
University of Illinois at Springfield 
 

Norris L Brookens Library 
 

Archives/Special Collections 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ivan Baxter Memoir 

 

 

 

 

B334. Baxter, Ivan  
    Interview and memoir  
    1 tape, 30 mins., 10 pp.  

Baxter discusses pioneer families who settled in the Sangamon Valley in Cass 
County, Illinois.  

Interview by Majorie Taylor, 1973  
OPEN  
See collateral file  

 

Archives/Special Collections LIB 144 
University of Illinois at Springfield 
One University Plaza, MS BRK 140 

Springfield IL 62703-5407 

 

© 1973, University of Illinois Board of Trustees 



     Ivan Baxter Memoir -- Archives, University of Illinois at Springfield



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

The First Family to Settle in Cass County 

Mr. Baxrer's Early Education 

Early Preachers i n  Cass County 

Mr. Raxter's Military Service 

     Ivan Baxter Memoir -- Archives, University of Illinois at Springfield



PREFACE 

This  manuscr ip t  i s  t h e  p roduc t  of a t a p e  recorded  interview con- 
ducted by N a r j o r i e  Tay lor  f o r  t h e  Oral H i s t o r y  O f f f c e  on February 6 ,  
1973. Linda Je t t  t r a n s c r i b e d  t h e  tape and Marjorie Taylor  e d i t e d  
and reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Ivan Baxter h a s  s t u d i e d  t h e  Sangamon Valley and the  way t h e  p i o n e e r s  
came i n  i n  f a m i l i e s .  Th i s  memoir is a detailed l i s t i n g  of t h e  
f i r s t  f a m i l i e s  t o  s e t t l e  i n  Cass County. 

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir shou ld  b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  
is  a t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  I n t e r v i e w e r ,  
n a r r a t o r  and e d i t o r  sought  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  Informal,  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  
s t y l e  that i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e s ,  Sangamon S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  is n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  fac tua l  accuracy of the 
memoir, nor f o r  views expressed  t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  are f o r  the  r e a d e r  
t o  judge. 

The manuscr ip t  may b e  r e a d ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  b e  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, electronic o r  mechanical ,  
w i t h o u t  pe rmiss ion  i n  w r i t i n g  from the O r a l  H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  Illinois, 62708. 
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Ivan  Baxte r ,  Cass County, February 6 ,  1973. 

P la r jo r ie  T a y l o r ,  I n t e r v i e w e r .  

A. J u s t  Ivan  Xaxter i s  all.. Nothing to g e t  excited a b o u t ,  No, the 
thing t h a t  l % e  noted  and what s t u d i e s  I 've  had,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t h e  
Sangamon Val ley ,  i s  the  way t h e  p i o n e e r s  came in i n  f a m i l i e s .  They 
d i d n ' t  t o  l i k e  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  West s t a r t e d ,  the men o n l y  going.  
And p robab ly  t h a t  i s  why the  West went wi ld .  (Laughter)  And canmencing 
a t  t h e  eastern p a r t  of t h e  county towards Menard County, t h e y  came i n  
t h e r e  l a r g e l y  from s o u t h e r n  states l i k e  Kentucky and Tennessee. Large ly  
we unders tand because  i n  a  c o u n t r y  where there were slaves free l a b o r  h a s  
no chance,  And they had come there  j u s t  t o  get  o u t  of slave t e r r i t o r y ,  
And of c o u r s e ,  the covered wagon t h a t  you used t o  h e a r  about  s o  much Fn 
t h e  West, t h a t ' s  t h e  way they came. And t h e  f i r s t  families r i g h t  nexr t o  
t h e  county l i n e  was Lynn, Will iam Lynn. They must have ga t  i n  h e r e  i n  
t h e  1830's.  And as far  as I can f i n d  o u t  t h e r e  were t w o  sons t h a t  I ' v e  
heard about .  Timothy and a John. And t h e r e  was a t i m e  that that 
community known as the Lynn com~nunity must have had c lose  t o  a hundred 
i n h a b i t a n t s  and today  I d o n ' t  believe--as I unders tand  i t  today there 's  
just one f a m i l y  there by the  name of Lynn, And t h e n  on w e s t  a n o t h e r  
group came i n  t h e r e  from t h e  South,  e i t he r  Kentucky o r  Tennessee ,  t h e  
Dick family .  There were  f i v e  boys and I th ink  f o u r  g i r l s  a l l  came by 
covered wagon. And t h e y  s e t t l e d  i n  a row up and dawn the roadway there--  
what w e  know now as  a road from C h a n d l e r v i l l e  t o  Oakford--just one r i g h t  
a f t e r  t h e  a ther .  And t h a t  f ami ly  the re - - the re ' s  ve ry  f e w  of them l e f t  a t  
a l l  by t h a t  name, T h a t ' s  the  s t r a n g e  t h i n g  about  i t  how t h o s e  f a m i l i e s ,  
t h e  name a t  l e a s t ,  d i e s  o u t .  Then, of  c o u r s e  f know t h e  d o c t o r ,  Chandler ,  
i n  C h a n d l e r v i l l e  about  1836, supposed t o  been t h e  t ime  that h e  came up 
there i r o n  Beardstown. Then on f a r t h e r  west there w a s  t h e  P l a s t e r  family 
i n  t h e  neighborhood of where Live S p r i n g s  School i s  now. It w a s  a Thomas 
Plas ter  and his Eather .  H i s  f a t h e r  w a s  known as Thomas P l a s t e r ,  S r ,  and 
t h i s  Thomas P l a s t e r ,  Jr. w a s  the  one t h a t  we're i n t e r e s t e d  in .  And he 
had a b r o t h e r  by the name o f  Lemon. And Lemon Plaster was t h e  f i rs t  
t r a d e r  of t h i s  county.  T h i s  county was formed i n  1837 o u t  of Morgan 
County. And this Thomas P l a s t e r ,  h e %  g o t  some descenden ts  today.  The 
Lee Johnson family .  You know t h e m  of course, H i s  son,  t h i s  Thomas 
P l a s t e r ' s  son was J e p t h a  P l a s t e r .  And one of t h e  d a u g h t e r s  was Mrs. 
Richard Johnson. I remember both--Jep P l a s t e r  and Dick Johnson, And 
t h e n  coming on f a r t h e r  west  t h e  F i e l d e n  f a m i l y  was coming In.  A f a m l l y  
o f  about ,  as L know, of  about  a t  l e a s t  three boys and maybe three g i r l s .  
And they  brought  t h e i r  f a t h e r  and t h e i r  grandfather  w i t h  them. And t h e  
o l d  cemetery t h e r e  t h a t  used t o  be known a s  the Raxte r  P l a c e ,  is  what 
t h e y  c a l l  the  F i e l d e n  Cemetery, P i e l d e n  Graveyard. And the re ' s  a 
tombstone t h e r e  of a man t ha t  d i e d ,  John F i e l d e n ,  1844, and he was 84 
y e a r s  o l d .  H e  was born i n  1760. A man l i k e  t h a t  would remember the 
American Revolu t ion  and t h e  French Revolu t ion  and Napoleon. l t f s  s o r r  of 
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a remarkable  t h i n g  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  somebody a b s o l u t e l y  b u r i e d  i n  
this c o u n t r y  t h a t  cou ld  remember a l l  t h a t .  The F l e l d e n s  that 1 know of 
a t  a l l ,  these was a John F i e l d e n  among t h e  b r o t h e r s ,  and a Robert  Fielden 
and a James Fielden. T h e i r  f a the r  was a James F ie lden ,  S r .  And t h e n  
rhere were some g i r l s .  One they c a l l e d  Aunt B e t t y  and I b e l i e v e  i 2  was 
J o e  Clegg 's  mother  i f  I'm n o t  mistaken.  And then on f a r t h e r  west, t h e  
T a y l o r s  commenced t o  come i n .  And t h e y  d i d n k  s e t t l e  i n  a group d o m  i n  
t h e  v a l l e y  l i k e  t h e  rest of them d i d .  They were more s c a t t e r e d .  And as 
1 unders tand  r h e r e  were  seven  b r o t h e r s  thar got h e r e .  ~ k a t ' s  what I 
h e a r .  And I b e l i e v e  one g i r l .  And t h e y  s e t t l e d  up and down here and 
these  b u t  not i n  a compact line l i k e  t h e  rest o f  t h e m  d id .  And t h e n  
I Iershal  Favre Wilson's g r a n d f a t h e r  was a Jeremiah Bowen, and h e  s e t t l e d  
there  where B e r s a l  Wilson l i v e d .  He was over  here very ear ly  roo. He 
w a s  in here--well, in  the t h i r t i e s  I think, 1830's. And the  Borrom 
f a m i l y ,  t h e y  were a n o t h e r  group t h a t  came i n  h e r e  and s e t t l e d  i n  rows 
r i g h t  next la Hickory Church. It seemed t h a t  t h e  father of the bunch w a s  
named Benjamin and he l i v e d  i n  the house t h e r e  j u s t  e a s t  of Hickory 
Church, f i r s t  house, And t h e n  s t a r t i n g  there Alvey Horrorn was one of t h e  
b r o t h e r s .  And Cyrus Horrom and Leeman Norrom and a Hiram Rorrum. Hiram 
Horrom l i v e d  back s o u t h  i n  t h e  h i l l s  somewhere and Leernan Horrorn l i v e d  
down i n  t h e  v a l l e y  on what we c a l l  the North Raad. And then going on 
G E S ~  t he  Carr f a m i l y .  They came i n  very ear ly ,  They settled up and down 
t h e  v a l l e y  t o o  b u t  t h e y  had n e a r l y  a l l  d i sappeared  by t h e  t i m e  I can 
remember. And the Dave Carr tha t  we knew w a s  Dave Car r ,  Jr ,  H i s  f a t h e r ,  
Dave C a r r  S r . ,  was one of the bunch of seven.  And t h e  remarkable t h h g  
about  it is  t o o  that - - the  t h i n g  t h a t  we ought t o  t a k e  a lesson  from i s  
the  c i rcumstances  t h e y  had t o  live when t h e y  g o t  h e r e .  They probably had 
t o  even camp some way. They could  b u i l d  them some kind of a house ,  And 
i t  w a s  nea r ly  always l o g s .  It was i n  a l o t  of p l a c e s .  And t h e n  what w a s  
afterwards t h e y  c a l l e d  shacks, known as shacks .  And a n o t h e r  fami ly  t h a t  
was v e r y  remarkable i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h a t  community down w e s t  of 
C h a n d l e r v i l l e  was the  Briar fami ly .  There were f i v e  b r o t h e r s  and f o u r  
s i s t e r s  t ha t  migra ted  i n  there f r o m  somewhere, I th ink  from Beardstown. 
And I believe probably  came d o m  t h e  Ohio River  and up t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  
and I l l i n o i s  River. And t h e y  were commencing t o  come i n  r h e r e  b e f o r e  
1840.  And I remember o n l y  one of t h e  group.  as long as 1 can ternember 
myse l f ,  and that was a Joe Rriar. Now t h en  t h e  population a t  Beardstown 
i.s a n o t h e r  remarkable t h i n g .  It w a s  v e r y  l a r g e l y  settled by Germans. 
And I'm of a v e r y  good r e a s o n  t o  t h ink  t h a t  t h e y  came t o  New Orleans and 
up the  M i s s i s s i p p i  R iver  and I l l i n o i s .  I'm p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t ' s  t he  way 
t h e y  came. T know my grandmother--she g a t  h e r e  i n  1845 w i t h  two sisters. 
And t h e y  were e l e v e n  weeks c ros s ing .  S a i l b o a t .  And I don ' t  t h l n k  t h e r e  
was any o the r  way they  cou ld  g e t  here a t  a l l  excep t  to come up t h o s e  
r ivers  and that way. I knew a man by  the name of Eichenauer .  And he 
t o l d  m e  thar h i s  f a t h e r  came over  d u r i n g  the  C i v i l  War and was s topped  a t  
Hew Or leans  by t h e  Confedera tes  and b i l l e d  i n  t h e  Confederate Army, 1 
t h i n k  h i s  name w a s  W i l l  E ichenauer  t o l d  m e  t h a t ,  And t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  
how t h e y  g o t  h e r e .  That" about  t h e  b e s t  evidence we've go t .  Well, I 
d o n ' t  know, Beardstown, of course--the f i r s t  man i n  t h e s e  was a man by 
t h e  name of Beard and 1 unders tand  that r e a l l y  h i s  name was Bai rd ,  
R-A-I-11-D. lie was i n  here around 1820. P r a c t i c a l l y  a wi ld  and 
a b s o l u t e l y  uninhabited c o u n t r y .  And h e  was w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s  t h a r  l i v e d  
up the  r i v e r  from Beardstown f o r  a while. And then the Geman p o p u l a t i o n  
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s p r e a d  all over  t h a t  end of the county and up t h e  v a l l e y ,  I believe as 
far  as Sudhrinks.  And my own g r a n d f a t h e r  came a f t e r  t h e  Civi l  War up t o  
where the Baxte r  f a m i l y  l i v e d  a f t e r w a r d s .  You want any q u e s t i o n s  to ask? 

Q. Oh, L Q  l i k e  f o r  you t o  t e l l  about  some of y a w  e x p e r i e n c e s  in t he  
c o u n t r y  schools .  

A. Well, my f i r s t  s c h o o l i n g  w a s  a t  Hickory.  1 s t a r t e d  I n  1895, I 
d i d n ' t  s t a r t  u n t i l  I was seven.  It was a long ways t o  s c h o o l  walking 
t h o s e  t w o  miles. And 1 d i d n ' t  belong t o  that district. I belonged 
r e a l l y  t o  L ive  Spr ings  b u t  because I knew t h e  peop le  d o m  r h e r e ,  they g o t  
p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  m e  t o  go t o  Hickory.  And my f i r s t  t e a c h e r  was E l l a  
Wilson. She" f rom V i r g i n i a .  She t a u g h t  t h e r e  two years, 'Now t h e n ,  
some of t h e  pupils--one of them w a s  O l l i e  Reed. They l ived a c r o s s  the  
road from wherc John T a y l o r ' s  place i s ,  r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  road,  And 
f a r t h e r  down, J o h n d i e  and A l l t e  Taylor--they both went. And Bar ry  D a i l y .  
And Ber tha  Horrom, F red  Borrom, and Roy ~ o r r o m - - t h a t ' s  ~ l v e y ' s  boy. And 
Clrace Horrom--that's a n o t h e r  one-- that ' s  Alvey's  daughter .  And W i l l i e  
Schaad, Frank Schaad.  And on dawn west  oE t h e  church Barry  Carr and an 
Ollie Carr. 1 thFnk he was a nephew of Dave Carr's, And on far ther  
down, Crafton--Mabel Cra f ton .  And In and Emma Jump. And a f t e r  Hickory 
Church a Maude and a Claude  Hunt.  And an Earl down f a r t h e r  w e s t ,  a n  E a r l  
Carr who was a b ro the r  of t h i s  O l l i e  Carr. And V e l d a  Kendall .  Edna 
Kendal l .  And S m i t h ,  a L u i s  S m i t h  and a Fannie  Smith, They both went 
there,  And I t h i n k  that--Miss Ainswurth--I t h i n k  she  went there the 
f i r s t  year.  There were s e v e r a l  of them that just went t h e r e  one y e a r  and 
then t h e y  e i t h e r  went t o  C h a n d l e r v i l l e  Nigh School o r  dropped our  
a l t o g e t h e r  o r  went t o  some c o l l e g e  somewhere. And my second teacher w a s  
Emma Suffern.  My father b e l i e v e d  i n  d i s c i p l i n e  bu t  n o t  t h e  k ind  of 
d l s c i p l h e  s h e  p u t  across. So my f a t h e r  decided I cou ld  go t o  where I 
belonged. Well, I went f i ve  y e a r s  t o  L i v e  Spr ings ,  And I was gone seven 
y e a r s  and when T g o t  back Emma S u f f e r n  w a s  still a t  Hickory.  A t  Live 
S p r i n g s  1 went five years t h e r e ,  t h r e e  t o  C h a r l i e  Dollow, and one t o  a 
woman by the name o f  Miles. I be l i eve  h e r  name w a s  Amelia, And my las t  
t e a c h e r  was Floyd Crawford. 1 t o o k  my f i n a l  examinat ions  and was 
supposed t o  be a b l e  t o  go t o  h i g h  school .  And the  c h i l d r e n  t h e r e  
beg inn ing  next t o  wherc w e  l i v e d  t h e r e ,  where Dave F i e l d e n ' s  p l a c e  i s ,  
Henry F ie lden .  And then H a r r y  F i e l d e n  and Iaa, Blanche,  Wil1.y. F i n a l l y  
N e l l i e  F i e l d e n ,  now N e l l i e  Kirchner. A J F  Johnson, Lloyd .Johnson, Roscoe 
R i r c h n c r ,  Maggie T a y l o r ,  Mabel Tay lor .  A n d  then o u t  of the h i l l s  there 
were Hardins, B a s t s ,  Armstrongs--a whole bushe l sack  o f  Armstroags. 
Baxrer Armstrong's  f a m i l y  and Bob Armstrong. Fred Wing and Myrtis Wing. 
And a woman by t h e  name of Bevier t h a t  l i v e d  i n  a house a c r o s s  from where 
Lee Johnson l ives  now. They come from the o l d  o r i g i n a l  James Wing f a m i l y  
t h a t  was i n  t h e r e  b e f o r e  the e l e c t i o n  of 1837. And t h e r e  was t h r e e  
g e n e r a t i o n s  by the name of J a m e s .  J a m e s  Wing. 1 b e l i e v e  that" a l l  f 
can th ink  of now i n  t h e  way of p u p i l s  that went t o  schoo l  there. 

Q. Do you remember back t o  s i n g i n g  schools?  

Q. Sing ing  schools .  
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A, W e l l .  . , 
Q Your father had one. 

A. Oh yes .  Well, a t  Hickory Church my f a t h e r  had a s i n g i n g  s c h o o l  
there. Now he was a man who had never  s t u d i e d  any music a t  a l l ,  t h a t  i s  
i n  any kind of schoo l ing .  A b o r n  mus ic ian ,  A good many of t h e  o lde r  
people  up i n  t h e i r  twent ies  and t h i r t i e s  that sang there when I: f irst  
went t h e r e  had been t a u g h t  by h b .  They l e a r n e d  t o  s ing  from his 
teaching.  

Q. Now can you th ink  of any th ing  e l s e  you ought  t o  p u t  i n ?  Do you 
remember some of t h e  p r e a c h e r s ?  

A. O h  yes.  The f i r s t  p r e a c h e r  was a John Waggonef. There was a 
Cumberland P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church there. B e ' s  t h e  f i r s t  one L remember. 
And he had one boy, Andrew E c l l .  And L know I w a s  rin the  f r o n t  s e a t  
t h e r e ,  front pew,  and he g o t  mad a t  me about  something, Must have 
s lapped  m e  in the face w i t h  h i s  ha t .  And his fa ther  came down and 
s t o p p e d  him. And then the  nex t  one w a s  a man by t h e  name of ZiegLer. I 
d o n ' t  know how long  he w a s  there. And then a fami ly  by the  name u f  
Wilson. 

Q. Where d i d  t h i s  M r .  Z i e g l e r  come from? 

A. I d o n ' t  know* H e  w a s  a s i n g l e  man. Now a n o t h e r  t h i n g  I f o r g a t  about  
t h e  t e a c h e r s .  Now the t e a c h e r s  t h a t  were a t  the  school. t h e r e  whi le  I w a s  
there  boarded a t  t h a t  parsonage. And ~ i l s o n ' s  f ami ly  was t h e  last--no, 
the  S h a e f f e r s  were in afterwards. A man by the name of Shaeffer was 
e b e r c  when we l e f t  this count ry  i n  1904.  

Q. Now t e l l  about your  own e d u c a t i o n a l  background. 1 want you t o  t e l l  
ehar .  Make t h e  record complete .  

A. Well . . . 
Q. Don't  be modest about  i t  now. 

A. I went f o r  n i n e  years t o  those t w o  sclmols, and in 1904 when I w a s  
s i x t e e n  my f a t h e r  had lung  t r o u b l e  and had been t o l d  t h a t  i t  was TB. And 
so  he had d e t e r m i n e d  on my going t o  some s o u t h e r n  school .  And we were 
going to someplace f i r s t  i n  Tennessee.  And then when he had this TB 
thought  we could go t o  Texas. Be knew of Baylor U n i v e r s i t y .  Well, we 
moved down r h e r e  and I had t o  s t a r t  out i n  what i s  t h e  same as a high 
s c h o o l  course .  In Texas the  h igh  school  was only three y e a r s ,  Well., 1 
.took those  three years $11 two years by going t o  two summer schools .  And 
then i n  c o l l e g e  t h e  r e g u l a r  f o u r  y e a r s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  an odd specialty of 
mine, 1 don? know why I g o t  a long i n  mathematits and s c i e n c e s  f a i r l y  
well. Rut the s t r a n g e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  anybody cou ld  say  they g a t  a long  
be t te r  i n  was Greek and La t in  languages .  Seems odd t o  most people.  I 
d o n ' t  know why. I j u s t  took  t o  rhem. And always had t h e  be t te r  g r a d e s  
i n  them t h a n  any th ing  else. And t h e n  a f t e r  I gradua ted  from r h e r e ,  I had 
a s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  Brown U n i v e r s i t y .  It was d o t  by cornperit ion.  Anybody 
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t h a t  wanted t o  go cou ld  pu t  i n  t h e i r  name and the  f a c u l t y  would d e c i d e  on 
who could  go and f happened to be t h e  one. W e l l ,  I went t he re  in 1910 
and 1911. One y e a r  and had a d e g r e e  from t h e r e .  

Q. Then you taugh t .  

A. Wel l ,  I t a u g h t  a coup le  of y e a r s  and found ou t  I wasn ' t  c u t  o u t  f o r  
it. And they  pay a reacher about  e i g h t  o r  nine hundred d o l l a r s  a y e a r  
and expec t  them t o  go t o  s c h o o l  every  o t h e r  year  somewhere. And I found 
out  t h a t  t e e n a g e r s  w e r e n ' t  i n  my l i n e .  So I j u s t  q u i t .  ( l a u g h t e r )  I 
f o r g o t  t o  mention t h o s e  f a m i l i e s  that were i n  the n o r t h  and east end of 
t h e  county.  One of them w a s  a man by r h e  name of Hash, The man t h a t  1 
knew--I knew hLm around 1900--was c l o s e  60 n i n e t y  y e a r s  o l d  and he lived 
t h e r e  where Lee Johnson does  now. And h e  had come from t h e  e a s t  end o f  
t h e  county and h i s  f a t h e r  was a P h i l l i p  Hash. Had a boy, he played w i t h  
I n d i a n  boys i n  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  county.  And h e  l i v e d  up a t  t h e  east end 
of t h e  county and f i n a l l y  where I knew him as a very o l d  man, And h i s  
daughte r  m a r r i e d  Ben Bowman. And E a r l  R r l a r ' s  g r a n d f a t h e r  was Ben 
Bowman. So you see these firiass are descended from the o l d  Zachar iah  
Bash  was h i s  name. They c a l l e d  him Zach. And h e  was a  s a m p l e  of a 
genu ine  p i o n e e r  i f  t h e  county e v e r  had one. O f  course ,  as far as t h a t ' s  
concerned I c o n s i d e r  t h e m  more o r  less h e r o s  because  of t h e  way t h e y  had 
t o  l i v e  when they g o t  here. And t h e  c i rcumstances  t h e y  w e r e  up against. 
No t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a t  a l l  excep t  by waterway. That 's why Beards town 
became a c i t y  f o r  a w h i l e  l a r g e r  t h a n  Chicago. They had a packing house 
t h e r e  and had a d i s t i l l e r y  there. The b o a t s ,  t h e  r i v e r ,  of course, w a s  
the  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  And now you take t h e  r a i l w a y  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  first one  
e v e r  i n  t h e  county a t  a l l  was t h e  one t h a t  r an  through C h a n d l e r v i l l e  and 
V i r g i n i a  t o  J a c k s o n v i l l e  from Mason County. They called i t  the I l l i n o i s  
Rtver R a i l r o a d .  And tt was s t a r t e d  i n  1858 and a p p a r e n t l y  was n o t  done 
in time to g e t  the s a l d i e r s  i n  the C i v i l  War up t o  V i rg in i a  t o  go aver t o  
Camp B u t l e r .  Because they  went o t h e r w i s e  accord ing  t o  what I r e a d  i n  
s o m e  a r t i c l e s .  And t h e  R & O ,  i t  d i d n ' t  come through u n t i l  i n  t h e  
seventies. So t h a t  meant t h e y  had  t o  march t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  t o  Camp Butler .  
And w e  were talking about the P l a s t e r s .  Thomas P l a s t e r - I  found a paper  
t h a t  showed t h a t  h e  was one rime a t r e a s u r e r  of t h a t  r a i l r o a d .  Seemed a 
l i t t l e  s t r a n g e  t h a t  a fa rmer  shou ld  be,  a s  an a c t i v e  farmer, shou ld  be a 
t r e a s u r e r  of a r a i l r o a d .  O f  c o u r s e ,  a r a i l r o a d  was something t h e y  were 
v e r y  anx ious  t o  have.  And u s u a l l y  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  it, the right-of-way, 
was g iven  t o  t h s  r a i l r o a d  with t he  unders tand ing  that i f  r h e  r a i l r o a d  
d i d n h  go o r  q u i t  i t  would go back t o  t h e  l and .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  was--in 
my rnexnory f o r  a  long  the--was one of t h e  busy r a i l r o a d s  we  had. They 
had one time w e n  kind of a f l i e r  on i t .  I w a s  a t  a commencement he ld  i n  
C h a n d l e r v i l l e  one t ime  as a boy and i t  was he ld  i n  some kind of a b u i l d i n g  
r i g h t  by t h e  r a i l r o a d  and t h e r e  was a t r a i n  came through t h e s e  northbound 
a t  n i g h t ,  Had a night t r a i n .  The way t h i n g s  r a n  t h e n  f o r  a long rime 
there was a passenger t r a l n  two ways each day, And always a big f r e f g h t  
s e r v i c e ,  s imply because  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  left the  town and came i n t o  t h e  
t o w n  p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y t h i n g  had t o  come hy r a l l .  And a 3 1  the goods t h a t  
came i n  of course .  And of c o u r s e  fa rmers  might b r ing  i n  some produce b u t  
i t  d i d n ' t  amount r o  a n y t h i n g  like what t h e  r a i l r o a d  could  do4 Of c o u r s e  
t h a t  shows why, w i t h  t h e  automobi le  and t h e  t r u c k  coming a long ,  t h a t ' s  
why the  r a i l r o a d s ,  a l o t  of them j u s - t  s imply d i e d ,  There  was no o t h e r  
e x p l a n a t i o n  about  i t. 
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Q .  Well, l e t ' s  h e a r  about  your m l l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  

A. Well, t h a t  was on ly  a v e r y  s h o r t  a f f a i r .  Went t o  camp t h e  first of 
May 1918. And g o t  over i n t o  England i n  August and then over i n t o  France.  
And we  were i n  France i n  September because  my b i r t h d a y  is t h e  middle  of 
September .  And t r a i n e d  as Eas t  as w e  could .  That w a s  the g r e a t  t r o u b l e  
w i t h  t h a t  war--there wasn't t ime  enough f o r  the  boys t o  r e a l l y  t rain.  
And f i n a l l y  l anded  over--before t h e  war was over  we were way o v e r  i n  
eastern France n o t  f a r  from t h e  Swiss border .  My company s a w  some t r e n c h  
warfare. 1 d i d n ?  myself  because ~ ' d  been sent back i n  i n t e r i o r  on 
de tached  s e r v i c e s  t h e y  c a l l e d  i t .  And t h e y  went i n t o  t h e  trenches w h i l e  
I was t h e r e  and my f i r s t  c a p t a i n  was k i l l e d  i n  a l i t t l e  o l d  a f fa i r  t h a t  
d i d n ' t  amount t o  v e r y  much. And of c o u r s e  the t h i n g  t h a t  no World War X 
v e t e r a n  w i l l  ever f o r g e t  i s  the  f a c t  t h a t  we  had t o  s t a y  over  t h e r e  a l l  
w i n t e r  w i t h  no h i n t  a t  a l l  as t o  when we  were expected t o  come home. And 
a c o n s t a n t  every  day e ight-hour  d r i l l  of some d e s c r i p t i o n  o r  o t h e r .  
W e l l ,  l u c k  was w i t h  me a g a i n  because t h e r e  was a b u l l e t i n  board--on ou r  
b u l l e t i n  hoard one n i g h t  t h e r e  was an announcement t h a t  if any of u s  
thought  we  could  q u a l i f y  t o  go t o  B r i t i s h  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  hand o u r  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  i n  t o  the  t o p  s e r g e a n t .  Well ,  I d i d  t h a t  and on t h e  22nd 
day of February,  w h y  I was n o t l f i e d  I w a s  go ing  t o  England. Well, we g o t  
i n t o  England about  t h e  last of February.  And of c o u r s e ,  I myself had 
been o u t  of schoo l  f o r  abou t  e i g h t  y e a r s ,  close t o  i t .  I d i d n ' t  case 
where I went. So t h e y  s e n t  m e  t o  a u n i v e r s i t y  on the w e s t e r n  c o a s t  of  
Wales. The name of t h e  town, O f  c o u r s e  that means 
t h e  mouth of t he  East River .  T h a t ' s  what the word 

- means i n  Welsh. It w a s  a good school t h e r e .  And I took a 
few subjects--we w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  b u t  three months--that 's  a l l  w e  were 
there.  And boarded us  w i t h  p r i v a t e  f a m i l i e s .  No d r i l l i n g .  Saw your 
o f f i c e r ,  of c o u r s e ,  you s a l u t e d  your o f f i c e r s - - t h a t  was a l l  r i g h t  as long 
as t h e y  d i d n ' t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  t o  us .  And I g a t  home then--my company 
had--the Tnvasion had l e f t  t h e r e  i n  May and g o t  home. O f  course, w i t h  as 
i t  made no difference because we wasn ' t  having a hard life anyway, We 
g a t  hack i n  August 1919. Not q u i t e  a l l  t o l d  one year so-cal led  s e r v i c e .  

A l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  about Baylor  U n i v e r s i t y .  I g0.t down there  i n  1904. And 
t h e  whole t ime  1 w a s  t h e r e  there w e r e  on ly  f o u r  b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  campus. 
And n e a r  a town t h e r e  were two b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  t h e y  had f o r  do rmi to r i e s  
f o r  men. And a t  t h a t  t ime-- there ' s  one thing we've g o t  to remember that 
Texas owes a whole l o t  of  what ' s  happened dawn t h e r e  to the o i l .  The 
o n l y  o i l  t h a t  was down t h e r e  when 1 w a s  there w a s  a t  Beaumont* And af ter  
t h a t ,  as we know, i t ' s  spread  p r e t t y  n e a r  over  the whole s t a t e .  And t h a r  
must be t h e  s o u r c e  of a l l  t h a t "  happened-a lot h a s  happened since. 
Anyway about  s i x  o r  eight y e a r s  ago I g o t  a  l i t t l e  cu r ious  and I wrote a 
le t ter  and s e n t  i t  t o  the r e g i s t r a r  of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  And I g o t  a n  
answer back from the on ly  f a c u l t y  member that was a l i v e .  T h e  r e s t  of 
them of c o u r s e  gone. And he s e n t  me a  c a t a l o g  add an a e r i a l  view o f  the  
campus. Now t h e n ,  i n s t e a d  05 t he  f o u r  b u i l d i n g s  there a r e  more than 
t h i r t y .  And a t  the t i m e  I was t h e r e ,  Texas was a kind of a--1'11 c a l l  i t  
a harsh land.  An awful  d rought -h i t  c o u n t r y ,  and c o t t o n  and c a t t l e  w e r e  
j u s t  about  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s .  And peop le  would come these o u t  o f  t h a t  
c o t t o n  coun t ry  and maybe even work f o r  t h e i r  board.  I knew two o r  t h r e e  
t ha t  carried laundry  f o r  a l aundry  there.  h d  o t h e r  j o b s  t h a r  t h e y  cou ld  
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g e t *  Matter of f ac t  one of my very b e s t  friends t h a t  I had down there-- 
he's a preacher now--he carried c l o t h e s  Eor h i s  board.  And there was 
a n o t h e r  preacher there t h a t  w a s  36 and I was 18 and wc s t u d i e d  Creek 
t o g e t h e r .  And he had a coup le  of smal l  churches ,  and there were several 
o t h e r  m e n  who w e r e  preachers going t o  schoo l  r h e r e .  And a Tot of them 
had churches  somewhere. The whole t h ing ,  of cou r se ,  j u s t  goes t o  show 
how t h i n g s  can c o n t i n u e  tn s p i t e  of a11 s o r t s  of hand icaps .  They always 
had a ha rd  time t o  keep i t  going w i t h  l e s s  than a thousand s t u d e n t s  when 
I was there .  And i t ' s  a good sample of what cad be done even when peop le  
are poor and having a hard time t o  g e t  along--sometimes I wonder i f  t h e y  
d o n ' t  make b e t t e r  when they have i t  t h a t  way than l i k e  we have it  now. 
T h e i r  f o o t b a l l  team h a s  been now and then f a i r l y  famous, In t h o s e  d a y s  
i t  wasn ' t .  And of course t h e  whole time was a very f r u i t f u l  t i m e  as f a r  
as I w a s  concerned.  

T e l l  about  May and w h a t  s h e  s t u d i e d .  

A, Sis ter  May, she was n e v e r  tn very good h e a l t h  even there and she w a s  
mainly  a musician. She g o t  to be q u i t e  a musician and t 'ha,t was j u s t  
about  a l l  she took.  

(1. Didn ' t  she want t o  t a k e  a r t  and your  f a t h e r  thought no woman should 
s t u d y  a r t ?  Wasn't there a s t o r y  about  t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  no, No, she had no desire f o r  that .  

Q. Oh. I d o n ' t  know where I g u t  t h a t  i d e a .  That was wrong then. 

A. No, n o ,  she d i d n ' t  have any d e s i r e  f o r  t h a t  a t  all. 

Q. Give t h e  name of your s treet  address  i n  Baylor--at Waco, 

A, Seventeen e i g h t e e n  South 7 th .  

Q. That% j u s t  o f f  o f  John? 

A. What? 

(2. That's j u s t  o f f  t h a t  John S , t r e e t  Baptist Church, isn't tit? 

A. Yes. The church w a s  7 th  and James. 

Q ,  Oh, James. I g o t  t h e  wrong a p o s t l e  t h a t  t i m e .  

A, Seventh and James is  what they c a l l e d  t h e  church. It w a s  j u s t  a 
l i t t l e  o l d  frame a f f a i r  when I g o t  there and i n s i d e  of abou t  f i v e  years 
they b u i l t  a p r e t t y  good-looking church.  I l i v e d  down t h e r e ,  a p r o f e s s o r  
of mathematics--a Ph.D. now--on one s i d e  and t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  the p r e a c h e r .  
And t h i s  mathematics . . . 

End of Tape One 
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