Degree Programs

The University of Illinois at Springfield awards the following master’s degrees:

Accountancy (M.A.) Environmental Studies (M.A.) Management Information
Biology (M.S.) History (M.A.) Systems (M.S.)

Business Administration (M.B.A.) Human Development Political Studies (M.A.)
Communication (M.A.) Counseling (M.A.) Public Administration (M.PA.)

Computer Science (M.S.)
Educational Leadership (M.A.)
English (M.A.)

Human Services (M.A.)
Individual Option (M.A.)
Legal Studies (M.A.)

Public Affairs Reporting (M.A.)
Public Health (M.PH.)

Individual Option Program is aimed at students
who want to combine areas of study rather than pur-
sue a traditional discipline or those who want to focus
on an area of study not covered in established pro-
grams at UIS, but for which faculty competencies and
other resources are available.

Generally, individual option master’s degrees are
based on broad topics or problems that reflect partic-
ular student needs and interests. Students work with
an advising committee of faculty and peers in prepar-
ing personal degree programs.

If you wish to pursue a master’s degree in areas
such as African-American studies, women’s studies,
energy studies, or international studies, you will find the
individual option program well suited to your needs.

Graduate Certificate and Professional De-
velopment Sequences A graduate certificate is a
sequence of courses that constitutes less than a full
graduate degree and provides specialized knowledge
and skills for the professional. UIS currently offers
certificates in public sector labor relations, environ-
mental risk assessment, management of nonprofit or-
ganizations, educational leadership advanced certifi-
cate, career specialist studies, and alcohol and sub-
stance abuse. A related curricular option if you are
seeking to enhance your professional skills at the
graduate level is the professional development se-
quence in gerontology.

To be admitted to certificate and professional se-
quence study, you must have a bachelor’s degree (in

any major) and complete an application. It is also
possible to pursue a certificate as a post-master’s op-
tion. Admission, advising, and certification of comple-
tion are provided by the faculty members who super-
vise the certificates.

Course prerequisites may be waived if you can
present evidence of advanced career experience. The
waiver review process requires the approval of both the
supervisor of the certificate program and the dean of
the college offering the certificate or graduate develop-
ment sequence. Proficiency examination, transfer, and
credit for prior learning experience may not be permit-
ted because of the limited number of courses required
and the need for the content of the courses to logically
integrate. See the appropriate program sections for de-
tailed information.

COURSE NUMBERING SYSTEM
Refer to page 39.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:
MASTER’S DEGREE

To earn a master’s degree from the University of
Illinois at Springfield, you must fulfill the following
requirements:



* Meet program matriculation requirements.

* Earn the amount of graduate credit required by
the chosen academic program, all but 12 semester
hours of which must be earned at the University of I1li-
nois at Springfield.

* When applicable, earn a minimum of four semes-
ter hours credit in public affairs colloquia (see indi-
vidual program information).

* Complete course work with a cumulative UIS
grade-point average of at least 3.00.

¢ Complete the program closure requirements.

* Complete the graduation contract.

*  Pay a graduation fee of $25 (subject to change).

TRANSFER CREDIT AT THE MASTER’S LEVEL
Residency Requirement The University of Illi-
nois at Springfield may accept up to 12 semester hours
of graduate-level work you completed at other ac-
credited institutions. However, only credit hours with a
grade of B or better that are accepted for transfer by
your program will be accepted by UIS. Request to
transfer credit for courses bearing a grade such as P
(pass) or CR (credit) must be supported by certifica-
tion from the institution or instructor that your work
was of at least B quality.

Time Limit on Transfer Credit All transfer cred-
it to be applied to your master’s degree must have been
earned within five years of the first graduate course
you took at UIS in pursuit of that degree. Exceptions to
the provisions of this policy may be granted by pro-
grams on 4 case-by-case basis.

TIME LIMITATION

All graduate credit earned at UIS to be applied toward
the completion of your master’s degree must be taken
within six consecutive years of the first graduate
course you took at UIS in pursuit of that degree. This
does not include transfer credit you earned before
your first term of graduate enrollment, credit granted
for prior learning, and prerequisites. However, this
time limit does include closure requirements. Excep-
tions to the provisions of this policy may be granted by
degree programs on a case-by-case basis. Your pro-
gram may also grant you a leave of absence.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS COLLOQUIR (PAC)

The University of Illinois at Springfield features a
unique series of courses designated as public affairs
colloquia. Each semester several different colloquia
are offered. There are no prerequisites for any PAC.

Some master’s programs require degree candidates to
complete a public affairs colloquium. The choice of a
PAC is your prerogative; however, you are encouraged
to select PACs with a focus outside your major pro-
gram. Descriptions of PACs are published each semes-
ter in the course schedule. You should check with your
program to determine PAC requirements.

MASTER’S CLOSURE REQUIREMENT

As a master’s degree candidate, you are required to
complete a closure exercise demonstrating mastery of
some area within your major field of study. The exact
nature and format of these exercises are determined
by individual programs. All closure exercises must
have an identifiable academic focus and must include
awritten component. Closure exercises can take many
forms — theses, projects, and capstone courses are the
most common.

UIS has a continuing enrollment policy for clo-
sure exercises. This policy states that once you begin
your closure exercise, you must continue to enroll for
at least one semester hour of closure exercise credit
each fall and spring semester until you complete your
exercise, including semesters in which you have
“stopped out” of other courses. You may request a



leave of absence from your degree program and, if
granted, you will be exempt from the continuing en-
rollment requirement on a semester-by-semester
basis.

You should obtain information from your program
on closure exercises and the program’s particular
method of handling the continuing enrollment policy.
(See individual graduate program listings for further
information.)

GRADUATION CONTRACT

The commencement ceremony to award degrees is
held at the end of the spring semester. However, you
may file a graduation contract during any semester or
summer term in which you complete your degree re-
quirements. You should submit the contract to the Of-

@ fice of Admissions and Records no later than the end
\\Q\\\ % of the fourth week of classes during a semester or the
r%;?;\‘}_ end of the third week of classes during a summer
k*‘:a%\ term.

C;:\.\ The contract must be approved by your adviser
'\“—%’ and the program administrator. You may submit

graduation contracts for early evaluation during your
next-to-last term. Contract forms are available in the
Office of Admissions and Records.
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SECOND MASTER’S DEGREE

All program and campus requirements for the mas-
ter’s degree are in effect even if you have previously
earned an advanced degree. Credit from a previous
degree may not be used for the degree in process.
However, any public affairs colloquium requirement is
waived for those who have previously completed that
requirement at the graduate level.

GRADUATE INTERNSHIPS AND EXPERIENTIAL
LEARNING
Experiential learning is an integral part of your gradu-
ate education at the University of Illinois at Springfield.
In addition to internships offered through the Institute
for Public Affairs, internship/practicum opportunities
are offered by many academic programs. Additional in-
formation may be obtained from program faculty and
from individual program statements in this catalog.
UIS also provides a variety of paid internship op-
portunities in Illinois government agencies and on
campus. (See page 66.)

RESEARCH AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT SPRINGFIELD

Conventional research opportunities are available to stu-

dents in most academic programs. In addition, UIS offers
you unique opportunities for applied research through its
public affairs centers where emphasis is on coordinated,
interdisciplinary approaches to problem solving, training,
and communication. Many of the UIS internship/fellow-
ship programs are also coordinated by the centers.

UIS cooperates with neighboring universities in
meeting their doctoral students’ needs for research
and residency in the Springfield area.

ACADEMIC STANDARDS

For general information on grading, credit/no credit,
incomplete work, grade-point average, and plagia-
rism see pages 44-46.

ACADEMIC LOAD
For purposes of tuition and fees, you are considered a
full-time student if you are enrolled for 12 or more se-
mester hours of course work during the fall or spring
semesters or six semester hours of course work in the
summer term. Fewer hours of enrollment is consid-
ered part-time.

If you wish to enroll for more than 18 semester
hours during the fall or spring semesters or more than
eight semester hours during the summer term, you





