes .  

Q: Haw big were saw of those fleets, do y c ~ l  kmw? 

A: I have sem them when they had, oh they would be two hundred feet 
wide and five to six hundred feet long. 

Q: Would that be a l l  hadmod? 
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A: No, a11 kinds. There would be oak, am3 maple, an3 birdl, and 
sycamore, and buckeye, and gum, and elm, atld ash, and hickory slnd 
pine, arad poplar. 

Q: How did they ever get by an the river, those pickets? 

A: They give them plenty of rocan. They bp t  out of &ir road and i f  
they were in a close place in the k m d  why the packet would run in a 
notch in a bank -lace or sorcq1ac.e %has there was water and 
let them go byl They never each other. W e l l  it WEIS no use 
because they wuld just get into trouble if +3q did. Of wmse at 
that time t h a ~  was a lot of big coal b a t s  that belmgd to the river 
carbine. They run their coal boats, mybe yauwwldpass a half dozen 
of them in the xun of a day. Of course they had no choice, they just 
had to t a b  Wt was caning to than because you m d n k  get out of 
the road of ~ m ,  they -dl if they d d  hoLd them up on a point or 
sanething or k@ep khan out of the bends. Ordinarily if they backed 
themslmmd.theykeptthempointed, w f i y l % e y ~ d g o ~ w a y t h g t  
w e r e  pointed. We hand run lats of them without arry boat, w i t h  e t  
they call a gouger oar on the end of the it. I floated a I& of 
thbr frcnn the mouth of the Big Sardy and frrrm the mouth of 
W'elvqole to ~hcinnati and tied them up right here, right hem at 
this, right where we are sitting hme. The old log way is down the 
hi l l ,  down Wmre, when they had Ule sawmills here, far C. Crane and 
-"w'Y- 

Q: Can you q l i £ y  that gouge mr navigation a little bit? 

A: A gauger oar, ordinarily they were about oh maw trwelve *to 
faurteen feet lang, that is the blade was, Had a tapered blade, it 
r u n f ~ a h a Z E ~ U l i c k o n ~ e n d ~ p o s s i b l y ~ ,  bmarada 
quaYter thick on the other a d  and would ke any place fram eight, 
maw to ten, W v e  M e s  wide .  It had a ldng pole on it. The pole 
wasn't straight with it. It was put on in a, well w b t  y m  wdld call 
a little bit out of line, so that wheh it was  hum^, p bore a M e  in 
the W of a log ad put a pin in there, it had a hole in this w, 
the hale Sn the bcPttOm part of the oar was just a little bit bigger 
thanmpin,  T h e n a b o u t t m ~ u p i n t h a t ,  ~twmldouzdthe 
handle or the pole on that oar, that would hi cut out bigger so when 
you raised it it would give you a chance that it wouldn't bmd the pin 
wezyth, but car wmld work back and forth in that, see it had 
sane like, the buttan of it had, wsls down in and had a hole in ~ 
both.  When you made this bigger up here so when ycru r a i d  this oar 
that pin stayed and it gave you r a m  to rock it. Thm Vhms was a 
hole bored in another pole that was put on the tcrp of this pin, that 
you could put that on that car, and that kept it fxwm falLhg cjuey. 
sideways. See you had clontrol of it en2 ways, but aver sideways wllm 
youwent to pull on it, awalk, a n d y o u ~ a ~ t h e  lags, You 
would go to one side of the raft w i t h  that oar, stick it in the a t e r  
and walk frcan across to the other side, well thatxna.de the rdt follow 
you. Mhi& way you was walking, that raft m i l d  rrnke that raft wmld 
follm you aver tht.se. Mayb yau might have trs hit it a h- licks 
before yau gat it to when? you wanted. If ycxr was in a close place, a 
lotof t j m e s y c r u t x x l l d g o t o h i t t h e m a n d i f y a u ~ e n t t o M c a  
bankand you didget  out a n d t h e y w a s g o i q t ~ h i t  samething, yeru 
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lifted that .thing up off W tap of yc~lr oar, and lifted yaulr oar up 
out of the hole and pulled ithe on the raft, So it wouldn't 

A: 93~0 to WE raft. Unless you had more than two rafts, if you had 
mrethantworafts, w h y t h e n a l o t o f t h e s t h e y d d g i v e y o u t h r e e  
men. That w a s  .two on the luwer end with a gouger oar and ane fellm 
on the upper md. The fellw on the llpper and was always the captain, 
he did the mmhg, he told you when to mare* All he did, he didn't 
h a v e ~ - 1 = o d o ,  t h e f e l l c r w s o n t h e l ~ m d w a s ~ g u y s t h a t  
did the li£ting. They would lift it out and that was a long t h e  
before the lodks and d3ms came in. When they were building dam 19 at 
Little H o z k h g  right mcrw the mauth of Little Rocking, no not dam 19, 
darn22 atFtavenswood, andtheywerebuildingthat andw@camethmugh 
thm close w i a  same tjunber at that the and tare it up dElwn Wime cm 
thmebig~dcrwntherekdcrwRavensvmd,  lo tof  rrxksmtheWest 
V i r g i n i a  side there. 

Q: The logs b m h  up the bridge? 

Q: Guess the water badked up them? 
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for them, They would tie them up on you; of course in W 
they wouldn't. 

Q: They were all made in little rafts on t& ~ i g  S w ?  

A: Y e s ,  aitertheygatdoimout of the forks, ycru3awrw, dawn Maw 
the forks. You see main Sandy River is only twenty six miles long. 
It gaes to msa, that's right, it goes £ran mtlettsburg to U s a  
and it Is twerYty-sh miles. Then on the IPt, fork as y c ~ l  go up the 
river it's T b g  Fork and the right side is Levisa. If yc~z go W 
P ~ i l l e a r r d P r e s ~ d B e a v e r & d 1 u p h ~ a n c l o v e r o n  
the fork why you go to Willhwn and Matewan up though that 
country. B l a w ,  Chattarcry, and I was Whg to think the first 
g a s o l h  boat that ever I saw on the KBMwha R i v e r  belmged to a 
felluwbythenameof JimWmdy. H e ~ t h e f ~ b o a t a n d h e d i d  
quite a bit 05 fleeting of tkrkr  there in the mouth. What they call 
fleeting it, was take the rafts and build them up fleets, see, so 
theyddcanremmt intheriveranddeliverthaatothemills. 
Course scanetirtbes, why those mills over around Ironton and wer in 
there, why a lot of times you would go we's kn there and aily bdng 
one raft over. We would go up there on a skeztmr and get m ~t 
raft  andtake about oh it tookyou about five hrxlrs to  float aves 
there, ten miles, went aver these in four arrd a half or five hmrs, 
unless ycru had pretty good water and i f  you had pretty good water you 
could go wer. Alorq w i a  these logs there were millions of cross 
ties out there. The majority of the cross ties that carne out of 
there went to Ironton, took out wer the elmtor there, bloqed to a 
old felluw by the name of C. C. Clark. He ram his ties up uz 
~ b ~ t ~ ~ ~ a n d s o l d ~ ~ t h e v a r i c r u s ~ l r o a d s .  This 
fellaw Kennedy that did this fleeting up them, he had that little 
b o a t a x l d ~ ~ ~ b o a t w a s ~ l t b y ~ ~ l e d c r w n a t Z E s l n g F n g  
Rock by the nam of Icher. Old Man I-, and his bay's narae ms Wes; 
they had one of &st boats, a boat called the w. They had her 
around there for a long, l a g  time and then there was a steErmboat 
there that belmged to Carl Mace and Ellis Mac@, his brother, called 
the Sea Lion. The Sea Lion afterwards left there and went on 
K e r r t u ~ ~ ~ ~ t o d o ~ a n d I t h i n k a h n ] x u n e d u p ~ ~ .  
They neve~ did get her back out of there. 

A: No, no, Crane -the m M l 1 ,  W J , .  0 ,  Cole, zirdtheyawneii 
a little boat called the Katrinka and they crwned a diesel boat d l &  
the Goldie. I - here to C i n c i n M t i  and Wt the Goldit2 off of 
her in 1917, took her to Ironton and w h k e r e d  her thmugh the 1g17 an3 
1918 ice and built a hull for her and &, a boat called the Colonel 
a n d s h @ b e l ~ t o t h e I r o n t o n ~ ~ .  Isoldhertothe 
Ironton Ilrmber Ccorrpany. 

A: Yes. 
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Q: And he a mill bumhg up there. It busned for days and 
they had left * hamince drop an haur befa= the fire s t . ?  

A: Y e s ,  Nmnnan and Spmer. 

Q: Spmer? Huw do you Spell the Spannes? 

Q: All of that is a past age new, no more t e  m n h g  mt and no 
mills sunning? 

A: There is not a mill, the last mill that f: h e w  of was a l i tae  
sawmill belmga to Ulysses [Parsley] and 'that w a s  right m the banlr 
above the mouth of the Big  Sandy River. Xlysses Parsley and I 
understand that Lys got  out of the 1- business, he had bewme a 
very wealthy m2m and told me that he w m t  to ~lorida and &t 
is the last I ever heard of him. 

Q: When ~ n m s  the last  of the timber brought out that was amsiderable? 

A: The last considesable timer, I would say abdlt a m u d  1916, 1917, 
1918, along in there. See there wasn't too much of it after that. 
Therewassamebutnottomudl. 

&: I have one question about this Newrmn and spmer; Wagner 
mentioned that fire killed Old 'Pee, Do yau mnmber who O l d  W might 
have be&Tl? 

A: It don't register r i t  naw. Talkhq abu t  those l i t t l e  bat wing 
boats. Those things ran up in there a long the before my th,  it 
was before the C & 0 Railroad went up Big Sandy. And they used those 
litUa boats to haul supplies up there because that ms the d y  way 
thattheyhadofgettirIgtt.1emupthere. ~ t t h e t i a e ~ t t h e y w e r e  
finishhq up the railroads, vihy these fellcrws that ckvrsed boats, 
y o u h m ,  s a w t h e ~ ~ i t ~ o n t h e w a l L E L t r d ~ b e g i n t o w a n t t 0  
dis- of them So there w a s  an old Jewish fellcrw Ulese by the name 
of Fish Goldman and old Fish wt me of these boats. Yes, and y m  
knm Big Sandy is nothing but a big creek. It will rain, it will 
raise and fall arsd be done in --four to --six hems. The 
raise, the fall, andeverything is done. Sawhen they had=-they 
had to go. So they had a big crowd on the boat, they was carrying a 
l o t  of pssmgem on them. This boat, 1 don't nrmbr what the name 
of the boat was, this particular baat, but anyhow he bought l2ds boat 
and they mde a bank larmding d the river was fall* and they hit 
the bslnk a little bit too hard. The river bpt falling and they kept 
carsyhg the freight off or on whatwer were doing an3 the boat 
began to list pretty bad. Old Fish, he thought he would satisfy 




























































