


Preface 

Thi~ ~ ~ l l ~ g ~ ~ i p t  is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted 
by Jahn Xhqfle on August 10, 1957. PlZargaret Reeder tmnsmibetl the 
tape and Dr. Khoepfle dtd and r e v i a  the tramcript, This and 
other intendews in a series on steanbats and inland rivers were 
produced under the auspices of the Public L F b q  of Cincinnati and 
Hamilton County, O h i o  and Sangamon State Unj.ver~ity, Spr-ield, 
Illinois. 

Yeatman Anderson worked on the dam a t  New Richmord as a deputy 
inspector. In this mmir he discusses his job a t  the dam, various 
river ba t s  ad river workers. 

Jahn Khqfle was born in Cincinnati in 1923, He obtained his R . D .  
in literature £rm Saint buis Uhiversi ty h 1967. Dr. Xhoepfle is 
presently a professor of Erq1is.h at Sangamon State Urdversiw. He was 
namsd Il lhis Author of the Year in OAober, 1986. John ard  his wife 
Peg have one daughter wnd three sons. 

Ihrhg  1953-1955 while w o r l d q  as prodtucerdirector of an educational 
Wevierion station, W C E T W ,  C i n c h t i ,  Dr .  Rnm f le proposed a 
p m j d  on steamboats and inland rivers. These r 7 ver memoirs are a 
result of the sasearch collected dur- 1954-1960. 

Readers of the ora l  history memoir ahould War in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor soraght t o  p-e the M o m d ,  convemational style that is 
inherent in mch historicecl sources. Saqamn State Uhiversiw a M  
the ~ u b l i c  Library of cinchti and I-Imdlton County, O h i o  are riot 
responsible for the factual acmmcy of the m i r ,  nor for views 
expressed thereh; these are for the reader to judge. 

The musc r ip t  m y  be read, quoted and cited freely. It m y  not be 
rep-ced in whole or in prt by any means, electronic or mxhmical, 
without pmdssion in writing fran either the oral Hi&ory Office, 
S-n State Uhiversity, ~ p r h g f i e l d ,  ~llhis, 62794-9243 or the 
Curator of Ram Books a r d  Special ~ollect ions of the Public LFbrary of 
Cincinnati and Hamilton County, Ohio ,  45202-2071. 
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Yea- Ardermn, August 10, 1957. 

Q: I have came t o  the h e  of Mr. Y e a m  Merson who worked on the 
dam at New Ridmond dur- the period of its comtrmtion. I&, 
Axlderson, myha you can begin by giv- us just  a l i t t l e  resum of 
your work on that dam. 

A: The work on the dam actually marred in the secaracl year of my 
assmiation with the engineers on the river which o x u r s d  in the 
summsrth between the school years at the th ivmi ty  of ~ l i n c h t i .  
I was employed by the U.S. %meers as a deputy impztor a r d  as such 
did all the little dirty jobs that happened on a big construction 
project of this kind. H m e v e r ,  it w a s  e x e l y  Salschthg and 
interesting to watch the dam gmw a s  additional piles, a d d i t i d  
concrete, additional fonns were erect& and taken care of. Mmy, many 
q h e e r i n g  problems but that has very l i t t le  to do w i t h  the actual 
construction of the dam or had very l i t t l e  t o  do with the history of 
the river except* as dam 35 at New Richmr,nd k a m e  a af the 
channelization progr?lm for the entire river, I don't believe that 
there are many of the fell= that worked an that project that are 
still alive. Ikause most of the other pemple there comidwably 
older than I. A t  least I have lmt cc~nplete track of them. When I 
joined the group they had just emctd the cofferdam for the lack 
d m b r  which of mume is on the Kantucky side of the river and were 
just starthg construction. Perhaps many pop18 don't )oxsw that a t  
least this dam and I believe most of the others were actually built on 
piles and that we drove piles day and night, twenty-faur hours a day 
for seemhqly months on end i n  order to provide a E h  foudation for 
the super structure, m l y  the part that pop10 see as m y  they 
ride up and d m  the river. A l l  of us lived arer at Nw RicIrmand and 
our only method of g e t t h y  a m s  the river was a little mtkeud 
mtor driven r m h a t  whi& like all outkemi mtom often re- to 
work at the most inalrportune m~ments and on several occasions we got 
m u a t  h the current and we drifted far d m  stream and finally had 
t o  get out & w a l k  back to our hmes. I don't mean to wrnlk in the 
river but we had to get over to the shore and just lave the boEnt and 
send a steamer dam after it. I don't h t r w  whether you are interested 
in the engineer- stages of this thbq and hm it grew and d l  the 
parts of the d m ?  I could probably identify them fm the photagyaphs 
I have here but again that would be prnbably of secondary interest. 

Q: I knm this thatl at  least Evan Bone nentioned that Bach of those 
dams was a kind of unprecelentd experience and a lot of it was pretty 
much t r i a l  and error. &muse what w a s  good for a dam upriver 
wouldn't be good for a dam dcrwnriver. 
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Q: They already had its coffers when you got there? 

A: Yes, the m a h  cof ferdm for the l& d m n k r s .  They built  the 
lock chambers first  and got it established m the t ra f f ic  could 
continue, before they started the dam a m  the river which would 
block off the main channel. In other tmnb they had t o  caqle t~  the 
lmk d m b r  itself &tear dmm that cofferdam m d  thenbuild a new 
cofferdam across the main channel. 

Q: I m ~ ,  well youwere there in the ~ummsr 1 suppse? 

A: That Is right. 

A: mat ' s  story.  NO^ insom NW ~i-nd WZB co- 
but the previous year I had also worked $or the engineera d in an 
entirely different area of the river, entireky different part, and at 
that t h  they sent me d m  to do two jobs. One after the other. One 
w a ~  d m  a t  mlconda just belm G o l c o ~ , ~ l l i n o i s  where we were 
buildhq mm what were then knm as loose stone dikes, actually In 
present parlance they would be called jetties, simply t o  t ry  to divert 
the river into a definite channel on the Kentucky side rather than on 
the Illhis side. Them jetti- slzrrply consisted of rock laid in a 
definite pattern so that  the cumat in sweeping dawn an it would 
c a r r y t h e ~ a n d ~ i t ~ 1 t a n d t h e w a t e r w n u l d t e n d t o g o ~ e  
other way. It happens tht there w a s  a bi bend in the river a t  that 
pint so we were able to divert the water 51 the direction we wanted 
it b carefully laming the layout of these dikes. As part of that 
~ a r t l d  ar exper ?- ence there was one man who was the contractor who was 
@-be a well knm character on the river; unfortunately his  me 
escapes me at the mcrment. I took a t r i p  on the Blta een laat 
summer and got acquainted w i t h  the officers on & d o  are all 
of them oldtimm an3 mtioned  this man and they d l  rambaed him 
and could call him by name. The man must have beesl h his sixties I 
guess when I was d m  there in the mmmer of 1913 and he was h a m  for 
his very violent tmpr and very m a ~ ~ t e r f u l  way with deal* with 
peaple d he had only the l i t t l e  fFnger left on his right hand and 
the story of huw this accident olxurred is what I am lading up to; 
like all river contractom building stsucbms on the river he knew 
all a b u t  driving piles an3 the work wasn't go* the way M wanted to 
so he went out to persanally supwise it and in do* so he put his 
hand out on top of the pile  w2lid1 had a steel plate fatan& -W it and 
then hollered a t  the armgin- to drop the hammr. !tlm engineer 
refused and refused -use of his hand and trid to tell h h  to get 
his hard mt of the way and this cmtractor being the adanmt wul  
that he was, unmistakably said, Wrap the hmmr you m and so, and 



he drq@ the hmmr and cut his hand off, werything ex=@ his 
little firqer. 

Q: That rernhda me, I uderstand upriver the 1-r cram o m  were 
made up of team of Italians under a f o m .  Do you rmmhr 

a b u t  that? 

A: No, I don% recall anything of that sort at all. BeCause all of 
the deckhands that we had were m t l y  popla £ran the s~~thern hills. 
m o f t h a - f r m n a r o u n d t h e K a n a d a r d F n f a c t t h e e  
people were preferred. They were a rough and tough lot but t h q  were 
good workers anA given their heads mre or less on a jab, ance they 
understood w h a t  had to be done, why they did a very, very excellent: 
jab and it's my recollection that a man fmm the Kanawha 
was always given preference, up Fn this area of the country myhod. 

A: You were sFpeakFng awhile ago about whether or not the l c rw water 
bothered us at New Richmond. Well I don't recall that it did, 
particularly at the dam site, d that may have been m u s e  the dam 
at, oh what is the one that is dcwmtream? 

A: 37 I think 37 had bean completed before the New Rictrmond Dara was 
s t a r t d  whi& w m  35, and the Coney Islard damm #36 had not bean 
started, d that may have accaurrted for the fact that we had no 
difficulty since there w a ~  saw p l ,  not ea great deal, but scrme, ad 
then  of course t he  riverboats drew very, ah, only three or f a x  
feet. 

Q: What mth did you get a t  there on the dam proper? 

A: Oh it was prabably the 1st of June aid I worked unt i l  
school s t a r b 3  aqah late Fn September or early Octaber. 

Q: I asked that beclam I b m  that a lot of the ccrmmerce an the 
river in thme days was wide up of, there was a lot of logging anhq 
out of West V i r g i n i a  and the coalboats were caning d m  E m  the 
Kana- and Pittsburgh. 

A: As I sa I don't recall that we had my diffimlw w i t h  lm water 
at the dam r tself, but we did have great deaL of difficulty the 
previous year after I had f inishd my s t i n t  on buil- those jetties, 
or as we &led than, loose stone diksa. I was transferred to 
Henderson, K a n w  and put in charge of a drdge crew on the 
H e n d e r s o n  Islard Pass and our job w a s  to tYy to cut a pth through the 
bar, the Hderson Island bar, rather, had to krsep a path oprzn them 
for traffic and the water was so abolutexy lm mt, aid -the sand so 
soft, that the dippr  off the dredge would just build up a roll in 
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front of it so we CCRZldntt even get our -8s in to haul the W 
away ad we w e r e  just p i d d q  up sand on t h ~ ~  side and moving it over 
here an3 picking up the saxe Band t c n n o m .  Part of aUr jab on that 
assigme.ntwas t o  keep t ra f f ic  moving on the river d tadm~t after 
towboat, m t l y  pcketboats, not the big tcrws, but M y  pa&b 
would get stuck mt there ard w e  had a &allm &a£t SlxWWr and we'd 
go out there and tsy to pull than war. 1% seen them break 
three a r d  f a r  lnch lines without any dif f iml ty  at all trying to pull 
them wer. 

Q: Do you r m a n k r  offhand the rn of the steamer? 

A: Yes, here's a picture of it. Here is the c m w .  That's the 
dredge. 

A: mt's the dradge, yes.  em are the bargeg, arrd that was a 
packst, this is the bridge at Hendemon. (pause) 

Q: Ncrw let's get back i f  you w i l l .  

A: The tadmat that I had under my jurisdiction wm the R. J, 
Armstmq and again in  making the t r i p  on the Delta, $peen= srummer 
I inquired fm the officem of that boat if they r e m m k r d  the 
Armstm and they said, I1Ye-s, i f  you'll watch a s  we go u p f s ~  £ram * Evansv le you w i l l  see what's l e f t  of it be* med there as a mll 
hat hmbr,ll ard sure enough there was enough of it left so I could 
recqnize it w i t h  the picture you have in your h a d  there. I gave you 
a picture of it, didntt I? 

Q: Y e s  sir, I have it. It was an old beauty. 

A: There is a picture of their mine m where they paint& it any 
color just so it wm red. Red wnd yel lm a m  the two colors they used 
In them. That was the enginear and his ycrunger bmther who was the 
fkEmln. 

Q: Yau don' t kmw their names do you? 

A: I don't mmnbr their nama~i at  a l l  T re, I don't rehllermbar the 
captain s mum even. Hcrwtnrer , again this a the captain of the h t  , 
this  fellaw hem, & there again the oldthem dawn oh the belta 
Queen &led him by name but I didn't make a note of it at the t h e .  

A: It Is  surprising the amount of strength or force that am be 
exerted by a stermwheel steanw T led with what we used t o  call a 
niggerhead which is no longer a pol te term but it's achxiI.1~ the 
cam is what it was, a steam driven captan on the front deck 
them. You can e e  it right there. One of the mst I n t m ~ ~ t F n g  

t o  me i s  the part of all of this, the   tory of lm water and so 
on in the river, was the fact that this Armt3tro when I took aver had 
just  been r e c o d t i o n &  and they had not ----? cay eted a11 the insulation 



on the and that sort of thirg in the engine roan and the 
boiler m. So one day t h i ~  shantyboat appmed on the scene wd 
they pulled izl an2 t ied up there a t  Emdemon laland and the old man 
in the rcrwboat cams out to  the boat ard was greeted l ike a low lost 
f r i d  M it turned out that he was an insulator. Probably 
the dirtier& human be- I evar saw. Livirag on the water you wcrllld 
think a t  least he would wash his hmls but I bet hig handE1 hadn't been 
washed, hadnl t ma been wet acept for pulling a t f i s h  out of the 
river, in years, The top of h.is head, he was b l d ,  w a ~ l  just eu3 black 
as this table. I never s a w  anything 1 h  it, it wasn't t an ,  it was 
just plain dirt. Wzt he did a beautiful jcb, so I w e d  abaut 
that, and the story wasl a t  that time many of the Eihantyboat p q l e  
were m e l o w  artisans and had definite trades and could W l y  do a 
beautiful job of work when they felt like working ad this family, a 
man and his w i f e ,  and renmhr  one possibly two d l d r e n  ami a d . 
You can see the l i t t l e  bcry In the picture here, no, there's two 9 1 t t l e  
b y s ,  d actually they were so w e l l  hawn that the tmbat  mptajns 
would haul them upstream and then they would coast d m  the river, or 
drift d m .  

Q: It must have bean an arduous smmr you put i n  d m  there on a l l  
that shoal water? 

A: Well it didn't bother ms any, the other fellam had to do the 
work. (chuckles) I just went along &mst for the ride, I was them 
t o  see what they WQR do* and to  t e l l  them what t o  do but byand 
mt they opmtd  ahcst by t h d v e ~ .  It was a fascinating 
experience. I thoroughly enjoyed and met a lot of very intertasting 
people in that way that I never would have mt in any &.her way, I ' m  
sittirq here tryhq t o  mmhr, I nzmmimr o m  night a s h a h a t  got 
stuck on the bar and we went out ad we tTid to pull it wer md in  
so do- got stuck ourselves and had to spmd the night out them and 
it was M l y  quite an interesting t h  to get to knm the &&mat 
pople and we did, we had d h e r  together and they entertained us on 
the h t .  We had a very, very enjoyable w e d q  and the n& day by 
proper WpULation with our wheel we were able to dig ourselves out 
and we did get them 1- and they went on dcrkrnstrem. 

Q: I wonder who they were? 

A: I wnuldn't know. I thought I had w picture of them but I don't 
seatohavemymre. 'IhouqhtIhadtakanapicture. H e m i s a  

2 ical old, th6 % , the-typiad old pa&-*~xxlt and i f  I atn not 
stakm this is a t that I made n t r ip  on to Cincinnati & that 

was a faschthq experience kcmuse the keketbats  in those days 
ware l i te ra l ly  the packetbats, the fireight pople,  and they would put 
inwZImwwnuldwaveahandkerchiefatthemandtake:ontwo 
hogs or five sacks of wheat or samethirg of that kind. Anotbx 
interesting custm that I ran Into on that baat was ,  and I 've told a 
l o t  of pop le  and they've nwer  heard of I;t: before was how the 
stevadom or the de&hmda w e r e  paid for handling wheat and 
other freight on and off. The one time I have in mind particularly, 
we were lmding on a l o t  of grain in sacks and when the gangplank went 
d m  the purser want out a b u t  halfway on the gaqway ard  the 
ded@nds w m t  ashore andwould grab or pickup a hundred- sack 



of w91elt  on their 
wouldhand thema 
of grain on. 

Q: A penny a mck? 

Q: They were of the ship crw, but apprently I don't haw that 
this was true, but a-y if they were mid anythirrg it was very, 
very little. Tfiery slept on deck, or in the boiler roam on .Ule floor. 
There wm no accmmnodations at all. 

Q: What part of the countq weus this where you picked up the wheat? 

A: I don1 t knm exactly, it was  scnnewhere damstream fm here, 
sanewhere between here and Padud,  I'm rmre of that, but just where I 
don't mmnbr. 

Q: I am always curious when tells a b u t  those men whether 
they remember a scrap of mrq they might have swlg? 

A: No, I don't in that  connection; later on in life I lived dcrwn 
~ t h f o r * f ~ y ~ ~ I l i v e d i n m e d e e r p s a u t h ~ w a s  
in both the building business and several other businesses dawn there 
and the shqing darkie, the sing* nigger hm was called, was sways 
paid a premium because he led t h ~  gang and they d w a p  wmhd in 
rhythm, While I don't recall it h connection w i t h  the wheat k i d a n t  
a t  all, I am certain there must  have bean a leader of the ozzp who 
did sing -use as 1 M ha& now, it sews that they &It 
achmI.1~ run, h t  they sort of jogged up the gangway there. 
Incidentally this penny w mck deal w a s  open to an- that wanted to 
do it, and on that particular occasion several of the paawngem went 
out & g o t  a came in d p i c k e d u p  theirpenrrys and of 
course gave it to one of the bys aft-, The one thing that 
these darkie~i did do in addition was to enterbin the and 
in the evening d m  on the fore deck theywould s h q  and dance d the 
passerqm wculd toss thean coins and that sort of thing. A t r i p  on 
that sort af a boat was really a very, very interesting 
a landlubber like me. Another t h h g  that was sa 
that no packetboat ever cams in shore or left shore w i t h o u t  mmic. 

End of Side One, Tape One 

A: Even if it waE3 just  n o w  but one shqle per&on playing the 
rrrandolh. He played you in and played you c#xt ard  he was always 
there. Don't knm whether you had ever run Fnto that before. 



A: Yes, the w i c  wasn't very mu& but nervartheless they m e  
fulfill: a tmdition. 

Q: Wonder naw if w e  can go back to New Ri&mnd aral you can tell m e  
about sane of 'the other mn who were w o r w  with you, if you renmhr 
them. 

A: As I ~y the only name that I renmhr  at New RichmnA, 
hcidesltally that's a picture of the EvamvilLe then. (somom enters 
the roam) Hey Bud, this is ny son Guy, Jckm Knoepfle. 

Q: A pleasure to m e e t  you. We are makFTbg yuw father immortal. 

A: me m y  name a t  I w this man -11. P-R-E-L~L, 
He was a resident qineer  up on the N m  Ridmmd dam. Uhfortunately 
I dontt rmmber any of the other people. -11 himelf was a man at 
that time h his 40s 4 had with the e n g i n e  for a good many 
yeam and was very highly thought of and he was @te a driver. Wxt 
in a very decent sort of a way. Actually I in his h w  while I 
was M. I understand, I think back m, I renmiwr hmrhg after 
hav- -let& that dam he want on anl they t him on another one. 
What one I don't knuw. Where is that ergin-& group? Iet's see i f  
I can mmnhr any other names out of this bunch at all. 1% quite 
sure that this m here became one of the &or wineem stationed 
here. 

Q: This ie the man on the right end as you 3mk at the picture. 

A: Yes, this felluw w i t h  his hat in his karrd here, And this laan I 
have seen once or twice; I think he is a cinchmati man. 

Q: W's the second frmn the left with the watch fob? 

A: Yes, The other fell-, I can't put a mum to any of t h a n  at all. 
So I am It help y m  on personnel. Incidentally, again of the 
1m water, did you ever hear of them wa1kLlag a boat 

Q: W e l l  I've never had anyone describe it. 

A: Thatts a vexy interesting thhq and parhap I am fin3 it, well, 
here's a picture of Prell here, not a v w  good one. 

Q: You were all happy Fn the group? 

A: Oh well we had to be. Ut me see where the clom-up of the 
H-ier is, ma* I can shm you. Yes, ym see these wiles as they 
were called ~lw up here in the air, well they w e r e  hooked up in 
such a way that they could be raised and luwared and also they were 
pivoted. N w  they served t w o  p u r p e s :  when the dredge was actually 
digging they were dropped d m ,  or spuds they were adled, not  piles 
but: spuds, and they dropped d m  into the bottm to give stabiliw to 
the boat while the d i p  was working, but on the other hard, when 
they got stuck on a bar they would drive this one d m ,  they muld not 










