
Henry Barber Memoir 

COPYRIGHT GJ 1989  SANGAMON STATE UNIVERSITY, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 

All rights reserved. No part  of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, in~ludingphotocopyingand recording or by any information storage or retrieval system, without 
permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon State University, Springfield, Illinois 627949243. 





Table of C c a ' l M  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Induction 1 

Reason for Joining Ratary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
C l u b  Ackivitie~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 
International Cumention . W c o  City . . . . . . . . . . .  4 

Study Exchange w i t h  Japan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 

Intwnatianal Oorrventims in Switzerland. Canada 
GemmyandHawaii . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 

Trip to Taiwan and T a i p i  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 

V i s i t  to a LmdmRotary Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 



Henry Barber, Springfield, Illinois, Jammy 25, 1988. 

Mike Schramm, Intemiewer. 

Henry, what is your classification in R a k q ?  

I am a senior active nm. I w a s  general law practice, 

Okay. When did you join the Springfield Rotary Club? 

Mar& 31, 1947. 

Had you belonged to any other clubs, Rotary C l u b s ,  prior to that? 

No. No. 

Who sponsored you in Rotary? 

I don't rmmkr. (laughter) 

I didn't w e  you were going to be able to answer that - - 

question. 

A: Yes. 

Q: As to sponsoring people. Do you nmaber w h a t  went on in 
f i r s t  Rotary meeting you attmded? 

A: No, f carrtt say I do. (rnuckles) 

&: y m  remember w h a t  the induckion was like at that point? W a s  it 
still the way it is nm? 

A: Oh, yes. Fmtty much similar to the way it is now. 

Q: There hasn't beesl a lo t  of changes? 

A: No. 

Q: 0-y. Where were you meeting a t  that point? 

A: I think a t  the Lelarad Hotel. 

Q: H a  long were they meeting there? 

A: Oh, we met there for quite awhile. Until, I mmihr, the food 
got just to be dreadful, worse than we have ever had it m y  other 
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place. Then we finally moved, and we were d a m  at the Elks for quite 
awhile. 

Q: That is the Elks in dawntm Springfield? 

A: Yes. And then we were up at the St .  N i c k  for a long the until 
they pretty well closed d m .  And then I t hhk  we on down to the 
Hilton, the Convention Center, and now Naldanws. And they had met 
some place, I can't ramhr. 

Q: (laughs) Oh, let's see here. Do you mnaber why you specifically 
joined Rntary Club? 

A: Well, I wanted to do scrmething for *the camunity and then my 
oousin, charles, was in .the Rotary, and it hterested me, 

Q: D i d  you apply t o  get  in? 

A: I doubt it. 

Q: b you mnmhr what t h e  size of the club was at: that time? 

A: I think it was probably in the neighborhexd of a h-, 

Q: Okay. It was a pretty gwd-sized club then. 

A: Yes, it was a pretty good-sized club then. And it actually went: 
up at one t h .  Mike, it might have got as high as two hwdred. 

Q: That is what  I m m a i k r  someone telling me. 

A: Y@s. 

Q: When was that about? 

A: Oh, that was probably ten or f i % ~  years ago. Befare we had 
Row South and the other club. 

Q: Oh, that would have beesl probably in the early sixties, 

A: Yes. 

Q: What was the a-sphere of the club like when you first joined it? 

A: Oh, if mykhing it was a little bit mre formal than it is m w ,  I 
w a s  a younger m a k e r  and of course most of these guys were older 
members. We held them a little more in awe. 

Q: Haw do you cmrrpare the club tday w i t h  the way it was other than 
being less fonrial? 

A: Well, I would say it is. I think there has been more emphasis on 
better programs. I think the p r q a m  are better now than they used to 
be, 
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Q: Bill Dcrwney is doing a good job. 

A: I Ulink ~e food is better today. 

Q: (laughter) What were sane of the club's major aekivitis? 

A: Well, they were always trying to figure out sane way to make 
money. one of the early projects I mnemberwas smnebody got irl the 
Smthwest,  the -ere Indian dancers, and we gat them. I rmembm 
they performed at the knmry ,  and then we sold tickets and we made a 
little money out of that, but that was no howling success. Then 
scrrnebody had the idea we could make sane my on the Harlem 
Globetmtters, and we had the Harlem Globetrotters for three or four 
years. I had to negotiate the contract to rent the Annorry, and that 
was f m  the adjutant general, this w a s  kind of a military 
organization, and we had to dot mre lvifsll and cross more %'sVl and 
just  threw more hmks in than anything I have ever done. !they had to 
bs assured that the money was set aside and it W d  be only used for 
charitable purposes, and that rather i n d u d  the formation of the 
foundation a c h  I helped organize. 

Q: I didn't know that. 

A: And then, of caurse, as we muved over into the ci- drive, the 
question jmmediately arose whether we had to dmqe sales tax on the 
citrus. But we finally succeeded h getting appropriate rulings fm 
the Deparhet af Revenue since all of the mney was going tu the 
Foundation, and was earmarked for that. It wouldn't exact q sales 
tax. 

Q: I would not have thought that  would enter into it. 

A: Yes. It did. They w e r e  also afraid that when we kgan  to sell 
flowers, armd whether or not the ruling should apply. Well, we finally 
got thm to apply that ruling, too. 

Q: You said that you sponsored the Globetrotters for three or fax 
years? 

A: Yes. 

Q: That rrmst have done pretty well, 

A: It did pretty well until it got to be too mch the same thhg.  

Q: Yes. That would have been interesting. 

A: Yes. 

Q: When W d  that have been? 

A: Oh, that would probably be the--let's see, I: was president 1968 
and 1969. That would have been into the middle sixties I wauld say. 



Q: Okay. All right. (inaudible) That was going ta be my next 
qyestion. W e r e  you an officer or director at any point? 

A: I was on the board of directors for several years, and then I 
became in line for president and was president frcrm 1968 and 1969. 
The previous year, the club paid a little of my e>rpenss and f: went 
down to the International Convention in Mexica City, That is the 
first time I had ever beesl to an International Corn t ion .  

Q: Mexico City. 

A: Yes, and it was sort of a traumatic ecprience. M y  daughter was 
plannizrg on q o i q  and I w a s  going to take her and my wife, but my wife 
passed away m February before that convention. So, I was the only 
parent. I finally decided to take my daughter,  ode, and we went 
d m ,  and we just had a wonderful the.  Rotary mnventians are fine 
things for families and the young Rotarians in Maim City muldnft 
have been nicer to Bonnie. We just had a fine time, I rmmhr 
aftmmmds that f was able to get away for a short time and Bonnie 
made arrangarmts with sane of the young Rotarians, young children of 
Rotarians, to drive us over to the anzuse~nent park. I always liked 
r o l l ~ t e r s ,  and so this young fellm met us outside the Rotary 
convention hall and drwe us over there and we began going an rides 
and doing all sorts of things. He succeeded in out-fianblhg me all 
the time and paid for all of these things. I was kind of ashamed and 
I spke to lrry daughter, Bonnie, about it md she said, ff~h, Daddy, 
donft worry. His father has two or three steel mills here in Wico 
Citydvf (laughter) They were sinply delightful to us although there 
was quite a bit of military presence. You'd go down a line of 
soldiers with bayonets on their guns and that sort of thing. 

Then afterwards we got fixed up with s m e  Iicrtecrfans fm--well, we did 
a few Wre things there and went to socials and Wings like that. We 
went down to Acapulco and we stayed at a Wicm hotel, I have always 
liked deep s a  fishing, but my daughter, Bonnie, didn t Imm a ming 
about it gzad again being the only parerrt, 1 w a s  s m d m t  concerned 
about this. I did notice that the fishing kats advertised in Ule 
lobby had twin-screw Qqsler engines, arid I thought well that would 
probably be all right and so I made arrang-ts to have .them pick us 
up the next morning. We went out and it was a larely warm, rmaath 
day. f was glad I wouldn't get her seasick. We hadn't keen out mre 
than a b u t  an hour, and she had had five years of Spanish, so we just 
got along beautifully with the crew and understcd everything. And 
then all of a sudden the crew began to jabber and she d d n U t  
understand anything. The problem was that the fish they have d m  
there are sailfish, but this happmd to be a black maslim that Uley 
saw caning for her bait, andl she set the hook and finally got it in. 
The only thing I did for her was, I felt M, s o z q  for her, the sweat 
was running off the end of her nose (laughter) and so I dabbed that a 
few times. We got the fish in and it was wer ten f& long and 
weighed over ttJo hundred and fifty pounds, 

Q: How old was she? 

A: She was just a senior in high school. 



Q: Oh.. . 
A: She didn't weigh over a h w  pauncls herself. (laughter) And so 
that was quite an exciting w i e n c e  for her* I've got a picture of 
that in my wallet, 1'11 shm you here. 

Q: Fantastic! 

A: I've aught wite a few fish in deep sea fishing, but she is the 
champion of the whole bun& on that. 

Q: I can imagine. 

A: And to give you another idea of how that m e n t i o n  was and how 
nice, wen in those days, they had me haw hospitality business. So, 
our host turned aut t o  be a man who made prjnterls ihk down there. He 
had his in-laws, and his brothers and ev- else to bring all 
their cars in an3 they brought us out to their home wh ich  is in a 
suburb in Mexico City. This was in the wmhg and when we got there 
it was dark, and it just didn't look like anything. There were the 
walls there with broken bottles on the top so you can't climb ewer 
very well, but once we got inside it was sinply delightful. I 
couldn't do very much of anything there. I couldn't handle any 
Spanish. Bonnie got along beautifully. She entertained q i t e  a few 
P ; m e r i m  fm the United States and one mpJe frmn Bolivia and one 
E m  Chili and W. Bonnie just got along bieautiAr31y talkhg to all 
of these girls and in ~panish. But I mmber one thing to show you 
how gracious they were. The hostess who spoke beautiful English found 
me ates here. I was holding my plate, going through a buffet l h  and 
this other gal, who turned out to be her sister-in-law, who OMZldnVt 
speak any English, and she t m k  my plate, & I t \ ron%rd if I M d  done 
scrrnething wrong or what was the trouble. And then very quickly the 
hostess canae up to me and said, 'W. Ehrber, I am sorry lrry 
sister-in-law d m 1 t  speak Ehglish, but she wished to have the honor 
of sew* yaur plate, so you don't have to go through the line.tt 

Q: That was in Spanish? 

A: Yes. Well, we stayed there until way past midnight and then by 
then it has gotten a little cool, and Bonnie didn't have anything but 
the dress she wore over. The hostess was terribly ~~1axned about 
this and so they insisted on giving her one af these things that is 
lrind of wwen, like you stick your head through, I have forg&xn 
what you call them. 

A: Y e s .  So, we wondered how t o  get  it back t o  them. Aid Wh, no, 
no, no. This is a gift for her. 

Q: Really! 

A: So, anyhuw that is how nice it was d m  there. Wlt that was quite 
an experience for my first co11~ention~ and also my daughter, too. 



Q: I can imagine. H m  long were you dawn there, about a we&? 

A: Yes. I would say about ten days. -king the side t r i p  to 
Acapulco. 

Q: M that had to be pretty nice. 

A: Y e s .  It was nice. 

Q: f ' l l b e t  she still rmabrs it. 

A: Oh, yes, she does. 

Q: Okay, so that w a s  while you were president? 

A: Just before being president. 

Q: Okay. Was there any other camnittees that you hi red?  

A: I was the continuing chainnan of the necrolqy camittee, which is 
the camnittee that drafts the memorial resolutions for all the inmbrs 
who die. I don't do this mu& anymore. I've done a lot af those. I 
think the last one I did recently, you might m, was for Bob 
Saner. I've got a whole envelope of them. It is alrm>st L h ,  it gets 
almost morbid. 

Q: Yes, I can h g i n e  that. Eken on that for a long time. 

A: Yes. And then I have beesl &aiman of the Classification 
Cmrrmittee. that whm mybody proposes a n m y ,  why we have to dream up 
and get an appropriate classification for him and be mare we don't 
duplicate sonaebody elses, and so on. I think it is nice a c 9 u g h  to 
keep me on for another administration and it almost seems to me like a 
lifetime job. (laughter) 

Q: What: wauLd you say you have enjoyad mst about Ratmy? 

A: I think p-ly the international aspect. 

&: YOU have gane to more than one comentiosl? 

A: Oh, yes, I have. I enjoy making up vety much in foreign countries 
and h m  hospitable everyboay is, and how nice they are, and then I 
enjoy it when we have group study admqe people ccrme thmqh here. 

Q: Yes. 

A: I r awnh r  in 1969 when we had one of the first groups of study 
exchange, W e  w e r e  fixed up with ~istrict #370 in dshu in Japan with 
our district. The Kishu takes in the Prefecture of the m t  southern 
islands in Japan. This is where N a g a s a k i  is, where the second a t d c  
bmb fell. And this also w a s  the port that was opened up in We very 
early times. I think Admiral m, or who it was, but this was also 
where Madame Butterfly was portrayed. 



Q: Oh, m l l y !  

A: YOU my mmker from l%idam Wztterfly the naval officer who 
finally deserts Madame Butterfly was named Pinkey.t;on, and o m  
president a t  the t h  was &nos PFnlterton. (laughter) 

So, these young fellows came through. I've got their pictures here 
and a little a b u t  them all, and the group leader, wid one of them 
stayed at our hclme. W e  called him Tarsh, H i s  name was SasIrima 
Yokqam, or something like that, and he was twmty-six yeim old. He 
was a banker, and Tarsh b k  care of the money for the lea& and also 
for all the people. It w a s  very much of a ccgmrmnal sort of thing. I 
rmenhr  the group leader was very long on seaweed, zLnd w e  would have 
samething and he would have this stuff. It was kirsd of like the 
old-fashioned goldfish food that he would cnanble these things up over 
his faod. It gave it a l i t t l e  b i t  of a salty flavor. 

I d i w e r d  very shortly that Tarsh was very good w i t h  bills, with 
our currency, and a t  least a t  that time in Japan it was altrmst a 
checkless society, wwything w a s  c u x r ~ c y .  So, very mrly on, the 
group leader had a draft on a bank in Tokyo and he wanted m to get 
him currency for it. I said I would be glad to  do that. I said, I1You 
w a n t  to be sure that this goes through and ~wything.~I Ne said, ''1 
am just going to give it to you ntxJ and you put it in your a m t .  
"1 put it in the firm's account &then it tmk somany days to clear 
and your bank can confirm that, and then you can get the money for 
it.'@ So, anyhad that is what I did. Meantime, I had this Taysh. If  
I would get hbn a hundred one-dollar b i l l s  he would, just like a card 
sbark, or a magician, fan a deck of cards. He mild  W a hundred 
one-dollar bills and just fan them like this. (demonstrates) 
And then 1 would ask Tarsh, %re there a hut&& dollars there?" He 
said, IiJust a minute m. Barber1' and he counted in fcrurs, units of 
four, and he could just go through that in no time at  a l l  d say, 
ItYes, there are a hundred here." I would take him to a couple of the 
banks just to show him off ! (laughter) And what was being done, they 
couldn't do anythhg like this. We had a very nice tinre. 

Another one of the fellows was a mining mghw and he warrted t o  go 
down a coal mine, so I talked t o  the people dawn a t  this lnine dawn 
here by Kinmid, just across the county line. I got him fixed up w i t h  
hard ha& and everything. He and I and one or two others went down 
there in the coal mines. He enjoyed that very mch. 

They were a very nice bunch of fellows. I thought the nicest thing 
was aftwwards. They hadmade amwie, and. this w a s  just superb. 
They were w i t h  us just a short the,  then they went on a t  in the 
district  to d i f f m t  places, ard then came back to us again. It was 
here they were leaving frm, and they visi-kd us while there. They 
had this beautiful movie about their region of Jam and it was also 
the part: of Japan where Christianity had mde scrme m d s .  They knew 
we were  m t l y  Uristians primarily, and there was quite a lot of 
errrphasis on that. This were very thoughtfully done, atld hautiful 
photqmphy. Well, that was quite a pleasurable experience, I 
thought. 



Q: It would k interesting. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Where else have you be= as far as Rotary is mnmed? You've 
bem Wt a l l  wer, haven1 t you? 

A: Well, I a t w e d  the Intermtianal Convention in Lau&anne in 
Switzerland. 

Q: !that had t o  be nice. 

A: It was. It w a s  in a wonderful big meeting hall there, but they 
didn" have any hotel accmmdations. I stayed in Geneva, which was 
about f i f ty  m i l e s  away, and went back and forth. I catmuted cm the 
electric train, but you still had t o  travel. S a w  of them stayed on 
the lake on the other side of L a w e  and came by b a t ,  They just 
had the most awful time getting there. Well, I at- the one in 
Toronto. Toronto is a lovely city. 

Q: Didn't you -just go to the one in cermany? 

A: Yes. The one in Germany. A t  Munich. That was nice. You might 
be interested in one of my experiences in traveling and making up. 
There was a time when your wife ard children, i f  they were traveling 
with you, weren't too terribly welcome at a Rotary meeting. But an 
International took care of that because you just don't leave thm 
stranded h a hotel or sanething. So, this w a s  fairly new at that 
t h e  and our: district governor w a s  B l a h ,  I believe. I don't have it 
here. mt, anyhow I had taken my family to an m i =  Bar eorrVesltion 
in Honolulu. they had an extended t r ip  after that- you could go 
ar0ur-d some of the H a w a i i a n  Islands, and then they also had me that 
took you on wer t o  the orient. Sa, I had signed up for that. That 
was the E h t  time we had had a l i t t l e  t r i p  on one of the Japan 
Airlines and we got one of these hot washcloths W that was a 
delightful experience. 

But a q h ~ ~ ,  we got there and we stayed in the mial H o t e l .  You 
know, Frank Uoyd Wright designed t h i s  and they had tom dawn mst of 
their  hotel m, but they still had the public rooms, and the public 
m were just superb. We stayed in the new m, sowe had the 
best of both worlds. I think about the first night there the Tokyo 
Bar Asmiation put on a party for us, one of ccdrbil  parties. 
They had their Japanese beer and it was ecellent,  Tkey always had 
their  haxd liquor and their Suntory whiskey, and the W Asrniation 
was out in f o m .  Of course, my wife was there m d  the childrmwere 
there, but there were no wives of the T o w  lawyers. They a11 had 
their geishas. (laughs) I have never been to a more beautiful mckhil 
party. Although, there wasn't so much miev ih drinking, Irut you 
couldhlt L i g h t  a cigar or cigarette, i f  you tried. There would always 
be one a£ these geisha gals who would take a mat& out 09 her obei and 
just l ight it for you before you could get anything out yourself. 

Well, that doesnlt have a great deal t o  do with F&taxy except I wanted 
t o  tell you we went on down to Taiwan axad Faipef and we 



stayed at ,  I have forgotten the hotel, This was when M r s .  Chmg 
Kaishek, .the widow, who awned it, and I was to up there and also 
I was to see the district governor for distriet with a letter 
f m  our district governor. The telephones were not so I could 
camdcate, and I couldn't understand anytlhg either, So, I finally 
loaded up ny w i f e  and childrm and the cabs would only a n y  four 
people. So, f had two cabs and I had the -ions on how to get to 
this fdlm's place down in cesltral Taip& I only had it on one 
piece of paper and I w a s  scared to death that we w e r e  going Go lose 
the other cab, but we didn't. W e  got down there and so then I got out 
and mt up to his office. It w a s  a great big office, a l l  sorts of 
people, a l l  sorts of typewriters and adding machines and that sort of 
thing. It was a l l  in  one great big mom. lhey were -9 ne, but 
this f e l lm  wasn't there. He gave me d i d i o n s  to go to a different 
place. W e l l ,  this was where the meeting was to be. So, we got back 
in the cab and had another piece of paper tell ing where t o  go. I give 
it to the cab driver, and so off we went. We gat there and started t o  
get out and then the doorman carne out and said, Wo, no, no, He gave 
me anather piece of paper. They had moved their meeting place. 

W e l l ,  we finally got t o  the meeting place, a different p lae ,  ElMd SO 
we a l l  weht in. Of course, we were  all a bedraggled looking bun&, 
but they held the meeting for us. !they knew we were camiYlg. This was 
a meeting of maybe a hundred or so Taiwanese Rotarians, and there were 
two levels, as they sanetimes have. The 1- level people, and the 
hoi-poiloy, and the next l w e l  up, and then finally the top one w e r e  
the top off im, where the speaker w a s  azld the presidmt was 
presiding. And so they w e l m  us, and said they were so glad to 
have me. They put me next to scrmebodty, of course, who could &peak 
English. This rather distinguished lmking gentlemn was there, 
it 'cum& out he was smne fellow frmn a college here in the Midwest. 
He began by saying he was so glad to see me, or smethhg lika 'Ehis 
and s ~ k e  h Ehglish for awhile, and then switched to -, 
(laughter) 

Wlt it just shows you haw very, very hospihhle these m L e  can be. 
I raathr abut that time there was sane s a n d a l  witkt the Tokyo club. 
W e l l ,  it wasn't m c t l y  a but they Wdn't figure out haw in 
the world the Towo club was getting so mch money for the Paul Harris 
fellows. And everybody in the Tokyo club became a Paul Harris fellow. 
And, of course, Rotary is so strong in Jam because they had nothing 
in the way of civic clubs at a l l ,  until after the war,  ard  sen Row 
came in w i t h  a vengeance and it dces pretty well. It the 
whole field, and the other civic clubs there don't mount to anything. 
It is a l l  Rotary. Well, it turned out what was h a p i n g  was when 
they tmk in a new member, they would exact what was the equivalent of 
our thousand-dallar initiation fee, (laughter) which they shsuldn t 
do, and they got t h a t  straightened out, finally. They are vary 
gung-ho on Rotary. 

Q: I remember seeing something about that, smewkm. 

A: They &so were very mu& so in Taiwan, too. (inaudible) 








