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This m u s c r i p t  is the  product of a tape-recorded interview corklucted 

by Leslie Leamons f o r  the &a1 Hlstory Orfice on k c h  1, 1972. Daniel 

Horton edited the t ranscr ipt .  

Walter &-dt was born i n  Logan County, 12linois.  His parents had 

kmipa ted  to the United States  f ~ o m  Gemnany and he learned t o  speak 

G e m  as a boy, D u r i n g  World War 11 M r .  Bamhxdt served i n  the  

U. S. Army, first i n  the  Pacific wsd Later as an interpreter  h a 

prisoner of war camp i n  Michigan. As an American of German descent 

Mr. B a W t  was Tnterested i n  the  reaction of Amwicans t o  Gemmy 

and G e m - m i c a s  d w b g  the years of World War 11. 

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a 

transc~ipt of the spoken word, ard that the interviewer, msator  and 

edi tor  sought t o  preserve the i n f o m l ,  conversational s ty l e  that i s  

inherent In such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not 

responsible f o r  the factual accuracy of the memoir,  nor f a r  views ex- 

pressed therein; these are f o r  the  reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and ci ted f iee ly .  It m y  not be 

reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic o~ mechanfcal, 

without permission i n  writing from the Oral His toq  Office, S m g m n  

Sta t e  University , Springfield , I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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&CLter BawnZladt, l b ~ c h  1, 1972, Rochester, I l l i no i s .  

Leslie Leamons, Lntervieww, 

4,. How long have you lived in Springfield? 

A. Since 1945 when I got out of the &my. In the Rochester area, 

east of Sprhgf ie ld .  

&. Where did you l ive  before that? 

hgan  County, Illinois. In  the town of Mt. Pulaskl. 

Q, Mhen did your Tarnjly come to the United States? 

A. My fathes came i n  1910 and my mother came in 1897. 

$. Did they come over *om Germany? 

&. Do you remember <my of the G e m  res taxants  mound town i n  

the pre-war period, pre-11Sorld War II? 

A. No. They had one of thm, but there w e  more G e m  restaurants 

now, s h c e  the Wn, than there was beSore the Ww. 

Q Do you remember any special ones then? 

A, I don't remember what the name was, I l aow the G e m  menu.that 

they had. 
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Walter Ba,umhardt 2 

13,. I was just wondering where they were and perhaps whak they served. 

A. Well, I wasn't too well acquainted z o m d  Springfield before the  

War, j u s t  after the War when I l ived nemby. 

&. Do you r e c a l l  your feelings toward Germany just before we de- 

clared w ~ ?  

A. Well, just before we declared m, I was already i n  the Army, 

but we kind of watched the  progress of the war starting in 1939. We 

were amazed as everyone else at what  a powerfil war n~chine  that they 

had built up, and how they went through Fmnce with such ease, In a 

few weeks,whepe i n  the other w a r ,  World War I, it took four yeam 

and they s t i l l  l o s t  it. My father ,  he was qufte interested in it and 

was astonished as t o  how the war turned out,  

Q. What m e  your ca r l i e s t  recollections of Adolf Hitler? 

A. Well, that was I guess around 1933 o r  a few yews beyore that, 

we read about it i n  the papers-how he had come t o  power in 1933. 

Later on, we lewned how at first he r ea l ly  helped the  G e m s ;  there 

was a l o t  of memploynent and beggars i n  the street, and he put people 

to wo&, took the bepgms off the s t r ee t ,  made every f a c t o q  that em- 

ployed ten persons, f o r  every ten persons employed they had t o  take 

one unmployed war veteran t b t  was on relief and put him to tuork. 

So everyone had a job and then everyone had money and they started 

being able t o  eat  bet ter ;  but all the time he was bullding up a war  

machlne and ,gadually drafting the population Yor the army. Of course, 

they didn' t  seem t o  care because they had always wanted to have an- 

othel? army, I guess. 
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Walter Bamkmdt 3 

Q. Do you recall amythiw about the organization called the Bund? 

A. \Jell, we didn't &VC any down here that I know of, but theye were 

quite  a few up mound C h i c ~ o ,  and Milwaukee had a very large Bmd. 

3: remember readiw about and s e e i w  pictures of them. They had t h e b  

G e m  swastika flaas and they wore swastika ambands, had p o l i t i c a l  

meetings and. get-togethers. 'They made big organizational efforts. 

&. k J h a t  were your f ee l i rgs  toward the Bund? 

A.  We didn't pay any at tent ion to it. They weren't here, they 

were up there, and we dj.dnft real ly think much about it. 

Q. What were you?? feeling concerning Gemany dur ing  the War? You 

said you were in the w. 

A. Yes, I was  overseas durinp; It. Like I say, I was i n  the Axmy 

before the wm ever s twted,  and then I was overseas three years. 

I was against the Japanese; we were more worrj-ed [about] what the 

Japs were doing to us than what the  G e m s  were doing. Of course, 

we were on the islands ~2nd there wasn't too much c o m i c a t i o n  with 

the rest of the world really; we just went fman island t o  island. 

All we h e w  was what we read i n  the l i t t l e  newsclippings that came 

tkoup&: how the w a r  was goinp- against the Gemam, how they in- 

vaded Russia, and how they was being driven back. We were more pre- 

occupj.ed with the Japs, at l ea s t  for my pmt , I wax. 1 dontt  know 

how the folks  back home were dohg.  

Q. Do you recal l  your feel-s toward the G e m  people? How did 

you fee l  then? 
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Walter BawnhaJ-dt 4 

A. Well, we had se la t ives  over i n  G e m y  but we had never? seen 

them and, never r ea l ly  heard from them very much. Tn the Wm, we 

was i n  a. big ww, we was nore worrfed about us-our own survival- 

than womying about how the G e m s  were gett i% along over in Elrope. 

A s  for how my folks wcre, they were at home, I don't how. They 

just took it as a matter of course how the war went; they didn't s e m  

t o  get all worked up about whether Gemany was wlming or 1osh-g. 

[I3wl%l World War I there was more fee l i rgs  then than there was i n  

World Wcwl 11. 

Q. A s  a German-American ci t izen,  did you notice  my prejudice of 

any sort towavds you as the w a r  progressed? Ilowttere you t reated by 

people i n  general? 

A. Like 1 says I was in the service, but we used to--of course, 

there was o t h e ~  boys with German names *om W l s c o n s i q m e s  of Schultz 

and S c M d t  <and a l l  that--we used t o  kind of kLd about it once and a 

while. The guys would say, llWell, you could be a spy and we wouldnvt 

even bow it." We just joked about it. Like I say, m o s t  of o w  con- 

cern bas with Japs. As it turned out, l a t e r  on, when I got back to 

the States,  I was i n  a prison camp as an interpreter working with 

the G e m s ,  working with them i n  the force, i n  the factories. 

Q. What were the conditions like there? 

A. In the camp? 

Q. Yes. 

A,. Well, I was the only American that could speak G e m ,  so 1[ was 
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Walter ~au rhmdt  5 

the interpreter. We went t o  work, working G e m s  in the forests,  cut- 

ting t rees down, sawing them up into fkewood t o  be taken t o  the chemical 

plant about forty miles from whevle we wepe stationed, where the fkewood 

was put in to  big burners and made cha~coal  out of them and then the sap m s  

dis t i l l ed  into alcohol and then the charcoal used in the b l a s t  ftlm?ace fos 

making steel. We worked along pre t ty  well. 

I was in chmge of about f o r t y  men in the spring of 1945. f drove a 

truck f i l l ed  with prisoners by myself about forty miles t o  the factory 

and back and for th  and I was a l l  by myself. One prisoner rode in the 

Pant seat with me, he held nyr r i f l e  while 7: drove. We went t o  the 

factory t o  work. Each one had a job t o  do ad they would take off and 

I wouldn't see them u n t i l  dinnertime, then we would eat dinner to get he^ 

in a. railroad shack in the yards and af ter  dinner they would go t o  a 

different place t o  work u n t i l  quitting time. Then I 'd  blow rng whistle 

and we would a l l  get in the truck and go back t o  camp. This went on 

day aRer day, except we didn't work Sundays. 

Q. How wevle most of these prisoners of h m  captured? 

A. A l o t  of them was captured i n  Af'rica; they were with R o m l .  

Then we had prisoners that was captured on the D-Day invasion at 

Cherbourg--mostly Africa and fiance. The othw prisoners were captured 

by the Russians and "ce &it ish  had some, and Canada. %ere were more 

G e m  soldiers, 1 think, in the United States than were American ones 

when I first got here. 

When we got back Porn overseas, the officers told us that when we 

get into camp that there would be G e m s  working there. They'd be 

cooking the food and doing the work and that  sor t  of thfulg, and. not 
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t o  think anything about it because they were soldiers, too, and they 

weye prisoners of honor. One thing I noticed about them, they had 

a l o t  Longer hxk than we almys had. They wore h a b  nets and they 

didn't W e  them get cr~wcuts . 

Then up i n  Michigan, the Finnish--there we a l o t  of Finnish up 

there--they slded in with the Germans. They [were] always throwing 

them ~ i g ~ w e t t e s ,  candy, t h i w s ,  when they would COW to work i n  the 

factory because they, G e m s ,  were fighting the Russians the same as 

Fimfsh people were, so they considered them as being friends. Then 

we took prisoners working i n  nofihern Wisconsin i n  the packing plant 

where they can peas, cherries and vegetables, There was a l o t  of 

girls working i n  the factory that were of G e m  descent and could 

speak G e m .  The prisoners, every momlng before they le f t  the camp, 

they would be a l l  spruced up, with thei r  hair combed nice and every- 

thing to go see the gir ls  at the canning factory. 

I could always speak when we would talk about Germmy. And after 

the  War, a few years ago, I went t o  G e m y  and I visi ted seve~al of 

the pPisoners 1 had in the camp. They were doing pretty good. They 

had a rough gofng after they got back hom~, they said, but afiw about 

five or ten yews they got back on their feet again and were doing 

a l l  ri&t. 

Q. What did yotu: father do when he f i r s t  came here? 

A. He was a stone cutter i n  Gemmy. He came ovw in 1910 at the 

age of th i r ty .  Be cane to this country and worked as a farm hand 
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Walk er Baumhmdt ? 

,md then he got married to 117y mother-she came over when she was 

five years old. They got m i e d  in 1912, then he worked as a farm 

hand anc3 he worked on the railroad for a couple yea-ss, but went 

back to the fm and started f ' a m n i ~  in 1917 on his own. He farmed 

the rest of his life. 

&. Is  that what you were before you went h t o  the Army? 

A. Yes, I was a farm boy. I worked on construction-of course, 

during that t h e  there was the big Depression and there weren't 

I'?;IY~Y jobs, so you worked whese you could. Just before the War 

s t m e d  things stwted t o  get better, building hard roads and w m  

factories Tos the way. was about to start. 

Q. Thank you, very much. 

A. Thatvs okay. 

END OF TAPE 
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