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PREFACE 

This manuscr ipt  i s  t h e  p roduc t  of aud io  tape-recorded i n t e r v i e w s  con- 
duc ted  by Mrs. Mary Louise  McCarthy, w h i l e  p u r s u i n g  h e r  Mas te r s  Degree,  
f o r  the Ora l  H i s t o r y  OlFice  of Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  
F a l l  Semester of 1980. M r s .  Gay Ruble P i a t c h e k  t r a n s c r i b e d  t h e  t a p e s  
and M r s .  McCarthy e d i t e d  t h c  t r a n s c r i p t .  

M r .  A l b e r t  W .  Banton, Jr .  i s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park  S e r v i c e  Super in tenden t  
f o r  L inco ln  Home i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s .  M r .  Banton began h i s  c a r e e r  
a s  a s e a s o n a l  Park  H i s t o r i a n  a t  C o l o n i a l  Nat ional  H i s t o r i c  Park  a t  
Yorktown, V i r g i n i a  i n  1947 .  Because of his in re res - t  in t h e  Ctvil War 
p e r i o d  of American h i s t o r y ,  he t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Vjcksbvrg N a t i o n a l  M i l i -  
t a r y  Park  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  t o  become a  Superv i sory  P a r k  H i s t o r i a n .  L a t e r ,  
h e  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  L inco ln  Boyhood N a t i o n a l  Memorial Park i n  I n d i a n a  
and w h i l c  t h e r e  h e  a s s i s r e d  i n  t h e  development of t h e  new p a r k  f o r  
George Rogers C l a r k .  Then, i n  1969, M r .  Banton was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  
development of a  s i t e  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s .  H e  c r e a t e d  t h e  L i n c o l n  
Home N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  S i t e .  A s  t h e  o n l y  Super in tenden t  t h e  s i t e  h a s  
e v e r  had,  he  f e e l s  that:   he p a r k  and h imse l f  have grown up t o g e t h e r .  
He h a s  s p e n t  a t o t a l  o f  33 y e a r s  i n  t h e  Park  S e r v i c e  and d u r i n g  c h a t  
t ime  h e  h a s  been exposed t o  a  wide range  of h i s t o r i c  a r e a s  and d i f f e r e n t  
t ime  p e r i o d s .  During t h a t  t ime  M r .  Banton has become v e r y  aware of a 
need f o r  more h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  A s  p a r t  of 
t h i s  c f f o r t  twelve o t h e r  h i s t o r i c  homes a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  L i n c o l n  Home 
have been p r e s e r v e d  and a r e  be ing  saved and  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  r e s t o r e d  
through h i s  e f f o r t s .  M r .  Banton f c e l s  that  i t  i s  impor tan t  t h a t  t h e  
s t o r y  o f  Abraham L i n c o l n ,  t h e  f a m i l y  man, shou ld  be  t o l d  and t o  show 
him a s  p a r t  of h i s  community. 

Readers o f  t h e  oral h i s t o r y  memoir should  b e a r  i.n mind t h a t  .it i s  a. 
t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  n a r r a t o r ,  and 
e d i t o r  s o u g h t t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n f o r m a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
i n h e r e n t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e s .  Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  
n o t  responsib1,e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l .  accuracy  of t h e  memoir, n o r  t h e  views 
expressed  t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  judge.  

The manuscr ipt  may he  read ,  quo ted ,  and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  S t  may n o t  b e  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical  
w i t h o u t  pe rmiss ion  i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  Sangamon 
S t a t c  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708,  
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A l b e r t  W .  Banton, October 22 ,  1980, S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l 1 7 i n o l s .  

Mary Lou McCarthy, I n t e r v i e w e r .  

Q .  Good morning, M r .  Banton. I ' m  s o  ve ry  p l e a s e d  you 've  a l lowed me 
some of your  v a l u a b l e  t i m e .  I wonder i f  you would t e l l  u s  some of 
your e a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park  S e r v i c e .  

A .  I began my c a r e e r  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park  S e r v i c e  a s  t h e  seasona l  
park  r a n g e r  h i s t o r i a n  a t  Colon ia l  Nat ional  H i s t o r i c a l  Park  a t  Yask- 
t own ,  V i r g i n i a  i n  1947,  and s e r v e d  i n  v a r i o u s  c a p a c i t i e s  t h e r e  u n t i l  
1958, when I t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Vickshurg N a t i o n a l  Mi l i t a ry  Park  where I 
was t h e  Superv i sory  Park  H i s t o r i a n .  I s e r v e d  a t  Vicksburg d u r i n g  t h e  
i n t e r e s t i n g  p e r i o d  of thc l a t e  f i f t i e s  u n t i l  1965 when 1 was t r a n s -  
f e r r e d  t o  L i n c o l n  Boyhood N a t i o n a l  Memorial Park  i n  October of 1965. 
And i n  1967,  t h e  s t a t e  of I n d i a n a  t r a n s f e r r e d  The Gcorge Rogers Cla rk  
Memorial t o  t h e  Naciona,  Park  S e r v i c e ,  and t h a t  became p a r t  of my 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a l s o .  I n  1969 ,  t h e  congressman of t h e  20th d i s t r i c t  
of Ill i n a i s ,  P a u l  F i n d l e y ,  had put i n t o  t h e  hopper i n  Washingron a 
b i l l  t o  c r e a t e  a N a t i o n a l  Park  S e r v i c e  a r e a  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  
and b e i n g  t h e  n e a r e s t  superintendent w i t h  some e x p e r i e n c e  i n  new a r e a s ,  
I was appointed what they  c a l l  a p r o j e c t  key man, and fee l  l i k e  I ' v e  
grown up w i t h  t h i s  p r o j e c t  h e r e  s i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n  i n  1969 t o  the  
p r e s e n t  t i m c .  

Q .  Oh,  hat's wonder fu l .  And t o  b e  i n  on. t h e  beg inn ings  of t h i n g s  
i s  s o  e x c i t i n g .  How many s t a t e s  have you s e r v e d  i n ,  Mr. Banton? 

A. I ' v e  s e r v e d  i.n f o u r  s t a t e s :  V i r g i n i a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  I n d i a n a  and 
i n  T l l i n o i s .  

Q .  Oh, t h a t ' s  wonderfu.1. How many p a r k s  i n  all .?  

A. Wel l ,  i t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h e  p a r k s ,  because C o l o n i a l  i s  a l a r g e  p a r k ,  
i t ' s  a c t u a l l y  two p a r k s .  The Yorktown B a t t l e f i e l d  a r e a  is some s i x  
thousand f i v e  hundred a c r e s  and we j u s t  celebrated--we b e i n g  that I 
fee l  t h a t  p a r t  of my s p i r i t  i s  s t i l l  there--we j u s t  c e l e b r a t e d  t h i s  
l a s t  Sunday, t h e  1 9 9 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of Lord Cnmwal.1i.s' s u r r e n d e r  which 
i s  w h a t  makes t h a t  p a r k  so impor tan t .  J u s t  twenty-one m i l e s  away i s  
Jamestown, t h e  f i r s t  permanent E n g l i s h  S e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  New World, 
and t h e s e  two p a r k s ,  one t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  and the o t h e r  one t o  t h e  
s o u t h  of Wil l iamsburg c r e a t e  what is  known as t h e  Crad le  of  t h e  Repub- 
l i c  f o r  -it was h e r e  t h a t  Jamestown was a founding,  t h e  c a p i t a l  was 
moved t o  Wil l iamsburg,  and t h e n  t h c  B r i t i . s h  connec t ion  wa.s braken  a t  
Yorktown i n  1781. So i.n a twenty-onc m i l e  a r e a  we have t h e  s t o r y  of 
t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  of American h i s t o r y  and t h i s  i s  t h e  name--Colonial 
N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c a l  Park .  

Q, Oh, t h a t ' s  wonderful .  It makes m e  s o  e x c i t e d  about  e a r l y  h i s t o r y .  
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Who were t h e  peop le  who a c t u a l ~ l y  planned t h e  Linco1.n Park  as it i s  
now? 

A .  The Linco ln  Home N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  S i t e  was--I can't: t e l l  you where 
t h e  p l an  began. A c t u a l l y  f o r  t h i s  p a r k ,  t h e r e  have been many p l a n s ,  
b e f o r e  t h e  p a r k  s e r v i c e  e v e r  came al.ong. The area around t h e  L i n c o l n  
Home, t h e  e a r l i e s t  p lan  t h a t  I ' v e  been a b l e  t o  d i s c o v e r  goes back t o  
j u s t  a f t e r  World War I. There  was a  p l a n  f o r  t h i s  a r e a .  I t ' s  always 
been i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  m e  t h a t  every p1a.n encompassed f o u r  c i t y  blacks.  
So t h e  f o u r  b l o c k  a r e a  was n o t  a  new concept  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park 
S e r v i c e .  I n  f ac t  i t  was one o f  t h e  o p t i o n s  t h a t  we cons idered ,  we 
proposed.  Some of  t h e  e a r l y  p l a n s  were p a r t  of a master p l a n  f o r  a l l  
o f  S p r i n g f i e l d  and what we'd c a l l  a  r e g i o n a l  p l a n ,  rea1l.y. One of 
them c a l l e d ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  f o r  a l l  of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  excep t  the Linco ln  
Home t o  b e  t aken  down i n  t h e  f o u r  block.  a r e a ,  t h a t  Seventh  and Ninth  
S t r e e t s ,  Seventh  S t r e e t  on t h e  wes t  s i d e ,  and Ninth  Street on t h e  east 
s i d e  would be  t h e  a r e a  r e s e r v e d  f o r  s t a t e  and county and c i t y  govern- 
mental  b u i l d i n g s  and E igh th  S t r e e t  would have become a r e f l - e c t i n g  pool  
and you would have had a  m i n i a t u r e  m a l l  l i k e  i n  Washington, D.C, 

Q .  It sounds gorgeous.  

A.  The C a p i t o l  b u i l d i n g  a t  one end of C a p i t o l  S t r e e t  and a t  t h e  e a s t  
end would have been t h e  t r a i n  depot  f o r  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  and t h i s  p l a n  even 
looked t o  a parkway on b o t h  s i d e s  of t h e  Sangamon River  from Spring- 
f i e l d  t o  New Salem. 

Q ,  How much would something l i k e  t h a t  have c o s t ?  In  t h e  m i l l i o n s ?  

A. Yes,  probab1.y even i n  t h e  days  t h a t  i t  was thought  o f ,  b u t  of 
c o u r s e ,  i t  d i d n ' t  f l y ,  b u t  no p l a n  e v e r  f l i e s  i n  t o t a l .  1 mean if a 
p l a n  is  r e d l y  concei.ved as a p l a n ,  i t  exceeds money, i . t l  exceeds  hope 
and e v e r y t h i n g  else, b u t  it  h a s  t o  have a l o n g  r e a c h  i f  you want t o  
c a l l  i t  t h a t  beyond what you can a c t u a l l y  accomplish ,  b u t  i t  gives you 
t h a t  s t r e t c h a b i l i t y  Lo g e t  t o  where you want to g e t .  

Q .  A l a r g e  dream t o  b e g i n  w i t h  . . . 
A. Yes, s u r e .  

Q.  Did t h e  s t a t e  of I l l i n o i s ,  d i d  i t  f i r s t - - i s  t h a t  t rue - - tha t  [ t h e  
s t a t e  of I l l i n o i s ]  purchased L i n c o l n ' s  home f i rs t?  

A. No, t h e  s t a t e  d i d  n o t  purchase  ~ i n c o l n ' s  home. ~ i a c o l n ' s  home was 
a dona t ion  by Robert  L inco ln  t o  t h e  peop le  of t h e  s ta te  OF I l l i n o i s  
by a deed i n  1879. H e  f d t  t h a t  i t  shou ld  be  a f i t t i n g  memorial t o  
h i s  f a t h e r  and s o  h e  deeded it t o  t h e  peop le  of I l l - i n o i s  and the house 
was open t o  v i s i t o r s  from t h a t  t ime  and s t i l l  today i s .  Up u n t i l  
about  1955, t h e  v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  home saw t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and t h a t  was 
it--he d i d  n o t  see t h e  second f l o o r  because  the  second f l o o r  was a  
r e s i d e n c e  f o r  the c u s t o d i a n ,  b u t  t h e  governor ,  Governor S t r a t t o n ,  



dec ided  t h a t  t h e  second f l o o r  ought  t o  a l s o  b e  opened, s o  t h e r e  was a 
major r e n o v a t i o n  o f  t h e  house ,  s t a b i l i z a t i o n ,  as we c a l l  i t ,  today ,  
o f  t h e  house ,  and d i f f e r e n t  p a t r i o t i c  groups  g a t h e r e d  money and fu r -  
n i s h i n g s  t o  f u r n i s h  the. second f l o o r  s o  it  could  be opened t o  v i s i t o r s ,  

Q. Now, most a l l  the t h i n g s  i n  t h e r e  now a r e  a u t h e n t i c  L inco ln?  

A. Mary Lo,u, t h e r e  a r e  about s i x t y - e i g h t  o r i g i n a l  documented L i n c o l n  
f u r n i s h i n g s  i n  t h e  house,  t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  a l l  peri .od p i e c e s .  But n o t  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  L inco ln  fami1.y. 

Q .  But you gc t  the f u l l  e f f ec t  o f  how it  was when t h e  L i n c o l n s  
r e s i d e d  t h e r e .  

A .  Yes. This  h a s  been t h e  p l a n  a l l  a l o n g  t h a t  the house would look  
as though t h c  L i n c o l n s  had j u s t  l e f t .  We do have some problems i n  
t h i s - - i t ' s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g - i t  i s  t h a t  t h i s  lawyer  who must have 
c e r t a i n l y  done t h i n g s  w i t h  w i l l s  and i n v e n t o r i e s  and s o  f o r t h ,  l e f t  
none o f  h i s  own. So,  we d o n ' t  know excep t  f a r  a few remarks made by 
peop le  i n  l e t t e r s  and t l i c rc  a r e  a  f e w  b i l l s  of s a l e .  A s  you know, when 
M r .  L inco ln  went t o  Washington, h e  went a s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t - e l e c t .  H e  
chose  t o  s e l l  some of h i s  f u r n i t u r e  and i s s u e d  some b i l l s  o f  s a l e  f o r  
t h e  p i e c e s  t o  some peop le ,  bu t  t h e r e  is no r e c o r d  of what he s o l d .  We 
d o n ' t  know even who got a l l  t h e  p i e c e s  t h a t  were s o l d ,  and except f o r  
some l e t t e r s  which have s u r v i v e d ,  t h a t  Mary w r o t e  back t o  h e r  f r i e n d s ,  
about f u r n i t u r e  t h a t  s h e  had s t o r e d  w i t h  some of h e r  f r i e n d s  and 
n e i g h b o r s ,  we might n o t  know what s h e  l e f t  i n  s t o r a g e .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  
s h e  bought a  s o f a  and s h e  had s t o r e d  t h a t  and s h e  wro te  t o  one af  h e r  
ne ighbors  and s a i d  t o  h e r  i n  words l i k e ,  'Why d o n ' t  you drop i n  and 
s e e  i1 my s o f a  i s  b e i n g  t a k e n  c a r e  o f ? "  

Q.  T h a t ' s  wonderful .  I know M r .  S u l l f v a n  is your  c u r a t o r ,  i s n ' t  h e ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  And h e  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  ve ry  c a r e f u l l y  keeping a l l  t h e  pieces, 
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  c h i n a ,  chinawarc and t h e  d i f f e r e n t  d e l i c a t e  p i e c e s  
t h a t  Mary had and more i s  be ing  shown, a l t e r n a t i n g ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A .  Yes, Again,  excep t  from fragments  we've found or was found, l e t ' s  
put  i t  t h a t  way, i n  t h e  p r i v y  p i t s  i n  t h e  back  yard,  and s o  f o r t h  at  
t i m e s  when e x c a v a t i o n s  took  p l a c e ,  from t h e  f ragments  t h a t  we know 
t h a t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  of c h i n a  were used,  we've t r i e d  t o  get  
a t  l e a s t  two of t h o s e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  are no d e t a i l s .  No one 
s i t s  down and w r i t e s  o r  I shou ld  say  few w r i t e  a d i a r y  t h a t  says,  today 
I used my Blue  Willoware--that  wasn ' t Mary' s--but I 'm j u s t  u s i n g  
as [an example]--the d e t a i l s  t h a t  we use t h i s ,  t ha t  o r  t h e  o t h e r .  
Maybe a t  s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n s  b u t  s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n s  arc t h a t  s p e c i a l ,  
they  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l  you about  peop le  t h a t  l i v e d  every  day.  This 
ris what w e  want t o  know o r  would l i k e  t o  know more about  t h e  L i n c o l n  
f a m i l y .  Because o u r  v i s i t o r s  a r e  fami ly  o r  t h e y  have come from a 
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family--they a r e p r o d u c t s  of a fami ly  and s o  t h e y  c o d d  r e l a t e  to them. 
The s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n s  a r e  l i k c  a man becoming pres ident- - then h e  becomes 
a p u b l i c  f i g u r e  and peop le  keep a l l  k i n d s  o f  r e c o r d s  and s o  f o r t h  on 
them, b u t  what was h e  l i k e  b e f o r e .  My f e e l i n g  about  Abraham L i n c o l n  
as I s a i d  t o  you, I worked a s  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  i n  L i n c o l n  Boyhood 
N a t i o n a l  Memorial i n  L inco ln  Ci ty .  L inco ln  l i v e d  t h e r e  from t h e  t ime  
h e  w a s  seven u n t i l  h e  was 2 1 ,  and he  moved on t o  I J l i n o i s ,  I t 's  a 
maddening j o b .  Maddening because  o f  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y ,  we know t h a t  t h e  
man i n  h i s  own autobiography t o l d  u s  h e  l i v e d  t h e r e .  We know t h a t  
t h c  a r e a  f o r  i n s t a n c e  where h i s  mother ' s  b u r i e d  h a s  been i d e n t i f i e d  
a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s .  But when you want t o  know something about  t h e  peop le  
and how they l i v e d  i n  the  L i n c o l n  fami ly  I 've  somewhat always had t h e  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  i t  was l i k c  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  O F  a phil.osopher--you're i n  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  b r i n g  a b l i n d  man i n  a dungeon l o o k i n g  f a r  a b l a c k  
c a t  t h a t  i s n ' t  t h e r e .  W e l l ,  i t ' s  n o t  r e a l l y  t h a t  bad,  b u t  you know, 
when Abraham L i n c o l n ,  i n  h i s  own autobiography states t h a t  i n  1816,  we 
moved from Kentucky t o  B u r r i c a n c  township,  P r a i r i e  county,  I n d i a n a  
and t h e  n e x t  s t a t e m e n t  h e  s a y s  "here  1 grew up." The n e x t  s t a t e m e n t  
a f t e r  t h a t  is  " i n  1816 we removed t o  I l l i n o i s . "  What doesl 'here  'L 
grew up" t e l l  you? 

Q.  Oh, my. 

A. And excep t  f o r  some o t h e r  t h i n g s  l i k e  h i s  a d v e n t u r e  of s h o o t i n g  a 
t u r k e y  through t h e  c r a c k  i n  t h e  c a b i n  w a l l ,  and he s a i d  the  s i g h t  o f  
t h c  blood was s o  nox ious  t o  him t h a t  h e  never  wanted t o  k i l l  any o t h e r  
1 i v i n g  t h i n g .  H e  made t h i s  s ta temcnt  whcn some were  s a y i n g  t h a t  h e  
was a b u w h e r  f o r  t h e  C i v i l  War and h e  s a i d  how can t h e y  a c c u s e  me of 
such ,  when h e  r e l a t e d  t h e  ru rkey  i n c i d e n t .  There are j u s t  t h e  l i t t l c  
v i g n e t t e s  t h a t  keeps you l o o k i n g  t h a t  i t ' s  s t i l l  t h e r e  b u t  when you 
go t o  l o o k  f o r  i t ,  i t  i s n ' t  t h e r e .  So many t i m e s  what we have  t o  do 
i s  LO s t u d y  t h e  ne ighbors .  If we can Find o u t  about  t h e  n e i g h b o r s ,  
then  w e  make an  assessment  of what i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e s e  
two people .  Was t h r  background s i m i . 1  a r ,  was t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  o r  s o c i d  
s t a n d i n g  and i f  we can  l e v e l  t h o s c  o u t ,  t h e n  we can assume t h a t  i f  t h e  
known d i d  t h i s ,  t h e n  the unknown d i d  t h a t  o r  something a l i t t l e  less 
b u t  i n  t h e  same . . . s o .  

Q .  How do we know t h e  s t o r i e s  of Abe L i n c o l n  borrowing t h e  book and 
t h e n  t r a v e l i n g  back t o  a ne ighbor  t o  r e t u r n  the book, i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  
a n  educat ion--anything f o r  a book, a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  I know I l e a r n e d  . . . 
A .  Well ,  you have t o  rmember  t h a t  t h e r e  were d i f f e r e n t  v a l u e s  a t  
t h e  t i m e ,  and a man s t u d y i n g ,  reading with t h i s  al l-consuming, i t  
seemed l i k e  a t t i t u d e ,  f o r  knowledge, w a s  a s  odd i n  t h a t  t i m e  when 
p h y s i c a l  work, when a man was measured n o t  by h i s  knowledge, b u t  
w i t h  h i s  arms and w i t h  h i s  back--Abraham Linco ln  was unusua l .  

Q.  And y e t  he was marve.lous:l.y s t r o n g ,  I mean he was aS.ways admired 
f o r  h i s  s t r e n g t h .  
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A .  T h a t ' s  t r u e  and h e  s a i d  hc l i v e d  w i t h  an axe from t h e  t i m e  h e  was 
seven teen  till h e  was twenty- three  y e a r s  o l d .  Why do peop le  remember? 
Because whomever o r  whatever  is  n o t  a normal e v e n t .  Going back, 
r e l a t i n g  t o  my I n d i a n a  exper ience ,  you know i t  w a s n ' t  u n t i l  Abraham 
Linco ln  was a s s a s s i n a t e d  t h a t  peop le  r e a l l y  wanted t o  know a n y t h i n g  
abou t  Abraham L i n c o l n ' s  background. And I can imagine t h e  problem o f ,  
l e t ' s  s a y  a modern day r e p o r t e r  going back  i n  r ime t o  a community 
where somebody had l i v e d ,  some t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s  p rev ious  and s a y i n g  
t o  you, "What. do you remember abou t?"  O f  c o u r s e ,  Abraham's p h y s i c a l  
s t a t u r e  was unusua l ,  I mean h e  was t a l l ,  l o n g  arms and b i g  f e e t .  
They were  s i z e  t h i r t e e n s  and h e  wasn ' t  t h e  handsomest man, and t h e s e  
a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  peop le  remembered, and you know, t h e  unusual  t h i n g s ,  
b u t  t h e  everyday r h i n g s  were l o s t  because  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  cons idered  
impor tan t  enough t o  remember. 

Q .  Do you f e e l  from your  s t u d y  of L i n c o l n ,  t h a t  Mary Todd and Abraham 
had a happy mar r ied  l i f e .  I t h i n k  peop le  f r e q u e n t l y  f e e l  not: and I 
always f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  d i d .  

A. I d o n ' t  mean t o  answer a q u e s t i o n  by a q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  question 
i n  my mind is :  What i s  happ iness?  To some peop le ,  e x i s t e n c e  is happi-  
n e s s ,  t o  o t h e r  peop le ,  u n l e s s  i t ' s  s u b l i m e n e ~ s ,  i t ' s  n o t  happ iness .  
I have always f e l t  t h a t  Abraham and Mary l o v e d  one a n o t h e r  v e r y  deep ly .  
T h i s  i s  shown by when one of t h e  boys go t  s i ck ,  and Abraham w a s  i n  
Chicago, Mary s c n t  f o r  him. Abraham was concerned about: Mary when 
t h e r e  were  s torms bccausc  h e  knew . . . 
Q .  A t h o u g h t f u l  g e s t u r e .  

A.  Yes, I mean I have n e v e r  remembered a n y t h i n g  t h a t  t o  me was more 
touch ing  t h a n  t h e  words i n s i d e  o f  Mary 's r i n g ,  ''Love i s  e t e r n a l  ." The 
more you c h i n k  abou t  i t ,  how more p o s i t i v e  a statement:  could b e  made? 
How about  a man who broke  an engagement because  h e  thought  he was n o t  
worthy of t h i s  woman? There  i s  n o t h i n g  b u t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  Everybody 
has t h e i r  f r u s t r a t i o n s .  We e x p l a i n  them i n  one way o r  a n o t h e r ,  b u t  
we accept them, you know what I mean, a s  p a r t  o f  j u s t  b e i n g  alive. 
And, I t h i n k  i n  thc  p a s t  some peop le  have made t o o  much over  Mary's 
headaches ,  Mary's p u s h i n e s s ,  want ing Abraham t o  succeed ,  a l l  o f  t h e s e  
t h i n g s .  You know, Mary, b e i n g  a v c r y  r e f i n e d  woman, seeing her c h i l -  
d ren  d i e  i n  f r o n t  of h e r  a l m o s t ,  today we would recommend immediately 
t h a t  she go t o  a p s y c h i a t r i s t  o r  go t o  somebody who could  h e l p  h e r  
wi th  h e r  menta l  problems. There  w a s n ' t  such a t h i n g .  ~epression was 
cons idered  p a r t  o f  madness, s o  you know, we need t o  assess t h i n g s  i n  
o u r  own t ime  wirh our  own background. 

I always th ink  when I ' m  i n  t h i s  frame, t h a t  in t h e  days when I used  
t o  t a k e  t o u r s  over  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  and t h i s  of c o u r s e ,  a f t e r  World 
War I T ,  and t h e  young c h i l d r e n  would s a y ,  "If  I had a machine gun, I 
cou ld  wipe o u t  t h e  whole B r i t i s h  Army.'' The q u e s t i o n  you have t o  
remember is t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  machine guns. They were 350 yards  
apa. r t  f i r i n g  w i t h  f l in t locks - -was  , the s t a n d a r d  o f  t h e  .time. So we 
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c a n ' t  make excuses,  w e  c a n ' t  say ,  " i f "  modern medicine had been t o  
whcre it is  today. We j u s t  have t o  accept  t h ings  wi th in  t h e  frame- 
work t h a t  they were, not  making any excuses o r  anything else. There 
were t r i a l s ,  1 mean, c e r t a f n l y  Abraham's being gone f o r  t h r e e  months 
i n  t he  sp r ing  and t h r e e  months i n  t h e  f a l l  was something; be ing  l e f t  
a lone .  O f  course t h e r e  were sea  cap ta ins  who l e f t  f o r  yea r s ,  t h e i r  
wives were l e f t  f o r  years .  But a l l  i n  a l l ,  I t h i n k  t h e  two of them 
had a j u s t  wonderful r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  cons idera t ion  f o r  bo th .  I have 
never bought t h e  d e t r a c t o r s .  I have read them and I ' ve  found  hat 
t h e r e  were too many loopholes i n  t h e i r  work to t ake  it r e a l l y  s e r i o u s l y ,  
bu t  you have t o  read them t o  know what t h e y ' r e  s ay ing .  

Q. Oh, w e l l  t h a t ' s  such a s a t i s f a c t i o n .  I wanted t o  ask about ,the 
l ove ly  c u r t a i n s  he re .  Now, i s  t h i s  a t y p e  of a copy of t h e  c u r t a i n s  
t h a t  were used i n  t h a t  e r a ?  

A .  T l ~ e  c u r t a i n s  a r e  l a c c  c u r t a i n s ,  and they a r e  of a p a t t e r n  of t h e  
per iod .  Now, we don ' t  know t h a t  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  p a t t e r n s  were used 
i n  t h i s  house. One of t h e  problems tha, t  you have wi th  bu i ld ings  and 
i n  p re se rva t ion  i s - - tha t  i s  you knew t h e  patrerns--who makes i t ?  Does 
anyone make i t ?  Because, i t  was kind of l i k e  I was looking f o r  some 
wal lpaper ,  and 1: had t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  pa , t te rn  i.n mind, and t h e  man s a i d ,  
"Well, t h e y ' r e  no t  making t h a t  now, they may make i t  again i n  ten 
yea r s , "  but  t h e s e  th ings  change. So j u s t  t h e  idea  t h a t  l a c e  c u r t a i n s  
were used is probably the  b e s t  t h a t  you can convey because t h e  b e s t  
ma te r i a l  i s  no t  going t o  l a s t  140 yea r s .  

Q. Oh, no. But i t ' s  s o  d e l i c a t e  and so a t t r a c t i v e  t h a t  you ge t  
t h e  f e e l i n g  of Mary's refi.nement and h e r  background and t h a t  the Todds 
werc a  wealthy and comfortable family.  

A.  One of t h e  things t h a t  1 had hoped f o r  i n  .my p ipe  dreams which 
w i l l  no t  come t r u e ,  i s  t h a t  I had hoped t h a t  i n  t h e  Lincoln Home, 
Mary, t h e r e  might be  another  home o r  two r e b u i l t  and furn ished  appto- 
p r i a t e l y  f o r  t h e  person who li.ved t h e r e .  One of t h e  problems, as I 
s e e  i t ,  is  t h a t  when a  person comes and sees M r .  ~ i n c o l n ' s  home and 
then he sees  t h i r r e e n  o the r  bui.l.dings t h a t  we a r e  maintaining,  h e  has  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  assume t h a t  everybody l i v e d  i n  t hose  o t h e r  bu i ld ings ,  
l i v e d  a t  t h i s  s tandard .  Now, t h e  reason f o r  my personal ly  wanting a  
couple of o t h e r  bui.ldi.ngs--I t h i n k  t h a t  M r .  Lincoln was no b e t t e r  
than some and no worse o f f  than many. 

There were o t h e r s  l i k e  J e s s e  DuBois who wa.s t h e  a u d i t o r  of t h e  s t a t e  
of I l l i n o i s ,  who pu t  M r .  L incoln ' s  name up f o r  t h e  nominating f o r  
P re s iden t  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  who was a neighbor down t h e  s t r e e t .  
I ' v e  o f t e n  wondered, what kind o f  f u r n i t u r e  d i d  he  have i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  Abraham-was it worse o r  b e t t e r ,  ' o r  how about one of t h e  l a d i e s  
who w a s  a widow and had some c h i l d r e n  and took i n b o a r d e r s - h e r  fu rn i -  
t u r e  couldn ' t  have been a s  n i c e  as M r .  ~ i n c o l n ' s .  So we need, i n  my 
eyes,  something t o  ba lance  th ings ,  t o  put Abraham Lincoln I n  h i s  s e t t i n g .  



Q. Have we e v e r  found a descendant  o f  t h e  ne ighbors  i n  M r .  L i n c o l n ' s  
neighborhood? 

A. Oh, y e s ,  s u r e .  There a r e  n e i g h h o r s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e r e ' s  a l a r g e  
fami ly  of S p r i n g e r s  h e r e .  Now, D r .  S p r i n g e r  i s  t h e  one who b u i l t  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  t h a t  w e  ca l l .  t h e  Arno1.d house.  C h a r l e s  Arnold was t h e  s h e r i f f  
of Sangamon County, b u t  t h e  house w a s  b u i l t  and l i v e d  i n  by Rev. S p r i n g e r .  
S p r i n g e r  was a  Lutheran  m i n i s t e r  and t h e  Lu theran  Church i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  
was cs tab1, ished i n  h i s  house ,  so  t h e r e  a r e  a l a rge  number of S p r i n g e r s  
l i v i n g  h e r e  i n  town, I n  f a c t  t h e  fami ly  had a reun ion  about two y e a r s  
ago and t h e y  came by h e r e  t o  see w h a t  we were going t o  do about: t h a t  
house .  So t h c r e  a r e  s t i l l .  peapile around--we i n h e r i t e d  t h r e e  p i e c e s  
of f u r n i t u r e  from, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of--another one of t h e  peop le  
from t h e  home who had a r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  L i n c o l n ,  b u t  t h e s e  p i e c e s  
were n o t  L i n c o l n  Home f u r n i s h i n g s ,  and we have t h o s e  t h r e e  p i e c e s  up 
i n  our  e d u c a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  now a s  p a r t  o f  t h a t  e x h i b i t .  

Q .  1 see. Tlow many homes a r e  you complete ly  r e s t o r i n g  on t h e  L inco ln  
s i t e ?  

A. Well,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  a l l  of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  w e  have r e t a i n e d  which 
a r e  some f o u r t e e n  b u i l d i n g s ,  w i l l  b e ,  I d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  u s e  r h e  term 
I 1  r e s t o r e d "  becausc  a  r e s t o r a t i o n  is  u s u a l l y  i n s i d e  and o u t ,  b u t  what 
w e ' r e  do ing  o r  p l a n  Lo do i s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  i t s  s i z e  a t  
t h e  t ime  L i n c o l n  l i v e d  h e r e ,  because  a l l  t h e s e  b u i l d i a g s  have had 
a d d i t i o n s  made t o  them. I n  some c a s e s ,  a second s t o r y  was added, i n  
many c a s e s ,  many rooms on to  t h e  back,  a s  many as e i g h t  rooms were  
added on t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g .  Our p l a n  is t o  reduce  them s o  
t h a t  t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  and such  t h i n g s  a s  t h e  windows and s o  f o r t h  w i l l  
l o o k ,  be  t r e a t e d  l i k e  t h e y  were i n  L i n c o l n ' s  t ime.  The i n t e r i o r  can 
be  adap ted  t o  modern l i v i n g .  

Q. And ,then t h e y ' l l  b e  occupied by park  peop le ,  pe rhaps  o r  . . . 
A .  We d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l l  o f  them should be  occupied by park people .  
In f a c t  a q u e s t i o n  w e ' r e  going through right: now, i s ,  i f  any,  how many, 
by park peop le .  What we would l i k c  t o  do,  o u r  i n t e n t i o n  i s  t o  r e s t o r e  
t h e  a r e a .  

Q. Could I a s k  how many peop le  come through t h e  home each year, Nr. 
Banton? 

A. L a s t  y e a r  w a s  over  402,000. Now, because  o f  t h e  energy s i t u a t i o n  
and s o  f o r t h ,  t h a t  i s  n o t   he h i g h e s t  y e a r  t h a t  we've had s i n c e  we've 
been h e r e .  1973,  w e  had 658,000. But s i n c e  t h a t  t ime  w e  have been 
s lowly  dropping t o  t h e  p l a c e  t h a t ,  w e l l ,  l e t ' s  see ,  we were a t  450,000 
i n  1978, 402,000 i n  1979,  and we expec t  it w i l l  b e  somewhere i n  t h e  
neighborhood of 425,000 t h i s  y e a r  which i s  a s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e ,  b u t  when 
peop le  g e t  r e a d j , u s t e d  t o  o u r  c i rcumstances ,  f t h l n k  our  v i s i t a t i o n  
w i l l  go back up. But we have a concern,  you know, o u r  o l d  house ,  
M r .  L i n c o l n ' s  l o v e l y  house  is  now 144 y e a r s  o l d ,  and t h e  q u e s t i o n  g e t s  
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t o  b e  hnw l o n g  can i t  ho ld .  You s e e ,  t h e n ,  t h e  miss ion  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Park  S e r v i c e ,  t n  i t ' s  ac t  of 191.6 s t a t e s  t h a t  w e  a r e  t o  p r e s e r v e  f o r  
f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  unimpaired.  So,  t h e  q u e s t i n n  always is--how much 
can you u s e  and y e t  s a v e  some f o r  t h o s e  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  tha t  we have 
coming on? 

Q .  Oh, d e a r .  The founda t ions  have t o  b e  redone  e v e n t u a l l y ,  do you 
t h i n k ?  

A .  The b u i j d i n g ,  i n  t h e  n e x t  two y c a r s ,  1 b e l i e v e  i t ' s  i n  t h e  1983 
budge t ,  w i l l  g e t  a  going-over.  We have s p e n t  a lmost  a y e a r  w i t h  a n  
engineering f i r m  from h e r e  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  going o v e r  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of 
t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  l o o k i n g  a t  i t ,  p u l l i n g  p a r t s  o f  t h e  f l o o r  o f f ,  l o o k i n g  
undernea th ,  l o o k i n g  through--we have X-rayed t h e  w a l l s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  
t o  s e e  what i s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  s o  we can make a n  assess- 
ment of what needs  t o  be  done t o  keep t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  a n o t h e r  f i f t y  
t o  a  hundred y e a r s .  Analyzing t h e s e  t h i n g s  as t o  what have we done 
a l r e a d y  t h a t  wc might n o t  need t o  do. You know, we k i n d  o f  need l i k e  
t h e  d o c t o r ,  we need t o  l o o k  a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  once a y e a r  t o  g e t  a p h y s i c a l .  

Q. P r e v e n t i v e  medicin.e. 

A .  Yes, you know a t  one t ime  f o r  k s t a n c e ,  a t  one day the  t h i . r d  F r i d a y  
i n  May i n  1 9 7 4 ,  we pu t  6,100 s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  through t h a t  b u i l d i n g  i n  
one day,  Now, we w e r e n ' t  t r y i n g  f o r  a t e l e p h o n e  booth s t u f f i n g  o r  
a n y t h i n g  e l s e  b u t  we had 112 buses  on t h a t  day. And when t h e  day was 
o v e r ,  o r  withi .n t h e  n e x t  week, I sa . t  h e r e  and asked myse l f ,  "What have 
I d o n e Y t V t  is w e l l  t o  say t h a t  many people  went through t h e  house ,  
b u t  what have I done  t o  t h e  house? The moving l o a d  of t h e s e  t o n s  of 
chi:Ldren, you know , t h i s  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  1200 fee,L moving th rough ,  and 
s o  we s t a r t e d  t h e n  and w e  s t i l l  have and shou ld  c o n t i n u e  t o  have more 
and more concern f o r  t h a t  b u i l d i n g .  

Q. Yes, T can c e r t a i n l y  s e e  t h a t .  I wanted t o  a s k  you what i n f l u e n c e d  
you t o  j o i n  t h e  Park  S e r v i c e  i n  the f i r s t  p l a c e  when you were a young 
man and j u s t  t h i n k i n g  about  going i n t o  something? 

A. When World War I1 was a v e r ,  I went t o  school and worked a t  n i g h t  
and 1 worked for t h e  New York C e n t r a l  R a i l r o a d  as a  t e l e g r a p h  o p e r a t o r  
and leverman, i n  a towcr.  And t h i s  s o r t  of  work, i n  t h o s e  days  t h e r e  
were steam engines  s t i l l ,  and when one would  park o u t s i d e ,  why, you 
would go home l i k e  a smoked ham. And I was l e a v i n g  c l a s s  one clay and 
a p r o f e s s o r  s a i d  t o  m e ,  "What a r e  you going t o  do t h i s  summer?" He 
musL have known t h a t  1 worked a t  n i g h t  seven n i g h t s  a week, and from 
midnight  u n t i l  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  i n  the  morning. I s a i d  1 d i d n ' t  know. 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  g e t  a job sornewherc o u t s i d e .  And he asked  m e ,   id you 
even t h i n k  of working f o r  t h e  Park  Serv ice?"  And I s a i d ,  "No I, d i d n ' t  
know a n y t h i n g  about  t h e  Park  S e r v i c e  excep t  what I ' d  r e a d  i n  N a t i o n a l  
Geographic." And h e  s a i d  t h a t  h e ' d  worked a summer f o r  t h e  Park  S e r v i c e  -- 
i n  Washington, D.C. Wel l ,  I had a l i f e l o n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  C i v i l  War 
S O  I w r o t e  l e t t e r s  t o  a l l  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  i n  C i v i l  War p a r k s .  I 



d i d n ' r  know t h e i r  name, b u t  I j u s t  wro te  i t  t o  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  and 
a t  Manassas, and F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  and Richmond B a t t l e f i e l d s  and ~ p ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  
I g o t  let ters back s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have any jobs-- th is  i s  i n  
1946, so  I s e n t  o u t  t h e  l e t t e r s - - 1  kep t  t h e i r  r e p l i e s ,  and 1 s e n t  t h e  
l e t t e r s  o u t  t o  t h e  ~ u p e r i n t e n d c n t s  by name and I mention t h a t  because  
i t  was v e r y  c r i t i c a l .  During the  Chris tmas v a c a t i o n  from s c h o o l  i n  
1946,  and t h e  l e t t e r  I ' d  s e n t  t o  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a t  Freder icksburg ,  
h c  had t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  C o l o n i a l .  So t h e  l e t t e r ,  because  i t  had h i s  
damc on i t ,  was s e n t  t o  him a t  C o l o n i a l ,  and he r e p l i e d  t o  m e  t h a t  
t h c r e  would b e  two summer j o b s  open i n  1947, and i f  I ' d  f i l l  o u t  t h e  
forms t h a t  h e ' s  s e n t ,  t h a t  they  would c o n s i d e r  my a p p l i c a t i o n .  

Q.  So,  i t  shows a young man--follow up. 

A. Yes, b e  persistent. Don't t a k e  "no" f o r  a n  answer.  So I went t o  
C o l o n i a l ,  I went t h e r e  on a  t r a i n ,  caught  t h e  t r a i n ,  a  b i g  four o u t  
o f  Chicago and went t o  C i n c i n n a t i ,  Ohio and changed t o  a C&O, a r r i v e d  
a t  Lee H a l l ,  V i r g i n i a .  1 d i d n ' ~  know a n y t h i n g  about  c h i s  p a r t  o f  V i r -  
g i n i a ,  I ' d  n e v e r  been i n  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  area, and I n e v e r  w i l l  f o r g e t  
t h e  p o r t e r  t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  where I g o t  o f f .  T looked o u t  t h e  
window and saw on ly  abou t  a  h a l f  a dozen houses  and I s a i d  t o  him, when 
I g o t  o f f ,  1 s a i d  "Whcrc can  1 g e t  a  t a x i c a b  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  wasn ' t  
any.  Well, o n l y  seven m i l e s  away from t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  b u t  a g e n t l e -  
man t h a t  was on t h e  t r a i n  s a i d  t h a t  he would b e  g l a d  t o  t a k e  m e ,  as 
h e  was going t h a t  way and h e  had a c a r .  So 1 loaded  my s teamer  t r u n k  
t h a t  I had and my s u i t c a s e  i n t o  Lhe back of h i s  car ,  and he took me 
a v e r  and I r e p o r t e d  i n  on t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  day o f  June  o f  1947. The 
c h i e f  h i s t o r i a n  was on du ty  and I i n t r o d u c e d  myself t o  him and h e  s a i d ,  
"Well, w e ' r e  g l a d  t o  See you h c r c . "  He t o l d  m e  where I was going t o  
s t a y .  My room was i n  t h e  o l d  s t eamship  t i c k e t  o f f i c e  down on t h e  dock 
which i s  no l o n g e r  t h e r e .  But t h a t ' s  why 1 mentioned i t  f o r  h i s t o r y ,  
and t h e  n e x t  day,  1 was t a k c n  t o  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  o f f i c e  which was, 
you know, one of t h e  impress ionab le  t h i n g s ,  h e r e  you are b e i n g  sworn 
i n t o  t h e  government s e r v i c e .  I ' v e  been sworn i n t o  t h e  Navy i n  1942 ,  
b u t  h e r e  I was be ing  sworn i n  and t o l d  t h a t  I was now a  r a n g e r  h i s t o r i a n  
and i t  was a v e r y  happy day i n  my l i f e .  

Q.  Oh, t h a t ' s  wonderful .  I t ' s  e x c i t i n g  t o  remember t h e  f i r s t  day 
of a new c a r e e r .  You've been i n  t h e  p a r k  s e r v i c e ,  t h e n ,  f o r  how many 
y e a r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  t o o  many y e a r s ,  some s a y ,  b u t  I s t a r t e d  i n  1947, and s o  I 've  
been i n  a b o u ~  t h i r t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  i n  t h e  p a r k  s e r v i c e .  

Q .  Oh y e s ,  and i s  t h c r e  a  p a r k  t h a t  you e v e r  had a  f e e l i n g  f o r  and 
you d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  s e r v e  i n  t h a t  you 'vc  always kind of . . . 
A. S u r e ,  a l l  oE them t h a t  I h a v e n ' t  s e r v e d  i n .  It sounds l i k e  a s h o r t  
answer,  b u t ,  you know t h a t  I hope when t h e  day comes t h a t  I d e c i d e  t o  
r e t i r e ,  my dream had always been t o  hook up ny t ravel  t r a i l e r  and see 
this g r e a t  coun t ry  of o u r s .  I ' v c  t a l k e d  t o  thousands  and thousands  o f  






