


Preface 

T h i s  manuscr ipt  i s  t h e  p roduc t  of a t a p e  recorded i n t e r v i e w  conducted by 
Henry liussel f o r  the Oral H i s t o r y  Office on October  30, 1980. Linda J e t t  
t r a n s c r i b e d  t h e  tapes and T i m  Jones e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  M r .  B a r t s c h t  
reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

M r .  Hurshel  B a s t s c h r  w a s  born  i n  She ' lbyv i l l e ,  I l . l i n o i s  i n  1913. He i s  a 
r e t i r e d  empl-oyee of t h e  Federa ted  Funeral  D i r e c t o r s  o f  America. M r .  
Bartscht jo ined  t h e  F i r s t  Congregat ional  Church i n  1941.  H e  se rved  as 
genera l  chairman of t h e  new church b u i l d i n g  committee. He has a l s o  
served t h e  church as chairman of t h e  1950 p u l p i t  committee, the Board of 
Deacons, Board of T r u s t e e s  and t h e  New England d i n n e r .  M r .  Bartscht was 
a1 s o  moderator of the church counci l  and Sunday School s u p e r t n t e n d e n t .  
A t  t h e  time t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  w a s  conducted,  he w a s  active i n  t h e  church  
choir .  

Henry Russel i s  an  empl oyee of TI  linois Bell. Tei.ephone. He is  a par t - t ime  
s t u d e n t  a t  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  major ing i n  History. H e  h a s  been 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h i s  own c h u r c h ' s  h i s t o r y  f o r  many years. H e  under took  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  because  he f e l t  t h a t  c a p t u r i n g  h i s  church ' s  h i s t o r y  by do ing  
numerous i n t e r v i e w s  of p e o p l e  whose membership spans a p e r i o d  b e f o r e  the 
f i r e  of 1956 u n t i l  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  wau1.d g i v e  t h e  l i s t e n e r  and r e a d e r  a 
more c m p r e h e d s i v e  view of t h e  t o t a l i t y  of church membership. 

Readers of t h e  oral- h i s t o r y  memoir shou1.d b e a r  i n  mind tha t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n f o r m a l ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
i n h e r e n t  in such  h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e s .  Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  n o t  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the  f a c t u a l  accuracy  of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  views expressed  
there in ;  t h e s e  are f o r  t h e  reader t o  j udge .  

The  manuscr ipt  may be r e a d ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  b e  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  par t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical  
wi thou t  pe rmiss ion  i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  UnSvers i ty ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l . l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Hurshel g a r t s c h t ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  October 30, 1980. 

Henry Russe l ,  I n t e r v i e w e r .  

Q: M r .  R a r t s c h t ,  when d i d  you f i r s t  j o i n  F i r s t  Congrega t iona l  Church? 

: What church had you been a f f i l - i a r e d  w i t h  before t h a t ?  

A: The Thi rd  P re sby te r i an  Church i n  S p r i n g f i e l d .  

Q: Did you know two of our  o t h e r  members a t  Th i rd  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church? 

A: I: k n e w  Harry Byndrnan and c a n ' t  t h ink  of t h e  o t h e r  one. 

Q: Who w a s  the  minister of F i r s t  Congregational.  Church when you f i rs t  
j o i n e d ?  

A: Hudson Pittman. 

Q :  A r e  you ab1.e t o  r e c a l l .  any s p e c i a l  q u a l i t i e s  that he may have possessed  
t h a t  appea led  t o  you? 

A: Well., the t k b g  I remember most abou t  him is t h a t  h e  w a s  t h e  m i n i s t e r  
t h a t  mar r ied  my w i f e  and me.  H e  was a very wonderfu, man and had been  
t h e r e  f o r  a good many years and seemed t o  be  wel.1. 1.iked by everyone.  

Q: Were you and your  w i f e  mar r i ed  a t  t he  First Congregat ional  Church? 

A: Yes, w e  were. 

Q: What y e a r  w a s  t h a t ?  

Q:  In  the  e a r l y  days  of your  membership are t h e r e  some e v e n t s  o r  activities 
that s t a n d  o u t  i n  your  mind as be ing  impor tan t  t o  the  l i f e  o f  t h e  church? 

A: Well, we wenr through s o  many t h i n g s  d u r i n g  those ear1.y years. We 
went through a remodeling program. I w a s  Sunday School  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
f o r  awhile  which was quite e n l i g h t e n i n g  and sang in the  choi r .  Those are 
t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I rerneanbes most a b o u t .  

9: Married c o u p l e s  c lub  w a s  a popula r  group i n  t h e  church.  Did you and 
Ruth bel.ong t o  this group? 
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A: Yes, we did.  

Q:  Were t h e r e  any fun a c t i v i t i e s  i n  which you participated with  t h i s  
group? 

A: Well, they had monthly meetings as I r e c a l l .  We d i d  some very p e c u l i a r  
t h ings ,  played more kind of games down i n  fe l lowship  h a l l ,  c a r ry ing  eggs 
back and f o r t h  and t r y i n g  t o  win  p r i z e s  and s o  on. We had a r e a l  good 
t ime . 
Q :  What were the war years of t h e  f o r t i e s  like i n  t h e  church? 

A: Well, as J r e c a l l  they weren't  any d i f f e r e n t  a s  far as t he  church 
a c t i v i t i e s  were concerned than a t  any o the r  time r e a l l y .  

Q: According t o  church records  i n  1950 you were chairman of t h e  p u l p i t  
c m d t t e e  t h a t  brought Reverend Norman J a n r s  t o  us  from Keene, New Hampshire. 

A: Yes, t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q :  Could you g ive  us  a l i t t l e  background on how p u l p i t  committees a r e  
s e t  up i n  our church and t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ?  

A: Well, 1 t h i n k  they were p r e t t y  much picked by the  congregat ion.  They 
might have had some ou t s ide  h e l p  i n  making t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n .  But t h e i r  
general func t ion  was to con tac t  t he  a r e a  min i s t e r  and t o  get names of 
prospec t ive  men who were looking f o r  a change i n  t h e i r  p u l p i t s .  Then we  
c a r r i e d  on from t h e r e  and had in te rv iews  wi th  these  men, O f  course yau 
screened them first a s  f a r  a s  you could and then  g e t t i n g  it down t o  maybe 
two o r  t h r e e  very good prospec ts ,  have them come and meet with t h e  committee 
and sometitnes even speak from the  p u l p i t .  

0: And now zeroing i n  on Reverend Janes .  Do you recal l  t h i s  p u l p i t  
committee was so  taken with h i m  and d i d  you feel  t h a t  t h e  congregat ion 
came c l o s e  t o  f e e l i n g  t h e  same way t h a t  t h e  p u l p i t  committee d id  about 
him? 

A: Well, I r ea l ly  th ink  that i s  t r u e .  K e  was a very,  very fSne man. 
Our church had gone through a difficult per iod  and it seemed t h a t  he was 
the one person t h a t  could probably hea l  t h e  wounds t h a t  were ev iden t ,  and 
everyone t h a t  knew him j u s t  thought he w a s  t he  man f o r  t he  job.  

Q: Do you th idk  t h a t  p u l p i t  committees cont inue to f ee l  the  responsibility 
t o  t h e  p a s t o r  as he served the church? 

A: Oh, not  t o  a g r e a t  ex t en t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  maybe a m i n i s t e r  t h a t  comes 
i n t o  a church f e e l s  t h a t  he knows t h e  members of t h e  p u l p i t  committee a 
l i t t l e  b i t  b e t t e r  than some of the o the r  members and may l ean  oa them Ear 
advice. But  1: think t h a t  d i sappears  a f t e r  a very s h o r t  per iod of t ime.  

Q: Was Reverend Janes '  t enure  long? 

A: It was a  very unfor tuna te  th ing .  He came here  and I t h i n k  i t  was 
about t h e  f i r s t  of October. I be l i eve  i t  was on worldwide communion t h a t  
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w a s  h i s  f i rs t  Sunday i n  t h e  p u l p i t .  And he passed away w i t h  a h e a r t  
a t t a c k  e a r l y  i n  December, s o  h e  was here  j u s t  about t h r e e  months. 

Q: Have you served on any o the r  p u l p i t  committees? 

A: Yes, I was but  I c a n ' t  remember now which one it  was. 

Q: An area of i n t e r e s t  f o r  you i n  the  church is the choi r .  When d i d  you 
50111 and why? 

A: Well, I guess I joined because my wife sang i n  t h e  cho i r  and f s t a r t e d  
s ing ing  i n  t h e  c h o i r  as soon as I joined t h e  church. It has been a real 
nice  th ing  f o r  our  family because as our  two daughters  came along they 
both began t o  s i n g  i n  t h e  cho i r  a l so .  So i t ' s  kind of a family d e a l  as 
f a r  as we're concerned. 

Q: What parr do you s ing?  

A: 1 t r y  t o  s i n g  t eno r .  

Q: Has t h e  s i z e  of the  cho i r  remained about t h e  same over t h e  years? 

A: It hasn ' t  changed a whole l o t .  

Q: Do you see much d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  music used now over those  f i r s t  
years you belonged? 

A: N o ,  no t  r e a l l y  because El izabe th  Clark was t he  director of the  c h o i r  
when J f i r s t  s t a r t e d  i n  it .  And she was q u i t e  a musician. h d  we sang 
p r e t t y  much the  same type of th ings  t h e y ' r e  s ing ing  today. 

Q: Are t h e r e  any humorous i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  you remember regarding t h e  
cho i r  ? 

A:  My t r y i n g  t o  s ing  tenor is  probably the  most humorous 1 can t h ink  o f .  

Q: Js there any one time you can remember as t h e  most special  o r  meaningful 
time t h a t  t he  c h o i r  was a p a r t  o f ?  

A: Well, I t h i n k  probably when our  church burned and WE s t a r t e d  having 
our s e r v i c e s  down a t  BtRi th  Shalom Temple.  We s a t  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  l i t t l e  
balcony and i t  was q u i t e  an experience.  I know it helped members of the  
choir  t o  have a p a r t  i n  those  se rv i ces .  And J r ea l l y  th ink  t h a t  probably 
having the choi r  s i n g  helped the  congregation i n  t h a t  kind of a s i t u a t i o n .  

Q: I f  I mentiun t h e  date Monday, November 11, 1956 what comes t o  your 
mind? 

A:    hat's an easy one t o  answer. We l o s t  our church down on F i f t h  and 
Edwards on t h a t  day. 

Q Did you wi tness  t he  f i r e ?  

A: Yes, I d i d .  
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Q: Did you fee l  a t  any po in t  t he  bui ld ing  would be saved? 

A: Well, when Z f i r s t  was aware t h a t  t h e  church w a s  on f i r e  it d i d n ' t  
l ook  l i k e  it was going t o  be too bad. But t h e  reason I s a w  i t  from t h e  
very s t a r t  was t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e  where I work was r i g h t  ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  
on t h e  second f l o o r .  We had box seats f o r  t he  f i r e .  It d i d n ' t  t ake  long 
t o  f i n d  out  t h a t  i t  was going t o  be a  p r e t t y  bad one, 

Q: Was t h e r e  any ques t ion  about any of t he  surroundfng bu i ld ings  burning 
such as the  Knights of t h e  Columbus bui ld ing  t o  t h e  e a s t  o r  across t h e  
s t r e e t ,  t h e  Vachel Lindsay home? 

A: There was no danger as  f a r  a s  t h e  Vachel Lindsay home w a s  concerned 
but t he  firemen d id  water down the back of t h e  Knights of Columbus bui ld ing  
because i t  w a s  j u s t  ac ros s  t he  a l l e y  and was q u i t e  close. 

Q: Do you r e c a l l  what your f e e l i n g s  were? 

A: Well, it  was a p r e t t y  sad  time and s tanding  t h e r e  and j u s t  watching 
t h a t  p lace  j u s t  go up i n  smoke. When the  roof f i n a l l y  caved i n ,  L don't 
know. It was a sad day. 

Q:  Do you remember any conversa t ions  wi th  o t h e r s  and how they f e l t ?  

A: Well, no t  s p e c i f i c  ones. I know D r .  Myers was t h e r e  and several 
o the r  of our members came. And we j u s t  all f e l t  very badly about  t h e  
whole th ing .  1 c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  conversation we had o the r  
than we were a l l  very saddened by t h e  event.  

Q: Was the  cause of t h e  f i r s t  ever  discovered? 

A: Not t o  my knowledge. 

Q: Was anything salvaged? 

A: Yes, t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few th ings  t h a t  were salvaged out of t h e  
bui ld ing ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  The m i n i s t e r ' s  books were pretty 
w e l l  soaked up but  they took them out and they d r i ed  them out. But as 
f a r  as the  fu rn i sh ings  were concerned there was very l i t t l e  t h a t  was 
saved a t  a l l .  A f e w  d i s h e s ,  I t h i n k ,  ou t  of the ki tchen .  

Q: Were many o f f e r s  extended t o  our church f o r  me of f a c i l i t i e s  while  
we were without a bui ld ing?  

A: Oh yes ,  We had l o t s  of o f f e r s  of p l aces  t o  worship. 

Q: Why w a s  t h e  Temple chosen? 

A: Well 12 was s o r t  of an  i d e a l  s i t u a t f o n .  In fact  t h e  Temple was 
o f f e red  t o  u s  while t h e  church was s t i l l  burning. Rabbi Satlow was there 
a t  t h a t  time. And he was t h e r e  with us  while  t he  church was burning and 
t o l d  us  t h a t  we could use  t h e  Temple any time we wanted to. And t h e  
reason t h a t  i t  worked out  so well was t ha t  their  services a r e  on a Friday 
n i g h t  and s o  Sunday was a v a i l a b l e  and i t  worked out  very n i ce ly .  



Q: The Wednesday evening a f t e r  the  f i r e ,  t h e  whole congregat ion m e t  a t  
t h e  Temple and t h e r e  was s inging  but without hymnals as they had been 
l o s t  i n  t h e  f i r e .  

A: That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: What was S t  you d i d  s o  the people would remember t he  words? 

A: Well, we were up i n  t h e  balcony t h e r e  i n  t h e  Temple and we d i d  salvage 
a few sung books. They were a l i t t l e  wet but  they  were readable. When 
we w e r e  going t o  s i n g  a hymn, why I would read the words through the  
f i r s t  ve r se  and then everybody wauld j o i n  i n  and s ing  them. 

Q: What kind aP hymnals d i d  we use f o r  t h e  next  t w o  years while  we were 
i n  t he  Temple? 

A: Well, they were l i t t l e  paperback hymnals bu t  I don ' t  remember the 
name of t h e  hymnal r e a l l y .  

Q: The c loseness  of t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  between Temple B'Rith S h o l m  and 
F i r s t  Congregational Church goes back a number of years .  Could you g ive  
any background on this? 

A: 1 don ' t  know how o r  exac t ly  when it started bur on brotherhood week 
f o r  many years going back c l e a r  t o  Reverend Hudson Pi t tman's  time, t h e  
p u l p i t s  were exchanged on brotherhood week. And t h a t  observance was 
carried through and i s  s t i l l  t r u e  today. 

Q: Do you remember any of the d e t a i l s  of the arrangements on use o f  the  
Temple? 

A: Oh, no. Not really. Not r e a l l y .  

Q: Did we pay f o r  any of t h e  s e r v i c e s  we used at t h e  Temple such a s  
electricity, hea t ,  j a n i t o r i a l  s e rv i ces?  

A: No, t he re  was nothing pa id  a t  a l l .  It was c e r t a i n l y  offered but  it 
was refused.  

Q :  Were we allowed t o  u s e  our C h r i s t i a n  symbols a t  the Temple such a s  
t h e  cross and t h e  Bible? 

A: Yes, we c e r t a i n l y  were. 

Q: Were weddings of our church members and funerals held a t  the Temple? 

A: That i s  something t h a t  I r e a l l y  don ' t  remember. I don't recal l  any 
weddings or  funerals  at t he  Temple, bu t  where they were held I have no 
i d e a .  

Q: How d i d  we show our app rec i a t ion  t o  the Temple? 

A: Well when our church was f i n a l l y  completed, we p r e s e n t e d  the Temple 
wi th ,  and L d o n ' t  know what you c a l l  t h i s  th ing ,  i t ' s  a tremendous mural 
t 'hat  was hung i n  t h e  Temple. And t h i s  was our c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  them. 
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Q: How soon a f t e r  t h e  shock of the  f i r e  d i d  t h e  congregation take  s t e p s  
necessary t o  p lan  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ?  

A: Well i t  seems t o  me it  was not  more than ten days t h a t  we got  t oge the r  
f o r  a meeting t o  dec ide  what we were g o h g  t o  do, We m e t  a t  the home of 
Harry King who a t  t h a t  time was, I be l i eve  he was chairman of the  t r u s t e e s  
a t  t h a t  po in t .  But anyway, we met t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t  and worked our  a 
program o f ,  we l l  I guess t h e  main t h ing  we d i d  w a s  t o  select a genera l  
chairman f o r  the bui ld ing  of t h e  new church and un fo r tuna te ly  it  was me. 

Q: When all t h e  committees were formed t o  handle t h e  de ta i l s  of t h e  
bui ld ing  of t h e  new church, a genera l  chairman was needed t o  coord ina te  
a l l  aspects of t h i s  g i g a n t i c  undertaking. What made you say ,  "Yes, I 
will serve"? 

A: I don ' t  know. I guess i t  was because I was s tup id  might have been 
t h e  c o r r e c t  answer. But  i t  happened t h a t  a church i n  Decatur had had a 
bu i ld ing  program and had formed a bui ld ing  committee and some f r i e n d s  of 
ou r s  who h e w  about  t h i s  and were from Decatur go t  a copy of how they s e t  
up t h e i r  committees and T had that copy. So I assumed f o r  that maybe 
everybody thought t h a t  I knew everything about  going ahead with t h i s  and 
I suppose t h a t ' s  how i t  happened. 

Q :  Do you remember someone saying t o  you, "Hurshel, we could go from one 
person t o  another  and g e t  t he  same answer. W e  j u s t  have t o  have someone 
t o  say yes  and accept  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and go ahead." Do you remember 
who s a i d  t h i s  t o  you? 

A: I s u r e  do. It w a s  D r .  Myers. 

Q: Were you a f u l l  rime employee of some business  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A :  Yes, 1 w a s .  

Q: And what was t h a t ?  

A: 1 was vice-president  and t r e a s u r e r  of t h e  Federated Funeral  D i rec to r s  
of A m e r i c a ,  

Q: Did i t  cross your mind a s  t o  how you would f i t  t h i s  new church job 
i n t o  an a l ready  busy schedule and i f  your employer would allow time off  
f o r  a schedule change i f  you would need i t ?  

A: No, that never r e a l l y  bothered me because the  people t h a t  I worked 
wi th  were very good church people themselves and they knew t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
and  I r e a l l y  t h ink  they f e l t  kind of proud t h a t  maybe I had g o t t e n  t h i s  
assignment and t h e r e  was never any problem about t h e  time t h a t  I had t o  
take  o f f  during t h i s  per iod .  

Q: I know you r e t i r e d  j u s t  r ecen t ly  and if we go back t o  t h e  year of 
1956 you probably w e r e  i n  t h e  neighborhood of 40 when you showed t h i s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Your l eade r sh ip  a b i l i t i e s  must have been respected even 
then  by your church co l leagues .  Could you t e l l  us  about the  o rgan iza t ion  
of the committees udder t h e  genera l  chairman add what t h e i r  func t ions  
were? 
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A: Well t h a t ' s  going back a long ways. The se tup  t h a t  we had we f igu red  
t h a t  we needed eleven committees. So chairmen were picked f o r  t h e s e  
elever1 committees, and then  i t  was up t o  t hese  chairmen t o  p i ck  as many 
people as they wanted t o  s e rve  on t h e i r  committees. Tt ended up t h a t  we 
had a very, very  l a r g e  bu i ld ing  committee before  something l i k e  75 o r  80 
people were involved i n  t h i s .  It was r a t h e r  unwieldy but i n  t h e  long run  
i t  got  evesybody i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  p r o j e c t  t h a t  we were t r y i n g  t o  do. 

To give  you the  func t ions  of each c m m i t t e e  you'd almost have t o  t a l k  t o  
the chairman of each committee. One of t h e  important committees was t h e  
s i t e  cwnmittee. Here we were, we d i d n ' t  know whether we were going t o  
r ebu i ld  on the  p l ace  where t h e  old church w a s  o r  should we go out  and 
f i n d  a new area. And t h i s  s i t e  committee s u r e  put  i n  a l o t  of work t o  
decide what we were supposed t o  do, and the  church congregation of course 
had t o  decide whether we wanted t o  s t a y  where we were, where the site was 
j u s t  no t  very big.  And so i t  was t h e i r  func t ion  t o  f i n d  odt where we 
might go t o  bu i ld  our new church. 

Then of course,  t he  finance committee was s e l f  explanatory.  1 mean they 
were i n  charge of r a i s i n g  the  funds t o  da t h i s  th ing .  And we had a 
s o c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  committee. They j u s t  d i d  every th ing  t h a t  everybody 
else d i d n ' t  do. Was r ea l l y  a very s t rong  committee. And we had a sanctuary 
committee. Of course when you s t a r t  in something l i k e  t h i s ,  you don ' t  
know what kind of pews t o  g e t ,  what kind of an altar t o  have, whether t h e  
choir is supposed t o  be i n  the  f r o n t  o r  i n  the back and all t h i s  s o r t  of 
th ing .  They had a b i g  job t o  do. Had a fu rn i sh ing  and a decora t ing  
committee, and t h i s  was t o  dec ide  on the  c o l o r s  of the room and the co lo r  
of t he  dossa l  c l o t h ,  and t h e  c o l o r  of t he  ca rpe t  and t h e  sanctuary and 
all t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  And we had an o f f t c e  and s t o r a g e  committee. 
They were i n  charge of t r y i n g  t o  work out  how t h e  o f f i c e  should be designed 
and placed,  and where we would p u t  t h tngs  t h a t  had t o  be s t o r e d  when they 
were not  i n  use. 

Then we had a parsonage committee and they  worked hard too.  But i t  ended 
up we d i d n ' t  ge t  a parsonage a t  the t i m e .  When we had decided on a s i t e  
and decided on a church where i t  was going t o  be. W e  thought we might go 
ahead and have a parsonage r i g h t  c l o s e  t o  it  but  t h a t  never ma te r i a l i zed .  
The Sunday School committee we had was t o  dec ide  on rooms f o r  Sunday 
School c l a s s e s  and t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  Organ and chapel committee, t h a t  
was a very busy committee deciding on whether we should ge t  a p i p e  organ 
o r  e l e c t r o n i c  organ and where they should be and a11 that  sort of th ing .  
And then the  u t i l i t i e s  committee. O f  course t h a t  was I n  charge of what 
kind of hea t ing  we should have, what kind of air condi t ion ing  which we 
d i d n ' t  g e t  a t  t h a t  time but  we do have now, i t  was eventua l ly  pu t  i n  and 
a l l  t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h ing .  And we had a landscaping committee which was t o  
work on how we were going t o  work out  t h e  program f o r  the l o t  and how i t  
was going t o  look when we go t  through. 1 don ' t  know whether that's 
eleven committees o r  no t  bu t  t h a t ' s  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  i t .  Your going back 
you know about 22  yea r s  here and my memory gets a l i t t l e  vague. 

4: 1 suppose one of t h e  f i rs t  and t h e  major dec i s ions  t o  be made was 
whether t h e r e  should be a r ebu i ld ing  on t h e  old s i te  a t  F i f t h  and Edwards 
o r  a move somewhere e l s e .  Can you sha re  how this dec i s ion  was reached? 
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A: We11 I don ' t  know exactly how it  was reached but  i t  was finally 
decided t h a t  we just d i d n ' t  have enough room on t h e  o ld  s i t e .  Downtown 
churches,  and maybe t h i s  was a f a l s e  premise,  bu t  downtown churches were 
kind of becoming a th ing  of t h e  p a s t .  So we declded tha t  t h e  b e s t  th ing  
t o  do was t o  go ou t  i n  an area where we'd have l o t s  of room, p l e n t y  of 
parking and t h a t  s o r t  of t h ing .  And t o  my knowledge we had, oh we may 
have had two o r  t h r e e  people t h a t  kind of didn't l i k e  t o  leave downtown 
because they l i v e d  close t o  downtown, but t h e  great major i ty ,  I ' d  say 99 
percent of our  congregat ion,  were a l l  f a r  moving out  where we could have 
more room. 

Q: Wid this dec i s ion  take a long time? 

A: You mean as  far  as s t ay ing  downtown o r  moving ou t?  No, i t  d i d n ' t .  

Q: Were t h e r e  many buyers f o r  the old  church site? 

A: No, no t  r e a l l y .  Of course  we had a b u i l t  i n  buyer because I l l i n o i s  
Bel l  Telephone was i n  t h e  process  of buying up p r a c t i c a l l y  the whole 
block down the re .  And we f igu red  t h a t  they were our  b e s t  p rospec ts .  But 
i t  took them a whi le  t o  make up t h e i r  mind. But even tua l ly  t h a t ' s  who 
bought t h e  proper ty .  

Q: Do you remember how much 'the land was s o l d  f o r ?  

A: No, L r e a l l y  don ' t .  I h a t e  t o  quote a f igure  because T j u s t  don' t  
remember what i t  was. 

Q: And now might be an appropr i a t e  t i m e  t o  t a l k  about finance and how 
fundra is ing  was involved. Did we have a fundraises Tor our  new church? 

A: Yes, yes ,  we  d id .  

Q: Do you remember what t h e i r  name was? 

A: No, I don ' t .  I should,  bu t  I don ' t .  

Q: Did the congregat ion have t o  raise t h e  total cos t  of t h e  bui ld ing  i n  
i t s  dr ive?  

A: No, no. They d i d n ' t ,  We ended up--we had a very wonderful d r i v e  and 
the  congregat ion of our church c a m e  through with f l y i n g  co lo r s  r e a l l y  but  
no way could we raise a l l  t h e  money we needed Ln one s i n g l e  d r ive .  

Q: What bank was t h e  money borrowed from? 

A: Borrowed from the  F i r s t  Nat ional  Bank of Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q: And what was t h e  amount o f  t h e  mortgage? 

A: 1 t h ink  i t  was around $90,000. 

Q: How many years  d id  t h e  congregat ion have t o  pay i t  o f f ?  
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A: Well i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  borrowed t o  be paid o f f  i n ,  J: b e l i e v e  f i f t e e n  
years .  But our  congregat ion d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  pay all t h a t  i n t e r e s t ,  and we 
worked out  a l i t t l e  b i t  f a s t e r  pay o f f  per iod ,  and I t h i n k  i t  w a s  pa id  
of f  i n  something around seven years. 

Q: Wodd you happen t o  remember approximately what t he  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  
was? 

A :  No. I t ' s  nothing l i k e  i t  is  today, I know t h a t ,  bu t  I don ' t  remember 
what t h e  i n t e r e s t  rate was. 

Q :  was t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  reason why i t  w a s  borrowed from t h e  F i r s t  
Nat ional  Bank? 

A:  Well, t h e  Congregational Church i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  had borrowed money 
frm t h e  F i r s t  Nat ional  Bank s e v e r a l  t imes i n  previous years  f o r  remodeling, 
f o r  a n  organ and th ings  of that  na tu re ,  But one of t he  main seasons that 
we went t o  t h e  F i r s t  Nat iona l  Rank was t h a t  Robert A. Stephens, who 
though he was no t  a member of she Congregational Church, h i s  wi fe  and 
t h e i r  two boys were very a c t i v e  members i n  the  church. And he was on t h e  
board of d i r e c t o r s  and was the a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  bank and we had a real 
good connection t h e r e  with t h e  F i r s t  National Bank. 

Q: Were the  Sunday School c h i l d r e n  asked t o  c o n t r i b u t e  during the  fund 
d r ive?  

A: I don ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q: Were there goals  f o r  i nd iv idua l  performance during t h e  fund drive and 
were t he se  any prizes given? 

A: O h ,  yes ,  W e  had our  meetings. I t h i n k  we had most of them down a t  
the  F i r s t  Presbyter ian  Church. O h  everybody had goa ls  and they had 
people  down f o r  how much they thought they aught t o  be a b l e  t o  g ive  and 
a l l  t h i s  s o r t  of thing.  Then when we'd go down t h e r e  we'd guess haw much 
money had been r a i s e d  during the  previous week or  so  and t h e  one coming 
c l o s e s t  t o  i t  would g e t  a p r i z e .  I th ink  I won a f l a s h l i g h t  once and I 
don ' t  know what my guess was e i t h e r .  

Q: Was t h e r e  a c e n t r a l  theme o r  s logan used during the fund drive? 

A: Yes, D r .  Myers came up with--1 hope I say  t h i s  properly--I think it 
was up from ashes ,  

Q :  Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  g i f t s  given f o r  the new bu i ld ing  o u t s i d e  of 
t h e  ones from t h e  members? 

A:  One i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  I r e c a l l  was f o r  the Pos t  Chapel and t h a t  was, 
let's see ,  Marjor ie  Post who i s  r e l a t e d  t o  Mr. and Mrs. Gardner, 1 c a n ' t  
th ink  of M r .  Gardner 's firsr name now. George Gardner 's  f a t h e r .  John, 
yes ,  John Gardner. M r .  and M r s .  John Gardner. But Mrs. P o s t ,  and her  
family had been members of the church f o r  a long, long time. She was 
ins t rumenta l  i n  t h e  King's Daughters Rome here i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  And she  
cont r ibu ted  a  cons iderable  amount of money f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  chapel. 
I t ' s  no t  r e a l l y  a c h i l d r e n ' s  chapel.  I t ' s  j u s t  a chapel.  
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9: Who was chosen a s  a r c h i t e c t s  of  t he  new bui ld ing?  

A: Badley and Worthington. 

: Why were they chosen? 

A: Well, I don ' t  r e a l l y  know. 1 knew Bryant Hadley and had known him 
f o r  a good long time. And of course we discussed t h i s  i n  our early 
committee meetings and i t  was f i n a l l y  decided t h a t  Badley and Worthingtan 
would be our a r c h i t e c t s .  

Q :  Was t h e r e  a congregat ional  v o t e  taken on t h i s ?  

A: On t h e  choice of t h e  a r c h i t e c t s ?  

Q: Yes. 

A: I don ' t  remember whether t h e r e  was a congregat ional  vo te  on it o r  
no t .  There was some ques t ion  about whether they should be the a r c h i t e c t s  
but  i t  w a s  a minor t h ing  as  far  as I was concerned. I don ' t  rentember 
whether we had a congrega t iona l  vote. I d o n ' t  think we d id .  There were 
some ob jec t ions  to Hadley and Worthington. The reason,  whtch escape m e  
now, I don ' t  remember what t h e  heck t h e  ob jec t ions  were. 

Q: In A p r i l  of 1957 when the  a rch i tec t ' s  prel iminary p l ans  were presented 
were people i n  favor of t h e  design? 

A: Yes. Oh, there w e r e  minor changes made. T can s t i l l  remember Nr, 
Hadley say ing  t h a t  any changes t h a t  you want made a l l  we've got  t o  do is  
change l i n e s  and draw a new l i n e  some place, But t he se  were no bad 
ob jec t ions  t o  i t .  There were minor changes. 

Q: Do you remember the  v o t e  t h a t  was taken on the  design? 

A: Frankly, I don ' t .  

Q: D o  you r e c a l l  t he  approximate c o s t  estimate of t h e  bui ld ing?  

A: T t  was in t h e  neighborhood of $500,000. 

Q: Were t h e r e  any problems i n  the  bui ld ing  of the church such a s  s t r i k e s ,  
shor tage  o f  bui ld ing  m a t e r i a l ,  e t c .  ? 

A: No, t h e r e  were no s t r i k e s  t h a t  he ld  the th ing  up. A s  far as 1 know--it 
seems like it took a tremendous arnamt of t i m e  and e f f o r t  to make any 
progress .  But t hese  were no i t e m s  such as you mention t h a t  caused the 
delay.  

Q: Bow long d id  i t  take f o r  t he  bu i ld ing  t o  be  completed? 

A: J u s t  about  one year. We were about one year ;in the planning s t a g e  
and one year i n  a c t u a l  cons t ruc t ion ,  and we were almost two yea r s  t o  t he  
day from the  time t h e  church burned until we had our f i r s t  serv.lce i n  t h e  
new church. 
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Q: Would you say our membership grew, s t ayed  the s a m e  o r  declined during 
t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  have our own building? 

A :  Oh, 1 d o n ' t  think t h e r e  w a s  much change. I t h i n k  i t  s t ayed  p r e t t y  
s t a b l e .  

y: Did you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  groundbreaking ceremonies on October 27 ,  
1957 a t  Bares and Cherry? 

A: Yes, 1 d i d .  

Q: What was the weather l i k e  on that  day? 

A: It was c o l d .  That's a l l  I remember about it. It was v e r y  co ld .  

Q: What d i d  the a r e a  l ook  l i k e  where t h e  new church was t o  be b u i l t ?  

A: It looked like a weed patch rea l ly .  But i t  was nice and flat .  

Q: Did many members attend? 

A: The groundbseaking? 

Q: Y e s .  

A: Oh, yes. They su re  d i d .  They had q u i t e  a crowd. 

: Were there any dignitaries t h e r e ?  

A: No, no t  tha t  1 recal l .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was anyone there b u t  
our awn congregation. 

Q :  Did you ge t  t o  use  the s h o v e l ?  

A :  I guess I d i d .  I d o n ' t  remember. Everybody was using the  shovel  s o  
I suppose  I d i d .  

Q: Do you have any i d e a  where i t  is  now? 

A: No, I don't. 

End of S ide  One, Tape One 

Q:  On Sunday, January 25, 1959 you turned aver t he  keys t o  the new 
bu i ld ing  t o  D r .  V i r g i l  Myers a t  the dedica t ion  service. 

A: Tha t ' s  correct .  

Q :  Bow d i d  you feel? 

A: I f e l t  r e l i e v e d .  








