


Preface 

This manuscript is the pmduct of tape-recorded interviews collducted 
by Elaine B k k h  for the O r a l  H i s t o r y  Office in the spring of 1984. 
MargaretReedertranscribedthetapesand&yJahmsa~&tedthe 
tmnsmipt. Dr. Barringer reviewed the transcript. 

Dr. Floyd ~arrhger  was born April 7 ,  1915 in EWm, Illinois. He was 
the seand and youngest son of a m t r y  w r .  Floyd's formal 
education bqan at a junior mllege in Lincoln, Illinois. The 
~l~ boy canthud his education a t  the Universi* of I l l inois  in 
chmpaign and then mwed on to Chiago whwe he capletsd his medim1 
train*. In early 1941, in respse  to a radio plea frclm President 
Rooswelt, F l g d  volunteered his services to the lX&ors for Britain 
Project. The mwe t o  -land set the course for Dr, Barrhqer's life. 
It was there that he rnet and m i e d  his wife, Winifred, azld began 
working in the specialized medical field of neurrwurgmy. It was also 
in %la113 that Floyd hgan pursuing his htemst ih historical 

and premvation. After his return to the Sl=atee ard the 
opening of his private medical practice fn spriq£ield, Illinois, 
Floyd became actively involved in the Abraham Lincoln Assmiation and 
the Sangamdn County Historical Society. 

Floyd Barringer's memoir is an -1ifics1tion of the ccaftpassian he 
had for humankizld in his medi-1 practice as well as the mise he 
had in his sewnd career, that  of historian. His recollections 
include colorful charaterizations of pmsonalities as well as 
pictorial descriptions of the hclmes in which they lived. Floyd's 
medical a r d  h i s t o r i a l  contributions t o  Sangamon m y  and the city 
of Springfield are a meaningful addition ta the history of ~llhois. 

Read- of the o m l  history memoir should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that the himxiewer, mmabr and 
editor sought to preserve the informal, mmmsational st=yle that is 
Fnherent in such historical sources. Sangawn S t a t e  University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memair, mr for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, qu~ted  and cited £ M y .  It m y  mt be 
sp- in whole or in part by any means, electronic or  mechan id ,  
w i t h o u t  m s s i o n  in writing from the oral History Of f i e ,  Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 
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Floyd Barringer, Springfield, Illinois, Spring 1984. 

Q: Floyd you have made an impac t  in the Springfield cammi* as 
a physician ardl as a local historian. Perhaps the thread that weaves 
the two wether  could be your &lief i n  -tion, in medicine of 
cwrse you were concerned with the presemation of l i f e  and jn your 
avocation as an historian in the preservatich of the heritage and the 
ideals fmn one generation to the next. A good place t o  bagin this 
story of Fhyd Barring= would be in Ezden, Illinois whim I 
understand is a small tom near Eeoria, or would idt be closer to 
Lincoln? 

A: Lincoln. 

Q: I would like t o  Iaxrw what  it was lib gmwhq up in Errden, 
Illinois. You have told me that it hasn't chmged .too srmch aver the 
years. Ferhaps we a u l d  ta lk  a little b i t  about the influences that 
you continue to feel having gmm up in R&m. When were yau born? 

A: I was born April 7th, 1915. Ye, I ' m  sure W t a  mall town hangs 
with you longer than your high school or your college or medical 
school or almost any other organization. You belong to a small t a m  i f  
you were  born in one. You may divorce yamself E m  your high school 
or college or other groups and go on w i t h o u t  than, but you just never 
quite divorce f m  the place you were born and raised. 

Interesting story, when I was leaving England, a very Pine w e o n ,  
probably the greatest n e u m l q i a l  surgeon of that day in bndon, was 
a t  a meeting I w a s  attend- and I w a s  intrduasd to h h  and he w a s  
told that I was just leaving t o  go back to the States and he asked m e  
where I was going. I said t o  Lincoln, Illhais, He said, "Well, how 
large is that I said, I 1 I t '  s about fifteen thousand, sir. 'I He 
said, ''Oh my dear b y ,  you1 11 starve t o  death theye. (laughter) 
Then, I think he caught the qression on lrry face, which was one of a 
little disappirhent ,  t o  put i tmildly.  He said, 'Well, I don't 
knm. A l l  the wt surgeons of Lnndon cm= fm small -ti& 
villages and work their hearts out to make ~ o u g h  ta retire back t o  
mall Scottish villages. I wish you w e l l  in Sir' wiie 
McKissOch now (1989) lives in Gairlcch, Scotland five miles fmm Lmh 
Ewe where I Larded in 1941. 

Q: But you didn't go back to ma, 1llhis.  It's still a part= of 
you in many ways bemuse you s e a  to appreciate, not just the 
m t y s i d e  but the values that we often assaciate with -1 towns as 
opposed to urban areas. When you were growing up in Emden did you 


















































































































































































































































































































































