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Preface 

This memoir is the 
Horace Q. Waggoner 
University, in 

product of tape-recorded interviews conducted by 
for the Oral History off ice, Sangamon State 
summer of 1985. m. Waggoner tranzcr- the Qpes 

and dte&the transcript, which m. Balcer reviewed. 

J. Harold Baker was born in Waggoner, Illinois in 1907. He has lived 
and famted around Waggoner a l l  his l i fe ,  and this memoir sham his 
great familiarity w i t h  the area. Especially Of interest are his 
remmbrances of Waggoner, of threshing activity and the in the 
farm mmnnrity wer his lifetime. laal businesses and elevators, 
early trucking and combining are covered as wel l  as developments in 
fann quiprent used, u t i l i t i e s  (gasoline t o  electric paver) , 
bundaries (hedgerows to fence), pest ccntm1, hay, fert i l izer,  cmp 
storage, land drainage, and other areas of farming. 

Mr. Waggoner was born in 1924, also in Wa-. At age 18, he 
enlisted for military service in World W a r  I1 and, as a U.S. A i r  Force 
corrnnissioned officer, continued t o  sewe until  1973. then resumed 
his formal education, achieving a masters dl- in histmy at 
Sangamon State University. He  was associated w i t n  SSU's Oral History 
De-t frmn 1976 until his death in 1987. 

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear i n  m i n d  that it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor sought ta preserve the informal, comersational styla that is 
i n h e r a t  in such h i s t o r i a  sources. Sangamon State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, mr for views 
expressed therein; these are for the re& to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quo- and c i td  freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
w i t h c u t  permission in writing from the O r a l  History Office, Sangamon 
State Univmiw, Springfield, Il l inois 62794-9243. 
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J. Hamld "Bud" Paler  

SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE 1 

Q: I always start off with a vital statisk. What's the date of 
your b-? 

A: May 18, 1907. 

Q: And where were you born? 

A: III Waggoner. 

Q: Where in Waggoner? 

A: Well, on the northwest corner up here where the cr'ayses live. 

Q: What do you mmmbsr of the house there? 

A: Oh, it's a b u t  the same as it was, I guess. It was practically 
new, I t3xhk, when lrry dad and mother m e d  in there. They moved in 
there frm the camtry in Pkapin Cuunty. So, they l i v d  in 
there---well, they was married Fn 1902 and I was born in 1907. They 
lived there I guess about five years. 

Q: Prior to the time you were born. 

A: Y e s .  

Q: And where did they live out west there? 

A: Well, it w a s  where Hcrrner Taylor lives at the present t h e .  Have 
you seen that old stagecoach house back there w i t h  the cupola on it? 

Q: No, I . . . 
A: You ought to drive back there and see that, it's a . . . 
Q: A stag-& house, you say. 

A: Well, it had a cupla on, but they said there was stagecoaches 
Come mmgh there. 

Q: I don't have the location yet. Now, where is it in relation to 
Sulphur springs church? 



J. Harold (Eud) BaJrer 

a: Southwest. 

A: Y e s ,  you drive d m  in the Macoupin Creek bottaa there, well, just 
before you get to that there's a lane off to the south and it's back 
in the--not very far back, about a half quarter is al l .  

Q: And the house you say was called the stage-ch house. 

A: Well, they referred to it as that, yes. I understood. 

Q: And that was where your folks had lived out there. 

A: Yes, they lived there after they were married awhile, before 
they mwed into town here. 

Q: I see. I;etts see nm, w h a t  was your fatheris m? 

A: John Leroy. 

Q: John Lemy. What do you remember most about your father? What 
pops in your mind when you think of him? 

A: Oh, I dontt haw, he m o v d  in here frm Palmyra. Granddad Baker 
ccme in here frrm Palmyra in 1896, out here on the N i c k  Boehler place, 
where Nick M e r  lives. My grandmther died and so uncle Ira and 
Uncle Frank and B d  moved--they baaed up there, and lived there for I 
dont t how how many years. 

Q: This is where ~ i c k  Boehler lives nm.  

A: Yes. 

Q: IS that the same house? 

A: No. The old Nick place, you knm where Phil lives now. 

Q: That's Phil  Boehler. 

A: Yes. The old Nick, that's Nick's dad, he bought that. I don't 
lmow who owned it then but the Boehlers bought it after that quite 
sane th. ma they moved fmo there wer to the Tommie Taylor 
place, they lived back there a few years. 

Q: That's the elder Thcrroas. 

A: Yes. So other than that, why then, the bays got alder and they 
broke up housekeeping ard Granddad, he lived with one of the boys most 
of the time and Dad just . . . As I say they come in here in 1896 and 
then in 1902, Why, TIIY dad and mother were married. So he just had t o  
grow up w i t h  the . . . what they cal l  M a y  a broken home, I guess, on 
account of his mother dying. 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































