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Preface 

This manu~cript is the product of a tape recorded in terviw conducted by 
Melinda Kwedar for the Oral History Off ice  on hky 14, 1984. Linda Jett 
transcribed the tapes and Qlester Rhodes edited the transcript. 

Lowell E. Anderson was born in North M o t a  in 1921. Follming Wrld War 
I1 Anderson received his B.A. and M.A. in  decorative arts Prom Berkeley. 
In 1966 he was invited by the Abraham Lincoln AssociatSon to help with 
the restoration of the Old Sate Capitol. In this memoir he discusses the 
restoration w r k  of the Executive R/lansion in Springfield, Illinois. 

Waders of the oral histoqmnmir should bear i n  m i d  that it is a 
t r m c r i p t  of the spoken wrd, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is 
inherent in such historical sources. Sangmn State University is not 
respnsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for v i m  
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The muscript my be read, cpoted axsd cited freely. It rmy not be 
reproduaed in whole o r  in part by any means, electronic or mchanical, 
without permission in writing fran the Oral History Office, Sanganon 
State University, Springfield, I l l inois,  62794-9243. 



Lowell E. Anderson, Springfield, Illinois, May 14, 1984. 

Me1 inda Kwdar, Interviewr. 

Q: We are @in$ to talk about the restoration of the EX 
in Springfield, Illinois and Luwellls involvement in tha 
h l l ,  I wuld like to start by asking you i f  you could 
your educational and career background prior to the t h  
Springfield and became involved in projects here in this 

acutive W s i o n  
t process. 
tell me abut 
you cmE to 
town. 

A: You want a biography? 

Q: A brief biography if we can do that, yes. 

A: You wint it on tape? I have a written one if you want one, 

Q: k 1 1 ,  no. W V d  like to get it on tape, too, 

A: I was born in 1921 in North Dakota. And my father was an ernployee of 
the federal perrment, vmrked for the Bureau of Indian Affairs. And as 
a consequence was transferred frm North Dakota to other parts of the 
country fran t h  to time. So I've lived inNorth Dakota, Arizona, New 
Mexico tind finally in Illinois. My principal schooling: took place in 
Berkeley, California where I received a BA and an M4 in decorative arts. 
This was after Wrld War 11. And then I went to mrk for the University 
of Illinois in the Department of H m e  Econanics and taught there far four 
years teaching decorative arts. I left the University of Illinois in 
1957, vent to wrk for an insurance canpany and gold insurance until 1966 
when I was invited by the state historian to wrk for the Abrahan Lincoln 
Association. I worked for them one year and then applied to the historical 
library to continue as curator of the mrk I had been doing for the Old 
State Capitol. 

Q :  So you started out wrking for the Abraham Lincoln Association on the 
Old State Capitol Wzilding. 

A: Y e s .  Paid by then through their funds. 

Q: Arad what was your job in that year you mrked for them? 

A: Collect information about the Old State Capitol, find out &at had 
been originally in the tuildirg and collect that material. I f  i t  was 
available for collection to get reproductions or antiqyes to replace 
them. And see that everything was historically accurate. 

Q: And you wre to do this in one year for than? 
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A: I went to wrk September 1, 1966 and the grand owning was to be 
February of 1968. A l i t t l e  less than a year and a half ,  So there was a 
lot of scurrying and a lot of night work. There wre t b s  when I actually 
slept in the tmilding I was vmrking on. 

Q: I believe that. 

A :  After the mrk on the Old Capitol was w l l  along on i t s  way to  carpletion 
one of the regular v is i tors  to the tuilding was the wife of the governor, 
Mrs. Richard Ogilvie. And she c ~ m e  to the Old Capitol frequently because 
she liked that kind of work. And one day she c m ~  to the State Historian, 
Mr.  Altorfer, and asked him i f  she could borrow the two men who *re 
responsible or the men that m r e  responsible for the refurbishfrg of the 
O l d  Capitol. And he agreed. So Jim Hickey atxi f were loaned to the 
Wcut ive  W s i o n  to do the research. Mrs. Ogllvie took us over to the 
mansion and w walked up the driveway. And thia was in  Septaber. Very 
pleasant refreshing day i f  I remanber correctly. 

Q: hhat was the year at that time? 

A: 1968. And VE walked up the driveway amJ. here is th is  rather e l ah ra t e ,  
large white truilding. And i t  looked qyite Irrpressive. Walked inside and 
up the rectangular stairwell fran the ground floor to what is called the 
f i r s t  floor and looked around inside the rocms. And on the f i r a t  observation 
everything looked tranendously elegant. But on close examination i t  
didn't happen to b the case. Walked over to the drapery and the curtains 
i n  the state dining roan. There w r e  t w  dining roans a t  that time, A 
family dining room on the w s t  and a state dinirg roan on the east, And 
I checked the curtains in the state dining r m  and p l l e d  than out and 
up away fran the radiator arxl they wre a l l  in tat ters .  Naw the condition 
of the m i o n  a t  any particular t i m  is not the fault of the first lady. 
She was always limited in the mount of money that was ervailable for any 
kind of maintenance in the h i l d ing .  And i t  was almys a plea and a 
beggiw proposition. I ramnkr one of the stories that w heard and I t  
turned out to be very true. One f i r s t  lady invited legislators to cone 
for desert and tea a d  while these men m r e  there she had the k t l e r  rap 
sharply on the walls and plaster vmuld fa l l  d m  on the desert. And the 
legislators wuld say, "We have to do sumthing about this." And they'd 
make a anall appropriation to take care of that particular defect. Ard 
i t  seeme that 's  the way al l  the repairs in the k i l d i n g  m r e  handled. 

Q: So t b t  was her tact ic  to get their attention i f  sanething needed to 
be done. 

A: About the only way i t ' d  wrk. So VE looked a t  the drapery and I 
looked up abwe the east fireplace in the atate dining roan arad there 
were what appeared to be missive be- p i n g  across the dining roan. 
Turned out theso *re fake. They wre simply hanging on the ceiling to  
make i t  look impressive. me cornice around the roan was sagging. There 
w r e  gaps betwen the cornice and the ceiling as rmch as t m  inches in 
different places. There was a big dawn-swell in the dining som ceiling 
and the fake beam w r e  a l l  bent. So there had to be tramndous wight  
or architectural failure saneplace in that Ixlildlng. And Mrs. a i l v i e  
informed Jim a d  me that a former camittee doing research had spent sane 
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time there to mike proposals and spent a fairly large sun of money and 
c a m  up with a brochure. Am3 their conclusion was that the m a i o n  was 
deteriorating dreadfully because of termites. FAEe asked to go up on the 
next floor, the second floor. And on the way up the ataimdl I looked 
back at  the railing that surrmded the stairwell on the second floor and 
there wre, if I recall, twlve colunns P r a n  the ceiling to the railing 
and dawn to the floor. And they were sitting on top of the railing that 
was going around the stairwell. I looked back along the railing. The 
railing was a solid piece of mod about the aize of your thigh and it was 
bowd. l3omd up in the center and down where the colms wre restiq on 
it. And all I could say to myself was, "Sumthing wrorg So 
w asked to gn up to the next level. So w wnt up to the next level 
which was the attic. Had to find a closet that had the owning and there 
was a stairs going up, rickety stairs, and w got up into the attic. And 
an a m z i n g  collection of junk up there. F o m r  first ladies rather than 
go to the trouble of disps ing  of things that were u,mmted throw 
property control simply had the helpers in the mansion carry the stuff up 
into the attic. And there were, I counted 43 different kinds of chairs. 
And there my have been a 101 of these kinds. There vlare old dmssers 
and cabinets, really junk pieces. There were draperies that wre of no 
value or any good. There wre a i r  conditioners, screen doors and stom 
doors and windows. And the collection of things was almost three feet 
deep all over the attic floor. Also there wa8 a strange-looking pile of 
tinkers all fastened together in the center of the attic floor. It 
turned out this was the franework of the original cupola. Also the 
original roof had been rmved and except for a -11 section an the 
south end where vm found the markings of the size of the brackets that 
wre nailed to the hilding and their spacing. So this m a  a clue that 
we used for restoring those. But the original roof was such a shallaw 
pitch that the projecting cupla that projected through that roof didnl t 
shed any water or ahed enough. It was constantly leaking. So in the 
late 1880s they simply put a steep pitched roof canpletely over it and 
left the frtmework of the original cupola inside. 

Q: Just covered it all up? 

A: Yes. It's a technique that's very c m n  today when they want to 
reroof saaething, Just hild a new roof aver the old one. So you don't 
have to tear anything out. But they wanted the space so they did take 
off the old roof, mst of i t .  And they supported the new roof by twelve, 
I think, 4 x 4 psts with T-bracing at the top, And these extended d m  
to the attic floor. And they wre supported on the attic floor by planks 
about tw inches thick, ten inches wide tmi perhaps three feet long. 
Sort of a pad underneath. Later on in canparing different levels of the 
building, floor levels it turned out that thew pads wse not aver any 
c o l m s ,  #re mt over any supyorting walls underneath. They were just 
restiw on the attic floor. Then w noticed that there was nothing to 
mpprt this old cupola. The original truss wrk that was in the building 
to supprt the cupala had been cut out because it was in the way. h t e r  
on v.e asked Mrs. Ogilvie if she could have the attic cleared out she 
said rn problem. So they cleared that out. And I think they took out 
three to five van loads and I mean big van loads of stuff to property 
control, mrthless stuff. 
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Q: A1 1 the furnishings? 

A: Yes. Unwanted stuff. And the only original piece of furni twe that 
w fourrd in the building was tm chairs that belongd to Richard Yates 
11--that would be 1902. And they wre still over there. Then further 
examination of the building in remving sane pla&ter in various areas to 
see how the tuilding was constructed, it turned out that carpentera had 
cut every single truss in the bildfqg to introduce the mdern convenience 
h a w n  as indoor plu-hing. In other wrds if your legs wre broken you'd 
collapse. It's a mnder that building didn't because they had broken all 
the bones of the kmilding. Fortunately the building was constructed with 
tvm walls, an exterior wall of brick and an interior wall of mod and 
plaster. And there was a space in & M e n  anywhere fran four to six 
inches lind this spacing was desirable at that tim as a means of ventilation 
to wercane such things as mia~lmas, agues and fevers, We call them virus 
today. Did a pretty god job. Anyhw, that's what w! found. We found 
an attic floor covered with unwanted mterials which was rmvecl. And 
Mrs. Ogilvie asked us if m thought that the Ssuilding could k restored. 
So iw said w'll have to think about it. Jim and I put our heads together 
aml v,e talked several t ims with Governor Ogi lvie and w said we'd k 
real happy to do the job if it wre feasible providing that he was the 
bss and V\R k c m e  his lieutenants tlnd HR wuld be in charge of the 
architects rather than the architects telling us what to do. And he 
agreed. Then I said, ''To do this properly wla need as-bilt drawings to 
tell us what the building looked like as it stands mw. Wtt I want a 
different set of architects to do that mrk arad they are to have nothing 
to do with any bidding or wrk later on, They must be an entirely 
different group." 

9: So ~ h y  did you want that set of mn? 

A: Gvernor %ilvie asked the sarne question. I said, v113ecause if the 
architects Who do the as-built drawinp becane responsible for the 
restoration, they muld use the as-built drawinga to build any restoration 
work." And I said, " I t  will not be correct. It will simply be the way 
the Milding is nm." And sure enough, the architects who came in later 
at our recrxrmendation mre inclined to use the as-built drawings as 
&dewate, Said, They are not correct. They are not adequate. This is 
not the way the kilding looked ~rigfnally.~~ 

Q: Men was the original tmilding date for the kcutive Mmsion? 

A: The milding was canpleted in 1855. The original architect's nane 
waa John lMzrray Van Osdel, very poplar and e~lcceesfbl Chicago architect 
in the 1850's. In fact, he was so p o d  at his job that when the (hicago 
fire can? along, he didn't bother with any of his architectural drawings 
or anything else. What he did was rush in and get his account books and 
W i e d  thm. After the fire, he dug up his account books and contacted 
his clients and said, 'We can do this again arzd you still ma m.ll And 
he was back in ksinesa.  

Q: I guess that fire did cpi te a bit for architects, didnl t it? 
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A: W, boy. He designed this building in 1853. And he sent the plans 
to  Springfield. And I donlt know if he ever saw the tuilding. But there 
was a letter and a bill in the historical library for one dollar for 
transporting those plans to Springfield. 

Q: So do you have the original plans? 

A: No. 

Q :  Are they still available? 

A :  No. At that time blueprints mre invented in England in 1840 and the 
technique was a little slcw in crossing the ocean. But most drawings at 
that time wre done on linen and one set of drawings was sufficient 
because they wuld post these and the craftmn for different trades 
would cam and look at the original drawiqp, make their estimates and if 
they wt the bid, muld do their job. They all knew what they needed to 
knuv to do a particular kind of mrk, whether it was mking windms, 
doors, whatever. And they had the dimnsions, they knm the munt of 
materials they needed and so forth. They dimv t have copies of the 
blueprints. And v.e do not either. The hilding was canpleted in 1855 
and the first governor to occupy the building was Governor Joel Matteson, 
a wealthy busine~leanan. And Governor htteson during his term of office 
had a mansion h i l t  for himself directly across the street on Fqmth 
Street where the Baptist m c h  is nw. And when he left office-oh, 
while he was in office he spnt I think abut $20,000 of his rrwn money to 
furnish the Executive Nlansion. And when he left office he took these 
furnishings with hjm to his new ham. Of course, that set a precedent 
for every subsequent first family. They brought in furniture for thamelves 
and took it away with than. We found only one dish of the original 
furnishings for the msion, one bcwl. It's a w d e r  that anything 
survived because all dishas wre done in a single sink in a Ixltlerls 
pantry. And there muld be anywhere from 20,000 to 40,000 invited guests 
in a year for sit-dm entertaimnt. 

Q: So where did you find the dish? 

A :  It was tucked away in one of the cupboards. 

Q: Oh, in the kitchen still. 

A :  Now, over a priod  of time they had developd a--oh, the first thing 
that I did when I mnt in there after ve talked to Governor and Mrs. 
Wilvie was to select a tean of architects. And w selected the tern of 
Grahan, OIShea, md Wisnosky because one of those architects had k e n  
working almost full tim at the restoration of the Old State Capitol and 
vie thought that they had done real nice wrk.  SO w used his firm to 
help us with the Executive m i o n  and w e  asked him to give us estimates 
on three different methods of mrking with that property, Pirst was 
to--let me back up just slightly. Laws of the State of Illinois said 
that the governor mat have his residence at the site of the Capitol, the 
city of the capitol. That meant that he had to live in Springfield. And 
so wt: asked this architectural fim to give us three est lmatea, The 
first was to sell the property and build scrmwhere else in Springfield-- 
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that was one alternative. Start new. The other one was to tear the 
bilding down, put up a naw lmilding on that site. And the third one was 
to dimantle only the prtions that were not original and restore the 
tuilding. hk considered the three different plans together and it turned 
out that w could have the restoration done for appraorimately $40,000 
more than a new tuilding. Naw that's pretty cheap history. 

Q: What wre the figures involved in these? 

A: Oh, let's see. They're in this brochure here. Okay. General kssgnbly 
appropriated a total of slightly over three million dollars, I notice 
it's three million, forty-five thouad tlnd sane odd dollars arad forty to 
forty-five thousmd was what we wre buying in tern of history. And 
those are the actual boards that Lincoln walked on. They are there, 
They haven't been taken out. So that's really cheap genuine history. 
And that's why this is called a rehabilitation and not just reconstruction, 
because i t ' s  the original building. Okay. 

Q: This architectural firm, wre they the ones you hired to do what you 
cal led as-is drawings? 

A: As-built drawings. No. 

Q: You had a different firm do that before. Do you ramber Who they 
wre? 

A: Yes, Let's see. I'll have to think about that. Turn it off for a 
minute and 1'11 see. 

Q :  Okay. We'll cum back. 

A: Well, arryhw. I'll have to give that m to you later, So with 
conferences with the Wernor and MR decided that restoration was the 
proper approach to the problem. And so we asked the architects to select 
anl prepare the drawings, prepare bids and so forth. In the m m t  ime , 
while they wre preparing the drawings, I was busy with ma. Ogilvie 
making various hinds of selections axld research dealing with the interior 
furnishinp that wuld have been available to the first fmiliea. m e  
day in the middle of the winter w wre tramping through that tuilding 
and anw and ice and cold wather and the governor turned to ma and just 
out of the clear blue said, " W t  style of furniture are we going to have 
in this building?" And I dropped my mouth for a second and said, "English 
regency." Ncw, English regency furniture had a life span of approxhtely 
nine years and my first clue for determination of Fhglish regency furniture 
was one of the tm balconies that are on the north side of the mecutive 
Mansion, they are pure English regency. I didn't knm at that tfme 
whether they had been added by later people or haw they wre applied to 
that hilding. It turrled out they mre part of the original building. 
men we started screwing around atxi finding early photographs of the 
building, they were always there and when w dug into the plaster wrk,  
w found that they wre fastened originally to the building. The ground 
floor of the building was the damestic quartem for the kitchen help--and 
the kitchen--the mid, the gardner, the furnace roan, and the laundry 
roan. There were tm stairs going up fran that ground floor to rseme the 
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meals in the state dining roan and the family dining ram. Separating 
the t w  dining roam was a hallway. The hallway could be partitioned off 
by four large sliding doors. 

End of Side me, Tape One 

A: . . . through research that Jim had done, VR learned that these doors 
m y  have been painted red along with a lot of the other interior of the 
building. And one day we wre--just before lunch--poked a hole in the 
wall next to the partitions of that l i t t l e  hallway and staring back a t  me 
was a red eye. So I called ma. a i l v i e  and J i m  back and w tare in  a 
l i t t l e  farther, arrd sure enough, here w r e  these great big sliding doors 
that had been shoved b c k  in these pockets and lef t  there. All they'd 
done was taken the hardware off. k l l ,  v a  took than out and called the 
architects uver tlnd they were very nervous because they had already 
ordered the hardware for the replacement of such doors. And I asked them 
to bring aver a sanple of the hardware. They did. And they put i t  on 
the place where the original hardware had been. I t  f i t  perfectly. They 
had made the right choice. But that was qyite a b i t  later  on in the 
game. We examined the Ixlildiw fran a n m h r  of viewpoints, to find out 
particularly if  i t  really was  termites that w r e  tearing the building 
apart. And w noticed that they w r e  caning in  in the corner of the 
building, the southeast corner by the original kitchen area. We f o l l m d  
their t u b s  through the Milding up underneath the s t a f m l l a  into the 
ground floor. And they went up about s ix feet and then branched wer 
into the decorative trim on the side of the a ta imel l .  And that 's  mere 
they quit. They here interested only in the icing on the stairwell. 
Solmthing in there that was enticing thm. They thought i t  was real 
dellciaus. I t  wasn't the six legged temi tes  that wre tearing thiqg 
apart. I t  was the tvm legged ones. Carpenters, p ~ t t i n g  in the plug. 
And in looking a t  the kitchen area, w detemined that originally they 
had cooked on the fireplace on the east wall arad over a period of t h y  
they had moved the kitchen stove area--the cooking area, I shouldn't say 
stove--the kitchen cooking area out into the kitchen in a series of 
approximately five different mves. You could see Mere they muld 
change the fireplace to add a steel plate or an iron plate on top and 
then enclose th is  part Elnd add a w l l  for hot water and gradually decide 
that the latest thing should be a stove out in the center. And thi8 is 
the way i t  progressed. You cmld see this  progression, 

Q: So they didn't have a stove originally in 1855? 

A: No. They cooked on a fireplace. And aa the invitation list for 
guests got larger and larger where they had to have mre and more cookiqg 
area, they eventually added an addition to the back of the W m f m  md i t  
grew like topsey and in a series of stages. They put a large kitchen up 
in  th is  addition. And then they added another kitchen area in  the basanent 
area with fac i l i t i e s  for baking. And then they were apt to  carry food 
fran these two kitchens to the dining roan, one on the same level and one 
belm. So that was always fun. I rmmber one day ping to cal l  on Mrs. 
Q i l v i e  and I went a r m  to the back of the Mnsion, Therefs a porch 
area betwen the l i t t l e  addition and the original Ws ion .  And I norrnally 
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go in that, Iwt that particular day it was locked. The lock consisted of 
a hook on the door inside. That was the security. And I put my nose up 
against the screen and looked in and all over on the chairs and boxes and 
the crate here and there were little salads sitting around cooling, This 
was the cooler systgo for preparing gelatins. They had one refrigerator, 
h m  old that was I have no idea, but it wasn't the latest. The Legislature 
did not sped too mch mney on the Executive Mansion throughout the 
years. Only in despration did they spend mney. Oh, each tim that the 
architects vmuld cam up with a set of drawiqp, Mm. wilvie muld pick 
up a set and begin to examine than. Naw, when she first started looking 
at blueprints, she didn't know which side of the paper to look at. But 
within six weka, she was able to locate errors on the architect's drawings. 
Very intelligent -. 
Q :  So Wmny seta of drawings did they need to do, do you knw? 

A: Well, Jim and I mrked on a s c h e  whereby v.w asked the bgislature 
to provide two years for funding. The total funding was to be split up 
into two different years because you couldn't get e n o w  w r h n  all in 
that one space to do the job in one year. SO sane of the legislators 
thought that w Hlere trying to pull a fast one and get the extra money. 
We were not doing that. V k  wre simply trying to aave the state mney 
and w did. In fact, w had the contracts broken up by the arahitects 
into pieces so that a bidder muld have to bid on several jobs. And wer 
a period of t i n ,  it proved to k very advantageous for us. &an time to 
time, a contractor muld cane in and say, llI've run out aP money. I 
can1 t go my farther." I wuld say, "All right. You bid on the whole 
thing. Eliminate this part." So he vvould have to contime with *at he 
already had. And as a result, there wre no occasions of goirg back to 
the legislature for more m m y .  It was all done the first time araund. 
That had never been done before. Usually it's a gravy train when people 
get a contract with the state, but not in this case. 

Q: Was there trouble getting the appropriation bill through the Legislature? 

A: No. We had to met with the cannittee that was approving or disapproving 
the f"unding for the Executive Wsfon. And in that cannittee there were 
two negative votes, one Danocratic and one Repzlblican. They simply 
cancelled each other out. 

Q: Well, if they had a history though, of being so stingy with mney for 
the Emcutivo Mmsion, hav cane the clhte was turned enough to get this 
big appropriation through at this t h ?  

A: There were sane funds available for exmining structures that &longed 
to the state, and this was used to mike a mrvey of the Becutive Mmsion. 
And w asked the architects to bring in engineera. We told them *re to 
look and they looked. Vk told than what might lx wrong and they w e e d .  
!the first thing; they did was say that the kilding was too w&k to suppo~t 
a lot of people, So they put T-braces in the basement and in the dining 
area to support the ceiling. And they said that crovvds in the Executive 
Mansion muld be limited to eleven people at the most. And if they had 
that m a x ~ y  people in there they were to stay close to the walls. The 
condition of the Mansion was because of lack of maintenance. It was so 






































