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Preface

This memoir is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted by
Horace Q. Waggoner for the Oral History Office, Sangamon State
University, in the summer of 1985. Mr. Waggoner transcribed the tapes
and edited the transcript, which Mr. Baker reviewed.

J. Harold Baker was born in Waggoner, Illinois in 1907. He has lived
and farmed around Waggoner all his life, and this memoir shows his
great familiarity with the area. Especially of interest are his
remenbrances of Waggoner, of threshing activity and the changes in the
farm community over his lifetime. Iocal businesses and elevators,
early trucking and combining are covered as well as developments in
farm equipment used, utilities (gasoline to electric power),
boundaries (hedgerows to fence), pest control, hay, fertilizer, crop
storage, land drainage, and other areas of farming.

Mr. Waggoner was born in 1924, also in Waggoner. At age 18, he
enlisted for military service in World War II arxd, as a U.S. Air Force
commissioned officer, continued to serve until 1973. He then resumed
his formal education, achieving a masters degree in history at
Sangamon State University. He was associated with SSU's Oral History
Department from 1976 until his death in 1987.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, corversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, hor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The maruscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.
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J. Harold "Bud" Baker

SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE 1

Q: I always start off with a vital statisic. What's the date of
your birth?

A: May 18, 1907.

Q: And where were you born?

A: In Waggoner.

Q: Where in Waggoner?

A: Well, on the northwest corner up here where the Crayses live.
Q: What do you remember of the house there?

A: Oh, it's about the same as it was, I guess. It was practically
new, I think, when my dad and mother moved in there. They moved in
there from the country in Macoupin County. So, they lived in
there--well, they was married in 1902 and I was born in 1907. 'They
lived there I gquess about five years.

Q: Prior to the time you were bormn.

A: Yes,

Q: Ard vhere did they live out west there?

A: Well, it was where Homer Taylor lives at the present time. Have
you seen that old stagecoach house back there with the cupola on it?

Q: No, I. ..
A: You cught to drive back there and see that, it'sa . . .
Q: A stagecoach house, you say.

A: Well, it had a cupola on, but they said there was stagecoaches
come through there.

Q: I don't have the location yet. Now, where is it in relation to
Sulphur Springs Church? '
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A: Southwest.
Q: Southwest.

A: Yes, you drive down in the Macoupin Creek bottom there, well, just
before you get to that there's a lane off to the south and it's back
in the--not very far back, about a half quarter is all.

Q: And the house you say was called the stagecoach house.
A: Well, they referred to it as that, yes. I understood.
Q: And that was where your folks had lived out there.

A: Yes, they lived there after they were married awhile, before
they moved into town here.

Q: I see. ILet's see now, what was your father's name?
A: Jchn Ieroy.

Q: John Leroy. What do you remember most about your father? what
pops in your mind when you think of him?

A: Oh, I don't know, he moved in here from Palmyra. Granddad Baker
come in here from Palmyra in 1896, ocut here on the Nick Boehler place,
vwhere Nick Boehler lives. My grandmother died and so Uncle Ira and
Uncle Frank and Dad moved—~they bached up there, and lived there for I
don't know how many years.

Q: This is where Nick Boehler lives now.

A: Yes.

Q: TIs that the same house?

A: No. The old Nick place, you know where Phil lives now.
Q: That's Phil Boehler.

A: Yes. The old Nick, that's Nick's dad, he bought that. I don't
know who owned it then but the Boehlers bought it after that quite
scme time. Then they moved from there over to the Tommie Taylor
place, they lived back there a few years.

Q: 'That's the elder Thomas.

A: Yes. BSo other than that, why then, the boys got older and they
broke up housekeeping and Granddad he lived with cne of the boys most
ofthetlmazﬁDadjust . AsIsaytheycomemheremlB%and
then in 1902, why, my dad and mother were married. So he Jjust had to
grow up with the . . . what they call today a broken home, I guess, on
account of his mother dying.
























































































































































































J. Harold (Bud) Baker 63

Q: How large a building was it?

A: Oh, it wasn't so very big, as I remember. It was, I guess, twenty
feet wide and, maybe, fifty or sixty feet long, as I remember. There
was a lot of good yellow pine in it. That was what we got. The roof
was just yellow pine boards covered with rubberoid, you know, and
two-by-fours. Yes, it was right along the railroad where they could
get their sand, that was where you probably got the idea the other day
of the material being shipped in, it was for that.

Q: Well, let's see, that would have been just south of the coal sheds
that were in there at one time.

A: Yes, on the west side of the track, it was down there quite a ways
after it got past the section house. The next building then was the
tile factory.

Q: What kind of machinery did they use to make tiles?

A: T have no idea, 'cause it was all gone, cleaned out, you see, by
the time they sold--they wanted to get rid of the building after the .
. . but T don't know how they went about making a tile. Rice's up
here, they just had a concrete mixer and they made those blocks and
kinda had them on pallets. And they'd just roll them out, they had to
take them out after they got them out of the forms and they set
outside and dried.

Q: Regular concrete blocks, eh?

A: Yes.

Q: Who did that operation?

A: Nick, I guess. Ward . . . Ward, I guess, helped, too.

Q: What was Nick's real name? Was that Nicholas?

A: Benton.

Q: I knew it wasn't Nick., And Ward and then--was Ward Crook?

A: No, Crook was the youngest cone.

Q: Wonder what his name was?

A: Clinton.

Q: And those boys evidently, then, were the ones that--as I recall,
R. J. Rice backed them and they set up the operatlon and made the

blocks after the burning down of the north side of the business
district.

A: Yes, they had the block factory. Course, it took in all of that
in behind Griffith's there now, and clear out teo the alley. And, of






































































































































































J. Harold (Bud) Baker 117

O'Comners, he run the tractor to pull it with., Had a pretty good-size
steel-wheeled tractor.

Q: VWho was that?

A: Mont O'Conners. He was a Farmersville man. Of course, he was a
brother of Mrs, Sigley here. John Sigley was . . .

Q: Well, you say the combine came in in order to solve that problem.
How did it differ from a binder?

A: Well, as soon as the grain was cut off and hit this canvas that
carried it up to the cylinder, why, that was it, it was threshed right
there. Couldn't get away. Course, the reel would knock some of it
out, I guess. A binder has these fingers that packs that straw into a
bundle and them things abeatin' on it, and then this needle comes over
and makes a knot to make the bundle, if wheat's the least bit ripe,
why, you lose a bundle of it, a lot of it, by shattering. and, of
course, the time you have to shock it and roll it around on a bundle
wagen and haul it to the threshing machine, why, the waste is terrific
on wheat, if it's the least bit over-ripe. They usually, when they
start cutting wheat, why, it's fairly green, it's just starting to
turn. You shock it that way and it'll go through a sweat and then,
it'11 get in shape to thresh.

Q: Sweat, you say?

A: Yes, it'll gather a little moisture and, by that time, the heads
will loosen up and takes all the strength out of the straw and puts it
in the grain in the shock.

Q: So, T guess you must have done quite a bit of shocking back in
those days.

A: Oh, boy, I'd say we did.

Q: I understand there was quite a technigque to rebundling a bundle
that had come loose, using straw as a strimg for it.

A: T never could master that too good. My granddad was an expert at
it, though. He could take a couple of handfulls of wheat, oh, you'd
use about ten or twelve straw in hand, and cross the heads like this
and twist them together, pull it down. And then when you got your
armload of wheat, why, you'd put them heads against the bundle and
take the two other ends and take them around the bundle and twist them
up and stuff them in under—-he could do that in less time than it took
me to tell it.

Q: Did than happen very often?

A: Well, not if the machine was in good shape. But a lot of times
the binder wouldn't get both strings together good and wouldn't hold
for long enocugh. When you went to pick it up, the knot would slip
out, you know, and there would go the bundle.
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Q: VWhere'd they get the water?

A: Oh, just wherever they could firnd a well. Iot of people had old
wells around, I think there's an old well right down there in that
field (points southward) on that place. 2And then, over here along the
road, you know, there's a well right in the middle of Mark's place on
the west side of the road here. Just wells like that. And then,
schoolhouse wells and anyplace that anybody had a well that they
didn't use all the time. Or if it was a real good strong well, why,
they didn't care if you'd get a tank of water out of it.

Q: How did they get it out? Did they have a pump on the wagon?

A: 0Oh, yes. They had a five-inch cylinder. Course, it didn't have
too long a stroke, I guess about a five-or six-inch stroke. A big old
wooden stick that stuck up there and you'd just get up there and back
ard forth.

Q: Did you ever run one of those wagons?

A: Oh, Iord, I guess I have. Yes, I hauled water. The first money I
ever made was hauling water for the roadworkers. My dad worked roads
in Nilwood Township. I had a little gasoline engine that would run
part of the time, but when that thing didn't run, why, you got up
there and stood on top of it and pumped it by hand.

Q: Oh, a gasoline engine on the tank.

A: Yes, it was a little what they called an air motor, it was an
air-cooled engine. And it had a--well, it didn't have a pump jack on
it. As I remember, it was geared down some way or other so that it
just run the rod back and forth. It had a pin that fastened onto the
handle where you stuck this wooden handle in. It was only about that
tall. It had a hole bored through there. You'd run this rod up there
and stick a pin through that. That would pull the handle back and
forth, but the handle, the wood handle, that stuck in there, it was
about four feet long.

Q: Se, you had about five foot of leverage then.

A: About five foot of leverage there, yes. ©h, those old pumps, they
developed the shoulders all right.

Q: I'll bet. (chuckles) Did you have two horses to haul that?

A: Yes. A tank-wagon team. They'd give a team a pretty good load if
there was a pretty steep hill, or anything, to go up. aAnd that load
of water sloshing around in there. You had to usually put a gunny
sack over the lid and push it down on there, wedge it on, and maybe
stand on it, to keep it from blowing it off, when the water would
slosh back up against it.

Q: How did you get it into the engine then? Did you use the same
punp?






















J. Harold (Bud) Baker 130

A: No, no. No, 1924 we got our first Fordson.
Q: Now, that was on the Roy Baker place.

A: Well, ves, we lived there.

Q: Okay.

A: Dad rented Wayne's farm the first year I know that we got that old
tractor. And we farmed it and then we farmed some on George Thomas.

I think we had about all that was in cultivation there. We farmed
that, and what we called the Buford Twenty out here west of Corky's.
Mr. Buford owned that, we farmed that. Aand Dad's place. And then
down in along . . . there were some patches down on Mr. Buford there
west of where Dave lives now, a few timber patches that we put in
corn, or maybe wheat.

Q: You were still using horses at the same time you had the tractor.

A: Yes, we used horses clear up till--I guess 1940 was about the
last--1939 or 1940--the last team planting we done. We got a two-row
tractor planter, used that. It was quite a while then before we got a
four-row tractor planter. That was up in the 1950's, I guess, before
that happened.

Q: Well, let's see, how long did you have the Fordson tractor?

A: We got it traded off in 1929 when we got the Farmall, first
Farmall we had, two-bottom International. We used that thing till
1936 and then we got a three-bottom F-30 International. And we run it
till 1951 and then we got an M, three-bottom. Iet's see, Dad sold the
old F-30 and then we replaced it with an International H in 1945. We
got the H, T guess, before we got the M tractor.

Q: Well, then you operated with only cne tractor up until, I guess,
just after the war and then you had two.

A: Yes, that's right. In 1945, we bought that H tractor from George
Harstick. I'm pretty sure that that was the last tractor that George
Harstick ever delivered.

Q: Is that right?
A Yes.
Q: Did he go ocut of business?

A: No, he died. VYep, sure had a soft spot in my heart for old
George. The farmers were all wanting machinery and they had the
money, but you couldn't get it. So, we had an M tractor ordered. You
put your name down, you know, on the list, and that was the way that
they tried to deliver them. There, again, somebody would come in and
offer a premium for a piece of machinery and they'd get it, usually.
And one morning about five o'clock I was pumping water for the











































































































































J. Harold (Bud) Baker 175

what you was up against.

Q: Well, what happened if you planted it later? Tt grew fast enough
to . L[] -

A: Well, everything runs a cycle, you know. Maybe later would be
better and pecple usually waited till the eighth or tenth of May, or
the middle of May, sometime in there, to plant corn on account of the
bugs. TIf you was going to plant a piece of sod ground, if you'd plow
up a piece of old pasture, or something like that, why, you just as
well forget planting that till you worked it and got the bugs all
killed in there. Everytime you work it, why, that disc interrupts
their life-style and they don't do so good. So, that was what you had
to wait on. Since they've got insecticides, why, they've taken care
of that deal.

Q: And most of that, is it injected into the ground?

A: No, no. It's a gramle and it's just spread along with the seed,
or under the seed, or off to the side. It has its own box to ride in,
the insecticide dces.

Q: So, it's right on the planter and you do it as your planting.

A: Yes. No, they use a chemical they call furadin, Shorty does, and
it sure pays. Put it on every year. Takes care of that. They get a
perfect stand.

Q: What was the first chemical you used?

A: Oh . . . I forget now. There was one made by the Shell company
that T used a lot of, but I don't know--I can't think of what the name
of it was. But it was quite efficient, T know. It didn't cost but
very little, you couldn't afford to--really, it was so cheap, you
really couldn't afford not to use it if you had any possibility of
having to plant over at all.

Q: Did you have to buy a new planter, then, to . . .

Al No, you could get attachments. VYes, they had what they call an
old Gandy attachment, the first one I ever bought, that fit right on
the planter, tubes run down to the side of the runners. Yep, it
handled it real good.

Q: How many row planters were you using at that time?

A: T had a four-row planter, back when they got this deal to goin'.
But the old two-rows, why--oh, we had one one time that put on some
nitrogen when you planted the corn. Walter, down here, he had an old
cultivator with an attachment that you could put nitrogen on, granule
nitrogen. It was supposed to . . . oh, be an extra boost. Not near
what anhydrous ammonia does, but it would help the corn grow. Course,
if it got the moisture, got the water, it had to have water to make it
activate. But now, your anhydrous, it helps keep corn green and










































































































